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Smrtftem  DiHrktofNew  York,  m. 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  on  the  fourth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1890,  in  the 
fiftjr-fiAh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Sherman  Con- 
▼eae,  of  the  said  District,  hath  deposited  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right 
wlrareof  he  claims  as  proprietor,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Life  and  Correspondence  of  John  Paul  Jones,  indnding  his  Narrative  of  the  Cam- 
paign of  the  Liman.  From  Original  Letters  and  Manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  Miss 
Janette  Taylor." 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  ''An  Act  for 
the  enconragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the  co{>ie8  of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books, 
to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  daring  the  time  therein  mentioned.*' 
And  also  to  an  Act,  entitled  "  An  Act,  supplementary  to  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  foi 
iSbib  encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books, 
to  the  anUiors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,  and 
extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  dArigning,  engraving,  and  etching  histori- 
cal and  oUier  prints." 

FRED.  J.  BETTS, 
CUrk^ftko  HoMthem  Dittriet  of  New  York. 


PREFACE. 

Paul  Jones  was  an  extraordinary  man,  and  was  en- 
gaged suddenly,  after  having  been  in  a  comparatively 
humble  employment,  in  a  career  connected  with  events 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world.  Set- 
ting aside  the  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  cause  of 
American  freedom,  there  would  be  no  need  of  preface, 
or  explanation  in  presenting  an  account  of  his  life,  and 
selections  from  the  most  interesting  portions  of  his  cor- 
respondence to  the  public  at  large ;  were  it  not  that 
several  works,  professing  to  do  so,  have  already  made 
their  appearance. 

The  first  which  the  Editor  of  the  present  work  re- 
members to  have  seen,  was  a  shilling  pamphlet,  exhibit- 
ed in  the  windows  of  the  New  York  retail  bookstores, 
in  which  was  a  frontispiece,  representing  Paul  Jones  as 
large  as  the  frigate  he  bestrode,  shooting  a  Lieutenant 
Grubb  with  a  horse-pistol,  more  grand  in  its  dimensions 
than  any  piece  of  artillery  introduced  into  the  picture. 
This  juvenile  reminiscence  would  be  hardly  worth 
recalling,  were  it  not  that,  but  the  other  day,  in  one  of 
the  Southern  papers,  the  writer  actually  met  with  a  de- 
tailed account,  purporting  to  be  a  biographical  sketch 
of  somebody  recently  dead,  who  had  served  under  Paul 
Jones  in  the  Serapis,  describing  the  latter  as  shooting 
this  Lieutenant  Grubb,  with  the  same  horse-pistol, 
aggrandi?^  in  the  manner  above  specified.  As  no  Lieu- 
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tenant  Grubb  ever  sailed  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
John  Paul  Jones,  and  as  no  such  person  could,  in  con- 
sequence, have  been  shot  by  him,  it  is  evident  that  an 
unvarnished  and  full  account  of  the  rear  admiraPs  life 
ought  to  be  circulated,  in  regions  where  such  fabulous 
and  monstrous  legends  obtain,  in  this  age  of  light,  ad- 
mission into  public  prints. 

Ten  years  ago,  a  large  quantity  of  original  papers 
belonging  to  the  legatees  of  Paul  Jones,  were  sent  to 
this  country  with  a  view  to  their  being  properly  con- 
nected and  published.  They  were  submitted  to  the 
Historical  Society  of  New  York.  The  committee  who 
examined  them,  found  that  they  were  valuable  and  inter- 
esting ;  but  circumstances  prevented  their  publication 
at  the  time.  Mr.  Sherburne,  register  of  the  United 
States  navy,  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  owners 
of  these  documents,  as  the  Editor  of  the  present  work  is 
informed,  with  the  view  of  preparing  a  life  of  Jones ; 
but,  the  negotiation  failed. 

Shortly  after,  some  of  the  Chevalier's  manuscripts, 
belonging  to  his  legatees,  if  they  had  known  how  and 
where  to  reclaim  them,  were  accidentally  found  by  a 
gentleman  of  New  York,  in  a  hoAse  in  the  city.  iTiey 
had  been  left  in  the  custody  of  its  former  proprietor. 
From  these,  with  copies  of  letters  and  documents  on 
file  m  the  department  of  state,  Mr.  Sherburne  prepared 
a  volume  which  was  published  in  1825. 

'  Some  singularly  capricious  demon,  wonderfully  inge- 
nious in  producing  puzzling  and  painful  disorder,  seems 
to  have  presided  over  the  arrangement  of  the  materials. 
The  appearance  of  order  in  some  parts  of  the  compila- 
tion only  makes  the  general  and  particular  entangle 
ments   more  perplexing;    and   in  some   places,   the 
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person  who  connected  the  documents,  having  apparently 
IcMBt  himself,  goes  backwards  or  leaps  forwards,  in  a  style 
of  extraordinary  embarrassment,  occasioning  inextrica- 
ble confusion. 

From  this  chaos,  a  clever  writer  in  Great  Britain  con- 
trived to  select  materials  for  an  interesting  duodecimo, 
which  was  published  by  Murray  in  the  same  year.  It 
contains  some  errors,  and  but  an  inconsiderable  portion 
of  the  Remains,  as  the  modern  phrase  is,  of  the  Cheva- 
lier Paul  Jones* '  Being  not  exclusively  English  in  its 
tenor,  it  appears  to  have  incurred  the  censure  of  some 
of  the  British  presses.  This  work  has  been  spoken  of 
in  the  text  as  the  production  of  an  Englishman.  The 
compiler  was  not  well  informed  at  the  time.  It  was 
the  production  of  an  American. 

Within  a  year  past  a  third  life  of  the  Chevalier  ap- 
peared, which  was  published  in  Edinburgh  in  two  duode-* 
cimo  volumes,  and  is  the  best  which  had  been  compiled; 
as  it  contains  selections  from  many  original  letters,  and, 
what  is  of  more  consequence,  a  translation  of  the  rear 
admiraPs  own  narrative  of  the  campaign  of  the  Limaa. 
Hie  Editor  of  that  book,  which  is  the  basis,  so  .far  as 
the  order  of  arrangement  is  generally  concerned,  of  the 
present,  givee  in  his  pre&ce  the  following  account  <^his 
mirterials. 

"  By  his  will,  dated  at  Paris  on  the  day  of  his  death,  Paul  Jones  left 
hb  property  and  effetsts  of  all  kinds  to  fab  sisters  in  Scotland  and  theit 
children.  Immediatelj  on  his  decease  a  regular,  or  rather  an  official 
inventpry  was  made  of  his  rduminous  papers,  which  were  sealed  up 
with  his  other  effects,  till  brought  to  Scotland  by  his  eldest  ttster,  Mrs. 
Taylor,  a  few  months  after  his  death.  They  have  ever  since  remcuned 
in  the  custody  of  his  family ;  and  are  now,  by  inheritance,  become  the 
property  of  his  niece.  Hiss  Taylor,  of  Dumfries.  They  consist  of 
Mireral  bound  Iblio  fokunes  of  letters  and  documents,  which  are  ofB- 
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ciallj  authenticated,  so  far  as  tliey  are  pubbc  papers ;  nuioerous  sorolis 
and  copies  of  letters ;  and  many  private  commmiications,  originating 
in  his  widely  diffused  correspondence  in  France,  Holland,  America, 
and  other  quarters.  There  is,  in  addition  to  these,  a  collection  of  wri- 
tings of  the  miscellaneous  kind  likely  to  be  accumulated  by  a  man  of 
active  habits,  who  had  for  many  years  mingled  both  in  the  political  and 
fashionable  circles,  wherever  he  chanced  to  be  thrown. 

**•  The  Journal  of  the  Campaign  of  1788,  against  the  Turks,  forms  of 
itself  a  thick  MS.  bound  volume.  This  Journal  was  drawn  up  by  Paul 
Jones  for  the  perusal  of  the  Empress  Catharine  II.  and  was  intended  for 
publication  if  the  Russian  government  failed  to  do  him  justice.  He 
felt  that  it  totally  failed  ;  but  death  anticipated  his  long  contemplated 
purpose.  To  this  Journal,  Mr.  Eton,  in  his  survey  of  the  TuriLish  em- 
pire, refers,  as  having  been  seen  by  him.  It  was,  however,  only  the 
official  report,  transmitted  by  Paul  Jones  to  the  admiralty  of  the  Black 
Sea,  that  this  gentleman  could  have  seen.  This  singular  narrative, 
which  so  confidently  gives  the  lie  to  all  the  Russian  statements  of  that 
momentous  campaign,  is  written  in  French.  In  the  following  work 
the  language  of  the  original  is  as  closely  adhered  to  as  is  admissible 
even  in  the  most  literal  translation.  Several  passages  have  been 
omitted,  and  others  curtailed,  as  they  refer  merely  to  technical  details, 
which  might  have  unduly  swelled  this  work,  without  adding  much  to 
its  interest.  Much  of  the  voluminous  official  correspondence  which 
passed  between  Paul  Jones  and  the  other  commanders  during  the 
campaign  is  also  omitted.  These  Pieces  Justifieatwes  were  only  in-^ 
tended  tQ  corroborate,  or  elucidate,  the  narrative;  they  are,  save  in  a 
few  instances  whiok  are  cited,  not  particularly  interesting." 

Besides  the  documents  named  in  the  foregoing  ecx^ 
tracts,  the  Editor  says,  he  had  before  him  the  corres* 
pondence  of  Jones  with  his  relatives  in  Scotland,  from 
his  boyhood  to  his  death*  He  has  made  but  little  use 
of  it,  as  his  extracts  from  it  are  few. 

The  defects  of  this  life  are,  that  it  seems  to  have  been 
created  with  a  view  of  supplying  a  requisite  number  of 
pages  of  given  dimensions,  and  that  some  of  the  corres- 
pondence, is,  in  consequence,  arbitrarily  omitted.  It  is 
not  striptly  true,  that  the  language  of  the  original  Jour- 
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nal  of  the  campaign  of  the  Liman  is  ai?  closely  adhered 
to,  as  is  consistent  with  literal,  translation;  and  as  to 
the  passages  ^  omitted  and  curtailed,''  the  Editor  has 
occupied  fully  as  much  space  in  apologizing  for  their 
non-insertion,  as  would  have  been  taken  up  by  a  literal 
translation  of  theou  He  appears  not  to  have  under- 
stood them*  Among  the  Pieces  JustifieaHves  spoken 
of,  there  are  several  worthy  of  collation  with  the  text, 
and  which  throw  light  upon  it,  while  they  support  its 
accuracy*  But  the  cardinal  defect  of  this  book  is,  that 
though  the  author  seems  honestly  to  strive  to  justify  his 
hero,  (who  needed  no  justificati<m,)  whenever  it  did  not 
interfere  with  his  own  monarchical  and  English  pre-, 
judices,  it  is  written  in  a  decidedly  English  tone,  un- 
congenial to  the  feelings  and  intellectual  associations 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  His  remarks  of  a  politi- 
cal character  are  often  ridiculous  in  fact,  and  always 
unphilosophical  in  spirit  The  Editor  of  the  following 
sheets,  cannot  but  smile  when  he  perceives  on  looking 
over  them,  that  a  hasty  remark  thrown  off  by  him  as  to 
the  destinies  of  France,  excited  by  the  sneers  of  this 
writer,  at  the  tendency  of  the  democratic  principle,  was 
pri^phetic,  and  must  have  been  fulfilled  ere  it  was 
printed,  to  the  great  consolation  of  the  spirit  of  Jones, 
if  mortal  ^  blazon^  may  be  to  ears  not  ^  of  flesh  and 
blood." 

Miss  Janette  Taylor,  a  niece  of  Admiral  Jones,  ar- 
rived in  this  country  some  months  ago,  having  in  her 
possession  original  copies  of  all  the  documents  which 
were  before  the  Editor  of  the  biography  above  com- 
mented upon,  with  others  which  were  not.  Though  a 
considerable  portion  of  them  had  been  anticipated  in 
the  various  publications  mentioned,  it  was  evident  that 
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there  was  no  aiiigJe  wmrk  of  a  proper  and  satisfaetory 
character,  from  which  Americans  might  gather  for 
themselves  what  is  to  be  known  of  the  private  and  pub- 
lic life  of  one^  who  must  for  ever  be  chronicled  as  among 
the  first  in  courage  and  ability,  as  well  as  in  point  of 
time,  of  the  heroes  who  have  made  tl^  stars  and  stripes 
respected  upoia  the  ocean;  one  too,  whose  chivalric, 
daring,  and  independent  character,  calumny  has  been 
aided  in  assailing,  by  seeming  mystery  and  prolific  ro- 
mance* 

From  the  manuscripts  in  Miss  Taylor^s  possession, 
the  present  compilation  has  been  made.  Public  docu- 
ments have  been  referred  to  occasionally,  and  in  two  or 
three  instances,  Sherburne^  Collection  has  been  cited, 
where  the  Editor  had  not  certified  copies  before  him. 
This  work  has  no  literary. pretensions;  and  cannot 
legitimately  come,  as  a  literary  production,  un<^r  the 
examination  of  critics*  It  claims  only  to  be  the  most 
fiiU  and  authentic  of  its  kind*  Many  official  letters 
have  of  necessity  been  rejected,  the  substance  and  even 
the  phraseology  of  which  is  repeated  in  others;  and  in 
gome  instances,  it  is  perceived,  on  looking  ever  the 
sheets,  that  the  latter  misf<Mrtune  has  been  incurred. 

When  it  is  added,  that  Miss  Taylor  is  only  responsi- 
ble for  the  authenticity  of  the  correspondence  quoted 
fi*om  or  inserted,  and  in  no  wise  for  the  casual  observa- 
tkms  of  the  compiler,  all  has  been  stated  that  is  neces- 
sary in  this  prefiice*  It  is  believed,  that  the  pledge 
given  in  the  notice  to  those  who  may  have  svibscribed 
for  the  book  has  been  redeemed* 

New  Tark^  September  28, 1890* 
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PART  I 

John  Paul,  afterwards  known  as  the  celebrated  Oheyalier 
John  Paul  Jones,  was  born  on  the  6th  of  July,  1747,  at  Arbig- 
land,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkbean,  and  stewartry  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, in  Scotland.  The  family  was  originally  from  the  shire  . 
of  Fife ;  but  it  appears  that  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  kept  a  garden,  the  produce  of  which  he  sold  to  the  public 
in  Leith.  His  son,  on  finishing  his  apprenticeship,  entered  as  a 
gardener  into  the  employment  at  Mr.  Craik,  of  Arbigland,  in 
which  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1767.  It  is  abundantly 
proved  that  he  was  a  man  of  uniformly  respectable  character, 
and  intelligence.  In  his  profession  he  exhibited  much  skill 
and  taste.  The  English  memoir  contains  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  family,  which  was  furnished  by  his  descendants. 

**  Shortly  after  entering  into  the  employment  of  Mr.  Craik, 
John  Paul  married  Jean  Macduff,  the  daughter  of  a  small  farmer 
in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  New-Abbey.  The  Macduffs 
were  a  respectable  rural  race  in  their  own  district ;  and  some  of 
them  had  been  small  landed  proprietors  in  the  parish  of  Kirk- 
bean, for  an  immemorial  period.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
seven  children,  of  whom  John,  afterwards  known  as  John  Paul 
Jones,  was  the  fifth :  he  may  indeed  be  called  the  youngest, 
as  two  children  bdrn  after  him  died  in  infancy.  The  first-born 
of  the  family,  William  Paul,  went  abroad  early  in  life,  and 
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finally  settled  and  married  in  Fredericksburgh,  in  Virginia.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  enterprise  and  judgment.  Be- 
yond his  early  education  sold  ^^^tUMis  habits  he  could  have  de- 
rived no  advantage  from  his  family ;  and,  in  1772  or  1773,  when 
he  died,  still  a  young  man,  he  left  a  considerable  fortune.  Of 
the  daughters,  the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  died  unmarried ;  Janet, 
the  second,  married  Mr.  Taylor,  a  watchmaker  in  Dumfries ; 
and  the  third,  Mary  Ann,  was  twice  married,  first  to  a  Mr. 
Young,  and  afterwards  to  Mr.  Louden.  Of  the  relations  o. 
Admiral  Jones,  several  nieces,  and  a  grand-nephew,  now  in  the 
United  States,  still  survive." 

When  John  Paul,  the  fifth  of  this  family,  afterwards  became 
the  terror  of  the  seao,  the  hero  of  a  hundred  fearful  legends,  and 
the  subject  of  admiration  and  jealousy  in  the  most  brilliant 
courts,  it  was  natural  enough  that  so  modest  a  paternity  should 
neither  satisfy  the  romance  of  the  imaginative,  nor  the  antipa- 
thy of  the  envious  and  intimidated ;  and  many  stories  were 
current,  some  assigning  to  him  Mr.  Craik,  and  others  an  earl 
of  Selkirk,  as  his  father.  These  weak  inventions  have  long 
since  been  exploded,  though  preserved  in  the  pages  of  fanciftil 
novelists.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  Baron  Vander  Capellan, 
in  1779,  Jones  says,  **  I  never  had  any  obligation  to  Lord  Sel- 
kirk, except  for  his  good  opinion ;  nor  does  he  know  me  or 
mine,  except  by  character."  This  is  verified  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  correspondence  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
introduce. 

If  ever  localities  might  be  inferred  to  have  determined  the  in- 
tellectual bias  of  an  individual,  the  birthplace  of  John  Paul,  and 
the  scenery  and  associations  of  its  vicinity,  may  be  cited  as  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the  restless  spirit 
of  adventure,  an  inclination  for  poetry,  and  an  occasional  ima- 
ginary longing  for  solitude,  study,  and  rural  retirement,  all  of 
which,  without  any  real  inconsistency,  were  subsequently  deve- 
loped in  his  character. 

His  father  lived  near  the  shores  of  the  Solway,  in  one  of  the 
most  picturesque   and   beautiful   points  of  the   Frith.      The 
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fiivourite  partiine  of  his  earliest  years  was  to  launch  his  ^*  fairy 
frigate"  on  the  waters,  and  issue  commands  to  his  supposed 
officers  and  crew.  At  this  time,  the  town  of  Dumfries  carried 
on  a  considerable  trade  in  tobacco  with  America,  the  cargoes  of 
which  were  unshipped  at  the  Garse^horn,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Nith,  which  was  not  then  navigable  by  foreign  vessels. 
His  daily  intercourse  with  seamen  here,  tended  of  course  to 
strengthen  and  confirm  his  nascent  passion.  It  is  also  observed 
that  his  regard  for  America,  and  his  willingness  to  descend  with 
fire  and  sword,  in  her  cause,  upon  the  shores  of  his  native  land, 
which  were  thought  unnatural,  may  have  had  their  origin  hi  the 
conversations  of  mariners  from  the  discontented  colonies. 

Certain  it  is  that  his  disposition  to  begin  his  career  upon  the 
ocean  was  so  strong,  that  his  friends  deemed  it  proper  to  yield 
to  it.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  was  bound  apprentice  to  Mr. 
Younger,  a  respectable  merchant  in  the  American  trade,  resid- 
ing at  Whitehaven,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Solway  Frith.  Vul- 
gar invention,  in  its  distorted  picture  of  his  Ufe  and  actions, 
assumed  that  he  ran  away  to  sea  against  the  will  of  his  rela- 
tions, a  rumoin:  which  they  always  declared  to  be  totally  without 
foundation.  Neither  then,  nor  at  any  subsequent  period,  was 
he  wanting  in  afifection  for  them,  and  solicitude  for  their  welfare. 
His  anxiety  for  the  comforts  and  respectability  of  his  sisters 
and  their  families,  was  warmly  and  substantially  expressed  in 
his  prosperity,  and  at  his  death  he  bequeathed  to  them  all  his 
jMToperty. 

His  education  at  the  parish  school  of  Kirkbean,  must  of  course 
have  been  limited,  but  there  is  no  doubt  he  improved  it  to  the 
best  advantage.  The  general  correctness  of  his  style  and  or- 
thography indicate  that  he  had  been  well  instructed  in  the  rudi-- 
ments  of  grammar.  Notwithstanding  his  strong  relish  for  active 
and  dangerous  adventure,  he  devoted  its  intervals  to  close  ap- 
l^cation  to  study.  While  in  port,  whether  abroad  or  at 
Whitehaven,  during  the  period  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  applied 
himself  to  learning  the  theory  of  navigation,  and  to  other  sub- 
jects of  practical  use.     Many  years  after,  we  find  him  in  one  of 


10  FAVL  J09£8. 

hiB  lettf r^,  while  iaodestly  admktmg  timt  miiefa  imre  actom 
plishcd  fieam^n  laigfat  he  found  than  fauDsetf,  referring  to  liourff 
of  systematic  ^midnight"  study*  In  the  letters  written  in 
French,  which  are  in  his  own  hand,  the  spelling  is  infinitely 
more  accurate  than  that  of  many  of  his  illustrioiis  and  titled 
correi^ndeats.  These  circumstanees  show  that  his  mental 
culture  was  methodically  and  well  begun :  and  these  habits  of 
mind  are  not  such  as  bekmg  to  a  reckless  adventurer  in  quest 
of  mere  private  emolument  or  personal  fame. 

He  matde  his  first  voyage  before  he  was  thirteen,  in  the 
Friendship,  of  Whitehaven,  Captain  Benson,  bound  for  the 
Rappahannock.  His  home,  while  in  port,  was  the  house  of  an 
eider  brother,  William,  who.had  married  and  settled  in  Virginia. 
His  prepossessions  in  favour  of  America,  and  sympathy  with 
aJii>nial  feelings,  were  here  naturally  fostered  under  circum- 
stances calculated  to  make  them  keen  and  enduring ;  indissolu- 
bly  connected  as  they  were  with  his  first  professional  impressions. 
The  correctness  of  his  conduct,  and  his  extraordinary  intelli- 
gence and  aptitude  for  acquiring  knowledge  in  naval  matters, 
caused  him  to  be  most  favourably  regarded  by  his  master.  Mr. 
Younger,  however,  soon  found  his  afifairs  embarrassed ;  and 
was  induced,  in  consequence,  to  give  up  Paul's  indentures* 
This  license  to  act  for  himself,  woulc'  have  been,  to  a  boy  whose 
purposes  in  Uving  were  not  in  some  measure  fixed,  and  whose 
will  was  undecided  as  to  the  future,  a  passport  to  obscurity,  if 
not  to  disgrace.  In  Paul's  case,  it  was  mmpta  prudenter.  He 
availed  himself  of  it  wisely,  having  c<nxfidence  in  himself.  He 
obtained  the  appointment  of  third  mate  of  the  King  George,  M 
Whitehaven,  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  In  1766,  he 
shipped  as  chief  mate,  on  boeu*d  the  brigantine  Two  Friends, 
of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  which  was  engaged  in  the  same  trafific. 
It  is  said  by  the  friends  of  Paul,  that  he  became  disgusted  with 
the  business  of  stealing  human  beings,  andleft  the  ship  on  its 
arrival  in  the  West  Indies.  Independently  of  their  evidence, 
which  is  in  every  respect  entitled  to  credit,  the  supposition  will 
be  found  to  be  confirmed  by  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  correspon- 
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depce,  whenever  he  speaks  of  the  principles  of  action*  which  he 
asserts  to  have  governed  his  services  and  enterjurises.  And  it 
is  fair  to  infer,  that  the  exhilMtion  of  these  horrors,  at  which  his 
feelings  revolted,  strengthened  his  love  for  that  Uberty  in  T^iose 
cause  he  afterwards  fou^t ;  and  fWr  that  land  which  knew  how 
to  vindicate  the  cause  of  liberty.  And  he  had  the  means  of 
knowing  then  and  thereafter,  why  that  land  suffered  under  the 
curse  introduced  by  those  whose  yoke  it  was  about  shaking  off; 
though  it  could  not  shake  off  the  baleftil  legacy  now  pointed  to 
as  its  disgrace,  by  the  ignorant  and  hireling  politicians,  or 
maundering  and  useless  philanthroi»sts  of  the  mother  land — 
that  '*  nursing  mother"  of  convicts  and  slaves,  and  ''  stem  r^- 
ged  nurse"  of  our  fulgrim  fathers. 

It  is  stated,  at  any  rate,  by  those  from  whom  alone  any  inform 
mation  can  be  derived,  as  to  Paul's  adventures  at  this  period, 
that  he  returned  to  Scotland  from  this  second  slaving-voyage,  as 
a  passenger,  in  the  brigantine  John,  of  Kirkcudbright,  Captain 
Macadam  commander.  On  this  vc^age  the  captain  and  mate 
both  died  of  fever ;  and  there  being  no  one  on  board  equally 
capable  of  navigating  the  ship,  Paul  assumed  the  command, 
and  brought  her  safe  into  port.  For  this  service  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  owners,  Currie,  Beck,  &;  Co.,  master  and.  super- 
cargo. 

It  appears  that  Paul  sailed  for  two  voyages,  as  master,  in 
the  employqysnt  of  this  firm,  and,  sometime  in  the  course  of 
the  year  n$p,  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  his 
authority  and  enforce  disdpUne,  to  punish  a  man  named  Mungo 
Maxwell,  borne  on  the  books  as  carpenter  of  the  vessel*  Mun- 
go, being  whipped,  (as  he  no  douht  deserved  to  be,  according 
to  the  practical  code  which  still  prevails  in  the  English  and 
American  mercantile  marine  service,)  stated  to  the  authorities 
at  Tobago,  that  his  back  was  sore,  and  that  his  feelings  were 
hurt ;  both  of  which  representations  they  seem  to  have  believed 


*  For  which  "he  drew  his  sword;''  an  expression  which  he  makes  use  of  in  all  his 
lettelB^  wheiMyet  he  speaks  of  hia  Mnploymant  as  a  naval  commaBder. 
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in,  widioiit  fedhig  tfaems^hres  called  upon  to  heal  the  ose^  or 
to  sooth  the  other.  But  it  appears  that  he  sobBeqoently  insti- 
tuted a  prosecution  against  Paul  in  England,  which  gave  the 
latter  some  trouble,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  letter  from  him.to  his 
mother  and  nsters,  which  we  shall  presently  introduce. 

There  would  scarcely  be  any  necessity  ^f  mentioning  this  cir^ 
cumstance  at  all,  were  it  not  that  calumny  founded  upon  it  <me 
of  its  grossest  charges  against  him  who  was  afterwards  the 
'  Chevalier  Pliul  Jones ;  that  he  was  accused  Iqr  vulgar  rumour 
of  torturing  Mungo,  by  the  process  of  flagellation,  in  a  manner 
which  caused  his  death ;  and  that  his  enemies  did  not  disdain  to 
rejae  up  this  legend,  when  he  had  the  glory  and  the  misfortune 
of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  the  Russian  courtiers.  All  the  au- 
thentic particulars  of  the  transaction  which  we  can  obtain  now, 
ar^,  thatt  being  invested  wkh  a  legitimate  authority,  which 
it  was  more  peculiarly  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
vessd  and  cargo,  on  that  account,  to  sustain,  Paul  punished  a 
sailor  for  rd)ellion  and  sullen  impudence ;  and  that  the  subject 
of  discipline  was  displeased,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected. 
The  following  are  the  official  documents  which  Paul  thought 
proper,  or  found  it  expedient  to  {procure,  in  relation  to  this  trans- 
action. . 

« Tobago. 

^<  Before  the  Honourable  Lieutenfimt-Grovernor,  William 
Young,  Es<).  of  the  island  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  James 
Simpson,  Esq.  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith.  That  some  time  about  the 
beginning  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one*  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy,  a  person  in  the  habit  of  a  sailor  came  to 
this  deponent  (who  was  at  that  time  Judge  Surrogate  of  the 
Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  for  the  island  aforesaid)  with  a  com- 
plaint against  John  Paul,  (commander  of  a  brigantine  then  lying 
in  Rodtley  Bay  of  the  said  kland,)  for  having  beat. the  then 
complainant,  (who  belonged  to  the  said  John  Paul's  vessel,)  at 
the  same  time  showing  this  deponent  his  shoulders,  which  had 
thereon  the  marks  of  several  stripes,  but  mme  that  were  eidier 


moPttd<nr  daagerotts,  to  the  best  of  this  dcfponent's  opinion  end 
belief.  And  An» deponeoft  farther  saith,  that  he  did  summon  the 
said  Mm  Piftid  before  him,  Who,  in  his  vindication,  aUeged  that 
the  sftU  compkuna^  had  on  all  occasions  proved  very  ill  qnaG- 
jled  for,  as  well  as  verj  negligent  in,  his  dcrty ;  and  also,  that  he 
was  very  lazy  and  inactive  in  the  execution  of  his,  tbe  said  John 
Pftol's  lawful  commands,  at  the  same  time  declaring  his  sorrow 
for  having  corrected  the  complainant.  And  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saich,  that  having  dismissed  the  complaint  as  frivolous,  the 
complainant,  as  this  deponent  beHeves,  returned  to  his  duty. 
And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  has  since  understood 
that  the  said  complainant  died  afterwards  on  board  of  a  dif- 
ferent vessel,  on  her  passage  to  some  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 
and  that  the  said  John  Paul  (as  this  deponent  is  informed)  has 
been  accused  in  Great  Britain  a9  the  immediate  author  of  the 
said  comf^aant's  death,  by  means  of  the  said  stripes  herein  be- 
fore mentioned,  which  accusation  this  deponent,  for  the  sake  of 
justice  and  humanity,  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declares,  and 
beBeves  to  be,  in  his  judgment,  without  any  just  foundation,  so 
far  as  rehtes  to  the  stripes  before  mentioned,  which  this  depo- 
nent very  particularly  examined.  And  farther  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

<<  James  Simpson* 
**  Sworn  before  ne,  this  80th  day  of 
June,  VJ7%  William  Young.'* 

^^  James  Eastment,  mariner,  and  late  master  of  the  Barcelona 
padiet,  maketh  oath,  and  saith.  That  Hungo  Maxwell,  carpen- 
ter, formerly  on  bocurd  the  John,  Captain  John  Paul,  mastar, 
came  in  good  health  on  board  his,  this  deponent's^aid  vessel, 
then  lying  in  €rreat  Rockley  Bay,  In  the  island  of  Tobago,  about 
the  midde  of  the  month  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  tad  seventy,  in  the  capacity  of  a  carpenter,  aforesaid ; 
that  he  acted  as  such  in  every  respect  in  perfect  health  for  some 
days  after  he  came  On  board  this  deponent's  said  vessel,  the 
Barcelona  oaekxt  •  after  which  he  was  taken  ill  of  a  fever  and 
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lowness  of  ^irits,  which  continued  tor  four  or  five  days,  when 
he  died  <m  board  the  said  yessel,  during  her  passage  from  To- 
bago to  Antigua.  And  this  deponest  further  saith,  that  he  never 
heard  the  said  Mungo  Maxwell  complain  of  having  received  any 
ill  usage  from  the  said  Captain  John  Paul ;  but  that  he,  this 
deponent,  verily  believes  the  said  Mungo  Maxwell's  death  was 
occcuiioned  by  a  fever  and  lowness  of  spirits,  as  aforesaid,  and 
not  by  or  through  any  other  cause  or  causes  whatsoever. 

"  James  Eastment. 
"  Sworn  at  the  Mansion  House,  London, 

this  30th  of  January,  1773,  before  me, 

James  Townsend,  Mayor." 

'*  These  do  certify  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  bearer. 
Captain  John  Paul,  was  two  voyages  master  o(  a  vessel  called 
the  John,  in  our  employ  in  the  West  India  trade,  during  which 
time  he  approved  himself  every  way  qualified  both  as  a  naviga- 
tor and  supercargo ;  but  as  our  present  firm  is  dissolved,  the 
vessel  was  sold,  and  of  course  he  is  out  of  our  employ,  all  ac- 
counts between  him  and  the  owners  being  amicably  adjusted. 
Certified  at  Kirkcodbright  this  1st  of  April,  1771. 

"  CuRRiE,  Beck,  &  Co. 

The  following  is  the  letter  to  his  mother  and  sisters,  written 
more  than  two  years  after  the  affair  in  question,  during  which 
time  he  must  have  made  other  voyages^ 

<«  London,  2Aih  Septembety  1773. 

**Mt  DEA&  MOTHER  AITB  8I8TXR8, 

^*I  only  arrived  here  last  night  firom  the  Grenadas.  I  have 
had  but  poor  health  during  the  vojrage ;  and  my  success  in  it 
not  having  equalkd  my  first  sanguine  expectations,  has  added 
very  much  to  the  asperity  of  my  misfortunes,  and,  I  am  well 
assured,  was  the  cause  of  my  loss  of  health.  I  am  now,  how- 
ever, better,  and  I  trust  Providence  will  soon  put  me  in  a  way 
to  get  bread,  and  (which  is  by  far  my  greatest  happiness)  be 


Benrk^abk  to«y  poor  but  msu^HvalttBd  fiieB^  lamaUeto 
give  joa  no  acoount  of  my  figure  proceadingBy  aa  they  dqpond 
upon  oircuiiutaiioes  which  aito  not  fiilly  deCermiaed. 

*'  I  have  enclosed  you  -a  eopy  of  an  affidavit  ma^e  be&re 
GoretMr  Tonng  by  the  Jnige  of  the  Cobrt  of  Yioe-Admirahy  of 
Tobago,  by  which  you  will  see  with  how  little  reason  my  life  baa 
been  thirsted  after,  and,  which  is  much  dearer  to  me,  my  honour, 
by  maheiously  loading  my  fiur  character  with  obloquy  and  vile 
aspersicms.  I  beliere  there  are  few  who  are  hard-hearted  enough 
to  think  I  have  not  long  since  given  the  world  every  satis&otion 
in  my  power,  being  conscious  of  my  innocence  before  Heaven, 
who  will  one  dayjudge  even  my  judgeif.  I  staked  my  honour,  Itjife, 
and  fortune  for  six  long  months  on  the  verdict  of  a  British  jury, 
notwithstanding  I  was  sensible  of  the  general  prejudices  which 
ran  against  me ;  but,  after  all,  none  ofmy  accusers  had  the  cou- 
rage to  confront  me.  Yet  I  am  willing  to  convince  the  world, 
if  reason  and  facts  will  do  it,  that  they  have  had  no  foundation 
for  their  harsh  treatment.  I  mean  to  sei^  Mr.  Craik  a  ccqpy 
properly  proved,  as  his  nice  feelings  will  not  perhaps  be  other- 
ways  satisfied ;  in  the  mean  time,  if  you  please,  you  may  show 
him  that  enck)sed.  His  ungracious  conduct  to  me  before  I  left 
Scotland  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  the  better  of.  Every 
person  of  feeling  must  think  meanly  of  adding  to  the  load  of  die 
afUcted.  It  is  true  I  hare  it  with  seeming  imcoocem,  but  Hea- 
ven can  witness  for  me,  that  I  suffered  the  more  on  that  very 
account.    But  enough  <^  tins."  •  •  • 

The  precise  nature  <^  the  ungracious  conduct  of  Craik,  refer- 
red to  in  the  foregoing  letter  cannot  now  be  explained  with  {ve- 
Qsion,  but  may  easily  be  conjectured.  Paul  looked  up  to  this 
gentleman  as  the  former  patron  of  his  father,  and  existing  pro- 
tector of  his  mother  and  sisters,  with  gratitude  and  deference, 
and  probably  virith  a  warmth  of  respectful  regard,  which  was 
chilled  by  the  mortifying  coldness  of  a  cautious  recqition,  such 
as  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  he  may  have  met  with  from  Mr.  Craik, 
to  whom  his  conduct  had  been  misrepresented.  He  had,  no 
doubt,  taken  it  for  granted  that  his  own  simple  statements 


wooWbe  raftdeiif  to  sat&ify  ^wtet  li»  ca^ 
tluie  g^al^tmam;  ia-  wideli  ezpedatioii  it  would  seem  tbai  lie 
was  disa]:qx>ittteA  it  is  known  that  Bfr.  C.  aubsoqaentiy  ex^ 
ca^ated  kka  fron»  i^  blame  in  the  a£bir  of  M nngo.  The  fol* 
lawiiigr  letter  ai^ieani  to  hare  been  the  last  whicliPaal  eYerad<- 
ctoaMod  to  ton* 

^  St.  Georgei,  Grenada^  fith  Ang.  1770. 
**Sia, 

^Common  report  here  sajps  diat  my  owners  are  going  to  fin- 
\A  their  connexioi»inthe  West  Indies  as  fest  as  possible.  How 
fiff  this  is  true,  I  riiaU  not  pretend  to  judge ;  but  should  that 
reafly  prove  die  case,  you  know  the  disadrantages  I  must  of 
oaorse  labour  under. 

^*  These,  however,  would  not  have  been  so  great  had  I  been 
acquainted  with  jhe  matter  sooner,  as  m  that  ease  I  believe  I 
oQirid  have  made  i^erest  with  simie  gentlemen  here  to  have  been 
coneemed  with  me  in  a  large  sh^  out  of  London ;  and  as  these 
gentlemen  have  estates  in  this  and  the  adjaeent  blonds,  I  shoidd 
have  been  able  to  make  two  voyages  every  year,  and  always  had 
a  fiill  dh^  out  ud  home,  He  &^*  &e. 

**  However,  I  by  no  meuis  repine,  as  it  is  a  maxim  with  me 
to  do  my  best,  and  leave  the  rest  to  Providence.  I  shall  take 
no  step  whatever  witltout  your  knowledge  and  approbation. 

'^  I  have  had  several  very  severe  fevers  lately,  winch  have  re- 
duced me  a  good  dttal,  though  I  am  now  perfeedy  recovered. 

^  I  must  b^  you  to  suj^fy  my  mother,  diould  she  want  any 
thing,  as  I  well  know  your  readiness. 

*'  I  hope  yourself  and  faimly  enjoy  health  and  happiness.  I 
am^  most  sincerely.  Sir,  your*s  always, 

"John  Paul.** 

Shortty  after  this  period,  Paul  commanded  the  Betsy  of  Lon- 
don, a  vessel  engaged  in  the  West  In^  trade.  He  has  been 
accused  of  being  concerned  in  the  smuggling  business,  whidi 
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maa^t  this  time  earned  onto  a  gceat ^^tent  hj  thaCNi  who fiv«i 
«IoDg  the  ahoreB  of  the  Sdbrayi  a  eharge  wbkdi  he  ahrafi 
golemnlj  deaied,  aad  which  there  is  not  a  partide  4if  mdoMe 
to  supporU  Ob  the  Gontrary,  tibe  yery  fir«t  entry  ef  lieeMed 
goods  fronf  England,  made  in  the  Isle  <tf  If  an  after  it  wa^  a»- 
nezed  to  the  crown,  stands  in  his  name  in  the  Custom  House 
books  at  Douglas,  being  of  the  first  rum  regularly  in^ported 
there.  His  commercial  cpeculatioas  in  the  West  Indies  were 
various  and  extensiFe.  His  letters  in  relation  to  dieot,  written 
at  different  subsequent  periods,  may  in  general  be  mi»re  con- 
veniently introduce  in  their  chronological  order.  In  1721  he 
saw  his  relations  in  Scotland  for  the  last  time.  In  1773  he  went 
to  Virginia,  to  arrange  the  affiiirs  of  his  brother  William,  who 
had  died  diildless  and  intestate.  He  left  fimds  at  Tobago  and 
elsewhere,  which  the  faithlessness  of  his  agents  prevented  him 
ftom  realizing  as  he  had  ezpei^ed.  He  was  soon,  to  be  called 
upon  to  act  in  the  great  struggle  for  liber^,  whose  coming  events 
were  to  swallow  up  in  their  importance  the  calculations  of  pri- 
vate interest. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  at  this  time  he  thavgki  he  had 
determined  to  devote  the  rest  of  his  life  to  the  peacefiil  pursuits 
of  agriculture,  study,  and  domestic  life ;  or  as  he  phrases  it,  in 
one  of  his  fovcmrite  quotations,  to  <'  calm  contemfdation  and  po- 
etic ease."  In  his  letter  to  the  Countess  of  Selkirk,  in  which  he 
affirms  that  such  was  his  fixed  purpose,  he  also  speaks  of  having 
been  led  to  ''  sacrifice  not  only  his  favourite  scheme  of  life,  but 
the  softer  affections  of  his  heart,  and  his  hopes  of  domestic  hap- 
piness." We  have  no  data  from  which  to  infer  that  these 
schemes,  affections,  and  hopes,  revolved  around  any  ascertained 
and  existing  orb,  and  centre  of  attraction ;  or  that  Paul  felt 
any  more  distinct  longing  than  that  inspired  by  the  general  be- 
$oin  Maimer  J  proper  to  his  age  and  imaginative  temperament. 
The  latter  was  vastly  different  from  that  given  by  our  modern 
poets  and  moralists  to  their  corsairs  and  pirates,  and  pilots  in 
disguise.  Paul's  letters  show  throughout  that  Jhe  had  a  sense 
of  moral  and  religious  obligationi  tinged  with  a  true  chivalric 
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fioeBng,  Buch  as  does  not  belong  to  roVbers  and  cut-throats* 
His  eariy  education  was  in  Scotland.  We  find,  too,  that 
Thomson  was  hisfayourite  poet.  It  is  unnecessary,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  own  reiterated  assertions,  to  cite  the  common-places 
of  those  'Who  have  best  studied  human  nature,  and  whose  re- 
marks have  become  proverbs,— or  parallel  cases  in  real  life,— to 
strengthen  our  belief  that  it  was  his  intention  at  this  time  to 
abandon  the  sea-service ;  to  plant  and  sow,  and  reap  and  gather, 
in  the  due  Seasons  of  seed  time  and  harvest ;  to  take  care  of  an 
interesting  family ;  and  accept  the  terms  of  the  curse  which  a 
distinguished  profligate  once  thought  so  dreadftd,  of  <<  being 
married,  and  settled  in  the  country." 

It  would,  however,  be  equally  unwise  to  believe,  that  this 
dream  of  "  calm  contemplation  and  domestic  ease,"  would  not, 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  illusion,  soon  have  proved  its  relationship  to  all  the  waking 
and  sleeping  family  (^  phantasms.  Paul  was  bom  for  excite- 
ment and  for  action ;  and  his  rural  and  pastoral  meditations 
were  but  the  solicited  relaxations  of  the  mind,  craving  them  as 
the  body  does  its  natural  repose. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  at  this  time  the  details  and  associations 
of  West  India  trading  voyages  seemed  disgusting  to  him.  It 
would  appear  indeed,  from  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  al- 
ready referred  to,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris  three 
years  after  this  period,  that  his  commercial  affairs  had  become 
temporarily  entangled.  He  says,  "  I  conclude  that  Mr.  Hewes 
has  acquainted  you  with  a  very  great  misfortune  which  befell  me 
some  years  ago,  and  which  brought  me  into  North  America.  I 
am  under  no  concern  whatever,  that  this,  or  any  other  past  cir- 
cumstance of  my  life,  will  sink  me  in  your  opinion.  Since  human 
wisdom  cannot  secure  us  from  accidetits,  it  is  the  greatest  effort 
of  human  wisdom  to  bear  them  well."  It  is  evident  from  his 
relations  to  the  distinguished  person  he  was  writing  to,  from  the 
frankness  of  his  language,  and  his  subsequent  arrangement  of 
all  his  obligations^  that  this  '<  great  Inisfortune"  must  have  been 
a  disappointment  in  business,  on  which  no  shadow  of  censure 


CDiild^  widiottt  iwiapAjf^  be  eaftt*  Thm  dtsappoiBlBiMt,  or  one 
vluch  wai  •mnoetcd  with  k,  it  pvobdbfy  referred  lo  in  tke  letter 
ineerted  kelow,  addreseed  to  a  vndnod  finend,  Mr^Stnart  Mawey 
of  Toiiago,  joflt  beAve  Jones  sailed  front  Boston^  fiilly  commie- 
[  at  an  officer^  tlM  United  atntet.^    Itnnistbeeoafetgdl 


C  •  "  Boston,  4th  May,  1777. 

**  After  an  unprofitable  suBpense  of  twenty  months,  (having  subsisted 
on  Jifty  pounds  mdy  during  that  time,)  when  my  hopes  of  relief  were 
entirely  cut  off,  and  there  remained  no  possibility  of  my  receiving 
wherewithal  to  subsist  upon  from  my  effects  in  your  island,  or  in  Eng- 
land, I  at  last  had  recourse  to  strangers  for  that  aid  and  comfort  which 
was  denied  me  by  those  friends  whom  I  had  intrusted  with  my  all^JThe 
good  offices  which  are  rendered  to  persons  in  their  extreme  need,  ought 
to  make  deep  impressions  on  grateful  minds ;  in  my  case  I  feel  the 
truth  of  diat  sentiment,  and  am  bound  by  gratitude,  as  well  as  honour, 
to  follow  the  fortunes  of  my  late  benefactors. 

^'  I  have  lately  seen  Mr.  Sicaton,  (late  manager  on  the  estates  of  Arch. 
Stuart,  Esq.)  who  informed  me  that  Mr.  Ferguson  had  quitted  Orange 
Valley,  on  being  charged  with  the  unjust  application  of  the  property  of 
his  employers.  I  have  been,  and  am  extremely  concerned  at  this  ac- 
count ;  I  wish  to  disbelieve  it,  although  it  seems  too  much  of  a  piece 
with  the  unfair  advantage  which,  to  atl  appearance^  he  took  of  me,  when 
he  left  me  in  exile  for  twenty  months,  a  prey  to  melancholy  and  want, 
and  withheld  my  property,  without  writing  a  word  in  excuse  for  his  con 
duct.  Thus  circumstanced,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a 
letter  of  attorney  by  Captain  Cleaveland,  who  undertakes  to  deliver  it 
himself,  as  he  goes  for  Tobago  via  Martinico.  You  have  enclosed  a 
copy  of  a  list  of  debts  acknowledged,  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Fer- 
guson when  I  saw  you  last  at  Orange  Valley.  Ifou  have  also  a  list  of 
debts  contracted  with  me,  together  with  Ferguson's  receipt.  And  there 
remcdned  a  considerable  property  unsold,  besides  some  best  Madeira 
wine  which  he  had  shipped  for  London.  C.  By  the  state  of  accounts 
which  I  sent  to  England  on  my  arrival  on  this  continent,  there  was  a 
balance  due  to  me  from  the  ship  Betsy  of  909/.  I5s.  3<^.  sterling ;  and  in 
my  account  with  Robert  Young,  Esq.»  jMkh  Jai^uery,  1773,  th«re  ap- 
peared a  balance  in  my  favour  of  281/.  \s.  Sd.  sterling.    These  sums 
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that  the  phrase  ^^^rery  great  mirfortune,  vUdi  brought  him  into 
North  Ameriea,"  cannot  ait  this  time  be  very  eharly  explained. 
It  is  enough,  that  no  inferenees  can  be  drawn  from  it  prejudicial 
to  his  character.  A  very  natarml  irritatioii' after  the  dreatment 
be  had  received^  will  aceotmt  fbr  the-teiioi^^f  his  expressimis  in 
the  commencement  of  the  letter  from  Boston ;  which  an  English 
writer  speaks  of  as  being  <<  affecting,  from  their  mixture  of  reck- 
lessness and  feeling."* 

exceed  my  drafts  and  just  debts  together;  so  that,  if  I  am  fairly  dealt 
with,  I  ought  to  receive  a  considerable  remittance  from  that  quarter/j 
You  will  please  to  obsenre,  that  there  were  nine  pieces  of  coarse  cam- 
lets shipped  at  Cork,  over  and  above  the  quantity  expressed  in  the  biU 
of  tiuiing.  It  seems  the  shippers,  finding  their  mistake,  applied  for  the 
goods ;  and,  as  I  have  been  informed  from  Grenada,  Mr.  Ferguson  laid 
bold  of  this  opportunity  to  propagate  a  report  that  all  the  goods  which 
t  put  into  his  bands  were  the  property  of  that  house  in  Cork.  If  this 
base  suggestion  bath  gained  belief,  it  accounts  for  all  the  neglect  which 
I  bare  experienced.  But  however  my  connexions  are  changed,  my 
principles  as  an  honest  man  of  candour  and  integrity  are  the  same ; 
therefore,  should  there  not  be  a  sufficiency  of  my  property  in  England  tp 
answer  my  just  debts,  I  declare  that  it  is  my  first  wish  to  make  up  such 
deficiency  from  my  property  in  Tobago  ;  and  were  even  that  also  to  fall 
short,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  make  full  and  ample  remittances  from 
bence)upon  hearing  from  you  the  true  state  of  my  affairs.  As  I  hope 
my  dear  mother  is  still  alive,  I  must  inform  you  that  I  wish  my  property 
in  Tobago,  or  in  England,  after  paying  my  just  debts,  to  be  applied  for 
her  support  Your  own  feelings,  my  dear  sir,  make  it  unnecessaiy  for 
me  to  use  arguments  to  prevail  with  you  on  this  tender  point  Any 
remittances  which  you  may  be  enabled  to  make,  through  the  hands  of 
,  my  good  friend  Captain  John  Plaince,  of  Cork,  will  be  faithfully  put 
into  her  hands ;  she  hath  several  orphan  grand-children  to  provide  for. 
I  have  made  no  apology  for  giving  you  this  trouble  :  My  situation  will, 
I  trust,  obtain  your  free  pardon. 

"  1  am  always,  with  perfect  esteem,  dear  Sir,  your  veiy  obliged,  very 
obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

"  J.  Paul  Jones. 
*•  Stuart  Mawet,  Esquire,  Tobago." 

*  Life  of  Jones,  from  Sherburne's  Collections,  page  20.    London,  Murray,  1835. 
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Hip  p9kmg  yoflaeiwMm  of  hi^  hrothf'8eetale,encoaraged  for  the  . 
time bebg his imngiiiary praditectionfiw gtill life ;  andhe looked 
lor  sufficieiit  remktances  from  those  to  whom  he.hftd  confided  the 
manttf  emeat  of  his  a&iray  to  enabW  him  to  realize  his  yiskm  ai 
traaqdl  sechisicm  fjpom  the  bustle  of  the  world.  la  ike  latter 
hope,  as  has  been  meotioaed,  he  was  disaiqxHBted ;  and  firon 
this  reason,  if  from  no  other,  retireadent  must  have  become  w^ 
sofferable  to  a  youpg  man  of  his  temper,  at  the  stirring  epoch, 

When  tninatlaiitic  Libertj  aroae, 

Not  in  the  luiflhiQe,  and  the  smile  ofheayen, 

Bnt  wrapped  in  whirlwinds,  and  begirt  with  woes. 

la  erery  point  of  view  he  was  then  fitted  to  act  the  part  it  fell 
to  his  lot  to  perform  in  the  ensuing  drama.  Nature  had  made 
him  a  hero ;  circumstances  had  prepared  him  to  command  men,  ^ 
and  give  an  emphatic  direction  to  the  developement  of  their 
energies ;  and  these  qualifications,  united  with  the  integrity  of 
his  heart  and  mind,  rendered  him  worthy  of  co-working  with 
the  band  of  brave  spirits  who  came  forth  with  free  and  uncor- 
ropted  souls,  and  in  the  power  and  majesty  of  truth,  to  vindicate 
the  rights  which  they  knew  how  to  exercise,  as  well  as  to  assert. 
Though  his  education  as  a  seaman  had  been  principally  in  the 
merchant  service,  he  had  sailed  fi^uently  in  armed  vessels ; 
and  how  sound  his  opinions  were,  acquired  by  observation  or 
study,  on  the  subject  of  naval  discipline,  win  appear  from  his 
letters  to  the  continental  authorities ;  while  his  great  practical 
skin  in  aU  his  manoeuvres  and  engagements  is  perhaps  more 
admirable  than  his  daring  and  desperato  courage.  One  of  his 
English  biographers*  observes :  "  It  is  singular  that  during  the 
first  years  of  the  American  navy,  with  the  exception  of  Paul 
Jones,  no  man  of  any  talent  is  to  be  fiMmd  Meeting  its  operar 
tions.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  exertioas  of  this  individual,  who 
was  unsupported  by  fortune  or  connexion,  it  is  very  probable 


*  IJIe  of  Paul  Jones,  fitMn  8hetlranie's  CotlaelioM.    LomloD,  Mnmj,  18B5. 
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that  the  Anifflrieui  naval  povrer  #oiikl  baTegr^^liiaUjr  di0a|ipear- 
ed"  Tkese  remarks  were  uaqoeslioiMMy  dictated  a»  mueh  by 
the  spirit  ol  notional  TaiiiQr»  tdahning^  Jonee  as  a  iMire  hcaea 
British  subjeet,  as  by  a  aatwal  jMurtiafity  of  the  writer  for  Un 
hero«  Jones  had  brave  men  for  Ms  oompeers,  as  jeakma  4]f 
hmour  and  of  rank  as  himself^  better  tai^t  fnm  the  adTttii- 
tages  of  birth,  not  unskilled  ill  their  {UH^bssieiit  and  who  soon 
became  instructed  by  ambition  and  exporienoe.  Hie  Am^^ 
can  naval  force  must  have  been  as  certainly  created  to  a  neces- 
sary extent,  as  the  independence  of  the  colonies,  at  no  distant 
period,  was  inevitable.  But  it  was  among  the  extraordinary 
circumstances,  in  which  the  immediate  designs  of  Providence 
seem  developed  to  the  religious  mind,  that  a  man  <^  sud^a  tem- 
per, and  with  such  peculiar  advantages^  was  sent  to  aid  America 
on  an  element  in  which  she  was  feeble,  and  her  foe,  in  her  fond 
conceit,  omnipotent ;  a  man,  who  was  able,  with  a  force  seem- 
ingfy  contemptible,  to  strike  terror  along  the  coast  of  the  fast- 
anchored  isle,  notwithstanding  her  thousands  of  wooden  walls, 
and  to  give  to  the  American  flag  in  foreign  seas,  a  reputation 
which  it  has  never  lost* 

In  th0  beginning  of  the  year  1775,  as  will  appear  from  one 
of  his  letters,  his  immediate  pecuniary  resources,  from  the 
causes  he  mentions,  had  almost  entirely  fiuled  him,  and  for  the 
two  years  fcdlowing,  he  lived,  as  he  expresses  it,  '*  upon  fifty 
pounds."  Mere  u^ces^ity,  however,  could  not  have  determined 
his  electicm  of  an  occupation,  when  he  accepted  a  commission 
from  the  Continental  Congress.  A  man  who  had  begun  life 
with  nothing  but  *'  health  and  his  good  spirits"  for  his  p^i- 
mony,  who,  wtuie  a  mere  boy,  had  known  how  to  obtain  profit* 
able  employments  of  much  responsibility,  and  who  was  now  in 
the  incipient  prime  of  .mental  and  bodily  vigour,  could  have 
been  at  no  loss  in  investing  the  capital  of  hi^  abilities,  his  credit, 
and  his  ''fifty  pounds,"  in  many  speoulations,  which  must,  to 
ordinary  minds  at  this  epoch,  have  seemed  far  more  promising 
than  the  cause  of  the  colonists.  But  his  heart  was  with  them, 
and  all  his  sjrmpatkiesr  and  even  prejudices,  weri»  in  imison 
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wiUitlmnu  SkKedwageof^farUMiit'wIwiilieiv^iMPil^w 
hehunsdf  diekue%A]*enKm  Ivrf  beendMcountiyofbisfond 
elei^tkMi.  la  it,  he  lud  kud  itm  woeme  <yf  hit  romance  of  re- 
tkeoieiit;  mid  he  Ind  now  MrotherkoiMtsve  the  ocean,  ffiv 
iptereiTj  safiEurastha  aliioiig  appetite  fbr  veaowB,to  be  won  by 
danger,  waa  coneenwdy  wa»  abo  best  serred  by  emberioB^  in 
the  reyelittionarycaiiae;  finr  what  ptomfrikm  eonld  he  have  ob 
tained,  witfaovit  money  orfHends,  inthenaty  of  Great  Britain? 
But  ao  jGur  as  mere  eemie  and  sordid  considerations  were  in 
qHeition,  the  world  of  adventure  offered  to  him  a  wide  marketi 
in  whieb  much  safer  and  cheaper  bargains  mi^it  be  made, 
by  one  who  had  acquired  so  mnch  skill  in  the  traffic.  It  was 
principle^  and  not  necessity  nor  accident,  which,  in  connexion 
with  the  lore  of  glory,  induced  him  to  embark  in  the  cause  of 
liberty. 

This  pmnt  has  been  dwelt^eii  more  at  large,  because  the  last 
Bnglish  eomj^kar  Of  his  momnrs,  with  very  good  intentions, 
q^eaks  of  it  m  an  equifocal  manner,  in  his  analysis  of  PauFs 
mottres.  He  also  enters  into  an  unnecessary  apology  for  his 
ooasenting  to  bear  arms  against  the  mother  country.  The  fol- 
lowing remarks,  made  by  him,  are,  however,  worthy  of  being 
qnoted  here: 

<«  Though  in  the  heat  of  a  strugi^e,  wUch,  from  its  very  nature, 
was,  like  the  feuds  of  the  nearest  rdatives,  singularly  rancc^rous 
and  bilter,  Jones  was  branded  as  a  traitor  and  afelon,  and  after 
his  moil  brilliant  action,  his  capture  of  the  Serapis,  formally 
denounced  by  the  British  ambassador  at  the  Hague  as  a  rebel 
and  a  pirate  according  to  the  laws  of  war,*  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  he  bore  this  stigma  in  common  with  the  best  and 
,  gteatest  of  Us  ccmtempovaries — with  Franklin  and  Washing- 
ton ;  which  last  had  actually  borne  arms  in  the  service  of  the 
king  of  Eiq^land.    The  memory  of  Paul  Jones  now  needs  little 


*  MeiMfMl0r8lrJ«MBfihVtitetotlMBtateM9eiierd,dat6dtheH8gne,8^ 
bfr,1779. 
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vJodicalionfiH'thUiinportaiitBtap.  After  the  pMce  he  efe^crfed 
the  esleem  aod  private  firieiMUiip  ef  Ei^flidunen  who  might 
have  forgiven  the  meet  imbittef ed  polidoal  hostility,  but  neyer 
could  have  overlooked  a  taiAt  on  penonal  honour*  Of  this  num» 
b^  was  the  Earl  of  Wemyss,  whc;  after  the  peace  endeavoured 
to  promote  the  views  of  Jones  on.  various  occasions.  He  him- 
sdf}  however,  discov^*s  a  lurking  consctousiiess  of  having  incur- 
red, if  not  of  meriting)  suspicion  on  this  deficate  ground.  This 
is  chiefly  displayed  by  his  eloquent  though  rather  firequent  as- 
sertions of  purity  of  motive,  superiority  to  objects  of  sordid  in- 
terest, and  disinterested  zeal  for  the  cause,  now  of  America, 
now  of  human  nature,  as  was  best  adiqited  to  die  siqiposed  in- 
clinati^ons  of  his  correspondents.  In  ordinary  circumstances^ 
much  of  this  might  ^ve  ajq^eared  uncalled  for ;  but  the  situa- 
tion of  Jones  was  in  many  respects  peculiar  both  as  a  native- 
bom  Briton,  and  as  a  man  of  obscure  origin,  jealoufiH-«nd  par- 
donably  so— of  his  independence  and  diignity  of  character. 
Somewhat  of  the  heroic  vfumting  which  marks  other  parts  of 
his  correspondence  appears  incident  to  the  enthusiastic  temper 
riunent  of  many  great  naval  commanders.  How  would  Ndson's 
tone  of  confident  prediction,  and  boasts  of  prowess,  have  sounds 
ed  from  the  lips  of  an  inferior  man  ?  In  any  other  than  htm* 
self,  the  customajry  language  of  Drake  would  have  been  reck- 
oned that  of  an  insolent  braggart." 

The  English  editor  is  right  in  referring  to  the  obsowrity  of 
Paul's  origin,  and  the  consequent  nature  of  his  eariy  edttcation^ 
as  one  cause  of  the  quaintness  and  inartificial  *^  heroic  vaunt- 
ing" of  style,  which  often  strikes  us  in  his  lett^s.  The  example 
he  produces  of  other  great  men,  who  occasionally  exhibited  the 
same  bad  taste,  are  illustrious  and  pertinent.  But  as  to  any 
squeamishness  which  Paul  may  have  felt  or  expressed,  on  the 
score  of  his  being  b^rn  on  the  soil,  as  wdl  as  Mnder  the  alle* 
giance  of  Great  Britain,  we  find  no  evidence  in  his  correspon- 
dence which  is  not  directly  against  the  suggestion.  He  fought 
for  his  adopted  country,  the  land  of  his  friendships  and  affec- 
tion ;  and  his  fame  should  not  be  tarnished  without  cause,  by 
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sopponng  thai  any  €(Nii|iiUGdMi8  Tintnigs  dystiirbed  him  in  his 
caveor,  oCiier  than  those  natural  to  the  hest  and  brarest  men 
who  hafe  aerred  in  the  cause  of  haman  iteedom.  Wrking^  to 
Baron  Yander  CapeOaa,  some  years  after  the  conflict  began^ 
he  says,  in  a  spirit  of  bit^pmessy  pro¥dhed  1^  his  being^  'stigln»* 
tized  as  a  prate,  rebel,  d&c*  in  the  British  prints : 

^  I  was  indeed  bom  in  Britain  $  but  I  do  netf  inherit  the  dege- 
■orate  ^irit  of  thatfaHen  nation,  niseh  I  at'  once  laamnt  and 
deqHse.  It  is  far  beneath  me  to  refij  to  their,  hirdiiq^  knree* 
tifos.  They  are  strangers  to  the  inward  approbafion  that 
pneoti^  aaitaiates  aUd  rewiads  the  man  who  Araws  his  sword 
only  in  support  <tf  thedignity  of  firoedom.  America  has  been 
the  coontlry  of  my.  fond  Section  from  ike  age  of  thifteen,  when 
I  irst  sawit.  Ihadthehdpoortohoastwsthmyownhandsthe 
ftflg  of  freedoBi,  the  first  time  it  was  disidayed  on  the  Delaware ; 
and  I  hare  attended  it  with  yeneratiofi  ever  nnce,  on  the 


At  the  time  whtn  Paul  settled,  (or  more  properly,  supposed 
he  meant  to  settle,)>in.  Virginia,  it  woidd  seem  that  he  as- 
ssmied  the  additienal  surname  of  Jones.  Previous  to  this  date, 
1ms  letter!  are  sigtied  John  Paul.  We  are  left  to  conjecture 
the  reason  of  this  arbitrary  change.  His  relations  were  never 
mkie  to.  assign  <Hie ;  there  is  no  aBusion  to  the  circumstance  in 
the  manuscripts  which  he  left,  and  tradition  is  silent  on  the 
aufajeet.  It  was,  however,  a  caprice  by  no  means  singulai'  in  a 
asorfasiiig  man.  It  is.  mentioBed  in  the  biogra^ucal  sketch 
^nitten  finr  the  Edinburgh  Eacyclop»dia,  by  Dr.  Duncan,  oi 
fiootiaad,  that  the  custom  df  taking  the  father's  Christian  name 
as  a  patronymic,  was  not  prevalent  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Paul's  birthplace.  But  it  il^as  common  in  Wales,  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  other  parts,  with  which  he  was  as  famUiarly  acquaint- 
ed* It  does  iiot*seem  ito  be,  in  the  language  of  logicians, 
<^  drawing  a  long  inference,"  to  suppose,  that  in  adopting  a  coun«-  ^ 
try  where  he  meant  to  establish  his  household  gods,  and  be  the 
father  of  his  atm  line,  he  chose  to  assume  a  new  name,  which 
he  had  such  warrant  for  doing,  and  which  should  be  his  own. 
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sad  that  6f  Ua  deiseendanUr^  Hit  vetainng'diat  by  wUdi  be 
had  beat  abrajv  Imown,  pmvev  tbst  be  Ad  ndt  consider  it  to 
hare  been  sullied.  It  is  oaijr  beoaiue  cdiunsy  and  invention 
have  been  busy  wkh  tbe  tojm,  diat  it  aeems  proper  to  sofgeet 
a  plaanUe  ejcplanation  for  this  change. 

It  is  not  widiin  the  province  of  this  narrative  to  sketch  the 
early  history  ef  the  Ammtdean  navy,  or  ils  opoMtions  Airing  tbe 
revokrtkmary  war,  except' where  Jones  was  connected  wirii 
th^m.  Of  tbeBoheishisownhistcNritti.  Widi  the  viewofeat^ 
tmg  off  Ae  supplies  sent  in  store  sbipe  to  Boston,  then  in^  poo*- 
aesBion  of  the  British,  and  in  a  8taleofbloekade,-*'^-of  obtaining 
powder  and  the  munitions  of  war,  whieh  wnre  not  to  be  had  in  the 
colonies^«-«nd  of  retahittbig  fbr  depredations  eomnAted  by^Bhrl^ 
tidi  emissaries  along  the  coast,  the  Crcneral  Ca»i  of  Bhssa*- 
ehusetts  on  the  IStii  November,  ITM,  passed  an  acttindiori^Eisig 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  be  issued  agwist  ships  iafeso- 
ing  the  seaMooait  of  America,  and  ^eeted  coortt  t«  try  and  eon- 
d^nn  soeh  as  shoidd  be  captmred.  General  Washington,  as 
Commander  in  Chief,  gave  eommissions  to  a  rtamber  of  veseeb, 
to  intercept  tbe  supplies  intended  for  Boston.  Privatemrs 
swarmed  in  the  Bay  of  Boston,  and  off  the  neighbouring  sea^ 
coast.  Instances  of  gallant  and  ingenious  enterprises  were  mh 
'  meroos,  and  the  names  of  those  by  whom  they  were  oondncted 
will  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  our  national  Instory.  On  the  18tb 
of  December,  1775,  the  Contin^ital  Congress  adopted  a  report 
of  the  CcKdimittee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  flt^ 
ting  out  a  naval  amumient ;  in  which  it  was  recommeAisd  that 
thirteen  frigates  should  be  got  ready  for  sea;  five  to  be  ef 
thirty-two  guns,  five  of  twenty-eight,  and  three  of  twenty-font. 
They  also  commissioned  a  small  fleet  collected  in  the  Debt- 
ware  to  cruise  against  the  enemy,  and  passed  the  following " 
resolution : 

«'  In  Congress,  32nd  Dec  1775. 
^*  Resolved,  that  the  following  naval  officers  be  appointed : 
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£mk.  Odpiwai  £•«.  CMunMdef  in  CUef  of  Um  leet. 
Dodkj  SalloiiflUll,  Captain  of  the  Alfred. 
AtiqAam  Whipple^      do.  Cokunbus. 

Nicliolas  Biddle,  do.  Asdrew  Doria. 

John  B.  Hopkins,         do.  Cabot. 

^'Ift  Lieatenants,  John   Paul  Jones,  Rhodes  AmoU, 
Staasburjy  Hersted  Hacker,  Jonathan  Pitcher. 

^'  3d  Liewtenantw,  Benjamin  Seabury,  Joseph  Olney,  Elisha 
Warner,  Thomas  Wearer,  —  M'Dougall. 

^*3d  Lkutenaiits,  John  Fanning,  Ezekiel  Burroughs,  Da- 
fliel  Yaughan. 

^^  Resdred,  that  the  pay  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Meet  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month." 

To  this  small  fleet  was  added  the  sloop  Providence,  the  com- 
mand of  which  Jones  declined  for  the  reasons  stated  in  his  nar- 
ratire,  iriiich  we  shall  presently  foUow.  The  force  consisted  of 
the  Alfred,  Commodore  Hopkins,  30  guns  and  300  men;  Co- 
lumbus, Whipple,  26  guns  and  300  men ;  Andrew  Dona,  Bid- 
die,  16  guns  and  200  men ;  Sebastian  Cabot,  Hopkins,  Jun.  14 
guns  and  200  men ;  and  the  Providence,  Hazard,  12  guns  and 
150  men.  The  flag  of  America  was  hoisted  by  Jones,  as  he 
records,  being  the  first  time  it  was  displayed,  on  board  of  the  Al- 
fred, of  which  he  was  first-lieutemmt.  He  does  not  mention  the 
date  of  this  transaction,  which  it  would  be  extremely  interesting 
to  ascertain ;  nor  has  the  present  compiler  been  able  to  fix  it. 
His  commission  to  act  m  lieutenant  bore  date  on  the  7th  De- 
cemb^.  The  squadron  was  originally  destined  to  act  against 
Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  committing  acts  of  outrage  and  depre- 
dation along  the  coast  of  Virginia.  The  navigation  of  the 
Delaware  was,  however,  interrupted  by  the  ice,  and  the  fleet 
did  not  leave  Cape  Henlopen  until  the  17lh  of  Februcury,  1776. 
The  most  sucdnct  and  clear  account  of  this  period  of  his  ser- 
vice is  given  by  Jones  in  the  commencement  of  a  Journal,  drawn 
up  at  the  request  of  the  king  of  France,  and  read  by  that  un- 
fortunate monarch  when  he  was  a  prisoner*    It  is  as  follows 
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'^  When  CSongress  thought  fit  to  e<piip  a  naval  forte  towards 
the  conclusion  of  the  year  1776,  ^for  the  defence  of  Americam 
Uberty^  wnd  for  repeUir^  every  hostile  ifwasion  thereof^  it  was  a 
Tery  difficult  matter  to  find  men  fitly  qualified  fcnr-officersi  and 
willing  to  embark  in  the  ships  and  vessels  that  were  then  put 
into  commission.  The  American  navy  at  first  was  no  more  than 
the  ships  Alfred  and  Columbus,  the  brigantines  Andrew  Doria, 
and  Cabot,  and  the  sloop  Proyidence.*  A  commander  in  chief  of 
the  fleet  was  appointed ;  and  the  Captains  Saltonstall,  Whijqple, 
Biddle,  and  Hopkins,  were  named  for  the  ships  and  brigantines. 
A  captain's  commission  for  the  Providence,  [bought,  or  to  be 
bought,  about  the  time,  from  Captain  Whipple,]  t  whidi  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Hewes  of  the  Marine  Committee  offered  to  his  friend  Mr 
John  Paul  Jones,  was  not  accepted,  because  Mr.  Jones  had 
never  sailed  in  a  sloop,  and  had  then  no  idea  of  the  declaration 
of  independence  that  took  place  the  next  year.  It  was  his  early 
wish  to  do  his  best  for  the  cause  of  America,  which  he  c<msidered 
as  the  cause  of  human  nature.  He  could  have  no  object  of  self- 
interest  ;  and  having  then  no  prospect  that  the  American  navy 
would  soon  become  an  established  service,  that  rank  was  the 
most  acceptable  to  him  by  which  he  could  be  the  most  useful  in 
that  moment  of  public  calamity.  There  were  three  classes  of 
Ueutenants  appointed,  and  Mr.  Jones  was  appointedl  the  first  of 
the  first-lieutenants,  which  placed  him  next  in  command  to  the 
four  captains  already  mentioned.  This  commission  under  the 
united  colonies  is  dated  the  7th  day  of  December,  1775,  as  fii'st- 
lieutenant  of  the  Alfred.  On  board  of  that  ship,  before  Phila- 
delphia, Mr.  Jones  hoisted  the  flag  of  America  with  his  own 
hands,  the  first  time  it  was  ever  displayed,  as  the  commander  in 
chief  embarked  on  board  the  Alfred.     All  the  commissions  for 


\ 

*  In  the  MSS.  copy  before  me  levera]  corrections  occur  in  JTonei'  own  hand  writing 
Some  are  not  material.  In  the  panage  above  he  haa  overlined  **  Ezek.  Hopkinfl,  Eaq 
was  appointed,  &c." 

t  The  words  in  brackets  are  erased  in  the  copy  above  mentioned.  • 

t  "  Commissioned"  as  altered  by  Jones. 


rfii^Ate 


9:4FI»  J#lf  Bft.  96 

the  Alfred  were  dated  before  the  oommisaoiis  for  the  Columbus, 
d&c  All  the  time  this  little  squadron  was  fitting  and  mannmg, 
Mr.  Jones  superintended  the  affairs  of  the  Alfred ;  and  as  Cap*- 
tain  Saltonstall  did  not  appear  at  Philadelphia,  the  eommander 
in  chief  told  Mr.  Jones  he  should  command  that  ship.  A  day 
or  two  before  the  squadron  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  manned 
and  fit  for  sea,  Captain  Saltonstall  i^peared,  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  Al&ed.  The  object  of  the  first  expedition  was 
against  Lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia.  But  instefid  of  proceeding 
immediately  on  that  service,  the  squadron  was  hauled  to  the 
wharfs  at  Reedy  Island,  smd  lay  there  for  six  weeks  frozen  up. 
Here  Mr.  Jones  and  the  other  lieutenants  stood  the  deck,  watch 
and  watch,  night  and  day,  to  prevent  desertion ;  and  they  lost 
no  man  from  the  Alfred.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1776,  the 
squadron  sailed  from  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  having  been  joined 
the  day  before  by  a  small  sloop  and  a  very  small  schooner  from 
Baltimore.  On  the  1st  of  March  the  squadrcm  anchored  at 
Abaco,  one  of  the  Beihama  Islands,  and  C€u*ried  in  there  two 
sloops  belonging  to  New  Providence.  Some  persons  on  board 
the  sloops,  informed  that  a  quantity  of  powder  and  warlike 
stores  might  be  taken  in  the  forts  of  New  Providence.  An  ex- 
pedition was  determined  on  against  that  island.  It  was  resolv- 
ed to  embark  the  marines  on  board  the  two  sloops.  They  were 
to  remain  below  deck  until  the  sloops  had  anchored  in  the  har- 
bour close  to  the  forts,  and  they  were  then  to  land  and  take  pos- 
session. There  was  not  a  single  soldier  in  the  island  to  oppose 
them ;  therefore  the  pkm  would  have  succeeded,  and  not  only 
the  public  stores  might  have  been  secured,  but  a  considerable 
contribution  might  have  been  obtained  as  a  ransom  for  the  town 
and  island,  had  not  the  whole  squadron  appecu-ed  off  the  harbour 
in  the  morning,  instead  of  remaining  out  of  sight  till  after  the 
sloops  had  entered  and  the  marines  secured  the  forts.  On  the 
appearance  of  the  squadron  the  signal  of  alarm  was  fired,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  think  of  crossing  the  bar.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  proposed  to  go  round  the  west  end  of  the  island. 
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and  eiKkftFOfor  to  march  the  marines  up  and  get  behind  the 
town ;  but  this  cotiid  nerer  hare  been  effected.  The  islanders 
would  hare  had  time  to  collect ;  there  was*  no  fit  anchorage  for 
the  squadron,  nor  road  from  that  part  of  the  island  to  the  town. 
Mr.  Jones  finding  by  the  Providence  pilots  that  the  squadron 
might  anchor  under  a  key  three  leagues  to  windward  of  the  har- 
bour, gave  this  account  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  object- 
ing to  the  dependence  on  the  pilots,  Mr.  Jones  undertook  to 
carry  the  Alfred  safe  in.  He  took  the  pilot  with  him  to  the 
fbre-topmast-head,  from  whence  they  could  clearly  see  every 
danger,  and  the  squadron  anchored  safe.  The  marines,  with 
two  vessels  to  cover  their  landing,  were  immediately  sent  in  by 
the  east  passage.  The  commander  in  chief  promised  to  touch 
no  private  property.  The  inhabitants  abandoned  the  forts,  and 
the  governor,  finding  he  must  surrender  the  island,  embarked 
all  the  powder  in  two  vessels,  and  sent  them  away  in  the  night. 
This  was  foreseen,  and  might  have  been  prevented,  by  sending 
the  two  brigantines  to  lie  off  the  bar.  The  squadron  entered 
the  harbour  of  New  Providence,  and  sailed  from  thence  the  17th 
of  March,  having  embarked  the  cannon,  &c.  that  was  found  in 
the  fort.  In  the  night  of  the  9th  of  April,  on  the  return  of  the 
squadron  from  the  Providence  expedition,  the  American  arms 
by  sea  were  first  tried  Jn  an  action  with  the  Glasgow,  a  British 
frigate  of  24  guns,  off  Block  Island.  Both  the  Alfred  and 
Columbus  mounted  two  batteries.  The  Alfred  mounted  30, 
the  Columbus  28  guns.  The  first  battery  was  so  near  the 
water  as  to  be  fit  for  nothing  except  in  a  harbour  or  a  very 
smooth  sea.  The  sea  was  at  the  time  perfectly  smooth.  Mr. 
Jones  was  stationed  between  decks  to  command  the  Alfred's 
first  battery,  which  was  well  served  whenever  the  guns  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  as  appears  by  the  official  letter 
of  the  commander  in  chief  giving  an  account  of  that  action. 
Mr.  Jones  therefore  did  his  duty ;  and  as  he  had  no  direction 
whatever,  either  of  the  general  disposition  of  the  squadron,  or 
the  sails  and  hehn  of  the  Alfred,  he  can  stand  charged  with  no 
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part  of  the  dugraee  of  that  ni|^t.*  The  squadron '  steered 
directly  for  New  Londdn,  aad  entered  that  port  two  dajrs  after 
the  action.  Here  General  Washington  lent  the  squadron  200 
men,  as  was  thought,  for  some  enterprise.  The  squadron,  how- 
erer,  stole  quietly  round  to  Rhodd  Island,  and  up  the  rirer  to 
Providence.  Here  a  court-martial  was  held  for  the  trial  x}f 
Captain  Whipple,  for  not  assisting  in  the  action  with  the  Glas- 
gow.t  Another  court-martial  was  held  for  the  trial  of  Cap- 
tain Hazard,  who  had  been  appointed  captain  of  the  sloop 
Providence  at  Philadelj^a,  some  time  after  Mr.  Jones  had  re- 
fused that  command.  Captain  Hazard  was  brdce,  and  render- 
ed incapaUe  of  serving  in  the  navy.  The  next  day,  the  10th 
of  May,  1776,  Mr.  Jones  was  ordered  by  the  commander  in  chief 
to  take  command  ^  at  captain  of  the  Providence.^  This  proves 
that  Mr.  Jones  did  his  duty  on  the  Providence  expedition.  As 
the  ^oounander  in  chief  had  in  his  hands  no  blank-commission, 
this  appointment  was  written  and  signed  on  the  back  of  the 
eonunission  that  Mr.  Jones  had  received  at  Philadelphia  the  7th 
of  December,  1775.  Captain  Jones  had  orders  to  receive  on 
board  the  Providence  the  soldiers  that  had 'been  borrowed  from 
G^ieral  Washington,  and  to  carry  them  to  New  York,  there 
enlist  as  many  seamen  as  be  could,  and  then  return  to  New 
London,  to  take  in  from  the  hospital  all  the  seamen  that  had 
been  left  there  by  the  squadron-,  and  were  recovered,  and  carry 
them  to  Providence.  Captain  Jones  soon  performed  these  ser- 
vices ;  and  having  hove  down  the  sloop  and  partly  fitted  her  for 
.  war  at  Providence,  he  received  orders  from  the  commandei%i 
chief,  dated  Rhode  Island,  June  10th,  1776,  to  come  immedi- 
ately down  to  take  a  sloop  then  in  sight,  armed  for  war,  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy's  navy.  Captain  Jones  obeyed  orders  with 
alacrity;  but  the  enemy  had  disappeared  before  he  reached 


*  In  the  margm,  in  JTonM*  hand  writing :  "  It  ii  for  the  commander  in  chief  and  the 
captaiaa,  to  anawer  for  the  eecape  of  Ibe  Cflaagow." 

tHeeieiMedhi«eelfbaWMB«*tiwiiri»ggftheaMpieiisas»dhadkinedthewind.'^ 
Mmrgmnl  wati  If  Jmm* 


^-i   % 


38  PAMJh  JON8A* 

Newport.  On  the  13th  of  June,  1776,  Captain  Jones  received 
orders,  dated  that  day  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  ftt>m  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  to  proceed  to  Newburyport  to  take  under  con- 
voy some  vessels  bound  for  Philadelphia ;  but  first  to  convoy 
Lieutenant  Hacker  in  the  Fly,  with  a  cargo  of  cannon,  into  the 
sound  for  New  York,  and  to  convoy  some  vessels  back  from 
Stonington  to  the  entrance  of  Newport.  In  performing  these 
last  services.  Captain  Jones  found  great  difficulty  from  the 
enemy's  frigates,  then  cruising  round  Block  Island,  with  which 
he  had  several  rencontres ; .  in  one  of  which  he  saved  a  brigantine 
that  was  a  stranger,  from  Hispaniola,  closely  pursued  by  the 
Cerberus,  and  laden  with  pubUc  mUitary  stores.  That  brigan- 
tine was  afterwards  purchased  by  the  Continent,  and  called  the 
Hampden.  Captain  Jones  received  orders  from  the  commander 
in  chief  to  proceed  for  Boston  instead  of  Newburyport.  At 
Boston  he  was  detained  a  considerable  time  by  the  backward- 
ness of  the  agent.  He  arrived  with  his  convoy  firom  Boston, 
safe  in  the  Delaware,  the  1st  of  August,  1776.  This  service 
was  performed  while  the  enemy  were  arriving  daily  at  Sandy 
Hook  from  Halifax  and  England,  [under  the  escort  and  pro- 
tection of  Lord  Howe,]*  and  Captain  Jones  saw  several  of  their 
ships  of  war  [which  he  had  the  address  to  avoid.]  Captain 
Jones  received  a  captain's  commission  [under  the  United  States 
of  America,]  from  the  president  of  Congress  the  8th  of  August.! 


*  InCerfined  by  Jones. 

9nie  Commiuioii  of  JTones  was  made  out,  aooording  to  Mr  Sberbame,  on  the  same 
day  on  which  the  relatiYe  rank  of  the  Captains  was  established  by  Congress.  It  was 
as  follows : 

'*IN  CONGRESS. 

**  The  Ddegates  of  the  UttUed  States  tff  New  Hampshire^  MassaehuetU  Bajf,  Rhode 
himti,  Comuetieut,  New  Yorky  New  Jersey,  Pmns^vama,  Deiaware,  MaryUmdf  Fir- 
gma,  North  OaroHnaf  South  Carolma,  and  Georgia,  To 

"JOHN  PAUL  JONES,  ESQ. 

"  Wb,  reposing  especial  tmst  and  confidence  in  yoor  patriotism,  Talonr,  oondaet, 
and  fidelity,  DO,  by  these  Presents,  constitnte  and  appoint  yon  to  be  Captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  fitted  oat  for  the  defefeoe  of  American 


^  Tir'iiBKihMiiSa 


^  It  wa»  pn^MMPed  to  C^itam  Jo&ed  by  the  Marine  Ooitlinittee 
of  Congress  to  go  to  Connecticut,  to  command  the  brigantine 
Hampdra ;  but  he  choosing  rather  to  remain  in  the  sloop  Pro- 
Yidence,  had  orders  to  go*  out  on  a  cruise  against  the  enemy 
**  for  six  weeksy  [or]  two  or  three  months."  Heiras  not  limited 
to  any  particular  stacicm  or  service.  He  left  the  Delaware  the 
21st  <^  August,  and  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  on  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1T76.  Captain  Jones  had  only  seventy  men  when  he 
sailed  from  the  Delaware,  and  the  Providence  mounted  only  12 
four-pounders.  Near  the  latitude  of  Bermudas  he  had  a  Very 
narrow  escape  from  the  enemy's  frigate  the  Solebay,  after  a 
chase  [and  an  engagement]  for  six  hours  within  cannon-Bhot, 
and  considerable  part  of  that  tin^  within  iHstot*shot*  After- 
wards, near  the  Isle  of  Sable,  Captain  Jones  had  a  running  fight 
with  the  enemy's  frigate  the  Milford ;  and  the  firing  between 
them  lasted  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  after  suns^  The  day 
after  this  rencontre,  Captain  Jones  entered  the  harbour  of 
Canso,  whtf  e  he  reoniited  several  men,  took  the  tones'  flags, 
destroyed  all  the  fishery,  burned  the  shipping,  &c.  and  sailed 
again  the  next  morning  on  an  expedition  agamst  the  Island  of 
Madiune.  He  made  two  desc^its  at  the  principal  ports  of  that 
island  at  the  same  time ;  surprised,  burned,  and  destroyed  all 


liberty,  and  for  repelling  ereiy  hostile  invation  thereof.  Yon  ere  therefbve  eerefiilly 
and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Captain,  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of 
things  tberennto  belonging.  And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  officers,  marines, 
and  seamen  under  ytmr  command  to  be  obedient  to  yonr  orders  as  Captain.  And  yon 
■le  to  obeerve  and  follow  snch  orders  and  directions  firom  time  to  time,  aa  yonehall  re- 
osiye  from  this  or  a^fntore  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  eommittee  of  Congress  (or 
that  purpose  appointed,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  yonr  superior  officer,  according  to  the  rales  and  discipline  of 
War,  the  usage  of  the  sea,  and  the  instmctions  herewith  given  yon.  In  pmnoanoe  of 
the  tmst  reposed  in  yon.  This  Commission  to  continae  ui  force,  until  revoked  by  this 
or  a  fntore  Congreas. 

"  Dated  at  Philadelphia,  October  10th,  1776. 
"  By  order  of  the  Congress, 

"Jour  Havoook,  Pruiimt 
"  Attoet,  CKABxat  THOMMcur,  8tenUH%^ 
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their  ybqiping,  and  the  fisbefy,  Uiough  the  place  abouBded  with 
men,  and  they  had  arms.  All  this,  from  the  Delaware  to  Rhode 
Iflkmd,  was  performed  in  six  weeks  and  fire  days ;  in  which  lame 
Captain  Jones  made  sixteen  prizes,  besides  a  great  number  of 
small  vessehi  and  fisheiy  which  he  destroyed.  The  commander  in 
chief  <^  the  navy  was  at  Rhode  Island,  who,  in  consecpience  of  the 
information  given  him  by  Captain  Jones,  adopted  an  expedition 
against  the  coal  fleet  of  Cape  Breton  and  the  fishery,  as  well  as 
to  relieve  a  number  of  Americans  from  the  coal  mines,  where 
they  were  compelled  to  labour  by  the  eneihy.  The  Alfred  had 
remained  idle  ever  since  the  Providence  expedition,  and  was 
without  men.  It  was  pnq)osed  to  employ  that  ship,  the  brigan- 
tine  Hampden,  and  sloop  Providence,  on  this  expedition,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Jones,  who  had  orders  given  him  for 
that  purpose  on  the  22d  October,  1776,  and  then  removed  from 
the  sloop  Providence  to  command  the  ship  Alfred.  Finding  he 
could  not  enlist  a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  three  sail  be* 
fore  the  nason  would  be  lost.  Captain  Jones  determined  to  leave 
the  sloop  Providence  behind;  but  Captain  Hacker  ran  the 
Hampden  upon  a  ledge  of  rocks  on  the  27th,  and  knocked  off 
'  her  keel,  which  obliged  Captain  Jones  to  remove  him  into  the 
doop^  Pft>videnoe«  The  Alfred  and  Providence  sailed  together 
on  this  expedition  the  2d  of  November,  1776,  Captain  Jones 
having  only  140  men  on  his  muster-roll  for  the  Alfred,  though 
that  ship  had  235  men  when  she  left  the  Delaware.  Ciqitain 
Jones*  anchored  for  the  night  at  Tarpawling  Cove,  near  Nan- 
tucket. Finding  there  a  privateer  schooner  belonging  to  Rhode 
Island  inward«bound,  he  sent  his  boat  to  search  for  deserters 
from  the  navy.  His  officers  found  four  deserters  carefully  con- 
cealed on  board.  They  were  taken  on  board  the  Alfred,  with 
a  few  other  seamen,  agreeably  to  orders  from  Ike  commtmder  in 


*  [Paned  betw«ea  tiM  mmtam*  IKgates  at  Block  Uand  and  the  abore,  and  anchor- 
ed for  ibe  Bight  at  Tar^awttig  Cove,  near  Nantucket,  baeaiue  daylight  iraa  neceteaiy 
to  pan  throogh  the  shoalt .]    Cometed  hff  Jmm. 
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eikf.  Tlie  eoomniedin  the  prirateer  broof bt  an  acftion  against 
Oaptahi  Jones  fer  tOfOOOl.  danrages,  and  the  commander  in 
eUef  had  the  pofiteness  not  to  support  him.  Captain  Jones 
proceeded  on  his  expe^htion.  Off  Louisbonrg  he  took  a  brig 
with  arioh  eargo  of  dry  goods,  a  snow  with  a  cargo  offish,  and 
a  huge  ship  called  the  Mdhsh,  boand  for  Canada,  armed  for 
itar,  aod  laden  wMi  soldiers^  clothing.  The  day  after  taking 
these  prizes,  (the  18th  November,)  the  smmt  IMI,  and  the  wind 
blew  fresh  off  Cape  Breton.  To  prevent  separation,  and  not 
from  the  riolence  of  Ae  weather,  Captain  Jones  made  the  signal 
to  lay  to,  which  was  obeyed ;  but  as  soon  as  the  night  began, 
Captain  Hacker  bore  away.  He  made  shift  to  arrive  at  Rhode 
Island  a  day  or  two  before  the  place  was  talwn  by  the  enemy. 
Captain  Jones  ordered  his  prizes,  the  Inrigantineand  the  snow, 
to  steer  for  American  ports ;  but  detenrined  not  to  lose  sight  of 
the  Mellish,  unless  in  case  of  necessity*  Captain  Jones,  after 
that  little  gale  and  some  contrary  winds,  foM  in  with  Canso,  and 
seat  his  boats  in  to  destroy  a  fine  transport  that  lay  aground  in 
the  entrance,  laden  with  Irish  provnicm.  The  party,  burnt  also 
the  oiiHfrarehouse,  and  destroyed  the  materials  fer  the  whale 
and  cod  fishery. 

^^Off  Lonisbourg,  on  the  24th  November,  he  took  three  fine 
ships  out  of  the  coal-fleet,  then  bound  for  New  York,  under  the 
oonv<qr  of  the  frigate  Flora,  that  would  have  been  in  sight  had 
the  fog  been  dispersed.  Two  days  after  this,  CiLptain  Jones 
took  a  strong  letter-of-marque  ship  with  a  rich  cargo,  from 
Liverpool.  He  had  now  a  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  on 
board  the  Alfred,  and  a  great  part  of  his  water  and  provision 
was  consumed.  He  found  by  his  prisoners  that  the  harbour  at 
the  eool-mines  was  frozen  up,  and  necessity  obliged  him  to  seek 
a  hospitable  port  with  the  five  prize-ships  under  his  convoy. 
No  separation  took  place  till  the  7th  of  December,  on  the  edge 
of  St.  George's  Bank,  where  Captain  Jones  again  fell  in  with 
the  Milford  frigate.  Captain  Jones  [drew  the  whole  attention 
of  the  enemy  towards  the  Alfred,  and  thereby]  had  the  address 
[by  running  the  greatest  risk  himself,]  to  save  all  his  prises  ex*- 

5^ 
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eept  OMi  (tke  l6Ctal^<l£dBarqlle  firott  Liv^erpool,)  and  that  one 
would  not  hare  been  taken,  had  not  die  ]^eHiia8ter>  w1m>  wai 
three  leagues  to  windward,  foolbhly  ma  doii^  under  the  MiK 
ford's  lee.  The  MelUah  arrived  safe  with  the  dotfaing  at  Dart* 
mouth,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  Captaiq  Ames,  to  (mm 
within  Nantucket  shoals;  and  Captain  Jones,  after  raeetinf 
with  piuch  tempestuous  weath^  arrived  at  Boston  the  Ifitk 
Decemher,  1776,  having*  oidy  two  da^'  witer  and  provision 
left.  The  news  of  the  w^pffy  of  elothing  reached  Oenesal 
Washington's  army  Just  be&re  he  re-crossed  the  Delaware,  and 
took  the  enemy's  garrison  at  Trenton.  By  a  letter  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Navy,  dated  on  board  the  Warren, 
at  Providence,  Jaonary  the  14th,  1777,  Ci^ptain  Jones  was  su- 
perseded in  the  cemmaad  of  the  Alfred,  in  favour  of  Captain 
Hinman,  who  said  he  hrougfat  a  commission  from  Congress  to 
supersede  that  of  Captain  Jones.  On  the  21st  of  January,  1777, 
this  drew  from  Captain  Jkmes  a  letter  to  the  llarine  Committee 
of  Congress,  staling  his  Im^mbs  that  Congress  would  not  so  fiu* 
overlook  his  early  and  faithful  services  as  to  supersede  him  b}p 
any  man  who  was  at  first  his  junior  officer,  far  less  by  any  man 
who  declined  to  serve  in  the  Alfred,  &c.  at  the  beginnh^^ 
Captain  Jones  paid  off  the  crews  of  the  Alfred  and  Providence, 
for  which  he  has  never  been  reimbursed.*  On  the  18th  Feb- 
ruary, Captain  Jones  received  an  appointment  by  order  of  Con-* 
gross  from  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  Vioe  Presidmit  of  the 
Marine  Committee,  diUed  Philadelphia,  February  the  5th,  1777, 
to  command  private  expeditions  against  Pensacola  and  other 
places,  with  the  Alfred,  Columbus,  Cabot,  Hampden,  and  sloop 
Providence.  Many  important  schemes  were  pointed  out  ;t  hot 
Captain  Jones  was  left  at  free  liberty  to  ad<^  whatever  he 
thought  best.     This  a]qM>intment  fell  to  nothing ;  for  the  eom.- 


*  *'  Wu  not  reimbnned  until  the  end  of  the  war,  and  then  withent  nnj  interaac." 
Correeud  bff  Jonea. 

t  "  Some  of  which  Captam  Jones  had  aaggeited  to  Mr.  Morria;  and  otben  that 
Mr*  Moiria  had  jadieioailj  imagined  himeH'."    A. 


BMUider  te  dri«f  imttMrntassiM  Cttptahl  ionesi  but  afidotedto 
dnbelieve  his  tf^pdinttnent.  Cafitaiii  Jotieft  made  a  journey  by 
knd  fihMli  Boston  t&  PMlaMphia,  in  erder  to  explain  matters 
to  CiOKgrBU  in  penon*'* 

Tkere  are  two  oCber  documents  written  by  Jcmes,  recapitu* 
hilAag  in  a  muek  more  summary  manner,  the  events  of  the 
cttims  in  whieh  he  was  engaged  during  the  time  passed  oyer  in 
thie  foregoing  extAiet*  One  of  these  is  a  letter  or  memorial, 
addressed  to  the  President  <^  Congress,  written  from  the  Texel, 
Deeember  7th,  1T70,  whieh  he  dsewhere  styles  ^*  a  refreshing 
memorml ;"  the  other,  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Morris,  Minis- 
ter of  the  Marine,  Ac.  dated  Philadelirfiia,  October  19th,  1789.* 
The  narratiire  drawn  up  for  the  king  of  France,  is  by  far  the 
most  precise  $  on  which  tcconnt  it  has  been  introduced.  It  will 
be  i|eoessary«  however,  to  revert  to  some  of  its  details,  for  the 
jmrposM  of  Klttstrating  the  circmi^tanees  it  records,  and  ex^ 
{Mning  the  snbsequent  passages  in  tbe  history  of  Jones. 

Theai^  at  New  Providence  isdesml^  in  the  joiarnal  with 
more  accuracy  than  in  stny  other  account  extant,  which  the 
eonpiler  has  seen.  The  governor  had  ^rivatefy  sent  off  firom 
Nassau  one  hundred  and  fifty  bcmrels^  of  powder  from  Fort 
Nassau.  A  quanti^  of  cafisont,  brass  morters,  shot,  and  shells, 
were  taken  away }  and  the  governor  and  two  more  gentlemen 
were  carried  off  tts  prisoners. 

The  partial  engagement  with  the  Olasgow  is  l»iefly  alluded 
to.  Jones  teit  that  nog^ory  was  ginned  by  it,  and  such  was  the, 
perhaps,  unreasonable  opinion  of  the  American  puUic,  at  the 
time.  Commodore  Hopkins  allied  in  his  justification,  that  if 
he  hod  pursued  the  escaping  frigate,  it  might  have  brought  him 
into  an  engagement  with  the  whole  of  Wallace's  fieet,  then 
emnmslting  great  depredation  oq  the  coast  of  Rhode  Island.t 


*  A  lettef'if  pid>l]Bhe<l'in  BIr.  Sfierlranifl'f  CoUactioiii,  dated  Philadelphia,  Se^ 
SSd,  1782,  oontainiiis  portkms  ofthe  rwj  long  letter  found  in  J<me«'  letter  hooka,  dated 
aa  in  the  text. 

t  Clarke's  Naval  Hiatory  ofthe  United  Statea,  page  17. 
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As  Joiies  obeenres,  la  his  marginal  maausoriin  na^  it  was  the 
business  of  the  oommander  and  captains  to  answer  for  the 
escape  of  the  frigate ;  yet  a  sensibility,  not  unallied,  perhaps,  to 
a  premature  and  morbid  apprehension  that  c^isure  woidd  light 
upon  himself,  caused  him  always  to  speak  of  tins  affiur  as  if  his 
personal  conduct  stood  in  need  of  exculpation*  Such  is  the 
temperunent  ot:those  who  feel  that  they  are  ^  born  to  achieve 
greatness ;''  the  exhibition  <^  which,  until  their  yiaion  is  realised^ 
is  laid  to  the  score  of  personal  vanity.  In  the  letter  to  the  Plre- 
sideat  of  Congress,  last  referred  to,  Jones  says :  ''  I  eo«itinued 
in  that  ship,  (the  Alfred,)  and  had  my  share  of  the  dishonour 
which  attended  the  first  essay;<^  Ameiican  arms  by  sea,  with  , 
the  Glasgow.  Permit  me  however  to  observe,  that  as  I  was 
stationed  to  conuaand  the  lower  battery  of  the  Alfred,  I  had  no 
share  in  the  government  ctf  the  sails  or  helm ;  and  as  the  artU- 
leiy  under  my  direction  was  well  served,  whenever  it  could  be 
brought  to  bear,  I  hope  Congress  will  not  find  that  the  disgraee 
of  that  night  was  owing  to  me."  Writing  to  Mr.  Hewes,  shortly 
after  the  transaction,  he  says :  '*  My  station  confined  me  to  the 
Alfired's  lower  gun-deck,  where  I  commanded  during  the  fluxion ; 
yet,  though  the  commander's  letter,  which  has  been  published, 
says,  *  all  the  officers  in  the  Alfred  behaved  well,'  still  the  public 
Uames  me  among  others  for  not  taking  the  enemy.  But  a  little 
consideration  will  place  the  matter  in  a  true  light ;  for  no  offi- 
cer, under  a  superior,  who  does  not  stand  charged,  .by  that 
superior,  for  cowardice  or  misconduct,  can  be  blamed  on  any 
occasion  whatever." 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  while  thus  disavowing  any  respoosi- 
bility ,  as  a  subaltern,  Jones  by  no  means  imputes  Uame  to  Com- 
modore Hopkins*  He  says,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hewes ;  *^  I 
have  the  pleamre  of  assuring  you  that  the  commander  in  chief 
is  respected  throughout  the  fleet ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  the 
officers  and  men,  in  general,  would  go  any  length  to  execute  his 
olrders."  In  the  same  letter  he  refers  to  the  minutes  of  the 
action  with  the  Glasgow,  as  entered  by  himself  on  the  Alfred's 


^ 


lofhook,  wtoh  are •ppwd>  mB^Mkmn,  mUr.  ShwfcwtWa Col- 

«' At  2  A.  M.  dbarfld  lUp  ibr  aatioo.  Albalffut  two,  thi 
Cabot  beiaf  betweea  us  and  the  mdmjf  b^gaa  to  ei^age,  and 
eooaafter  wedidtkeoune.  AttlMthiidglaMittheeMMybora 
awaj,  and>  by  eroiwdiiif  iail  at  l«ftb  got  a  ooMidanMa  i^qr 
a-baad,  audb  dgiiab  lor  tbe  iwt  <^  tba  EnflMi  flaat  at  BJi^ 
Uand  to  oooie  to  htt  aewttaai^,  aqd  ateored  diMotly  for  the 
harbour.  The  Commodore  then  thaaght  it  im|inideiit  to  riik 
our  prizes,  &c«  by  pursuing  fiuther;  therefore,  to  prevent  our 
being  decoyed  into  their  hands,  at  half  past  6  made  the  signal  to 
leave  off  chase  and  haul  by  the  wind  to  jpin  our  priiBes.  The 
Cabot  was  disaUad  at  the  second  broadside.;  the  cqptain  being 
dangerously  wounded,  the  nmster  and  several  men  killed*  The 
eneaqr's  whole  fire  was  then  directed  at  as»  and  an  unlucky  skat 
having  carried  away  our  wheeUblock  and  ropes,  Ae  skip 
boroadied  to,  and  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  rakfaiy  us 
with  several  brbhdsides  befbre  we  were  again  in  omdition  to 
steer  the  ship  and  return  the  fire*  In  the  action  we  received 
several  shot  under  water,  which  made  the  ship  very  leaky ;  we 
had  besides,  the  mainmast  shot  through,  and  the  upper  works 
and  the  rigging  very  considerably  damaged ;  yet  it  is  surprising 
that  we  only  lost  the  2d  lieutenant  of  marines  and  four  men,  one 
of  whom,  (Martin  Gillingwater,)  was  a  midshipman,  prisoner, 
who  was  in  the  codEpit,  and  had  been  taken  in  the'  bomb  brig 
Bdton  yelariay }  we  had  aojnore  than  tkree  man  damsrous^y 
and  four  riif^Hly  wounded*''* 


*  In  the  87th  number  of  the  *'  Constitntional  Gaaelte,"  published  in 
New  York,  May  9Mi,  1776,  is  a  statement  of  Ci^lain  David  Haw^y, 
who  had  arrived  at  Hartford,  firem  Hahfaz,  wheaoe  he  bad  escaped, 
having  been  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Glasgow  during  the  skirmish  in 
qaestien.  He  says  that,  **  en  the  ^*4h  of  April,  the  Glasgow  failed 
fi^om  Newport ;  in  the  morning  of  the  0th  discovered  sundry  aail»  and 
stood  for  diem ;  came  up  and  hailed  the  brig,  who  answered  that  they 


49  ptfOL  »ai«i^ 

^tb/B  AUSt^iMte  ¥ikktbefi3hMgofwiMw^  the  e^nt^oM 
now  left,  be  considered  as  discreditable  to  the  infant  Mmf  ti 
AineriM.  The  prtmiotioii  of  Junes,  hj  Hie  eMuiuuider  in  chirf 
ef  the  mcTf^  to  be  Mtiag  beuiaiaiiieiit  of  the  PMvidenee,  pto^es^ 
8S  he  sMetes  hioMelf,  that  the  officer  ttader  whose  commaiid  he 
had  iniBftedhitdy  serted  aj^ored  dt  his  ooadact.  While  coii^ 
veyng  military  stores  and  trocqis  between  Newport  and  New 
York)  he  upp^ars  fhsm  his  joanMl  to  hatie  had  several  ren* 
eimtres  wMi  the  Oerberos  frigsfte  and  with  others.    Mr.  ClarkOy 


irere  from  Plymtrnth ;  then  the  brig  hsiled  ^e  Ghuqjow,  and  was  told 
who  tfa«y  Wttte.  Upon  signals  being  made  and  not  answered,  as  it  was 
isai  dark,  the  Glasgow  rooeired  a  heavy  ImMidside  Aem  the  brig,  kiUsd 
e«i  mab,  and  slii^itty  weuiidsd  another.  Then  the  Alfred  eaae  upi 
and  cleaelj  engaged  her  for  near  thiee  g^bstes,  while  the  hiaekbrig  at* 
tecksd  the  Clsngew  en  her  lee  bow.  It  was  observed  by  the  motion  of 
the  Alftedi  tiiat  she  had  recmved  some  unlucky  AoL  The  sloop  of 
twelve  guns  fired  upon  her  stem  without  any  great  effect.  The  most 
of  her  shot  went  about  six  feet  above  the  deck ;  whereas,  if  tbey  had 
been  properly  leyelled,  they  must  soon  have  cleared^  it  of  men.  The 
Glasgow  got  at  a  distance,  when  she  fired  smardy ;  and  the  engage- 
ment lasted  about  six  glasses,  when  they  both  seemed  willing  to  quit 
The  Glasgow  was  considerably  damaged  in  her  hull ;  had  ten  shot  * 
through  her  mainmast,  fifry-two  through  her  mizen  staysail,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  through  her  mainsail,  aiid  eighty-eight  thifough  her  AM^ 
sail;  had  her  sptts  eatned  away,  and  her  rigging  eat  to  pieces.  On 
the  6th  they  got  into  Rhode  Island ;  early  in  the  morning  of  tibe  7lh, 
were  fired  upon  from  the  shore,  cut  her  cables,  and  run  up  to  Hope 
Uand,  where  the  hospital  ship  followed  them.  The  wind  shifting  to 
the  northward,  they  went  out  and  joined  Commodore  Wallace,  and 
after  two  4sys  sailed  A>r  Hafiftui,  where  Captain  Haidey  tarried  a  fort- 
night, and  on  the  7th  of  April,  made  his  escape  with  eight  others,  in  a 
small  boat,  and  came  to  Old  York." 

The  serenty-fifth  number  of  the  same  newspaper,  of  April  17th, 
1776,  contains  ^  following  aocount  under  date  of  Newport,  April  8th, 
which  throws  light  upon  the  result  of  the  affbir  with  the  Glasgow,  and 
from  its  qualniness  may  not  be  uninteresting* 


in  Us  Narat  Historj  speaks  o{  two  ^'  mifstLgmmm^  mkh  ths 
tmmew  TssseL  Jimes  dies  aot  appear  to  baT»  dsoa>ed  than 
wDrtl^-  of  oonunemoralMn  ia  Us  aaiiatifvo  afid  kttOT*  faooks. 
In  kis  ^refreshinf  meaionay'  la  the  PresideMt  ef  Ooagressy! 
written  (t^m  the  Texd»  he  sajai,  whso  spoakinf  of  this  psriod 
of  his  service;  ^^TIlei»st^|«nriceIperArnaeilikitheArevidoti€)ft 
was  to  transpeet  a  mimhai  of  seUwiafrom  Fravideiue  taNew 
York,  whieh  Oeneaal  Wwihhiftoa  had  lent  as  eM  New  Le^ov 
to  bsqpire  us  with  ooarage  to  asaftave  reaod  to  Bkede  Waad^ 


^lisst  FHdaj  the  mhiisterial' fleet  went  a  Mt&r  wMoutthe  month  of 
ear  hsi^our,  and  in  the  efsaapg*  thejr  sM  retomed  end  saohered  be- 
tween Gould  island  and  Coddington's  Point,  except  the  Glasgow,  of 
twenty-four  guns,  and  a  small  tender,  which  kept  out  all  night.  As 
soon  as  it  was  B|^t,  the  next  nMMaingv  a  paity  of  ^be  troops  statloaed 
o^  the  idaad  got  down  twe  of  iMf  16  psgadefo  upon  the  peiat,  Bik^ 
pla^se  well  apea  these  worse  thaaAlgenae  loveis,  that  tbs^  kidled 
the  Ross  two  or  three  times,  the  Nautias  oneeortwioe,  and  sent  a  shot 
through  and  thnragh  oae  cf  the  armed  teadevs,  upon  which  Captain 
Wa&boe,  of  the  Rose,  s^sit  off  a  boat  to  eut  owaj  the  baof  of  his 
anchor,  ^n  shpped  his  caMe,  aad  made  off  as  fast  as  posmUe;  and 
the  rest  of  Mb  fleet  foUowed  in  the  utmost  hurry  and  oonfiision,  having 
flred  about  fifteen  cannon  upon  our  people  without  the  least  effect, 
theogfa  they  stood  in  considerable  numbers,  as  open  as  they  could  wefl 
be,  wi&ourt  the  least  breast^work  or  other  sh^ten 

**  For  several  hours  before,  and  during  die  above  engagement^  avast 
number  of  cannon  were  heard  flroai  tht  S.  B.  aad  flhout  sunnse  eight 
or  ten  sail  of  ships,  brigs,  dec.  were  seen  a  little  to  ^e  eastward  ai 
BkKsk  island,  and  indeed  the  flashes  of  the  cannon  were  seen  by  some 
people  about  daybreak.  These  things  caused  much  speculation,  but 
in  a  few  hours  the  mysteiy  was  somewhat  cleared  up,  for  away  eiune 
the  poor  Glasgow,  under  all  the  sail  she  could  set,  yelping  fW>m  the 
months  of  her  cannon  like  abroken  legged  dog,  as  a  signal  of  her  being 
sadly  wounded.  And  though  she  settled  away,  aad  handed  most  ef 
her  sails  jast  before  she  came  into  Uie  harbour,  it  was  plainly  perceived 
by  the  hcAm*  in  those  she  had  standing,  and  by  die  hanging  of  her 
yards,  that  she  had  been  treated  in  a  very  rough  manner.    The  other 


l%e  CommodMre  employ^  me  aftenpsrds  for  aome  time  to  es- 
eort  ▼oeieb  from  Rhode  JMaod  into  tl»  Sound,  d&c.  iMie  the 
Ceirberui  and  othei  reiMtft  (nniised  romd  Block  Island*  At 
lait  I  received  ordeni  to  proceed  to  Bo0ton,  to  take  mider  coin 
vay  some  veMek  laden  with  coal  for  Philadelphia.  I  perfomn 
edthat  fervke  abeat  the  time  when  Lord  Howe  arrived  at 
Sandy  Hook.  It  was  proposed  to  eend  me  from  Philadelphia 
bjr  iasd  to  take  command  of  the  Haaqidea  in  Goaneetteiit,  but 
I  radier  preiarredlocontiBae  in  the  Providence,  the  Hampden 
being  a  far  inferior  vessel  to  the  description  that  had  been  given 
of  her  to  Congress.'' 

He  was  eommissioned  to  sail  from  the  Delaware  on  a  creise, 
**  with  unlimited  cnrd^w,"  as  he  expresses  it  in  his  memorial ; 


Tessek  seen  off  stood  «p  the  western  sounds  and  bj  veiy  aatbemic  in* 
Iriligenes  reeeived  on  Satniday  mtmigf  we  are  MLj  convioeed  they 
were  twelre  sail  of  the  Continental  navy,  veiy  deeply  laden  with  can^ 
aon,  mortam,  canaoa-ehot,  bombs,  and  other  warlike  stores  from  the 
West  Indies,  so  that  it  is  probaUe  their  preeious  cargoes  were  the  sole 
eaase  of  Mrs.  Glasgow's  making  her  escape.  Her  tender  was  taken, 
as  also  the  bomb  brig,  and  a  schooner  which  had  been  oat  near  a 
week  in  search  of  prey. 

"As  soon  as  the  Glasgow  got  in,  the  Rose,  Captain  Wallace,  the 
Nautilus,  Captain  C<^lin8,  the  Swan,  Captain  Ascougb,  with  several 
tenders,  and  pirated  jMizes,  stood  out  to  sea,  leaving  the  Glasgow,  a 
large  snow,  and  two  samll  slo<^  at  anchor,  about  three  quartets  of  a 
mile  from  Brenlon's  point.  The  ensuing  night,  a  par^  of  tioops  car^ 
ried  one  eighteen  pounder,  one  nine,  one  six,  and  two  four  pounders,  on 
said  point,  and  eaiiy  yesterday  morning  saluted  the  Glasgow  with  such 
warmth  that  she  slipped  her  cable  and  pushed  up  the  river  without 
firing  a  gun,  under  all  the  sail  she  could  make,  and  the  others  foUowed 
with  great  precipitation.  By  the  terrible  cracking  on  board  the  Glas- 
gow, the  noise  and  confusion  among  her  men,  it  is  thought  the  cannon 
did  good  execution.  The  wind  shifting  to  the  northward  about  noon, 
those  vessels  ran  down  the  back  of  Conanicut  and  stood  out  to  sea, 
supposed  to  have  gone  in  quest  of  Captain  Wallace,  to  make  a  woful 
complaint  of  the  incivility  of  the  Yankees." 


'J 
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and  this  was  certainly  the  sort  of  trust  which  he  best  loved  to 
execute*  Some  extracts  from  his  letters  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee of  Congress,  relative  to  his  adventures  in  this  cruise  of 
*^  six  weeks  and  five  days,"  so  briefly  mentioned  in  his  journal, 
will  probably  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  ^ 

"  Providence,  at  sea,  in  N.  Lqt.  37*=*  iff, 
S.  W.  Longitude,  54*=*,  Sept.  m,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen, 

'*  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  27th  August,  per  the 
brigantine  Brittannia,  which  I  sent  under  the  care  of  Lieutenant 
Wm.  Grinnell.  Since  that,  I  have  been  to  the  southward,  near 
the  parallel  of  Bermuda,  and  brought  to  four  sail  of  French, 
Spanish,  and  Danish  ships,  homeward  bound,  but  without  gain- 
ing any  useful  informatioii.  On  the  first  current,  I  fell  in  with 
a  fleet  of  five  sail,  one  of  them  being  very  large,  it  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion  here,  that  she  was  either  an  old  Indiaman,  out- 
ward bound,  with  stores,  or  a  Jamaica  three-decker,  bound 
homewards.  We  found  her  to  be  an  English  frigate,  mounting 
twenty  guns  upon  one  deck.  She  sailed  fast,  and  pursued  us  by 
the  wind,  till,  after  four  hours  chase,  the  sea  running  very  cross, 
she  got  within  musket  shot  of  our  lee-quarter.  As  thoy  had 
continued  firing  at  us  from  the  first,  without  showing  colours, 
I  now  ordered  ours  to  be  hoisted,  and  began  to  fire  at  them. 
Upon  this,  they  also  hoisted  American  colors,  and  fired  guns  to 
leeward.  But  the  bait  would  not  take,  for,  having  every  thing 
prepared,  I  bore  away  before  the  wind,  and  set  all  our  light  sail 
at  once ;  so  that,  before  her  sails  could  be  trimmed,  and  steer- 
ing sails  set,  I  was  almost  o^t  of  reach  of  grape,  and  soon  after 
out  of  reach  of  cannon  shot.  Our  '  hair-breadth  escape,'  and 
the  saucy  manner  of  making  it,  must  have  mortified  him  not  a 
little.  Had  he  foreseen  this  motion,  and  been  prepared  to 
counteract  it,  he  might  have  fired  severed  broadsides  of  double- 
headed  and  grape  shot,  which  would  have  done  us  very  material 
damage.  But  he  was  a  bad  marksman;  and,  though  within 
pistol  shot,  did  not  touch  the  Providence  with  one  of  the  many 
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.  shots  he  fired.*  I  met  with  no  other  adrenture  tiU  last  night, 
when  I  took  the  Bermuda  built  brigantine  Sea  Nymph,  &c.*' 

He  condudes  this  letter  by  observing  that  he  did  not  'expect 
much  success  in  his  cruise,  as  it  was  too  late  for  the  season ;  a 
remark  which  he  repeats  in  his  next  letter,  dated  three  days 
after,  when  sending  in  the  brigantine  Favourite  laden  with 
sugar,  fhnn  Antigua,  for  Liverpool,  which  he  had  captured  on 
the  evening  of  September  6th,  being  his  third  prize. 

The  following  characteristic  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  ridictdetH,  the  Milford  frigate,  (as  he  ex- 
presses it  in  a  subjoined  prMs  of  his  cruise,)  and  took  or  de- 
stroyed the  shipping  in  Canso  Harbour,  seems  worthy  of  being 
inserted  entire. 

"  Providence  off  the  Isle  of  SdMe,  dOth  Sept.  1776. 
•*Oenti,emen,    •    •    • 

"  From  that  time  [of  despatching  the  Favourite,]  I  cruised 
without  seeing  any  vessel.  I  then  spoke  the  Columbus'  prize, 
the  ship  Royal  Exchange,  bound  for  Boston.  By  this  time,  my 
water  and  wood  began  to  run  short,  which  induced  me  to  run  to 
the  uOTthward,  for  some  port  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Cape  Breton. 
I  had,  besides,  a  prospect  of  destroying  the  English  shipping  in 
these  parts.  The  16th,  and  17th,  I  had  a  very  heavy  gale  from 
the  N.  W.  which  obliged  me  to  dismount  cdl  my  guns,  and  stick 
every  thing  I  could  into  the  hold.  The  19th,  I  made  the  Isle 
of  Sable,  and  on  the  dOth,  being  between  it  and  the  main,  I  met 
with  an  English*  frigate,  with  a  merchant  ship  under  her  con- 
voy. I  had  hove  to,  to  give  my  people  an  opportunity  of  ta- 
king fish,  when  the  frigate  came  in  sight  directly  to  windward, 
and  was  so  good  natured  as  to  save  me  the  trouble  of  chasing 
him,  by  bearing  down,  the  instant  he  discovered  us.  When  he 
came  within  cannon  shot,  I  made  sail  to  try  his  speed.     Quar- 


*  Thitfu  Jonef*  own  account  of  What  is  called  in  the  Naval  Cfaronidehifl  "  action  of 
iix  hours"  with  the  frigate  Solebaj^^f  28  gons,  from  which  he  sared  himself  by  a 
'*  desperate"  manoBaTre.    **  Skilful"  seems  to  be  a  more  appropriate  term. 
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tering  and  fiodaog  tbat  I  bad  tlie  advantage,  I  shortened  sail  to 
give  lum  a  mid  goose  chase,  and  tempt  him  to  throw  away  pow- 
der and  shot.  Accordingly,  a  curious  modfi  engagement  was 
maintained  between  us,  for  eight  hours ;  until  nig^t,  with  her 
sable*  curtains,  put  an  end  to  this  famous  exploit  of  Englidi 
ki{ight-errantry. 

*'  He  excited  my  contempt  so  much,  by  his  continued  firing, 
at  more  than  twice  the  [Nroper  distance,  that  when  he  rounded 
to,  to  give  his  broadside,  I  ordered  my  marine  officer  to  return 
the  salute  with  only  asingle  musket.  We  saw  Lim,  next  morn- 
ing, standing  to  the  westward ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  he 
hath  tcid  his  friends  at  Halifax,  what  a  trimming  he  gave  to  a 
'  rebel  privateer,'  which  he  found  infesting  the  coast* 

^^  That  night  I  was  off  Canso  harbour,  and  sent  my  boat  in  to 
gain  information.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  I  anchored  in 
the  harbour,  and,  before  night,  got  off  a  sufficiency  of  wood  and 
water.  Here  I  recruited  several  men,  and  finding  three  Eng* 
lisb  schooners  in  the  harbour,  we  that  night  burned  one,  sunk  an- 
other, aiMl,  in  the  morning,  carried  off  the  third,  which  we  had 
loaded  with  what  fish  was  found  in  the  other  two. 

^^  At  Canso,  I  received  information  of  nine  sail  of  ships,  brigs, 
and  schooners,  in  the  harbour  of  Narrow  Shock  and  Peter  de 
Great,t  at  a  small  distance  from  each  other,  in  the  Island  of 
Madame,  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay  of  Canso.  These  I  deter<^ 
mined  to  take  or  destroy ;  and,  to  do  it  effectually,  having 
brought  a  shallop  for  the  purpose  from  Canso,  I  despatched  her 
with  twenty-five  armed  men  to  Narrow  Shock,  while  my  boat 
went,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  Peter  de  Great ;  and  I  kept 
off  and  on  with  the  sloop,  to  keep  them  in  awe  at  both  places. 
The  expedition  succeeded  to  my  wish.  So  effectual  was  this 
surprise,  and  so  general  the  panic,  that  numbers  yielded  to  a 
handful,  without  opposition,  and  never  was  a  bloodless  victory 
more  complete.  As  the  shipping  that  were  unloaded  were  all  un- 


*  He  ditef  olTtha  ble  of  Sable. 

t  The  orthography  of  the  muuMcript  is  folbwedl. 
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rigged,  I  had  recourse  to  an  expedient  for  despatch.  I  promised 
to  leave  the  late  proprietors  vessels  sufficient  to  carry  them 
home  to  the  Island  of  Jersey,  on  condition  that  they  immediately 
fitted  out  and  rigged  such  of  the  rest  as  might  be  required.  This 
condition  was  readily  complied  with;  and  they  assisted  my 
people  with  unremitting  application,  till  the  business  was  com- 
pleted. But  the  evening  of  the  25th  brought  with  it  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  with  rain,  which  obliged  me  to  anchor  in  the  en- 
trance of  Narrow  Shock ;  where  I  rode  it  out,  with  both  anchors 
and  whole  cables  a-head.  Two  of  our  prizes,  the  ship  Alex- 
ander and  Sea  Flower,  had  come  out  before  the  gale  began. 
The  ship  anchored  under  a  point,  and  rode  it  out ;  but  the 
schooner,  after  anchoring,  drove,  and  ran  ashore.  She  was  a 
valuable  prize ;  but,  as  I  could  not  get  her  off,  I  next  day  or- 
dered her  to  be  set  on  fire.  The  schooner  Ebenezer,  taken  at 
Canso,  was  driven  on  a  reef  of  sunken  rocks,  and  there  totally 
lost ;  the  people  having  with  difficulty  saved  themselves  on  a 
raft.  Towards  noon  on  the  26th,  the  gale  began  to  abate.  The 
ship  Adventure  being  unrigged,  and  almost  empty,  I  ordered 
her  to  be  burnt.  I  put  to  sea  in  the  afternoon  with  the  brigan- 
tine  Kingston  Packet,  and  being  joined  by  the  Alexander,  went 
off  Peter  de  Great.  I  had  sent  an  officer  round  in  a  shallop  to 
order  the  vessels  in  that  harbour  to  meet  me  in  the  offing,  and 
he  now  joined  me  in  the  brigantine  Success,  and  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Grallagher,  (the  officer  who  had  commanded  the  party 
in  that  harbour,)  had  left  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  gale  in  the 
brigantine  Defence,  and  taken  with  him  my  boat  and  all  the 
people.  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  this  was  done  with  an 
evil  intention.  I  rather  think  he  concluded  the  boat  and  people 
necessary  to  assist  the  vessel  getting  out,  the  navigation  being 
difficult,  and  the  wind  at  that  time  unfavourable ;  and  when  the 
gale  begap,  I  know  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  return. 

"  Thus  weakened,  I  could  attempt  nothing  more.  With  one  of 
our  brigs  and  the  sloop,  I  could  have  scoured  the  coast  and  se- 
cured the  destruction  of  a  large  boat  fleet  that  was  loading  near 
Louisbourg,  with  the  savage  only  to  protect  them. 
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"  The  fishery  at  Canao  and  Madame  is  effectuaDy  destn^ed. 
Out  of  twelve  sail  whic^  I  took  there,  I  only  left  two  small 
schooners  and  one  small  brig,  to  convey  a  number  of  unfortu- 
nate men,  not  short  of  three  hundred,  across  the  Western 
Ocean.  Had  I  gone  further,  I  should  hare  stood  chargeable 
with  inhumanity. 

**  In  my  ticklish  situation  it  would  have  been  madness  to  lose 
a  moment.  I  therefore  hastened  to  the  southward,  to  convey 
my  prizes  out  of  harm's  way,  the  Damono  brig  having  been 
within  fifteen  leagues  of  the  scene  of  action  during  the  whole 
time. 

"  On  the  27th,  I  saw  two  sail,  which  we  took  for  Quebec 
transports.  Unable  to  resist  the  temptation,  having  appointed 
a  three  days'  rendezvous  on  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  Isle  of  Sable, 
I  gave  chase,  but  could  not  come  up  before  they  had  got  into 
Louisbourg,  a  place  where  I  had  reason  to  expect  a  far  superior 
force ;  and  therefore  returned,  and  this  day  I  joined  my  prizes 
at  the  rendezvous. 

'^  If  my  poor  endeavours  should  meet  with  your  ftpprobation, 
I  shall  be  greatly  rewarded  in  the  pleasing  reflection  of  having 
endeavoured  to  do  my  duty.  I  have  had  so  much  stormy  wea- 
ther, and  been  obliged,  on  divers  occasions,  to  carry  so  much 
sail,  that  the  sloop  is  in  no  condition  to  continue  long  out  of 
port.  I  am,  besides,  very  weak  handed ;  and  the  men  I  have 
are  scarce  able  to  stand  the  deck,  for  want  of  clothing,  the  wea- 
ther here  being  very  cold.  These  reasons  induce  me  to  bend 
my  thoughts  towards  the  continent.  I  do  not  expect  to  meet 
with  much,  if  any  success,  on  my  return.  But  if  fortune  should 
insist  on  sending  a  transport  or  so  in  my  way,  weak  as  I  am,  I 
will  endeavour  to  pilot  him  safe.  It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that 
my  officers  and  men  behaved  incomparably  well  on  the  oo- 
casion. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Sec* 

"  John  P.  Jones* 
^  The  Honourable  the  Marine  Committee,  ^ 

Philadelphia." 
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The  fbUowiiig  is  the  list  of  prbses,  taken,  hwtnt,  and  suaak  by 
Jones  this  cruise* 


maimed  and 
sent  in. 


Brigantine 

Britannia, 

Whaler, 

97 

Sea  Nymi^, 

West  Indies, 

>| 

Favourite, 

19 

Ship 

Alexander, 

Newfoundland, 

Brigantine 

Success, 

99 

M 

Kii^ston  Packet,  Jamaica, 

99 

Defiance, 

Jersey, 

Sloop 

Portland, 

Whaler, 

Ship 

Adventure, 

.  Jersey, 

Brigantine  Friendship,     r 

99 

Sdiooner 

John, 

London, 

Betsy, 

Jersey, 

Betsy, 

Halifax, 

Sea  Fk)wer, 

Canso, 

Ebenezer, 

99 

Hope, 

Jersey 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition  to  Cape  Breton,  that  of 
rescuing  the  hundred  American  prisoners  confined  in  the  coal 
pits,  was  not  effected ;  and  other  projects  were  abandoned,  from 
the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  difiiculty  of  procuring  men. 
Jones  indeed  met  with  more  success  than  he  had  anticipated,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  of  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris,  dated  October  17th. 

"  I  have  been  successfully  employed  in  refitting  and  getting 
the  Providence  in  readiness,  but  am  under  the  greatest  appre- 
hension that  the  expedition  will  fall  to  nothing,  as  the  Alfred  is 
greatly  short  of  men.  I  found'her  with  only  about  thirty  men, 
and  we  have  with  much  ado  enlisted  thirty  more ;  but  it  seems 
the  privateers  entice  them  away  as  fast  as  they  4'eceive  their 
month's  pay.  It  is  to  the  last  degree  distressing  to  contemplate 
the  state  and  establishment  of  our  navy.  The  common  class  of 
mankind  are  actuated  by  no  nobler  principle  than  that  of  self-in- 
terest ;  this,  and  this  cdone  determines  all  adventorers  in  priva- 
teers ;  the  owners,  as  well  as  those  whom  they  employ.  And 
while  this  is  the  case,  unless  the  private  emolument  of  individuals 
in  our  navy  is  made  superior  to  that  in  prrroteers,  it  never  can 


TAVh  J01fS&  65 

become  respectable ;  it  never  will  become  fonnidftble.  And 
wkhotit  a  reqpeetable  navy— ^as!  America!  In  the  present 
critical  situation  of  affairs,  human  wisdom  can  suggest  no  more 
than  one  infallible  expedient :  enlist  the  seamen  during  plea- 
sure, and  give  them  all  the  prizes.  What  is  the  paltry  enK^u- 
ment  of  two  thirds  of  prizes  to  the  finances  of  this  vast  continent  i* 
If  so  poor  a  resource  is  essential  to  its  independency,  in  sober 
saikiess  we  are  invcdved  in  a  woful  predicament,  and  our  ruin  is 
fast  approaching.  The  situation  of  America  is  new  in  the  an- 
nals of  mankind  ;  her  affiurs  cry  hasfe,  and  speed  must  answer 
them.  Trifles,  therefore,  ought  to  be  wholly  disregarded,  as 
being  in  the  M  vulgar  proverb  <'  penny  wise,  and  pound  foci- 
ish.'*  If  our  enemies  with  the  best  established  and  most  formi- 
dable navy  in  the  universe,  have  found  it  expedient  to  assign  all 
prizes  to  the  ciq>tors,  bow  much  more  is  such  policy  essential  to 
our  infant  fleet?  But  I  need  use  no  arguments  to  convince  you 
of  die  necessity  of  making  the  emoluments  of  our  ndvy  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  theirs.  We  have  had  proof  that  a  navy  may  be 
officered  almost  on  any  terms,  but  we  are  not  so  sure  liiat  diese 
officers  are  equal  to  their  commissions ;  nor  will  the  Congress 
ever  obtain  such  certainty,  until  they,  in  their  wisdom,  see  pNk- 
per  to  appoint  a  boaid  of  admiralty,  oompetent  to  determine  im- 
partially the  respectite  merits  and  aUlities  <^  their  officers,  and 
to  superintend,  regulate,  and  pcnnt  out,  all  the  motions  and  op- 
eraitions  of  the  navy." 

In  the  same  letter  he  says,  **  Grovemor  Hopidns  telb  me,  that 
he  apprehends  I  am  appointed  to  the  Andrew  Doria;  she  b  a 
good  cruiser,  and  would,  in  my  judgment,  aniErwer  nmich  better, 
were  she  mounted  with  12  sLx-pounders,  than  as  she  is  at  pre- 
sent, witfi  14  fours.  An  jezpediticm  of  importance  may  be  effect- 
ed this  winter,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  part  of  the  original 


*  B J  a  reMladon  of  Coogra«,  of  NoTember  35Ui,  1775,  two  thirdi  of  the  Talae  of 
an  captures,  made  bj  public  fhipi  of  war,  were  referred  to  the  ned  of  the  United 
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fleet.  £ither  the  Alfred  or  Columbus,  with  the  Andrew  Doria 
and  Providence,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  carry  all  before  them; 
and  give  a  blow  to  the  English  African  trade  which  would  not 
soon  be  recorered,  by  not  leaving  them  a  mast  standing  on  that 
coast.  This  expedition  would  be  attended  with  no  great  ex- 
pense; besides,  the  ship  and  vessels  mentioned  are  unfit  for  ser- 
vice on  a  winter  coast,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  new 
frigates.  The  small  squadron  for  this  service  ought  to  -sail 
early,  that  the  prizes  may  reach  our  ports  in  March  or  April. 
If  I  do  not  succeed  in  manning  the  Alfred,  so  as  to  proceed  to 
the  eastward,  in  the  course  of  this  week,  the  season  will  be  lost ; 
the  coal  fleet  will  be  gone  to  Halifax,  the  fishermen  to  Europe.*' 

This  cruise,  however,  of  Jones,  from  Rhode  Island,  was  at- 
tended with  many  useful  and  some  brilliant  results.  The  cap- 
ture, in  particular,  of  the  clothing  in  the  Meilish,  while  it  fur- 
nished a  seasonable  supply  to  the  American  army,  was  a  serious 
privation  to  thkt  of  the  enemy.  In  his  letter  to  the  Marine 
Committee  dated  November  12th,  Jones  says  :  *'  This  prize  is, 
I  believe,  the  most  valuable  that  has  been  taken  by  the  Ameri- 
can arms.  She  made  some  defence,  but  it  was  trifling.  The 
loss  will  distress  the  enemy  more  than  can  be  easily  imagined, 
as  the  clothing  on  board  of  her  is  the  last  intended  to  be  sent  out 
for  Canada  this  season,  ahd  all  that  has  {Receded  it  is  already 
taken.  The  .situation  of  Burgojme's  army  must  soon  become 
insupportable.  I  shcdl  toot  lose  sight  of  a  prize  of  such  impor- 
tance, but  wiU  sink  her,  rather  than  sufiTer  her  to  fall  again  into 
their  hands." 

His  account  of  his"  second  meeting  with  the  Milford,  given  in 
the  memorial  from  the  Texel,  is  as  follows  :  ^'  On  the  edge  of 
St.  Geotge's  Bank,  I  again  met  with,  the  Milford.  The  wind 
was  at  N.  W«  thei  enemy  to  windward,  and  we  on  our  starboard 
tack.  He  could  not  come  up  before  night ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  placed  the  Alfred  and  the  letter  of  marque  from  Liver- 
pool, between  the  other  prizes  and  the  enemy.  I  ordered  them 
to  crowd  sail  on  the  same  tack,  all  night,  without  paying  regard 
to  my  light  or  signals.     At  midnight,  the  Alfred  and  the 
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letter  of  marqoe  tacked^  and  I  afterwarcUi  carried  a  top  light  till 
mormng. 

^'  This  led  the  Milford  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  the  prizes, 
and  particularly  the  clothing  ship  Mellish ;  for  they  were  all  out 
of  sight  in  the  morning.  I  had  now  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty 
in  the  best  way  I  could.  In  the  morning  we  again  tacked ;  and 
as  the  Milford  did  not  make  much  appearance,  I  was  unwilling 
to  quit  her,  without  a  certainty  of  her  superior  force.  She  was 
out  of  shot,  on  the  lee  quarter ;  and  as  I  could  only  see  her  bow, 
I  ordered  the  letter  of  marque.  Lieutenant  Saunders,  that  held 
a  much  better  wind  than  the  Alfred,  to  drop  slowly  astern,  until 
he  could  discover  by  a  view  of  the  enemy's  side,  whether  she  was 
of  superior  or  inferior  force,  and  to  make  a  signal  accordingly. 
On  seeing  Mr.  Saunders  drop  astern,  the  Milford  wore  suddenly, 
and  crowded  sail  towards  the  N.  E.  This  raised  in  me  such 
doubts  as  determined  me  to  wear  also,  and  give  chase.  Mr. 
Saunders  steered  by  the  wind,  while  the  Milford  went  lasking, 
and  the  Alfred  followed  her  with  a  pressed  sail,  so  that  Mr. 
Saunders  was  soon  almost  hull  down  to  windward.  At  last 
the  Milford  tacked  again ;  but  I  did  not  tack  the  Alfred,  till  I 
had  the  enemy's  side  fairly  open,  and  could  plainly  see  her  force. 
I  then  tacked,  about  ten  o'clock.  The  Alfred  being  too  light  to 
be  steered  by  the  wind,  I  bore  away  two  points,  while  the  Milford 
steered  close  by  the  wind,  to  gain  the  Alfred's  wake ;  and  by 
that  means  he  dropped  astern,  notwithstanding  his  superior 
sailing.  The  weather  too,  which  became  exceedingly  squally, 
enabled  me  to  outdo  the  Milford,  by  carr3ring  more  sail.  I 
began  to  be  under  no  apprehension  from  the  enemy's  superi- 
ority, for  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  severe  gale,  which 
really  took  place  in  the  night.  To  my  great  surprise,  however, 
Mr.  Saunders,  towards  4  o'clock,  bore  down,  on  the  Milford, 
made  the  signal  of  her  inferior  force,  ran  under  her  lee,  and  was 
taken !" 

The  delay  experienced  by  Captain  Jones  at  Boston,  where  he 
arrived  with  his  prize,  in  getting  rid  of  his  prisoners  and  being 
delivered,  as  he  phrases  it,  from  the  **  honourable  office  of  a  jail 
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keeper/' — the  inaction  in  which  he  was  oU^ed  to  remain  for 
want  of  a  command, — ^the  neglect  of  Commodore  Hopkinja,  fircHOQ 
unwillingness  or  inability,  to  render  him  any  assistance, — and 
his  being  superseded  in  the  command  of  the  Alfred  by  the  or- 
ders of  that  officer,  were  circumstyances  of  anJrritating  character, 
which  drew  from  him  many  letters  of  indignant  remonstrance. 
Writing  to  the  Commodore  on  the  28th  February,  he  says ;  "It 
is  only  necessary  for  me  to  inform  you,  as  I  have  already  done^ 
that  I  am  appointed  by  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Marine  Board,  dated  the  5th  current,  to  take 
command  of  the  Alfred,  Columbus,  Cabot,  Hampden,,  and  sloop 
Providence,  and  to  call  oh  you  for  every  possible  assistance 
within  your  poWer,  to  enable  me  to  pro&ed  forthwith  on  a  pri- 
vate enterprise,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  America.  The 
letter  has  the  sanction  and  full  authority  of  Congress.  It  is 
written  in  their  name.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  repeat  my  application, 
and  demand  your  hearty  and  immediate  concurrence  with  rae 
ill  the  outfit.  It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  affect  to  disbelieve  my 
ai^KHntment. 

"  I  should  have  appeared  personally  at  Providence,  had  you 
justified  my  conduct  in  obeying  your  express  orders,  instead  of 
leaving  me,  as  you  have  done,  in  the  lurch.*  I  could  then  have 
convinced  you  of  its  being  your  indispensable  duty  to  give  me 
every  possible  assistance.  When  I  placed  a  confidence  in  you, 
I  did  not  think  you  capable  of  prevarication.  I  then,  when  you 
needed  friendsj  gave  you  the  most  convincing  proof  of  my  sin- 
cerity. This  you  must  remember.  I  have  asked  Captain  Sal- 
tonstall,  how  he  could  in  th6  beginning  suspect  me,  as  you  have 
told  me,  of  being  unfriendly  to  America.  He  seemed  astonished 
at  the  question ;  and  told  me  it  was  yourself  who  promoted  it. 
However,  waving  every  thing  of  a  private  nature,  the  best  way 


*  This  refers  to  the  action  commenced  against  Jones  for  damages,  by  the  men  taken 
from  the  Rhode  Island  privateer.  Commodore  Hopkins  left  hin  to  defi»nd  the  sut 
himself,  sa3ring  that  his  orders  had  not  been  given  in  writjag.    See  AppendU,  No.  I. 


is  to  co-operate  cheerfally  together,  that  the  puUie  senrice  may 
be  forwarded,  and  that  scorn  may  yet  forbear  to  point  her  fin- 
ger at  a  fleet  under  your  command*  I  am  earnest  in  desiring 
to  do  eFery  thing  with  good  nature*  Therefore  to  remove  your 
doubts,  if  you  have  any,  I  send  this  by  express,  to  inform  you  * 
that  I  will  meet  you  at  Pawtucket,  or  at  any  other  place,  on  as 
early  a  day  as  you  please  to  appoint,  and  will  there  produce 
credentials  to  your  satisfaction.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  your 
duty  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  Cabot,  or  any  other  vessel 
of  the  squadron.  I  am  astonished  to  hear  that  you  have  ordered 
the  Hampden  out,  vrithout  desiring  an  explanation,  after  you 
received  my  last  letters.  My  appointment  was  unsolicited  and 
unexpected,  and  it  must  be  owing  to  the  hurry  of  business  that 
you  have  received  no  similar  orders.  I  am,  honmired  Sir,  your 
very  obliged,  most  humble  servant, 

"  J.  P  Jones. 

'*  P.  S.  I  have  sent  by  the  bearer  the  coat  which  you  desired, 
likewise  one  for  Mr.  Brown.  If  I  can  render  you  any  service 
here,  in  procuring  other  articles,  acquaint  me  with  the  particu* 
lars,  and  my  best  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting.'' 

The  mixture  of  conciliatory  overtures  with  the  peremptory 
language  of  this  epistle,  shows  that  personal  pique  was  temper- 
ed with  a  predominating  desire  to  serve  the  cause  of  the  country 
at  all  sacrifices.  It  may  be  remarked,  in  parsing,  that  Commo- 
dore Hopkins  had  been  ordered  to  be  censured  by  the  sentence 
of  a  Court  Martial ;  and  that  when  the  rank  and  station  of  the 
commanders  of  the  navy  was  determined  by  Congress,  his  name 
was  omitted. 

In  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  Jones  was  superseded,  as 
he  conceived  himself  to  have  been,  by  junior  officers,  he  has  given 
a  full  account  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Morris  from  Phila- 
delphia in  1783,  the  whole  of  which  document  we  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  publish  in  the  appendix  tq  this  pcu't.*     It  was  an 


*  Bm  Appendix  to  Part  First,  N«  IL 
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arrangement  of  which  he  never  ceased  to  complain,  and  as  the 
facts  stated  by  him  are  uncontradicted,  it  seems  that  he  had  good 
reasons  for  so  doing.  Three  grltdes  of  lieutenants  were  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  22d,  1775.  Jones 
was  at  the  head  of  the  first.  At  this  time  it  is  true  that  Con- 
gress had  not  granted  general  letters  of  reprisal,  nor  had  the 
allegiance  of  the'cdlonies  to  the  British  crown  been  renounced. 
After  the  declaration  of  Independence,  the  organization  of  the 
navy  could  only  properly  take  place,  and  the  rank  of  its  officers 
be  settled,  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  should  determine.  Still  a 
regard  was  due  to  meritorious  services,  and  to  former  prece- 
dence, where  the  imperfect  right  was  supported  by  them.  The 
appointment  of  Jones  to  command  the  Providence  as  Captain, 
by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet.  Commodore  Hojddns, 
though  it  cannot  be  considered  as  establishing  his  rank,  was  en- 
titled to  respect.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1776,  he  received  an 
appointment  as  Captain,  under  the  Umted  States^  from  President 
Hancock.  Congress  had  passed  a  resolution  on  the  17th  April 
preceding,  that  "  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  captains  or 
commanders  should  iiot  establish  rank,  which  should  be  settled 
before  commissions  were  granted ;"  and  it  was  not  until  the 
10th  of  October  foUo^nng,  that  by  another  resolution  they  set- 
tled the  delicate  and  embarrassing  question.*     But  Jones  con- 


*  jRonX;  of  Captains  m  ike  Navy,  established  by  Congress,  Oct,  I9th^ 

1776,  viz. 

CommanderB.  VcbkIs.  Giuu. 

No.  1  James  Nicholson    -    -     -     -  Virginia^    -  -  28 

2  John  Manly      -----  Hancock,   -  -  32 

3  Hector  M'Neil  -----  Boston,      -  -  24 

4  Dudley  Saltonstall       -     -     -  Trumbull,  -  28 

5  Nicholas  Biddle     -     -    -    -  Randolph,  -  32 

6  Thomas  Thompson    -    -     -  Raleigh,    -  -  32 
T  John  Barry       -----  Eflingham,  -  28 

8  Tho>mas  Read Washington,  -  32 

9  Thomas  Chinnell  -    -    -    -  Congress,  -  -  28 
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eeived,  as  it  was  natural  he  should,  that  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment ought  not  to  have  been  wholly  cnrerlooked,  and  fairly  en- 
titled him  to  priority  OTer  those  who  were  commisskmed  as  Cap- 
UUnSf  for  the  first  time^  on  the  10th  October.  In  what  terms  that 
aj^intment  was  couched  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  it  appears 
it  was  mislaid  by  President  Hancodi,  who  bad  requested  Jones 
to  leave  it  with  him  lEbr  a  day  or  two.  In  the  eloquent  arfu«- 
ment  made  for  himself  by  the  latter,  in  the  remonstrance  io 
the  appendix  to  which  we  refer,  he  evidently  confounds  .occa- 
sionally the  terms,  appainimeiU  and  commisdmu  While,  there- 
fore the  government  nmst  be  exempted  from  the  censure  of 
having  violated  any  actual  rights  which  Captain  Jones  had,  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret,  that  in  executing  the  difficult  task  of  assign- 
ing rank,  his  fair  claims  should  not  have  been  admitted.  It  em- 
bittered many  moments  of  his  existence,  when  he  was  strug- 
gling with  other  difficulties,  which  neither  courage  nor  ambitioo 
could  overcome,  and  felt  peculiarly  *' how  near  to  the  hearjt^" 
as  he  expresses  it,  '*  of  every  military  officef,  is  rank,  which  opens 
the  door  to  j^ory." 


10  Charies  Alexander     -    -    -  Delaware,  -    -     24 

11  Lambert  Wickes  -    -    -    -  Reprisal,     -    -     16 

12  Abraham  Whipple  -  -  -  Provideotee,  -  28 
18  John  B.  Hopkins  -  -  •  Warren,  -  •  32 
14  John  Hodge  -----  Montgomery,  -  24 
16  WOliam  HaUock  -    -    -    -  Lexmgton,  -    -     16 

16  Hoysted  Hacker  -    -  .  -     -  Hampden>  -    -    — 

17  Isaiah  Robinson  -    -    -    -  Andrew  Boris,      14 

18  John  Paul  Jones  -    -    -    -  Providence,  -    -  12 

19  James  Josiah  -----  - 

20  Elisha  Hinman    -    -    -    -  Alfred,     -    -    -  28 

21  Joseph  Ohiey Cabot,      -'  -    -  16 

22  James  Robinson  -    -    -    -  Sachem,  -    -    -  10 

23  John  Young   -----  Independence,   -  10 

24  Elisha  Warner    -    -    -    -  Fly,     -    -    -    -  — 
#     Lieut  John  Baldwin     -     -  Wasp,-    -    -    -   8 

lieut.  Thomas  Alberton    -  Musquito,  -    -    -  4 
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Oa  this  subject  he  thus  Vnroie  to  the  Marine  Board  at  Phila- 
delphia, '^  X  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  by  a  letter  firom  Commo- 
dore Hopkins,  dated  on  board  the  Warren,  January  14th,  17T7, 
which  came.to  my  hands  a  day  or  two  a^o,  I  am  superseded  in 
the  command  of  the  Alfred,  in  favour  of  Captain  Hinraan,  and 
ordered  back  to  the  sloop  in  Providence  River.  Whether  this 
order  doth  or  doth  not  supersede  ako  your  orders  to  me  of  the 
10th  ttlt.  you  ci&n  best  determine  ;  however,  as  I  undertook  the 
late  expedition  at  his  (Commodore  Hopkins')  request,  from  a 
principle  ctf  humanity,  I  mean  not  now  to  make  a  difficulty  about 
trifles,  especially  when  the  good  of  the  service  is  to  be  consulted. 
As  I  am  unconscious  of  any  neglect  of  duty,  or  misconduct, 
since  my  appointment  at  the  first  as  eldest  Ueutenant  of  the 
navy,* I  cannot  suppose  that  you  can  have  intended  to  set  me 
aside,  in  favour  of  any  man  who  did  not  at  that  time  bear  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  unless  indeed  that  man,  by  exerting  his  su- 
perior abiikies,  hath  rendered  or  can  render  more  important 
services  to  America.  Those  who  stepped  forth  at  the  first,  in 
ships  altogether  unfit  for  war,  were  generally  considered  as  fran-^ 
tic  rather  than  as  wise  men  ;  for  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
almost  every  thing  then  made  against  them.  And  although  the 
success  in  the  affieiir  with  the  Glasgow  was  not  equal  to  what  it 
might  have  been,  yet  the  blame  ought  not  to  be  general.  The 
principal  or  principals  in  command  alone  are  culpable  ;  and  the 
other  officers,  while  they  stand  unimpeacfaed,  have  their  full 
merit.  There  were,  it  is  true,  divers  persons,  from  misrepre- 
sentation, put  into  commission  at  the  beginning,  without  fit 
qualification,  and  perhaps  the  number  may  have  been  increased 
by  later  appointments ;  but  it  follows  not  that  the  gentleman  or 
man  of  merit  should  be  neglected  or  overlooked  on  their  ac- 
count. None  other  than  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  a  seaman  both 
in  theory  and  practice,  is  qualified  to  support  the  character  of  a 
commission  officer  in  the  navy  ;  nor  is  any  man  fit  to  command 
a  ship  of  war  who  is  not  also  capable  of  communicating  his 
ideas  on  paper,  in  language  that  becomes  his  rank.    I^^is  be 
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adouttedt  the  fi>Fegoiiig  operatiooa  will  be  suflkiently  dmt;  but 
if  further  proof  is  required,  it  can  easily  he  produced. 

^'  When  I  entered  into  the  serricef  I  was  not  actuated  by 
motives  of  self-interest.  I  stepped  forth  as  a  free  -citizen  of  the 
world,  in  defence  of  the  violated  rights  of  mankind,  and  not  in 
search  of  riches,  whereof,  I  thank  God,  I  inherit  a  suffidency  ;* 
but  I  should  prove  my  degeneracy  were  I  not  in  the  highest  d^ 
gree  tenacious  of  my  rank  and  seniority.  As  a  gentleman^  I 
can  yield  this  point  up  only  to  persons  of  superior  abilities  and 
superior  mmt ;  and  under  such  persons  it  wonkl  be  my  highest 
ambition  to  learn.  As  (his  is  the  first  time  of  my  having  ex- 
pressed the  leastanxiety  on  my  own  account,  I  must  entreat  your 
patknce  until  I  account  to  you  for  the  reason  wUch  hath  given 
me  this  freedom  of  sentiment.  It  seems  that  Captain  Hinman's 
commission  is  No.  1,  and  that,  in  consequence,  he  who  was  at 
first  my  junior  officer  by  eight,  hath  expre$»ed  Mfmif  a$  my 
pernor  4^gSctr  in  a  manner  which  doth  himself  no  honour,  and 
whidi  doth  me  signal  injury.  There  are  also  in  the  navy,  per- 
sons who  have  not  shown  me  fair  play  after  the  service  I  have 
rendered  them.  I  have  even  been  blamed  for  the  civilities  which 
I  have  shown  to  my  prisoners  ;  at  the  request  of  one  of  whom 
I  herein  enclose  an  appeal,  which  I  must  beg  leavd  to  lay  before 
Congress.  Could  you  see  the  appellant's  accon^ished  lady, 
and  the  innocents  their  children,  arguments  in  their  behalf  would 
be  unnecessary.  As  the  base-minded  only  are  capable  of  incon- 
sistencies, you  will  not  blanoe  my  firee  soul,  which  can  never  - 
stoop  where  I  cannot  also  esteem.  Could  I,  which  I  never  can, 
bear  to  be  superseded,  I  should  indeed  deserve  your  contempt 
and  total  neglect.  I  am  therefore  to  entreat  you  to  enqdoy  me 
in  the  most  enterprising  and  act^ye  service, — accountably  to 
your  Honourable  Board  only,  for  my  conduct,  and  connected  as 
much  as  possible  with  gei^lenien  and  men  of  good  sense.'' 


'*'  Hii  j#ilo»i  uaoaaiDOti  leit  ha  ■hoald  be  conndared  a  fUdiator,  or  in  any  ahaf^ 
a  mereenaiy  aoldier,  led  him  to  use  ftronf  tenna,  not  always  well  weighed  in  thp 
moment  dnCdignatbn.    The  riehea  he  inherited  were  the  gifta  of  nature. 

See  Appendix  No.  HI. 
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**  My  conduct  hitherto/'  he  says,  in  the  memcMrial  addressed 
to  Congress  from  the  Texel,  "  was  so  much  approved  <rf  by 
Congress^  that  on  the  5th  February,  1T77, 1  was  appointed, 
with  unlimited  orders,  to  command  a  little  squadron  of  the  Al- 
fred, Columbus,  Cabot,  Hampden,  and  sloop  Providence.  Va- 
rious important  services^  were  pointed  out,  but  I  was  left  at  free 
liberty  to  make  my  election.  That  service,  however,  did  not 
take  place ; .  for  the  Commodore,  who  had  three  of  the  squadron 
blocked  in  at  Providence,  affected  to  disbelieve  my  appointment, 
and  would  not  at  last  give  me  the- necessary  assistance.  Find- 
ing that  he  trifled  with  my  applications  as  well  a^  the  orders  of 
Congrefi»,  I  undertook  a  journey  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia, 
in  order  to  explain  matters  to  Congress  in  person.  I  took 
this  step  also  because  Captain  Hinman  had  succeeded  me 
in -the  eommaiidof  the  Alfred,  and,  of  course,  the  service  could 
not  sufi^  through  my  absence.  I  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in 
the  beginning  of  April.  But  what  waa  my  surprise  to  find  that, 
by  a  new  line  of  navy  rank,  which  had  taken  place  on  the  10th 
day  of  October,  1776,  all  the  officers  that  had  stepped  forth  at 
the  beginning  were  superseded !  I  was  myself  superseded  by 
thirteen  men,  not  one  of  whom  did  (and  perhaps  some  of  them 
durst  not)  take  the  sea  against  the  British  flag  at  the  first  f  for 
several  of  them  who  were  then  applied  to  refused  to  venture,— 
and  none  of  them  have  since  been  very  happy  in  proving  their 
supmor  abilities.  Among  these  thirteen  there  are  individuals 
who  can  neither  pretend  to  parts  nor  education^  and  with  whom, 
as  a  private  gentleman,  I  would  disdain  to  associate. 

'*  I  leave  your  Excellency  and  the  Congress  to  judge  how 
this  must  affect  a  man  of  honour  and  sensibility. 

<^I  was  told  by  President  Hancock,  that  what  gave  me  so 
much  pain  had  been  ^he  effect  only  of  a  multiplicity  of  business. 
Be  admowledged  the  injustice  of  that  regulation,  said  it  should 
make  but  a  nominal,  and  temporary  difference,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  I  might  assure  myself,  that  no  navy  officer  litood 
higher  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  than  myselC         -.^ ^ 
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In  ooMiexiott  with  the  foregoing  letters,  it  is  not  out  of  place 
to  inbmhwe  the  following,  to  Mr*  Morris. 

'*  As  the  regulations  of  the  navy  are  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence, you  wiQ  not  think  it  presumption,  if,  with  the  utmost 
diffidence,  I  renture  to  communicate  to  you  such  hints  as,  in 
way  judgment,  wiU  prcmiote  its  honour  and  good  gOTernment* 
I  could  heartily  wish  that  every  commission  officer  was  to  be 
previously  examined;  for,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  there  are 
persobs  who  have  aln|uly  crept  into  commission  without  abili- 
ties or  fit  quaHfieati<m  :  I  am  mysdf  far  ftom  desiring  to  be  ex- 
eased.  Fvom  eicpen&uBe  in  ours^  as  wtsll  as  from  my  former 
iatimaoy  with  many  officers  of  nole  in  the  British  navy,  I  am 
e<»vinced  that  the  pari^  of  rank  between  sea  and  land  or  ma- 
rine officers,  is  of  more  consequence  to  the  harmony  of  the  ser- 
vice than  has  generally  be^d  imagined*  In  Uie  [British  estate 
hshment,  an  admirdi  ranks  with  a  general,  a  vice  admiral  with 
a  fioHtenant  general,  a  rear  admiral  with  a  migor  g^ieral,  a  com- 
modore with  a  brigadier  general,  a  captain  with  a  colonel,  a 
master  and  commcmder  with  a  lieutenant  colonel,  a  lieirtenant 
commanding  with  a  major,  and  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  ranks 
with  a  captain  of  horse,  foot,  or  marines.  I  propose  not  our  ene- 
mies as  an  example  for  our  general  imitation,  yet,  as  their  navy 
is  the  best  r^ulated  of  any  in  the  world,  we  must  in  some  degree 
imitate  them,  and  aim  at  such  farther  improvement  as  may  one 
day  make  ours  vie  with,  and  exceed  theirs.  Were  this  regula- 
tion to  take  place  in  our  navy,  it  would  prevent  numberless  dis- 
putes and  duellings,  which  otherwise  will  be  unavoidable."* 


*  Congress  on  the  15th  November,  1776,  adopted  the  following 

resolution. 

That  the  rank  of  the  naval  officers  be  to  the  rank  of  officers  in  the 

land  service,  as  follows : 

Admiral,    -.--      asa General, 

Vice  Admiral,       -.-        *^        .....  Lieut..  General, 
Rear  Admiral,     --        **        .....  Major  General, 

8 
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Jones  repaired  from  Bo«t<Mi  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  begimiiig 
of  April,  1777.  His  suggestions  as  to  the  premier  gttrBrmiient 
of  the  navy,  and  his  projects  of  annoying  the  enemy,  were  lis* 
tened  to  with  respeetftd  attention.  Whaterer  cause  he  con- 
ceived himself  to  have  for  complaining  of  the  iiominal  rank  as* 
signed  to  him,  the  command  which  it  was  first  resd?ed  to  grre 
him,  and  that  with  which  he  was  in  the  issue  entrusted,  were 
calculated  to  satisfy  his  sense  of  what  was  due  to  his  deserts, 
and  he  expresses  himself  as  being  I%hly  gratified.  Im  his 
Journal,  written  fw  the  king  of  France,  he  says :  **  The  Presi* 
doit  assrared  Captain  Jones  that  this  matter  of  rank  should  be 
arranged  at  a  future  day,  to  his  satisfisustiim,  and  in  the  mea» 
time  he  should  have  a  separate  command,  d&c.  Three  rinps 
were  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  in  the  eastern  states,  and  C^itain 
Jones  was,  by  a  resolved  Congress,  directed  to  take  his  efaeioe 
of  them,  *  toiltf  better  provision  codd  fo  made  for  kimJ^  Cap- 
tani  Jones  spared  no  pains  to  execute  this  last  scheme ;  b«t  be* 
Ibre  it  was  wdl  begun,  he  reeeiTed  an  a}qxiintment  from  the 
marme  and  secret  committee,  to  proceed  to  France  in  the  French 


Commodore,  ---        asa-----  Brig.  Greneral, 
Captain  of  a  ship  of  40  guns  and  upwards,  Colonel, 

I>o.    -    -    -     '  90  to  40  guns,    -    as  a       Lieut  Colonel, 
Do.  of  a  ship  of  10  to  90  guns,    -      **         Major, 
Lieutenant  in  the  navy,      ....      ••         Captain. 

*  "  In  Congress,  March  15, 1777. 

'^  Resolved^  That  Danie]  Waters,  and  Samuel  Tucker,  be  appointed 
Captains  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  the  com- 
mand of  two  of  the  three  ships  ordered  to  be  purchased.  And  that  the 
command  of  the  other  ship  be  given  to  Captain  John  Paul  Jones,  uatfl 
better  fuiovision  can  be  made  f<»  him.^' 

The  resolutions  of  the  Marine  Committee,  authorising  Jones  to  make 
his  election  of  the  three  ships,  as  soon  as  the  purchase  should  be  made, 
andtofitouttheonehemightselectforsea,  areto  the  eSsot  stated  in 
his  foumal. 


flUp  Amphtepilefirora  New  Hampshire,  with  aletter  to  the  Ame- 
rican CkwimifwionerB  at  Paris,  containing  orders  to  inrest  him 
immediately^  wkh  the  command  of  '  a  fine  ship,*  (the  Indian, 
built  for  America  at  Amsterdam,)  <  as  a  reward  for  his  seal, 
and  the  important  s^rices  he  had  performed,  in  vessels  of  little 
force.'  His  departure  in  the  Amphitrite  did  not  succeed,  be* 
cause  the  terms  offered  the  French  commander  were  not  accept- 
ed.'' Speaking  d  this  resolution  of  Congress,  he  says  else- 
where, *'This  was  ge]|wotts  indeed;  and  I  shall  feel  the  whde 
fierce  <^  the  oUigation,  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life." 

In  the  memorandums  and  documents,  in  the  compiler's  pos- 
session, tfamw  is  no  fiirtb^  explanation  of  the  causes  wUdi 
prsurented  Jones  from  embarking  in  the  Amphitrite.  By  a  let- 
ter from  him,  lo  an  agent,  directing  the  enlistment  of  seamon» 
dated  Mbj  S3d,  it  i^pMrs  that  be  hM  no  time  in  acting  upon 
the  appointment  by  the  Marine  Committee.  The  following  are 
the  official  letters  and  iastmctions,  with  which  he  was  fiur- 


*'  Honourable  Oentlemen, 

**  This  letter  is  inftoided  to  be  delivered  to  you  by  John  Paul 
Jimes,  Esq.  an  active  and  brave  commander  in  our  navy,  who 
has  already  performed  signal  services  in  vessels  of  little  force  ; 
and  in  reward  for  his  zeal  we  have  directed  him  to  go  on  board 
the  Amfdiitriter  a  French  ship  of  twenty  guns,  that  brought  in 
a  valuable  cargo  of  stores  from  Mons.  Hostalez  and  Co.  and 
with  her  to  repair  to  France.  He  takes  with  him  bis  commis- 
sion, some  officers  aiid  men,  so  that  we  hope  he  will,  under  that 
sanction,  make  some  good  prizes  with  the  Amphitrite ;  but  oUr 
design  of  sending  him  is,  (with  the  apivobation  of  Congress,) 
that  you  may  purchase  one  of  those  fine  frigates  that  Mr.  Deane 
writes  us  you  can  get,  and  invest  him  with  the  command  there- 
of as  soon  as  possible.  We  hope  yeu  may  not  deby  this  Imsiness 
Qtte  momentf  but  pnrdiaset  in  such  pert  or  place  in  Eun^  as  it 
can  be  done  with  most  c<mvenienee  and  deqnatch,  a  fine  fost- 
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saUing  frigate  or  larger  ship.  Direct  Captain  Jones  where  he 
must  repair  to,  and  he  will  take  with  him  his  officers  and  waem 
towards  manning  her.  You  wiU  assign  him  some  good  house  <»* 
agent  to  supply  him  with  every  thing  necessary  to  get  the  ship 
^edily  and  well  equipped  and  manned*— somebody  that  will 
bestir  themselves  vigoroudy  in  the  business,  and  never  quit  it 
until  it  is  accomplished. 

^^  If  you  have  any  plan  or  service  to  be  performed  in  Europe 
by  such  a  shq),  that  yon  thmk  wiU  be  mqpre  for  tiie  interest  and 
honour  of  the  States  dian  sending  her  out  directly,  Captain 
Jones  is  instructed  to  obey  your  orders ;  and,  to  save- repetition, 
let  him  lay  before  you  the  instructions  we  have  given  him,  and 
furnish  you  with  a  c^y  thereof.  You  can  then  judge  what 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  direct  him  in,  and  whatever  you  do 
will  be  apjH*oved,  as  it  will  undoubtedtf  tend  to  pnmiote  the 
)MiUic  service  of  this  couatry. 

^^  You  see  by  Una  step  how  much  dependence  Ocmgress  fdaoa 
in  your  advices ;  and  you  must  make  it  a  point  not  to  dis^p* 
point  Captain  Jones'  wishes  and  expectations  on  this  occasion. 

**  We  are,  &c. 
(Signed)        ^*  Robert  Morris. 

*<  Richard  Henry  Lbe. 
♦•  Wm.  Whipple. 
"  Phil.  Livinqston. 
'*  The  HoaouraUe  Benjamin  Franktin,  Silas  Deane, 

and  Arthur  Lee,  Esquires,  Commissiontt^,"  &c. 

In  Marine  Committee. 

<'  PkOaddphia,  May  Wh,  1777. 
«  John  Paul  Jones,  Esq. 

*'  Sir — Congress  have  thought  proper  to  authoiize  the  Se* 
cret  Committee  to  employ  you  on  a  voyage  in  the  Amphitrite, 
fVom  Portsmouth  to  Carolina  and  Fraace,  where  it  is  expeeted 
you  will  be  provided  with  a  foe  frigate ;  and  as  your  i^eeent 
commission  is  for  the  command'  of  a  partieajar  ship,  we  now 
send  you  a  new  one,  whereby  you  are  appointed  a  ci^ptain  in 


our  nary,  and  oieoiane  may  oomaiaiid  any  sUp  in  the  s«vtioe 
to  wliich  yoa  are  partieularly  ordered.  Ton  are  to  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Secret  Comniittee»  and  we  are,  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)        **  John  Hancock. 

**  Rob.  Morris. 

"  Wm.  Whipple." 

In  BLUIINE  COKMITTEE. 

"  Philadelphia,  September  dth,  1777. 
"  Sir, 

^' As  soon  as  these  instructions  get  to  hand,  you  are  to  make 
immediate  appfication  to  the  proper  persons  to  get  your  Tessel 
yictoalled  and  fitted  for  sea  with  all  expedition.  When  this  is 
done,  you  are  to  proceed  on  a  royage  to  some  convenient  port 
in  France ;  on  your  arriyal  there,  aj^ly  to  the  agent,  if  any,  in 
or  near  said  port,  for  such  supplies  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of. 
You  are  at  the  same  time  to  give  immedkUe  notice,  by  letter, 
to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Deane,  and  Arthur 
Lee,  Esquires,  or  any  of  them  at  Paris,  of  your  arrival,  request- 
ing their  instructions  as  to  your  further  destination ;  which  in- 
structions you  are  to  obey  as  fiir  as  it  shall  be  in  your  power. 

^*  You  are  to  take  particular  notice,  that  whilst  on  the  coast 
of  France,  or  in  a  French  port,  you  are,  as  much  as  you  con- 
veniently can,  to  keep  your  guns  covered  and  concealed,  and  to 
make  as  little  warl&e  appearance  as  possible.  Wishing  you," 
&c.  &c. 

Jones  had  recommended,  in  a  letter  to  a  member  in  Congress, 
that  the  MelHsh  should  be  converted  into  a  ship  of  war ;  and 
the  secret  committee  had  passed  a  resolution  to  that  effect;  but 
the  intention  was  abandoned  in  consequehce  of  letters  from  him. 
On  the  14th  June,  Congress  resolved,  ^'that  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  should  be  thirteen  stripes,  alternate  red  and 
white :  that  the  Union  be  tUrteen  stars,  white  in  a  blue  field, 
representing  a  new  constellation."  By  another  resolution, 
passed  the  same  day,  Jones  was  appointed  to  command  the 
ship  Ranger ;  on  board  of  vfhich  he  hoisted  the  national  flag 
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for  the  firtt  tune  it  was  diaplayed  on  lioajrd  of  a  man  of  war,  aa 
lie  had  formerly  boUted  the  colonial  one,  in  the  Delaware.* 
He  began  to  fit  out  this  resgel  in  July ;  but  waa  not  ready  for 
sea  before  the  15th  November  foUo^nng.  She  was  scarcely 
half  rigged  when  he  took  charge  of  her,  and  much  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  arming  and  eqmpping  her.  ^  He  wrote  as 
follows  to  the  Marine  Committee  on  the  29th  October. — *'With 
all  my  industry  I  could  not  get  the  single  suit  of  sails  comple- 
ted, until  the  20th  current.  Since  that  time  the  winds  and 
weather  have  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  in  port. 
At  this  time  it  blows  a  very  heavy  gale  fipom  the  N.  E.  The 
diip  with  difficulty  rides  it  out,  with  yards  and  top  mast  atruck, 
and  whole  cables  ahead.  When  it  clears  ap,  I  expect  ths  wind 
from  the  N.  W.  and  shall  not  &il  to  embrace  it,  although  I  have 
not  now  a  spare  sail,  nor  materials  to  make  one.  Some  of  tbaae 
I  have  are  made  of  Hesmngif  (a  coarse  thin  stuff.)  I  never  ber 
fore  had  so  disagreeable  a  service  to  perform,  as  that  which  I 
have  now  accomplished,  and  of  which  another  will  clann  the 
credit  as  well  as  the  profit*  However,  in  doing  my  utmost,  I 
am  sensible  that  I  have  done  no  more  than  my  duty.  I  have 
now  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  having  received  your  orders 
of  the  Gth  ultimo ;  and  diat  I  have  before  me  the  pleasing  {mtos- 
pact  of  being  the  welcome  messenger  at  Paris  of  the  joyful  and 
important  news  of  Burgoyoe's  surrender.  I  have  received  d^ 
spatdies  from  the  Council  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  com- 
missioners, by  express.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  go  out  of  my 
course,  unless  I  see  a  fair  cj^rtunity  of  distressing  the  enemy, 
and  of  rendering  services  to  America." 

Twenty-six  guns  were  provided  fiir  the  Ranger ;  but  Jones 
wrote  that  he  purposed  to  carry  no  more  than  18  six  pounders, 
as  he  thought  the  ship  incapable  of  carrying  a  greater  number 
so  as  to  be  serviceable.  He  complained  that  they  were  all  three 
diameters  of  the  bore  too  short.  tHe  found  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
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coring  mesy  but  be  Was  baAjr  prorided  wkh  ttores,  haring  only 
thirty  gaflont  <tf  nun  for  his  whole  crew.  'With  this  indifibrent 
amuunent  be  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  first  of  November, 
and  arrived  at  Nantes  on  the  2d  December  following.  He  found 
the  Ranger  very  crank,  owing  to  the  improper  quality  of  her 
ballast ;  which  induced  him  <m  hii  arrival  to  shorten  her  lower 
masts,  and  ba&ast  with  lead.  The  following  particulars  of  his 
cruise  are  given  in  his  letter  from  Nantes  to  the  Marine  Com- 
BUttee. — ^^  After  passing  the  Western  Islands,  I  fell  in  with  and 
bimighl  to,  a  nomber  of  ships,  but  met  with  no  Enghsh  proper- 
ty, t&l  within  eighty  leagues  of  Ushant.  I  then  fell  in  with  a 
fleet  of  ten  sail  with  a  strong  convoy,  bound  up  the  channel ; 
but  notwithstandiiig  my  endeavours,  I  was  unaUe  to  detach  any 
ef  them  from  the  convoy.  I  took  two  brigantines  from  Malaga 
wkh  fivit  for  London.  One  of  the  prizes  has  arrived  here. 
The  other,  I  am  now  told,  is  in  Qmberon  Bay.  I  arrived  here 
on  the  9d  current,  without  having  met  with  any  misfortune  on 
the  passage,  though  I  met  with  some  very  severe  weather.  Be- 
sides the  fleet  already  mentioned,  I  fdl  in  with  several  ships  in 
tl)e  night ;  so  that  I  have  had  agreeable  proofr  of  the  active 
qnrit  both  of  my  officers  and  men.  Though  they  have  not  for- 
merly been  conversant  in  the  management  of  ships  of  war,  yet 
I  am  persuaded  they  will  behave  well,  should  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  them  to  action,  dtc."  He  does  not  mention 
in  this  letter  the  particulars  of  Us  meeting  with  the  Invincible; 
a  ship  of  seventy-four  guns,  whidi  was  grring  convoy  to  a  few 
ships  from  Gibraltar.  He  speaks  of  the  affiur  in  his  narrative 
finr  the  king  of  France,  as  a  *'  near  rencounter  f*  and  in  his  let- 
ter from  the  Texel,  he  says,  *^  I  oodd  not  help  diasing  the  In- 
vincible, by  the  way." 

Determining  to  attend  to  the  necessary  alterations  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Ranger  in  person,  his  first  act  on  arriving  at  Nantes 
was  to  write  on  the  5th  December  to  the  commissioneri^  of  Con- 
gress at  Paris, — ^Dr.  Franklin,  Silas  Deane,  and  Arthur  Lee. 
The  following  is  an  extract  fit>m  the  letter : 

**  I  yesterday,  enclosed  you  copies  of  two  letters  which  I  wrote 
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you  preyious  to  my  departure  from  Portsmouth)  together  with 
a  plan  which  I  drew  up  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  regulation  and 
equipment  of  our  in&nt  navy.  It  is  my  first  and  fiEnrourite  wirii 
to  be  employed  in  active  and  -enterprising  senrices,  when  there 
is  a  prospect  of  rendering  acceptable  services  to  America.  The 
singular  honour  which  Congress  have  done  me  by  their  generous 
acknowledgment  of  my  past  services,  hath  inspired  me  with 
sentiments  qf  gratitude  which  I  shall  carry  with  me  to  my  grave ; 
and  if  a  life  of  services  devoted  to  America  can  be  made  instm- 
jmental  in  securing  its  independence,  I  shall  regard  the  continni- 
ance  of  such  approbation  as  an  honour  far  superior  to  what 
kings  even  could  bestow." 

''  I  am  ready  to  lay  before  you  any  <H*ders,  which  I  have  re-- 
ceived.  from  Congress.  At  present  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclo- 
sing for  your  inspection  a .  very  honouraUe  and  unexpected 
appointmenti  &c«''  **  I  have  always,  since  we  have  had 
ships  of  war,  been  persuaded  that  small  squadrons  could  be  em<- 
.ployed  to  far  better  advantage  on  private  eiEpeditions,  and 
would  distress  the  enemy  infinitely  more  than  the  same  force 
could  do,  by  cruising  either  jointly  or  separately.  Were  strict 
secrecy  observed  on  our  part,  the  enemy  have. many  important 
places  in  such  a  defenceless  situation,  that  they  might  be  effect- 
ually surprised  and  attacked,  with  no  very  considerable  force. 
We  cannot  yet  fight  their  navy ;  as  their  numbers  and  force  are 
so  far  superior  to  ours.  Therefore  it  seems  to  be  our  most 
i^atural  province  to  surprise  dieir  defenceless  places ;  and  there- 
by divert  their  attrition,  and  draw  it  off  from  our  coasts.  But 
you  see  that  .my  honourable  correspondent  is,  and  I  know  that 
many  others  are,  of  the  same  opinion." 

The  course  here  recommended  by  Jones  was  the  only  one 
which  eventually  was  found  feasible.  He  was  soon  summoned 
to  Paris  by  the  Commissioners,  to  consult  with  them  upon  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  annoying  the  enemy.  France  was 
.not  yet  in  open  hostility  with  Engkmd,  nor  had  the  commis- 
sioners been  recognised  as  plenipotentiaries.  Jones  was  direct- 
ed to  keep  his  guns  ai|  much  concealed  as  possiUe  while  on  the 


Prendi'  \SongtBi  Ha  iras  desdh^  to  meet^^rith  ft*  ftehoils  diBap- 
poifitktt^niiiii  Min^  obliged  to  assent  to  the  transfer  of  the  Indian, 
the  **  fine  ship''  of  which  he  had  expected  to  receiye  this  com- 
iWi  Artfl,  *  and  wtnch  wus  biiiMuig  at  Amsterdam,  to  the  French 
Ctovemment.  Considerh^g  the  irritabilky  of  his  character,  we 
do  not  find  that  he  bore  this  miscarriage  very  ungraciously. 
Congress  certainly  had  intended  that  he  should  take  command 
of  titts  y easel,  or  of  one  of  equal  force ;  and  he  made  their  reso- 
lution a  ground  for  churning  the  rank  Which  such  a  command 
woeM  hare  given  him.  ■  But  he  submitted  to  parting  with  the 
Indian  with  tolerable  good  humour,  as  the  extrai^s^  from  his  let- 
ters will  show.  This  is  mentioned,  because  he  has  been  charged 
with  writing  to  Congress  "  in  no  very  modest  terms."  In  his 
first  despatch  fkmi  Nantes  to  the  marine  committee,  he  says  : 
*^  I  understand,  though  I  have  yet  received  no  tetter,  that  the 
eommiMioners  had  provided  for  me  one  of  the  finest  frigates 
that  ever  was  built ;  calculated  for  thirty  gims  on  one  deck ; 
and  capable  of  carrying  thirty-six  pounders ;  but  were  under 
the  necessity  of  giving  her  up,  on  account  of  some  difficulties 
which  they  met  with  at  court.  Perhaps  the  news  of  our  late 
successes  may  now  put  that  court  in  a  better  humour.  But  my 
unfeigned  thanks  are  equally  due  for  the  intenthn  as  for  the 
act.**  Writing  again  to  the  same  committee,  on  the  22d  De- 
cember, the  day  after  he  had  received  a  request  flrom  the  com- 
missioners to  attend  them  at  Paris,  he  declared  his  intention  to 
proeeed  to  sea  with  the  Ranger,  vrithout  loss  of  time,  should 
there  be  any  delay  in  obtaining  additional  force.  In  his  narra- 
tive for  the  king  of  France,  corrected  by  himself,  in  speaking  of 
the  *<  assignment  of  the  property  of  that  famous  frigate,  the 
Indian,*'  he  has  interlined,  ^*  with  the  consent  of  Captain 
Jones." 

Writing  to  the  Marine  Committee  subsequently,  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  said :  **  Deeply  sensible  of  the  honour  which  Congress 
has  conferred  upon  me,  communicated  in  the  orders  of  the  Secret 
Committee  to  the  commissioners/ 1  can  bear  the  disappcnat- 
ment  with  philosophy.     Yet  I  confes$  I  was  rather  hmt,  when 
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^  Pari$9 1  mdwilood  tbat  the  wm  fap^^^  hm$tmfAnvi^  i^ 
peveif  bem  intended  for  me,  befiure  my  appeairwce,  but  liu^tli^ 
^smutruf^er." 

jifter  conferrii^^  with  the  comBuasioiier^  on  tho^varmvn 
schemes  he  had  to  suggestf  he  r^unied  to  JVanteg  to  comfil^ 
the  Ranger's  equipoieiitSy  and  on  the  16th  of  JaiHiary  173@»  k^ 
received  from  them  their  -uHtructjons  as  to  his  ^oiiduist  on  th|^ 
cruise  he  proposed  ipaJung,  They  were  as  IbUows,  giTiog:  hw 
almost  unlimited  discretion ;  which  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
assume,  though  it  seems  from  one  of  his  despatches  th^  be  did 
uot  understand  the  comnussioners  as  *^  pronfysing  even  to  jufliQr 
*him»  should  he  foil  in  any  boU  attempt*" 

''  Parti,  ^marjf  16tk,  178^ 
«*  Captain  Jons8, 

<<  Skt — Aa  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  procuire  you  such  a  ship 
as  you  expectedf  we  advise  you,  alter  equipping  the  Ranger  in 
the  best  manner  for  the  cruise  you  propose,  that  you  proceed 
with  her  in  the  manner  you  shall  judge  best  for  distressing  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  by  sea  or  otherwise,  consistent 
with  the  laws  of  wfr,  and  the  terms  of  your  commission." 
[Directions  here  follow  for  sending  prizes  taken  on  the  coaM  of 
iVance  and  Spain,  into  Bilboa  or  Coronge,  unless  the  dagger 
was  too  great,  in  which  case  they  were  to  be  sent  to  L'Orieni 
or  Bordeaux.]  ''  If  you  make  an  attempt  on  the  coast  of  Great 
Britain  we  advise  you  not  to  return  immediately  into  the  porls 
of  France,  unless  fopreed  by  stress  of  weather,  or  the  pursuit  of 
the  enemy ;  and  in  such  case  you  can  niafce  the  prqper  rqpro- 
sentatifm  to  the  officers  of  the  port,  and  acquaint  us  with  your 
situalion.  We  rely  on  your  ability,  as  well  as  your  zeal  to  serie 
the  United  States,  and  therefore  do  not  give  you  particular  m 
structions  as  to  your  o|»erations.  We  must  caution  you  agmnst 
giving  any  cause  of  complaint  to  the  subjects  of  France  or  £paio, 
or  of  other  neutral  powers  ;  and  recommmd  it  to  you  to  shmr 
them  every  pnoper  mark  of  respect,  and  real  chrililjy,  whieh  4nar 
be  in  your  power/' 
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tlPW«#msli«gtheMae«f  tkeprum  to  be  immiled  to  otiier 
•h^n^thwithoie  of  die  cfidDttMretal  agents.  He  expressed  bb 
«i|9t  of  cDaideMe  m  Mr.  Gourkde,  one  of  the  persons  men- 
UMod, at  L'Oriei^  aaAiidooi  sigtt  the  lettw.  Messrs.  Frai^- 
hmvfA  Dmm  kmew  ef  notfatng  done  bj  CJourbule,  to  impair 
tb«r  eoafid«ttte*i»  hkni.  AgseedbJf  to  the  suggestion  of  Jones, 
Ihey  skUfossed  an  iatisnatson  to  tbe  crew  c^  the  Ranger,  promis- 
ng> '' in  case  of  their  good  and  gaUnt  behaviov,  to  recommend 
them  to  Congress  fer  a  gensrous  gratifieatien,  proportioned  to 
their  mestts^" 

Qaihe  10th  of  February,  Jones  says  in  bis  Journal  to  tbe 
king  of  Frame,  ^*  oo  reoecring  agreeable  news  of  affiurs  in 
Am#riem  and  the  position  of  Loid  Howe's  fleet,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  Mr«  Deane,  one  of  the  commissimiers  of  Congress  at 
Pans,  containing  the  plan  that  was  adopted  for  Count  D'Es^ 
taiilg's  expMttien ;  which  would  have  eaded  the  war,  had  it 
been  immediately  pursued."  He  has  been  censured  for  assan* 
ing  to^  himself  the  original  merit  of  demising  this  important 
IneittPiare*  It  is  eertain,  that  he  repeatedly  makes  tbe  assertion 
tbfll  he  famished  tbe  outlme  of  the  pro^.*  In  a  letterto  M. 
Oe  Sastine,  the  French  minister  of  marine,  written  subsequent^ 
ly,  beaays: 

'*  Had  Count  D'Ei^taing  arrived  in  the  Delaware  a  few  days 
sooner,  he  ought  have  made  a  most  glorious  and  easy  oooquest. 
Many  sooeessful  projects  may  be  adopted  from  the  hints  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  draw  up ;  and  if  I  can  still  furnish  more,  or 
eitecale  any  of  these  already  fiurnished,  so  as  to  distress  and 
hmnUe  the  conunon  enemy,  it  will  afford  me  the  truest  plea^ 
sure."  It  may  naturaU/  be  inferred,  that  the  operations  of  Ceaal 
D'Estaiag's  fleet  was  a  subject  discussed  in  the  consultations  held 
by  Jones  with  the  comntlissioners,  on  his  first  brief  visit  to  Pari^, 
though  he  does  not  intimate  that  any  such  conversation  took  place. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  he  was  peculiarly  (qualified  to  give 

4*  Sm  Apyoiuiia,  No.  V. 


impcMrtanC  adrice,  from  his  aocHniJle  a^qoamiattce  ifMi  Aekk^- 
ties  of  the  Ddowarc,  and  the  naTigatioii  of  the  waters  lA  the  ri- 
cinity  of  the  soeiie  selected  for  the  intended  operation.  It  wffl 
also  not  be  doubted,  that  his  advice  wMld  natarally  be  of  a  da- 
ring character,  recommending  bold  measmrer  as  best  cfUeiilated 
lo  lead  to  great  results.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  impeadi- 
ing  his  veracity,  when  he  afflmis  tiwt  he  forwarded  his  plan  to 
Mr.  Deane  at  the  time  mentioned ;  nor  does  it  appeal^  that  he 
exclusively  arrcqiated  the  praise  due  to  the  wisdom  with  which 
the  scheme  was  conceived.  He  pat  in  a  claim  for  his  fair  riutre 
of  the  honour  ;  and  there  is  no  evidence  against  his  title  to  it. 
No  copy  of  the  letter  he  speaks  of  is  preserved  among  the  pa- 
pers and  volumes  which  the  compiler  has  in  his  possession.  As 
secrecy  wajs  essential  in  effecting  the  proposed  object,  no  men- 
tion is  of  course  made  of  it  in  his  general  correspondence  at  the 
time.  It  failed,  as  is  wdl  known,  from  the  delay  whidi  occur- 
red, and  wincli  enabled  hord  Howe  to  place  his  fleet  and  trans- 
ports in  safety. 

From  Nanl;es,  Jones  proceeded  in  the  Banger  for  Quiberoa 
Bay,  whither  <'  he  convoyed  «pme  American  vessels,  that  desired 
to  sail  out  under  the  fuxM^ection  of  the  French  squadron  in  that 
road,  commanded  by  Monsieur  La  Motte  Pic(]piet.  From  th4t 
brave  officer.  Captain  Jones  claimed  and  obtained  the  first  sa- 
lute the  flag  of  America,  ever  received.  Some  days  afterwards, 
he  claimed  and  obtained  the  same  honour  from  Count  D'Orvil- 
liei^,  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  at  Brest.  Both  these 
salutes  preceded  the  publication  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.''^ 

This  first  sahite  was  not  obtained,  however,  without  some  di- 
plomacy and  negotiation,  in  which  Jones  showed  both  firmness 
and  address*.    The  following  letters  wer6  written  by  him  on  the 

occasion. 

**  February  14U&,  1778. 
"DearSib, 

'  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  give  you  fresh  trouble,  but  I  think 
thf;  Admiral's  answer  of  yesterday  requires  an  explanation. 

*  Nvratiire  ftr  the  ki«g  of  Pfanoe. 
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Tbe  htmgjtAj  fagKtii  reCUrn  gmn  for  gim  to  fbr«igiioffioefe  of 
equal  xanky  and  twa  IcM  onfy  to  captains  by  iagvoffieers*  It  is 
tme^iay  commaiidatprMeiitis  not  imipDnant)  yet^  as  the  senior 
AAienean  officer  at  prssent  m  Eiirope>  h  is  my  duty  to  daim  an 
eqaal  return  of  respect  to  the  flag  <tf  the  United  States  that  wohM 
be  shown  to  any  other  flay  whaterer. 

^^  1  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  radosuig  an  appointment, 
periwpa  as  respeetaUe  as  any  which  ^  French  Admiral  can 
prodaee ;  besides  which,  I  hare  others  in  my  possession. 

''  IC  however,  he  persists  in  refiuing  to  retinm  an  equal  sa- 
lute, I  wiU  accept  of  two  gons  less,  as  I  hare  not  the  rank  of 
Admiral. 

*'  It  is  my  opinion,  that  he  would  return  four  less  to  a  prira- 
teer  or  a  merchant  ship ;  thereftve,  as  I  have  been  honoured 
oftener  than  once  with  a  chi^  command  ef  ships  of  war,  I  can- 
not, in  honour,  accept  of  the  same  terms  of  respect. 

''You  will  singulariy  oUige  me  by  waiting  upon  the  Admi-^ 
ral ;  and  I  ardently  hope  you  will  succeed  in  the  application, 
else  I  shall  be  under  a  necessity  of  departing  wiUiout  coming 
into  the  bay.     I  ha¥e  tie  honour  to  be,  Sec  d&c 
''  To  William  Oakmichael,  Esq. 

''  N.  B.— ^Though  thirteen  guns  is  your  greatest  salute'  in 
America,  yet  if  the  French  Admiral  should  prefer  a  greater 
number,  he  has  his  choice,  an  ctrndtiioM*^^ 

Writingto  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams  on  tbefoHowingday,  hesays; 
''  I  propose  to  salute  the  Admiral  in  open  <ftry ;  that  no  emsioft 
may  afterwards  be  made«"  He  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Marine 
Committee,  on  the  92d  February.  ''  I  dm  happy  in  having  it 
in  my  power  to  congratulate  you  on  my  having  seen  the  Amer- 
ican flag,  for  the  first  time,  recognised,,  in  the  fullest  and  com- 
pletest  manner  by  the  flag  of  France.  I  was  off  their  bay  the 
18tli,  and  sent  My  boat  in  the  next  day,  to  know  if  the  Admiral 
would  return  my  salute.  He  answered  that  he  would  retomto 
mef  as  the  senior  American  oohtinental  officer  in  Emrope,  die 
same  salute  which  he  was  authorised  by  hi»  court  to  recam  to 
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Ml  Admtei  #f  JHaUaml^  or  of  «ii]r«ther  BumdHio,  trimli  was 
four  guMs  tea*  thou  the  flaliit»gtven4  I  heaitwtM  at  dai ;  Ar  I 
had  deiBaiided  gun  for  gtw.  ThensEair^  I  oaffhowd  in  Ae^fa- 
trance  of  the  b^r,  at  a  di8$aiieeifOBi  the  French  fleet ;  hm  after 
a  very  partioalar  mquirjr  on  the  14th^  findmg  that  he  had  really 
told  the  truth,  I  was  induced  to  accept  of  his  ofier,  the  mave  so, 
as  it  was  in  fact  an  acknowledgment  of  Ainedcan  Independence. 
The  wiad  being  contrary,  and  bloYfing  hard^  it  was  after  eoaeet 
before  the  Ranger  got  near  enough  to  sahste  La  Motte  Piequet 
with  thirteen  gvns ;  which  he  returned  wit|i  nine.  However, 
to  put  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  I  dU  not  suffer  the  indepei^  . 
dence  to  salute  till  next  morning,  when  I  sent  the  Adniit|d  Word 
that  I  should  sail  through  his  fleet  in  the  brig,  and  wmiM  salute 
him  in  open  day.  He  was  exceedingly  pleased,  and  retailed 
the  comjdiment  also  with  nine  guns.'' 

**  I  have  in  contemplation  several  enterprises  of  some  mpoi^ 
taaoe*  •  •  •  When  an  enemy  tUnks  a  design  against  him  im- 
probable, he  can  always  be  surprised  and  attacked  with  advan- 
tagCb  It  is  true,  I  mast  run  great  risk ;  but  no  gallant  action 
was  ever  performed  without  danger.  Therefore,  though  I  calH 
not  ensure  success,  I  will  endeavour  to  deserve  it." 
.  Writing  on  4he  same  date  to  the  secret  committee,  fiianking 
them  for  the  flattering  terms  inwhidi  be  had  been  reconameod^ 
ed  to  the  commissioners,  aad  his  servitee  been  spoken  of,  he«ap' 
closed  an  ode  of  a  patriotic  character,  which  had  been  written 
in  France,  beggiag  that  it  might  be  laid  before  Congress,  mid 
iattmating  a  hope  that  the  author  would  be  ccmsidered  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  that  bocty.  What  notice  that  grave  aasemUy 
tock  of  the  metrical  efiusion  and  its  composer,  does  not  appetr^ 

He  says  that  at  this  time  '*  Count  D'Orvilhers,  through 
wdhem  be  communicated  his  idea  for  an  expedition  to  America 
to  M.  De  Sarttne,  offered,  on  aoceont  of  the  smaHness  of  hia 
fHgBM,  to  procure  for  him  a  commission  of  Captain,  in  the 
Royal  Navy  of  France^  iHiioh  ha  refilsed." 

He  sailed  from  B#eston  the  l^h  April,  oh  hit  flrst  meoMMra** 
Ueombie.    The  eomhiislibnere  had  aa  axa>et  idea  of  hts  in 


tifim'  He  ''  at  fi»r(|#4  th^gku  W*  lAralMiff  «  Mmt  cm  die 
Bouth«id^  <)f  Eogl^D^;  but  being  detAliie4  iiw  mim  tmba bf 
contMry  «nd  u^trnf  wMf^  at  Biie«t»  he  aliMiioiied  titm 
Bcbefcie.'*  Tbe  «M  Miple  aad  i)itQf«0li«g  aeecHtQt.(]f  this 
fXiwe  if  gi¥6«  in  hia  letter  to.  the  Anencta  OoiPttiaiiiMifrs> 
wril^  ott  tbe  ^th  May,  fiKHa  Breal,  U  mi  Mod .  W  be  califinni- 
ed,  ia  all  its  €l6laila«  bjf  kf -bocdu  in  th^fmH^Bitm  oSixyimiitti* 
In  Soeibuid.  It  bas  been  very  firequeat^  paUiabe<i  bmi  its  mt 
aeyt¥m  eaiire  jg  pgieatjal  b0rft> 

<^  I  have  now  tz>  fiilfll  tbe  promise  made  ia«iiiy  laia«  by  giving 
jQii  an  aceount  of  my  late  expedilMiii^       .    i 

''  I  aailed  from  Brett  tbe  10th  of  Aprils  my  plaa  waa  eaotfefrr 
yiveb  i  therefore  did  not  at  the  beginning  wish  t^-encuniber  my- 
adf  with  prisoners-  On  the  14th  I  took  a  bt^lu^ine  betweao 
SciHir  and  Cape  Cleejr,  beaad  for  Oatend^  with  a  eargo  of  iax- 
seed  ibr  Xrelattd»  swk  htr,  and  pMoteded  into  tk*  Geaiga's 
Channel.  ,  .     t. 

''  Qn  the  17th  i  took  the  ,sbip  hari  dhatbam^  boundlfrom 
JUmdan  to  Dublin,  wkh  a  eaxgo  ^onsistii^  of  pontar^  «a4'A 
varieQ"  ct  merchaAdise,  and  aJmost  within  ivghl  of/iiav  povlii 
this  ship  I  manned  and  ordered  for  Brest* 

*'  Tawards  theaveaiag  of  the  day  following»  tb«  weather  bad 
a  piawising  aiq)earaaee,  and,  the  wind  being  jGavDuiaUe) ,  I 
stood  <yver  frosn  the  Isle  ^  Man  with  an  intentian  to  aMdca  a 
desowt  at  WhUehaveni  at  ten  I  was  aft*  th^  barhaiir.  with  a 
party  of  vohmtears,  and  had  every  thing  in  readineai  to  lead; 
but  before  eleven  the  wind  p'oatiy  incveaaad  and  shifted,  sojis 
to  bhw  ^Ureqtly  upon  the  shore ;  the  aoa  infiraafwd  af  ooamak 
aaditbeeamaimpossihlateafteetabmdMig^  TbisobUgidma 
to  earry  all  possiUe  sail  so  es  to  elaar  tha  iMd,  and  lo  awaibia 
mora  favowrabla  opportunity. 

<<  On  the  IStb,  in  dentinabay,  on  the  south  ooast  of  Soia> 
laad»  I  met  with  a  revenue  wherry ;  it  being  thaaonunonpnia^ 
tica  of  those  vesfek  to  baard  saeridiaat  ships,  the  Ranger  thea 
having  ao  oid^malappaaBaaee  af  watf  it  wipp  azpaetad  that  this 
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TOTer^wmM  hai^  oditteklongside;  f  was;  iiow^^r,  migtahen, 
for  tfaaligk  the  men  wtsre  at  their  quarters,  yet  this'  ressd  out- 
aailed  the  Ranger,  andgtst  clear  ihwptie  of  a  severe  eannonade; 
.'^  The  next  rnomnig,  off  the  Mull  of  OaAepwajr,  I  found  my- 
srif  sanear  a  Scoldi  coasting  etohoollier,  loaded  winh  barley,  that 
I  could  not  aroM  sinking  her.  •  UnderstaiMing  that  there  were 
tto  or  twelve  saA  of  merehant  ^ips,  besides  a  Tender*  brigan* 
tine,  with!  ai  numbeti  off  imtiressed  men  on  board,  at  andlor  iii 
Lochryan,  in  Scotland,  I  thought  this  an  enterprise  worthy  my 
attention ;  but  the  wind,  which  at  the  first  would  have  served 
equaMy  wdl  to<have  >sailed  in  or  out  of  the  Loeh,  sUAed  in  a 
hard  squall,  so  as  to  blow  alflibst  directly' in,  with  an  appearance 
of  bad  weather.  I^was  therefore  oblitged  to  abandon  my  project. 
**  Seeing  a  cutter  off  the  iee-bow  stearing  for  the  Clyde,  I 
gave  diase,  in  bop^s  of  cutting  her  off;  but  ilnding  my  endea- 
vwts  inetfiw|ual,  I  pursued  no  fkrther  than  the  Rock  of  Ailsa. 
In  Jtke  evening  I  fell  in  With  a  sloop  from  Dublin,  which  I  sunk, 
to  prevent  intelligence. 

i  ^The  next  day,  tliAe  !21st,  being  near  Ca^ickfergns,  a  fish 
ang^KMit  etaat  off,  which  I  detained.  I'  saw  a  ship  at  anchor  in 
the  road,  which  I  was  informed  by  die  fishermen  wati  the  Brirish 
ship  of  war  Drake,  of  twenty  guns.  I  determined  to  attack 
h^  in  the  night ;  my  plan  was  to  overlay  her  cable,  and  (o  fall 
tipon  her  bow,  so  as  to  have  all  her  ded»  open  and  expoMd  to 
our  nMwquetry,  Ac ;  ait  the  sanie  time,  it  was  my  intetftito  to 
have  secured  the  enemy  by  grapplings,  so  that,  had  they  cdt 
their  cables,  they  woidd  not  thereby  have  attained  an  advan<- 
tage.  The  Wind  was*  high,  and  unfortunately  the  anclunr  was 
not  let  go  so  soon  as  the  order  was  given,  so  that  the  Ranger 
was  bvottght  to  upont  th^  enemy's  quarter  at  the  distance  of  hdlf  a 
cable's  leAgth^  We  had  made  no  wartike  appearance,  of  course 
had  given  no  alarm ;  this  determined  me  to  cut  immediatelyi 
which  might  appMtr  as  if  the  cable  had  paited,  and  at  the  same 
tkneenable  me^  dftar  making  a  tack  out  of  the  Loch,  to  retm^ 
with  die  same  proqiect  of  advanita^o  which  I  had  at  the*  firsts  I 
was,  however^  prevMled  from  retcningi  as  I  with  ^ifioitky 
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weathered  the  fightbouse  on  the  lee-side  of  the  Loch,  and  as 
the  gale  inereased.  The  weather  now  hecame  so  very  stormy 
and  Berere,  and  the  sea  ran  so  high,  that  I  was  obliged  to  take 
sheker  under  the  south  shore  of  Scothuid.' 

**  The  22d  introduced  fair  weather,  though  the  three  king^ 
doms  were,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  readi,  covered  with  ^ow. 
I  now  resolved  once  more  to  attempt  Whiteharen ;  but  the 
wind  became  very  light,  so  that  the  ship  would  not  in  proper 
time  approach  so  near  as  I  had  intended.  At  midnight  I  left 
the  ship  with  two  l^oats  and  thirty-one  volunteers ;  when  we 
reached  the  outer  pier,  the  day  b^an  to  da^m;  I  would  not, 
however,  abandon  my  enterprise,  but  despatched  one  boat  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Hill  and  Lieutenaat  Wallrngsford,  with  the 
necessary  oombostiUes  to  set  fh'e  to  the  shipping  on  the  north 
side  of  the  harbour,  while  I  went  with  the  other  party  to  attempt 
the  south  sidf »  I  was  successful  in  scaling  the  walls  and 
spiking  up  all  the  canmm  on  the  first  fori ;  finding  the  sentinels 
shut  up  in  the  guard-hou^,  they  were  secured  without  being 
bvrt.  Having  fixed  sentinels,  I  now  took  with  me  one  man 
only,  (Mr.  Green,)  and  spiked  up  all  the  cannon  on  the  southern 
fort,  distant  from  the  ot^er  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

'<  On  my  return  from  this  business,  I  naturally  expected  to 
see  the  fire  of  the  ships  on  the  north  side,  as  well  as  to  find  my 
own  party  with  every  thing  in  readiness  to  set  fire  to  the  ship* 
ping  on  the  south  ;  instead  of  thl^I  found  the  boat  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Walhngsfofd  returned,  and  the 
party  in  some  confusion,  their  light  having  burnt  out  at  the  in- 
stant when  it  became  necessary.* 


*  Jones  did  not  soon  stmnount  the  disappointment  occasioned  by  this 
misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  his  officers.  In  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, he  says,  **  My  first  object  was  to  secure  an  exchange  of  prisoners 
in  Europe,  and  my  second  to  put  an  eftd,  by  one  good  fire  in  England 
of  ukippmg^  to  all  the  burnings  in  America.  I  succeeded  in  the  first, 
even  by  means  far  mote  glorious  than  my  most  flattering  ideas  had  cx- 
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**  By  the  strangest  fatality,  my  own  patty  were  in  the  aam^ 
situation,  the  candles  being  ail  burnt  oof.  The  day  too  eaae 
on  apace,  yet  I  would  by  no  means  retreat  while  any  hopea  <^ 
success  remained.  Having  again  placed  senta«els,  a  light  was 
obtained  at  a  hquse  disjoined  from  the  town,  and  a  fire  was 
kindled  in  the  steerage  of  a  large  ship,  which  was  surrounded 
by  at  least  a  hundred  and  fifty  others,  chiefly  from  two  to  four 
hundred  tons  burthen,  and  lying  side  by  stde^  ngraandf  unsur*- 
rounded  by  the  water. 

'<  There  were,  besides,  from  seyenty  to  a  hundred  larg« 
ships  in  the  nor||i  arm  of  the  harbour,  aground,  clear  of  the 
water,  and  divided  from  the  rest  only  1^  a  stone  pier  of  a  chip's 
height.  I  shoutt  have  kindled  fires  in  other  plaees  if  the  time 
had  permitted  ;  as  it  did  nott  our  care  was  to  prevent  this  one 
kindled  from  being  easify  extinguished.  After  some  search,  a 
barrel  of  tar  was  found,  and  poured  into  the  flames,  which  now 
ascended  from  aU  the  hatchways.  The  inhabitants  h^gan  to 
appear  in  thousands,  and  individuals  ran  hastily  towards  us.  I 
stood  between  them  and  the  ship  on  fire,  whh  a  pistol  in  ay 
hand,  and  ordered  them  to  retire,  which  they  did  with  precipita* 
tion.  The  flames  had  already  caught  the  rigging,  and  began 
to  ascend  the  main*mast ;  the  sun  was  a  luD  hour's  march  above 
the  horizon,  and  as  sleep  no  longer  ruled  the  world,  it  was  time 
to  retire.  We  re*embarked  without  opposition,  having  released 
a  number  of  prisoners,  as  dV  boats  could  not  carry  them.  Af- 
ter all  my  people  had  embarked,  I  stood  upon  the  pier  for  a 


pected  when  I  left  France.  In  the  second,  I  endeavoured  to  deser?e 
success ;  but  a  wise  pfficer  of  mine  observed,  that  *  it  was  a  rash  thing, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  got  by  burning  poor  people's  property.'  I 
must,  however,  do  him  the  justice  to  mention  his  acknowledgment,  that 
he  had  no  turn  for  enterprise ;  and  I  must  also  do  equal  justice  to  my 
former  officers  in  the  Providence  and  the  Alfred,  by  declaring,  that  had 
they  been  with  me  in  the  Ranger,  two  hundred  and  fifty*  or  three  hun- 
dred sail  of  large  ships  at  Whitehaven  would  have  been  hu^  ui  «|hes." 


noHi'wIrfinhlo  ipMBy  y#t  J^  f9$8fm  advanfiei:  I  «aw  all  the 
emmences  round  .tlM»  t«1r^.^9v#red  wilh  tl^  axpasad  inhabitants. 

1^*  Wlmi  we  InmI  r^winl^^  a  ecmidiifaMe  diftance  fram  the 
8liW9»  the  Englitti  lH^g)a»4o  nm  in  rast  i^umberg  to  their  forts ; 
tbek  dwappofarttaeafc  «iajr  eawly  be  ioKigin^  when,  they,  found,. 
i  fi»ppiWfi»at  leait  th¥rti3rheavy.QaiMioi»;(tha  iMtruments  of  their 
^e^geanc^)  j^wAemi  us^aM^ . .  M  letigtkt.hfmAvett  they  hef^ai 
to  tut%  barii^f  as^I  i^tprebead*  either  hroufpht  down  shipe'  guns, 
or  need' one  or  twaeaano*  wbich  lay  oa  the  baaeh  at  tb^  foot  of 
the  walk,  di«moiuiiad»  aM  whkh  bad  not  beea  spiked*  They . 
fired  with  ao  direction,  and  the.ahot ihUng  short  of  the  boats,, 
instead  of  doing  us  any  daaiifs»  awarded  some  diversion ;  wfakb 
my  pee|de  eoold  not  hetp  ahswing,  by  ditchargwig  their  pist<ds>. 
kA^  ia  retani  of  the  salme*  Had  it  been  possible  to  have  lan^ 
ed  atfefv^anas  saaaer»  ngr^ufleesi  w^d  ham  been  eo»^ete. 
NiH  asing|eabif»»  oatof  ntose  thajn  twio  hundi^y  fouid  possibly 
hsnre  .aseapadi  and  fdl  the  wwrld  arould  not  betve  been  able  to 
save  the  town*  What  was  don^  however,  ili^affieieiit  to  shoWi 
t^.  nol  all  their  boasted  navy  can  .protaci  ihair  owa  coasts ; 
aad  Ihat  tha.  scenes  oi  distress,  which  they  .hat^e  oooasioned  iat 
Amerioa,  may  ha  aoon  bKoaght  hasae  to  tbair  own  jdodr.  Ona 
of  my  yieaple  was  nusiiag;  and.iaviit,  I  foar^  have  falleil  into 
thaeneaiiea'hai^aftejfouf  de|mrture«*  I  was  j^eased  that  in 
this  taaiaass  we  aailhar  kiUednor  voonded.  asy  parson.  I 
brought  off  three  prisoncfirs  as  41  soa^. 

''We  naw  stood  over  foe  the  Scotch Ahs#e;  aad I  landed  at 
nomi  ati  St.  Mary's  Iskt  with  one  bMt  only^anH  a  very  small 
pasty.    The  nnitiTes  which  Induced  me  to  laad  there,  are  e3i>- 


*  in  the  Ranger's  log-book  this  man'is  named  David  Smith.  He  is 
probably  the  same  person  who,  under  the  name  6f  Treemao,  gaye  in- 
f<^rmatlon  at  several  houses' in  a  street  adjohiing  the  piers,  that  fire  had 
been  set  to  a  ship,  and  sAferWiuds  oAter  fatforknarion  that  appears  snb- 
stantla%  eerrsot    He  laust  have  rii  walaeri  on  share  voimtaiyy.  jysls 
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plained  in  the  within  copy  of  a  letter'Whteh  I  hume  addrMMtf  to 
the  Countess  of  Selkirk,  dated  the  6th  instant. 

"  On  the  morning'  of  the  24th,  I  tras  a|;ain  off^  OntrUkMgumf 
and  would  have  gone  ita,  bad  I  not  seen -the  Brake'  prepaiii^ 
to  come  out.  It  was  verj  moderate,  wmi  the  Drake^s  boat  was 
sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  Ranger.  As  the  boat  ad««Me4,  t 
kept  the  ship's  stem  directly  towards  her  ;•  and  tbMgfa  tbcfy  kad 
a  spy-glass  in  the  boat,  they  came  on  withm  hail,  atid  «hMig' 
side.  When  the  officer  came  on  thef  quarter  dedcv'hcwcbs 
greatly  suq^^ised  to  find  himself  a  prisoner ;  although  an  ex*^ 
press  had  arrived  from  Whitelntveh  Dhe  n^ht  tiefeve;  I  now 
understood,  what  I  had  before  inMighfted,'tbat  the  Dr^^  came 
out  in  consequence  ef  this  infermatnin,  with  volanteers^  ^gaimlt 
the  Ranger.  The  offlcertold  me  also,  that  they  had  taken  up 
th^  Ranger's^  ancher.  The  Drake-wtts  atMided  by  ^ve  small 
vessels  fuH  of  peO|>le, -who  were  hMl  by  'coriostty  io  see  an 
engagement.  But  whcto  they  saw  «be  Drake's  b#at  at  the 
Ranger^s  tftem,  they  wisely  put  back. 

*^  Alarm  smoker  now  appeared  in  great  abundamc^^  exleadhig' 
abngf  on  both  sidesof  the  ohmmel.  The  tide  was uafevaagatlo, 
so  that  the  Drake  worked  'oat  bat  rfowly.  This  obliged  me  to 
nin  down  sereml  times,  and  to  lay  with  courses  up,  attd  main^ 
topsail  to  ^e  mast.  At  length  the  Drake'  weathered  the  point, 
and  hairii^  led  her  out  to  alxmt  mid-channe),  I  sufiisred  her  to 
come  within  hail.  The  Drake  hoisted  English  ooioars,  and  aT 
the  same  instant,  the  American  stars  were  d^played  on  board 
the  Ranger.  I  expected  that  preftice  had  been  now  at  an  end^ 
but  the  enemy  toon  after  hailed,  demanding  what  ship  it  was  f 
I  directed  the  master  to  answer,  *^  the  American  Continental 
ship  Ranger  ;  that  we  waited  for  them,  and  desired  that  they 
would  come  on ;  the  sun  wa&  now  little  more  than  an  hour  from 
setting,  it  was  therefore  time  to  begin."  The  Drake  being 
astern  of  the  Ranger,  I  ordered  the  helm  up^  and  gave  her  the 
first  broadside.  The  action  was  wariii>  oikse,  and  obstinate..  It 
lasted .  ain  hour  and  four  laiMtttes,.  when,  the  ^nemy  caUed  for 
quarters ;  her  fore  and  main-topsail  yards  beim;  both  cot  away, 
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mad  cUma  oatlMrcip?  the  fop  f  Hitir  ywrd^uMlt  miB^ihydi^htdi 
hanging  up  aad  down  aiiay  tiw  mit*}  the  MtohtlcHignwlMth. 
they  hadhoieted  shot  «way,  and  hangipg^oo  the  ^puurter  gallery 
in  the  water;  thejibdiotaway^andhaBgiagiadie'water^her 
iMuk  and  liggiDg  entirely  CM  to  pieeei  ^  her  anuteiHKtyai^ 
woonded,  and  her  hull  also  Tery«wdi  galled.  IloeCoalyLiea- 
tenant  Wallingefon*  andme  ieaMan^  Jehu  BbugaU^  killed^  airf. 
MX  wounded ;  among  whom  ate  thegttnwr)  Mr.  iUbt^SB^Blr. 
Powers,  amidflfaipnian^whDloetlnaarai.  Oneef  the  woMidedv 
Nathaniel  WUb>  is  iinee dead:  the  i^aat will Meorer.  The^hM* 
of  the  eaeHiy  in  kiHed  and  woaiiried,iwas.fiur  greater.  Aftthe 
priecmerB  alloWy  that  they  cane  out  with  aaanber  net  lewtthan 
a  hunfa^  and  sixty  men:  and  HMmy  of  them  affirm  that  they 
amountedto  a  hundred  and  nine^.  The  mediilm  may,  patkafB, 
he  the  most  exact  aoeoimt;  aad  hy  th4t  itwiHfVpear  that the^ 
lee^  in  kiHied  and  wounded,  fpity-two  oven.  The  captain  and 
Keutenant  were  among  the  wounded;  the  former,  haviag»tri^ 
ceived  a  musket  ball  in  the  head  the  nftinute  beibre'thqr^ called 
for  quarters.  Hired,  and  wias  tennUe  seme  time  after  my  "people 
boarded  the  prize.  The  lieatenairt  eai^ited  two  days*  •■  ?  Tbqr 
were  buried  with  the  honours  due  to  their 'raalL»  and  with  the 
respect  due  to  their  memoiy. 

'  ^  l%e  night  and  almost  the  wfaok  day  after  the  e»Uon  being 
modente,  greatly  fheiHtated  the  reittbgef  both  ships.  JLhoge 
brigantine  was  so  near  the  DiMke  m  the  afternoon,  that  I  was 
obhged  to  bring  her  to.  9he  belonged  to  Wfaitehayen,  and 
wiM  bound  for  Norway. 

*' I  biad  thought  of  returning  bythe  south  channel^  bat  the  Wind 
slnfting,  I  determined  lo  pass  by  the  north,  and  round  the  west 
coast  of  Ireland.  Thhi  brought  n>e  once  more  off  Bel&st 
Lough,  on  the  evening  after  the  engagement.  It  was  now  time 
to  release  the  honest  fishermen,  whom  I  took  up  here  on  the 
Slst.  And  as  the  poor  fellows  had  lost  their  boat^  she  haying 
sank  intbftlate  stormy  weather,  I  wae  happy  in  having  it  in  my 
power  to  gite  them  the  necessary  sum  to  purchase  etery  thing 
new  which  they  had  lest.    I  gave  them  ahto  a  good  boat  to 
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iiUtt,onjriK>ml'h#itswe4Umla<tgiHfita.ui.m  pflMfemon,  t» 
definjr  thek  tCf^eUingnvp^iuM  to  their  proper  home  ia  DaUui. 
Th^y  to^  Willi  tkeitt  on*  a£  UieDrake'f  ^aiki  which  would  aufn 
fibjeittly  fitphin  wskathad  la^[ypeiied  t6  the  vohmteert.  The 
gralefid  fishermen  wehfe  w  nqitures ;  and  expressed  their  joy  isk 
duree 'hMUeH  m»  ihiy  fkiised  the  Jlanger'a  Quarter. 
.i*^l4i9einmet{#itbeeiilvfurywiiid8iia;the  mouthof  the  JNorth 
Ohrtnad^/biit  noriiing  remegkahh  h^i|ieiMid|.t4l  on  the  momiiig 
ef  the  tSlih,  oufreiit»  Uihattb  then  faMoribf  S.E.  hy  8.  difftance 
fifteeh^.  lei^paeS):  when  MfiiigiAiieaii  toi  leeward  steerk^  for  the 
Channel^  the  wind  httmg  finreusaUe  for  Brest*  and  the  dietanoe 
trifling,  I  resohed.  to  giw.dkme^  having  the  Drek^  in  tew.  I 
infoiMied  them  o£  my  intentions,  end  ondered  them  to  oaet  oC 
Th^yicttt  thekwhmr.i,  The  Kaagter  i»  the  chase  wisntladuB^ 
UUmm-.N*  N.  E.  and JV.  N*  W*.  It  lasted  an  hour  and  ten 
mnntfsw»  Tiihm  .the  chase  was  hailed  and  prayed  a  Swede«  I 
Jnuhodiaiteiy^  hauled  by  the  ^pHnd  to  the  southward* 

<^  Aftec  cutting  the  hawser,  the  Drafce  went  from  the  wind  fi)r 
aonie  time,  then  hauled  islose  by  the  wind,  steering  from  S.  S* 
E.  to  S*'  Sk  W.  M.the  wind  peirmitted,  so  that  when  the  Ranger 
spoke  the  chase,  the  Drake  was  scarcely  pere^ible^  In  the 
eourie  of  the  day  many  large  ships  appeared,  steering  into  the 
Channel,  hot  the  eittraordiniary  etohitions  <^  the  Drake  made  it 
impoisiUe  forme  to  aTail  myielf  of  these  favourable  eircnnn 
stances^  Towatds  ndon  it  heeawe  very  squally,  the  win4  bafl^- 
ed  from  the'S.  W.  to  the  W.  The  Ranger  had  come  up  with 
the  Dcafce^  and  was  iitarly  abreast  of  her,  though  comjdatably 
to  the  leeward,  when  the  wiiid  shifted.  The  Drake  was,  how- 
ever, kept  by  the  wind,  though,  as  I  afterirard  understood,  fhcQT 
knew  the  Ranger  and  saw  the  signal  which  she  had  hoisted^ 
After  various  evolutions  and  signals  in  the  night,  I  gave  .chase 
to  a  sail  whioh  appeared  bearing  S.  &  W»  the  next  morning  pt 
a  gvrnt  distaAce*  Thechase  disoei^ered  no  intention  tospeek 
with  the  Ranger }  she  was»  however^at  length  broi^[ht  to*  and 
proved tobe  the  Dtraknv  I  immediately' put  Licwftenaai J9impr 


mm  under  sufpensioii  and  artest,  tat  diflobedieace  of  aqr  oedarti 
dated  the  96di  idt.  a  topy  whereof  kr  here  enclosed^  On  Urn 
8th,  both  ships  am^cNPed  Bafeia  this  Boad^  the  Banger  harkf 
been  absent  oalj  twentj^igfat  dajis/' 

The  surprise  produced  in  Great  Britailn  fagr  this  darmg  and 
soceessfU  attempt  upon  her  eoasts,  must  ha^e  been  as  great  as 
the  latter  was  unexpected**  His  dbgeots  were  distiiietlj'  to  strike 
some  bold  stn^e,  which  should  inspire  fear  of  the  Amemaa 
arms,  to  retaliate  for  the  burning  of  towns  and  destraotion  of 
prirate  property,  to  destrojr  as  muehpaUie  property  as  he  eeald, 
and  to  secure  a  mimber  oi  prisoners,  as  hostages  for  the  hotter 
treatment  c^the  captured  Americans,  who  were  suffimng  misefr- 
aUy  in  the  jails  and  hulks  of  the  enemy.  He  had  wisely  caloir 
lated  on  the  effect  of  sadden  measures,  and  the  total  security 
and  contemptuous  confideaoe  of  the  people,  of  the  fSBUrt>«Bobored 
isle.  The  unwarlike  character  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  ncin^y 
of  the  Frith,  which  had  not  been  entered  for  centuries  by  the 
prow  of  an  invader,  rendered  the  chances  of  resistance  to  a 
brisk  attack  very  smalLt    Still  the  extent  of  Jodes'  success  cao- 


*  It  would  seem,  bowenrer,  ftom  the  ibUowiage^tiacft  from  London 
pspen  of  the  32d  Febraszy,  1773,  that  Jones  excited  iome  att^^ 
in  England,  before  his  descent  uyen  Whitehayen.  Perhaps  the  date 
may  be  erroneous  as  to  the  year. 

**  Paul  Jones  is  about  thirty-six  years  of  age,  of  a  middling  stature, 
well  proportioned,  with  an  agreeable  countenance ;  his  conversation 
shows  him  a  man  of  talents,  and  that  be  has  got  a  liberal  education. 
His  ietteis  in  foreign  Gazettes  show  he  can  fight  with  the  pea  as  well 
as  the  sword.  The  famous  Captain  Ounningham  is  with  him,  who 
escaped  out  of  an  Eng^ab  prison." 

t  The  worthy  and  cautious  sitizeas  of  Aberdsea  were  the  only  per- 
sons greatly  alarmed  on  this  oooaslon»  In .  Ae  Scots  Magazine  ftr 
Mi^,  1778,  we  find  the  following  pertigraph  :--^ 

'^  On  receiving  at  Aberdeen  intdUifsnecOf  the  phmder  of  Letod  BA* 
kirk's  iBMise  end  the  landing  at  i¥hitefa«yen,  a  hand-biU  was  circulated 
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BotfaU  to  excite  astonidhmettt.  It  wte  <Hie  of  the  most  impa- 
dtnt  altaoksfliiice'tlMlinieof  the  8ea*4iiigfy  and  it  is  no  wonder 
tiat  tftose  wiiose  eyes  were  so  rudely  <^ned  to  a  d}6oovery  of 
.their  weakness,  stigmatized  it  as  inglorious^  and  its  oonduelMr 
as  a  pirate;  It  would  be  a  piece  of  supererogation  to  offer  any 
yindieation  of  Jones,  for  doing  his  adopted  country  such  good 
service,  by  the  retaliatory  descent  upon  Whitehayen.  It  was 
one  which  he  alone  could  properly  execute,  from  his  thorou^^ 
acquaintance  with  the  localities.  •  The  sentimental  disgust  of 
Ame  who 'censured  Umibr  ayailkighimsetf  of  that  rery  know- 
ledgie,  and  of  **  stifling  his  ear^  associations,"  is  natural  enough. 
Bfiat  war  is  not  waged  up<m  sentimental  prinoiples»  A  notion 
prevailed  ait  the  time  that  Jones'  vessel  wlUi  a  privateer.  He 
was  in  command  of  a  United  States  vessd  of  war,  fiiUy  com- 
missioiied ;  and  if  inperfernMnghis  duty  to  the  utmost,  he  con* 
quered  the  repugnance  he  might  have  fek  at  making  a  hostile 
entry  among  the  scenes  of  his  iilfiuioy,  the  merit  of  his  victories 
is  but  the  more  enhanced  when  he  is  considered  as  an  officer. 
Praise  too  has  been  so  generally  awarded  to  him  for  the  mea- 
sures he  afterwards  took,  to  redeem  the  plate  of  the  Countess 
of  SeUdriL  and  restore  it  to  its  owners,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
apologize  for  a  transaction  which  he  has  so  satisfactorily  ex- 
{dained.  Other  officers  have  enjoyed  fair  reputations,  who 
made  no  such  sacrifices  to  restore  private  property  taken  by 
those  under  their  command:  One  of  his  first  acts  on  returning 
to  Brest,  was  to  address  the  countess  on  the  subject,  in  the  well 


1^  order  of  the  Magistrates^  to  set  on  foot  an  assodatioB  <^  the  inhabi- 
4aat8  for  defence,  and  in  a  few  days  IM  were  enrolled." 

The  affair  never  went  farther.  Another  American  vessel,  which 
landed  a  party,  and  (Sundered  the  house  of  Mr.  Gordon,  near  Banff, 
■mBt  have  qaiefcened  their  apprehensions ;  but  no  alarm  was  seriously 
felt  till  the  squadron  of  Paul  Jenes  appeared  in  the  ftith  of  Forth. 
Even  ^n  the  paaie  was  shoit«'liyed. 

JVsfe  ta  tke  Edmkmrgk  9fe. 
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known  letter,  which  we  shall  here  insert.  To  be  assured  of  its 
reaching  the  lady,  he  forwarded  triplicates,  one  of  which  was 
^closed  open  to  Dr.  Franklm,  for  hts  perusal.  In  the  letter 
enclosiBg  it,  he  says  :  "I  cannot  but  feel  myself  hurt,  by  the 
dirty  insinuation  of  the  enemy,  that  my  enterprise  at  White- 
faaren  was  in  consequence  of  a  capital  sum,  paid  me  in  hand  by 
the  court  of  Prance.  They  have  more  visits  of  the  same  kind  to 
expect,  if  I  am  not  deprived  of  the  means  of  mcddng  them,  and 
that  too,  without  my  having  either  a  certainty,  or  ahope  of  gain." 

"  To  THE  Countess  OP  Selkirk. 

''Ranger,  Brest,  May  8th  1778. 
'<  Madam, 

*'  It  cannot  be  too  much  lamented,  that  in  the  profession  of 
arms,  the  officer  of  fine  feeling  and  of  real  sensibility  should  be 
under  tha  Necessity  of  winking  at  any  action  of  persons  under  his 
command,  which  his  heart  cannot  approve ;  but  the  reflection 
is  doubly  sev^e,  when  he  finds  himself  obliged,  in  appearance, 
to  countenance  such  actions  by  his  authority.  ' 

'  This  hard  case  was  mine,  when,  on  the  29d  of  April  last,  ] 
landed  on  St.  Mary's  Isle.  Knowing  Lord  Selkirk's  interest 
with  his  king,  and  esteeming,  as  I  do,  tiis  privfte  character,  I 
wished  to  make  him  the  happy  instrument  of  alleviating  the  hor^ 
rors  of  hopeless  captivity,  when  the  brave  are  overpowered  and 
made  prisoners  of  war. 

"It  was,  perhaps,  fortunate  for  you.  Madam,  that  he  was  from 
home ;  for  it  was  my  intention  to  have  taken  him  on  board  the 
Ranger,  and  to  have  detained  him  until,  through  his  means,  a 
general  and  fair  exchange  of  prisoners,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in 
America,  had  been  effected. 

"  When  I  was  informed,  by  some  men  whom  I  met  at  landing, 
that  his  lordship  was  absent,  I  walked  back  to  my  boat,  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  iskmd.  By  the  way,  however,  some  offi- 
cers, vrho  were  with  me,  couU  not  forbear  expressing  their  dis- 
oontent ;  observing  that,  in  America,  no  delicacy  was  shown  by 
the  Ef%lish,  who  took  away  all  sorts  of  moveable  property— 

11 
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Betting  fire,  not  only  to  towns  and  to  tbe  houtfea  of  the  nob, 
without  distinction,  but  not  even  sparuig  the  wretched  haml«(0 
and  milch'cows  of  the  poor  and  helpless,  at  the  aj^roach  of  m 
inclement  winter.  That  party  had  been  with  me,  the  same 
morning,  at  Whitehaven ;  some  complaisance,  therefore,  was 
their  due.  I  had  but  a  moment  to  think  how  I  might  Ratify 
them,  and  at  the  same  timfe  do  your  ladyship  tbe  least  injury.  I 
charged  the  two  officers  to  permit  nonc^  of  the  seamen  to  enter 
the  house,  or  to  hurt  any  thing  about  it — to  treat  you.  Madam, 
with  the  utmost  respect — to  accept  of  the  plate  which  was  of- 
fered— and  to  come  away  without  making  a  search,  or  demand- 
ing any  thing  else. 

^^I  am  induced  to  believe  that  I  was  punctually  obeyed;  since 
I  am  informed,  that  the  plate  which  they  brought  away  is  far 
short  of  the  quantity  expressed  in  the  inventory  which  accom- 
panied it.  I  have  gratified  my  men ;  and  when  the  plate  is  sold, 
I  shall  become  the  purchaser,  and  will  gratify  my  own  feelings 
by  restoring  it  to  you,  by  such  conveyance  as  you  shall  please  to 
direct. 

''  Had  the  earl  been  on  board  the  Ranger  the  following  even- 
ing, he  would  have  seen  the  awful  pomp  and  dreadful  carnage  of 
a  sea  engagement ;  bolh  afibrding  ample  subject  for  the  pencil, 
as  well  as  melancholy  reflection  to  the  contemplative  mind. 
Humanity  starts  back  from  such  scenes  of  horror,  and  cannot 
sufficiently  execrate  the  vile  promoters  of  this  detestable  war. 

"  For  theiff  'tv^as  theif  xuisbeath'd  the  ruthless  blade, 
And  Heayen  shall  ask  the  havoc  it  has  made/' 

"  The  British  ship  of  war  Drake,  mounting  twenty  guns,  with 
more  than  her  full  complement  of  officers  and  men,  was  our 
exponent.  The  ships  met,  and  the  advantage  was  disputed  with 
great  fortitude  on  each  side,  for  an  hour  and  four  minutes,  when 
the  gallant  commander  of  the  Drake  fell,  and  victory  declared 
in  favour  of  the  Ranger.  The  amiable  lieutenant  lay  mortally 
wounded,  besides  near  forty  of  the  inferior  officers  and  crew 
kiUed  and  wounded;  a  melancholy  demonstration  of  tfaarunoer^ 
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laility  of  kumaa  ptospects^  and  of  the  sad  reverie  of  fortune 
which  an  hour  can  produce.  I  buried  them  in  a-spacious  graye> 
with  the  honours  due  to  the  natemor y  of  the  brave. 

^^  Though  I  have  drawn  my  sword  in  the  present  generous 
struggle  for  the  rights  of  men,  yet  I  am  notin  arms  as  an  Amer- 
ican, nor  am  I  in  pursuit  <^  riches.  My  fortune  is  liberal  enough, 
having  no  wife  nor  family,  and  having  lived  long  enough  to  know 
that  riches  cannot  ensure  happiness.  I  profess  myself  a  citissen 
of  the  wof }d,  totally  unfettered  by  the  little,  mean  distinctions 
of  climate  or  of  country,  which  diminish  the  benevolence  of  the 
heart  and  set  bounds  to  philantliropy.  Before  this  war  was 
begun,  I  had,  at  an  eai'Iy  time  of.  life,  withdrawn  from  sea-8er-> 
vice,  in  favour  of  ^'  calm  contemplation  and  poetic  ease/'  I 
have  sacrificed  not  only  my  favourite  scheme  of  life,  but  the  softer 
affections  of  the  heart,  and  my  prospects  of  domestic  happinessi 
and  I  am  ready  to  sacrifice  my  life  also,  with  cheerfulness,  if 
that  forfeiture  could  restore  peace  and  goodwill  among  mahkind* 

**  As  the  feelings  of  your  gentle  bosom  cannot  but  be  congenial 
with  mine,  let  me  entreat  you,  Madam,  to  use  your  persuasive 
art,  with  your  husband's,  to  endeavour  to  stop  this  cruel  and  de- 
structive war,  in  which  Britain  never  can  succeed*  Heaven  can 
never  countenance  the  barbarous  and  unmanly  practice  of  the 
Britons  in  America,  which  savages  would  bhish  at,  and  which, 
if  not  discontinued,  will  soon  be  retaliated  on  Britian  by  a  justly 
enraged  people.  Should  you  fail  in  this,  (for  I  am  persuaded 
that  you  vnll  attempt  it,  and  who  can  resist  the  power  of  such  an 
advocate  f)  your  endeavours  to  eflect  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
soners will  be  an  act  of  humanity  which  will  afford  you  golden 
feelings  on  a  death-bed. 

'*  I  hope  this  cruel  contest  will  soon  be  closed ;  but  shoukl  it 
continue^  I  wage  no  war  with  the  fair.  I  acknowledge  their 
force,  and  bend  before  it  with  submission.  Let  not,  therefore, 
the  amiable  Countess  of  Selkirk  regard  me  as  an  enemy ;  I  am 
ambitious  of  her  esteem  and  friendship,  and  wouk)  do  any  thing, 
coiisi^ent  with*  my  duty,  to  ^erit  it. 

''The  honour  of  a  line  from  your  hand  in  answer  to  this,  will 
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lay  me  under  a  singular  obligation ;  and  if  I  can  render  you  any 
acceptable  service  in  France  or  elsewhere,  I  hope  you  see  into 
my  cliaracter  so  far  as  to  command  me  without  the  least- grain 
of  reserve. 

"I  wish  to  know  exactly  the  behaviour  of  my  people,  as  I  am 
determined  to  punish  them  if  they  have  exceeded  th^ir  liberty. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  with  profound 
respect,  Madam,  &c.  &c. 

"  John  Paul  Jones." 

As  very  general  publicity  was  given  to  this  epistle,  it  is  rather 
surprising  to  find  in  Mr.  Gouldsborough's  Naval  Chrdnicle, 
which  was  printed  in  1824,  the  following  loose  and  unexplained 
notice  of  the  affair.  ^  It  is  said  that  Captain  Jones,  finding 
him,  (the  earl  of  Selkirk,)  absent,  took  the  family  plate,  and 
retired,  without  offering  any  other  violence  to  the  castle  or  its 
inhabitants."  It  is  a  pity,  that,  when  every  English  writer  of 
later  years  has  done  justice  to  Jones,  so  far  as  relates  to  his 
conduct  in  this  matter,  an  American  work  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  any  of  our  young  officers,  which  might  possibly  mis- 
lead them,  when  arra]ring  in  the  mind's  eye  the  characters  of 
those  whose  deeds  are  oulr  country's  inheritance,  and  whose 
examples  they  may  desire  to  emulate. 

Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  Jones,  on  receiving  the  copy  of  the 
letter  forwarded  to  him,  that  '^  it  was  a  gallant  letter,  which 
must  give  her  ladyship  a  high  opinion  of  his  generosity,  and 
nobleness  of  mind."  The  sage  knew  that  it  was  in  character ; 
and  that  the  romance  of  the  style,  as  well  as  its  paitial  inflation, 
being  unaffected,  would  not  injure  the  effect  it  was  intended  to 
produce.  The  subsequent  history  of  this  plate  is  briefly  as  fol- 
lows. Lord  Selkirk  wrote  a  letter  in  reply  to  that  addressed  by 
Jones  to  his  Countess,  intimating  thait  he  would  accept  of  its 
return,  if  made  by  order  of  Congress,  but  not  if  redeemed  by 
individual  generosity.  The  letter  was  detained  several  months 
at  liOndon,  in  the  general  post-office,  and  returned  to  the  Earl, 
who  requested  a  gentleman  to  commmunicate  the  cause  of  its 
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misearnage  and  it«  tenor,  orally,  to  Doctor  Franklin.  The 
Doctor  immediately  informed  Jones,  of  the  substance  of  this 
communication.  It  was  not  until  the  beginning  of  1780,  that 
the  latter  was  enabled  to  get  the  property  he  was  determined 
to  restore,  into  his  poss^snon.  It  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  prize  agents,  from  whom  it  was  obtained  with  considerable 
difficulty  ;*  and  not  till  aft^  sereral  valuations,  and  until  it  cost 
him  who  redeemed  it,  more,  as  he  intimates,  than  it  was  intrinsi- 
cally  worth ;  though  he  carefully  avoids  mentioning  that  circum- 
stance in  his  second  letter  to  the  Countess. 

When  he  had  succeeded  in  effecting  this  object,  he  virrote 
again  to  the  Countess  of  Sdkirk  ;  but  his  voyage  to  America, 
and  other  circumstances,  retarded  its  delivery  until  1784-  It 
was  eventually  returned  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  had 
been  removed,  and  a  letter  from  Lord  Selkirk  acknowledged  in 
terms  satisfactory,  though  forma},  the  unwearied  pains  which 
Captain  Jones  had  taken  to  procure  its  restoration.  The  cor- 
respondence on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the  note.t 

*  A  few  weeks  after  his  arrival  at  Brest,  he  wrote  to  M.  Schweig- 
hauser,  commercial  agent  for  the  commissioners  at  Nantes,  and  to  the 
Intendant  of  Marine  at  Brest,  desiring  that  the  plate,  with  some  bag- 
gage and  other  articles  specified  should  be  reserved,  and  not  deposited 
in  the  public  stores.  The  request  was  not  complied  with.  On  the 
lOtfa  of  February  1779,  the  commissioners  directed  that  it  should  be 
given  up.  It  would  appear  by  a  note  from  Jones  sent  a  few  days  after 
to  M.  Schweighauser,  that  he  was  to  settle  with  him  for  seventeen 
twentieths  of  the  captors*  moiety  of  its  value.  This  correspondence  would 
swell  this  volume  unnecessarily.  Jones  says,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Wil- 
tiams,  that  the  plate  was  very  old,  and  the  fashion  of  it  not  worth  a 
straw,  especially  in  France,  where  none  such  was  used. 

t "  rOrient,  March  Ut,  1760. 

**  The  Right  HoiroimABLE  the  Covhtess  of  Selkirk,  } 
Ac.  &c.  8t.  Mart's  Isle,  SooTiJkirD.  5 

''Madam, 

"  It  is  now  ten  or  eleven  months  since  his  Excellency  Benjamin 

Franklin,  Esq.  Minister  Flenipotentiaiy  for  the  United  States  of 
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The  copy  <^  the  order  given  to  Lieutenanl  Sinpeoh  when  the 
latter  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Drake,  for  disobejring  which  he 
was  put  under  arrest,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries, is  scud  in  the  copy  of  that  letter,  certified  from  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  to  be  missing.  It  is  inti- 
mated, upon  what  authority  does  not  appear,  that  Simpson  had 
been  insubordinate  from  the  beginning;  that  he  excited  the 
men  to  discontent ;  and  that  frequent  disagreements  had  taken 
place  between  him  and  his  commander.  It  is  also  plausibly 
suggested  that  when  the  Ranger  left  Portsmouth,  he  expected 
to  be  in  command  of  her  on  her  arriving  at  France,  where  a 
large  ^hip  had  been  promised  to  Jones.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  Simpson  was  little  inclined  to  submit  to  that  disci- 


America  at  the  Court  of  France,  communicated  to  me  a  message  fipcan 
the  earl,  your  husband,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Alexander,  at 
Paris,  in  substance  as  follows : — That  he,  the  earl  of  Selkirk,  had  writ- 
ten an  answer  to  the  letter  that  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  lady- 
ship in  May,  1778,  from  Brest,  respecting  your  plate ;  which  answer, 
after  being  detained  for  several  months  at  London,  in  the  general  post- 
office,  had  been  returned  to  Scotland.  He,  therefore,  wished  Mr. 
Alexander  to  inform  the  concerned,  that  if  the  plate  was  to  be  restored 
by  Congress,  or  by  any  public  body,  it  would  be  accepted,  &c. ;  but 
iff  through  the  generosity  of  an  individual,  his  deUcacy  would  scruple 
to  receive  it,  dDc 

"  The  true  reason  why  I  have  not  written  to  you  since  I  received 
the  above  information,  has  been,  because  the  plate  is  but  now  come 
into  my  possession. from  the  public  agents  ;  and  I  have,  besides,  been, 
fen*  the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  absent  fto^n  this  kingdom. 

'*  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  Congress  has  relin- 
quished their  real  or  supposed  interest  in  the  plate,  and,  for  ray  own 
part,  I  scorn  to  add  to  my  fortune  by  such  an  acquisition.  As  for  the 
part  claimed  by  the  few  men  who  landed  with  me  on  St.  Mary's  Isle, 
it  is  of  Uttle  consequence,  and  they  are  already  satisfied,  mius  you 
see.  Madam,  that  the  earl's  objection  is  removed. 

^'  The  plate  is  lodged  here,  in  the  hands  ef  Messrs.  Goorlade  and 
Moylan,  who  hold  it  at  j^m  disposal,  and  wiU  ftirward  it  agreeaMe  to 


B,  for  wfaidi  Jones  was  sostomand  rigid  an  adviwate.  He 
is  probably  referred  to  ae  the  wise  officer,  who  objected  to 
'*  burning  poor  people's  houses*"  On  the  night  when  Jones 
made  his  second  attempt  to  take  the  Drake  while  at  anchor,  ke 
relates  in  his  Jounml  for  the  king  of  France,  that  '^  the  Lieu- 
tenant having  held  up  to  the  crew,  that  being  Americans,  fight- 
ing for  liberty,  the  voice  of  the  people  should  be  taken,  befqre 
the  Captain^s  orders  were  obeyed,  they  rose  in  mutiny ;  and 
Captain  Jones  was  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  killed  or 
thrown  overboard."  He  adds  that  this  danger  was  averted, 
by  an  accidental  circumstance,^-the  capture  of  the  Drake's 
bocU ;  upon  which  trifling  success,  the  "  voice  of  the  people"  was 
no  longer  against  fighting.      The  contemptuous  neg^t  of 


your  orderB,  by  land  or  by  water,  to  Holland,  Ostend,  or  any  other  port 
you  think  proper.  • 

*<  I  shall  be  happy,  by  my  conduct  through  life,  to  merit  the  good 
opinion  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Selkirk ;  for  I  am,  with  great 
esteem  and  profound  respect,  Madam,  your  ladyship's  most  obedient 
and  most  humbly  servant. 

"  Paul  Jonbs." 

«'  PariM,  8^9tember^Utk,  1784. 
"  To  Captaiv  Paul  Joirss,  PiJUf.  ^ 

^  Sut — M.  the  Count  de  Vergennes  has  delivered  to  me  the  letter 
which  you  had  written  to  him,  to  aak  his  permission  to  tiranspert  by  land 
from  L'Orient  to  Calais,  the  plate  of  Lady  Selkirk,  Jirhick  you  had  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  by  your  people  during  the  last  war,  and  whiok  you 
afterward  purchased  to  return  to  her  ladyship. 

^*  That  action.  Sir,  is  worthy  of  the  reputation  which  you  acquired 
by  your  conduct,  and  proves  that  true  valour  perfectly  agrees  with 
humanity  and  generosity. 

**  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  concur  in  the  ezecntien  of  this  honouraUt 
proceeding. 

*'  1  have,  therefore,  given  orden  to  the  Farmers  Goneral  to  permit 
dw  transportatkm  of  the  plate  from  L'Orient  to  Calais,  firee  oi  duty, 
and  you  may  write  to  your  correspondent  at  L'Orient  to  dehver  it  to  the 
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Jones^  written  instruetions,  and  refiiaal  to  obey  his  sigiial, 
certainly  authorized  the  measure  of  Simpson'is  arrest,  had  no 
other  cause  of  offence  been  given.  Had  he  obeyed  orders,  and 
not  separated  from  the  Ranger,  while  she  was  in  chase  of 
several  large  ships,  other  prizes  would  probably  have  been 
taken.  It  was  by  accident  that  Jones  fell  in  with  the  Drake, 
and  the  intentions  of  his  wandering  Ueutenant  cannot  be  known. 
The  manner  in  which  he  was  suffered  to  act  on  his  return  to 
Brest,  and  finally  allowed  to  return  to  America  without  having 
ever  made  a  formal  apology,  was  a  source,  among  a  thousand 
other  mortifications,  of  just  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
commander. 

Indeed,  no  more  disagreeable  task  can  well  be  imagined, 


director  of  the  posts,  who  will  take  upon  himsdf  the  care  of  having  It 
traasported  to  Calais,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  necessary  formalities. 
**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

**  De  Calonnb 

"  Paris,  November  Sth,  1784. 

"  ThI  RiORT  HoifOURABLB  THE  > 
COUHTSSa  OF  SBLXntK.  ) 

'*  MjDAiKr-Siace  the  moment  when  I  found  myself  under  the  neces- 
si^  to  permit  my  men  to  demand  and  cany  off  your  family  plate,  it 
has  beea  my  constant  intention  to  restore  it  to  you,  and  I  wrote  to  you 
to  that  effect  firom  Brest,  the  moment  I  had  arrired  there  from  my 
expedition  in  the  litsh  Sea. 

^^  By  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  Lord  Selkirk,  the 
l^th  of  Februaiy  last,  which  will  accompany  this,  i  have  explained  the 
difficulties  that  prevented  the  plate  from  being  restored  until  that  time. 
I  had  expectotioB,  all  die  last  suouner,  that  opportiutities  would  have 
offered  to  send  it  by  sea  from  L*Orient  to  London ;  but  being  disap- 
pointed, I  apphed  to  goyemment  for  leave  to  transport  it  throu^  the 
kingdom  by  land,  and  the  Duke  of  Dorset  has  been  so  obliging  as  to 
write  to  the  custom-house  at  Dover,  requesting  them  to  let  it  pass  to 
London,  without  being  <^>aied.  It  is  now  arrived  here,  and  will  be 
forwarded  immedialely  to  your  sister  in  London,  under  the  lead  that  has 


drim  to  coUeet  firom  Ae  mneafoitdeom  of  Jones  tke  «|^  and 
petty  vexfitioBs  and  series  of  disfippomtments  to  wfaiodpp  was 
suligeeted  toft  many  months  after  returning  from  this  brilliant 
Toyage.  We  shall  endearour  to  aroid  what  is  snperfluous  in 
detail ;  presenting  enough  to  show  the  tedious  aad'exacspemtiag 
character  of  the  difficulties  vnth  whidi  he  met,  and  the  charac- 
teristic manner  in  which  he  remonstrated,  endured,  and  per- 
serered.  We  are  much  mistaken  if  it  will  not  appear,  that  in 
most  cases  where  he  was  petidant,  k  was  scarcely  in  faaman 
nature  to  be  otherwise.  It  was  not  mthatof  Wadangtonhini^ 
«elf ;  who,  though  no  money  had  been  siq)|died  to  them,  often 
threw  censure  upon  the  contractors^  when  his  army  was  mS&e^ 


w 


ing  around  him.    It  wiU  also  appeiu*,  fB  when  Jones  made 


been  afGbced  to  the  case  that  contains  it,  by  iHm  Fanners  Qenoval  at 
L'Orient,  and  the  seal  of  the  Di^e  of  Dofset,  tikat  has.  bean  aflxed  to 
it  here.  The  charges  to  London  are  paid,  aiid  I  have  dirseted  itio  be 
deliF^ed  at  the  house  of  your  sister.  ' 

^  I  could  hare  wished  to  hare  ended  thisdelioate  business  by  deliv- 
ering the  i^ate  to  you  at  St.  Marj's  Isle,  in  Seodand ;  Imt  I  conform 
lo  the  arrangement  made  between  Lord  Selkirk  and  Mr.  Alexander, 
because  I  have  no  person  in  London  whom  I  can  charge  with  the  trans* 
poitation  of  the  plate  from  thence.  Enclosed  is  the  imrentofy  that  I 
hare  just  received  from  Mr.  Nesbitt,  from  L'Orient,  which  I  |Mesame 
you  wiU  find  tooorrespood  with  Ike  one  he  sent  last  year  to  Lord  Dare, 
and  with  the  articles  whiob  you  put  into  the  hands  of  my  men. 

^  I  am,  Madam,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 
^'  Your  Ladyship^s  most  obedieiit 

'*  And  most  humble  senrant, 

"  PkVh  JONBS." 

♦♦  Parts,  February  l^k,  1784. 
««MTLom0, 

''  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  NesUtt,  dated  at  L*OneDt 
the  4lh  instant,  mentioning  a  letter"  to  him  from  your  son^Lord  Dare, 
on  the  Bukject  of  die  plate  that  was  taken  from  your  house  by  some  of 

12 
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una^fked  okarges,  he  was  ready  to  rt^aet  Ihem ;  that  be  was 
willii^^to  sacrifice  his  own  interest  alt(^etber ;  and  to  yield 
that  of  which  he  was  most  tenacious,  rank  and  authority,  rather 
than  not  be  employed  in  r^idering  s^rrice  to  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged* 

Not  only  his  services,  but  the  political  crisis  at  whidi  they 
wer^  rendered,  entitled  him  to  expect  every  encouragemrat  and 
asstttance,  whidi  either  the  American  commissioners  or  the 
the  court  of  France  could  rendter  him.  The  former  had  been 
in  fitct  adtnowkdged  as  Plenipotentiaries  more  than  a  month 
previous.  Though  no  dedaration  of  war  between  France  and 
England  had  been  oolemnfy  published,  war  was  inevitable, 
The  Fr^oh  Ambass^^  had  been  ordered  to  leave  London, 


maj  peqpls  when  I  coaunanded  the  Ranger,  and  has  been  for  a  long 
time  post  in  Mr.  Nesbitt's  care.  A  short  time  before  I  left  France  to 
mtmrn  to  Amencat  Mr.  W.  Alexander  wrote  me  from  Fans  to  L'Oiient, 
that  he  had,  at  my  request,  seen  and  conversed  with  your  Lordship  in 
Enf^and  respecting  the  j^sfle.  He  said  you  had  agreed  that  I  sliould 
restore  it,  and  that  it  m^t  be  forwarded  to  the  care  of  your  siBter<4n- 
I  lav,  the  Countess  of  Moiton,  in  London.  In  consequence,  I  now  send 
OfderB  to  Mr.  Nesbitt  to  forward  the  ^Ate  immediately  to  her  cave. 
When  I  received  Mr.  Alexander's  letter,  there  was  no  cartel  or  otiwr 
^vessel  at  LXhmit,  diat  I  could  trust  with  a  charge  of  so  dehoate  a  na- 
tive as  your  plate,  and  I  had  great  reason  to  expect  I  should  retam^o 
France  within  six  months  after  I  embaiked*for  Ammea ;  but  eircun^ 
stances  in  America  prefented  my  returning  to  Europe  during  the  war, 
though  I  had  constant  eiq^ectation  of  it.  The  long  delay  that  has  hap- 
pened to  the  restoration  of  yoor  plate  has  given  me  much  concern,  and 
I  now  feel  a  (^portionate  pleasure  in  fulfilling  what  was  my  first  ia- 
tention.  My  motive  for  lauding  at  your  estate  in  Scotland  was  to  take 
ffou  as  a  hostage  for  the  lives  and  liberty  of  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  America,  who  had  been  taken  in  war  on  the  ocean,  and  committed 
to  British  prisons,  under  an  act  of  parhament,  as  trmtors^  fkmUu,  and 
fiUm$.  l|ou  dbs^rred  to  Mr,  AtomnAir,  that^  my  idea  was  a  mist*-  ^ 
ken  one^kttuse  you  waie  not  (as  I  had  supposed)  in  favour  with  the 
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and  eeveral  naval  reneontres  had  ki  fact  taken  place ;  forenm- 
ners  of  the  eelebrated  one  between  the  Arethusa  and  La  Bdk 
Poule*  The  squadron  of  D'Estaing  was  ready  for  sea*  The 
news  of  the  result  of  Jones'  expedition  was  at  such  a  moment 
gratifying  and  inspiring  io  the  French  court.  He  bad  praises 
and  pit>niises  in  profusion*  But  he  towai  himself  immedkUely' 
undemhe  pressure  of  painfiil  embarrassments,  whi^h  these  could 
not  remove.  In  the  conclusion  of  his  letter  to  the  commis- 
nonersy  on  the  27th  of  May,  he  says : 

**  Could  I  suppose  that  my  letters  of  the  9th  and  16th  current, 
(the  ft-st  advising  you  of  my  arrival,  and  giving  reference  t6  the 
events  ^  my  expedition ;  the  last  advising  you  of  my  draft  in 
fkvour  of  Monsieur  BersoUe,  for  24,000  Uvres,  and  assigning 


British  miniitry,  who  knew  that  you  favoured  the  cause  of  liberty,* 
On  that  account,  I  am  glad  that  you  were  absent  from  yoor  estate  when 
I  landed  there,  as  I  bore  no  personal  enmity,  but  die  contrary,  towards 
you.  I  afterwards  had  the  happiness  to  redeem  my  fellow-citixens 
from  Britain,  by  means  far  more  glorious  than  dmnigh  the  medium  of 
any  single  hostage. 

**  As  I  haye  endeavoured  to  serve  the  cause  of  Hbeity,  through  every 
stage  of  the  American  revolution,  and  sacrificed  to  it  my  private  ease, 
a  part  of  my  fortune,  and  some  of  my  blood,  I  could  have  no  selfish' 
motive  in  permitting  my  people  to  demand  and  carry  off  your  plate. 
My  sole  inducement  was  to  turn  their  attention  and  stop  their  rage 
from  breaking  out,  and  retaliating  on  your  house  and  effects  the  too 
wanton  burnings  and  desolation  that  had  been  committed  against  theh* 
relations  and  fellow-cititens  in  America  bj  the  British ;  of  which,  I 
assure  you,  you  would  have  felt  the  severe  consequences  had  I  not  ftdlea 
on  an  expedient  to  prevent  it,  and  hurried  my  people  away  before  they 
had  time  for  further  reflection.  As  you  were  so  obFiging  as  to  say  to 
Mr.  Alexander,  that  ^  my  people  behaved  wUh  great  decency  at  your 
houu*  I  ask  the  favour  of  you  to  aniKmiice  that  circumstance  to  the 
public  I  am,  my  lord,  wishing  you  alwa3rs  perfect  freedom  and  hap- 
piness, 6dc.  dec. 

•♦Paul  Jonbs.'* 
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reasons  for  that  deBAand,)  kad  not  made  due  aiq^earanee,  I 
would  hereafter,  a6  I  do  now,  enclose  copies.  Three  posts 
have  already  arrived  here  from  Paris,  since  Compte  d'Orvilliers 
showed  me  the  answer  which  he  received  from  the  minister,  to 
the  letter  whidi  enclosed  mine  to  you.*  Yet  you  remain  silent* 
M.  Bersdle  has  this  oMment  informed*me  ai  the  fate  of  my 
UDs ;  the  more  extraordinary,  as  I  have  not  yet  made  «9e  of 
your  letter  of  credit  of  the  10th  of  January  last,  whereby  I  then 
seemed  entitled  to  call  for  half  the  amount  of  my  last  draft,  and 
I  did  not  expect  tobe thought  extravagant,  when,  on  the  10th  cur* 
rent  I  doubled  that  demand.  Could  this  indignity  be  kept  secret 
I  should  disregard  it ;  and,  though  it,  is  already  public  ii^  Brest, 
and  in  the  fleet,  as  it  affects  only  my  private  credit  I  wiU  not 


'^iMdw.AMguMtM,  1789. 
**  MoMiBint  LB  Cbxtalixr  Pahi.  JoiTBf,  A  Paru. 

:  *^  Sia,-*-X  receired  the  letter  you  wrote  to  me  at  the  time  you  eent  off 
my  plate^  iu  order  for  restoring  it.  Had  I  known  where  to  direct  a 
letter  to  you,  at  the  time  it  arrived  in  Scotland,  I  would  then  have 
wrote  to  you ;  but  not  knowing  it,  nor  finding  that  any  of  my  ac- 
quaintance at  Edinburi^  knew  it,  I  was  obliged  to  delay  writing  till  I 
came  here ;  when,  by  means  of  a  gentleman  connected  with  Jbnerica, 
I  was  told  M.  le  Grand  was  your  banker  at  Paris,  and  would  take  pro 
per  oare  of  a  letter  for  you;  therefore,  I  enclose  this  to  him. 

"  Notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  you  took  for  the  easy  and  unin* 
lemipted  conveyance  of  the  plate,  yet  it  met  with  considerable  delays: 
first-at  Calais,  next  at  Dorer,  then  at  London ;  however,  it  at  last  ar- 
rived at  Dumfries,  and  I  dare  say  quite  safe,  though  as  yet  I  have  not 
seen  it,  beiag  then  at  Edinburgh. 

*^  I  intended  to  have  put  an  article  in  the  newspapers  about  your 
having  returned  it;  but  before  1  was  informed  of  its  being  arrived, 
some  of  your  friends,  I  suppose,  had  put  it  in  the  Dumfries  newspaper, 
whence  it  was  immediately  copied  into  the  Edinburgh  papers,  and  thence 
into  the  London  ones.  Since  that  time,  I  have  mentioned  it  to  many 
people  of  fashion ;  and,  on  all  occasions.  Sir,  both  now  and  fonneriy, 
I  have  done  you  the  justice  to  tell,  that  you  made  an  offer  of  returning 
the  plate  very  soon  after  your  return  to  Brest ;  and,  although  you  your- 


oompliuB.  I  caittioti  hameyetfbeiHeB^f  h^mi  I  find  the  puMie 
credit  invdyed  m  th^  same  disgraee.  I  ooncehre  this  nigl^ 
have  been  prevented.  '  To  make  me  comideteljp  Wretched, 
Monsieur  Bersolle  has  toid  me  that  he  now  stops  hishand,  not 
only  of  the  necessary  artides  to  refit  the  flUp^  but  also  of  Uie^M/jr 
promkms.  I  know  not  where  to  find  to^morrow^sdinnw  for  the 
great  number  of  mouths  that  depend  on  me  for  food.  Are  then . 
the  continental  ships  of  war  to  depend  on  the  sale  of  their  (nises 
for  a  daily  dinner  finr  dieir  men  ?  <  PuMidi  it  not  in  Gath  V 

^  My  ofiicers,  as  well  as  men,  want  clothesi  and  the  prises 
are  precluded  from  being  sold  before  fother  orders  arn?^  tvbm 
die  minister.  I  will  ask  you,  gentlemen,  if  I  have  descarved  all 
this  ?  Whoever  caUs  himself  an  American  ou^  to  be  protoeted 


sdf  was  not  at  my  house,  but  remained  at  the  shcNre  with  your  boat, 
that  yet  you  had  your  officer*  and  men  in  such  extraordinary  good  dis- 
cipline, that  your  having  given  them  the  strictest  orders  to  behave  well, 
to  do  no  injury  of  any  kind,  to  make  no  search,  but  only  to  bring  off* 
what  plate  was  given  them ;  that  in  reality  they  did  exactly  as  order- 
ed, and  that  not  one  man  offered  to  stir  from  his  post  on  the  outside 
of  the  house,  nor  entered  the  doora,  nor  said  an  uncivil  word ;  that  the 
two  officers  staid  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  parlour  and  butler's 
pantry,  while  the  butler  got  tbe  {date  together,  behaved  politely,  and 
asked  for  nothing  but  the  plate,  and  instantly  marched  their  men  off 
in  regalar  order^aad  that  botib  officers  and  men  behaved  in  all  respects 
so  wdl,  that  it  would  have  done  credit  to  the  best  disciplined  troops 
whatever.' 

'*  Some  otibe  En|^h  newspapers,  at  that  time,  having  put  in  con- 
fused accounts  of  your  expedition  to  Whitehaven  and  Scotland,  I  or- 
dered a  proper  one  of  what  happened  in  Scotland  to  be  put  in  the  Lon- 
don newspapers,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  then  at  my  house,  by  which 
the  good  conduct  and  civil  behaviour  of  your  officers  and  men  wa^  done 
justice  to,  and  attributed  to  your  order,  and  the  good  discipline  you 
maintained  over  your  people. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"SnLKBUt.'*  i, 
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here^  I  am  unwUttiig  to  think  tliiU^  3^0u  hi^ve  fetentioniUly 
inrdired  aie  in  thts  sad  dUeanma,  at  a  time  when  I  ought  to 
expect  flome  enjoyment.  Therefore  I  have»  as  formerly,  the 
bcmour  tp  be^  with  dneesteem  and  respect,  gentlemen,  yours,  &c»** 
It  is  to  obserred  that  before  Jones  left  Am^iea^  as  he 
mentions  in  a  subsequent  letter,  he  was  more  than  £1500  in 
adFonce  for  the  inihlic  serriee,*  ezclunve  of  his  own  investment 
in  fitting  out  the  Banger,  and  had  never  reoeived  any  eimipen^ 
satioh.  He  was,  however,  Itsft,  such  was  the  inabili^of  the  com* 
missioneni  to  affiird  him  relief,  for  more  than  a  month,  with 
^*  two  hundred  prisoners  of  war,  a  number  of  sick  and  wounded, 
and:a  diqv  after  a  severe  engagement,  in  want  of  stores  and 
provisionii,"'to  d^iend  upcm  Ms  own  resources^*  '^Yet,'*  he 
says  in  his  journal  for  the  king,  <' during  that  time,  by  his  per- 
sonal credit  with  Count  D'Orvilliers,  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  and 
the  Intendant  of  Brest,  he  fed  his  people  and  prisoners,  cured 
his  wounded,  and  refitted  both  the  Raiiger  and  Drake  for  sea.*^ 
Buring  the  same  period  he  had  also  to  contend  with  the  formal 
delays  or  personal  cupidity  of  the  prize  agents,  and  to  suppress 
the  discoiitents  among  the  crew,  who  were  naturally  impatient 
under  privation  and  misery  when  they  had  looked  for  their 
wages  and  prize  money*  These  discontents  were  further  aggra- 
vated by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  who,t ''  while  under  arrest  on 
board  the  Drake, 'had  cdnstant  intereourse  with  the  crew,  who 
Aei'eby  became  so  ins<4ent  as  to  refuse  duty,  cmd  go  aU  hands 
below,  repeatedly,  before  the  Captain's  face.  It  was  impossible 
id  trifle  at  that  time,  as  Count  D*OrviHiers  had  assured  Cap* 
tain  Jones,  that  unless  he  could  get  the  Drake  ready  to  trans- 
port the  prisoners  to  America  before  orders  arrived  from  court, 
they  would  in  all  probability  be  given  up  witliout  an  exchange, 
to  avoid  immediate  war  with  England.^    It  therefore,  beccmae 


*  See  Appendix  No.  VI.  t  Joarnal  for  the  King  of  France. 

t  A  letter  on  this  ssbject  wee  addieaeed  to  M.  de  Sartine,  on  the  14th  May,  by  the 
commifliionen,  immediately  on  the  receiptor  the  iiewethat  Captain  Jones  had  brought 
in  200  prisoners*    They  inquired  Uie  opinion  of  the  mfaiiater  as  to  what  disposition 
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uttpMsiM*  t0  mAn  the  UMMnuaittaT^iitui  asf  loiter. toUNiir 
tliem.  OqilMi  Jome^hmA  him  temaw^Ato  the  ship  called  the 
Adatiiml,  where  die  French  ooafide  eves  the  first  offioefs  lAthe 
serviee.  He  had  there  a  geod  chamber  to  hiiiis^,  and  liberty 
to  watt:  the  deck.  The  Heutenaat  endeaioured  to  desert  out 
of  the  Admiral,  and  behaved  so  eztraragant^  that  Goant  D'Or* 
YiHisrs,  without  the  knoiKiedge  of  Captain  Jones^  orflkred  him 
to  the  prison  of  the  port,  where  he  also  had  a  good  dbaariber ; 
and  Cf^itain  Jones  paid  his  expenses  ei^  of  hie  own  pochet." 
What  rendered  the  dishoiMNir  of  hie  draft  pecnUarij  irexatious^ 
independentfif  the  distress  to  which  it  exposed  him,  land  the  fact 
that  in  Januarf  precedmg  he  had  been  famished  with  ahill  ef 
credb  on  Jonathan  WiUiams  fbr  ire  hundred  hmis  d'ors,  signed 
hj  the  three  cemmkinioaers,  was  the  eiireamstanos  that  he  had, 
mider  the  senttaen  of  the  lhtiae:Ceattuttee,  befece  leairing 
Pertsmosith)  made  himself  aecomtfahle  to  hisctfew  Sow  the  regvt- 
kur  pofment  of  their  wages.  Hr«  Arthar  JLee  is  ohaiged  with 
kaewing  this  i»  be  the  case,  and  wilh  not  oemnhumseting  it» 
when  the  bill  was  presented  ibr  paj^mant^ 

In  the  midst  of  all  Uiese  trials  of  temper,  as  wdl  as  of  forti- 
^ideandpatriotisaiyJooes  waslbngingtobe  again  empkiyed  i^ 
aelrre  service  and  inacquiriag  renown;  and  was  peejeoting  high 
schemes  for  annojriag  the  enemy,  t.  The  frieadlf  fissistance  of 
the  Compte  IVOrviUi^s,  comaiander-in«<chief  at  Breeti  and  his 
chaplain,  Father  John,  who  seems  t6  havereadered  Jenes  many 
servkeS)  with  the  coantenanceof  theDuede  Chartres,  and  his 
reliance  npon  the  good  fiutb  and  practical  msdoai  of  FranUin, 
eontribttted  to  lAeviate  his  anxieties.  The  sshiatioa  ef  the 
Atnerkan  Commissioners,  at  this  time,.(llessrs*  FranUim  A* 
Lee,  and  Adams,  Mr.  Deane  he^ag been  recalled)  isweBknowil. 
liieir  authority  was  limited^  and  the  faads  subject  to  tfaoir  con- 
trol were  still  more  bo.    On  the  SSSth  May^  they  wtnle  taMr. 


Y«Md  be  made  of  the  prieonen,  Fnnoe  beiBf  yet  nominallj  a  neatral  power.    The 
letter  wiU  be  hwad  m  Mr.  Spaifca*  IMplanHic  CeWiipiBfence,  Vol.  I.  p.  392. 
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JonaAan  Wiffiamsy  at  NanteS)  wlUMath^  luulaiqfKMAted  aom- 
mercial  agent,  om  followa:  *^tfae  neeeaiitieaof  aur  cmmtiy  de* 
wand  Uie  utmost  frugalify,  wbidn  caa  aeirer  be  ablained.  wilih- 
oot  Ae  utmost  simplicity  in  tke  managemeot  of  lier  affairs;  and 
as  Congress:  ba^e  authorized  Mr.  W.  Lee  to  raperinte&d  the 
eommercml  affairs  in  general,  and  he  has  appmnted  Mr. 
Schweighauser,  and  as  your  authoi];ty  is  under  die  conunis- 
sioaws  at  Paris  ody,  we  think  it  prudent  and  necessary  to  re- 
vere, dec  all  th6  powers  and  authmties  hwetofore  granted  to 
you,  d&e.todiaend  that  hereafter  Ijie  management  of  the  affidrs, 
commercial  and  maritime,  of  America,  may  be  under  one  sole 
direedon,  that  of  Mr.  Schweighaaser,  within  bis  district."  *^  We 
shidl  t^  day  acquaint  Captain  Jones  howfar  it  is  in  our  power 
to  comply  with  his  desires,  and  in  what  manner.* 

Sueh  was  the  posiben  in  whidi  Jones  fomid  himself,  sAar 
his  return  to  Brest.  In  eitiag  such  extracts  from  Ua  eanrea- 
pottdence,  as  exjdahi  the  multifarious  difficulties  and  projects 
of  diis  period,  there  seeinato  be  but  one  mod^  of  avoiding  confijh 
sion,  which  is  to  preserre  chronological  order.  His  first  olbject 
was  to  make  provision  for  the  seamen.  In  mentioning  to  the 
commismeDevs  in  his  letter  of  May  16th,  that  be  had  drawn  for 
the  21,000  Mvres,  faa  says :  ^  I  mean  to  distribute  it  among  the 
officers  and  crew,  to  whoi%.I  owe  my  late  success.  It,  is  but 
reasonaMe  that  they  should  be  temished  with  the  means  of  pro- 
caring  little  necessaries  and  oomferts  of  lifef  for  tbemselyea;  and 
IJbe  interests  of  thil  serricej  as  well  as  the  claims  q(  humanity 
and  justice,^  plead  In  behalf  dfuhar. wires  and  helpless  families, 
who  are  new  unprovided  in  America,  and  wittoaturally  expect 
a  supply  of  clothings  &e.  by  the  Drake."  It  is  creditable  to  bis 
humanity,  that  the  next  point  whicdi  he  prelMied  most  earnest)^ 
upon  the  commissioners,  was  the  propriety  of  treating  tbo  piv- 
sonere  with  kindness  and  atfimlion.  He  wf^>ajtpgether  avffffe 
to  releasing  them,  particularly  the  seamen,  without  an  exchange. 


*  D^tenailicCQrrotpopideiiod,  1, 897. 
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In  forwarding,  afterwards,  th^  memorial  lie  says :  "  The  fellow 
who  holds  thje  rod  over  t^etr  wretched  heads,  has  menaced  them, 
'  if  they  dare  to  complain/  and  would  hare  intercepted  llieir  me- 
morial, had  I  not  prevented  it.  This  Riou  is  the  scoundrel  who,  by 
his  falsehood,  promoted  discord  in  the  Ranger,  and  got  the  delu- 
ded people  to  appoint  him  their  particular  agent.  Before  that  time 
he  never  could  call  twenty  louis  his  own,  and  he  is  now  too  rich 
for  his  former  profession  of  King's  interpreter.  He  does  not 
deny  that  he  is  a  scoundrel,  for  so  I  hare  called  him  more  than 
once  before  witnesses,  and  so  every  person  of  sense  thinks  him 
at  Brest.  If  the  exchange  of  prisoners  does  not  take  place  im- 
mediately, I  conceive  it  would  be  the  most  eligible  method  to 
have  the  people  on  board  the  Patience  landed.  They  are  con- 
vinced, that  if  you  should  think  fit  to  return  them  an  answer,  it 
win  never  come  to  their  hands  through  the  means  of  any  per- 
fKm  who  calls  himself  an  agent  at  Brest,  and  they  having  full 
confidence  in  the  honour  and  humanity  of  Father  John,  profes- 
sor of  English,  and  chaplain  to  Compte  D'OrvilHers  at  Brest, 
have  desired  me  to  inform  you,  that  through  that  gentleman  they 
beg  you  to  favour  them  with  an  answer.  In  granting  their  re- 
quest you  will  confer  a  very  singular  obligation  on  me." 

On  the  27th  May,  Franklin  wrote  to  Jones  as  follows :  '*  Deal* 
Sir,  I  received  your's  of  the  18th,  inclosing  one  for  the  Coun- 
tess of  Selkirk,  which  I  forward  this  day,  via  Holland.  It  is  a 
gallant  letter,  and  must  give  her  ladyship  a  high  and  just  opinion 
of  your  gallantry  and  nobleness  of  mind.  The  dirty  insinuation 
you  mention,  is  of  a  piece  with  many  otHbrs  from  the  same 
quarter,  the  natural  produce  of  base  minds;  who,  feeling  no 
other  motive  in  th^r  own  breasts,  but  sordid  self  interest, 
imagine  no  other  motive  can  exist  in  others,  and  therefore,  it  is 
to  that  alone,  they  ascribe  the  most  praiseworthy  actions.* 

''The  Jersey  privateers  do  us  a  great  deal  of  mischief  by 


*  He  refen  to  the  mineprefentatbiui  of  tbe  EngUih  pi^ten,  mentioned  in  a  letter 
of  Jones  already  intiodnoed. 
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l^r^p&ag  our  gufiplies.  It  h^  been  mentioned  to  me*  tbfMt 
jQiur  inudl  vessel,  conunanded  by  so  brave  an  officer,  mglft 
render  great  service,  by  fpUowiog  them  where  greater  ships  dare 
Itet  yenture  their  bottoms ;  or,  being  accompanied  and  supported 
bj  some  frigates  from  Brest,  at  a  proper  distance,  might  draw 
them  out  and  then  take  them.  I  wish  you  to  consider  of  this,  as 
It  comes  from  high  awthorHy^  and  that  y9U  would  immediately 
think  of  it,  and  let  me  know  when  your  ship  will  be  ready. 
I  have  written  to  England  about  the  exchange  of  your  pri- 
jfOQers*  I  congratulate  you  most  cordially  on  your  late  suc- 
cess, and  wish  for  a  continuance  and  increase  of  the  honour  you 
hare  acquired," 

While  the  matter  and  manner  of  the  beginning  of  Uiis  letter 
^ere  well  calculated  to  give  Jones  pleasure,  his  own  phraseok|[y 
being  nearjy  echoed,  it  afforded  no  prospect  of  immediate  reU^. 
No  me^tiom  is  made  of  the  draft ;  and  the  service  proposed  was 
not  of  suc}i  fi  character  as  was  particularly  calculated  to  gratify 
Ijhe  appetite  c^any  ambitious  commander,  just  flushed  with  suo- 
fess ;  much  less  that  of  Jones,  who  would  thus  have  been  made 
subservient  to  d]ie  objects  of  others,  who  would  reap  the  glory, 
while  he  was  playing  the  humbler  part  of  hunting  out  game  for 
^hei|i«  In  his  r^y,  however,  he  declares  his  readiness  to  com- 
ply,, while  he  intimates  very  plainly  his  longing  for  more  digni- 
fied employment.  This  is  not  unskilfully  introduced.  The  let^ 
leTi  dated  June  Ist,  is  as  follows. 

<*  His  ExcsLLENdlr  Benjamin  Franklin. 

''Honoured  and  dear  Sir— -Accept  my  grateful  tha<iks  for 
your  much  esteemed  favour  of  27th  ult.  Such  a  mark  of  your 
good  opinion  and  approba^on,  really  affords  me  the  most  heart- 
felt satisfactim.  It  shall  always  be  my  ambition  to  do  my  dutyi 
as  far  as  my  judgment  and  small  abilities  enable  me  ;-^nit  you 
wiU  see  by  the  within  papers,  that  my  roses  are  not  without 
thorns ;  and,  jierhaps,  it  wiU  seem  romance  that  I  have  suc- 
ceeded; which  I  am  sure  I  should  not  have  done,  had  I  not  been 
my  own  counsellor. 
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*  *  NotUaf  would  give  me  more  jdeosute  tlaii  to  rend^ir  eMen- 
tial  servicer  to  AnMriea,  in  way  measure  ¥^oh  you  may  find 
expedient*  Should  I  be  able  to  lead  my  present  erew,  it  can 
be  done  only  by  the  sddom  failing  bait  for  sordid  minds,  greai 
wiewi  €f  interest. 

''If  in  bringing  about  the  plan  you  propose,  I  may  take  the 
liberty  to  assure  them  of  the  protection  of  the  French  4ag,  in  the 
channel,  against  enemies  of  superior  force,  with  the  free  liberty 
to  attack)  and  take  under  that  sanction,  sU^  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war,  or  merchantmen,  as  may  be  met  with,  of  equal  or 
inferior  force,  perhaps  I  may  succeed  and  gain  them  over  by  thai 
means,  nor  will  it  be  necessary  to  tell  them  our  real  object. 

''  If  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  them  such  assurances,  and  their 
kome-ricknesi  should  continue,  I  could  Mrish  that  such  officers  as 
may  appear  dangerously  illy  might  have  liberty  to  lay  down 
their  conmiissions  and  warrants,  and  that  others  may  be  given 
to  men  of  stronger  nerves,  who  would  be  too  proud  to  think 
themselves  servants  by  the  year.  I  believe  many  such  may  be 
found  among  American  subjects  hi  France. 

''  If  it  should  be  consistent  to  order  the  Boston  frigate  here 
from  Bourdeaux,  perhaps  such  exchanges  might  be  made,  as 
would  be  for  the  interest  and  harmony  of  the  service ;  and  we 
might  perhaps  be  able  to  assemble  a  sufficient  number  of  ofil^ 
cers  to  form  a  court. 

''  The  Due  de  Chartres  has  shown  me  smidry  attentions,  and 
expressed  his  indination  to  facilitate  my  obtaining  the  ship  built 
at  Amsterdam.  I  believe  I  could  ecunly  obtain  letters  to  the 
same  effect,  from  the  principal  people  here,  but  shall  take  no 
step  without  your  approbation.  If  the  prisoners  should  be  ex** 
changed  in  Europe,  I  believe  it  would  be  possible  to  man  that 
ship  with  Americans.  I  could  have  manned  two  sudi  with 
French  volunteers  since  I  arrived. 

''  The  Ranger  is  crank,  sails  slow,  and  is  of  a  trifling  force. 
Host  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  are  more  than  a  match,  yet  I  mean 
not  U>  complain.    I  demand  nothing  ;  and  although  I  know  that 
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it  was  the  intention  of  CongreMtogive  me  diat  sh^i,  I  am  now 
ready  to  go  wherever  the  service  dills  me. 

^'  If  two  or  three  fast  sailing  ahips  could  be  collected,  there  is 
a  great  choice  of  private  enterprises,  some  of  idiich  might  suc- 
ceed, and  add  more  to  the  interest  and  honour  of  America,  than 
cruising  with  twice  the  force.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  pro- 
vince of  our  infant  navy  to  surprise,  and  spread  alarms  with  fast 
sailing  ships.  When  we  grow  stronger,  we  can  meet  their 
fleets,  and  dispute  with  them  the  sovereignty  of  the  ocean. 
These  are  my  private  sentiments,  and  are  therefore  submitted  . 
with  the  utmost  diffidence  to  your  superior  understanding. 

*'  Botti  the  Ranger  and  the  Drake  were  so  much  disabled, 
that  they  needed  to  be  entirely  new  rigged.  We,  however,  made 
shift  from  the  wreck  of  both  ships,  to  rig  the  Drake,  which  is 
now  completed.  The  Ranger's  late  rigging  was  twice  laid  and 
much  too  thick  and  heavy.  The  refitting  her  shall  be  continued 
with  unremitting  application.''  He  thus  complains  of  the  deten- 
tion of  this  captors'  part  of  one  of  the  Ranger's  prizes  by  Mr.  Delap, 
a  nominal  sub-prize  agent,  and  of  the  sacrifice  of  another  prize  at 
Nantes.  Half  the  proceeds  of  the  latter  was  all  the  prize  money 
yet  received.  In  a  postscript  he  says :  **  The  written  papers  I 
send  you  in  confidence ;  leaving  it  to  you  to  show  them  or  not 
to  such  persons  as  you  may  think  proper." 

These  inclosures  contained  plans  for  various  expeditions. 
'*  Three  very  fast  sailing  frigates,  with  one  or  two  tenders,  might 
enter  the  Irish  channel  and  burn  at  Whitehaven  fit>m  two  to 
three  hundred  ships,  besides  the  town,  which  contains  50,000 
inhabitants;  thb  would  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to 
supply  Ireland  with  coal  the  ensuing  winter. 

'<  The  same  force  would  be  sufficient  to  take  the  bank  of  Ayr 
in  Scotland,  and  to  destroy  the  town :  or  perhaps,  the  whde 
shipping  in  the  Clyde,  with  the  towns  and  stores  of  Greenock 
and  Port  Glasgow,  provided  no  alarm  was  first  given  at  other 
jlaces.  The  fishery  at  Cambletown  is  an  object  worthy  at- 
tQiion,  and  in  some  of  the  ports  of  Ireland,  ships  may  perhaps 
be  i  bund  worth  from  150,000  to  200,000  livres  each." 
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As  the  preparations  for  these  enterprises  woidd  require  timei 
he  suggested  that  immediately,  with  an  inferior  force,  the  east 
and  north  coasts  of  England  and  Scotland  might  be  alarmed, 
several  towns  burned  or  laid  under  contribution,  and  the  coal 
shipping  of  Newcastle  destroyed*  If  these  plans  should  be 
thought  inexpedient,  the  enemy's  West  India  or  Baltic  fleets,  or 
Hudson  Bay  ships  might  be  intercepted,  or  the  Greenland  fish- 
ery destroyed;  all  itf  which,  he  says,  ^^were  ci^ntfd  objects." 

If  n<Hie  of  these  projects  were  very  magatfk^nt^  Jones  would 
have  had  the  sole  conduct  of  them  ;  and  he  felt  himself  able  to 
eflTect  them  with  a  comparatively  small  force ;  on  which  account 
he  must  have  preferred  the  least  brilliant,  to  acting  in  the  sub- 
ordinate capacity  proposed  to  him. 

The  letter  addressed  by  the  commissioners  to  Jones,  on  the 
25ch  of  Hay,  referred  to  in  their  letter  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams, 
of  the  same  date,  is  not  among  any  of  the  puUished  documents 
or  manuscripts  before  the  compiler.  In  it,  according  to  their 
letter  to  Mr.  Williams,  they  "  acquainted  Captain  Jones  how 
far  it  was  in  their  power  to  comply  with  his  desires,  and  in  what 
mamier.' ■     He  thus  wrote  in  reply,  on  the  3d  June. 

"  Gentlemen, 

**  Tour  letter  of  the  25ch  ult.  I  received  by  yesterday's  post. 
I  frankly  ask  yout  pardon  for  the  undue  tiberty  I  took  the 
16th  uk*  when  I  ventured  to  sign  a  draft  upon  you  for  the 
pmrpose  of  supplying  the  people  under  my  command  with 
necessary  clothing,  &c. ;  and  I  promise  you  never  to  be  guilty 
of  the  like  offence  again.  I  hope  you  do  not,  however,  mean  to 
impute  to  me  a  desire  to  receive  *  presents  of  the  public  money ;' 
or  even  to  touch  a  dollar  of  it,  for  any  private  purpose  of  my 
own.  On  the  contrary,  I  need  not  now  assert,  that  I  stepped 
forth  at  the  beginning,  from  nobler  motives.  My  accounts, 
before  I  left  America,  testify  that  I  am  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  in  advance  for  the  puUic  service,  exclusive  of 
any  eoncem  with  the  Ranger ;  and  as  for  wages,  I  never  received 
any.     Had  I^iot  previously  determined  to  keep  the  prisoners 
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bere^  they  would  have  been  aent  away  in  the  Brake,  long  before 
DOW.  My  embarraased  situation  wHI,  in  the  eyes  of  candour^ 
apologize  for  my  not  sending  you  a  more  early  informatiott  ci 
the  particulars  of  my  eruise,  and  of  the  prizes  which  I  hare 
made.  On  my  passage  from  America  I  took  two  brigantinest 
both  from  Malaga  for  England*  The  one  arrived  safe  at 
Nantes ;  and  being  sold  by  Messrs.  Morris  and  Williams,  the 
captors^  part  was  paid  to  them.  The  other  arrived  at  Bour^ 
deaux,  and  was,  I  understand,  sold  by  Mr*  J.  H.  Belap,  who, 
though  he  had  my  orders  to  remit  the  captors'  part  immediately, 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Nantes,  yet  still  retains  it  in 
his  own  hands.  On  my  late  expedition,  three  prizes  were  sunk^ 
The  ship  Lord  Chatham  was  sent  here  (to  Brest)  to  remain 
under  the  care  at  the  Intendant.  She  now  remains  in  the  port, 
locked  and  nailed  up  under  a  guard.  The  ship  of  war  DrakiOt 
with  her  stores  on  board,  and  the  brigantine  Patience  in  ballast, 
are  with  the  Ranger  at  anchor  in  the  Road.  M.  de  Sartine 
can  inform  you  that  the  sales  of  the  prizes  are  precluded,  until 
he  sends  further  orders  here.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  I  cannot 
see  how  you  oould  suj^MMie  that  I  had  created  agents  to  dispose 
of  the  public  property.  And  yet  if  I  had  done  this,  peiiiaps  my 
public  wants  would  justify  me. 

^*  The  rules  wherel^  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  oommand 
me  to  regulate  my  conduct  in  the  navy,  authorize  me  to  iiltue 
my  warrant  to  the  agent,  &^.  and  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  u 
his  province  to  furnish  me  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
expenses.  If  you  widi  for  an  estimate  (torn  met  unacqiMinled 
as  I  am  with  prices,  besides  the  delay,  it  may  be  .very  fiir  fVom 
exact. 

^*  When  you  determined  to  clmnge  the  continental  agent,  I 
could  wish  you  had  sent  that  information  in  a  letter  to  meet, 
me  here  on  my  arrival,  as  I  had  advised  you  of  my  intention 
to  return  to  Brest.  All  disagreeaUe  akerci^n  might  then 
have  been  avoided.  My  situation  is  net  now  mended  by  y«if 
last,  the  gentleitian  you  mention  being  at  Nantes,  and  mo  person 
^ypearing  in  his  behalf  At  Brest. 
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*^  A  space  of  fixteen  montbe  is  now  elapsad,  sinoe  CongproM 
tlioiight  of  in«,  and  placed  u^ar  my  eoaunaad  seoen.  time$  mj 
present  force,  leaving  me  at  full  liberty,  l^,  aod  where  to  applj 
it.  And  if  I  am  not  now  capable  of  supporting  the  internal 
go¥emment  of  a  single  skx^  of  war*  I  wish  that  some  person 
more  deserving  had  my  place,  and  I  in  America  to  answer  for 
my  misconduct.  I  have  '  well  considered,*  and  yet  I  shall 
persist  in  justifying  the  steps  I  have  taken,  and  to  which  you 
mllude.    •    • 

*^  If  you  are  in  possession  of  any  resolution  of  Coogress,  which 
will  authome  me  to  send  Lieutenant  Simpson  to  America,  A^ 
I  should  be  oUiged  to  you  for  a  copy  of  it." 

The  chaage  of  commercial  agents  seems  to  have  been 
peculiarly  disagreeable  to  Jones,  on  several  accounts.  He  paid 
ao  attention  to  two  letters  from  Mr.  Schweighauser,  at  Nantes, 
(who  had  been  appointed  agent  within  a  certain  district  by  M r« 
W.  Lee,)  until  he  had  been  officially  directed  to  recognise  him 
by  the  commissiofMrs.  He  then  wrote  to  him  as  ioUowa, 
obvvHisly  under  an  irritation  of  feeling. 

«'  Brest,  m  Jum,  177& 
''SiE—Yoor  letterof  the  12th  ult.  Ady  iqqpearcd;  but  as  the 
purport  of  it  seemed  rather  to  intimate  jwvt.derire  ta mtt  mjf 
friui  ai  a  ditUmoe,  than  to  manifest  your  inclination  to  furnish 
the  daily  supplies  of  provisions  for  my  people  and  prisoners,  and 
the  stores  and  pnnrisMm  of  every  kind,  necessary  to  refit  the 
continental  ship  Ranger^  alter  an  obstinate  engagement,  I 
thought  it  required  no  answer ;  eqieoially  as  I  had  no  letter 
from  the  commissioners  on  the  subject ;  and  had  the  commis- 
sioners stiU  remained  silent,  neither  could  I  have  given  a 
satis&ctory  answer  to  your  last  of  31st  ult.  which  has  this 
moment  come  to  my  hand.  That  letter,  Sir,  feems  in  the 
same  atrain  with  the  former;  but  some  part  of  it,  I  freelj 
confess,  is  above  oiy  lantguage  or  eompreheasvNi^  when  yen 
^stpreas  yoiirsdf  thus:    'That   I  may  take  the  necessary 
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measures  to  assure  us  the  propriety  of  these  captures.'*  As  I 
am  not  charged  with  baTiiig  infringed  the  laws  of  govemmeDt, 
I  think  your  postscript  might  have  been  spared. 

'<  In  a  word,  if  you  consider  yourself  the  agent  or  instrument 
for  victualling  and  rehiring  the  ships  of  war  of  the  American 
navy^  as  I  came  here  in  distress  the  8th  ult.  in  want  of  proyisions» 
with  a  number  of  wounded  men  and  prisoners,  you  have  not 
done  your  duty  ;  as  you  hare  not,  to  this  hour,  given  or  offered 
me  any  assistance;  whereby  you  have  occasioned  a  loss  of 
money  and  time  to  the  United  States.  It  was  your  duty  to  have 
appeared  on  the  spot,  and  to  have  ministered  to  our  wants.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  aj3 1  rather  think,  you  consider  yourself  only 
as  the  instrument  for  selling  the  continental  part  of  prizes,  yet 
in  this  case,  too,  ycm  have  not  done  your  duty.  It  was  your  duty 
to  have  i^ipeared  at  Brest,  to  have  taken  care  of  the  public 
property,  and  to  have  brought  on  the  sales;  whereas  some  of 
It  may  now  be  perishing,  through  your  absence  and  neglect.  I 
have  been  thus  explicit,  that  you  may  not  henceforth  misunder- 
stand me ;  and  that,  so  £bu:  as  we  may  be  ccnmected,  we  may 
henceforth  co-operate  for  the  public  good  of  the  American  ^ 
United  States." 

On  the  1st  of  June,  the  scune  day  on  which  Jones  had  written 
to  Franklin,  in  reply  to  a  letter  suggesting  enterprises  ^f  an 
humbler  character,  that  real  friend  of  his,  who  beet  understood 
his  genius  and  his  temperament,  communicated  to  him  intdli- 
fonce  calculated  to  awaken  higher  hopes,  and  to  console  him 
for  all  his  mortifications.  His  pride  was  gratified,  and  Jie  imm 
at  liberty  to  indulge  in  dreams  of  gk>ry.     This  was  aU ;  for  he 


^  As  we  cannot  suppose  that  Jones  would  h)ave  condescended  to  a 
vulgar  sneer,  it  is  obvious  that  he  was  too  much  vexed  to  perceive  ^at 
H.  Schweighauser,  who  bought  in  one  language,  while  writing  in  an- 
cHher,  and  whose  letters  in  English  are  euriousiy  inaodtarate,  meant  to 
wt  ^e  harmless  w(iid  property  ^  instead  of  tiiot  which  gavB  so  nuaeb 
<^6nce. 
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was  dettiiied  to  endure  a  new  and  long  series  of  disappointments. 
The  letter  of  Franklin  was  as  follows : 

(rmiTATs.) 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  it  is  proposed  to 
give  you  the  commanti  of  the  great  ship  we  have  built  at  Am- 
sterdam. By  what  you  wrote  to  us  formerly,  I  have  ventured 
to  say  in  your  behalf,  that  this  proposition  would  be  agreeable  to 
you.  You  will  immediately  let  me  know  your  resolution ;  which, 
that  you  may  be  more  clear  in  taking,  I  must  inform  you  of 
some  circumstances.  She  is  at  present  the  pr<^rty  of  the 
king ;  but  as  there  is  no  war  yet  declared,  you  will  have  the 
commission  and  flag  of  the  States,  and  act  under  their  orders 
and  laws.  The  Prince  de  Nassau  will  make  the  cruise  with 
.  you.  She  is  to  be  brought  here  under  cover  as  a  French 
merehantman,  to  be  equifqied  and  manned  in  France.  We 
hope  to  exchange  your  prisoners  for  as  many  American  sailors  ; 
but  if  that  fails,  you  have  your  present  crew  to  be  made  up  here 
with  other  nations  and  French.  The  other  commissioners  are 
not  acquainted  with  this  proposition  as  yet ;  and  you  see  by  the 
nature  of  it,  that  is  necessary  to  be  kept  a  secret  till  we  have 
got  the  vessel  here,  for  fear  of  difficulties  in  Holland,  and 
interception ;  you  will  therefore  direct  your  answer  to  me  alone. 
It  being  desired  that  the  aflair  should  rest  between  you  and  me, 
perhaps  it  may  be  best  for  you  to  take  a  trip  up  here  to  concert 
matters,  if  in  general  you  approve  the  idea. 

*^  I  was  much  pleased  with  reading  your  journal,  which  we 
received  yesterday." 

Jones  wrote  in  reply,  on  the  6th,  as  follows :  '*  Your  much 
esteemed  favour  lays  me  under  a  most  singular  obligation^  I 
oannot  but  be  deeply  sensible  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  me 
hy  the  proposition ;  and  I  really  think  it  affords  a  very  fair 
prospect  of  success.  In  a  few  days,  the  return  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Schweighauser  will,  I  hope,  enable  me  to  leave  affiws  here, 
so  as  to  attend  you  at  Paris.     I  shall  be  happy  in  all  opportu- 
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nUiea  ta  prove»  by  my  conduct,  how  much  I  wish  to  merit  your 
confidence,  and  that  of  the  Prince." 

On  the  10th  June,  Franklin  agcdn  wrote  to  Jones,  confirming 
his  expectations  of  receiving  the  promised  command. 

Powy,  June  10<A,  1778. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

'<  I  receiv^  your's  of  1st  instant,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
which  I  have  shown  to  the  other  commissioners,  but  have  not 
yet  had  their  opinion  of  them  ;  only  I  know  that  they  had  before 
(in  consideration  of  the  disposition  and  uneasiness  of  your 
people)  expressed  an  inclination  to  order  your  ship  directly  back 
to  America*  You  will  ju<]^e  from  what  follows,  whether  it  wiU 
not  be  9Av\»ntiiBfoT  you  to  propose  their  sending  her  back  with 
h^r  people,  and  under  some  other  command.  In  consequence  of 
the  high  opinion  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  hcut  of  your  conduct . 
and  bravery,  it  is  now  settled  (observe,  that  is  to  be  a  secret 
between  us,  I  being  expressly  enjoined  not  to  communicate  it 
to  any  other  person,)  that  you  are  to  have  the  frigate  from 
Holland,  which  actually  belongs  to  government,  and  will  be 
famished  with  as  many  good  French  seamen  as  you  shall 
require.  But  jtou  are  to  act  under  Congress  commission.  As 
you  may  like  to  have  a  number  of  Americans,  and  your  own 
are  home-sidi,  it  is  proposed  to  give  you  as  many  as  you  can 
engage  out  of  two  hundred  prisoners,  which  the  ministry  of 
Britain  have  at  length  agreed  to  give  us  in  exchange  for  those 
you  have  in  your  hands.  They  propose  to  make  the  exchange 
at  Calais,  where  they  are  to  bring  the  Americans.  Nothing  is 
wanting  to  this  but  a  list  of  yours,  containing  their  names  and 
rank;  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  which  an  equal  number 
fire  to  be ,  prepared,  and  sent  in  a  ship  at  that  port,  where 
your's  are  to  meet  them. 

'^  If  by  this  means  you  can  get  a  good  new  crew,  I  think  it 
would  be  best  that  you  are  quite  free  of  the  dd ;  for  a  mixture 
might  introduce  the  infection  of  that  sickness  you  complain  of. 
But  this  may  be  left  to  your  own  discretion.    Perhaps  we  shall 


join  you  wiA  the  ProvideiM^,  Captain  Whipple,  a  new  conti* 
nental  ship  of  30  guns,  which,  in  coming  out  of  the  riVer  of 
.  Providence,  gave  the  two  frigates  that  were  po^ed  to  intercept 
her  each  of  them  SO  heavy  a  dose  of  her  18  and  12  poufiders, 
that  they  had  not  the  courage,  or  were  not  able,  to  pursue  her. 
It  seems  to  be  desired  that  you  will  step  up  to  Versailles,  (where 
one  will  meet  you,)  in  order  to  such  a  settlement  of  matters  and 
plans  with  those  who  have  the  direction  as  cannot  well  be  done 
by  letter.  I  wish  it  may  be  convenient  to  you  to  do  it  imme- 
diately. 

''  The  project  of  giving  you  the  command  of  this  ship  pleases 
me  the  more,  as  it  is  a  probable  opening  to  the  higher  prefer- 
ment you  so  justly  merit." 

It  wiU  be  observed  that  this  negotiation  of  Franklin  with  the 
French  ministry,  was  unknown  to  Messrs.  liCe  and  Adams.  It 
seemS)  too,  not  to  have  been  communicated  to  them  before  the 
16th,  that  Jones  was  to  have  command  of  the  frigate  at  Amster- 
dam ;  as  we  find  a  letter  from  them  addressed  to  him  on  that 
day,*  signed  by  all  the  commissioners,  directing  him  to  make 
prepamtions  for  a  voyage  to  America  with  all  despatch,  in  the 
skip  then  under  his  command,  containing  various  instructions, 
formal,  and  in  the  nature  of  suggestions,  and  advising  him  to  keep 
his  destination  secret.  It  could  not  have  been  intendedby  Frankliti 
and  Sartine,  that  he  should  return  in  the  Ranger,  as  the  subse- 
quent correspondence  wiU  show.  Jones  stood  likewise  too  high 
in  importance,  to  be  despatched  home  in  that  vessel.  He  had 
previously  been  in  direct  correspondence  with  M.  De  Sartine. 
On  the  3l8t  March  previous,  he  had  written  to  him  from  Brest, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  secret  committee  of 
Congress,  with  other  documents ;  acknowledging  the  attentions 
and  favours  he  had  received  from  Admiral  Compte  D'Orvilliers, 
M.  De  la  Porte,  M.  la  Motte  Picquet,  and  every  other  officer  of 
distinction  in  the  port ;  and  adverting  to  a  project  of  his,  com- 
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municated  to  the  minister  through  the  admiral,  the  nature  of 
which  he  does  not  specify.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
minister  widied  to  secure  the  services  of  Jones,  and  to  retain 
him  in  readiness  to  execute  whatever  enterprise  events  might 
indicate  as  best  suited  to  his  daring  spirit  and  practical  skill. 
His  late  successes  had  made  an  impression  which  had  a  specifie 
value ;  and  the  ^er  of  the  Prince  of  Nassau  to  serve  under 
him,  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  estimation  iii  which  he  was  held 
at  Court.  Under  the  then  existing  circumstances,  it  would 
have  been  a  loss  to  send  him  to  America,  with  a  small  force, 
merely  as  a  bearer  of  despatches,  with  the  precarious  chance  of 
making  a  few.str^y  prizes,  or  striking  unimportant  blows.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  that  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  anabassadors, 
the  nations  felt  that  hostilities  must  ensue,  political  considera- 
tions withheld  either  from  being  the  first  to  acknowledge  its 
belligerent  attitude.  The  affair  on  the  17th  June,  between  the 
Belle  Poule  and  the  Arethusa,  and  the  capture  on  the  same  and 
th^  following  day,  by  the  English,  of  the  Licorne  and  Pallas 
frigates,  in  which  each  party  charged  the  other  of  being  the 
aggressor,  broqght  matters  nearer  to  a  crisis.  The  engagements 
between  the  fleets  under  Keppel  and  D'Orvilliers  followed,  and 
it  soon  became  no  longer  necessary  to  moot  questions  of  national 
law,  as  to  the  disposition  of  prisoners  brought  into  French 
ports  by  American  cruisers.* 


*  On  accidentally  looking  for  a  date  into  the  newspaper  hiatorian  Biaaett,  whoae  com- 
pilation onr  wise  booksellers,  for  lack  of  a  better,  bind  ap  with  Home  and  Smollet, 
I  find  an  amusing  notice  of  Jones  and  his  adventures.  "  The  American  frivaUen/^ 
says  thi»  plunderer  of  old  gazettes,  *'  trusting  to  the  alliance  with  France,  came  this 
year  to  the  coast  of  Europe,  and  committed  various  depredations.  The  most  daring 
commander  of  these  ships,  was  the  noted  adventurer  Paul  Jones.  This  person  had  betm 
gardener  to  the  Earl  cfSdkirk,  at  a  seat  near  Kircudbright,  on  the  southwest  coast  of  Scot- 
land. Leaving  his  employment  abruptly,  on  account  of  some  umbvage  which  he  had  con- 
ceived against  the  family,  he  had  betaken  himself  to  sea ;  and  by  professional  skill, 
together  with  intrepid  boldness,  arrived  at  the  appointment  which  he  then  held. 
Directing  his  efibrts  against  the  coasts  with  which  he  was  beet  acquainted,  he  landed 
at  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  and  set  fire  to  a  ship  in  the  harbour,  with  the  intention 
efbumiBf  the  town;  htUwtudrkemmwaffhptheinhahkmim.  FVomthenM  he  proceeded 
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Previous  to  leaving  Brest  &»*  Yersaillesy  Jones  says  in  1^ 
Journal  for  the  king,  that  ''  finding  the  lieutenant  f^ipeared 
more  reasonable  than  formerly,  he  took  his  parole  in  writing, 
not  to  serve  again  in  the  navy  before  he  was  acquitted  by  a 
court-martial^  and  set  him  at  liberty.  A  day  or  two  afterwards, 
the  eommisaioners  thought  fit  to  interfere  respecting  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Ranger,  which,  it  is  presumed,  they  bad  no 
authority  to  do,  as  it  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  subordination." 

He  proceeds  to  say,  that  *'  having  the  prisoners  still  under 
his  care,  the  prizes  being  unsold,  and  the  orew  naked.  Captain 
Jones,  having  completely  refitted  the  Ranger,  had  no  insmediate 
business  at  Brest ;  and  therefore  went  privately  up  to  V^sailles, 
on  the  invitation  of  the  Court."  On  the  16th  June,  he  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  the  commissioners,  from  Passy* 

'<  Gentlemen, 

'^  At  the  time  when  I  took  Lieutenant  Simpson's  parole,  I 
did  not  expect  to  have  been  so  long  absent  from  America ;  but 
as  circumstances  have  now  rendered  the  time  of  my  return  less 
certain,  I  am  willing  to  let  the  dispute  between  us  drop  for  ever, 
by  giving  up  that  parole,  which  will  entitle  him  to  coipmand  the 
Ranger.  I  have  no  malice,  and  if  I  have  done  him  any  injury, 
this  will  be  making  him  aU  the  present  satisfaction  in  my  power. 
If  on  the  contrary,  he  has  injured  me,  I  will  trust  to  himsdf  toir 
an  acknowledgment." 

On  the  29th  Jones  Wrote  to  th^  commanding  officers  of  the 
Ranger,  informing  them  that  he  had  dbtained  permission  from 
the  French  ministry,  to  dispose  of  the  prizes  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, without  their  being  subject  to  any  expense  in  the  admiralty 
courts,  and  had  made  other  arrangements  for  the  advantage  of 


over  Solway  Frith,  to  tk«  MSt  of  Lord  Selkirk,  nnd  fiUaged  Ike  houn  of  all  the  pfatte^ 
jewds,  and  otkw  vatmabU  »fiet$,  4rc."  The  veraeioafl  historian  says  nothmg  of  the 
capture  of  the  Drake,  as  a  matter  of  coarse.  Candoar,  however,  mutt  confesi  that 
there  are  fewer  mistatemettts  in  the  fiyregoing  paragraph,  than  in  many  othen  of  eqnal 
length,  whioh  ni^t  be  ■elected  fivrn  the  same  work. 
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tbe  captors.  '  ^^  It  shall  be  mj  care  to  get  the  prisoners  ex- 
changed as  soon  as  possible,  to  realize  our  prizes,  and  to  obtain 
leave  to  return  on  a  cruise  to  America.  All  this  I  believe  I 
shall  very  soon  be  able  to  effect,  and  th^efore  you  may  publish 
it  in  tbe  ship,  for  the  gen^^l  happiness  and  satisfactkni. 
There  vtdll,  I  am  persuaded,  be  nothing  to  interfere  with  our 
proceeding  to  America,  unless  the  Ranger  should  be  previously 
employed  as  a  ceirtel,  in  the  approaching  exchange  of  prisoners. 
This  may  or  may  not  happen  ;  and  as  it  will  be  a  vrork  of  little 
time,  and  of  no  danger,  it  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  It  might,  I  think,  be  accomplished,  before 
the  prizes  can  be  realized.  I  only  wait  here  (or  the  Hst  of  the 
prison^s  vriiicfa  I  wrote  for  some  time  ago,  and  which  I  hope 
will  be  very  exact."  He  then  gives  instructions  as  to  details, 
and  among  others,  requests  that  certain  articles,  including  the 
plate,  should  be  carefully  stored  and  reserved,  until  his  return 
to  Breist. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  he  wrote  to  tbe  commissioners  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen, 

**  When  Congress  thought  proper  to  order  me  to  France,  it 
was  proposed  that  theRanger  shoidd  remain  under  my  direction, 
and  be  eonunanded  by  a  lieutenant.  And  as  the  French 
ministry  have  now  in  contemplation  plans  which  promise  honour 
to  the  American  flag,  the  Ranger  might  be  very  useful  to  assist 
in  carrying  them  into  execution.  Lieutenant  Simpson  has 
certainly  behared  amiss ;  yet  I  can  forgive,  as  well  as  resent ; 
and  upon  his  making  a  proper  concession,  I  will,  with  your 
ai^HtdMition,  not  only  fcnrgiye  the  past,  but  leave  lam  the  com- 
mand of  tbe  Ranger.  By  this  means,  and  by  some  little  pro- 
motions and  attentions,  that  may  be  consistent,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  Ranger's  crew,  so  that  they  will  postpone 
their  return  as  long  as  the  service  may  recpdre.'^ 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  private  conferences  between 
Franklin  and  the  French  minister^  the  object  which  the  com- 
missioners had  in  view  in  common,  vras  fiaiiAj  to  pacify  the 


I         II ■!   I    taMsiiir    ffl 


'    FAVL  JONBS*  119 

orew  a£  tke  Bmger^  lo  retain  sm  many  of  ker  abler  scanieti  as 
were  willis;  to  ierve,  and  to  tend  her  home  i^ber  the  exchange 
of  priMHiers.  On  the  16th  June,  Franklin  had  written  to  Mn 
DaTid  Hmctkfj  in  consequence  of  advices  from  him  that  the 
British  mimatr3r  had  agreed  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  pro- 
posing the  mann^  ^  effbeting  it^  and^^tfraring  the  solemn 
eiigagement  of  the  commissioners,  that  if  the  British  govern- 
ment  would  give  up  all  their  prisoners  at  once,  a  number  of 
British  sailcMrs  equal  to  the  surplus  should  be  delivered  to  Lord 
Howe  in  America,  or  to  his  order,  as  soon  as  the  agreement 
sboitid  arrive  there.^  These  arrangements  woold  natorally 
oecu|^  some  little  time  ;  and  meanwhile  the  crew  of  the  Ran- 
go*  were,  as  Jones  says,  *^  naked,"  and  discontented. 

The  very  event  which  arrayed  the  fleets  of  France  and  Eng- 
land against  each  other,  deprived  Jones  of  the  command  of  the 
'^preat  ship"  at  Amsterdam.  He  says  in  hts  Journal  for  the 
king :  "  the  action  of  the  Belle  Poule,  which  began  the  war  be- 
tween France  and  England,  deranged  the  plan  in  contemplation, 
and  gr^itly  interfered  with  the  views  of  court  respecting  €iq)- 
tain  Jcmes.  it  was  understood  the  States  of  Holland  made  great 
difficulty,  respecting  the  Indiep,  that  still  remained  at  Amster- 
dam. Captain  Jones  offered  to  ^e  up  the  project^  and  return 
to  the  Ranger.  To  prevent  this,  the  minister  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  commtssioaers,  requesting  tbeir  permission  for  Captain 
Jones  to  remain  for  a  time  in  Enrqpe,  where  he  would  be 
honourably  enofdeyed  to  promote  the  common  cause." 

The  embryo  schemes  agitated  between  Jones,  FrankHn,  and 
the  Minister,  whatever  they  may  have  been,  were  abandoned, 
as  well  as  the  command  of  the  Indien.  In  reply  to  the  request 
of  the  latter,  above  alluded  to,  the  commissioaers  acquiesced,  in 
the  folfowing  terms.  '*  We  readily  consent  that  he  should  be  at 
your  excellency's  dispositicm ;  and  shall  be  happy  if  his  services 
may  be  in  any  respect  usefid  to  the  designs  your  excellency  may 
have  in  contetnplaiticm." 

*  Diplmnatie  Correspondeiioe,  I.  400. 
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On  the  17th  Julj,  a  few  days  after^  Jones  wrote  himself,  to 
make  hU  aeknowledgements  to  the  minifter.  -  He  speaks  of  his 
return  in  the  Rapger  as  a  thing  in  immediate  contemjriation. 
It  is  obvions  that  he  desired  to  quicken  the  morements  of  the 
minister,  and  to  induce  him  to  prevent  his  depm^re  by  confer^ 
ring  a  real  appointment,  in  lieu  of  holding  out  shadowy  and 
changeful  promises. 

«  Pa$sy,  July  X7ft,  1778- 
"  M.  De  Sartine, 

'<  Hy  Lord-«-4  should  be  ungrateful  did  I  not  return  my  thanks 
for  your  kind  and  generous  intentions  in  my  favour.  My  great* 
est  ambition  would  be  to  merit  your  future  approbation,  by  my 
services  against  the  comnnm  enemy  of  France  and  America. 
Had  your  first  plan  tdten  effect,  the  most  pleasing  prospect  of 
success  would  have  been  befbre  me.  But  that  now  seems  a 
distant  object. 

^'I  have  no  doubt,  that  many  projects  might  be  formed  tram 
the  hints  which  I  had  the  honour  ^f  sending  lately  for  your  in- 
spection :  had  I  been  intrusted  with  the  chief  command,  I  would 
have  held  myself  responsible  for.consequenoes. 

'*  I  cun  bound  in  honour  to  communicate  faithfully  to  Con- 
gress the  generous  offer  which  die  King  wy^  makes,  of  leading 
the  Eperviet  in  the  meantime  to  be  employed  under  my  com*  . 
mand,  under  the  flag  of  America.    I  would  thankfully  have 
accepted  this  offer,  the  moment  it  was  communicated  to  me, 
had  no  difficulties  occurred  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the 
American  funds*    I  have  now  under  my  commaind  a  ship  bound 
to  America.     On  my  arrival  theref  from  the  former  confidence 
of  Congress,  I  have  reason  to  expect  an  immediate  removal  into 
one  of  their  best  ships.    I  have  reason  to  expect  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  first  sqimdron  destined  for  an  expedition,  having 
in  my  possession  several  similar  appointments ;  and  when  Con- 
gress see  fit  to  appoint  admirals,  I  have  assurance  that  my  name 
will  not  be  forgot.     These  are  flattering  prospects  to  a  man 
who  has  drawn  his  sword  only  upon  principles  of  philanthropy. 
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and  m  support  <if  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  But  as  I  prefior 
a  BoBd  to  a  sUning  reputatkm,  a  useful  to  a  splendid  command, 
I  hold  mjself  ready,  with  the  approbation  of  the  oommisnoners, 
to  be  gorenied  by  you  in  any  measures  that  may  tend  to  dis- 
tress and  humble  the  common  enemy/' 

Hie  offer  of  the  Epervier,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  Jones, 
was  little  more  than  a  compliment.  The  ratifications  of  the 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  France,  were  exchanged 
on  the  same  day  on  which  the  foregoing  letter  was  written. 
War  had  not  even  yet  been  formally  declared,  but  had  in  fiict 
begun  at  sea,  with  large  preparations  on  both  sides.  A  violent 
impress  had  been  made  in  England  among  the  crews  of  mer- 
diantmen,  and  France  i^equired  aH  her  own  seamen.  The 
oommffisioners,  or  more  properly,  the  |denipotentiaries,  found 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  loans,  even  in  small  amounts,  and 
were  apprehensire  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  meet  the  drafts 
of  Congress  for  the  interest  of  certificates.  In  their  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  communicating  this  intelligence,  they 
mentioned  that  the  only  two  commercial  agents  in  France^  were 
Mr.  John  Bonfield  of  Bordeaux,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Schwe^hauser  at 
Nantes,  both  appointed  by  Mr.  William  Lee ;  and  recommended 
the  appointment  of  consuls.* 

Negotiations  on  rarious  points,  growing  out  of  the  treaties, 
the  intimation  that  England  would  recognise  the  independence 
of  America,  provided  the  latter  would  mahe  a  separate  peace, 
and  the  immediate  necessity  of  procuring  funds,  at  this  time  fully 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  commissioners.  M.  de  Sartine 
entertained  one  of  the  numerous  projects  which  Jones  had  sub- 
mitted to  him,  either  to  aiq)ea8e  his  impatience,  or  with  the 
real  intention  of  carrying  it  into  execution.  This  was  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  the  Baltic  fleet.  He  says,  in  bis 
Journal  for  the  king  of  France,  '*  for  this  object  three  frigates 
and  two  cutters  were  destined ;  and  Captain  Jones  appointed  to 
command  the  whole.     One  of  the  frigates  lay  at  Brest,  which 

'*'  Dif^omatic  Correspondence,  I.  407. 
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he  was  to  command  in  perscm,  and  join  the  other  two,  and  the 
cutter  at  St.  Malo.  Two  days  befi>re  Captain  Jones  returned 
to  Brest,  Count  D'Orvilliers  having  returned  from  his  first 
cruise  and  the  battle  of  Ushant,  had  given  the  couunand  of  the 
frigate  in  question  to  a  French'  officer.  The  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  finding  many  difficulties  he  had  not  foreseen,  from 
the  cabals  of  French  officers  for  commands,  sent  orders  for 
the  frigates  and  cutters  to  proceed  firom  St.  Malo,  under  the 
command  of  the  senior  captain,  against  the  Baltic  fleet.  That 
force  sailed  round  the  east  of  England^  north  of  Scotland,  and 
west  of  Ireland,  without  having  succeeded.'- 

So  confident  was  he  that  he  would  be  employed  in  this  expe- 
dition, that  he  made  inquiries  for  a  chaplain*  The  qualifica- 
tions he  desired  to  find  in  such  an  officer,  he  thus  menticms  in 
writing  to  a  friend  :  ''  I  should  wish  him  to  be  a  man  of  read- 
ing and  letters,  who  understands,,  speaks,  and  writes  the  French 
and  English  with  elegcmce  and  propriety.  For  political  reasons, 
it  would  be  well  if  he  were  a  clergyman  of  the  Protestant 
profession,  whose  sanctity  of  manners,  and  happy  natural  prin- 
ciples would  diffiise  unanimity  and  cheerfulness  through  the 
ship;  and  if  to  these  essentials  were  added  the  talent  of  writing 
fast,  and  in  fair  characters,  such  a  man  would  necessarily  be 
worthy  the  highest  confidence,  and  might,  therefore,  assure  him- 
self of  a  place  at  my  table,  the  regulations  whereof  should  be 
entirely  under  his  direction."  On  the  6th  August,  he  also  wrote 
to  General  Washington  informing  him  of  his  reasons  for  con- 
tinuing in  service  in  Europe,  and  begging  his  acceptance  of  two 
epaulettesy  which  he  had  expected  to  deliver  himself,  and  which 
Mr.  Williams  had  undertaken  to  forward.* 

On  the  10th  August,  Jones  left  Passy  for  Brest,  in  the  anti- 
cipation of  receiving  this  command,  and  was  disappointed  in  the 


*  I  find  these  letters,  in  the  life  pnbltslied  by  Mnrray  in  1825. 
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manner  he  has  mentioned.  It  may  readily  be  soppofled,  that 
he  was  not  in  the  best  possible  humour  to  brook  what  he  oon^ 
eeWed  to  be  a  downright  indigmty  offered  to  himself.  Yet  sooh 
he  had  to  enconnter.  It  will  be  reeoUected  that  on  the  IMi 
Jmie,  he  had  offered  to  give  up  the  parole  of  Limtenant  Simp- 
son, and  on  the  4th  July,  had  consented  to  let  him  take  oqoh 
mand  of  the  ship.  The  lieutenant  was  not  backward  in  ac- 
eef^xig  these  concessions,  and  it  appears  he  went  mnchfiuther. 
Jones  sa^,  *'  he  took  command  of  the  Ranger,  without  accepting 
the  captain's  proposalr  or  having  his  pacole  gwen  up.  On  the 
con^iury,  it  seemed  afterwards  he  rather  gave  out  that  Captain 
Jones  had  been  caHed  to  account  by  the  commissioners,  and 
tamed  out  to  make  way  fer  him  !"  He  wrote  to  the  commission* 
ers  on  this  subject,  in  these  terms. 

''  Breit,  AuguH  15A,  1778. 
"  Gentlemen, 

^'I  have  been  five  days  in  this  place  since  my  return  from 
Passy,  during  which  time  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  from 
Lieutenant  Simpson ;  but  Mr.  Hill,  who  was  last  winter  at  Passy, 
and  who  sailed  with  me  from  Nantes,  informs  me  truly,  that  it 
is  generally  reported  in  the  Ranger,  and  of  course  throughout 
the  French  fleet,  and  on  shore,  that  I  am  turned  out  of  the  ser- 
vice ;  that  you,  gentlemen,  have  given  Mr.  Simpson  my  place, 
with  a  captain's  commission,  and  that  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
16th  July  was  involuntary  on  my  part,  and  in  obedience  only  to 
your  orders. 

^*  That  these  reports  prevail,  is  not  an  idle  conjecture,  but  a 
melancholy  fact.  Therefore  I  beseech  you  ;  I  demand  of  you 
to  afford  me  redress — redress  by  a  court  martial ;  to  form  which 
we  have  now,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Hinman,  Captain 
Read,  as  also  them  at  Nantes,  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  in 
France,  exclusive  of  myself.  The  Providence  and  Britain  are 
expected  here  very  soon  from  Nantes,  and  I  am  certain  that 
they  neither  can  nor  will  again  depart,  before  my  friend  Cap- 
tain Hinman  can  come  down  here;  and  it  is  his  unquestioned 
right  to  succeed  me  in  the  Ranger. 
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^*  I  hare  faitlrfully  and  personally  suf^orted  and  fouglil;  thn 
dignified  cause  of  human  nature^  ever  since  the  American  ban- 
ners frst  waved  on  the  Delaware  wad  on  the  ocean.  This  I 
did  when  that  man  did  not  call  himself  a  repuUiean,  but  left 
the  continent,  and  served  its  enemies ;  and  this  I  did  when  thia 
man  ap|»eared  backward,  and  did  not  suppcnrt  me  as  he  ought. 

'^  I  conclude  by  requesting  you  to  call  before  you,  and  examine 
for  your  own  satasfiMtion«  Mr.  Edward  Meyers,  who  is  now 
at  the  house  of  the  Swedish  Ambassador^  and  who,  hamg  been 
with  me  as  a  volunteer,  can  and  will,  I  am  persuaded,  represent 
to  you  the  conduct  of  the  <^cers  and  men  towards  me,  bodi 
before  I  left  B^est,  and  afterwards  in  the  Irish  channel,  as  well 
as  my  conduct  towards  them. — ^I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e.  ^&o 

''Their  Ezceltoiidev  the  American  PIeiiipol«iitiarM8p''  ' 

On  the  18th  August,  he  wrote  to  Captain  Abraham  Whipple, 
then  at  Brest,  requesting  that  a  court  martial  might  be  sum- 
moned for  the  trial  of  Simpson ;  and  the  commissioners  gave 
directions  to  the  same  effect,  provided  there  was  a  sufficient 
number  of  officers  to  constitute  one.  At  the  same  time  they 
directed  that  no  change  should  take  place  in  the  command  of 
the  Ranger,  until  the  trial  should  be  over,  nor  then,  should  the 
lieutenant  be  acquitted.  Captain  Whipple  in  a  letter  to  Jones, 
explained  the  impossibility  of  calling  a  court,  as  Captain  Hin- 
man,  who  expected  a  court  of  inquiry  into  his  own  cdnduct,  on 
his  return  to  America,  declined  sitting.  He  also  added  that  in 
his  opinion  Jones  had  given  up  the  parole  of  Simpson,  in  the 
most  ample  manner,  without  asking  for  concessions,  and  that 
the  commissioners  understood  it  in  the  same  light.*  The  un- 
impassioned  reader  will  probably  coincide  in  opinion  with  Cap- 
tain Whipple.  But  under  the  pressure  of  so  many  disappoint- 
ments, and  finding  himself  without  any  ship  at  all,  the  reports 
which  fell  upon  the  ear  of  Jones  as  to  the  lieutenant's  misstate- 
ments of  what  had  been  magnanimity  on  his  part,  would  have 

«  Diplomatic  Corretpondettce,  1. 400. 
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to  aogef  one  of  m  far  leoi  lias^  toni[ler«  The^Mwsglljr 
iiufalting  triumph  of  Simpson  was  noidber  qniel^  to  be  eadmred^ 
nor  soon  forgotten. 

It  did  not  eater  into  Jones'  seoaeof  whatwaoduetohbtaak 
and  self  respect,  to  seek  satttfaoben  to  the  i^inry  of  .the  senrice» 
from  one  whom  he  oonceiyed  he  had  laid  under  immerited  eUi^ 
Rations.  Lieutenant  Simpson  sailed  in  the  Ranger  for  America. 
On  the  aOth  Aqgttst,  tlw  Captain's  firiend  Mr.  WiUiann,  writhig 
tohimfipom  Nantes  in  rektion  to  the  pending  sale  of  the  Drake, 
saad:  '*  I  am  sorry  jour  afiair  with  Lieutenant  Sisspson  wa* 
not  settled  with  motaal  satisfaction.  K  he  was  not  gone,  I 
shouU  answer  his  eWge  of  fc1sehood«with  the  foHowing  para^ 
gmfb  9I  his  owflt  letter  to  me,  of  the  1st  Jbigust,  to  mine#  wUrii 
you  say  he  calls  fUse,  vis :  '  I  recollect  my  teUing  you  when  at 
Brest,  that  if  Captain  Jones  had  condescended  to  have  iMde 
any  inquiry,  or  permitted  me  to  speak  to  him  on  the  matter  of 
ray  oov^eibenl,  I  was  ready  to  give  him  any  satisAu^on  con* 
sonaut  to  truth.'  It  is  strange  he  should  recollect  this  when  he 
wrote  me  the  letter,  and  forget  it  again  whra  he  told  Mr*  Hill 
it  was  &lse.  Lieutenant  Simpson's  letter  to  me  is  hi  very  re- 
spectful terras,  and  I  wrote  him  a  letter  of  thanks  in  retum« 
He  desired  me  in  it  to  present  his  respectn  to  you,  and  to'tell 
you  that  ^  your  recommendation  to  the  commissioners,  which  I 
mentioned)  would,  with  any  serrices  you  had  done  him,  be  ever 
remembered  with  gratitude.  This  gare  me  great  pleasure, 
d&c' "  The  Providence,  Boston,  and  Banger,  arrived  safe  in 
America,  having  taking  two  cor  thifee  merchnnt  vessels.  Lieu- 
tmmat  Simpson  was  not  afterwards  employed  in  the  continental 
service.  In  February  following,  the  ccnnmissioners  addressed 
a  letter  to  Jones,  stating,  that  as  his  separation  from  the  Banger, 
and  the  a|qx>intment  oi  Lieutenant  Simpson  to  the  command 
of  her  Would  be  liable  to  misinterpretations,  they  certified  that 
his  leaving  her  was  by  their  consent,  at  the  express  request  of 
M.  do  Sartine,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  occasion  to 
employ  Jones  in  some  public  service;  that  Simpson  was 
appointed  to  the  command  by  the  consent  of  Jones,  who  had 
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r^eaied  Um  from  the  arrost  he  had  piaeed  him  and^ ;  dMt 
Jotkes^  remk  in  the  nsry  was  not  prejudiced  by  his  leaving  Ae 
Ranger ;  and  that  his  commission  remained  in  Ml  force.  It 
seemed  proper^having  given  the  letters  of  Jones  on  this  subject, 
to  ky  the  whole  staitement  before  the  reader,  who,  we  foar  will 
have  found  it  rather  tedious. 

We  should  not  hare  omitted  to  mention,  that  as  it  was  one 
of  the  first,  so  it  was  one  of  the  constant  subjects  of  application 
to  die  ootnmissioners  by  Jones,  to  procure  from  them  a  strong 
recommendation  to  Congress  on  behalf  of  the  nfen  who  served 
under  him  in  the  Ranger,  and  of  Aose  in  particular  who  landed 
with  hitt  at  Whitehaven.  On  the  day  be  left  Ftessy,  they 
addressed  a  letter  to  him,  informidg  him  that  they  had  ^complied 
wi&his  request. 

While  waiting  for  the  minister  to  fulfil  his  promises^  Jones 
asked  for  and  obtained,  but  too  kte,  orders  to  Count  D'Orvilliers 
to  receive  him  on  board  of  the  Bretagne.  The  fleet  had  left 
the  harbour  of  Brest,  virile  he  was  at  L'Orieni  on  a  fruitless 
errand.  In  his  letter  to  Franklin,  dafted  August  24th,  in  which 
he  urges  this  request,  he  says  :  '^I  itish  not  to  bethought  too 
impatient,  but  you  know,  my  dear  sir,  that  this  is  the  nice 
moment,  when  I  ought  either  to  be '  in  search  of  marine 
knowledge  with  Count  D'OrviUiers,  or  in  search  of  honour,  in 
attempting  sonie  private  enterprise.  Before  I  was  at  liberty  to 
go,  the  good  old  Count  {pressed  me  much  to  accompany  him ; 
but  since  Dootor  Bancroft  has  informed  me,  that  it  would  Ve 
agreeable  to  the  minister  that  I  sbooU  go,  I  have  been  pre^ 
eluded  from  following  the  fleet,  as  the  present  commandant  has 
no  orders  for  that  purpose."  With  this  letter  he  forwarded 
one,  open,  to  the  prince  of  Nassau,  requesting  Franklin  to  with- 
hold it,  if  he  found  any  thing  improper  in  its  contents.  We  learn 
from  FrankHn's  reply,  that  it  was  deUvered ;  but  it  was  not 
answered,  as  the  prince  had  Gimnged  his  mind.  It  was  as 
follows: 
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"  His  Highness  the  Prince  De  Nassau. 

"  My  Prince— 'The  honour  which  you  propose  to  do  me,  by 
accompanynig  roe  on  the  ocean,  fills  my  heart  with  the  warmest 
sentiments  of  gratitude.  ^ 

'^  When  your  intentions  were  communicated  to  me,  I  had 
under  my  command  a  ship  bound  in  company  with  two  fine 
fVigates  for  America,  where  there  are  now  two  new  ships  of 
e^hty  guns  eadi,  and  eight  frigates  of  forty  guns  clach,  nearly 
ready  fo>  sea. 

'  **  On  my  arriral  there,  firom  the  fin'mer  confidence  of  Congress, 
I  had  assurance  of  an  immediate  removal  into  one  of  their  best 
sAiips,  and  to  hare  been  appointed^  conmiand  the  first  squads 
ron  which  they  thought  fit  to  destine  for  any  private  expedition. 
Before  I  came  to  Europe,  Congress  honoured  me  with  several 
such  appointments,  and  I  had  assurance,  that  when  admirals 
were  appointed,  my  name  would  be  remembered. 

**  These^  my  Prince,  were  flattering  prospects  to  a  tnan  who 
drew  his  sword  only  from  principles  of  philanthropy,  and  in 
sojpport  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature ;  and  these  are  the 
prospects  I  have  voluntarily  laid  aside,  that  I  may  pursue  glory 
in  your  company. 

**  Sufifer  me  not,  therefore,  I  beseech  you,  to  continue  longer 
in  this  shameful  inactivity ;  such  dishonour  is  worse  to  me  than 
a  thousand  deaths.  I  have  already  lost  the  golden  season,  the 
summer,  wMch^  in  war,  is  of  more  value  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
year.  I  appear  here  as  a  person  cast  off  and  useless ;  and 
when  any  one  asks  me  yfhBt  I  purpose  to  do,  I  am  unable  to 
answer. 

*^  Had  this  been  my  first  or  second  disappointment,  I  should 
have  said  nothing  eondeming  it.  After  various  other  objects 
had  misgiven  befbre  I  leftFassy,  which  M.  de  Sartin^  had 
thought  of,  to  keep  me  employed,  until  the  scheme  wherein  you 
were  concerned  could  take  place,  I  was  ordered  down  here  at 
so  short  a  notice,  that  I  had  not  time,  befi:>rd  my  departure,  to 
take  leave  of  you  ;  yet,  on  my  arrival  here,  I  found  that  what 
had  been  proposed  for  me,  was  bestowed  on  others.     I  then 
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offered  to  follow  Count  D^OrtUliers  as  a  virfuDteeri  afreeqjbly 
to  hia  kind  inntatiop ;  but  M.  de  la  Pr^yaldye  will  not  permit 
thifli  it  not  being  mentioned  in  bi«  cvders. 

^<  I  have,  my  Prince,  been  unaccustomed  to  ask  any  favours, 
even  from  Congress,  for  I  am  not  in  pursint  of  interest ;  yet, 
let  me  beseech  you  to  represent  my  situation  to  the  best  of 
kings,  that  I  may,  with  you,  be  forthwith'  enabled  lo  pursoe 
glory,  and  bumble  the  common  enemy  of  humanity* 

'^  If  the  ship  thai  was  at  first  proposed,  cannot  with  certainty 
be  got  ready  for  sea  next  month,  you,  my  Prince,  can  obtain 
another,  with  the  Epervier  and  the  Alert,  tenders.  There  is  a 
fine  frigate  at  L'Orient,  built  on  the  same  constmotimi  witb 
the  ship  at  first  proposed,  and  mounted  with  eighteen-pottnders. 
Tlw  sh^  has  been  at  India,  is  known  to  sail  fiiuit>  and  mayi 
perhiipH,  be  obtained*  till  it  is  sem  whether  the  othw  can  be 
got  out. 

*^  If  this  ship  is  refused,  there  are  many  oth^  fine  frigates 
newly  bnilt  at  St.  Males,  and  odier  places,  to  whidi  I  hear  cf 
no  commanders  being  appointed.  I  hare  the  greatest  depen- 
dance'on  the  gen^ous  intentions  of  thai  great  minister,  M.  de 
Sartine,  but  I  cannot  every  day  intrude  on  him  with  letters,  andy 
in  the  muhipbeity  and  importance  c^  bis  afiairs,  my  concerns 
may  escape  his  memory. 

^^  I  wish  for  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  own  hand ; 
though  I  canape  write  in  French,  yet  I  undsi-stand  letters  which 
are  written  in  that  language ;  and  I  have  wHh  me  now  a  lieu- 
tenant that  qpeaks  it  welL 

"  My  Prince,  your's,  &c." 

On  the  OSth,  he  wrote  presongly  to  C«inpte  D'OrriUiers  fijur 
directions  to  M.  PrevaUiye  to  permit  his  embai^ation  vfith  th^ 
fleet,  should  a  Tessel  be  smit  in  with  letters.  '<  I  ardently  wisht'' 
he  says,  ^*  to  attend  you  with  my  eyes»  eren  to  the  pinnacle  of 
fame ;  and  to  learn  from  so  great  and  good  a  general*  how  I 
may  hereafter  ascend  the  slippery  precipsces,  bcgFond  which  the 
edifice  is  greeted." 
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M.  PveraUqpef  dM  connnandant»  wliodkl  boC  feel  at  liberQr  to 
idfew  the  eafiteiii  to  go  on  board  of  the  fleet,  also  refused  to 
fiimlik  any  guard  for  the  priaoners,  after  the  armed  vessels  of 
France  bad  left  tke  pcH't.  After  moch  trouhlet  an  excbange  had 
booB  agreed  upon,  and  acartd  fwoYided  tor ;  and  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  prisoners  from 
defeating  the  object  of  the  protracted  negotiation,  by  departing 
of  their  own  accord*  Jones  wrote  in  terms  of  authority  to  Mr. 
T.  Lee,  the  deputy  agent,  and  of  earnest  request  to  the  Inten- 
4ant  of  the  port  and  the  commiisianers,  to  prevent  this  catas- 
uofrfie.  For  his  perseverance  in  procuring  a  guard,  he  recdved 
the  hearty  commendation  of  Franklin ;  who,  in  his  letter  of  the 
6th  February,  said,  '*  your  letter  vras  sent  to  the  Prince  de 
NasBiEUi*  '  I  am  confident  something  will  be  done  for  you, 
though  I  do  not  yet  know  what.  I  sympathize  with  you  in 
what  I  know  you  must  suffer,  from  your  present  inactivity  ;,  but 
have  patienoe."  But  nothmg  was  done;  and  patience  was 
not  perhaps  the  most  prominent  virtue  in  Jones'  character. 

On  the  31st  he  wrote  Uf  Franklin,  desiring  as  the  American 
frigates  had  sailed  on  the  22d,  that  his  letter  of  the  15th  de- 
nsanding  a  court  martial  for  Simpeon,  might  be  suppressed,  if 
it  had  not  been  presented  to  the  commissioners*  He  adds : 
^^  It  is  here  reported  that  the  Jamaica  fleet  of  70  sail,  under 
convoy  of  the  Portland  and  four  frigates,  passed  in  sight  of  the 
Brest  fleet,  and  got  clear,  because  Compte  D'Orvilliers  would 
not  break  his  line  to  give  chase.  I  wish  to  disbelieve  this 
account ;  because  I  had  written  to  him  that  such  a  fleet  was 
expected."  *^  I  endeavour  to  console  myself  with  the  reflection, 
that  my  own  situation  cannot  well  be  altered  for  the  worse.  I 
must  acknowledge^  however,  that  I  have  need  of  some  of  your 
philosophy." 

-  Among  the  great  vexi^ions  to  which  he  was  subjected  at  this 
time,  were  others  of  a  petty  nature,  well  calculated  to  provoke 
him  in  the  isolated  and  expectant  situation  in  which  he  seemed 
to  find  himself.  Fifty  ccisks  of  the  prize  porter,  which  he  had 
orders  from  the  eomnusaioners  to  receive,  were  refused  him  by 
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a  sub-agent,  nnlem  he  would  pay  ready  oMiiey  Ibv  tbevi;  end 
he  was  invited  to  accompany  the  same  agent  to  see  the  phti 
weighed  oyer  again.  On  the  18th  September  he  deteraHned 
to  write  to  the  minister,  what  he  calls  in  his  epistle  to  Frank- 
lin, an  expUcii  leUer.  It  is  a  sununary  of  his  past  disa|>- 
pointments. 

*'  Honoured  Sir, 

*^  When  his  excellency  Doctor  Franklin  mformed  me  that  you 
had  condescended  to  tlunk  me  worthy  of  your  notice,  I  took 
such  pleasure  in  reflecting  on  the  hitippy  alliance  between  France 
and  America,  that  I  was  really  flattered,  and  entertained  the 
most  grateful  sense  of  the  honour  which  you  proposed  Sot  me» 
as  weH  as  the  favour  which  the  king  proposed  fiur  Ameriea,  by 
putting  so  fine  a  -ship  of  war  as  the  Indien  under  my  command, 
and  under  its  flag,  with  unlimited  orders. 

^*  In  dbedience  to  your  desire,  I  came  to  Versailles,  and  was 
taught  to  believe  that  my  intended  ship  was  in  deep  wat^,  and 
ready  for  the  sea ;  but  when  the  IVince  (de  Nassau)  retomed,  I 
received  from  him  a  different  account ;  I  was  tcdd  that  the  In- 
dien could  not  be  got  afloat  within  a  shorter  period  than  three 
months,  at  the  approaching  equinox. 

*'  To  employ  this  interval  usefully^  I  first  offered  to  go  from 
Brest  with  Count  D'Orvilliers,  as  a  volunteer,  which  you  dMiught 
fit  to  reject.  I  had  then  the>satisfaction  to  find  that  you  appro- 
ved in  general  of  a  variety  of  hints  for  private  enterprises,  whieh 
I  had  <hrawn  up  for  your  consideration,  and  I  was  flatt^?ed  with 
assurances  from  Messieurs  de  Chaumont  and  Bandonin,  that 
three  of  the  finest  frigates  in  France,  with  two  tenders,  and  a 
number  of  troops,  would  be  immediately  pat  under  my  com- 
mand ;  and  that  I  should  have  unlimited  orders,  and  be  at 
free  liberty  to  pursue  such  of  my  own  projects  as  I  thonght 
proper.  But  this  plan  fell  to  nothing,  in  the  moment  when.  I 
was  taught  to  think  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  King's 
signature. 

*^  Another  much  inferior  armament  from  L'Orimit  was  pro- 
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poeedl  to  be  pot  mider  raj  cMnmand,  which  was  by  no  means 
eqaal  to  the  senricesthat  were  expected  from  k ;  (or  speed  and 
force,  though  bodi  reqniske,  were  bodi  wanting*  Happily  for 
me  this  also  laUed,  and  I  was  thereby  saved  from  a  dreadful 
prospei^  of  nrin  and  dishonour. 

**I  had  so  entire  a  rdiance  that  you  would  desire  nothing  oi 
me  inconsistent  with  my  honour  and  radki  that  the  moment  you 
required  me  to  come  down  here^  in  order  to  proceed  round  to 
St.  Halo,  though  I  had  received  no  written  orders,  and  neither 
knew  yom*  intention  respecting  my  destination  or  command,  I 
obeyed  with  such  haste,  that  although  my  curiosity  led  me  to 
look  at  the  armament  at  L'Orient,  yet  I  was  but  three  days 
from  Passy  till  I  reached  Brest.  Here  too  I  drew  a  blank ; 
but  when  I  saw  the  Lively,  it  was  no  disappointment,  as  that 
ship,  both  in  sailing  and  equipment,  is  far  inferior  to  the  Ranger. 

*'  My  only  disappointment  here  was  my  being  prechiiied  from 
embarking  in  pursuit  of  marine  knowledge  with  Count  D'Or- 
vilUers,  who  did  not  sail  till  seven  days  after  my  return.  He  i^ 
my  friend,  and  expressed  his  wishes  for  my  company ;  I  accom- 
panied him  out  of  the  road  when  the  fleet  iailed ;  and  be  always 
lamented  that  neither  himself  nor  any  person  in  authority  in 
Krest,  had  received  from  you  any  order  that  mentioned  my  name* 
I  am  astonished,  therefore,  to  be  informed  that  you  attribute 
my  n^  being  in  the  fleet  to  my  stay  at  L'Orient.* 

I  am  not  a  m«re  adventurer  of  fortune.  Stimulated  by 
principles  of  reason  and  philanthropy,  I  laid  aside  my  enjoy- 
ments in  private  life,  and  embarked  under  the  flag  of  America 
when  it  was  first  displayed.  In  that  line  my  desire  of  fame  is 
infinite,  and  I  must  not  now  so  far  forget  my  own  honour,  and 
what  I  owe  to  my  friends  and  America,  as  to  remain  inactive. 

**  My  rank  knows  no  superior  in  the  American  marine :  I 
have  long  since  been  iqipointed  to  command  an  expedition  with 
five  of  its  ships,  and  I  can  receive  orders  from  no  junior  or 
inferior  ofiicer  whatever. 

*  FraaUiii  bik4 10  inforaMd  JoMt  in  a  letttr  of  the  eUk 
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^*  I  have  been  here  in  the  most  tonnentiiig  suspenM  for  more 
than  a  month  since  my  return  ;  and  agreeable  to  your  desn^ 
as  mientioned  to  me  by  Monsieur  Chaumont,  a  lieutenant  has 
been  appointed,  and  is  with  me,  who  speaks  the  French  as  well 
as  the  Engtish.  Circular  letters  hare  6een  written,  and  sent 
the  8th  of  last  month  from  the  English  Admiralty,  because  they 
expected  me  to  pay  another  visit  with  four  riiips.  Therefore, 
I  trust  that,  if  the  Indien  is  not  to  be  got  out,  you  will  not,  at 
the  approaching  season,  substitute  a  force  that  is  not  at  least 
equal  both  in  strength  and  sailing  to  any  of  the  enemy's  cruising 
ships. 

^<  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  harmony  of  the  French 
marine ;  but  if  I  am  still  thought  worthy  of  your  attention,  I 
shall  hope  foir  a  separate  command,  with  liberal  orders.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  you  should  now  have  no  further  occasion  for  my 
services,  the  only  favour  I  can  ask  is,  that  you  will  bestow  on 
.me  the  Alert,  with  a  few  seamen,  and  permit  me  to  return,  and 
carry  with  me  your  good  opinion  in  that  small  vessel,  before  the 
winter,  to  America. 

^*  I  am  happy  to  h^r  that  frigates  from  St.  Malo  have  been 
successful  near  Shetland.  Had  Count  D'Estaing  arrived  in  the 
Delaware*  a  few  days  sooner,  he  might  have  made  a  most 
glorious  and  easy  conquest.  Many  other  successful  projects 
may  be  adopted  from  the  hints  I  had  the  honour  to  draw  up ; 
and  if  I  can  still  furnish  more,  or  execute  any  of  those  already 
furnished,  so  as  to  distress  and  humble  the  common  enemy,  it 
will  afford  me  the  truest  satisfaction. 

**  I  am  ambitious  to  merit  the  honour  of  your  friendship  and 
favour ;  and  being  fully  persuaded  that  I  now  address  a  noble 
minded  man,  who  will  not  be  offended  with  the  honest  freedom 
which  has  always  marked  tny  correspondence,  I  am,  tc." 

In  enclosing  this  letter  to  Franklin,  he  requests  him  to  sup- 
press it,  if  he  should  find  it  amiss,  and  observes  that  he  should 
have  made  no  mention  of  his  rank,  had  it  not  been  hinted  to 

*  Note  in  the  Marsin,  by  Jones,  **  I  gave  the  plan  for  that  expedition." 
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Imn  that  it  was  jNroposed  to  lend  hhn  from  St.  Malo^  ander  the 
command  of  French  Keutenants.  This  hint  he  sajs  in  a  mar- 
ginal note,  was  a  mistake.  He  adds :  <*  The  frigates  from  St« 
Malo  were  sent  in  oonseqnenoe  of  a  hint,  which  I  furnished. 
Thoogfa  I  am  myself  neglected,  I  hc^  thej  hare  been  Terj 
successAil.  It  is  in  Yiun  for  the  minister  to  pretend  that  he  has 
not  ships  to  bestow.  I  know  the  contrary.  He  has  bestowed 
the  Itemmkmie  and  others  here  since  my  return ;  and  there  are 
yet  several  new  ships  unbestowed  at  St.  Malo  and  elsewhere. 
I  know  too,  that  unless  the  States  of  Holland  oppose  it,  the 
Indien  can  be  got  afloat  with  a  tenth  part  of  the  difficulty  that 
has  been  represented.  If  I  was  wordi  his  notice  at  the  begiiH 
ning,  I  am  not  less  so  now.  After  all,  you  have  desired  me  to 
have  patience,  and  I  promise  you  that  I  will  wait  your  kind 
advice,  and  take  no  step  without  your  approbation.  If  it  were 
consistent  and  convenient  fbr  you  .to  see  M..de  Saline,  I  should 
hope  that  sudi  an  explanation  would  be  the  consequence,  as 
might  remove  every  cause  of  uneasintes.'^  The  letter  to  De 
Sartine  was  submitted,  before  its  delivery,  to  the  Due  de  Rodie* 
foucauk. 

On  the  18th,  he  wrote  to  Franklin,  that  he  had  seen  the  F6x, 
a  sloop  of  war  mounting  24  guns,  whidi  had  been  taken  by  the 
Hancock  and  Adams,  and  that  he  would  accept  of  her,  attended 
by  the  Alert  as  a  tender,  if  nothing  better  should  offer.  On  the 
21st  he  addressed  the  Due  de  Chartres,  expressing  his  warm 
sense  of  the  kindness  shown  to  him  at  court  by  that  nobleman, 
and  repeating  his  successive  disappointments.  He  concluded  by 
saying:  *'If  the  minister *has  no  fardier  occasion  for  my  ser- 
vices, I  hav^  then  only  to  ask  permission  to  have  the  Alert,  and 
to  carry  with  me  to  America  his  good  opinion,  befcnre  the  win- 
ter. As  in  my  present  mysterious  situation  here,  I  am  con- 
sidered an  officer  in  disgrace,  I  am  persuaded  I  need  make  no' 
further  apology  to  a  brave  officer,  and  a  noble  minded  prince, 
for  the  liberty  I  take.'' 

He  received  at  this  period  micouraging  letters  from  his  friend 
Dr.  Bancroft,  at  Paris.    ''  This  very  day''  (September  23d,)  he 


134  FAVI>  JONBS* 

said,  *<  M*  Ghmunont  hiis  gone  to  YersaiHefl,  to  preiss  M.  cki 
Sttrtine  to  ghre  you  the  Fox  frigate.  If  thift  shMld  be  denied, 
we  are  all  determined'  to  let  the  gteat  bua  know  in  strong  terma 
oar  bpinidns  of  his  fSuthleiss  and  diriiottouni^le  prooeedings/^ 
And  on  the  6th  of  the  following  month,  Mr.  W*  T.  FrankMn, 
grandson  of  the  plenipotentiary,  wrote  to  him  thus :  '*  I  hare 
felt  for  you  most  sincerely*  M.  S's.eOnduct  towards  you  has 
been  as  remarkable,  as  it  has  been  mijust,  and  has  altered  in  a 
great  degree  the  good  opinion  many  have  had  oi  him*  I  have 
bedn  asked  in  several  iximpanies,  ^  Ou  ettle  brave  Captiaine 
Jbnes  9  ^uefai^T  and  have  fi^k  myseU^  as  your  compatriot, 
in  a  manner  itt  treated,  when  I  can  only  answer,  that  you  are 
sCiH  at  Brest.  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  asked  M.  Chau- 
modt,  wfaetlier  he  thought  any  tkiog  would  be  done  for  you  ? 
He  answered',  that,  to  his  certain  knowledge^  M*  S«  was 
aidnaned  of  the  condoct  he  had  held  towards  you,  and  that  he 
was  now  occupied  to  make  up  for  it*''  He  added  in  a  postscript, 
what  he  had  learned  froAi  M.  Ghaamont,  that  the  minister  had 
sworn  by  the  Styx,  on  the  day  previous,  '  that  he  would  give 
Captain  Jones  a  frigate,  were  he  even  to  buy  it ;'  and  enclosed 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bancrolfl  to  the  same  effect.  The 
latter  assured  Mr.  Frankfin,  that  the  minister  had  all  along 
had  good  intentions ;  but  had  been  prevented  from  carrying 
them  into  execution,  by  the  jealousies  and  intrigues  of  the 
French  naval  officers.  As  these  were  naturally  to  be  expected, 
and  many  of  those  gentleman  were  actually  without  commands 
or  employment  at  the  time,  many  allowances  must  be  made  for 
M.  de  Sartine ;  who  must  have  felt  perplexed,  if  not  humiliated, 
by  the  breach  of  so  many  engagements.  On  the  9th  October, 
Jones  wrote  thus  in  terms  of  irtrong  expostulatioa,  to  the  Due 
de  Rouchefoucault. 

"  My  Lord  Duke, 

'*  The  21st  ult.  I  wrote  a  particular  account  of  my  situation 
here,  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duede  Chartres ;  bat  that  brave 
prince  has,  I  underststnd,  met  with  unmerited  trouble,  and 
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«f  eoorse  has  not  Mfim  to  nmovm  mfmrnprntB.  The  miiiit- 
ter's  behayiour  towaHb  me  Imis  beea  «iid  it  reaDy  astonidiiii^. 
At  his  r^qaest  (for  i  soogfat  «ol  tlie  o^mMximi)  I  gai^  upabso- 
lute  oertaiiities,  and  far  more  flattering  prospecla  tiuui  any  ^ 
thoae  wfeMh  he  proposed*  What  inducement  coidd  I  hav«  for 
this  bat  gratitude  to  France  Tot  haraig  irtft  recognised  o«r 
independence  ?  And  baring  given  mjr  word  to  stay  for  some 
time  in  Europe,  I  have  been  and  am  unwilling  to  take  it  back, 
especially  after  bating  communicated  the  cJromastances  to 
Congress.  The  minister,  to  my  inflnito  mortilkalion,  after 
possessingfaimself  of  my  seA^iiet  and  Meot,  bas  treated  me  tike 
a  child  five  times  successively,  by  leading  me  on  tkom  gfead  to 
little,  and  from  litlle  to  less.  *  Does  such  condact  do  honour 
either  to  his  head  or  to  his  heart  P  He  has  not  to  this  moment 
oflTered  me  the  least  apology  fer  any  of  these  five  deceptions ; 
nor  has  he,  I  believe,  assigned  any  good  Mason  to  that  venerable 
and  great  character,  his  Excellency  Doctor  Fraiddin,  whom  he 
has  made  the  instrument  to  entrap  me  in  this  cruel  state  oi 
inaction  and  suspense. 

^  The  minister  has  lately  written  a  letter  to  Count  DM>r- 
viffiers,  proposing  to  send  me  home  in  *  une  bonne  voitare/ 
This  is  absohitely  adding  insult  to  injury,  and  (t  is  the  propo- 
sition of  a  man  whose  veracity  I  have  not  experienced  in  former 
cases* 

**  I  could  in  the  summer,  with  the  Ranger,  joined  with  the 
two  other  American  firigates,  have  given  the  enemy  sufficient 
fi>undation  for  their  fears  in  Britain  as  well  as  Ireland,  and 
could  since  have  been  assisting  Count  D'Estaing,  or  acting 
separately  with  an  American  squadron.  Instead  of  this,'!  am 
cfamned  down  to  shameful  inactivity  here,  after  having  written 
to  Congress  to  reserve  no  command  for  me  in  America. 

^^  Convinced  as  I  am,  that  your  noUe  and  generous  breast 
will  feel  for  my  unmerited  treatment,  I  must  beseech  you  to 
interest  yourself  with  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  that  the  king  may 
be  made  acquainted  with  my  situation.  I  have  been  taught  to 
believe  that  I  have  been  detained  in  France  with  his  Majesty's 
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knowledge  and  appcobatkNi,  and  I.am  flOi^  beu.toagffoda 
prince  to  detain  me  for  mj  hurt  or  diabdaour. 

'<  M*  de  Sartiae  ma;  think  as  he  {deaseB,  but  Congress  wiU 
not  thank  him  for  haying  thug  treated  an  officer  who  hasalwayi 
been  honoured  with  their  favour  and  friendship.  I  eaiiertained 
fiome  hdpes  of  his  honourable  intentions  till  he  gaye  the  com*- 
mand  ot  the  Fox  to  a  lieutenant,  after  my  friends  had  asked  for 
me  only  that  ship  with  the  Alert  cutter.  He  was  the  asker  ai 
ike  begifmiagj  and  ought  to  be  so  now ;  he  has,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  ships  unb^stowed,  and  he  is  bound  in  honour  t^ 
giw  me  the  Indien,  ashe  pr^^iosedat  the  first,  or  an  equivalent 
command,  imniediat^y.*' 

On  the  18th  he  wrote  to  If .  hi  Raj  de  Chaumont*  as  follows : 
*<  I  accept  your  generous  encomiums  with  pleasure,  as  a  proof 
of  ypar  good  opinion  and  friendship,  which  I  shall  be  always 
ambkious  to.mmt,  both  in  tl^e  Une  of  my  duty  as  an  American 
officer,  and  as  an  individual  who  esteems  the  affection  of  your 
family,  as  a  very  singular  honour.  I  belieye  your  proposition 
respecting  your  ship  Union  to  be  very  disinterested ;  as  such  it 
daims  my  warmest  thanks.  But  I  am  not  my  own  master ; 
and  as  a  servant  of  the  Imperial  Republic  of  America,  honoured 
with  the  friendship  and  favour  of  Ccmgress,  I  cannot,  from  my 
own  authority  or  inclination,  serve  either  myself  or  even  my 
best  friends,  in  any  private  line  whatever ;  unless  where  the 
honour  and  interest  of  America  i/9  the  pi^eipier  object. 

^<  Although  the  mindster  has  treated  me  like  a  child  five  suc- 
cessive times,  by  leading  me  on  from  great  to  little,  and  from 
little  to  less,  yet  I  had  some  dependance  on  his  honourable 
intentions  until^he  refused  the  small  command  which  you  asked 
for  me  the  23d  ultimo,  and  afterwards  bestowed  the  Fox  on  a 
lieutenant  who,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  does  not  thank  him 
for  the  favour,  and  thinks  that  ship  far  short  of  his  right.  I 
say  I  verily  believed  the  minister  at  the  beginmng,  and  after- 
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Dr4»d«  yUA  tiow  httviof  dcpcrtyod  im  «o*  ofkiti,  I  wieh  him  to 
kncmr  tbat  I  doubt  hhn,  tboogli  he  sw^eanr  erftn  *  iy  O^  StfxJ  I 
lM|y€  writtmi  to  bini  several  respectful  letters  of  sdne  eons^ 
queHoe,  none  of  which  he  htus  eondeseeiided  to  answer.  TUs 
IB  a  piece  of  incirili^  and  disrespect  to  me  as  a  stranger,  which 
he  has  not  shown  even  to  subalterns  in  the  French  marine^  in 
whose  bands  I  have  seen  bis  answers  to  letters  of  little  impor- 
tance. The  secrecjr  which  I  was  required  to  observe  respecting 
what  seemed  bis  first  intention  in  my  favottr,<has  been  inviolable ; 
and  I  have  been  so  dehcate  wilAr  respect  to  my  situation,  that  I 
have  been,  and  am  considered  every  where  as  an  officer  dis- 
graced and  cast  off  for  private  reasons.  I  have  of  course  been 
in  actual  disgrace  here  ever  since  my  return,  which  is  morie 
than  two  months.  I  have  already  lost  n^t  five  months  of  my 
time,  the  best  season  of  the  year,'  and  such  opportunities  of 
serving  my  country,  and  acquiring  lumcmr^  as  J  catmoi  again 
exfed  this  tear,  while  I  have  been  thus  shamefully  entrapped  in 
inaction.  My  duty  and  sensibility  cannot  brook  this  unworthy 
jrituation.  If  the  minister's  intentions  have  been  honourable 
from  the  b^^ning,  he  will  nmke  a  direct  written  apology  to 
me,  suitable  to  the  injury  which  I  have  sustained,  otherwise,  in  ^ 
vindication  of  my  sacred  honour,  painfid  as  it  will  be,  I  hmst 
pubKsh  in  the  Gazettes  of  Europe  the  conduct  he  has  held 
towards  me. 

**  1  offered  some  time  ago  to  accept  of  the  Fox  with  the 
Alert ;  because  both  the  bMtoms  are  sheathed  with  copper,  and 
because  I  wished  to  put  the  minister  to  no  inconvenience,  and 
had  a  project  in  view,  which  I  thought  I  could  execute  WHk 
that  small  force.  He  has  denied  the  application  ;  therefore^  I 
will  make  no  other  request. 

**  As  he  invited  me  to  stay  in^  Europe,  by  the  laws  of  hospi- 
tality it  is  his  duty  to  ofibr.  And  if  he  does  not  j^ive  me  the 
eommand  he  at  first  propose,  (the  Indien)  he  cannot  in  honomr 
now  ofifer  me  less  than  an  equivalent  Ibrce.  I  will  accept  "of 
nothing  that  sails  slow,  or  is  of  tricing  force,  i  shall  expect  a 
y^  or  ho  to  fhisr  tmmediat^y ;  antf  it  wiH  affonl  me  the  truest 
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■atigfecdcw  tf  mgr  hMour  in  flMde  w^kt  and  the  niwlpdhr- 
staiidiBg  i8  JiappUy  reuHMr^d* .  ThePrinee  de  Nawiau  bMboeii 
uneiyHy  in  mt  aiuwcMitig  my  lett^ro*  The  f  eaerous  pan  jfM 
have  taken  in  my  affiurst  daims  my  most  grateful  thanks." 

On  the  12th,  M.  de  Sartiue  replied  to  the  request  of  the 
commissioners,  that  a  ship  might  be  furnished  to  transport 
Captain  Jones  to  iumericay  that  th^  king  was  willing  to  grant 
such  facility  ;  but  that  it  would  be  previously  necessary  for  him 
to  know  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  procure  an  American 
crew  ;  as  the  number  and  wants  of  the  French  ships  would  not 
aQpw  any  of  their  sailors  to  be  detached*  It  would  seem  from 
,^us  that  the  nMuister  f<^t  at  the  moment  tired  of  even  makitig 
promises* 

At  length  Jones  determfaied,  as  a  lai^  resort,  to  address  the 
king  in  person.     The  following  were  the  terms  in  which  he 

WTOtiB* 

"  Brest,  October  19rt,  1778. 
.  '<  Sire — ^Afier  my  return  to  Brest  in  the  Ajperican  ship  of 
war  the  Ranger,  from  the  Irish  Channel,  his  excellency  Dr. 
Franklin  informed  me  by  letter,  dated  June  the  1st,  that  M.  de 
Sftrtine,  having  a  high  opinion  of  my  conduct  and  bravery,  had 
determined*,  with  your  Majesty's  consent  and  approbation,  to 
give  me  the  command  of  the  ship  of  war  the  Indien,  which  was 
built  at  Amsterdam  for  America,  but  afterwards,  for  political 
reasons,  ma<te  the  property  of  Frapce. 

,  ''  I  was  to  act  with  unlimited  orders,  uoder  the  commission 
and  flag  of  America  ;  and  the  Prince  de  Nassau  proposed  to 
accompany  me  on  the  ocean. 

"  I  was  deeply  penetrated  with  the  sense  of  the  honour  done 
me  by  this  generous  proposition,  as  well  as  of  the  fa?Qur  your 
Majesty  intended  therejby  to  confer  on  America.  And  I  accepted 
the  offer  with  the  gri^iUer  pleasure,  as  the  Congress  had  sent 
iifke  to  Eurppe  pi  the  Ranger,  to  ,coipmand  the  Indien  bcibre 
the  ojwnearship  of  that  yess^  was  changed*. 

"  The  minister  desired  to  see  jne  at  Versatdles  to  settle  future 
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frians  of  operatkNi;  and  1  attended  liim  for  t&at  purpose.  I  was 
toM  that  the  fiMfien  was  at  the  Texel,  completely  armed  and 
fitted  for  sea ;  but  the  Prince  de  Nassau  was  sent  express  to 
Holkod,  and  returned  with  a  very  different  account.  The  ship 
Wtts  at  Amsterdam,  and  could  not  be  got  afloat  or  armed  before 
the  September  equinox.  The  American  plenipotentiaries  pro- 
posed that  I  should  return  to  America ;  and  as  I  have  repeatedly 
been  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  an  American  squadron 
to  execute  secret  enterprises,  it  was  not  doubted  but  that  Con- 
gress would  again  show  me  a  preference.  M.  de  Sartine,  how- 
ever, thought  proper  to  prevent  my  departure,  by  writing  to  the 
plenipotentiaries,  (without  my  knowledge,)  requesting  that  I 
might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Europe,  and  that  the  Rietnger 
might  be  sent  back  to  America  under  another  commander,  he 
having  special  services  which  he  wished  me  to  execute.  ThiA 
request  they  readily  granted,  and  I  was  flattered  by  the  prospect 
of  being  enabled  to  testify,  by  my  services,  vAy  gratitude  to  youi" 
Majesty,  as  the  first  prince  who  has  so  generously  acknowledged 
our  independence. 

"  There  was  an  interval  of  more  than  three  months  before  the 
Indien  could  be  gotten  afloat.  To  employ  that  period  usefully, 
when  your  Majesty's  fleet  was  ordered  to  sail  from  Brest,  I  pro- 
posed to  the  minister  to  embark  in  it  as  a  volunteer,  in  pursuit  of 
marine  knowledge.  He  objected  to  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
approved  of  a  variety  of  hints  for  private  enterprises,  which  I 
had  drawn  up  for  his  consideration.  Two  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed to  settle  with  me  the  plans  that  were  to  be  adopted,' 
who  gave  me  the  assurance  that  three  of  the  -best  frigates  in 
France,  vrith  two  tenders,  and  a  number  of  troops,  should  be 
finmediately  put  under  my  command,  to  pursue  such  of  my  own 
projects  as  I  thought  proper  ;  but  this  fell  to  nothing,  when  I 
believed  that  your  majesty's  signature  only  was  wanting. 

•*  Another  armament,  composed  of  cutters  and  small  vessels, 
at  L'Orient,  was  proposed  to  be  put  under  my  command,  to 
^larm  the  coabts  df  England  and  check  the  Jersey  privateers  ; 
but,  happily  for  me,  this  also  failed,  and  I  was  saved  from  ruin 
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and  dishonour,  as  I  now  fipd  that  aU  the  vQ«0d#  aailed  ab^r^ 
and  their  united  force  is  yery  insignificant.  The  nunifltinr  dbeii 
thought  fit  that  I  should  return  to  Brest  to  eomaand  the  Iii¥e|f  t 
and  join  some  frigi^s  on  an  expedition  from  St.  Malo  ta:tk# 
NcHTth  Sea.  I  returned  in  haf te  for  that  purpose,  and  found  th^t 
the  Lively  had  been  b^towed  at  Brest  before  the  miniflter  had 
mentioned  that  ship  to  me  atV0r8ailles.  This  was,  however, 
another  fortunate  disappomtment,  as  the  Lively  proves,  both  m 
sailing  and  equipment,  much  inferior  to  the  Ranger  ;•  but,  more 
especially,  if  it  be  true,  as. I  have  since  understood,  that  the 
minister  intended,  to  give  the  chief  command  of  the  expeditioii 
to  a  lieutenant,  which  would  have  occasioned  a  very  disagreeable 
misunderstanding :  for,  as  an  officer  of  the  first  rank  in  the 
American  marine,  who  has  ever  been  honoured  with  the  favour 
and  friendship  of  Congress,  I  can  receive  orders  from  no  infirarior 
officer  whatever.  My  plan  was  the  destruction  of  the  Engltsb 
Baltic  fleet,  of  great  consequence  to  the  enemy's  marine,  and 
then  only  protected  by  a  single  frigate !  I  would  have  held  my- 
self responsible  for  its  success,  had  I  commanded  the  expedition. 

*^  M.  de  Sartine  afterwards  sent  orders  to  Count  D'Orvilliers 
to  receive  me  on  board  the  fleet,  agreeably  to  my  fiH*mer  pro- 
posal ;  but  the  order  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  departure  of 
the  fleet  the  last  time  from  Brest,  nor  was  I  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance  before  the  fleet  returned  here. 

**  Thus  have  I  been  chained  down  to  shamefiil  inactivity  for 
nearly  five  months*  I  have  lost  the  best  season  of  the  year, 
and  such  opportunities  of  serving  my  country  and  acquiring 
honour,  as  I  cannot  again  expect  this  war ;  and,  to  my  infi- 
nite mortification,  having  no  command,  I  am  considered  every 
where  an  officer  cast  ofifand  in  disgrace  for  secret  reasons. 

''  I  have  written  respectful  letters  to  the  minister,  none  of 
which  he  has  condescended  to  answer ;  I  have  written  to  the 
Prince  de  Nassau  with  as  little  efifect ;  and  I  dp  not  understand 
that  any  apolc^  has  been  made  to  the  great  and  venerable  Dr. 
Franklin,  whom  the  niinis^r  has  made  the  inf  trument  of  brings 
ii^  me  into  such  unmerUed  trouble. 
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^  Haiiiig  written  to  Congress  to  rwer^e  no  commttiid  lor  mo 
is  America,  mj  MiisiUlity  is  the  more  atfibctod  by  this  unworthy 
8tt»atiOBrm  the  sight  of  your  majesty's  fleet*  I,  however,  make 
BO  remark  on  the  treatmrat  I  have  received. 

*'  Akboogh  I  wish  not  to  become  my  own  iMineg]rrist,  I  must 
beg  yoor  majesty's  permission  to  obsenre,  that  I  am  not  an 
adv>enturer  in  search  of  fortune,  of  which,  thank  God,  I  have 
a  maflirieney. 

^*  When  the  American  beoiner  was  fire^  displayed,  I  drew  my 
sword  in  support  of  the  violated  dignity  and  rights  of  human 
natmre ;  and  both  honour  and  duty  prompt  me  steadfastly  to 
oontinue  the  righteoui  pursuit,  and  to  sacrifice  to  it,  not  only 
my  private  enjoyments,  but  even  Kfe,  if  necessary.  I  must  ao^ 
knowledge  that  the  generous  praise  which  I  have  received  from 
Congress  and  others  exceeds  die  merit  of  my  past  services ; 
therefore  I  the  more  ardently  wish  for  future  opportunities  of 
teatifying  my  gratitude  by  my  activity. 

^' As  your  majesty,  by  espousing  the  caHse  of  America,  hath 
become  the  protector  of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  you  will  not  ihsregard  my  sitaalion,  nor  suflfer  me 
to  remain  any  longer  in  tUs  insupportable  disgrace* 

**  I  am,  with  perfect  gratitude  and  profound  respect,  Sire, 
your  mi^esty's  very  obliged,  very  obedient,  and  very  humble 
servant, 

"  J.  PaCL  JONBS." 

In  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  Jones  s(rficited  the  Duchess  of 
Ohartres  to  present  the  foregoing  representation  to  his  majesty. 
He  abo  wrote  to  Franklin,  enclosing  it  for  his  inspection,  a  wise 
precaution  wlttch  he  adopted  in  all  cases  of  a  similar  nature^ 
One  of  the  principal  sources  of  his  vexation  was  the  supposition 
which  he  believed  to  be  current,  that  he  had  incurred  the  dts- 
{deasureof  his  venerated  <<  guide,  pUloM)|rfier,  and  friend,"  now 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles.  This 
runKmr  he  often  mentions  as  the  climax  of  his  embarassments. 
There  is  no  reason  to  miiqpoM  that  the  letter  t6  Ao  king  was 
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ever  delivered*  Mr.  Wiffiam  Franklin,  in  the  poeteoript  to  a 
letter  of  the  22d  October,  said  :  '<  I  would  wilKi^Ij  do  every 
thing  you  desire  of  me ;  but  it  ia  my  grandfather's  i^pinioii,*  that 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  send  those  letters ;  and  I  imagine 
they  were  written  before  you  heard  of  the  minister's  final 
determination.  If,  however,  you  still  think  they  ought  to  be 
sent,  you  have  only  to  order  it."  The  letters  referred  to,  were 
those  to  the  king  and  the  Dutchess  of  Chartres  ;  and  this  new 
*^  final  determination"  of  the  minister,  thus  communicated,  was 
of  a  nature  to  render  their  delivery  unnecessary.  In  the  leUer 
of  which  the  postscript  has  been  cited,  Mr.  Franklin  infoirmed 
Jones,  that  his  appeal  to  Mr*  Chaumont  had  had  a  good  effect ; 
and  that  the  laUer  was  charged  to  put  the  minister's  design  in 
immediate  execution.  This  was,  as  we  gather  from  the  sub* 
sequent  correspondence,  to  purchase  the  best  ship  that  could  be 
procured  for  Jones,  and  get  it  ia  immediate  readiness  for  sailing. 

The  name  of  M.  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont  has  been  already 
several  times  mentioned,  and  as  it  will  frequently  occur  again, 
coupled  with  commentaries,  which  misapprehension  and  haste 
prematurely  elicited  fron^  Jones,  it  may  not  be  amiss  here  to 
anticipate  several  remarks,  which  would  otherwise  be  more 
frequently  necessao'y*  It  is  not  expedient,  and  indeed  it  would 
be  impropeTf  i^  a  mere  compilation  of  this  nature,  to  draw  in- 
ferences affecting  the  character  of  persons  who  are  dead.  Pal- 
pably false  impressions,  however,  as  to  prominent  individuals, 
should  not  be  suffered  to  obtain  circulation,  without  being  rec- 
tified. * 

M.  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont  had  held  two  of  die  most  honoura- 
ble employments  under  the  French  moi^rdiy,*  previous  to  the 
declaration  <^  American  independence.  On  relinquishmg  them, 
he  was  authorised  to  retain  the  honorary  titles,  with  a  handsome 
pension  darii^  life.  A  more  important  employment  was  at  the 
same  time  offered  him  by  the  government,  whidi  would  have 
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ctumeeied  him  with  the  party  in  the  kiiig'fii  oouneit,  opposed  to 
rendering  asdistaoee  to  the  Atbericans,  in  thehr  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. He  wtifl  warmly  (and  from  the  nature  of  his  situation, 
must  haye  been  drainterestedly)  attached  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  of  America.  This  he  wisely  *saw  he  could  best  senre  in  a 
privHte  capacity,  as  Prance  was  not  yet  prepared  to  take  an 
open  and  decided  part  in  the  controversy.  His  large  fortune, 
eitennye  credit,  and  his  connexions  and  influence  with  those 
of  the  ministers  who  were  inoKned  to  lend  aid  to  the  colo- 
nies, enabled  him  to  render  peculiar  and  efficient  assistance  to 
the  commissioners,  and  American  agents  in  France.  When  no 
▼isibie  means  of  repajrment  were  presented,  he  furnished  a  targe 
quantity  of  powder  and  military  stores  in  1776,  for  the  use  of 
America,  asking  for  reimbursement  when  the  United  States 
should  be  recognized  as  a  free  empire,  and  not  before.  While 
the  commissioners  were  in  the  equivocal  situation,  in  which  they 
were  permitted  to  correspond  with  the  government  without  being 
officially  recognized,  he  abandoned  to  their  use,  or  rather  cour- 
teously prevailed  upon  them  to  occupy  his  splendidly  furnished 
houses.  In  the  autumn  of  1778,  Mr.  John  Adams  felt  that  the 
acceptance  of  such  civilities  might  give  cause  for  censure  on  his 
government,  if  they  were  gratuitously  accepted ;  and  from  his 
government  if  they  were  paid  for,  even  on  the  most  vulgar  and 
economical  principles  of  calculation.  M.  Le  Ray,  however, 
rejected  the  idea  of  compensation ;  and  his  wealth  at  the  time 
placed  his  motives,  as  well  as  his  wisdom,  l>^ond  suspicion.  He 
was  able  to  afford  it ;  and  did  not  feel  it  as  a  sacrifice.  The 
secret  treaty  did  not  [dace  the  commissioners  in  a  better  attitude 
for  ashing  open  fisivours ;  and  even  after  the  treaties  of  alliance 
had  heen  interchanged,  Franklin  been  subsequently  recognised 
as  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  war  openly  declared  between 
France  and  Englandi  the  particular  enterprises  which  Jones 
most  coveted,  and  which  he  was  most  competent  to  eitecnte, 
were  different  in  their  character  from  those  which  France  con- 
temyjttti^f  H^jwHight  t^.  retaliate  for.  me«^u^ea  of  oppr^ssioe 
and  cruelty,  for  villages  burnt,  and  prisoners  languishing  in  duto* 


geaoBf  whick  cjiyili^ed  tactics  had  not  allowed  {lai^dl^i 
tiie  Mpon  the  new  ally  of  the  XIoi)ted  States.  While  France^ 
t^r«fore,  was  to  furnish  the  oceans,  Ameriea  was  to  furoiaJt 
the  flag*  la  such  a  juncture,  a  citizen  holdi)^  no  official  stmr- 
tion,  of  great  wealth  and  influence^  and  eiyoyiiig  the  oonfidencie 
of  both  the  American  and  French  governmentSt  was  precicietj 
wanted  both  as  mediator  and  director,  to  make  arraDgemanUi 
£pr  su<^  desultor J  expeditions  as  might  b^  projected,  until  tha 
ships  had  left  th^  ports  of  Fraioce,  u^der  the  stars  and  strtpev^ 
with  Retribution  for  their  motto.  In  epmert  with  his  ilhistrioua 
fir^end  M*  de  la  Fayette,  M.  Chaumoot  undertook  this  nice  bu- 
siness ;  and  th^  testimony  of  those  to  whose  memory  this  repub- 
lic now  pays  nnirersat  and  unqualified  honour,  is  that  he  was 
£|ithfol  to  the  IcMBt  in  performing  what  he  had  voluntai'jly  wad 
gratiptoualy  undertake^.* 

Such  was  the  friend  whose  active  intercession  obtained  thit . 
*'  final"  promise  &om  the  minister ;  whichf  like  the  others,  was 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  VXI.  where  sevenl  docomeoti  are  cited.  In  the  correspon* 
^nce  of  Silas  Deane,  (Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1. 146,)  the  following  pithy  para- 
graph oceors,  in  relation  to  Mf.  Chatnnont  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee.  The  latter'gentleDian 
gp(fe  great  aqiogranp^  to  Jonta;  and,  whatarer  his  Jnetires  nay  have  been,  the  e«f* 
tain  does  not. seem  to  need  an  apology  for  expressing  his  sense  of  it,  as  he  doe^  iji 
several  of  the  passages  which  will  be  subsequently  introduced. 

'  <^  It  is  liot  eneogh  to  say,  that  no  man  in  France  enjoys  a  better  character  fbr  strict 
faeomir  and  piobi^,  balh  atooart,  and  in  the  dty,  Ikon  Mens.  OhAumont  Jkistica 
vf$i$t  add,  ^)«re  is  nq  m^  ei^ys  it  perhaps  sonniversally  through  the  kingd^m^  ^mong 
th^, merchants,  the  farmers  or  husbandmen,  aiyl  mechanics,  in  all  which  branches  of 
business,  he  is  consUntly  speculating.  This  man  is  the  friend  of  Dr.  Franklin.  I 
Ittve  tie  pleasure  of  knowing  him  to  be>mbe,  and  mh$X  la  nidre,  thi  friend  bfmf 
•smtry^oniaaodiatemeM  tiding  ooeasrans.  IdomtwosaerihaitMr.JUiaiiioiikl 
fppear  JQ^^opsof  tlfis|;f^i)t|eman,  as  well  as  of  everybody  else,  a  select  few  excepted  t 
and  veij  few,  indeed,  aro  t^iose  who  escape  his  jealous  suspicions,  either  in  Europe  or 
America,  It  is  a  melancholy  tradi,  but  justice  to  the  public  requires  my  declarihg  It, 
tfMCl  ihe^rknew  Mr.  La#,  *tNn  his  first  oottittg  to  lUi*  satfsfledwithiaiiyoMa^pe>> 
m^)^  di<hnsinessiFWv»V^*^^f  »  public  o«  a fi^wte  nit|w»;  «adhj^4B^U|igf, 
whether  for  tribes  or  ipr  thin^  of  importance,  almost  constantly  ended  i^  a  dispute, 
sometimes  in  litigious  quarrels.  Mr.  Lee  liveii  some  time  in  M.  Chaumont's  house. 
M. ehaumont kiirfw HU^tMbeUy  #en,  and w^nbli^liBftwl ini^eakii^tiil»^«foftl 
efihilyjt*         I '--ji  nf •    i     I  (III  ^ I  I >   i.t\  .  /  i». !  .  /  il'*i  .».!.• 
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nerer  performed,  but  which  led  erentuaHy  to  Jones'  obcaining 
eommaiid  of  a  ship,  such  as  it  was,  in  which  he  fbiq^fat  one  of 
the  most  desperate  naral  batdes  on  reowd.  In  a  letter  of  Ins 
which  we  hare  already  quoted  from,  he  expresses  his  gratitude 
fbr  the  hospitality  and  services  of  M.  Le  Raj ;  and  the  same 
tone  pervades  his  correspondenee,  until  the  unfortunate  misun- 
derstanding which  led  him  to  use  harsher  language  than  hn 
cooler  judgment  approved ;  and  for  which,  it  may  be  added  to 
his  great  credit,  be  afterwards  frankly  matde  the  ^mtfnde 
honorable. 

.The  necessity  of  condensation  compels  the  omission  of  several 
letters  written  at  this  period ;  as  they  are  not  indispensable.  Long 
months  were  yet  to  elapse,  before  Jones  found  himself  actually 
at  sea,  with  an  <'  independent  comniand."  He  still  urged  the 
reservation  of  the  Indien  fbr  himself;  which  ship,  he  had  been 
assured  by  *'  an  American  gentleman  of  sense,  might  at  any 
spring  tide  be  got  to  the  Texel,  with  the  assistance  of  a  camel, 
and  there  armed  in  a  fortnight,  without  any  opposition  fit>m  the 
states."  In  pursuance  of  M.  Chaumont's  request,  he  was,  how- 
ever, earnestly  engaged  in  making  inquiries  for  a  suitable  and 
fast  saiUng  ship.  He  intimated  to  that  gentleman,  that  he  had 
not  only  the  pride  of  the  French  marine  to  conciliate,  but  that 
he  **  had  excited  the  jealousy  of  many  officers  in  our  own  young 
navy,  because  he  had  pursued  honour,  while  they  had  sought 
after  profit.'*  Some  expressions  of  his  in  this  communication, 
it  may  be  pertinent  to  record.  He  says :  '^  Your  letter  has 
given  me  great  pleasure,  the  more  so  as  it  leads  me  to  connect 
myself  more  immediately  with  yourself."  "  Not  to  love  your- 
self, and  those  persons  whose  names  you  have  mentioned  in 
the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  would  be  base ;  and  my  heart 
tells  me  that  I  shall  never  be  capable  of  such  ingratitude." 
He  wrote  in  the  middle  of  November,  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris, 
informing  him  of  his  situation,  and  assigning  probably  the  true 
reasons  for  the  procrastination  of  the  minister  ;  that  the  rules 
of  the  French  service  did  not  admit  of  giving  him  the  command 
of  ships  detached  from  the  royal  marine ;  and  that  the  French 
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officers^  as  he  expreflses  it  with  somewhat  of  morlndbitteniefts 
of  feeling,  **  couU  not  look  at  him  in  Brest,  but  with  xiv^l  eyes. 
The  minister  cannot  and  dares  not  do  what  he  wishes."  Being 
<*  an  eyesore  to  the  marine,"  as  he  phrases  it  in  a  letter  to  W. 
Franklin,  he  was  desirous  of  leaving  Brest*  He  examined, 
and  unqualifiedly  rejected  an  armed  prize  ship  called  the  Nep- 
tune, represented  as  a  fine  frigate  of  32  guns.  '*  I  wish^"  he 
wrote  to  M.  Chaumont,  to  have  no  connexion  with  any  ship 
that  does  not  sail  fast ;  for  I  intend  to  go  in  harm's  wojf*  You 
know,  I  believe,  that  this  is  not  every  one's  intention.  There- 
fore^  buy  a  frigate  that  sails  fast,  and  that  is  sufficiently  large 
to  carry  26  or  28  guns^  (not  less  than  twelve^pounders,)  on  one 
declu  I  would  rather  be  shot  ashore,  than  sent  to  sea  in  such 
things  as  the  armed  prizes  I  have  described."  In  the  same 
letter,  he  suggested  thai  Americans  might  be  found  among  the 
English  prisoners,  who  would  serve  under  him  if  assured  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  receiving  their  wages,  and  share  of 
prize  money ;  and  expressed  his  wish  that  neither  the  admiralty 
nor  the  existing  American  agents  might  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  prizes.  He  adds  :  ^*  I  have  almost  half  killed  myself 
with  grief.  Give  me  but  an  assurance  that  the  command  of  the 
Indien  will  be  reserved  for  me,  and  bestowed  on  no  other  person, 
on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and  I  will  say  I  am  satisfied.  This, 
I  pledge  myself,  will  be  no  loss  to  France.  America  is  not 
ungrateful.  The  noble  minded  Congress  know  not  the  Uttle 
mean  distinctions  of  climate  or  place  of  nativity ;  nor  have  they 
adopted  any  rule,  which  can  preclude  them  from  encouraging 
or  rewarding  the  merit  of  a  stranger,  by  raising  him  even  to  the 
first  posts  of  honour.  In  the  army,  there  are  many  instances 
of  this«  In  the  navy,  young  as  it  is,  it  gives  me  particular 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Congress  have  given  the  command 
of  the  best  ship  in  their  service  to  a  French  ofiicer,  and  called 
the  ship  the  AJUance."  At  this  time,  M.  Chaumont  intimated 
to  him,  that  the  Duras,  an  old  Indiaman,  that  had  made  three 
voyages,  was  for  sale ;  and  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  accqpt 
^t  ship,  with  a  good  tender,  provided  she  sailed  &st. 


Mr.  Arthur  Lee  at  tkis  fieriod  regaled  him  with  an  bquiry 
about  one  of  the  Ranger's  old  prizes,  o^  little  value,  which' had 
been  sold  a  year  before  at  Nantes,  and  the  captord'  moiety  paid 
according  to  Mr.  Lee's  own  directions.  The  answer  of  Jones 
-was  respectful  and  caustic.  He  took  occasion  to  remind  the 
ccHnmissioner  of  his  baring  concurred  in  the  dishonour  of  his 
draft,  without  comnjunicating  the  knowledge  in  his  possession 
to  bis  colleagues,  which  led  to  his  own  seemifig  disgrace,  and  to 
the  misery  of  his  crew.  **  These  poor  men,"  he  says,  "  were  at 
last  dragged  away"  (into  the  Ranger,  when  she  left  France 
under  Simpson,)  ^'  without  clothing ;  having  only  received  at 
Brest  8  or  9  crowns  each,  as  prize  money,  at  the  moment  of 
their  departure ;  and  not  being  allowed  to  lay  out  even  that 
trifle.  Those  who  saw  them  last  reported  that  they  kept  below, 
refusing  duty,  and  imprecating  general  curses  on  the  public 
service,  the  public  agents,  and  all  concerned."  This  statement 
is  collaterally  confirmed.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  A.  Lee 
is  nowhere  charged  with  cupidity;  but  with  painful  uneasiness 
and  useless  officiousness,  in  the  course  of  his  dealings  in  relati<an 
to  the  matter  of  the  prizes. 

At  this  time*  also,  several  offers  were  made  to  Jones  to  take 
command  of  privateering  expeditions.  AnKMig  others,  M. 
Montieu  of  Nantes,  who  had  purchased  a  new  ship  on  which 
Jones  bad  had  his  eye,  offered  him  the  command  of  an 
armament  for  such  purposes.  In  refdying  through  his  friend 
Mr.  WiUiams,  Jones  says  :  '^  Were  I  in  purtuU  cfpr&fity  I  should 
accept  the  offer  without  hesitation.  But  I  am  under  sudi  oUi- 
gations  to  Congress,  that  I  cannot  think  myself  my  own  maimer; 
and  as  servant  of  the  imperial  republic  of  America,  honcmred 
with  the  public  approbation  of  my  past  serrices,  I  cannot,  from 
my  own  authority  or  inclinaticMi,  serve  either  myself  or  even  my 
best  friends  in  any  private  line  whatsoever^  unless  where  the 
honour  and  interest  of  America  is  the  premier  object*"*    On  the 

*  Thi«  0eDt;eiice  which  Mr.  Willimnw  was  to  commnnicate  to  Mr.  Monties,  if  evi- 
dent! j  elaborated,  and  is  identical  with  one  written  to  M.  Chanroont  five  weeki  before, 
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SOlb  Novembor,  he  wrote  to  IL  Cfammont,  thait  bjr  wakings 
until  that  time  for  mrders  or  powers^  he  had  lost  the  opportwiiCjr 
of  purchasing  a  suitable  ship,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  losing 
a  number  of  American  seamen;  and  that  he  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  L'Orient  on  his  own  responsibility,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  the  next  post*  '*  If  we  can  do  no  better,  I  hope  tlie 
Duras  will  answer."  "  I  repeat  to  you,  that  if  the  Alert  were 
now  at  my  disposal,  I  could  engage  a  number  of  American  sea- 
men, from  a  prirateer  that  still  remains  here."  *^  My  best 
respects  and  most  grateful  thanks  await  the  minister,  for  the 
very  honourable  things  which  he  said  of  me  to  the  Due  de  la 
Boohefott^ault.  It  \h9il  be  my  ambition,  when  he  gives  me 
opportunities,  to  merit  his  favour  and  affection." 

From  L'Orient  he  wrote  to  the  commissioners  on  December 
9th,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  the  prisoners  confined  there  cm 
board  the  Patience.  They  were  originally  two  hundred  in 
number,  but  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  idone  remained,  and  it 
was  to  be  inferred  that  the  others  had  been  suffered  to  escape. 
ThoM*  condition  was  a  melancholy  one.  The  remarks  Jones 
made  on  Riou,  who  was  entrusted  with  their  custody,  have  been 
previously  quoted.  The  prisoners  had  full  confidence  in  Father 
John,  the  chiqikdn  of  the  Due  D'OrviUiers,  and  begged  for  an 
ani^er  through  him*  The  memorial,  signed  by  the  officers  of 
the  Drake,  r^eeei^ed,  no  doubt  too  truly,  the  miseries  they 
had  endured  in  their  close  confinement,  at  a  distance  from  the 
shore,  for  seven  mon^.  In  January  following,  M.  Sartine 
granted  an  order  for  the  release  of  such  Americans  as  would 
enrol  under  Jones. 

For  nearly  two  months,  a  singular  gap  in  his  indefatigable 
correspondence,  we  find  no  letters  to  or  from  Jones  preserved 
among  the  originals  or  cqiies  of  Ins  papers.  His  Journal 
fmr  the  king  su{^es  the  vacuum.  **  None  of  the  ships  at 
L'Orient  appeared  very  suitable  for  the  purpose,  exeept  cme, 
the  *  Blarshal  de  Brc^o,'  a  iine  ship,  bought  soon  afterwards 
by  the  king,  and  fitted  for  war  with  64  guns.  As  nothing  was 
done.  Captain  Jones  determined  to  go  himself  to  courts  to  know 


why  he  was  deUoned  idle  in  Europe.  The  miBiiter  {Massed  faim 
to  accept  the  coinmaiidcrf*  the  Marshal  deRroglio;  but  Captain 
Jones  was  obliged  to  decline  it,  as  he  saw  no  means  to  procure 
a  crew  of  Americans  sufficient  for  that  ship.  The  king  then 
bought  the  Due  de  Duras,  a  much  smaller  slnp,  of  fourteen 
years  old.  This  ship  was  giren  to  Captain  Jones ;  and  at  his 
request  called  Z<  Ban  Homme  Ridkardf  in  compliment  to  a 
saying  of  Poor  Richard ;  ^*  If  you  would  hare  your  business 
done,  come  yoursdf ;  if  not,  send.*'  The  official  intimation  of 
thb  appointment  was  not  ^ven  by  M.  de  Sartine  until  the  4th 
February^  who  informed  Jones  that  he  was  about  to  gire  orders 
for  completely  fitting  and  Tictualling  the  Duras ;  that  Jones  was 
to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  under  the  commission  be 
had  received  from  Congress  when  he  left  America,  and  to  use 
his  powers  to  form  a  ship's  company  of  American  Tolunteers. 
But  he  also  informed  him,  that  it  was  the  king's  pleasure 
that  he  should  raise  volunteers  to  make  up  the  necessary  number 
of  his  crew.  As  to  hii  operations  at  sea,  the  minister  in  fhct 
gave  him  earie  hkm^^  asking  only  for  an  account  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, whenever  he  should  enter  a  port  within  the  king's 
dominions.  He  assented  to  tb^  ship's  changing  her  name,  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  Jones.  The  letter  was  delivered 
to  the  latter  by  H.  Gamier,  who  had  recently  been  named 
ambassador  to  the  United  States,  and  assisted  Jones  efficiently 
with  his  counsel  and  good  offices.  Jones  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments warmly,  and  in  his  best  style,  for  Che  first  aetual  favour 
he  had  received ;  and  a  prospect  of  action  opened  before  him, 
which  at  first  expanded  into  one  of  consequence  and  dignity. 
It  dwindled,  however,  again  upon  this  view ;  the  tesult  was 
destined  to  be  achieved  by  his  own  energy  ;  and  the  glory  that 
accompanied  it  was  left  to  him  without  a  co-rital. 

'<  M.  Gamier  was  appointed  by  the  court  to  arrange  a  plan 
for  the  armament.  Four  or  five  sail  was  to  be  added  to  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  two  of  them  to  be  fire-ships.  Five  hun- 
dred chosen  troops  were  to  embark,  from  one  of  the  Irish 
regiments,  under   the  command  of  tjhe,  Chevolisr  de  Fitz 


Matii^ice,  who  was  to  be  entire^  unier  the  command  of  Captain 
Jones.  '  A  plan  was  laid  between  M.  Gamier  and  Captain  Jones 
which  promised  perfect  success;  and  had  it  succeeded,  would 
have  astonished  the  #orld."* 

Jones  proceede<l  forthwith  to  Nantes  to  engage  seamen,  seve- 
ral of  whom  be  enlisted  at  that  place;  the  Americans,  as  he 
says,  being  generally  pleased  with  the  character  of  the  "  poor 
Richard."  The  ship  was  calculated  to  mount  only  one  battery 
of.  eighteen  pounders,  and  he  found  some' difficulty  in  procuring 
suitable  ordnance  to  be  cast.  Writing  to  Mr.  Garnier  from 
Nantes,  he  urged,  that  as  the  new  American  frigate,  the  Alliance, 
which  had  been  put  under  the  command  of  a  French  officer, 
was.  then  at  Brest,  it  would  be  a  useful  addition  to  the  force 
which  was  to  sail  under  him.  Understanding  that  La  Fayette 
had  brought  out  the  credentials  of  Franklin  as  ambassador,  and 
that  the  Alliance  would  in  consequence  be  under  his  control,  he 
suggested  ^t  an  application  should  be  made  to  this  effect.  He 
little  anticipated  how  much  trouble  such  a  request  was  to  entail 
upon  him,  which  was  more  readily  granted  than  any  he  had 
previously  n^ade. 

,  From  Nantes  he  went  to  L'Orient,  whence  he  wrote  that 
finding  the  necessary  cannon  could  be  made  at  Bordeaux,  he 
should  repair  there  immediately;  that  he  had  procured  seve- 
ral seamea  at  Brest  and  Nantes,  and  many  valuable  men  for 
officers;  that  volunteer  soldiers  enlisted  with  him  daily,  to 
serve  during  the  war,  and  that  he  had  accepted  the  offer  of 
a  captitin  'm  the, American  army  to  conmiand  them.  After 
passing  several  times  between  Bordeaux  and  Angoideme,  before 
the  xx)iitract  for  casting  th^  cannon  was  completed,  he  received, 
on  his  return  to  L'Orient,  an  express  summoning  him  to  court. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  expressed  a  wish  to  join  with 
him  in  an  expedition^  and  command  a  body  of  select  troops 
assigned  to  him  by  the  kipg  for  that  purpose.    Franklin,  at  the 


*  iMrtua  ht  ihe  kUg.  ^The  plan  mik  to  attack  laverpool. 
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request  of  the  Freneh  garerniiient,  mniie  ihe  AUnmee  a  ptmi^ 
the  force,  which  now  began  to  assume  the  appearanee  of  aa 
armament  with  which  much  might  be  eS&eted.  It  was  to  con- 
sist of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Alhance,  PaHas,  Vengeance 
brig,  and  Cerf,  a  remarkaUy  fine  cutter. 

On  his  return  to  L^Orient,  he  found  that  two^hirds  of  the 
men  sent  as  American  volunteers  from  Nantes,  were,  as  he 
describes  them,  ^  unfit  to  bear  arms,*'  a ''  set  of  dirty  bmigs,^' 
who  were  to  be  sent  to  their  homes  at  an  adilitional  expense. 
The  rest  were  English  prisoners,  whose  names  he  had  blotted 
out  of  the  list  previously,  because,  during  his  absence  at  Bor- 
deaux, they  had  enlisted  to  serve  in  a  privateer.  He  rated  very 
soundly  the  officer,  (Mr.  Thompscm,)  under  whose  auspices  these 
apologies  for  soldiers  were  forwarded  for  his  use. 

On  the  27th  April,  Franklin  addressed  to  him  the  following 
letter,  under  the  impression  that  La  Fayette  would  ^Oroperate 
with  him.  It  would  be  improper  to  omit  it  here,  though  it  is 
found  in  other  collections.  Jones  duly  appreciated  the  sound 
sense  of  its  precepts.  With  La  Fayette,  as  widi  Franklin,  he 
never  would  have  openly  differed.  This  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
though  he  never  was  put  to  the  test. 

*'  I  have  at  the  request  of  M.  de  Sartine,  postponed  the  send* 
ing  of  the  Alliance  to  America,  and  have  ordered  her  to  proceed 
immediately  from  Nantes  to  L'Orient,  where  she  is  to  be  fur- 
nished with  her  complement  of  men,  join  your  Uttle  squadron, 
and  act  under  ypur  command. 

*^  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will  be  with  you  soon.  It  has 
been  observed,  that  joint  expeditions  of  land  and  aea  forces, 
often  miscarry  through  jealousies  and  misunderstandings  bet 
tween  the  officers  of  the  different  corps*  This  must  happep 
where  there  are  little  minds,  actuated  more  by  personal  views 
of  profit  or  honour  to  themselves,  than  hf  the  y9^Lvm  and  sineeie 
desire  of  good  to  their  country .^  Knowing  you  both^  as  I  do, 
and  your  just  miumer  of  thinking  on  these  occasions,  I  am^com 
fideat  nothing  of  t]bue  kipd  c|ui  happeft  between  you,  and  that  it 
is  unnceessary  for  me  to  .recommend  to  either  of  you,  thi^  con? 
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fifitmeBmon,  mtltlial  good  wSU  «^  hmnamj^  which  ecurtrOiiite 
so  mudb  to  Miecess  in  such  undertakings.  I  lode:  upon  this 
expeditioii  m  an  mtroduction  ovij  to  greater  trusts  and  more 
extensive  commands^  and  as  a  kind  of  trial  of  both  your  abilities, 
and  of  your  fitness  in  temper  and  disposition  for  acting  in  con- 
cert with  others.  I  flatter  myself,  therefore,  that  nothing  will 
happen  that  may  gire  impressicms  to  the  disadvantage  of  either 
of  you,  when  greater  affairs  shaU  come  under  consideration. 

^'  As  thifl'is  understood  to  be  an  American  expedition,  under 
the  Congress  commission  and  colours,  the  Marquis,  who  is  a 
Major  General  in  that  service,  has  of  course  the  step  in  point 
of  rank,  and  he  must  have  the  command  of  the  land  forces, 
which  are  commitled  by  the  king  to  his  care ;  but  the  command 
of  the  ships  will  be  entirely  in  you,  in  which  I  am  persuaded 
that  whatever  authoiity  his  rank  might  in  strictness  give  him, 
he  will  not  have  the  least  desire  to  interfere  with  you.  There 
is  hoQOiir  enough  to  be  got  for  both  of  you,  if  the  expedition  is 
oondttctcd  with  a  prudent  unanimity.  The  circumstance  is 
iftdeed  a  little  unusual ;  for  there  is  not  only  a  junction  of  land 
and  sea  forces,  but  there  is  also  a  junction  of  Frenchmen  and 
Americans,  which  increcuies  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  good 
imderstanding ;  a  cool,  prudent  conduct  in  the  chiefs  is  there- 
fore the  more  necessary,  and  I  trust  neither  of  you  wiH  in  that 
respect  ^  be  deficient*  With  my  best  wishes  for  yout*  success, 
heakhi  puad  honour,  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  and 
most  obedient  servant*" 

.  AeooBspanjring  this  letter  were  the  following  instructions,  tli^ 
benewlcliit  caijrtions  eoMained  in  which,  Franklin  was  sub^e^ 
qiBSild^  almost  tempted  to  consider  as  savouring  of  too  much 
moderieitioB,  when  he  heiBird  of  the  burnings  of  Fairfield,  and 
other  towns  in  America. 

<*1.  His  majesty,  having  been  pleased  to  grant  some  troops 
for  a  particular  expedition,  proposed  to  annoy  our  common 
entaly,  in  which  the  sea  force  Hnder  your  command  might  hkve 
anopportunity^if  dlitinguishiiig  itself,  you  are  to  receive  on 
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bowd  TOUT  shipB  of  war,  and  the  other  iressds  destined  for  that 
purpose,  the  troops  that  shall  present  themselves  to  you,  afford 
them  such  accommodations  as  shall  be  most  proper  for  pre- 
flerviog  their  heakh,  and  conrej  them  to  such  port  or  place  as 
th^  commander  shaU  desire  to  land  them  at. 

**  2.  When  the  troops  are  landed,  you  are  to  aid  by  all  means 
in  your  power,  their  operations,  as  they  will  be  instructed  in 
like  manner,  to  aid  and  support  those  you  may  make  with  your 
ships,  that  so  by  this  concurrence  and  union  of  your  differ^it 
forces,  aU  that  such  a  compounded  strength  is  capable  of,  may 
be  effected. 

"  3.  You  are,  during  the  expedition^  neiver  to  depart  from 
the  troops,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  them,  or  to  secmre 
their  retreat  in  case  of  a  repulse  ;  and  in  all  events  you  are  to 
endeavour  their  compkte  re-embarkation  on  board  the  ships 
and  transports  under  your  command  when  the  expedition  sbaU 
be  ended* 

^'  4.  Tou  are  to  briilg  to  France  all  the  Engludi  seamen  ]fou 
may  happen  to  take  prisoners,  in  order  to  complete  the  good 
work  you  already  have  made  such  progress  in,  of  deKvering'by 
an  exchange  the  rest  of  our  countrymen  now  langinshing  in  the 
jails  of  Great  Britain. 

'^  5^  As  many  of  your  officers  and  pec^le  have  kitely  escaped 
from  English  prisons,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  you  are  to 
be  particularly  attentive  to  their  conduct  towards  the  prisoners 
which  the  fortune  of  war  may  throw  into  your  hands,  lest  the 
resentment  of  the  more  than  barbarous  usi^e  by  the  English  in 
many  places  towards  the  Americans,  should  occasion  a  retalia- 
tion and  imitation  of  what  ought  rather  to  be  detested  and 
avoided,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  for  the  honour  of  oar 
country. 

"  9.  In  the  salne  view,  although  the  English  have  wantonly 
burnt  mfmy  defenceless  towns  in  America,  you  are  not  to  fol- 
low this  example,  unless  when  a  reasonable  ransom  is  refiised, 
ki  which  case,  your  own  generous  feelings  as  well  as  this  instruc^- 
tMMit  will  induce  you  to  give  timely  notice  of  your  intedtion,  that 
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sick  and  ancient  persons,  women,  and  children,  may  be  first 
remored." 

On  the  ^ane  day  with  Franklin,  La  Fayette  wrote  to  Jones, 
approving  of  his  measures,  and  regretting  that  he  heard  the 
cannon  were  promised  to  other  people.  He  said  that  he  wished 
the  expedition  to  be  soon  over,  as  his  return  in  the  middle  of 
summer  would  be  useful  to  the  common  cause  ;  and  he  hoped 
every  thing  would  be  in  readiness  by  the  7th  of  May.  He  did 
not  vnsh,  if  it  could  be  avoided,  to  put  land  troops  on  board  of 
the  Alliance,  because  disputes  would  occur  between  their  officers 
and  Captain  Landais.  As  he  was  willing  to  distribute  them  in 
the  other  ships,  it  is  plain  that  La  Fayette,  who  was  as  discern- 
ing, as  he  was  chivalric,  had  some  conception  of  the  character  of 
the  captain  of  the  Alliance ;  a  character,  which  in  any  attempt 
that  may  be  made  to  throw  light  upon  it  by  facts,  will  for  ever 
amij»e  and  perplex  the  thinking  reader ;  unless  he  comes  soon 
to  the  conclusion,  that  Landais  was  not  altogether  sane  in  mind. 
But  this  solutionis  too  devoid  of  ingenuity,  to  satisfy  those  who 
make  the  motives  of  eccentric  individuals  a  study. 

In  reply  to  Franklin,  Jonies  said :  ''  The  letter  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  you  to-di^y,  together  with  your  liberal  and 
noble  minded  instructions,  would  make  a  coward  brave.  Ton 
have  called  up  every  sentiment  of  public  virtue  in  my  breast, 
and  it  shall  be  my  pride  and  ambition,  in  the  strict  pursuit  of 
your  instructions,  to  deserve  success. 

*'  Be  assured,  that  very  few  prospects  could  afford  me  so  true 
a  satisfaction  as  that  of  rendering  some  acceptable  service  to 
the  common  cause,  and  at  the  same  time  relieving  from  cap- 
tivity (by  furnishing  the  means  of  exchange)  our  unfortunate 
fellow  subjects  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

And  to  La  Fayette  he  wrote  as  follows :  ''  So  flattering  ami 
affectionate  a  proof  of  your  esteem  and  friendship,  has  made  an 
impression  on  my  mind  that  will  attend  me  while  I  live.  This 
I  hope  to  i^rove  by  more  than  words.  Where  men  of  fine  fed* 
ings  are  concerned,  there  is  seldom  misunderstanding ;  and  I 
ant  sure  I  should  do  violence  to  my  sensibility  if  I  were  capable 
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I 
of  giving  you  a  moment's  pain  by  any  part  of  my  conduct* 

Therefore,  without  any  apology,  I  shall  expect  you  to  point  out 

.  my  errors,  when  we  are  together  alone,  with  perfect  freedom, 

and  I  think  I  dare  promise  you  your  reproof  shall  not  be  lost. 

"  I  have  received  from  the  good  Dr.  Franklin  instructions  at 
laige,  which  do  honour  to  his  liberal  mind,  and  which  it  will 
give  me  the  truest  satisfaction  to  execute.     I  cannot  ensure  f 

success,  but  will  endeavour  to  deserve  it." 

On  the  90th  April,  he  informed  M.  Chaumont,  that  if  a  bat-  ^    % 

tery  of  28  good  twelve  pounders,  with  others  of  less  calibre  could  ^ 

be  procured,  he  was  willing  to  put  to  sea;  that  he  had  on  his 
muster  roll  329  officers,  seamen,  and  volunteer  soldiers,  and  *  •, 

would  not  lie  idle  for  want  of  men.  He  expressed  his  deep 
regret  at  the  political  disappointments  his  friend  M.  Garnier  had 
met  with.  i 

The  proposed  co-operation  of  La  Fayette  with  Jones,  was 
soon  abandoned  for  reasons  which  the  general  history  of  the  w 

times  easily  furnishes.  Spcun  was  preparing  to  act  with  France 
against  England,  and  her  hostile  manifesto  was  deUvered  by 
her  ambassador  a  few  weeks  subsequently.  In  the  attitude  in 
which  Great  Britain  then  stood,  it  was  by  no  means  chimerical 
to  anticipate  important  results  from  the  combined  operations  of 
the  two  fleets.  A  general  invasion  was  projected  ;  forces  were 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  northern  provinces  of  France,  and 
marched  to  the  coast,  and  general  officers  were  named  to  con- 
duct the  grand  enterprise.  On  the  22d  May,  La  Fayette  wrote 
to  inform  Jones  of  the  change  in  the  purposes  of  the  ministry. 
He  simply  stated  that  political  and  military  reasons  had  occa- 
sioned it,  and  added,  *'  I  am  only  to  tell  you,  my  good  friend, 
how  sorry  I  feel  not  to  be  a  witness  of  your  success,  abilities, 
and  glory."  "What  will  be  further  determined  about  your 
squadron  is  yet  uncertain,  and  the  ministers  are  to  consult  with 
Dr.  Franklin."  In  Franklin's  letter  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
affietirs,  written  about  the  same  time,  he  merely  mentions  that 
the  marquis  was  not  to  go  with  Jones,  "  the  plan  having  been 
a  little  changed."  In  a  subsequent  confidential  letter,  he  speaks 
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of  die  new  project,  as  ^'  the  gntml  invasioD."  It  will  be  teea, 
f  that  Jones  wrote  under  a  partial,  if  not  total  misunderstandinf 

*^  of  the  causes,  which  led  to  a  modification  of  the  plan  first  pro- 

;  posed,  in  part  of  the  following  extract  of  his  Journal  for  the 

I  l^ing,  though  it  was  composed  many  years  afterwards. 

^  ^^  A  person  [M.  Le  Ray  de  Chaomont*]  was  appointed  comr 

missary  of  the  expense  of  the  squadron,  and  unwisely  entrusted 
with  the  secret  of  the  expedition*     The  cannon  had  not  arriyed 

f  for  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  she  was  in  great  haste  mounted 

'  with  a  battery  of  indifferent  twelve  pounders.  Six  old  fashioned 

long  eighteen  pounders  were  mounted  in  the  gun-room  ;  and 
ports  were  cut  to  fight  them  six  on  one  side.  Thus,  with  the 
guns  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  mounted  forty  guns ;  and  with  the  Alliance  of  thirty-six, 
the  Pallas  of  thirty-two,  the  Cerf  of  eighteen,  and  the  Vengeance 
of  twelrer  composed  the  little  squadron.  A  crew  was  hastily 
procured  lor  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  from  among  the  English 
prisoners,  and  by  enlisting  raw  French  peasants  as  volunteers. 
Captain  Jones  had  not  more  than  thirty  Americans  among  the 
crew.  In  the  Alliance,  there  had  been  a  mutiny  on  the  passage 
from  America,t  and  the  captain  and  officers  were  ready  to  out 


*  Interlined  in  his  own  hand  writing. 

f  By  a  retolotion  of  Congress  of  May  29th,  1778,  the  new  continental  frigate,  built 
at  Salisbnry,  Mass.  and  then  recently  launched,  was  called  the  Alliance.  It  appears 
by  a  report  of  the  Marine  Committee,  on  the  29th  April  prerioos,  that  they  oensidered 
Captain  Landais,  who  was  afterwards  appointed  her  commander, "  an  experienced 
sea  officer,  and  skilled  in  the  constmction  of  ships  of  war.''  The  nature  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  took  place  on  board  the  Alliance,  referred  to  in  the  text,  b  not  particn- 
laily  explained.  It  may  have  arisen  from  the  national  or  personal  character  of  the 
ct^itain,  or  from  quarrels  as  to  rank.  Mr.  Adams  was  to  have  returned  in  this  veasel 
to  America;  and  was  on  board  of  her  when  Jones  wrote  to  him  begging  an  explanation, 
if  he  could  give  one,  of  the  misunderstanding  which  prcTailed,  and  asking  where  the 
fault  lay.  The  Minister  of  Marine  otfered  Mr.  Adams  a  passage  home,  in  the  frigate 
with  the  new  ambassador  to  the  United  States.  Franklin  wrote  to  Jones, ''  I  am  sorry 
for,  and  ashamed  of  the  divisions  on  board  the  Alliance.  I  hope  theae  commissioas 
will  enable  ytm  to  compose  them."  The  want  of  harmony  on  board  of  this  ship,  may 
have  had  some  effect  upon  its  strange  morements,  while  nominally  attached  to 
Jooea*  squadrop. 
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oneaBodMT^'sAfOito.  Tbe  first  aiid  seeond  liwteiiaiittdaeerted. 
The  Pallas,  a  merchant  ship,  had  bees  built  for  the  king,  aad 
hastily  fitted  at  Nantes.    The  Vengeance  was  bought  bj  the 
commissaiy,  and  fitted  in  the  same  manner.     The  Oerf,  a  fine 
eutter,  was  alone  well  fitted  and  manned.     The  commissavy 
took  upon  hinrndf  the  whole  direction  at  L'Orient,  and  went 
far  bejond  the  powers  of  a  commissary ;  but  the  secret  was  too 
big  for  him  to  keep.     Ail  Paris  rang  with  the  expedition  from 
Ij*Orient ;  aiid  government  was  obliged  to  drop  the  plan,  when 
the  squadron  lay  ready  for  sea,  and  the  troops  ready  to  embark." 
The  term  commissary,  as  here  employed,  was  technically 
inepirficable,  whether  in  French  or  English,  to  the  gentleman 
in  question  ;  and  is  calculated  to  convey  an  erroneous  impres*- 
sion.     M.  Chaumont  was  the  confidential  agent  of  both  govern** 
ments.     His  trust  had  in  it  nothing  in  common  with  that  of  a 
contractor,  and  his  functions  were  in  some  measure  diplomatic, 
as  well  as  ministerial.     He  acted  <Urectly  for  M.  de  Sartine,  to 
whom,  as  France  furnished  aD  the  expense  of  the  armament, 
he  was  alone  responsible.     Jones,  therefore,  used  the  word 
commissary  inadvertently  ;  and  having  used  it,  his  associations 
with  ihe  duties  of  such  an  officer,  Qie  detested  the  whole  genus,) 
led  him  into  involuntary  crimination  of  one  of  his  best  friends. 
When  recruits  and  volunteers  were  brought  from  the  adjacent 
seaports  and  the  interior  to  L'Orient,  Jones  was   inquiring 
every  where  for  ships  and  cannon,  and  M.  Chaumont  was  pur- 
chasing stores  and  vessels  for  the  armament,  preparations  which 
occupied  months.-  It  would  seem  to  have  been  unnecessary  for 
the  latter  gentleman  to  have  broken  confidence,  in  order  to  put 
the  by-standers  in  possession  of  a  fact,  of  vrhich  they  were 
already  aware  ;  that  the  ships  and  warlike  storedythus  collected 
were  to  be  used  at  sea.     And  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt, 
that  the  destination  of  the  armament  was  a  subject  of  free  ccm- 
versation  and  speculation.     As  we  shall  quote  Jones'  language 
literally,  this  explanation  is  due  in  this  place. 

On  the  10th  and  14th  June,  M.  Chaumont  sent  to  Jones  his 
official  hints  and  suggestions,  as  to  the  government  of  the  fleet, 
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and  the  dispontioii  of  the  prizes.  Hi3  obieRvedt  that  as  the 
situation  of  the  officers,  ti^o  had  accepted  commissions  from 
Congress  to  join  the  armament  of  the  Bon  Richard,  nftight  be 
in  contradiction  with  the  interest  of  their  own  ships,  he  was 
induced  to  request  Jones  to  enter  into  an  engagement  with  him, 
not  to  require  from  those  vessels  any  services,  not  conformable 
to  the  orders  such  officers  naight  have  ;  and  not  to  make  any 
diange  in  the  formation  of  their  crews.  He  also  requested 
that  all  prizes  might  be  addressed  to  such  consignees  as  he 
should  point  out,  for  the  preservation  of  the  interests  of  all 
concerned. 

By  the  orders  of  the  minister,  Jones  was  at  this  time  employed 
in  giving  convoy  to  a  fleet  bound  for  Bordeaux,  and  other 
ports  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  containing  tro<^,  stores,  and  other 
merchandise.  He  was  also  directed  on  his  return,  to  drive  the 
enemy's  cruisers  out  of  the  bay.  This  service,  he  says  in  his 
Journal,  he  performed.  On  the  night  of  June  20th,  while  the 
fleet  lay  to  off  Rochefort,  <^the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and 
Alliance  got  foul  of  each  other ;  which  carried  away  the  B.  H. 
R's  head  and  bowsprit,  and  the  Alliance's  mizen-masU"  This 
accident  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have  been  owing  to  the 
cfaimiy  management  of  the  Alliance,  but  it  was  further  supposed 
that  the  collision  was  not  altogether  unintentional  on  the  part  of 
Landais.  Among  the  articles  subsequently  attested  by  the 
officers  of  the  squadron,  the  first  was,  ^^  that  the  certain  of  the 
Alliance  did  not  take  the  steps  in  his  power  to  prevent  his  ship 
fironi  getting  foul  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  in  the  bay  of 
Biscay;  for,  instead  of  putting  his  helm  a-weather,  and  bearing 
up  to  make  way  for  his  commanding  officer,  (which  was  his 
duty,)  he  left  the  deck  to  load  his  pistols."  The  offence,  how- 
ever, was  visited  upon  the  lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  who  had  the  watch,  and  was  broken  by  a  court  martial 
held  shortly  afterwards.  Jones  observes,  that  there  were  faults 
on  both  sides. 

On  the  21st  June,  Jones  sent  the  Cerf  to  reconnoitre  two  sail. 
She  fell  in  with  a  sloop  of  14  guns ;  and  after  a  warm  engage- 
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ment  was  obliged  to  abandon  her  prize^  on  the  mpproaidk  of  m 
superior  force,  and  went  to  L'Ori^nt  to  refit.  The  next  day 
three  sbipB  of  war  were  discerned  to.  windward.  Tbeybore 
down  in  order ;  but  finding  the  squadron  prepared  to  reorive 
them,  escaped  by  superior  sailing.  A  few  days  after,  the  Alliance 
and  Pallas  separated  from  the  two  other  ships  in  a  fog.  On 
eomtog  in  sight  of  the  roiad  of  Crroix,  the  wind  being  contrary, 
Jones  ga?e  the  Vengeance  leare  to  make  the  best  of  her  way  in, 
and  found  himself,  at  the  approach  of  night,  near  two  luge 
frigates.  He  steered  for  them  for  half  an  hour,  lo  prepare  for 
action,  and  then  taeked  to  engage.  When  th^  saw  this,  the 
pursvers  ran  away ;  and,  as  Jones  says,  ^'  to  his  great  m&tti6r 
ealion  outsailed  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  got  cleai*"*^ 

TJnapiHised  of  the  aecessary  delay  which  the  repairs  of  the 
squadron  would  create,  Franklin  addressed  lo  JcMies,  the  same 
day  on  whidi  he  arrived  at  the  Isle  de  Groix,  the  following 
instructicHis. 

'*  Being  arrived  at  Grcsz,  y0u  are  to  make  the  best  of  your 
way  with  the  vessels  under  your  command  to  the  West  of 
Ireland,  and  establish  your  eruise  on  the  Orcades,  the  Cape  of 
JDerneus,  and  the  Dogger  Bank,  in  order  to  take  the  enemy's 
propetly  in  those  seas. 

*'  The  prizes  you  may  make,  send  to  Dunkirk,  Ostend,  or 
Bergen,  in  Norway,  according  to  your  proximity  to  either  of 
those  ports»  Address  them  to  the  persons  M.  de  Cbaumont 
diall  indicate  to  you. 

'*  About  the  15th  of  August,  when  you  will  have  sufficiently 


*  The  log  book  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  hat  the  following  entry  on  the  30th 
June.  "  At  half  paat  7,  r.  m.  law  two  sail  bearing  down  npon  ns,  one  with  a  flag  at 
each  maat-head.  Hove  about  and  stood  from  them  to  get  in  readiness  for  action ;  then 
hoYe  mixeti-topsail  to  the  mast,  dowb  all  stay^b  and  np  mizen-sail.  Then  they 
hoTO  about  and  stood  fiom  as.    ImiMdiately  we  tacked  ship  and  stood  after  them. 

"  AAer  which  they  wore  ship  and  stood  for  as.  Captain  Jones,  gentUmamMkef 
called  all  his  officers,  and  consulted  them  whether  they  were  willing  to  see  them. 
They  all  said,  Yes.  Made  sail  afttor  them ;  bat  they,  being  better  sailers  than  we,  got 
fiom  ns.    At  1,  a,  m.  tadiad  sUf  .* 


.J^- 


160  FAVL  JOMSa. 

^uised  in  these  seai,  yeu  are  to  make  route  for  the  Texel* 
wfaereyou  will  meet  my  farther  orders. 

^If  by  any  personal  accident  you  should  be  rendeved  unable 
to  execute  these  kiatructioiis,  the  o^lcer  of  your  squadron  ntiSi 
in  rank  is  to  endeaTour  to  put  them  in  execution." 

In  the  letter  from  Jcmes,  giring  an  account  of  his  proceetiags, 
which  crossed  these  instructions  on  the  road,  he  said :  "  I  ha^e 
traversed  the  Golf  de  Gaeoogae,  over  and  over,  both  within  and 
witfaout  soundings,  firom  half  a  degree  to  the  southward  of  the 
Isbnd  of  Bordeaux,  to  the  Sas  passage,  in  sight  of  Brest.  T 
hare  fallen  in  with  and  chased*  varioos  other  ship*  and  vessds, 
whidi  I  believe  were  enemies,  but  all  snch  as  I  have-bs^kaUe  ^ 
overtake,  proved  either  Dutch,  Spanisdiy  or  other  neutral  pto*- 
perty."  *^  If  the  court  is  yet  disposed  to  give  me  the  iUp^  which 
they  atftrH  offitoed,  I  thiid^  it  possiUe  in  the  present  situation  ef 
my  aAurs  to  make  a  ns^nl  and  honoarable  cruise  that  way, 
with  the  force  now  un^pr  my  command,  and  afterwards  to 
bring  that  ship  out  with  the  A'ew  I  now  have.''  Jones  was 
**  still  harping  on  my  daughter."  Though  he  expressed  himself 
much  satisfied  with  the  martial  sjmrit  shown  by  his  crew  in  this 
aflkir  with  the  fi^tes,  and  w$m  eonfideat,  <<  that  if  he  haA 
been  able  to  get  between  them,  according  to  bis  inteatiofi,  be 
would  have  beaten  them  both  together,^*  stHl  he  ftiqnd  the  old 
Indiaman  a  dull  sailor,  and  provided  with  unsuitable  ordnance. 
Franklin  stated  in  reply :  ^  I  have  no  other  orders  to  give ;  for, 
as  the  court  is  at  the  chief  expense,  I  think  they  have  the  best 
right  to  direct.  I  observe  what  you  write  about  a  diange  of 
the  destination ;  but  when  a  thing  has  been  once  considered  and 
determined  on  in  council,  they  do  not  care  to  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  it,  having  much  business  on  hand,  and  there  is  not 
now  time  to  obtain  a  reconsideration."  He  threw  out,  how- 
ever, the  consoling  intimation,  that  it  had  been  hinted  to  him^ ' 
that  *^  the  intention  of  ordering  the  cruise  to  finish  at  the  Texel, 
was  with  a  view  of  getting  out  the  Indien  ;  but  this  should  be 
kept  a  secret."  He  confirmed  absolutely  the  instructions,  of 
M.  Chaumont ;  and  added  the  following  signifioant  postscript: 


-^ 
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*'  If  h  sboulil  fidi  in  jowt  vmjj  reoMinber  that  the  HudflM's 
Bay  sUpi  are  vtry  Tahmble." 

Oq  the  2d  of  July,  the  AlUance  aad  Pallas  arrived  with  an 
Iriflh  br^  laden  with  wine,  &c. 'which  they  had  captured,  and 
t&e  squadron  went  to  L'Orient  for  repairs.  The  Pallas,  Cer<; 
and  Vengeance  were  ordered  on  a  short  cruise,  from  which  they 
returned  without  efiegtipg  any  thing  of  consequence.  Mean^ 
time  Jones  renewed  his  comidaints  against  the  communicative 
dispontion  of  M.  De  Chaumont.  The  course  we  have  adopted 
requires  tte  insertion  of  the  letter. 

'<  He  has  written  to  an  officer  under  my  command  a  whole 
abeet  on  the  subject  of  your  letter,  and  has  even  introduced 
m^e  than  perhaps  was  necessary  to  a  person  commanding  in 
^ef.  I  have  also  strong  reasons  to  -think  that  this  officer  is 
not  the  only  improper  person  here  to  whom  be  has  written  te 
the  same  effect.  This  is  surely  a  strange  infetuation,  and  it 
is  much  to  be  lamented  that  one  of  the  best  hearts  in  the  world 
sliould  be  connected  with  a  mistaken  head,  who^  errors  caa 
ttfford  him  neither  {Measure  nor  profit,  but  may  effect  the  ruin 
and  dishonour  of  a  man  whom  he  esteems  and  loves.  Believe 
me,  my  worthy  sir,  I  dread  the  thoughts  of  seeing  this  suliject 
too  soon  in  print,  as  I  have  done  several  others  of  greater 
importance,  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  and  which  I  am 
certain  he  communicated  too  early  to  improper  persons,  whereby 
very  important  services  have  been  impeded  and  set  aside.** 

In  a  margmal  note,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Jones,  he  says : 
"  I  found  it  in  print  before  I  reached  Holland*"  At  the  present 
day,  it  would  have  been  in  type  in  a  week. 

The  Bon  Homme  Richard,  on  inspection,  at  L'Orient,  was 
Ibun^  too  dd  for  necessary  alterations,  and  fit  only  for  extemr 
porary  service.  The  bowsprit  was  found  to  be  sprung,  which  re- 
quired attention.  The  Allianoe  was  also  hove  down  and  careened. 
<<  Notwithstanding,"  Jones  wrote  to  Franklin,  <' the  little  squad- 
'  ron  will  not  be  detained,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  execution  of 
your  orders^  When  we  meet  with  the  enemy's  property  of  ns 
great  value,  or  thtU  cannot  be  conveniently  sent  into  ports, 
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would  it  not  be  proper  to  '  sink,  bitrn,  or  athervise  destroy' 
such  property  ?  I  have  had  such  charge  in  my  instructions  from 
Confess;  and  it  is,  therefore,  that  I  mentiw  it  now-  I 
would  also  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  I  may  or  may  nQ|  attomfA 
to  avail  myself  pf  every  opportunity  that  may  seem  to  preseot 
itself  to  distress  the  enemy,"  In  a  marginal  note,  he  says,  "  I 
have  ever  made  this  my  study." 

On  the  14th  of  this  month,  he  wrote  to  M.  Chaumont  on 
matters  purely  of  a  business  nature,  but  in  a  most  cordial  and 
affectionate  strain ;  proceeding  with  policy  as  he  deemed,  no 
doubt,  upon  his  hypothesis,  that  the  heart  of  that  gentleman 
was  good,  though  his  mind  was  not  strong.  He  concluded  by 
saying :  ^'  I  thank  you,  not  as  a  matter  of  form,  but  as  a  man 
who  really  esteems  himself  honoured  by  your  friendship,  for  the 
constant  attention  which  you  show  to  my  honour,  and  to  the 
American  interest.  I  faithfully  assure  you,  that  nothing  could 
make  me  so  happy  as  to  testify  my  regard  for  you,  by  render- 
ing some  real  honour  to  the  American  flag,  and  some  real  service 
to  the  best  of  kings.  Thus  much  you  may  safely  venture  to 
say,  when  alone  with  the  minister  at  YersaiUes." 

In  pursuance  of  the  desire  of  M.  de  Sartine,  M.  Chamillard 
de  YarviUe  was  admitted  to  the  command  en  second  of  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard.  On  the  19th,  Franklin  lengthened  the  cruise, 
at  De  Sartine's  request,  to  the  end  of  September,  to  give  a  longer 
time  for  finishing  it  at  the  Orcades.  On  the  26th,  Jones  wrote 
Franklin,  that  he  had  advices  that  the  Jamaica  fleet  would  sail 
homewards,  escorted  by  a  fifty  gun  ship  and  two  frigates,  and 
that  he  should  certainly  engage  them  if  he  fell  in  with  them, 
though  his  ships  would  probably  be  too  much  cut  up  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  convoy.  He  urged  the  convenience  of  attach 
ing  the  Monsieur  frigate,  a  privateer,  to  his  command,  which 
had  been  spoken  of  when  he  was  at  Paris,  and  whidi  would 
give  him  a  superiority  over  the  convoy.  On  the  28th,  he  wrote, 
in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  which  had  been 
Md  for  the  trial  of  several  alleged  offences,  on  board  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard.     Notwithstanding  the  <<  martial  spirit"  shown 
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by  his  seameo^uithe  affiur  wHh  the  two  frigates^  he  observed  a 
^mutinoiis  diifM36ition  among  the  English,  ^*  who  remained  on 
bbard  from  necessity,  and  not  from  choice,"  after  he  had  been 
forbidden  to  enlist  the  French  seamen.     He  had  learned  from 
Franklin,  that  accounts  of  these  insurrectionary  symptoms  had 
reached  the  ears  of  M.  De  Sartine,  with  whom  he  was  not  in 
immediate  correspondence;    and  was  much  annoyed  by  it. 
While  the  proce^ings  before  the  court  martial  were  pending, 
the  suggestions  made  by  Jones  to  Franklin  are  creditable  to  his 
good  sense.  Two  quarter-masters  were  charged  with  conspiracy 
at  sea,  agaiiistwhom  the  evidence  was  strong.     *'  Should  any 
person,''  he  says,  "  be  condemned  to  death,  I  will  suspend  the 
execution'of  the  sentence,  until  I  have  your  orders  on  the  subject. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  I  Mrish  to  give  no  offence  in  a  foreign  port,  I 
submit  to  you,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  this  pro- 
ceeding known  at  Versailles.     Should  I  depart  from  hence, 
before  I  receive  your  orders,  if  there  be  any  sentence  of  death,  I 
wiJi  leave  the  condemned  in  prison  on  shore ;  and  you  may  be 
assured  that  the  court  will  proceed  with  due  circumspection  and 
lenity,  as  far  as  may  be  consonant  with  tbe  rules  of  the  service.'* 
The  sentences  of  this  courti  however,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  who  was  cashiered,  as 
before  mentioned,  amoupted  only  to  Whipping. 

Any  further  delay  than  that  which  repairs  occasioned  would 
have  been  particularly  vexatious  at  this  time,  as  in  compliance 
with  the  minister's  desire,  Franklin  would  have  given  orders  to 
the  Alliance  to  sail  on  a  separate  cruise.  One  hundred  and 
nineteen  American  prisoners  had  arrived  in  a  cartel  at  Nantes, 
and  M.  Chaumont  paid  a  visit  to  the  seaboard  to  obtain  a  better 
crew  for  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  On  the  eve  of  his  depar- 
ture, he  informed  Franklin  in  a  note,  that  it  would  probably  be 
necessary  to  retard  the  sailing  of  that  vessel,  until  she  was  more 
properly  manned  ;  in  which  case  M.  De  Sartine  desired  that 
Captain  Landais  might  have  orders  to  put  to  sea  forthwith 
from  L'Orieut,  to  cruise  on  the  north  of  Scotland  until  the  end 
of  September. 
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The  strange  commaiMfer  of  the  Allkuice,  if  ha  dU  not  iosti- 
gate  this  order,  would  no  doubt  have  been  well  pleased  with  k/ 
going  into  effect.  What  figure  he  would  have  cut  upon  the 
coasts,  on  his  own  accouii^,  cannpt  be  conjectured*  Bat  the 
visit  of  M.  Chaumont  was  in  every  respect  unacceptable  to 
Jones,  who  told  the  minister,  *^  this  second  journey  of  M.  Cha«- 
mont  was  altogether  unneceaaary ;  as  I  had,  before  his  arrirai 
at  L'Orient,  sent  officers  to  Nantes  to  enlist  Americans,  and 
had  also  enlisted  as  many  of  the  strangers  as  were  willii^  to 
embark  at  L'Orient." 

The  contents  and  date  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Jones'  eldest 
sister  about  this  time,  which  has  been  accidentally  preserved, 
make  us  acquainted  with  a  pleasing  trait  in  his  character^ 
which  should  not  be  overlooked,  though  it  here  interrupts  the 
current  of  the  narrative.  The  letter  is  dated  Cork,  June  1st, 
and  ei^oses  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  for  thirty  pounds  steriing 
,  en  a  person  in  Carlisle,  in  favour  of  Captain  Pliance,  a  friend 
of  Jones'  relations,  for  whose  use  he  had  made  the  remittance. 
The  drawee  could  not  be  heard  of,  and  with  similar  remittances, 
which  Jones  had  made  from  time  to  time,  this  failed  in  coming 
to  the  hands  of  those  for  whom  it  was  destined.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances, with  many  others,  some  of  which  will  appear, 
proves  that  he  never  forgot  or  ceased  to  cherish  those  who  were 
nearest  to  him  in  blood.  In  reply  to  a  letter  from  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Taylor,  at  a  subsequent  period,  inf9rming  him  of  the  death 
of  his  mother  and  eldest  sister,  he  says,  '<  The  loss  of  those 
dear  friends  is  the  more  affecting  to  me,  as  they  never  received 
the  remittances  I  intended  for  them,  and  as  they  had  not,  per- 
haps a  true  idea  of  my  affection." 

The  Monsieur,  described  as  a  fine  privateer  of  forty  guns, 
and  the  Grandville  of  fourteen,  joined  the  squadron.  Their 
captains,  Jon^  says,  *<  requested  him  to  permit  them  to  follow 
his  motions,  and  share  his  fortune ;  and  offered  to  com6  under 
any  obligation  not  to  leave  the  squadron.  But  the  commmatfy 
thought  fit  to  leave  the  privateers  to  act  on  the  great  scale  of 
honour,  and  would  hear  of  no  obligation  being  taken  from  them." 


-<^' 
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Tli^re  can  b«  Kttle  qttefltiofi,  that  M*  Cbaumoot  hml  no  autha 
rity  to  give  tbese  FOMels  any  other  character  than  that  which 
they  poaooMed,  nor  had  Jones  any  commissions  to  gire  their 
commanders,  M.  Chaumoat  was  either  iaatnicted,  or  deemed 
H  necessary)  to  require  the  commanders  of  the  squadron  to  sign 
a  paper,  called  a  amcordat^  as  intimated  in  a  letter  written  by 
him  two  months  before,  which  we  have  cited.  Jones  subse* 
quently  complained,  that  it  was  imposed  upon  him  at  the 
moment  of  departure,  and  said  he  would  have  rejected  it  with 
indignation  if  offered  at  the  beginning.  It  was  the  fruitful 
source  of  many  bitter  commentaries ;  and  a  reference  to  it  never 
failed  to  operate  as  an  oeslrumj  exciting  angry  or  sarcastic 
remark.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  having  read  it,  he 
did  sign  it;  and  that  in  his  earliest  letters  to  M.  Chaumont 
after  sailing,  he  made  no  allusion  to  it.  By  this  instrument, 
the  five  captains,  Jones,  Landais,  Cottineau,  yarage,and  Ricot, 
«<  composing  a  squadron  to  be  commanded  by  the  oldest  officer 
of  the  highest  grade,  and  so  on  in  succession,  in  case  of  death 
or  retreat,"  agreed,  that,  unless  separated  from  the  squadron 
by  order  of  the  minister,  each  should  act  only  by  virtue  of 
the  brevet  which  they  should  have  obtained  from  the  United 
States,  whose  flag  was  to  be  displayed.  The  division  of  prizes 
to  the  officers  and  crews  was  to  be  made  according  to  the 
American  laws ;  but  the  proportion  of  each  vessel*  was  to  be 
regulated  by  the  minister  of  the  French  marine  and  the 
American  minister.  A  copy  of  the  American  laws  was  to 
be  annexed  to  the  agreement,  after  having  been  certified  by 
Jones.  Where  their  provisions  were  inadeipiate,  the  matter 
was  to  be  determined  as  above  mentioned.  The  orders  of  the 
French  minister  of  marine  and  of  the  American  plenipotei^ry 
were  to  be  executed.    The  prizes  were  to  be  remitted  to  H« 


*  The  date  of  the  caneordM  it  not  fixed.  But  on  the  19th  Aagost,  the  day  before 
heeailed,  Joaet  wrote  to  FnmkUn  that  be  wae  petioaded  he  wovM  tfaittk  it  viTeaiMni- 
ahli  that  the  captain  ef  the  VeBgeasee  ihiMUd  9hairettqiisll^«itfithfteaptaaQf  the" 
PalUa,  Ac.    He  did  not,  therefore,  object  to  thia  article. 
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Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  tcAo  had  furnished  the  expenses  of  the 
armament  of  the  squadroUy  and  who  was  to  be  requeued  not  to 
give  up  the  part  of  the  prizes  accruing,  to  all  the  crews,  and  to 
i  any  indiiridual  of  the  squadron,  but  to  their  order,  and  to  be 

answerable  in  his  own  name.  Armed  vessels,  whether  Frendi 
or  American,  might  be  associated  with  the  squadron  by  commdn 

^  consent,  and  have  such  proportion  of  the  prizes,  as  the  laws  of  their 

respective  countries  allowed.     In  case  of  the  death  of  a  com 

^  mander,  he  was  to  be  replaced  according  to  the  order  of  the 

*  UMeau  ;  with  liberty  to  the  person  entitled,  however,  to  rismain 

in  his  own  vessel  and  yidd  the  vacancy  to  the  next.     In  case 

of  any  accident  happening  to  M.  Yarage,  of  the  Cerf,  he  was  to 

be  replaced  by  bis  second  in  command,  &c. 

On  the  face  of  these  articles  there  appears  nothing  that  does 

I  not  seem  plain  ieind  equitable. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  Jones  issued  his  circular  to  the  cap- 

I  tains  of  the  squadron,  directing  them  never  to  chase  so  as  to 

lose  company,  and,  if  separated  from  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 

\  to  open  their  letters  of  rendezvous.     On  the  13th  he  addressed 

La  FayettQ,  evidently  under  an  erroneous  impi'es^ion  as  to  the 
causes  which  had  prevented  the  IMEajor  General  from  joining 
him.  He  mentioned  that  he  had  determined  before  receiving 
the  last  letter  from  him,  to  propose  another  project,  which  he 
was  sure  would  have  been  adopted  by  La  Fayette.  He  thanked 
him  for  the  company  and  assistance  of  Messrs.  Weibert  and 
Chamillard. 

At  day  break  on  the  14th  August,  the  squadron  sailed  from 
Groix,  consisting  of  seven  sail,  including  the  two  privateers* 
"Unfortunately,"  say^  Jones,  "there  was  neither  secrecy  nor 
subordination.  Captain  Jones  saw  his  danger ;  but  his  reputa- 
tion being  at  stake,  he  put  all  to  the  hazard."  On  the  18(li, 
they  "  retook  a  large  ship  belonging  to  Holland,  laden  chiefly 
with  brandy  and  wine,  that  had  been  destined  from  Barcelona 
for  Dunkirk,  and  tak^i  eight  days  before  by  an  English  priva- 
teer.    The  captain  of  the  Monsieuri  however,  took  out  of  this 
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firize  Aich  artides  as  he  pleased  h^  the  night,  and  the  next  day 
behig.afltern  of  the  squadron  and  to  windward,  be  aotualtyi  wrote 
ord^s  mku  proper  name^  and  sent  away  the  prize  under  one  of 
his  own  officers/'  The  commodore,  however,  not  understand- 
ing the  pro}niety  of  this  disposition  oidie  Ve^rwagttMg^  (the  name 
of  the  Dutch  ship,)  sent  her  to  L'Orient,  with  a  letter  to  M. 
Chaumont ;  and  the  Monsieur,  after  detaining  the  squadron  for 
twenty-four  hours,  by  lagging  behind,  separated  from  it 
altogether.  On  the  21st,  a  brigantine  was  taken,  loaded  with 
proTisions,  from  Limerick  to  London,  and  jsent  to  L'Orient.  On 
the  23d,  in  sight  pf  €ape  Clear  and  the  S.  W.  part  of  Ireland, 
Jones  had  the  first  specimen  of  what  he  was  to  expect  from 
Captain  Lcuidais.  We  quote  from  his  official  account. 
.  **  That  afternoon,  it  being  calm,  I  sent  some  armed. boats  to 
take  a  brigantine  that  appeared  in  the  N«  W.  quarter.  Soon 
after,  in  the  evening,  it  became  necessary  to  have  a  boat  ahead 
of  the  ship  to  tow,  as  the  helm  could  not  prevent  her  from  laying 
across  the  tide  of  flood,  which  would  have  driven  us  into  a  deep 
and  dangerous  bay,  situated  between  the  rocks  on  the  south 
called  the  Skallocks,  and  on  the  north  called  the  Blaskets. 
The  ship's  boats  being  absent,  I  sent  my  own  barge  ahead  to 
tow  the  ship.  The  boats  took  the  brigantine ;  she  was  called 
the  Fortune,  and  bound  with  a  cargo  of  oil,  blubber,  and  staves, 
from  Newfoundland  for  Bristol ;  this  vessel  I  ordered  to  proceed 
immediately  for  Nantes  or  St.  Malo.  Soon  after  sunset  the 
villains  who  towed  the  ship,  cut  the  tow  rope  and  decamped 
with  my  barge.  Sundry  shots  were  fired  to  bring  them  to, 
without  effect;  in  the  mean  time  the  master  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  without  orders,  manned  one  of  the  ship's  boats,  and 
with  four  soldiers  pursued  the  barge  in  order  to  stop  the  de* 
sorters.  The  evening  was  dear  and  serene,  but  the  zeal  of  that 
officer,  Mr.  Cutting  Lunt,  induced  him  to  pursue  too  far,  and  a 
fog  which  came  on  soon  afterward  prevented  the  boats  from 
rcyoining  the  ship,  although  I  caused  signal  guns  to  be  frequently 
fired.  The  fog  and  cahn-  continued  the  next  day  till  towards 
evenings    la  the  afternoon,  Captain  Landais  came  on  board 
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tlie  Bon  Homme  Rkhard  apd  behaved  towards  me  with  great 
disrespect^  affirming  in  the  most  indeUeate  manaer  and  huiguage» 
that  I  had  lost  my  boats  and  people- through  my  impnidenee  in 
sending  boats  to  take  a  prize !  He  persisted  in  his  reproecbe% 
though  be  was  assured  by  Messrs*  I>e  Weibert  and  De  Cha« 
millard,  that  the  barge  was  towing  the  ship  at  the  time  of  elope- 

-  meat,  and  that  she  bad  not  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  prize* 
He  was  affronted,  because  I  would  not  the'  day  before  suffer 
him  to  chase  without  my  cMrders,  and  to  approach  the  dangerous 
shore  I  have  already  mentioned,  where  he  was  an  entire 
s^ranga-,  and  where  diere  was  not  sufficient  wind  to  gorem  a 
Mp*  He  told  me  he  was  the  only  American  in  the  squadron, 
and  was  determined  to  fc^w  his  own  opinion  in  chasing  whea 
and  where  he  thou^t  prefer,  and  in  erery  other  matter  that 

«-  concerned  the  service  7  and  that  if  we  continued  in  that  situation 
three  days  longer^  the  squadron  would  be  taken."  This  account 
of  the  behaviour  of  Landais  on  this  occasion  is  confirmed,  with 
immaterial  variations,  by  several  respectable  officers  present. 
His  gestures  w^e  as  violent  and  indecorous  as  his  language. 
The  declaration  of  Lieutenant  Oolonel  Weibert,  aftarwards  of 
the  corps  of  American  engineers,  then  Jones'  Lieutenant,  leads 
tu  to  infer  that  this  uninspired  roadnmn  may  have  been  exas- 
perated, hj  misunderstanding  the  Reproof  vaUamt  for  the  LU 
direei.  Colonel  Weibert,  says  :  ^<  The  commodore  did  not  say 
to  M*  Landais,  '  you  lie,'  but,  ^  it  is  an  antrutb,'  [referring  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  boats  had  been  lost,]  '  which  M.  Lan* 
dais  was  pleaved  to  interpret  as  a  fofrmal  givimg  ike  lie;  who 
was  never  able  to  overcome  his  peevish,  obstinate,  turbolettt, 
and  ungovernable  temper,  which  he  oonstantly  showed  during 
the  whole  of  the  campaign."  He  adds  that  Landan  rendered 
Us  insulting  expressions  in  English  immediately  into  French ; 
in  order  that  M.  Chamillard,  who  was  present,  might  apprdiend 
their  import.  As  Jones  could  not  find  o«t  the  character  of  this 
ftemx  ckokdier  at  once,  he  certainly  praved  the  sincerity  of  Im 
professions  by  ftifajugatiag  his  anger  to  the  great  interest  he  had 
iit  hearth     He  mast  soon  have  began  to  suspect  that  there  was 
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ft  criek  in  the  eaptain'a  judgmept.    He  was  afterward  induced 
to  coimder  bim  a  Bli^r  Longbow.* 

The  Cerf  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  coast,  and  endeavour 
tio  recover  the  boats  and  people.  After  standing  off  and  on  the 
coast  till  the  evening  of  the  2^,  neither  the  Cerf  nor  the  boats 
appeared.  The  C^,  Jon^s  says  in  his  Journal,  was  seen  by 
Mr.  Lont,  the  master,  on  the  day  she  was  sent  to^reconnoitre; 
and  he  approadied  her  gladly,  '*  but  that  cutter  thep  hoisting 
Bnglish  o^urs  and  iBring  at  the  boat,  the  unhappy  Mr.  Lunt 
imagined  himself  mistaken,  landed,  and  was  made  prisoner* 
Thus  Captain  Jones  lost  from  the  crew  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Riehard,  the  master  and  another  officer;  with  twenty  of  his 
best  seamen*  Mr.  ^unt  was  reconducted  to  a  wretched  dun- 
gecm  in  England,  where  he  formerly  had  long  experience  of 
English  cruelty,  from  whence,  it  is  reported,  he  was  at  last 
relieved  by  death."  The  cutter  was  not  subsequently  found  at 
the  first  or  second  rendesvous.  She  had  returned  to  France ;  . 
and  the  Grandville  having  secured  a  prize,  on  the  26th,  followed 
her  ezami^.  The  evening  of  that  day  was  very  stormy ;  and, 
against  his  own  judgment,  as  he  says,  but  in  consequence  of 
Msertions  made  by  Landais,  he  left  a  station  where  he  would 
have  preferred  remaining  a  week  longer.  In  his  Journal  for 
the  King,  he  says, ''  it  was  his  intention  to  cruise  off  the  south 
west  coast  of  Ireland  for  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  in  order  to  inter- 
rupt the  enemy's  homeward  bound  East  India  ships,  that  he  had 
been  informed  from  England  would  return  without  convoy,  and 
steer  for  that  point  of  land.  But  Ctq^tain  Landais  of  the 
Alliance  b^an  to  speak  and  act  as  though  he  had  not  been 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Jones ;  and  made  great  objec- 
tions to  remaining  on  that  coast,  expressing  a]^rehension,  that 
the  enemy  would  send  a  superior  force."  Jones  made  the 
signal  for  the  course,  and  steered  to  the  northward  ;  but  Cap- 
tain Landais  chose  to  alter  his  course  two  points  by  the  compass, 


*  See  Appe&diz  No.  Vm. 
21 


170  PAUL  JONES. 

on  the  same  night,  and  was  not  seen  again  until  the  Slst,  when 
he  rejoined  the  squadron  with  a  Letter  of  Marque,  which  he 
had  taken,  of  20  guns,  bound  from  Liverpool  for  Jamaiea,  with 
a  valuable  cargo.  He  appeared  in  sight  while  Jones  was  giving 
chase  to  another  Letter  of  Marque,  off  cape  Wrath,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Union,  of  22  guns,  from  London  for  Quebec, 
with  a  cargo  of  great  value ;  consisting  of  sails,  rigging,  anchorH, 
cables,  &c.  for  the  enemy's  vessels  on  the  lakes.  Neither  of 
these  vessels  made  any  resistance.  Owing  to  Landais  hoisting 
American  colours,  though  English  were  flying  cm  board  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  the  public  despatches  on  board  the  Union 
were  lost.  Landais  sent  a  quaint  message,  to  know  wbelhw 
Jones  or  he  should  man  the  prize ;  as,  ii|^.  the  latter  case,  he 
would  suffer  no  boat  nor  person  from  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
to  go  near  her.  Ridiculous  as  this  was,  Jones  says  be  yielded 
to  it  ibf  the  sake  of  peace,  and  received  the  pnaoners  on  board 
his  riiip,  w:hile  the  prize  was  manned  from  the  Alliance.  On 
the  same  afternoon,  and  on  the  next  morning,  Landais  reftised 
to  obey  Jones'  signals,  and  on  the  dd  of  September  acted  in 
direct  opposition  to  his  orders,  in  relation  to  the  two  prizes  he 
had  been  ordered  to  bring  to  the  rendezvous.  He  sent  them  to 
Bergen  in  Norway,  where  they  were  given  up  to  the  English 
by  the  Danish  government.  Li  the  evening  of  the  4th,  the  com- 
modore sent  for  the  captains  to  come  on  board  of  his  ship,  to 
consult  on  future  operations.  Landais  refused  to  comply,  and 
sent  back  several  uncivil  messages,  and  an  extraordinary  letter. 
Mr.  Mease,  the  purser,  a  very  gallant  man,  at  first  alone,  and 
subsequently  with  Captain  Cottineau  and  M.  Chamillard,  in  vam 
went  on  board  of  the  Alliance,  to  intercede  with  the  dongfaty 
sea  Achilles.  He  ^'  spoke  of  Captain  Jones  in  terms  highly 
disrespectful  and  insolent ;  and  said  he  would  see  him  on  shore, 
when  they  must  kill  one  or  the  other,  &e.'*  On  the  night  of 
the  6th,  (in  the  words  of  the  epitaph  on  a  tablet  erected  to  him 
in  one  of  the  New  York  churches,)  *  il  disparut.^  A  gale  com- 
menced blowing  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  which  continued 
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IW  wnne  days^  ml  fjandaii  wf^ntei  from  Im  oooflorts  with 
two  small  jHTizes  whkk  he  had  picked  up.  The  Pallas  and 
Vengeance  alone  remained  with  the  Bon  Homme  Richard ;  and 
the  wmds  continued  cinitrary,  so  that  land  was  not  seen  until 
the  evening  of  the  18th,  when  the  Cheviot  hills  in  the  south 
east  of  Scotland  became  radble*  Joi^s  {Mroceeds  to  say  in  his 
Journal:  ** Though  much  weakened  and  embarrassed  with 
prisoners,  he  was  anxious  to  teach  the  enemy  humanity,  by 
some  exemplary  stroke  of  retaliation,  and  to  relieve  the  remain- 
der of  the  Americans  from  captivity  in  England,  as  well  as  to 
make  a  diversion  in  the  north,  to  favour  a  formidable  descent 
which  he  then  expected  would  have  been  made  on  the  south 
side  of  Great  Britain,  under  cover  of  the  great  combined  fleet. 
He  sent  for  the  captains  of  the  Pallas  and  Vengeance,  and  com- 
municated to  them  his  intentions;  but  after  spending  the  whole 
night,  all  his  arguments  on  the  side  of  honour  and  humanity 
failed.  He  then  spoke  to  their  ruling  passion,  and  showed  them 
a  large  heap  of  gold,  at  the  end  of  the  prospect.  He  was  now 
heard  with  attention ;  and  they  entered  warmly  into  his  project, 
which  was,  to  lay  Leith,  and  perhaps  Edinburgh,  under  a  con- 
tribi^n.''  He  was  apprized  that  an  armed  ship  of  20  gum 
and  two  or  three  fine  cutters  lay  in  Leith  road ;  and,  had  he  been 
alone,  he  says,  <^  the  wind  being  favourable,  I  would  have  pro- 
ceeded directly  up  the  Firth,  and  must  have  succeeded ;  as  they 
lay  there  in  a  state  of  perfect  indolence  and  security,  which 
would  have  proved  their  ruin.  Unfortunately  for  me,  the  Pallas 
and  Vengeance  were  both  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the 
offing ;  they  having  chased  to  the  southward ;  this  obliged  us 
to  steer  out  of  the  Firth  again  to  meet  them." 

The  prospect  of  levying  £200,000  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Leith  having  prevailed  upon  the  French  Commanders  to 
assent  to  the  enterprise,  every  order  was  given  for  taking  the 
guard  ship  and  cutters,  and  every  disposition  made  for  landing 
troops  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chamillard.  The  summons 
to  the  magistrates  fji  Leith,  and  the  capitulation  they  were  to 
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sign  werB]»<epared  ;*  bat  **9o  much  time  had  been  anavoMhbiy 
spent  in  pointed  remarks,  and  sage  deliberati«is,  that  mf^^ 
that  the  wind  became  eontrary  in  the  UKHiiing." 

The  following  note  in  his  own  hand  writing,  is  subjoined  to  a 
copy  of  this  summons.  '^  N.  B.  The  sudden  and  violent  storm 
which  arose  in  the  moki^it  when  the  squadron  was  abreast  ci 


*  ^  The  Honourable  Captain  Jones,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can squadron  now  in  Europe,  on  board  die  American  sfaip  of  war 
the  Bon  Homme  Richafd,  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Leith,  Septem- 
ber the  —,  1779. 
^  To  the  Worshipful  the  Provost  of  Leith,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the 
.  Chief  Magistrate  who  is  now  actually  present  and  in  authority  there. 
**  Sir — ^The  British  marine  force  that  has  been  stationed  here  for 
the  protection  of  your  ci^  and  commerce,  being  now  taken  by  the  Amer- 
ican arms  under  my  command,  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  this  fay 
my  officer.  Lieutenant  Colonel  de  ChamiUard,  who  coonmands  the 
vanguard  of  my  troops.     I  do  not  wish  to  distress  the  poor  inhabitants; 
my  intention  is  only  to  demand  your  contribution  towards  the  reim- 
bursement which  Britain  owes  to  the  much  injured  citizens  of  America. 
Savages  woidd  blush  at  the  unmanly  violation  and  rapaci^  that  hM 
marked  the  tracks  of  British  tyranny  in  America,  from  which  neither 
virgin  ianoeenoe,  nor  heli^ess  age  has  been  a  plea  of  protection  or  pity. 
**  Leith  and  its  port  nowlays  at  our  mercy ;  and  did  not  the  plea  of 
humanity  stay  the  hand  of  just  retaliation,  I  should,  wUkmd  adt>erti$^ 
ment^  lay  it  in  ashes.    Before  I  proceed  to  that  i  stern  duty  as  an  officer, 
my  dutj  as  a  man  induces  me  to  propose  to  you,  by  the  means  of  a 
reasonable  ransom,  to  prevent  such  a  scene  of  horror  and  distress.  For 
this  reason  I  have  authorized  Lieutenant  Colonel  de  Camillard  to  con- 
clude and  agree  with  you  on  the  terms  of  ransom,  allowing  you  exactly 
half  an  hour's  reflection  before  you  finally  accept  or  reject  the  terms . 
which  he  shall  propose. 

**  If  you  accept  the  terms  offered,  within  the  time  limited,  you  may 
rest  as^bred  that  no  farther  debellation  of  troops  will  be  made,  but 
that  the  re-embarkation  of  the  vanguard  wiU  immediately  fbllow,  and 
that  the  proper^  of  the  citizens  shall  remain  unmolested. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  du%'* 
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Keitb-iflhutid,  (fanUkodi  Uud,)  wbioh  forms  the  eatnnee  of 
tlie  road  of  Leitli,  renclered  impracticaUe  the  exeoutrai  of  the 
Ibregotngjiroject.'^  Jones  did  net,  however,  abandon  readify 
i^hat  he  bad  so  resolntefy  undertahen,  notwiUistandiag  he  must 
have  been  aware,  as  was  the  fact,  that  the  alarm  had  become 
genial  on  the  diore,  and  in  th^  interior.*    An  eatress  reached 


*  Tha  Mowias  «itnieli  ftrai  Eai^iih  newqpapois  may  not  he  wiiBtowering, 

From  ffte  Ltmiom  ChrdrndeefSq^tmbtr^  1779. 
**  Ymoiisy  nt  ezpran  «^riir«dl  with  n  aeoont,  tbM  llw  fwmm  Pa«l  Jtaef^  ( wh# 
mame  time  aiaoe  pfamdered  the  home  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  on  the  ooait  of,Soot(aiidr ' 
andeadetToored  toaet  fire  to  the  town  of  WhitehaTen,  and  after  an  obstinate  engage- 
ment took  the  Drake  sloop  of  war)  has  made  his  appearance  on  oar  coasts  with  three 
ships  of  fbroe  ander  his  oommand.  Bemg  m  want  of  provisioos  and  fresh  wat^,  be 
landed  a  namber  of  men,  who  carried  off  a  parcel  of  sheep  and  <nen,  for  which  he 
bonntifbnj  paid  the  owners,  and  immediately  weighed  anchor,  without  committing 
any  aoit  of  hostility  on  the  inhabitants.  The  drift  and  intention  of  this  adrentnrer  is 
to  intneept  our  linen  ahips,  and  to  watch  for  some  of  tiie  East  India  fleet,  that  are 
dailyofecledtotoaehatOork.  H»  orders,  it  seems,  arato  keep  ctose  to  the  shore, 
and  kok  into  oar  ports,  to  give  intelligence  of  ov  sitoation  to  the  nnited  fleets.  The 
aboTe  came  ezprees  ftom  Dublin  to  London,  dated  38th  of  Avgnst,  1779." 

FramilkLomdon  Cfcnmicfe ^ Sytwwfer iatM770. 
*'  The  American  squadron  which  sailed  ftom  Brest  about  the  16th  July,  under  the 
eommand  of  Paal  Joaes,  consists  «f  one  frigate  of  40  guns,  mounted  on  one  deck,  two 
98  gun  frigates,  two  Salem  prirateers  of  18  and  90  guns,  and  a  tender  of  10  guns.  The 
pBfpoee  of  this  sqaadroa  is  to  interoept  the  Tietaallers  fimn  Corkier  North  Amerkm. 
They  hare  ilvaady  taken  two  proTision  ship*  to  New  Yoik,  several  trading  vessels, 
and  hare  maofa  alarmed  the  coasts  of  Irekvd.'' 

fVoia  lis  sonis  piqper  ^  Ssplemftsr  14</k,  1779. 
**  Eltraet  of  a  letter  iVom  Corii,  Au^hst  teth,  1779.«We  have  this  mondng  received 
aa  express  ftom  Trslee,  acquainting  us  that  the  coast  officer  at  Inveragfa  had  advised 
them,  that  on  the  23d,  in  Che  morning,  seven  m^  landed  there  fiom  an  open  boat, 
who  said  they  had  eeeaped  the  preceding  night,  firom  a  ship4N)k>ngtng  to  the  squadron 
of  Paul  Jones,  wluch  sailed  from  Frinoe  on  the  10th  instant,  where  they  had  sup{4ied 
themselves  with  a  large  quantity  of  combustibles.  They  had  taken  fl>ur  prises,  oae 
of  wliiehwss  called  the  May  Fk>wer,  bound  to  London.  At  one  o'clock  the  same  day, 
17  men  more  landed  at  that  place,  supposed  to  be  in  pursuit  of  the  above  seiren.  The 
aqoadion  lay  at  the  BkdlisL,  in  full  view,  and  the  country  was  in  aa  upfoar,  when  the 
advices  came  awi^.  The  first  men  who  hmded,  said,  that  Jones'  intention  was  to 
aeour  the  coast,  and  bum  as  many  places  as  he  could.  Therewereanumber  of  French 
onboard. 
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EdintNflrgk  on  tbe  15lh»  «iuiaimeiiig  tfaul  thvels  0Mu^  sbipv 
trereseen  off  Eyemouth  on  tbe  afternooa  of  the  preoeding  ^y. ; 
and  that  a  ship,  mpposed  to  motint  40  or  50  guiit>  had  been 
eeeii  off  Dunbar*  At  5  p.  M^on  the  15tb,  Uiey  were  distinct^ 
seen  from  Edudburgh,  sailing  up  the  Frith  of  Forth;  butm^ether 
they  were  French  vesseit,  or  the  squadron  of  Paul  Jones,  waa 
not  ascertained.  Batteries  were  hastily  erected  at  Leith,  and 
the  trades  petitioned  for  arms,  which  were  supplied  from  the 
easde  of  Edinburgh.  So  runs  die  oft  told  story  which  I  tran- 
scribe. Jones  sayp :  '^  We  continued  working  to  windward  up 
the  Frith  without  braig  able  to  reach  the  road  of  Leidi,  tifl  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  when,  being  almost  within  cannon  shot 
of  the  town,  having  every  thing  in  readiness  for  a  descent,  a 
Fery  severe  gale  of  wind  came  on,  and  being  directly  contrary, 
obliged  us  to  bear  away,  after  having  in  vain  endeavoured  for 
some  time  to  withstieuid  its  violence.  .The  gale  was  so  severe, 
tha(  one  of  the  prizes  that  had  been  taken  on  the  14th  sunk  to 
the  bottom,  the  ctew  being  with  difficulty  saved.  As  the  alarm 
by  this  time  had  reached  Leith,  by  means  of  a  cutter  that  had 
watched  our  motions  that  morning,  and  as  the  wind  continued 
contrary,  (though  more  moderate  in  the  evening,)  I  thought  it 


'*  MbliB,  AofMt  S7tk.-4  am  diiMled  Ibitiiwith  to  mdw  t^ 

dwBMMtsHMiihviBttUMr,  thitall  penoai,  putaenliri j  tfaoM  rtfysal  m  tke  «Mgt, 

may  be  on  thtur  gnud  to  rspel  anjr  hofliUtf . 

"  By  order  of  tbe  Conununonen, 

"  Jos.  L'EsTKAirGi,  Dep.  Coll.** 
•     # 

FVom  dm  Wkermtm  Jomrml  pf  S^miw  UL 
^  Cwton  Homo,  Dvbliii,  Aagut  87th. — Sir  Richard  Herron,  by  direction  of  hie 
Ezeellenoy  the  Lord  lievtenant,  ha*  oommnnicated  to  the  board  inteUifenoe  which 
his  Ezcelleney  has  received,  that  on  the  24th  instant,  at  1  o'clock,  seven  men  landed 
at  BallinskeUiz  in  the  eoan^  of  Keny,  firom  a  fUgato  celled  the  Bon  Homme,  com- 
manded by  Panl  Jones,  monnting  40  guns,  having  in  company  the  Alliance  of  96,  the 
Fellas  of  32,  the  Revenge  of  12,  the  Le  Grand  of  14,  and  a  large  Cntter  of  18  gVM, 
having  on  board  in  all  about  2,000  men.  The  people  imagine  that  Jones'  intentions 
are  to  seonr  the  coast,  and  bom  some  principal  towns,  having  a  qnantiQr  of  oombnsti- 
Ueeriupped  on  boaid  the  vessels  m  France* 

"  Jos.  L'EsTRAiTGi,  Dep.  CoU." 


impossible  to  pursue  the  enterprise  with  a  good  ptfmpect  of  sue- 
eess ;  espedalljras  Edmburgfa,  where  tb^re  is  ahmys  a  number 
of  troops,  is  ooHj  a  mile  distant  from  Leith;  therefore,  I  garc 
up  the  project.** 

An  incident  which  showed  how  much  the  spectatcMis  on  shore 
were  yet  in  the  dark,  occurred  on  the  lOth,  which  Jones  thus 
relates  in  his  Journal :  *'  A  member  of  the  British  ParMament 
sent  off  a  boat  from  the  north  shore,  to  give  informatioo  that 
he  was  greatly  afraid  of  Paul  Jones,  and  begging  &r  some 
pcmder  and  riiot.  Captain  Jones  set  his  fears  to  rest,  by  send- 
ing him  a  barrel  o^powder  with  a  kind  message,  but  had  no 
mdUMe  skoiJ*  The  principid  messenger  he  detainedr  as  pilot 
ftr  the  read  of  Leith.  It  appears  that  he  also  employed  the 
captain  of  a  smaH  colKer,  taken  on  the  15th,  to  assist  bun  by 
Us  knowle^e  of  the  coast ;  and  when  he  afterwards  abaadened 
the  enterprise,  be  gare  tUs  man  up  his  Temd,  *^  on  aeeoant  oi 
bis  attachment  to  America,  and  the  faithful  information  and 
important  services  he  rendered,  by  his  general  knowledge  of 
the  east  coast  of  Britain.  I  had  giren  orders  to  sink  the  old 
yessel,  when  the  tears  of  this  honest  man  prerailed  over  my 
intention.*** 


b«dpi>ri»t,  WM  Amk&w  Rgbi»o%  siaiter  cf  At  FriimJiliip,  of  KirinaMj.  AfUr 
Mng  fortwDday»k«pt  ob  botid  the  Bod  Hommd  Richudl,  aad  haTiag  kif  ihipfiveii 
wp  to  hkn  tar  *  fiutUU  inlbniiatioii,'  tad  '  impoitaat  MrdoM^'  bo  prUtaJad  tbitt 
Gonunodoio  JoneihadpotitloroMoai.  Thii,iDdeod,waotiiofaooaMoiiify  topat 
OBtboaiBur;  btttthaGoDunodorabadpioTioailxibolarodUiatbobodaDaiBtboii^to 
lanMai  pRBOf.  Tho  raaaom-paMport  ii  amairias,  from  itadatoy  aad  tbo  eiicaaM>lasoe^ 
miier  wbicb  it  wai  graated.  It  it  writton  bj  a  Froaeb  marioo  offioar,  wbo  probably 
aetod  aa  tbo  tociatarj  of  Commodora  Joaai,  bat  ia  aigiiad  hj  bimieif. 
"  <  L'HoBorable  Capitaino  Joba  Paal  Jones,  Ecajer,  oommaodaat  an  obaf  I'oieadva 

Amaricaiiie  actaaUemaat  an  Eaiopa, 
«  <  A  toot  oeaxqai  oea  prMontes  Tanront,  ipftcialoBMnt  1m  sojott  da  la  Fiance: 

<'  'Jo  eertifie  par le  prtent panapoitr ^le  le  TaiitaaB  Friondibip» aomiBandft  pat 
Aadrt  BobartBMii  da  part  da  Kiikoaldy,  el  vaaaat  da  dit  boa  pear  dlev  A  fii^  a  M 
prii  par  Taeiadia  Amerieaine  qae  je  oomnando,  ei  ^il  ei*  rasioui^:  C'oit  pow- 
fam  jo  prie  at  raqnieiv  teat  lea  njtitB  da  la  Franco  ot  do  T AnM^oe,  de  lainar  libfo* 


V. 
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ThuB  were  the  good  citizens  of  Leith  preserved  from  the 
necessity  of  opening  their  coffers,  when  two  tacks  more  would 
hare  brooght  Jones  along  side  the  enemy  in  the  road.  He 
would  not  yet  give  up  the  design  of  effecting  some  enterprise  of 
pith  upon  llie  coast.  He  tr^ted  the  humours  of  the  wind,  as 
policy  and  necessity  compelled  him  to  treat  those  of  his  absent 
associate,  Landais ;  and>  as  soon  as  the  gale  abated,  he  en- 
deaToured  to  prevail  cm  the  Captains  of  the  Pallas  and  Ven- 
^geance  to  co-operate.  But  these  gentlemen  did  not  like  the 
*^  C^ory'^  they  had  got,  the  gale,  or  the  preparation  on  shore. 
It  is  surmised  by  the  writer  of  Jones'  Life^ublished  in  Edin- 
burgh, that  he  had  designs  upon  Hull  or  Newcastle.  It  is, 
however^  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture.  M.  Cottineau  told  him, 
that  a  superior  force  would  be  sent  against  him;  and  that,  if  he 
ecmtintted  two  days  Icmger  on  the  coast,  they  would  all  betaken* 
Being  aware,  by  some  means,  which  Jcmes  ascribed  to  the  com- 


SMBt  pMwr  le  cfit  viiwim  WnmMnp,  et  ootttimier  aoa  tosnge,  mom  to  trovbltr  %u 
Ikfon  qofskoiMlM. 
4< «D<ntti6  k  la  mar  4  bordda  Bon  Homoio  Ridiird^  U  dix-Mpl  Semambre,  mil  Mpl 


**  TIm  piodigbafl  ■enMtkm  etnied  bftfaa  appeanaoeof  the  squftdnmor  Pml  Jonet 
JnttoFkitkofmmifchatdlyyetfcigoHf  mi  liw  eoait  of  FMb.  Hmto  areTWiow 
ao^iwite oC Am niiBiiar  Ml whioh  tiM daring  attrai^  nelMp^ 

tembar,  when  Jmmi  advaaaad  to  Leith,  bapponed  to  be  a  Sindi^.  Hu  iWp,  dw 
BottKoBMie  Riehard,  Mood  aft  tunaa  bo  near  the  northern  aboree  aa  to  be  diatinul^f 
aetabjlhe  orewda  aaaamhiad  on  the  bench,  and  on  the  commandiag  heigbta  in  the 
naii^nartaind  At  ana  time  the  Bon  Homme  Baehaidwaa  not  moie  than  a  mile  from 
Kiihaal^fy  athrirmg  and  weakhj  aeaport.  The  alaim  waa  natnrally  Toiy  grant  in 
that  town ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shirra,  a  worthy  and  very  eooentiic  (fiaaenting  cletgy^ 
man,  remarfcaUa  Ibr  hia  qvaint  httmonr,  inat^ad  of  holding  forth  in  die  chnrah  aa  at 
oidinafy  thnea,  wham  onthia  day  be  woald  have  had  bat  a  thin  aadBence,  repaired  to 
the  fine  level  aandy  beaeh  of  Kirhealdy,  and  aoon  artraeted  a  veiy  nnmeroaa  oengre 
gation.  Here  he  pngred  moat  fervently  and  eaneatly,  with  that  homely  and  iamBiar  . 
eloqaenoe  by  which  hia  aermona  and  prayera  ware  Aatingniahed,  that  the  enterpriae 
of'tbapiratiealinvaderPaalJonea  might  be  defeated.'  Far  once,  it  may  be  believed, 
theheartaof  a  cmigragalMmwentwith  thairmhualar.  IliatvieleaCgali,  ao  mnch 
I  by  Panl  Jcnea,  anddenly  araae ;  the  alleged  oonaaiinettoe  of  Mr.  Sfairra'a 
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mtmicatiTeneBs  of  M.  Cliaiimoiit,  of  tlie  limitation  of  the  cruifle, 
and  Its  temunation  at  the  Tezel,  one  of  the  captains  informed  a ' 
lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  that  ''  they  would  leave 
the  commodore  if  he  did  not  agree  to  steer  for  the  port  of  destina- 
tion.'*  S^ing  aside  the  question  of  subordination,  the  gallantry 
of  these  gentlemen  is  not  to  be  impeached.  They  felt  like  men 
attacking  in  the  dark  with  a  comparatively  ridiculous  force,  a 
fortress,  the  str^iigth  of  which  they  had  reason  to  suppose  was 
great.  Jones  knew  the  weakness  of  some  of  the  outworks ; 
but  he  had  not  yet  had  opportunities  to  convince  them  of  his 
extraordinary  shrewdness,  local  information,  and  eapadty  to 
execute  designs,  which,  to  them  appeared  visionary.  Their 
education,  (independent  of  their  national  feeling,  involving  per- 
sonal and  professional  pride,  not  unallied  to  captious  jealousy,) 
had  been  probably  selon  le$  regies.  Jones  had  educated  himself, 
as  to  detail ;  and  had  learned  from  Compte  D'Orvilliers  the 


powerful  intercefdon.  Such  wu  long  the  popular  belief.  When,  in  after  periods, 
this  good  old  man  was  questioned  on  the  subject,  and  complimented  on  the  prevailing 
spirit  of  his  prayer,  which  had  so  opportonely  raised  the  wind  that  blew  off  Paul  Jones, 
hk  «Bial  reply,  cBsclaiming  the  fall  extent  of  the  compliment,  was,  <  I  pmyed— but 
the  Lord  sent  the  wind/  *' 

[I  have  not  the  work  of  Mr.  Henderson,  a  tourist,  who  expfored 
Scotland,  England,  and  Wales,  and  related  the  above  anecdote.  In 
an  extract  from  it,  in  Mr.  Sherbume^s  Collections,  he  says,  the  incident 
took  place  in  the  preceding  year,  when  Jones  visited  Whitehaven,  $rom 
which  he  went  round  into  the  Frith  of  Forth ;  but  as  Jones  did  not  go 
there,  at  that  time,  the  tourist  is  in  error.] 

"  A  gentleman  writing  shortly  afterwards  from  Amsterdam,  to  his  friend  in  Leith, 
says :  '  Yon  may  count  it  a  very  fortunate  circumstance  that  this  genUeman  (Commo- 
dore Jones)  was  prevented  from  hurting  you,  when  he  was  in  your  Frith,  by  a  ttnmg 
uetterlif  mud,  and  the  springing  of  a  mast,  as,  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  in  this 
city,  he  assured  me  that  his  intention  was  to  seize  the  shipping  in  the  harbour,  and  to 
set  fire  to  such  as  he  could  not  earry  off.  He  seemed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
coast,  and  knew*  (thanks  to  '  honest*  Andrew  Robertson !)  'that  there  was  no  force  to 
oppose  him.*  Jones  is  described  at  this  time,  by  those  who  saw  him,  as  being '  dressed 
in  the  American  uniibrm,  with  a  Scotch  bonnet,  edged  ¥rith  gold,  as  of  a  middling  sta* 
tara,  ster«  eoontenanee,  and  swarthy  oompleiion.'  *' 
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dixies  of  a  cotninander  of  greltt  fleets.    Wiiii  his  force  at  that 
time,  provided  he  did  not  eontraTene  the  laws  of  Con^press^  bis 
own  moral  sense,  or  what  would  seem  justifiable  in  the  eyes 
of  Dr.  Franklin,  he  was  not  particular  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  "  retaliated"  upon  the  enemy.     He  found  it,  however, 
necessary  to  yield  to  the  opposition  of  the  French  commanders. 
In  his  official  account,  he  says :  *'  I  am  persuaded  even  now, 
that  I  would  have  succeeded ;  and  to  the  honour  of  my  young 
officers,  I  found  them  as  ardently  disposed  to  the  business  as  I 
could  desire ;  nothing  prevented  me  from  pursuing  my  design 
but  the  reproach  that  would  have  been  cast  upon  my  character, 
as  a  man  of  prudence,  had  the  enterprise  miscarried,     it  would 
have  been  said,  "was  he  not  forewarned  by  Captain  Cottineau 
and  others  ?" 

9(any  coasters  and  colliers  were  taken,  several  or  which  were 
sunk,  by  the  squadron,  in  the  Frith  of  Forth.  Much  damage 
was  done  to  the  coal  trade  ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  weary  the 
reader  with  particulars.  Captain  Cottineau  undertook  to 
ransom  a  sloop,  though  Jones  had  told  him  previously  he  had 
no  authority  to  ransom  prizes.  It  was  probably  an  excusable 
act ;  and  the  commodore  does  not  subsequently  dwell  upon  it. 

And  now,  after  having  agonized  through  a  period  of  fifteen 
months,  during  which  hope  was  not  only  deferred,  but  crucified 
in  each  lunar  cycle ;  after  having  set  sail  with  a  force  that 
mocked  all  the  promises  made  to  him,  in  an  old  ship,  fit  only  for 
a  great  sacrifice  by  which  her  rotten  timbers  might  be  eternized ; 
after  having  been  abandoned  by  half  of  his  squadron,  and  having 
taken  a  few  prizes,  of  which,  the  most  valuable  had  been  lost 
by  disobedience  and  caprice ;  Captain  Jones  was  making  for 
the  Texel,  in  that  frame  of  mind  which  epic  poetry  may  attempt 
to  shadow  forth,  but  which  heroic  prcjectors  of  orij^nal  enter- 
prises, who  have  been  foiled  by  the  weakness  of  their  agents 
and  the  ever  varying  elements,  can  alone  understand.  He  felt, 
like  Buonaparte,  (I  know  not  whether  the  apologetical  parva 
eomponere  magm$  be  indispensable,)  that  he  cmght  to  have  mo- 
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ceeded*  He  had  mMy  hoiveTer ;  and  a»  wo  renown  awaits  the 
unauecesifiily  bia  spirits  must  liaTe  been  agitated  and  deprec»ed 
-»— when  ^17  *'  fell  in  bis  way^  and  he  found  it/* 

The  battle  between  the  Bon  Homme  Ridiard  and  the 
S^rapis,  muRt  always  be  told  to  disadvantage,  if  not  in  the  words 
of  the  conqueror.  It  was  fought  on  the  evening  and  in  the 
night  <^  September  23d,  under  a  bright  and  beautiful  harvest 
moon,  audits  issue  awaited  by  multitudes,  (thousands  it  is  said,) 
who  watched  the  engagement  from  the  shore.  The  remark 
oAen  made,  that  it  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  naval  en- 
gagements, has  no  exception  of  which  we  are  aware,  if  restricted 
to  those  between  ships  of  civilized  nations.  The  official  account 
df  Jones  follows. 

^^  On  the  21st,  we  saw  and  chased  two  sail  off  Flamborough 
Head ;  the  Pallas  chased  in  the  N.  E.  qucurter,  while  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  follovired  by  the  Vengeance,  chased  in  the  S. 
W. ;  the  one  I  chased,  a  brigantine  collier  in  ballast,  bebnging 
to  Scarborough,  was  soon  taken,  and  sunk  immechately  after- 
wards, as  a  fleet  then  appeared  to  the  southward.  This  weis 
so  late  in  the  day,  that  I  could  not  come  up  with  the  fleet  before 
night ;  at  length,  however,  I  got  so  near  one  of  them  as  to  force 
her  to  run  ashore  between  Flamborough  Head  and  the  Spurn. 
Soon  after  I  took  another^  a  brigantine  from  Holland,  belonging 
to  Sunderland,  and  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  seeing  a  fleet 
steering  towards  me  from  the  Spurn,  I  imagined  them  to  be  a 
c«nvoy  bound  from  London  for  Leith,  which  had  been  for  some 
time  expected.  One  of  them  had  a  pendant  hoisted,  and 
appeared  to  be  a  ship  of  force.  They  had  not,  however, 
courage  to  come  on,  byt  kept  back,  all  except  the  one  which 
seemed  to  be  armed,  and  that  one  also  kept  to  the  windward, 
very  near  the  land,  and  on  the  edge  of  dangerous  shoals,  where 
I  could  not  with  safety  approach.  This  induced  me  to  make  a 
signal  for  a  pilot,  and  soon  afterwards  two  pilots'  boats  came 
off.     They  informed  me  that  a  ship  that  wore  a  pendant  was 
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an  armed  merchantman,  and  that  a  king's  frigate  lay  tbei^  in 
sight,  at  anchor,  within  the  Humber,  waiting  to  take  under 
convoy  a  number  of  merchant  ships  boimd  to  the  northward. 
The  pilots  imagined  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  to  be  an  English 
ship  of  war,  and  consequently  communicated  to  m#  the  prirate 
signal  which  they  had  been  required  to  make.     I  endeavoured 
by  this  means  to  decoy  the  ships  out  of  the  port ;  but  the  wind 
then  changing,  and  with  the  tide,  becoming  unfavourable  for 
them,  the  deception  had  not  the  desired  effect,  and  they  wisely 
put  back.     The  entrance  of  the  Humber  is  exceedingly  difficult 
and  dangerous,  and  as  the  Pallas  was  not  in  sight,  I  thought  it 
imprudent  to  remain  off  the  entrance ;  therefore   steered  out 
again  to  join  the  Pallas  off  Flamborough  Head.     In  the  night 
we  saw  and  chased  two  ships  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ' 
when,  being  at  a -very  small  distance  from  them,  I  made  the 
private  signal  of  reconnoissance,  which  I  hdd  given  to  each 
captain  before  I  sailed  from  Groix  :  one  half  of  the  answer  only 
was  returned.     In  this  position  both  sides  lay  to  till  daylight, 
when  the  ships  proved  to  be  the  Alliance  and  the  Pallas. 

''  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  23d,  the  brig  from  Holland 
not  being  in  sight,  we  chased  a  brigantine  that  appeared  laying 
to,  to  windward.  About  noon,  we  saw  and  chased  a  large  ship 
that  appeared  coming  round  Flamborough  Head,  from  the 
northward,  and  at  the  same  time  I  manned  and  armed  one  of 
the  pilot  boats  to  send  in  pursuit  of  the  brigantine,  which  now 
appeared  to  be  the  vessel  that  I  had  forced  ashore.  Soon  after 
this,  a  fleet  of  forty-one  sail  appeared  off  Flamborough  Head, 
bearing  N.  N.  E.  This  induced  me  to  abandon  the  single  ship 
which  had  then  anchored  in  Burlington  Bay ;  I  also  called  back 
the  (ulot  boat,  and  hoisted  a  signal  for  a  general  chase.*  When 


*  This  pilot  boat  eontabed  sixteen  of  the  beit  hands  on  board  the  Bon  Horoine 
Richard,  well  armed,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Henry  Lnnt,  the  second  LieateBSOt 
She  did  not  pay  ready  attention  to  signals,  which  obliged  Jones  to  remain  to  windward 
some  time  after  he  had  made  the  signals  to  chase  the  fleet.  When  the  Serapis  and 
ConntesB  of  Scarborongh  stood  ftom  ^  shore,  Jones  crowded  all  sail  to  oYertaks 
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the  fleet  cBBCorered  us  bearing  down»  all  the  merchant  ships 
crowded  sail  towards  the  shore.  The  two  ships  of  war  that 
protected  the  fleet  at  the  same  time  steered  from  the  land^  and 
made  the  disposition  for  battle.  In  apfM'oaching  the  enemj,  I 
crowded  erery  possible  sail,  amd  made  the  signal  for  the  line  of 
battle,  to  which  the  Alliance  showed  no  attention.  Earnest  as 
I  was  for  the  action,  I  could  not  reach  the  commodore's  ship 
until  seven  in  the  evening,*  beiii^  then  within  pistol  shot,  when 
he  hailed  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  We  answered  him  by 
firing  a  whole  broadside. 

**  The  battle  being  thus  begun,  was  continued  with  unremit- 
ting fiiry.  Every  method  was  practised  on  both  sides  to  gain 
an  advantage,  and  rake  each  other ;  and  I  must  confess  that 
the  enemy's  ship,  being  much  more  manageable  than  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  gained  thereby  several  times  an  advantageous 
situation,  in  spite  of  my  best  endeavours  to  prevent  it.  As  I 
had  to  deal  with  an  enemy  of  greatly  superior  force,  I  was  under 


them,  iMTing  the  Vengeance  to  vfindward,  with  orders  to  bring  down  the  pilot  boat  a* 
fiMt  as  possible,  and  tell  lieutenant  Lant  to  board  the  Bon  Homn^e  Richard,  and 
enter  the  men  on  the  left  side,  after  the  action  was  began,  if  be  coold  not  previonslj 
•▼ertake  her.  The  Vengeance  was  ordered  to  do  what  she  conld,  either  bj  assisting 
in  the  battle,  or  taking  and  destroying  the  merchant  ships.  She,  however,  attempted 
nothing  against  the  convoy  and  did  not  come  into  the  action.  The  pilot  boat  did  not 
approach  the  Bon  Honune  Riehard,  uitil  after  the  battle  was  ended.  So  that,  with 
the  men  kwt  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  sent  away  in  the  prizes,  J<mes  was  weakly 
manned,  and  thinly  officered.-^irania//or  the  King.  lientenant  Lont,  says  in  his 
certificate,  that  he  could  not  approach  the  B.  H.  R.  nntil  the  action  was  laging ;  when, 
it  being  night,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  abngside. 

*  "  As  soon  as  itwas  night,  the  enemy  tacked,  and  steered  with  fall  sail  towards 
the  shore.  Captain  Jones,  seeing  this  motion  by  tb^  help  of  his  night  glass,  (for  the 
oioon  was  not  yet  risen,)  made  the  necessary  disposition,  and  altered  his  coarse  to  get 
between  the  enemy  and  the  land.  The  captain  of  the  Pallas,  seeing  the  Bon  Honune 
Kichard  alter  her  coarse,  concluded  that  the  crew  had  revolted,  and  killed  Captain 
Jones.  This  idea  had  long  prevailed  in  the  sqaadron,  and  the  Pallas  in  oensetiaenoe 
hauled  close  by  the  wind.  Captain  Jones  foand  the  Alliance  lying  to,  oat  of  cannon 
shot,  on  the  enemy's  weather  quarter.  The  enemy,  having  every  sail  set,  would  have 
escaped  and  got  under  Scarborough  castle,  had  not  Captain  Jones  crossed  the  hew  of 
the  Serapis,  and  begin  the  action  within  pistol  shot"— /oifftMtfJbrcW  Mmg. 
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the  necessity  of  dosing  with  him,  to  prevent  the  advantage 
which  he  had  over  me  in  point  of  manc^iivre.  It  was  my 
intention  to  lay  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  athwart  the  enemy's 
bow;  but  as  that  operation  required  great  dexterity  in  the 
management  of  both  sails  and  helm,  and  some  of  our  braces 
being  shot  away,  it  did  not  exactly  succeed  to  my  wish.  The 
cueniy's  bowsprit,  however,  came  over  the  Bon  Homme  Rich- 
ard*»  poop  by  tbe  mizen-mast,  and  I  made  both  ships  fast 
together  in  thai  situation,*  which,  by  the  action  of  the  wind  on 
the  enemy's  8ails,t  forced  her  stern  close  to  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard's  bow,  so  that  the  ships  lay  square  alongside  of  each 
other,  the  yards  being  all  entangled,  and  the  cannon  of  each 
ship  tottchiiig  the  opponent' s4  When  this  position  took  place,  it 
was  eight  o'clock,  previous  to  which  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
had  reeeived  sundry  eighteen-pound  shots  below  the  water,  and 
leaked  very  much.  My  battery  of  twelve-pounders,  on  which 
I  had  pbced  my  ehtef  dependence,  being  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Dale  and  Colonel  Weibert,  and  manned  principally  with 
American  seamen  and  French  volunteers,  was  entirely  Silenced 
and  abandoned.  As  to  the  six  old  eighteen-pounders  that 
formed  the  battery  of  the  lower  gun-deck,  they  did  no  service 


*  '*  Mr.  Stacy"  (tbe  acting  master,)  "  not  having  returned  with  the  hawser,  Captain 
Jones  with  his  own  hands  made  fast  to  the  mizen-mast  of  the  B.  H.  R.  the  ropes  that 
hong  flom  the  enemy's  bowsprit'*-^onnui//or  the  King." 

t  "  The  Captain  of  the  Serapis,  imputing  the  position  of  the  two  ships  to  accident, 
let  ftdl  an  anchor  from  the  larboard  bow ;  fearing  that  Captain  Jones  would  rake  him, 
and  expecting  to  get  disentangled,  and  thereby  recover  his  superiority." — lb.  See  also 
lAentenant  Dale's  account,  post. 

t  **  Here  the  enemy  attempted  to  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  but  were  deterred 
■  fhrai  it,  on  finding  Captain  Jones  with  a  pike  in  his  hand  at  the  gangway,  ready  to 
receive  them.  They  imagined  he  had,  as  they  said, '  a  large  carps  de  reserve ; '  which 
was  a  fortnnate  mistake ;  as  no  man  took  up  a  pike  but  himself." — Journal  for  the  King. 
Captain  Pearson  speaks  in  his  official  account,  of  an  attempt  to  board,  at  a  later  period 
of  the  action ;  after  tbe  carpenter  had  called  for  quarter.  The  boarders  returned,  say- 
ing they  had  discovered  a  superior  number,  laying  under  cover,  with  pikes  in  their 
hands,  ready  to  receive  them.  Probably  both  commanders  refer  to  the  same  incident 
and  the  concealed  men,  were  the  imaginaiy  corps  de  reserve. 
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wkaMwWy  exoept  img  eight  shot  in  all.  Two  <mt  of  three  <of 
tliein  burst  at  the  first  fire,  and  killed  almost  all  thfe  men  who 
were  statioiied  to  manage  them.  Before  this  time,  too,  Colonel 
de  ChamiUani,  who  oommanded  a  party  of  twenty  soldiers  on 
the  poop,  had  abandoned  that  station  after  having  lost  some  of 
his  men*  I  had  now  <mly  two  pieces  of  cannon,  (nine^pounders,) 
on  the  <|uarter«deck,  that  were  not  silencedv  and  not  one  of  the 
faearier  cannon  was  fired  during  the  rest  of  the  action.  The 
purser,  M .  Mease,  who  commanded  the  guns  on  the  quarter- 
deck, being  dang^ously  wounded  in  the  head,  I  was  obliged  to 
fill  his  place,  end  with  great  difficulty  rallied  a  few  men,  and 
shifted  over  one  of  the  lee  quarter-deck  guns,  so  that  we  after- 
wards played  three  pieces  of  nine-poanders  upon  the  enemy. 
The  tops  alone  seconded  the  fire  of  this  little  battery,. and  held  • 
eat  bravely  during  the  whole  of  the  action,  especially  the  main- 
top, where  Lieutenant  Stack  commanded.  I  directed  the  fire 
of  one  of  the  three  cannon  against  the  main-mast,  with  double- 
headed  shot,  while  the  other  two  were  exceedingly  well  served 
with  grape  and  canister  shot,  to  silence  the  enemy's  musketry 
and  clear  her  decks,  which  was  at  last  effected.  The  enemy 
were,  as  I  have  since  understood,  on  the  instant  of  calling  for 
quarter,  when  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  three  oC  my  under- 
officers  induced  them  to  call  to  the  enemy.  The  English  com- 
modore asked  me  if  I  demanded  quarter,  and  I  having  an- 
swered him  in  the  most  determined  negative^  they  renewed  the 
battle  with  double  fury.  They  were  unable  to  stand  the  deck  ; 
but  the  fire  of  their  cannon,  especially  the  lower  battery,  which 
was  entirely  formed  of  ten-pounders,  was  incessant  i  both  ships 
were  set  on  fire  in  various  places,  and  the  scene  was  dreadful 
beyond  the  reach  of  language.  To  account  for  the  timidity  of 
my  three  under-officers,  I  mean,  the  gunner,  the  carpenter,  and 
the  master-at-arms,  I  must  observe,  that  the  two  first  were 
slightly  wounded,  and,  as  the  ship  had  received  various  shot 
under  water,  and  one  of  the  pumps  being  shot  away,  the  car- 
penter expressed  his  fears  that  she  would  sink,  and  the  other 
two  concluded  that  she  was  sinking,  which  occasioned  the  gun- 
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net  to  run  aft  on  the  poop,  mthout  my  knowle3ge9  to  strike^the 
colours.  Fortunately  for  me,  a  cannon  ball  had  done  that 
before,  by  carrying  away  the  ensign-staff;  he  was  therefore 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sinking,  as  he  supposed,  or  of  calling 
for  quarter,  and  he  preferred  the  latter. 

"  All  this  time  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  had  sustained  the 
action  alone,  and  the  enemy,  though  much  superior  m  force, 
would  have  been  rery  glad  to  have  got  clear,  as  appears  by 
their  own  acknowledgments,  and  by  their  having  let  go  mn 
anchor  the  instant  that  I  laid  them  on  board,  by  which  means 
they  would  have  escaped,  had  I  not  made  them  well  fast  to  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard. 

**  At  last,  at  half  past  nine  o'clock,  the  Alliance  appeared,  and 
I  now  thought  the  battle  at  an  end ;  but,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment, he  discharged  a  broadside  fuU  into  the  stern  of  the  Bon 
Homme  Ridiard.*  We  called  to  him  for  God's  sake  to  forbear 

# 

4*  Li  the  Joomal  for  the  King,  it  is  taid^  Ail  when  the  Alliance  appeared  for  the 
lint  time,  after  the  beginning  oftbe action,  she  fired  a  bioadside  with  grape  fhot  "nHo 
the  how  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  the  stem  of  the  Serapii,  which  then  made 
bat  one  small  object."  Jones  alludes  in  the  text  to  her  second  appearance,  when,  after 
Landais  had  paid  a  visit  to  Captain  Cottinean,  who  had  oaptored  the  PaUas;  at  the 
wgent  leanest  of  the  latter,  that  he  weald  either  go  to  aattst  the  B.  H.  R.  or  remain  to 
take  care  of  the  prize,  he  "  got  intaa  position  to  rake  with  a  second  broadside  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  and  Serapis ;  the  first  in  the  stem,  the  other  in  the  bow."  It  was  then 
they  eried  oat  to  him  for  God's  sake  to  stop,  &c.  "  Jones  begged  LAndais  to  cease 
&ing,  er  to  lay  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  ak>ng  side,  and  assist  with  some  men  from 
Che  Affianee.  He  disobeyed.  Having  passed  along  the  off  side  of  the  B.  H.  R.  he 
was  again  absent  for  some  time,  4uid  then  retaraed,  in  a  position  to  rake  her  the  third 
time.  He  discharged  this  last  broadside  into  the  stem  of  the  Serapis,  and  head  of  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard." — Jtmnudfir  the  King,  Captain  Pearson  speaks  in  general 
terms  of  the  Alliance  sailing  nmnd,  daring  the  whole  action,  and  raking  him 
fore  and  aft,  and  eventaally  determining  him  to  strike,  by  coming  across  his  stem 
and  poaring  in  a  broadside.  The  weight  of  evidence  is,  that  the  Alliance  fired 
only  three  broadsides  altogether,  within  gan  shot  The  charges  against  Landais, 
fh>m  13  to  81  ifldasive,  well  attested  by  all  the  officers  on  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Ridiard,  and  corroborated  by  the  Captains  of  the  Pallas  and  Vengeance,  and  by  Lies- 
tenant  Lant,  who  was  in  the  pilot  boat,  confirm  the  above  statement  The  18th  states, 
that "  he  never  passed  on  the  ofiTside  of  the  Serapis,  nor  coold  that  ship  bring  a  gan  to 
beer  on  the  Alliance,  at  any  time  daring  the  engagement"  Captain  Pearson  only  speaks 
of  being  <'rtked,"  and  iMnring  a  broadndepoored  into  his  stem.    The  shot  received 


iBtA  the  Boo  Homme  Biehard ;  jFdt  they  passed  al<mg  Uie 
eff  ^de  o£the  sUfi,  and  eontiimed  firkg.  There  was  no  possi- 
bihty  c^  his  mistaking  the  enemy's,  ship  fer.the  Bon  Homme 
Bkhaid,  ihere  being  the  mast  essential  differenee  in  their 
appearance  and  construction.  Besides,  k  was  then  filU  moon 
Kght,  and  the^ides  of  the  Bon  Homme  Bichard  were  all  black, 
wide  the  sidea  of  the  priae  wereidt  y«llow*  Y^  for  the  greater 
secorilyi  I  showed  the  signalof  omr  reeonnoissanee,  by  putting 
ant  three  lanterps,  one  al  the  heftd,  another  at  the  stem,  and 
the  dihrd  in  the.  middle9>in  a  horiaoatal  line.  Every  tongue 
eried  that  he  was  firmg  into  the  wrong^  sUp,  bat  nothing  avail- 
jed ;  he  passed  round,  firing  mta  the  Bon  Homma  Biohard's 
head,  stem,  and  broadside,  and  by  one  of  his  voHeys  killed 
sereral  of  my  best  men,*  and  mortally  wounded  a  good  officer 
on  the  forecastle. only .t  My  situation  was  really  deplorable ; 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard  received  various'  shot  nnder  water 
from  the  Alliance ;  the  leak  gained  on  the  pumps,  and  the  fire 
ineraased  much  on  board  both  ships.  Some  officers  persuaded 
■le  to  strike,  of  whose  courage  and  good  sense  I  eiltertoin  a 
hi^  opinion.  My  treacherous  master-at-arms  let  loose  all  ray 
prisoners  without  my  knowledge,  and  my  prospects  became 
gbmny  indeed4    I  would  m^,  bowev^,  give  up  the  point. 


]^lli»llcNiHoiBBwRMfaard,  OBtkeoff8ide,miiflhft¥«comefimn4lie  The 

Aft  of  tbe  AffiaaoafiiiiicJAto  the  B<m  Hmmm  Rkh^ 

book  of  tbe  JBon  Homiae  Ridutrd,  in  the  posMMioa  of  Mr.  Geotge  Napier,  Advocate, 
in  Edinburgh. 

*  Agraeal)^  lo  lopoft  IM&kjfJmni  '* The  fimona  cannonade  from  theiyper 
wad  lower  battaiies  of  tfar  Sera^,  ooeaaiened  ibanr  who  had  been  akalkmg  below  in 
theBottBonuae^icbard^toeomeondeck.  They  were  expeaed  to  the  pa]M  0hot  of 
tfaa  Alliance  while  the  eaemy'B  men  were  under  coVer.  It  was,. therefore,  diffieolt  to 
tell  how  many  men  on  bofffd  the  B.  H.  R.  were  killed  and  wounded  by  the  shot  from 
the  Allianoe.""-%A»ttnMri  for  lAe  Rrngp,  It  waa  atteated  by  half  a  doz«i  officeia,  that 
Laadaie  aaad,  next  n^omiaf ,  he  had  raked  witbffrape  shot,  which  he  knew  wonki  aetOimr^ 

t  Soin  two  diflbrent  MS.  oopiea,  and  three  in  print  '  He  means,  the  only  efficiaat 
officer  on  the  ibraoaatle. 

I  *'  Tfaia  must  have  reined  Captain  Jones,  had  not  the  prisoners  been  terrified  out  of 
their  aeaeea.  Captain  Jonas  availed  himaelf  of  their  feaxs,  and  placed  them  to  work 
the  pmnps/'— Jininia/ybr  the  King. 
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The  enemy^s  mauh-mast  began  to  shake,*  thmr  firing  deereascd 
fkst,  ours  rather  increased,  and  the  ftritish  odours  were  struek 
af  half  an  hour  past  ten  o'clock.t 

*^  This  prize  prored  to  be  the  British  ship  of  war  the  Serapis, 
a  new  ship  of  forty-four  guns,  built  on  the  most  approred  oon-^ 
struction,  with  two  complete  batteries,  one  of  them  of  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  eommanded  by  the  brare  Commodore  Ri<Aard 
Peiurson*  I  had  yet  two  enemies  to  encounter,  far  more  fonuF- 
daUe  than  the  Britons,  I  mean,  fire  and  water.  The  Serapb 
was  attacked  only  by  the  first,  but  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
was  assailed  by  both ;  there  was  five  feet  water  in  the  hold,  and 
though  it  was  moderate  from  the  explosion  of  so  much  gun* 


*  It  weat  by  the  board,  Captain  Peanon  layi Jaft  aa  he  waa  atrikuig.  Jonea  aaya  the 
aame.  Jonea  noticea  it  aa  veiy  remarkable,  how  well  the  three  light  qnarter-deek 
giina  were  aerved  daring  the  whole  action,  and  the  oonfoaion  that  enaoed  when  the 
water  waa  gaimog  below,  the  ahlpa  akematelj  catobiag  ^n  figom  ^ach  etiMr,  the 
Alliance  firing  at  the  Bon  Homine  Richard,  and  the  priaoneraaet  loose.  <*Hegotona 
of  the  off  gnna  over  aoon  after  the  Alliance  raked  the  first  time,  hot  oonldnaear  ffucfCM" 
itrmtgth  i^jficimU  to  bring  aver  the  other,**  In  the  clear  moon  light,  the  enemjr'a 
maat  being  painted  jeUow,  the  flamea  of  the  main  ahronda,  &o.  mode  the  mam-maatn 
djotinet  mark.    Captain  Jonea  to<^  aim  at  it  with  doable-headed  ahoC. 

\ "  There  waa  no  occaaion  for  a  boat  or  bridge  between  the  two  ahipa.  Captain 
P^araon  stepped  on  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  delirered  np  his  sword  to 
Captain  Jonea,  who  tetomed  it  to  hkn,  beoanae  be  had  bimtelj  and  It  He  1km 
baaid,  and  the  next  morning  aaW,  with  aetoniahment,  the  inleaor'fiiree  and  mangled 
oondition  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard."^JonnM{>r  tke  Kimg.  Mr.  Goldaborongb* 
in  his  Naval  Chronicle,  p.  21,  retaila  the  foltowing  ridicalooa  anecdote : 

"When  Captain  Pearson  waa  about  delivering  op  hia  awoid  te  Captain  Jonea,  he 
obaenred,  *  I  cannot,  air,  but  feel  moch  mortification  at  the  idea  of  aorrendering  mf 
sword,  to  a  man  who  haa  iboghtme  with  a  rope  roond  hia  neck.'  Captain  Jonea  fe» 
oeived  hia  awoid,  bat  immediatelj  retnmed  it,  with  the  remark,  '  yon  have  Iboght 
gallantly,  air,  and  I  hope  yonr  king  will  give  yon  abetter  ahip.* " 

Captain  Pearaon  waa  a  gentleman,  aa  weAl  aa  a  brave  officer.  Thoogh  it  appeait 
by  hia  antogtaphw  noteo,  that  in  'reading  and  writing'  he  waa  not  aa  well  tanght  u 
Jonea,  he  wonid  have  been  gmlty  of  no  anch  nonaense  aa  ia  above  ohaiged  te  hhn. 
Had  he  been  ao,  Jonea  woold  probably  have  given  the  aword  to  the  man  at  hia  elbow, 
and  interchanged  no  anpeifloooa  compUmenta  with  hia  vanqniahed  cnalomer.  Snoh 
abaorditiea  ahooid  not  be  a  part  of  what  iacalled,  **  Tho  Naval  Chroniele  of  tb» 
Unitwl  Statea." 


powdffir,  yet  ibe  three  pdmpe  that  remained  coukl  with  diffictdtjr 
only  keep  the  water  from  gaining.  The  fire  broke  out  in 
various  parts  of  the  ship,  in  qiite  of  all  Ae  water  that  could  be 
thrown  in  to  quench  it,  and  at  length  broke  out  as  low  as  the 
powder  magazine^  and  within  a  few  inches  of  the  powder..  In 
that  dilemma,  I  took  out  the  powder  upon  deck,  ready  to  be 
dirown  overboard  at  the  last  extremity,  and  it  was  ten  o'clock 
the  next  day,  the  24th,  before  the  fire  was  entirely  extinguish- 
ed* With  respect  to  the  situation  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
ibe  rudder  was  cut  entirely  ofi^,  the  stem  frame  and  tran- 
sontt  were  almost  entirely  cut  away,  and  the  timbers  by  the 
lower  deck,  especially  from  the  main-mast  towards  the  stem, 
being  greatly  decayed  with  age,  were  mangled  beyond  my  power 
of  description,  and  a  person  must  have  been  an  eye  witness  to 
form  a  just  idea  of  the  tremendous  scene  of  carnage,  wreck,  and 
min,  which  every  where  appeared.*  Humanity  cannot  but  recoil 
from  the  prospect  ol  such  finished  horror,  and  lament  that  war 
should  be  capable  of  producing  such  fatal  consequences. 

*^  After  the  carpenters,  as  well  as  Captain  Cottineau  and 
other  men  of  sense,  had  well  examined  and  surveyed  the  ship, 
(which  walB  not  finished  before  five  in  the  evening,)  I  found 
every  person  to  be  convinced  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the 
Bon  Homme  Ri-^hard  afloat  so  as  to  reach  a  port,  if  the  wind 
ehouH  increase,  it  being  then  only  a  very  mediate  breeze*  1 
had  but  little  time  to  remove  my  wounded,  which  now  became 
unavoidable,  and  which  was  eflTected  in  the  course  of  the  night 


*  ''The  Bon  HomnM  Eichard  reoeiTed  little  damage  in  her  maitt;  bnt  waa  emt 
awHrrfy  to  )ri0ce«(iltMeiitfedb,  especially  from  the  m^  Inthatapaoe, 

there  was  an  cntirs  kretkon  bothndegt  from  the  gnn-dedc,  ahnoetto  the  water's  edge ;  so 
that  towards  the  end  of  the  action,  almost  all  the  shot  of  the  Serapis  had  passed  throagk 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  without  touching.  The  rodder  and  transoms  were  cat  off;  and 
here  and  there  an  old  rotten  timber,  besides  the  stern-post,  was  the  only  support  thai 
prerented  the  stem  from  falling  down  on  the  gun-room  deck."  **  Eight  or  ten  of  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard's  men  took  away  a  fine  cutter  boat,  that  had  been  at  the  stem  of 
the  Serapis  daring  the  action,  and  landed  at  Scarborough.  Some  others  were  so 
mnch  afraid  as  to  swim  on  board  the  AlUance  after  the  ielk>n."— NTannMrf/T  C4s  JCtnf 
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and  next  morntng.  I  was  determiDed  to  keep  tbe  Bon  Hmnrae 
Richard  afloat,  and,  if  poegible,  to  bring  her  into  pcnrt.  For 
that  purpose,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Pallas  eontiniied  on 
board  with  a  party  of  men  to  attend  the  pumps,  with  boats  in 
waiting  ready  to  take  them  on  board,  in  case  tfate  water  should 
gain  on  them  too  fast.  The  wind  angmented  in  the  night,  and 
the  next  day,  the  25th,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  {Mrevent  the 
good  old  ship  from  sinking.  They  did  not  abandon  her  till 
after  nine  o'dodc ;  the  water  was  then  up  to  the  lower  deck, 
and  a  little  after  ten  I  saw,  with  inexpressible  grief,  the  last 
glimpse  of  the  Bon  Homme  Bdckard.  No  lives  were  lost  with 
the  ship,^  but  it  was  imposmble  to  sare  the  stores  of  mmy  sort 
whatever.  I  lost  eVen  the  best  part  of  my  clothes,  books^  and 
papers ;  and  several  of  my  officers  lost  all  their  clothes  and 
effects. 

^  Hfiving  thus  endeavoured  to  give  a  clear  and  sinipJe  relatkMi 
of  the  cireumstances  and  events  that  have  attended  the  little 
armament  under  my  command,  I  shall  freely  submit  ray  eoiidaet 
therein  to  the  censure  of  my  superiors  and  the  impartial  public* 
J[  beg  leave,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  force  put  ui^er  my 
command  was  far  from  being  well  composed,  and  as  the  great 
majority  of  the  actors  m  it  have  appeared  bent  on  the  pursuit  of 
interest  only,  I  am  exceedingly  sorry,  ,that  they  and  I  have  been 
at  all  concerned." 

"Captain  Cottineau  engaged  the  Countess  of  Scarborough; 
and  took  her,  after  an  hour's  action,  while  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  engaged  the  Serapis.     The  Countess  of  Scarborough 


*  Captain  Pearson  slated  in  liia  official  deapateh,  that  the  Bon  Honune  RicliaH 
wnk  **  with  a  great,  nnmber  of  her  wounded  people  on  board."  He  was  in  error. 
Jonei  repeats  in  his  Joomal,  that  "  with  the  pilot  boat,  and  the  boats  of  the  sqnadron, 
all  the  wounded  were  removed,  and  every  person  was  saved.  The  lieutenant  of  the 
Pallas  remained  on  board  the  Bon ,  Homme  Richard,  with  a  party  to  attend  the 
pamps,  and  boats  waiting  to  take  them  on  board,  if  they  eeidd  no  longer  keep  her 
afloat.  In  the  morning,  the  wind  increased  and  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  her, 
the  water  being  over  the  lower  deck.  Soon  after  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  disap- 
peared, the  stem  and  mizen^nast  being  seen  last. 
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^  u  »  :^  >  ^  ship  of  30  aix'poutidCT**  and  was  ctMiUiwinded  by  a 
4^  V  ^  i.  -  ~i^'  '"  ^^  aetiob,  the  Countess  of  Scarboroo^  and 
W      ^  i>  ^  :  ^  were  at  a  oonaiderable  distance  asodder ;.  and  tiw 
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3  is  I  am  iiiibraied,  fired  into  the  Pallas  and  kilkd  some 
3  ^  «  L.  it  shoald  be  a^ed^  why  the  convoy  was  luflEered  to 
^  n^^  must  nnsvfGTy  that  I  was  myself  in  no  condition  to 
Aid  that  iioDOof  the  rest  showed  any  indination;- not 
\  Ricot,  who  had  held  off  at  a  diMance  to  windward 

.,    ^    ie  whole  actitni,  and  withheld  1^  for^'the  pilot  boat 

with  my  lieutenant  and  fifteen  men.*  The  AHiance,  too,  was  in 
a  state  to  pu  r^ue  t he  ^eet,  not  haying  had  a  single  man  wotrnded, 
or  a  single  shot  fired  at  Imr  firom  the  Serapis,  and  oidy  three 
that  did  exeention  from  the  Couateis  of  Scarbofough,  at  snch 
a  distanoe  that  one  stuck  ki  the  side,  and  the  other  two  just 
touehed,  and  then  dropped  into  the  waters  The  Alliance  killed 
one  man  only  on  board  the  Serapis.  As  Captain  de  Cottineau 
charged  himself  with  mamnng  And  secmriag  Ae  prisimers  of  the 
Countess  of  Scarborough,  I  think  the  escape  of  the  Baltic  fleet 
cannot  so  well  be  charged  to  his  aceounUt 

*^  I  should  have  mentioned,  that  the  main-mast  and  mizen** 
top-^ast  of  the  Serapis  fell  overboard,  soon  after  the  captain 
had  ootne  on  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard/' 

That  the  accounts  of  eye  witnesses  immediately  concerned  in 
this  action  may  net  be  conftised  by  commentary,  we  shall  im- 
mediatdy  add  the  nanrative  of  Jones'  first,  and  then,  only  lieu- 
tenant, ^Richard  Dale,  subsequently  a  distinguished  post  captain 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  said  to  have  been  ftimished  for 
Mr.  Sherburne's  Collections. 


*  This  is  foimded  on  a  report  that  has  proved  to  be  false ;  for  it  now  appears,  that 
Captain  Ricot  ezpresalj  ordered  the  pilot  boat  to  board  the  B<»i  Homme  Sickard, 
which  order  was  diaob^ed.-^iVii<e  bjf  Jonu, 

t  "  It  was  a  thick  fog  all  the  rooming.  When  it  began  to  clear  np,  the  enemy's 
merchant  ships  had  got  safe  into  their  harbours,  and  not  a  sail  appeared  along  the 
8hore.'*-^Awrflafy9^  th$Kmg, 


IM  PAITL  JOKH. 

'*  Oa  the  9U  of  September,  1779,  being  bekm,  was  nmaed 
by  an  mmsaal  noise  upon  deck.    This  inddced  me  to  go  upon 
deck,  when  I  found  the  men  were  swaying  up  the  royal  yards, 
preparatory  to  making  sail  for  a  large  fleet  nnd^  our,  lee*    I 
asked  the  coasting  pik>t  what  fleet  it  was  f  He  answered,  *  The 
Baltic  Fleet,  under  cpuToy  of  the  SerajHS  of  44  guns,  and 
the  Countess  d  Scarborough  of  20  guns^'     A  general  chase 
then  commenced  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Yengeance, 
the  Pallas,  and  the  Alliance;  the  latter  ship  being  then  in  sight, 
after  a  separation  from  the  squadron  of  nearly  three  weeks; 
but  which  ship,  as  usual,  dinregarded  the  signals  of  the  co»- 
modore.   At  this  time  our  fleet  headed  to  die  nordiward  with  a 
light  breease,  Flamborough  Head  being  about  two  leagues  dis* 
taut.    At  se?en  p.  M •  it  was  evident  the  Baltic  fleet  perceived 
we  ware  in  chase,  from  the  eigmd  of  the  S^apis  to  the  iBi&r* 
ohantmen  to  stand  in  shore.    At  the  same  time,  the  Serapis 
and  Countess  of  ScaibcMtHi^  tacked  ship  and  stood  <^  shore, 
with  the  intention  of  drawing  off*  our  attention  from  the  convey* 
When  these  ships  had  separated  from  the  convoy  about  two 
miles,  they  again  tacked  and  stood  in  shore  afber  the  mercbai^- 
men.    At  about  eight,  being  within  haili  the  8en^  demanded, 
*  What  ship  is  that  f  He  was  answered,  *  I  can't  hear  what  yea 
say.'    Immediately  after  the  Serapis  hailed  again,  *  What  ship 
is  that  f  Answer  immediately^  or  I  dball  be  under  the  necessity 
of  firing  into  you.'    At  this  moment  I  received  orders  from 
Commodore  Jones  to  commenoe  the  action  with  a  broadside, 
¥^iich,  indecud,  i^peared  to  be  simultaneous  on  board  both  ships. 
Our  position  being  to  windward  <^  the  Serapis,  we  passed  ahead 
of  her,  and  the  Serapis  coming  up  on  our  larboard  quarter,  the 
action  commenced  abreast  of  each  other.     The  Serapis  soon 
passed  ahead  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  when  he  thougirt 
he  bad  gained  a  distance  sufficient  to  go  down  athwart  the  fore* 
foot  to  rake  us,  found  he  had  not  enough  distance,  and  that  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  would  be  aboard  him,  put  his  helm  alee, 
which  brought  the  two  ships  on  a  line ;  and  the  Bon*  Homme 
Richard  having  headway,  ran  her  bows  into  the  stem  of  the 


Serapis.  We  had  remainedin  thoB  situaAioB  but  a  few  miiioteg, 
wiien  we  were  again  hailed  bj  the  SerajMs ;  *  Heis  year  ship 
sfiruek  ?  To  which  Captain  Jones  answered,  ^  I  have  not  yet 
begim  to  fight/  As  we  were  unable  to  bring  a  sin|^  gun  to 
bear  upon  the  Serapis,  our  top-saik  Were  baeked,  while  those 
of  the  Serapis  being  filled,  the  ships  separated.  The  Scraps 
wore  short  round  upon  her  heels,  and  her  jA-boom  ran  into  the 
inisen-rigging  of  the  Bon  HoQime  Kdard ;  in  this  situation 
the  ships  were  made  fhst  together  with  a  hawser,  the  bowsprit 
of  die  Serapis  to  the  misen-mast  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
jand  the  action  recommenced  from  the  starboard  sides  of  the 
two  fillips*  With  a  view  of  separating  the  ships,  the  Serapis 
let  go  her  andior,  which  manoBuvre  brou^  her  head  and  the 
stem  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  to  the  wind,  while  the  ships 
ky  closely  pressed  against  each  other.  A  norelty  in  naral  com- 
bats was  pow  presented  to  many  witnesses,  but  to  few  admirers. 
The  rammers  were  run  into  the  respectire  diips  to  enable  the 
men  to  load,  after  die  lower  part  of  the  Serapis  had  been  blown 
away,  to  mak^  room  for  running  out  their  guns,  and  in  dus 
situation  the  ships  remained  until  between  10  and  11  o'doek 
P.  M.  when  the  engagement  terminated  by  die  surrender  of  die 
Serapis. 

^  From  the  commencement  to  the  terminati<m  of  the  action, 
there  was  not  a  man  on  board  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
ignorant  of  the  superiority  of  the  Serapis,  both  in  weight  of 
metd  and  in  the  qualities  of  the  crews.  The  crew  of  that  ship 
were  picked  seamen,  and  the  ship  itself  had  been  only  a  few 
months  oflT  the  stocks ;  whereas  the  crew  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  consisted  of  part  Ameriean,  English,  and  French,  and 
in  part  of  Mahiese,  Portuguese,  and  Malays ;  these  latter  con- 
tributing, by  their  want  of  naral  skill  and  knowledge  of  the 
Engtidli  language,  to  depress  rather  than  elevate  a  just  hope  of 
success  in  a  combat  under  such  circumstances.  Neither  the 
ccmsideration  of  the  relative  force  of  the  ships,  the  fact  of  the 
Mowing  up  of  the  gun-deck  above  them,  by  the  bursting  of  two 
of  the  eighteen-^xmnders,  nor  the  alarm  that  the  ship  was  sink- 
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ipj^^  oQiild  depre«9  ihe  ardour,  or  i3|MU%e  the  det^fminatioii  of 
the  brare  Captain  Jones,  hU  oiBeera  and  m^n.  ]!7eitber  the 
ri^peatod  broadsides  of  th^  Alliaaee^  given  with  the  vifw  of  sink? 
ing  or  difabling  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  frequent  neces* 
sitf  of  suspending  the  combat  to  extinguish  ^le  flamesi  whi<di 
sererU  times  wore  within  a  few  inches  of  the  mogaanne,  nw 
ths  liberatio^y  by  the  maater^at^-arms,  of  nearly  ^500  .priaonerSf 
ii^d  change  or  ^^akkn  the  purpose  pf  the  American  com* 
mander^  .At  the  mco^eiit  of  the  Kbc;raAi<m  <tf  the  pri|iK>ne!rft,  one 
of  them,  a  conunander  of  a  twenty  gun  ship,  taken  a  fisw  i^js 
before,  passed  throMgh  the  ports  on  l^oard  the  Serapss,  aii4 
iilformed  Captam  Pearson,  that  if  he  would  hold  out  gnly  a  little 
while,  longer,  the  ship  alongside  would  either  strike  or  sinki 
and  that  all  the  prisoners  had  been  released  to  saye  t^ir  lives ; 
the  combat  was  accordingly  continued  with  renewed  ardour  by 
the  Sempis.  The  fireiropi  the  tops  of  the  Bon  Homme  Bichajrd 
was  coi^lucted  widi  so  much  skill  and  effect  as  to  de^aroy  ulti- 
mate]^ e^eary  man  who  i^ifiefured  upon  the  quarter'-deck  of  the 
SeoQ^pis,  and  induced  her  oommender  to  order  tliQ  survivors  to 
go  below.  Nor  even  under  shelter  of  the  decks  were  they  move 
seiQuce.  The  powder-monk^s  of  the  Serapis  finding  no  officer 
to  receive  the  eighteen-pound  cartridges  brought  firom  the  ma* 
gfispnes^  threw  them  an  the  mainndi^ck,  and  weqt  for  mcMre. 
Theee  fartridgOEi  being  sciE^t^red  along  the  deck,  and  numbers 
of  thembrcdkepi  it  sohappened»  that  some  of  the  hand-grenades 
thcown  from  the  main-yard  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  which 
was  directly  over  the  main-hatch  ef  the  Serapis,  fell  upon  this 
powder*  and  produced  a  most  awful  ^explodkm*  The  effect  was 
tramendoua;  more  than  twenty  of  the  enemy  were  blown  te 
pieces^  and  xnany  stood  with  only  the  coJlacs  of  their  shirts  iqpop 
their  bodies^  In  less  than  an  hour  afterwards,  {die  flag  of  Eng- 
land, which  had  been  nailed  to  the  mast  of  the  Serapis,  was 
gtruck  by  Captain  Pearson's  own  hand,  as  none  ^f  his  people 
would  venture  aloft  on  this  duty;  and  this,  too,  when  more  than 
1^500  p^sons  were  witnessing  the  conflict,  and  the  humiliating 
termioation  of  it  from  Scarborough  and  Flamborough.  Head. 
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^  tTpdn  finding  that  the  flag  of  the  Serapis  had  been  Bti^6k, 
1  went  to  Captain  Jones,  and  asked  whether  1  might  board  the 
Serapis?  to  which  he  consented ;  and,  jumping  upon  the  gun- 
wale, I  seized  the  main-brace  pennant,  and  swung  myself  upoA 
her  quarter-deck.  Midshipman  Mayant  followed  with  a  pctrty 
of  men,  and  was  immediately  run  through  the  thigh  with  a  board- 
ing-pike by  some  of  the  enemy  stationed  in  the  waist,  who  were 
not  informed  of  the  surrender  of  the  ship.  I  found  Captain 
Pearson  standing  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  quarter-deck,  and 
addressing  myself  to  him,  said, '  Sir,  I  have  orders  to  send  you 
on  t>oard  the  ship  alongside.'  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Sera 
pis  coming  up  at  this  moment,  inquired  of  Captain  Pearson, 
whether  the  ship  alongside  had  struck  to  him  ?  To  which  I 
replied,  *  No  sir,  the  contrary ;  he  has  struck  to  us.'  The 
fientenant  renewing  his  inquiry,  *  Have  you  struck,  sir  ?'  was  an-  . 
swered,  *  Yes,  I  have.'  The  lieutenant  replied,  *  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say,'  and  was  about  to  return  below,  when  I  informed 
him,  he  must  accompany  Captain  Pearson  on  board  the  ship 
alongside.  He  said,  *  If  you  will  permit  me  to  go  below,!  will 
silence  the  firing  of  the  lower-deck  guns.'  This  request  was  re- 
fused, and,  with  Captain  Pearson,  he  was  passed  over  to  the  deck 
of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  Orders  being  sent  below  to  cease 
firing,  the  engagement  terminated,  afler  a  most  obstinate  con- 
test  of  three  hours  and  a  half. 

"Upon  receiving  Captain  Pearson  on  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  Captain  Jones  gave  orders  to  cut  loose  the  lashings, 
and  directed  me  to  follow  him  with  the  Serapis.  Perceiving  the 
*  Bon  Homme  Richard  leaving  the  Serapis,  I  sent  one  of  the 
quarter-masters  to  ascertain  whether  the  wheel-ropes  werie  cut 
away,  supposing  something  extraordinary  must  be  the  matter, 
as  the  ship  would  not  pay  off,  although  the  head  sails  were 
aback,  and  no  after  sail ;  the  quarter-master  returning,  reported 
that  the  wheel-ropes  were  all  well,  and  the  helip  hard  a-port. 
Excited  lyr  this  extraordinary  circumstance,  I  jumped  ofiT  the 
bumacle,  where  I  had  been  sittkig,  and  fisdling  upon  the  deck, 
found  to  my  astonishment  I  had  the  use  of  only  one  of  my  legs ; 
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ft  splinter  of  one  of  the  guns  bad  struck  and  badlj  woiuided 
my  leg  without  my  perceiving  the  injury  until  this  moment.  I 
was  replaced  upon  the  binnacle,  when  the  sailing-master  of  the 
Serapis  coming  up  to  me,  observed,  that  from  my  orders  he 
judged  I  must  be  ignorant  of  the  ship  being  ai  anchor.  Noticing 
the  second  lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  I  directed 
him  to  go  below  and  cut  away  the  cable,  and  follow  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  with  the  Serapis.  I  was  then  carried  on  board 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard  to  have  my  wound  dressed." 

When  the  ordinary  allowances  are  made  for  the  causes  which 
induce  different  representations,  as  to  the  incidents  and  results 
of  a  desperate  engagement,  firom  the  two  parties,  it  is  perhaps 
a  little  surprising,  that  the  particulars  given  in  the  letter 
addressed  by  the  gallant  Pearson  to  the  Admiralty  office,  vary 
so  immateriaUy  from  the  other  accounts.  He  states,  that  he 
was  tacking  to  keep  his  ground  between  the  enemy's  ships  and 
the  convoy,  when,  about  the  time  mentioned  by  the  American 
commander,  the  ship  of  the  latter  brought  to,  on  his. larboard 
boi;^  When  asked,  what  ship  she  was,  he  understood  the  men 
to  answer,  '<  the  Princess  Royal."  He  does  not  essentially  con- 
tradict the  subsequent  details.  He  says  his  ship  was  on  fire 
ten  or  twelve  times  in  different  places.  The  Alliance  being 
near,  he  found  it  impracticable  to  stand  out  any  longer,  with  the 
least  hope  of  success.  He  had  done  all  that  the  <'  bravest  of  the 
brave"  could  do ;  and  well  earned  the  honour  of  knighthood.* 
We  have  already  referred,  in  the  previous  notes,  to  his  remarks 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Alliance.  If  we  put  the  two  accounts 
together,  of  Pearson  and  Jones,  without  adding  the  testimony  of 
the  numerous  officers  in  the  squadron,  which  sinks  the  scale  in 


*  Mr.  GoldsboroQgh  ohronielei  another  current  apochryphal  anecdote,  which  nu^ 
or  may  not  be  tme;  but  it  is  at  any  rate  in  far  better  taate  than  the  one  referred  to  in  a 
note  Mme  pa|^  back.  '*  When  Captain  Jones  was  in  Paris,  some  slwrt  time  after 
the  action,  he  wa» informed  that  Captain  PearMn  had  been  knighted.  **  Well/'  said  Im^ 
"he  deserved  it;  and  if  IftH  in  with  him  again,  I  will  make  a  lord  of  him." 
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wUch  Landais  might  be  weighed,  to  the  very  nadir,  it  will 
one^vocally  appear  that  the  latter  did  more  harm  to  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  than  to  the  Serapis.  But  how,  as  the  editor 
of  the  Life  of  Jones,  published  in  Edinburgh,  has  naturally  re- 
marked, **  could  any  British  officer  have  learned  to  imagine  the 
atroeUy  of  a  comniander  pointing  his  guns  in  the  heat  of  a  close 
action,  not  against  the  enemy,  but  against  his  own  consort  ?'* 
We  have  said  the  remark  was  naturally  made;  but  perceive  by 
looking  further,  that  the  anomalous  conduct  of  Landais  is  made 
by  this  editor  a  shoeing  horn,  to  pull  up  sweeping  charges 
against  the  French  marine*  This  is  natural  too*  Captain 
Pearson's  account  of  the  distressed  and  hopeless  condition  of 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  is  in  consonance  with  all  the  others. 
In  the  copy  of  his  letter  published  in  Sherburne's  Collections, 
the  only  one  I  have,  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  that  ship,  is  stated  at  306.  It  must  be  a  typographical  error ; 
as  Captain  Pearson  must  have  known,  within  a  score  or  two, 
the  equipage  of  the  vessel,  and  by  this  reckoning  there  would 
have  been  not  a  soul  left  to  take  charge  of  the  fragments  of  the 
battle. 

The  Official  list  of  the  virounded  on  board  the  Serapis,  of  whom 
eight  had  died  when  it  is  dated,  September  30th,  amounts  to 
68,  besides  a  few  whose  names  could  not  be  ascertained.*  Of 
the  dead  there  is  no  official  return  before  me.  In  the  roll 
of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard's  equipage,  published  in  Sher- 
bnnie's  Collections,  42  are  returned  killed,  and  40  wounded.t 
There  are,  however,  but  228  names  on  this  imperfect  docu- 
ment, which  is  without  date  or  voucher;  and  in  which  the 
master,  Mr.  Cutting  Lunt,  is  called  the  third  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Staoey,  acting  master,  the  master,  &c.  Captain  Pearson  says, 
"  our  loss  in  the  Serapis  was  very  great."  Jones  says,  in 
bis  Journal  for  the  King  :  **  By  a  return  of  the  surgeon  of  the 
Serapis,  they  had  a  hundred  men  dangerously  wounded  on  board 


"  Sherbarne't  Collv^ckmf,  p.  103.  j  fl>.  p.  140. 
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that  ship  in  the  acttoiif  Their  loss  app<H»9  U)  be  tb^l;  m 
killed.  They  having  taken  on  bo^d  som^  East  foclia  ( 
at  Copenhagen,  over  and  above  their  cpniplemeety  their  crowr 
appears  to  have  been  four  hundred  effective  men,  wken  the 
action  began.  Captain  Jones  had  but  three  hundred  and  eighty, 
good  and  hadj  when  he  left  France.  He  had  manned  several 
prizes,  which,  with  desertions  on  the  coasts  of  Ireland  and  Scol- 
land,  and  the  absence  of  the  pilot  boat,  with  two  officers  and  six- 
teen of  his  best  men,  reduced  him  to  three  hundred  and  fofty, 
including  the  disaffected^  which  were  a  great  nuijority  of  the 
whole,  as  they  were  chiefly  Britiskj  who  had  enlisted  from  the 
prisons  of  France.*  It  may  also  be  observed,  the  officers  and 
men  placed  in  the  gun-room,  sixty  in  number,  did  not  discharge 
a  second  shot,  por  otherwise  assist,  and  cannot  properly  be  said 
to  have  been  in  the  action.  To  say  nothing  of  the  damage  done 
by  the  Countess  of  Scarborough  and  the  Alliance,  the  enemy 
was  superior  in  cannon,  as  576  is  to  390,t  besides  &  greater 
superiori^  in  men ;  and  had  thirteen  feet  three  inches  b^weea 
her  guns }  whereas,  the  guns  of  the  Bon  Homine  Rtchaid 
were  only  nine  feet  six  inches  asunder." 

It  is  out  of  the  province,  as  it  is.  utterly  beyond  the  slkill  of  the 
compiler,  to  comment  with  any  science  oi\  the  oonduct  of  the 
commanders  of  the  Pallas  and  Vengeance,  during  this  naval 
combat.  It  will  appear  to  the  common  reader,  thfit  Captain 
Oottineau,  whom  Jon^s  always  ^pe^ff  respeetfutty,  did  all 
his  duty.  Jones  certifies,  that  Captain  Ricot  of  the  Vengeanoe 
was  '*  a  sensible  man,  and  a  good  office  ;"  ^^d  has  himself 


*  Fortj-flix  seamen  are  marked  aa  Amencaos,  is  the  roll  pnUniietf  is.  fllMrfcanw'e 
Collections,  and  thirty-two  among  the  officers  of  all  deecriptigni ,  from  the  commandef 
tothecook. 

i  In  Sherkone'a  OoU«ctionf,  the  weight  of  metal  which  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
copld^hrow,  i«  stated  at  414  poonda;  bat  this  statenant  is  wrang  altogeAer,  aooord- 
Ing  to  the  official  inventory  in  French,  copied  from  that  filed  by  order  of  Congress. 
Jones  bad  6  eighteen-ponnders,  38  twelve-poanders,  and  6  nine-poondera.  Three  of 
tb9  last  gained  him  the  battle.  His  weight  of  metal  was,  therefore,  474.  That  of 
«the  Serapis,  aooor^iig  to  aberbnnie,  was  600. 
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corrected  the  charge  of  neglect  of  ordenri  wlMCb  le  «t  first 
threw  out  against  him.  If  it  be  thought  that  ^^  be  did  his  duty^ 
and  he  did  no  tnore,"  it  must  be  reniemb^ed  that  by  rdnddm 
firing  he  might  have  done  more  harm  than  good ;  and  that  the 
Serapis  had  a  broadside  in  sUxe  on  the  off  side,  which  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  bis  corvette  of  12  guns  and  sixty-niir 
men.  Like  the  lieutenant  in  the  pilot  boat,  he  may  have 
thought  it  not  prudent,  to  go  too  close  in  the  night  to  two  ships, 
both  on  fire,  and  locked  in  mortal  struggle.  The  AlHance,  die 
comet  of  the  scene,  might  have  flung  some  of  its  seattenng  trail 
at  him,  as  the  commander  does  not  seem  to  have  confined  his 
attentions  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis.  Cupidity 
could  not  have  been  the  dominant  passion  of  any  of  the  French 
captains;  or  they  would  have  given  a  better  account  of  tibe 
convoy. 

But  what  can  be  said  for  Canire  Admral  Pierre  Landau^  as 
he  afterwards  styled  himself?  The  miqd  not  stolid  or  brutalized, 
ever  seeks  an  apology  or  an  explanation  for  mental  ecoentricity, 
when  it  is  unallied  to  moral  turpitude.  But  if  we  are  to  treat 
Landais  as  a  rational  agent,  we  must  charge  Um,  as  all  who 
have  canvassed  the  subject  have  done,  either  with  oowardioe^ 
gross  ignorano^,  and  stujpidity,  or  tnalignant  and  base  jealousy. 
Make  every  allowance  for  the  tactic^  and  regime  of  the  old 
ecde  de  la  marim  ;  for  the  pride  of  birth,  if  he  was  noble ;  and 
for  professional  pride,  if  he  considered  himself  under  the  cm- 
coardaij  as  an  ally  of  Jones,  and  not  bound  to  obey  his  orders : 
still,  on  one  or  more  of  the  prongs  of  this  ugly  trident,  Landfiis. 
must  either  be  impaled,  or  sadly  bruised.  We  are  ooatpeHed 
to  reject  the  idea,  that  per^toial  tunidity  was  his  misfbrlwie,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  bis  profession^  buttfmnr  various  passagea 
in  his  life.*    If  we  aafc  for  the  motives  of  his  oaoduct  on  this 


*  Captain  de  Cottinean  de  IQogaene,  of  the  Pallas,  does,  however,  certify  distinctly 
to  the  ttintk  artiele^  the  ehtfSM'afanMt  Landaii ;  which  was,  that,  wben  on  the 
monung  of  the  day  when  the  action  was  fbnght,  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  came  in 
nghtofthe  Pallac  and  Allianee,  off  Flamhoyoagh  Head,  Landais  told  hhn,  that  ifit  was 
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Qcoasion^  Ihe  twenty-tHird  charge  against  iditi,  attested  by  the 
foroial  declarations  of  three  officers  is,  that  he  *^  acknowledged 
a/ter  the  action,  that  he  would  have  thought  it  no  harm  if  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  had  strode ;  for  it  would  have  given  him 
an  opportunity  to  retake  her,  and  take  the  Serapis.''     Other 
witnesses  of  competent  character  bear  testimony  that  he  subse- 
quently made  the  same  remark.     We  shall  encumber  these 
pages  with  no  more  of  the  multitudinous  accusations  and  proofs 
against  Landais,  growing  out  o{  this  transaction.     Grave  nar- 
rative nuist  leave  his  memory  under  these  embarrassments. 
The  amateurs  of  the  moral  picturesque,  may  disport  with  it 
after  thmr  several  conceptions.* 

In  an  account  made  out  by  Jones  while  at  the  Tezel,  I  Snd 
an  item  in  which  the  marine  committee  of  the  Un Jted  States  is 
charged  with  a  hundred  ducats,  paid  to  John  Jackson,  of  HuU, 
as  smart  money;  ^'  besides,'^  the  item  states,  '^  giving  him  a 
certificate,  by  which  he  is  to  receive  half  pay  as  Pilot  during  his 
life,  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Parb,  for  his  gallant  behaviour,  and  the  loss  of  his  arm,  in  the 
action  with  the  Serapis ;  and  for  his  having  proved  a  faithful 
pilot  on  the  east  coast  of  England."  This  man  did  receive  his 
half  pay  during  life. 

Among  these  memoranda  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Se- 
rapis, it  may  be  well  to  give  a  refriy  in  anticipation,  to  a  question 
which  will  naturally  occur  to  those  who  take  any  interest  in  an 
unparalleled  sea  fi^,  in  which  the  honour  and  hopes  of  their 
own  country  and  its  flag,  were  in  no  smyali  degree  at  hazard. 
That  question  is,  whether  Jones,  who  wrought  as  a  commdo 
sailor,  while  he  acted  hB  a  commander  in  the  engagement,  who 
ladled  the  ships  fast  tog^ber  with  his  own  hands,  repulsed  the 
boarders,   and  personally  worked  the  only  serviceable  guns, 


a  50  gnn  ibi|V  they  miift  nm  moa§:  thoqgh  lie  knew  Uutt  Uie  PaUw,  firom  her  dill 
oaUingy^iltt  be  takaB. 

*  See  Apeendiz  No.  Y UI.  befibre  Mferred  to. 
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was  wounded  in  the  conflict*  It  umikl  aciem  tkat  he  mtutkave 
**  borne  a  chamed  life,*'  if  in  all  bis  daring  and  seemingly  rash 
exploits,  no  bullet  was  marked  for  him,  and  if,  among  crashing 
timbers,  cjcploding  cartridges,  and  fljring  ruins,  he  moved  un^ 
scathed  amidst  carnage  and  destruction.  He  has  been  charged, 
from  the  tenor  of  his  style,  with  not  making  the  least  of  his 
services,  and  in  fact  with  boastful  egotism,  by  those  who  had 
not  examined,  or  did  not  pause  to  consider  the  meaning  phraseo- 
logy of  that  day,  which  to  quiet  citizens  who  now  feel  and 
know  that  they  are  free,  sounds  as  somewhat  fantastic  Nekbec 
have  these  censors  ever  weighed  the  circumstances  of  the 
ciqptain's  education,  the  causes  which  led  him  to  adopt  a  par-» 
lanoe  then  faqculiar,  about  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  &c.  and 
the  situation  in  which  he  spoke  in  the  first  person,  as  one  having 
authority  so  to  do,  when  it  was  in  behalf  of  suffSaring  and  corn-** 
plaining  seamen,  on  whose  account  be  was  himself  out  of  pocket* 
All  who  have  been  misled  l^  an  unenlightened  c^psiderivtioii,  of 
the  style  of  Joies,  should  remember,  that  he  never  in  any  of  his 
appeals,  whether  made  with  deliberation,  or  oathe  spur  of  the 
moment,  speaks  of  his  personal  privations  or  sufferance*  :  A 
memorandum  made  by  him  in  his  Journal,  that  he  never  had 
three  hours'  rest  out  of  the  twenty-four,  during  this  cruise, 
was  not  inserted  in  any  official  document,  and  never  intended 
for  effect*  It  is  known,  as  I  am  assured,  that  he  was  once 
severely  wounded  in  the  head,  and  that  he  underwent  great 
suffioring  at  several  times,  from  violent  iiyuries  received  in  dis-- 
charging  hb  duty*  But,  though  he  carefully  preserved  the 
hasty  notes  of  distinguished  men,  and  the  billets  doux  of  fair 
correspondents,  and  loved  to  dwell  upon  every  mark  of  distinc 
tion  which  he  reoeived  from  courts  or  courtiers^  he  never 
chronicled  his  wounds  in  any  letter  or  journal.  The  only 
reference  I  find  to  them,  is  in  a  fragment  of  what  seems  to  be 
the  draft  of  a  lettw  in  his  own  hand  writing,  to  some  person, 
either  a  member  of,  or  connected  with,  the  French  ministry ; 
and  io  have  been  written  but  a  short  time  before  his  death.  It 
vfill  be  quoted  in  its  place.     Speaking  of  his  cold  reception  by 
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M«  DeSartinC)  ttfter  bis  retmni  froAi  the  Telel^  be^Mrfs  :  *<  He 
did  not  even  ask  me  if  my  ketifch  had  not  8«#bred  from  my 
wmrnds,  and  the  unoommon  fatigue  I  had  nndei^ne.^'  TUd 
be  merely  mentieng  as  a  forgetfuhiesB  of  the  ordinary  forms  of 
miniseerial  poUtieaegs. 

<<  CAPTArN  Jooes^"  we  follow  bis  journal,  ^  took  command  of 
the  Sersipis,  and  ereeted  juty^masts.  After  tossing  about  to  and 
fpo  in  Ae  North  Seiiy  for  ten  days,  in  contrary  winds  and  bad 
weaiher,  itf  older  to  g>ain  the  pert  of  Dunkirk,  on  aecouat  of  the 
prisoners,  the  captains  under  bis  command,  afler  some  cabal, 
bore  away  far  the  Tiexel,  and  left  him  to  windward,  with  Ae 
choice  lo  foNow  or  proceed.  [Captain  Jones  never  had  three 
hoars  sleep  in  the  twenty-'fbut,  in  tbe  whole  campai|^,  from 
L^Orient  to  tbe  Texeh]  The  squadron  anchored  off  the  Tescel 
the  3d  of  October,  1T79 ;  and  they  persisted  in  working  into  the 
port,  though  the  wind  was  Mr  for  Dunkirk  the  next  morning.^ 

This  naval  *<tempaign"  as  its  hero  styles  it,  of  course  made 
^hoos  that  were  heard  to  a  mighty  (finance*  The  fird  be  biid 
kindled  in  the  British  ocean  ihing  its  terrific  radiaiM^  far  over 
the  world  of  waters,  and  was  bebeM  fVom  distant  shores. 
Britam  was  inceftsed  at  finding  this  celebrated  American,  with 
bis  audacious  prow,  a  second  time  carrjrii^  dismay  into  her  bar:' 
hours ;  and  at  the  loito,  in  a  fairly  fought  battle,  of  one  of  her  fineM 
frigates.  France  and  her  attics  could  not  but  beddighted.  Iflto 
journals  ofdiOdayteetlied  with  varying  accounts  of  his  exploits.* 


*  fltrwilof tlwM  MImapofwj  a«ioial»ham.b«eii  fi<r|ttiarly  rapvblialMd* 
r  lo  qvote  puny  of  them. 


:teirad  if  M  Utter  fhniiSUMJdiclm,  Sq^ietii^^ 
•«  BtpNMM«npiT«idod0M«iilQr,  from  Suid^ 
■iHw  >Mi  aoi»Qf  <<IHer»    In  60)MM(tfieiioe  of  tho  c«ftare  of  lo  mai^  ooUien,  and 
tbf  intenmption  of  thelrade,  tbe  price  of  coals  will  be  enormooa.    Instead  of  haying 
tbe  dominion  of  the  sea,  it  ia  now  evident  that  we  are  not  able  to  deferid  onr  own  ooaat 
from  depred^tkiila. 


Thougli  tte  peerkhMW  of  Landai^  had  pcareated  Jura  frwo^ 
fiurly  trying  any  of  the  ^chemea  he  had  meditated,  and  which 
were  eomjpatible  wkh  each  other,  had  time  been  allowed,  and 
Aae^dine  and  eeereejr  firefenred— of  interceptii^  the  homeward 
bmmd  Eagt  India  ^hips,  the  West  India  or  Hudson's  Bay  sh^Ni, 
or  Oe  Bakie  fleet---he  had  atriM^  another  blow,  valuable  forits 
eftet  in  gmtif  coyMfidence  to  thoM  who  were  arming  or  formii^ 
iystens  of  armed  neittralitjr  agaitiit  the  dictalress  of  the  ocean. 
l^Ke  ndatmati^m  Jm  wai  enabled  frfioi  r^aouree^  and  facilities 
peenUar  to  h«ielf,  to  give  to  the  mioiitais  and  the  oomm^^ 
ef  the  aiMed  aqMUlron,  was  of  the  highlit  vahie,  and  anticiiiated 
often  all  their  ether  advioet*  Hud  thor  action  been  in  a 
medeiate  degree  oraunemnraCe  with  his  conception,  the  com- 
meree  ef  Bnglaad  would  long: have  had  cause  to  rue  the  ao- 


^  The  master  ofc  sloop  Aom  Harwiefa,  wfao  entire  yettrdey,  etwoa  Satttrdsy  lut, 
■olew  than  elsren  aailof  aiae^wiar  foiaim  fearah  of  PMl  Jones,  and  among  them 
WM  ^  Edgar  of  74  gwBs. 

**Bytht  ezamination  of  the  four  men  belonging  to  one  of  Paul  Jones'  squadron,  it 
appears  that  Jones'  orders  were  not  to  bnm  any  houses  or  towns.  WInt  aa  example 
ofhoDOttrasdfresAMMdaee-AAMr&eathns  show  tow!  WhieewtraopaaMrai^iBg 
ahoat  ftvoi  town  to  town  on  their  coast,  boming  every  thing  with  a  wanton,  wicked 
barbarity,  Dr,  Franklin  gives  no  orders  to  retaliate;  be  is  above  it :  and  the^e  was  a 
time  when  an  English  ministor  was  above  it ;  when  an  English  minister  would  have 
t&dained  to  make  war  in  so  viDanoas  a  mode,  ft  is  a  disgrace  to  the  natien.  Pnl 
Imms  oodd  have  ImaA  LeHbtbe  other  di^y  with  the  graatost  ease,  and  another  little 
•uit."  .  ,    . 


From  th§L4md0nCkntikU,.OcMer  17th,  1779, 
**  Amsterdam,  October,  7th. — LastToesday,  Paul  Jones,  with  the  prizes,  the  Serapis 
and  Scarborongh,  entered  the  Tezel,  and  this  day  he  appeared  on  the  Exchange, 
where  business  gave  way  to  curiosity.  The  crowd  pressing  upon  hhn,  by  whom  he  was 
ityM  the  teriorcf  the  Eflgliah^  be  wilUfvw  to  a  veomfroating 
Vensieivr  Doaaeville  theFrp^ch  agent,  and  the  Americans,  paid  him  such  a  volley  of 
compliments,  and  such  homage  as  he  could  only  answer  with  a  bow ;  he  was  dressed  in 
the  American  unifonn,  with  a  Scotch  bonnet  edged  with  gold,  is  of  a  middling  statare, 
stem  oountonanoe,  and  swarthy  complexion.  It  wl«  Mppoeed  be  was  going  to  Paris 
toiaoaiTe  Ibaenigwtolatioasof  the  Grand Monaiqiie,  and  Dr.  Fraakliii;  hot  lam  now 
informed,  he  is  gmie  to  the  Hague,  to  solicit  by  the  French  ambassador,  the  repair  of 
his  shipping,  which  if  he  should  succeed  in,  he  will  probably  elude  the  vigilance  of  a 
74  gun  ship  waiting  before  theTexel." 
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cession  of  so  shrewd  and  practical  a  colleague  to  the  comiscls 
of  her  enemies. 

In  the  blaze  of  his  renown,  and  with  the  spoil  of  his  victory^ 
be  was  a  second  time  to  contend  with  a  series  of  difieukie^ 
more  intricate  than  the  court  intrigues  which  had  b^re  ei^ 
hausted  his  patience ;  but  not,  fortunately,  so  protracted.  BrfoM 
he  was  to  leave  the  port,  he  entered  in  triumph*  This  he  offset^ 
ed,  with  all  his  honour  saved,  gmned  additional  fame  by  hit 
perfect  seamanship,  and  was^ireotlyand  materiaUjr  instrmDental 
in  producing  an  open  rupture  b^ween  England  sad  Holland. 
It  is  not  doubted  that  this  contingency;  was  conteoaplated,  when 
he  bad  orders  to  make  the  Texel  his  port  of  destination* 

By  the  portions  of  Franklin's  correspondence  with  Jonesi 
which  have  been  extracted,  the  reader  will  have  utiderstood  the 
difficulties  which  prevented  any  vessels  or  naval  stores  intended 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States  from  being  openly  taken 
out  of  the  ports  of  Holland,  a  nominally  neutral  power,  whidi 
had  not  yet  recognised  the  independence  of  the  abjuring  Cdo* 
nies,  and  was  bound  to  England  by  ancient  treaties.     Both 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  these  had  indeed  been  vidated ;  and 
so  far  as  that  of  1678,  which  bound  their  high,  mightinesses  to 
break  with  any  aggressor  against  thehr  ally,  it  had  been  treated  as 
obsolete.    And  they  were  preparing  to  accede  to  the  system  of 
an  armed  neutrality,  pr<qM>Bed  by  Russia,  though  the  treaty  was 
not  signed  until  the  middle  of  the  following  year.    The  mer- 
chants of  Amsterdam,  and  die  Grand  Pensionary  were  earnestly 
desirous  of  the  success  of  the  American  arms.     Secret  negotia- 
tions had  been  pending,  and  the  form  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  wa&found  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Jiaurens,  thrown 
overboard  by  him  previous  to  his  capture,  but  recovered,  which 
led  the.  government  of  Britain  to  give  immediate  attention  to  all 
that  was  passing  in  the  ports  of  Holland,  and  to  give  particular 
instruettons  to  their  minister,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  who  faithfully 
executed  them.    It  is  necessary  to  refer  to  these  well  known 
matters  of  history,  in  connecting  this  biojpraphy. 


,*<-v 
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M»  da  la  Sartoie  addresied  FranUiii  on  Ihe  5ih  8#ptember» 
in  relation  to  the  scheme  of  bringing  out  the  tndien  and  otiMr 
thipg,  deeignated  as  Dutch  and  neutral,  which  were  at  the  king's , 
diarge,  and  sundry  munitions  of  wav»  which  the  minister  styleSf 
"  tres  interessantes,''  from  the  ports  of  Holland  into  those  of 
France.  He  had  giren  orders,  he  said,  that  they  should  be  in 
readiness  by  the  expiralion  of  the  month,  when  the  limitation 
of  Jones'  cruise  would  ezpure ;  in  order  that  he  might  attend  to' 
them,  under  the  instractions  of  the  American  amliassador.  A 
copy  of  tins  letter  awaited  Jones  on  his  arrival  in  the  Texel 
road,  with  a  request  from  Franklin,  that  ^*  he  would  do  his  ut- 
most to  render  the  service  therein  mentioned  effectual ;  whidi 
would,  in  the  then  pending  instance,  be  very  advantageous  to 
the  common  cause,  and  very  acceptable  to  his  majesty."  ^'  It 
woidd  be  well  for  him,"  it  was  added,  *^  to  keep  his  intention  of 
oonveying  those  vessels  as  secret  as  possible,  lest  notice  of  it 
should  be  sent  to  England,  and  ships  fdaced  to  interc^  him." 
Jones  has  made  a  memorandum  on  tliis  passage,  which  has  been 
already  referred  to ;  ^*  I  found  our  object  in  the  pubUc  papers^ 
when  I  arrived  in  Udland ;  and  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  had  sent  off 
an  express  to  England,  inforining  also  that  part  of  my  business 
here  would  be  to  take  out  the  Indien.  I  was  then  under  the 
necessity,  to  rq>resent  the  want  of  secrecy  of  M.  Chaumont  to 
court,  and  to  complain  of  his  conduct  towards  me  in  the  affair 
of  the  Concordat." 

As  the  eyes  of  the  English  ministry  were  fixed  upon  Holland, 
and  there  was  no  lack  of  agents  to  give  them  information,  that 
€f  M.  Chaumont  would  seem,  at  the  present  day,  to  have  been 
gratuitous.  Nor  was  there  any  want  of  ships  to  intercept  Jones 
The  battle  with  the  Serapis  had  not  been  fought  in  a  comer* 
The  mind,  through  the  whole  scale  of  intellect,  from  the  high* 
est  to  the  meanest,  and  from  the  hero  to  the  hireling,  is  subject 
to  the  same  ^'  ly^e  passions."  A  steam  pipe  for  the  escape  ci 
surplus  vexation  is  not  always  philosophically  selected  >  and  if 
Jones  occaupnally  ascribed  a  change  in  the  wind,  a  timid  and 
deoeitflil  course  of  poliqr,  or  the  presence  of  some  seventy-fours, 
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to  the  imhappj  ^*  oancardatj^  it  was  bat.tke  eomman  error  of 
Iramanitj,  when  tried  as  his  nature  wm. 

Immediate^  on  arriving  in  the  Tezd  rottd,  <m  the  3d  of 
October,  he  addressed  an  aeeount  of  his  cnase  Co  the  Amoricaii 
ambassador,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Preoident  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  Frehch  minister*  The  bodj  <^  this  despatch 
has  ahneady  been  inserted.     The  oondnsion  wbb  as  foHows : 

*^  I  am  in  the  highest  d^ree  0enstt>le  of  the  magnlar  atten 
tions  wUdi  I  have  experienced  from  ike  cotnt  of  France,  wfaieh 
I  shaU  remember  wkh  perfect  gratitude  until  the  end  of  my  t^f 
and  wiH  always  endeavour  to  merit,  while  I  can,  eonsiotettt  widt 
myhonour,  continue  in  the  pubiie  service.  I  miist«peak  plainly: 
as  I  have  been  always  honouredwith  the  Ml  confidence  of  Con» 
gress,  and  as  I  also  flattered  myself  with  enjoying  in  somemea^ 
sure  the  confidence  of  the  court  of  France,  I  could  not  but  be 
astonished  at  the  conduct  of  Monsieur  de  Chaumont,  when,  is 
the  moment  of  my  departure  from  Groix,  he  produced  a  paper, 
a  concordat^  for  me  to  sign,  in  common  with  the  officers  whom 
I  had  coramissimied  but  a  few  days  before.  Had  that  papery 
or  even  a  tess  dishonourabte  one,  been  proposed  to  me'  at  the 
beginning,  I  would  have  rejected  it  with  just  contempt,~aiid  the 
word  deptacetnenif  among  others,  shoidd  have  been  necessary. 
I  cannot,  however,  even  now  suppose  that  he  was  quthorifiped  by 
the  court  to'make  such  a  bargain  with  me.  Nor  can  I  appose 
that  the  minister  of  the  marine  meant  that'M.^de  Chaumont 
should  coiunder  me  merely  as  a  colleague  with  the  commanders 
of  the  other  ships,  and  communicate  to  them  not  only  all  he 
knew,  but  aH  he  thought  respecting  our  destination  and  opera^ 
tions.  M.  de  Chaumont  has  made  me  various  reproaches  on 
aeoount  of  the  expense  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  wherewith 
I  cannot  think  I  have  been  justly  chargeable.  M.  de  Char 
milfaird  can  attest,  that  the  Bon  Hemme  Richard  was  at  last 
fiir  from  being  w^  fitted  or  armed  for  war.  If  any  person  o# 
persons,  who  have  been  charged  with  the  ^ipense  of  that  arma- 
ment have  acted  wrong,  the  fault  must  not  be  laid  to  my  charge. 
I  had  no  authority  to  superintend  that  armament,  and  the  per* 
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who  hwl  anthorily,  wom  to  fiur  finraa  gi?iBg  ae  whijt  I 
tbouf^  aecowttiy,  tltfit  M^^e  OlwniBoiit  ^reii  nfusedt  smoDf 
odwr  dnogs^  loalkiwoie]rQMloM<nwieliMpriiQii«rsof  fnur» 

^Inihorty  wUle  n^lilb  reamiosyifl  bsvie  aayc^natgr  to 
render  good  snd  aooeptabk  Mrvieesto  tiiecMiMoii  canae,  wo 
nHUd  will  Mtpfinrth  whb  g»Miter  ohecrfiiliiesi  and  aiactity  tiun 
myself;  Imt  I  am  iioi  made  to  be  diahoii6wed»  ner  can  I  Moept 
ofthe  Aa^«0ii;EdM0f  of  aay  maa  liviiif.  .Ofcoune  I  eanaoli 
coiurisleiit  withmyhoaoiiri  and  a  prospect  of  success,  undertake 
fiftmre  eorpedkioBS,  ualets  wken^  the  objeet  and  destmatian  is 
eenuMnneated  la  me  alone,  and  to  no  oti^r  person  ki  the  ma^ 
riite  Use*  In  eases  wfaer^  troops  are  embarked,  a  Bke  eonfr- 
denoe  ie  doe  ahme  to  their  commander  la  duef.  On  no  other 
oomlitioa  wUl  I  ever  undertake  the  diiefoommaad  of  a  prifale 
expedition  |  and  when  I  do  not  command  in  chief,  I  haTO  no 
desire  to  be  in  die  secret. 

<' l^  the  ^HMde,  the  captain  of  the  Allianee  has  behaved  so 
▼ery  iB  in  erery  respeet,^that  I  must  complain  hmdly  oi  his  eon- 
duct.  He  pretends  that  he  is  authorised  to  act  mdqpendeat  of 
my  command;  IhaTebeentaufht  the  contrary ;  butsupposiiig 
it  to  be  so,  his  conduct  has  been  base  and  unpardonable.  M. 
de  ChamUlard  will  explain  the  particular^  Either  .Oaptain 
Landais  or  ngrself  is  higl^  criminal,  and  one  or  the  other 
.must  be  punished*  I  forbear  to  take  any  stepti  witk  him  until 
I  have  the  advice  and  approbation  i^yonr  excelleiiGy.  L  have 
been  adfiaed  by  afl  the  oifeers  of  the  squadron  to  pot  BL  Lan- 
dais mider  arrest ;  but  as  I  have  postponed  it  eo  loof ,  I  wiU 
hear  with  hiiti  a  little  kmger,  uatB  the  retura  of  my  express^ 

^  We  this  day  anchored  bare,  having  since  the  action  been 
tossed  to  and  fro  by  contrary  winds.  I  wished  to  have  gained 
the  road  of  Dunkirk  on  account  of  our  prisoners,  but  was  oter*- 
iruled  by  the  majority  of  isy  cottmgm&i.  I  shall  hasten  up  to 
Ameterdam,  and  there,  if  I  meet  with  no  orders  for  my  goeern- 
ment,  I  wSl  take  the  advie^  of  the  French  ambassadmr.  It  is 
my  present  intention  to  have  the  Countess  of  Scarborough  ready 
to  transport  the  primwrs  from  hence  to  Dmdurk,  unless  it 
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ihrald  be  found  mcae^^cpedieiit  to  -deliTer  tliQHi  to  the  EagHsb 
^mbaisadori,  takmg  Us  ofaUgi^ion  to  cead  to  Doiikirk,  4dc  im^ 
mediatdyaaeqpialMilBberef  Amemaiiprisoiie]^  laniiiBder 
strong  «|fMreheii8ioii8  that  our  ofegeot ,  here  will  fail,  and  thai 
through  the  inqprudeace  <^  M.  do  Ohanttvmt,  who  has  conuniH 
nioated  eveay  thing  he  knew  or  thou^^t  on  the  matter,  to  per- 
a^aswhocanao^helptalkingof  it  atafuUtahte*  This  is  the 
imj  he  keeps  state  seerels,  though  he  never  mentioaed^the 
affiur  to  me.'' 

Qitherto,  deeming  it  unwise  to  breiyk  with  M.  ChauoMioti 
and  feeling  that  porsoaal  regard,,  which  siqppoeed  grounds  for 
complaiat  against  its-object  had  not  oirercome,  Jones  had  not 
directly  intimated  to  hkn  the  charges  of  moral  weakness,  which 
he  had  made  in  his  letters  of  a  <xmfidentaal  character.  The  com- 
munioatiQn  of  those  charges  was  now  inevitable ;  aod  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  written  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  account  of 
the  cruise  is  dated,  it  will  be  seen  that,  acting  on  his  impression 
Aat  his  conreipondent's  mind  was  not  w^halanced,  heexprcis- 
ed  hiaiself  with  a  hai^  mixture  of  Arankness  and  dexterity. 

"  On  hoard  ike  Ship  <^  War  the  Serayis,  at  anekor 
toitibMt  (l«^  Ikeal,  Oe(oft0r  3, 1779. 

M IL  Lfi  Ray  bE  CHAUifONT,  i  Pasqr, 

"  The  original  of  die  enclosed  copy  of  my  last  letter,  written 
on  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,^off  the  S.  W.  coast  of  Ire- 
land, the  24th  <rfAngust,  as  well  as  the  papers  whkh  preceded 
it,  ^ndto  which  it  alludes,  I  hope  duly  reached  the  hands  of  my 
firiend  M*  de  Chaumcmt,  and  ezidained  to  his  satisfiketion  my 
ccmductfram  thetime  I  left  Groix  until  that  date^  For  thefol 
faistory-of  my  expedition,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a 
letter  of  this  date,  winch  accompanies  this,  to  his  excellency  Dr. 
FnmUin,  who  will,  if  yon  demand  it,  fnmish  you  with  a  co[qr. 

f^I  wirii  to  act  a  candid  part  towards  all  men,  and  therefiM 
wish  you  to  have  a  to^  of  that  letter,  thiit  you  may  see  isjr 
sentiments  respecting  the  '*  concorda^^  which  you  imposed  upon 
nse  in  the  moment  of  ray  departure  from  Groix.  What^  codd 
have  inspired  you  with  trach  scMlitnents  of  4irtirost  towards  nic, 
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kfter  the  ocriar  jmiofe  of  hospitaiity  wUdr  ii  aaJong  bxpe* 
riienced  ill  your  IiotM,  and  dtetf  thewarin'QsqtfeMibiiB  afgeae^ 
ram  and  mlbotinded  fnendriup,  nvMbh  I  liad  cfobstaady  bean 
hCHMNired  with  in  your  letterB,  exceeds  my^ mental  SmMbb-^ 
comprehend.  I  am,  however,  yet  willing  tp  gire  yon  aa  oppeor-^ 
tnnityof  i^ndering  jnstioe  to  my  cfaaraeter.  leanneT  tkihk  yod 
are  perscmally  ray  enemy.  I  ratherimagiiie  that  your  eondact 
towards  me  at  L*Orient,  has  arisen  ttcm  the  Imuw  misrepresent^ 
ation  of  some  secret  viUainyi  thereftre,  I  am,  with  nnaltered 
sentiments  of  good  wtt  and  aAetion  for  yomrs^aad  finnily, 

*' My  dear  firieod, 
^  Tour  oUq;ed,  hnraUe  serfttnt*'* ' 

The  most  cffibisire  pronsion  ef  the  eoncoirdal  was,  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  which  gave  the  eommaiiders  the  right  to  succeed 
in  order,  in  case  of  death  or  retreat.  Without  this  privilege,  it 
is  not  probable  that  they  would  hare  agreed  to  sailon  the  pro- 
jected cruise.  Bu^  the  independence  wHAi  it  made  them  ftel, 
no  doubt  gave  rise  to  the  want  of  sdborduiation,  whieh  Jones 
had  so  much  reason  to  comrplaiii  of.  Without  taking  thn  into 
consideration,  the  reader  may  be  at  a  loss  to  aecount  for  the 
strong  language  employed  in  the  feregmng  extract,  and  when- 
ever the  concordat  is  adverted  to  by  the  commaader  of  the 
squadron. 

On  the  5th,  Jones  addresiied  the  Duke  de  la  Tauguyon» 
ambassador  of  France  at  the  Hague.  The  return  of  his  pri* 
soners  was  not  completed,  but  he  rated  it  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  wounded.  The  total 
number,  however,  exceeded  five  hundred.  He  asked  the  advice 
of  the  ambassador,  as  to  what  measures  he  should  adopt  in 
relation  to  them  ;  and  irHiether  it  woidd  be  advisable  toset^them 
free  at  the  Texel,  on  such  security  as'  might  be  obtained  for  the 
liberation  of  an  equal  number  of  Americans  in  England, 
or  to  send  them  to  Dunkiiic  in  the  Countess  of  asarborougfa, 
which  was  not  fit  for  service,  and  the  Vengeanoe,  Miich  might 
return  with  as  ^any  irecnrits  as  could  be  obcmnei.    He  idso 


•Istod  hb  indUity  t#  coMyly  wiUti  the  instrpetamd  reeenred 
ftom  FranUn,  tfarough  M.  Dnnu,  wAoudggml^  and  uiiMuit 
amtaiiM.  191011811  the  iMdl  cTUm^  S^nipis  ww  not  too  mwh 
iknragecl  t*  he  euiij  repm^dr  ab^  wanted  em^ely  nmr 
andrifguify  Mui0,\|boaUi»  and  pcoyimmm* 
M.  Dttmaa,  the  ifusm  uareeogniMd  agaitf;  for  tlio  17.  S. 

»mlrisdiploiiia)qrf  aadthU  wa«aBii^(irtii^  Itja 
to  rMdhia  letters,  witlMQt  aoiaekKDg  bopiai^iiwitli 
have  eaconmitM  m  tka  dvmis  (tf'  tltia  parifd,  tbat 
ther^  wtts  aacM  a(flfeoCatkm  tiiM  uigMaftf  fa  nqratt^  lia 
asmuned;  and.aaore  acdour  than  utility  in  hn  impubes  and 
moyemaala.  He  imsi  howmtiy  m  fme  tneod  of  freedom  and 
of  America.  A  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Jones  on  the  Mi,  is  an 
amasing  specimen  of  <M»ecesaaryjnystieiBgi*  BytaUnf  the  risk 
af  iqMng  (Ed^pusi  )One  ntight  leara  froa)  k  th^ 
the  Hagiie,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  "the  great  many'* 
meaning  the  French  amhnesaJnrt  Welear^i  timu  his  Journal, 
that  Jimes  was  sent  ibr  fay  ftbisgentleman*  whp  ^eed withhim 
in  thinhing  it  would  he  most  tsxpedient  to  send  the  prisoners  to 
Dnnkirii  as  soon  bM  it  could  iiesffiUy  be  done.  But,  before 
nmUag  the  attempt,  it  was  agreed  to  eemast  the  Serapis,  as 
they  wiere  already  apprised  that  small  s^juadrons  had  be<n 
detaidiedby  the  English  government,  to  intercept  Jones,  on  the 
east  coast  of  England  and  Scotland,  the  coast  of  Norway,  in  the 
Irish  diannd,  on  the  west  of  Xrdand,  and  in  die  straits  of 
Dover.  IL  Damas,  says  in  Us  oAcial  despatches  to  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affinrs,  that  Jones  anrived  at  the  Hague  on 
the8th,with  a  single  domestic,  and  remained  only  until  the  next 
day,  iHien  he  took  post  fi>r  Amsterdam.  It  appears  from  the 
bciginaing  of  Ae  mysterious  letter  referred  t^' above,  that  the 
commodore  missed  the  post,  or  ma9  wagoo,  which  *'  half  £s- 
tracted^M.  Dumas  when  he  heard  of  it;  bnth^was  ^^restored 
to  hb  senses''  hy  a  coachman,  who  told  him  that  Jones  had 
overtaken  il  at  the  distance  ti  eight  or  nine  miles  from  the 
Hague.  M .  Dumistafts  also  of  ^^  a  man  in  high  station  in  dbe 
[f,  it  is  ta  be  sttppoeed*  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  the 
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^Gfeiid  9NMAMkrf  df  AmmerdmB,  bd(k«  i^nmAi  ke'tMtd*  laid 
eirtafli  ttiltttisirs  at  iv4iMi  be  htntd  in  idle  riddles.  The  <^  liian 
inUgtlitatioil"  recommended  expeditiettiepreptiuriiigf  for  ivl^ 
erer  wii  to  be  done,  and  infimaied  M.  Dumasi  that  there  was 
a  hiw,  iitniting  the  period  duiing  whldi  foreign^:  slofto  of  War 
wefe  idlowed  to  watt  for  repairs  in  that  pott,  when  the  whtd 
pemrilted  them  to  go  out.  M.  Damali  endosed  hifii  own  in- 
Mmetians,  aigaed  by  M.  Chaamont,  and  i^^jroved  by  Frluildiil. 
These  were,  to  recommend  the  greatest*  cironmdpeotiofi  to  M 
tlBeoommailders  of  the  squadron  under  the  Ammottn'flagi  &i 
their  behaviour  while  in  HoUand,  and  to  giro  the  earliest  aMtk 
of  its  arriral,  in  order  that  such  supines  mighty  be  imhiedteM^ 
'MrMrarded  as  should  be  neeessarf , ''  without  giving  cause  hr 
any  <(ue8ti6n  being  agitated,  which  might  embarrass  tbe  Dutdi 
in  the  obnduet  thej  thought  it  for  their  interest  to  observe 
towards  England."  h 

On  the  9(h,  gfir  Joseph  Yorice  sent  his  ofltcial  eomnnltnentidti 
to  their  high  mightinesses,  in  reh^ion  to  the  presenice 'Of  the 
squadron.    As  it  is  brief,  we  insert  it. 

i 
"  Hl0H  AND  MlOfltY  LORD6,  ' 

**  The  undersigned,  ambassador  extraordhnary  and  i^enipO- 
tentiary  of  the  king  of  Great  Bi^italn,  has  the  honour  to  eoiA- 
milnie^»  to  your  high'  mightinesses,  that  two  of  his  majesty's 
ships,  iM  Sei^pis  ahd  the  Countess  <^  Scarborough,  arriviM 
some  days  agb  in  the  TexeF,  baring  been  attacked  and  takAi 
by  Ibree,  by  at  certain  Paul  Joties,  a  sulijeet  of  the  king;  wito 
according  to  treaties  and  the  laws  of  war,  can  only  be  considered 
as  a  rebel  and  a  pirate.  The  undersigned  is  therefcnre  in  duty 
bound  to  recur  to  your  high  mightinesses  and  demandi  th^r 
immediate  orders  that  those  ships,  with  their  officers  and  furems 
may  be  stopped,  and  he  especially  recommends  to  yrmr 
humanity,  to  permit  the  wounded  to  be  brought  on  shore,  that 
proper  attentioA  may  be,  paid  tp  tt^^n,  at  the  ejgi^s^.  of^tbe 
king-hiS'nHlfller^**  .ii     -  r^  .   .>       m  ...  ^<.i 

"  YOBKE." 
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^r  yna^  writuig  to  Ota  FraoUtm  on  the^  Ji;Uh«.:^neii 
BOl;  apprised. of.  tbis  memorial  ha?iiig  l>een.  pr^^9^te4-  He 
staiMt  that  be  was  doing  all  in  his  power  to  .act  upop.tbe 
4idvice  given  by  tb^  l^rench  ambassadpr. ,  He  ^Iso  e^KfN-^^^ 
Jiis  determinaticHito  keep  the  captain  of  tbe  Serapis  in  his  bands, 
<aa  a  b0stage^.  until  Captain  Cunningham,  who  whs  a  prisoni^ 
In  iJngland,  should  be  rel^m^.  He  said,  *'  I  wish  hearti^  that 
.pfXMT  Cunni9ghaini  (whom  I  am  taught  tp  regard  9b  a  cpnti- 
.nental, officer,)  was  exchanged ;  as  with  his  assifstaoce  I  cooid 
fprm.fi  court  martial,  which  I  believe  you  will  s«e,  uBavoi4a* 
Mq/''^  ]Qf  Captain  Landai^,  Jbe  says :  ^^  be  has  ooqip  up  here,  and 
fwvjpo^^  after  ^gfidd^ig  about  in  this city» U>  figuri^.^way  at.  tbe 
,Qague<  He  continues  to  affect  an  entire  ind^epexiddncei  of  t9f 
oonlfoly^and  has  given  in  here  an  extraordinary  demand  f^r 
Sjopplies  of  every  kind.  This  famous  demimd,  hovfraver,  X  have 
ventured  to  disapprove,  and  reduced  to,  I  believe,  a  fourth  part 
p£i|#i^;^St,e3(tent.  I*hop0  to  acc<Hint,to  your  sftisf^ctipn  for  my 
i:^$fifi§^,^mQi!^g  yflmh  is  bis  having  been  so  pleiilif|i]ly^a|i4  so 
lately  furnished." 

This  valiant  and  ^  scattering"  hero,  was,  according  to  several 
accounts  besides  this,  making  a  famoas. report  of  bis  own  ex- 
ploifs.  :7he  t^rJQ»a  of  Ahis  extract  show  tbe  mami<er  in. which 
Jones,  felt  disposed  to  troat.bioi ;  which  was,  with  contempt*  not 
»Q  open^  expressed  as  to  injure  the  service.  He  tboipgH  bim 
pf  too.little.consequence  to  put  him  under  arrest,  at  tba  fiek  of 
givifig  ri^c  to  dissati^i^ction,  among  the  French-;  This  .com- 
mand of  his.temper,,bowever,  yyas  such  as  less  irritable  discipli 


*^  I  ^dno  mention  made  in  what. are  called  the  Na/al  Chronicles  of  tbe  United 
(States,  ofa  commission  having  beeii  ^ven  tb'^aptairi  Ciraiiingham  in  the  navy.  Ac- 
oordldf  ^tttiCotdiiboroiigh^  page  91, lie  te<i^«d  a  4A>iMHidbiott  'fer  a  prfTiit««r 'A^Mn 
Fimnklin,  and  Demn  Hi^  cruim  in  t^p  Bntiab<:h4(y9f|  n)|^  jHs.ftfun^  ^erriMfin 
the  months  of  the  vnlgar.  When  he  was  (japtured  in  1778,  and  detained  in^ie  harboar 
of  New  York,  he  was  treated  with  sach  severity,  that  Congress  twice  passed  resola- 
tloM,  thraateW^  retaliation.  A  Wl6^Qb't«fprMnti£litmof'%bik^Wa^'ezbibiM 
London.    SoMystbeanthorityeited.    He  wasat  this  time  del»ttiMliBt£mla«|j!  * 
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narianB  m^ht  not  hare  shown,  even  tbough  good  policy  required 
it ;  add  his  coolness  and  constant  attention  to  the  necessary 
basinet  of  refitting  his  squadron  and  disposiiig  of  the  prisoners, 
during  aH  the  pending  consultations  in  which  he  was  so  deeply 
interested,  have  been  deseryedly  commented  on  as  proving  his 
eapfteity  for  the  conduct  of  political  movements  of  importance. 
A  very  excellent  man,  the  Baron  Vander  Capellen,  who  was,  as 
he'  s^tes  himself,  **  an  old  and  tried  friend  of  America,"  and 
a  member  of  the  house  of  nobles  of  the  province  of  Overyssel, 
wrote  to  Jones  at  this  time,  apparently  instigated  by  the  con- 
versation to  which  the  valorous  stories  of  M.  Landais  gave  birth, 
asking  as  a  favour,  an  account  of  the  particulars  '*  relating  to  a 
sea  fights  rather  to  be  found  in  the  books  of  the  former  century,' 
than  in  our  present  age,  on  the  ocean." 

Jones  wrote  to  the  baron  a  respectful  and  discrete  reply, 
encloeing  a  copy  of  his  account  of  the  cruise,  with  other  docu- 
ments relative  to  his  adventures.  M.  Dumas  begged  him  not 
send  the  former,  in  its  whole  extent,  as  it  would  be  improper 
for  M.  de  Capelle,  as  he  chose  to  designate  that  gentleman,  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  complaints  against  M.  de  Chaumont 
He  also  informed  Jones,  that  the  baron,  though  a  *'  very  good 
republican,"  and  a  "  well  thinking  private,"  knew  nothing  of  the 
secret  of  his  negociations  with  the  "  two  great  men,"  and  was 
"excluded  from  any  share  of  government  in  his  country." 
The  letter  of  Jones,  to  M.  Vander  Capellen  contained  the  fol- 
lowing passage : 

"  I  was,  indeed,  born  in  Britain ;  but  I  do  not  inherit  the 
degenerate  spirit  of  that  fallen  nation,  which  I  at  once  lament 
and  desjHse.  It  is  fSEir  breath  me  to  reply  to  their  hireling  in- 
vectives. They  are  Strangers  to  the  inward  approbation  that 
greatly  animates  and  rewards  the  man  who  draws  his  sword 
orily  in  support  of  the  dignity  of  freedom.  America  has  been 
the  country  of  my  fond  election,  from  the  age  of  thirteen, 
when  I  first  saw  it.  I  hfeul  the  honour  to  hoist  with  my  own 
hands  the  flag  of  freedond,  the  first  time  it  was  displayed  on  the 
river  Delaware ;  and  I  have  attended  it  with  veneration  ever 
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«Uic^  on  the  ocean*  t  see  it  reepec^  ev^p  b^r«»  in  ^pMif  of 
the  pitifiil  Sir  Joseph;  and  I  ardently  wish. and  bope  rery  0oe« 
to  exchange  a  salute  with  the  flag  of  this  republic*  Let  bat 
the  two  republics  join  hands,  and  they  will  giye  peaee  to  die 
WQrld." 

It  would,  indeed,  have  been  singular,  if  the  burgbers  of  Old 
Amsterdam  bad  not  felt  sympathy  for  the  fortunes  of  a  people, 
some  of  whose  most  prosperous  settlements  had  been  made  by 
their  own  ancestors;  in  which^  though  wrested  from  their  sway, 
so  much  of  their  good  habits  was  still  preserved,,  and  idbove  all 
their  pure  and  uncorrupted  religion.  Old  and  sacred  asfQcia<> 
dons,  commercial  interests,  and  a  like  political  feeUbg,  mad?  a 
strong  party  there,  naturally  attached  to  the  cause  of  Am^ricaii 
independence. 

The  letter  from  Franklin,  dated  on  the  15th  October,  in 
reply  to  the  despatches  of  Jones,  dated  the  8d,  was  as  follows : 
and  mjist  have  been  so  gratifying  to  him  who  received  it,  that 
it  needs  no  commentary ;  but  every  line,  including  the  postscript, 
is  worthy  of  attention. 

**I  received  the  account  of  your  cruise  and  engagement  with 
the  Serapis,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  send  me  from  the 
Texel.  I  have  since  received  your  favour  of  the  8tb,  from 
Amsterdam.  For  some  days  after  the  arrival  of  your  express, 
,  scarce  any  thing  was  talked  of  at  Paris  and  Versailles,  but  your 
cool  conduct,  and  persevering  bravery  during  that  terrible  con- 
flict. You  may  believe,  that  the  impression  on  my  mind  was 
not  less  stropg  than  that  of  others  ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  say 
in  a  letter  to  yourself  all  I  think  on  such  an  occasion. 

*'  The  ministry  are  much  dissatisfied  with  Captajn  Landais, 
and  Monsieur  de  Sartine  has  signified  to  me  in  writing  that  it 
is  expected  that  I  should  send  for  him  to  Paris,  and  call  hwi  to 
account  for  his  conduct,  particularly  for  deferring  so  long  his 
coming  to  your  assistance  ;  by  which  means,  it  is  supposed,  the 
States  lost  some  of  their  valuable  citixens,  and  the  king  Umt 
many  of  his  subjects,  volunteers  in  your  ship,  together  with  the 
ship  itself. 
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"  I  harey  accordingly  wriltento  ham  tUs  diqr,  aequahtting 
him,  tbafe  he  i«  charged  with  diBohedieoce  <tf  otdera  in  the  croisey 
and  niglect  erf*  his  duty  in  the  engagement;  that  a  court  martial 
being  at  this  time  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable,  I  would 
give  him  an  earlier  oppKHrtimity  of  oflbring  what  he  has  to  sa; 
in  his  justificatMMi,  and  for  that  purpose  direct  him  to  render 
himself  immediately  here,  bringing  with  him  sudi  papers  or 
testimonies  as  he  may  think  useftil  in  his  defence.  I  knoW  not 
whether  be  will  obey  my  inrders,  nor  what  the  nunistry  would 
do  with  him  if  he  comes  ;  but  I  suspect  that  they  may,  by  some 
of  their  concise  (^rations,  save  the  trouble  of  a  court  martial- 
It  wfll,  ho^ereTt  be  well  fcur  you  to  fiamish  me  with  what  jfou 
may  judge  [NTopw  to  sujqxirt  the  charges  against  him,  thlit  I  may 
be  able  to  give  a  just  and  clear  account  to  Congress*  In  the 
mean  time  it  will  be  necessary,  if  he  should  refuse  to  come, 
that  you  should  put  him  under  an  arrest ;  and  in  that  case,  as 
well  as  if  he  comes,  that  you  should  either  af^int  some  person 
to  the  ccMnmand,  or  take  it  upon  yourself;  fin*  I  know  of  no 
person  tp  reoomipend  to  you  as  fit  for  that  station* 

"  I  am  uneasy  about  your  prisoners,  (504  in  number,)  I  wish 
they  were  safe  in  France*  You  will  then  have  completed  ike 
glorious  work  of  giving  liberty  to  all  the  Am^iicaas  that  have 
so  long  languished  for  it  in  the  British  prisons ;  finr  there  are 
not  so  many  there,  as  you  have  now  tiiken* 

''I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  two  prkies  sent 
to  Norway,  are  saJbly  arrived  at  Bergen. 

^  With  the  highest  esteem,  I  am,  J&o* 

"  B.  Franklin* 

*'  P*  S*  lam  sorry  for  yoay  misuaderstanchng  with  Bf.  de  C* 
who  has  a  great  regard  for  you." 

From  the  contents  of  a  note  from  Captain  Pearson  to  Jones, 
written  on  the  19th  of  this  month,  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  the 
former  was  not  apprised  of  the  application  made  by  Sir  Joseph 
Torke  to  their  high  mightinesses  ;  or,  at  least,  of  its  terms  and 
tenor.     He  charged  Jones  very  plainly  with  a  breach  of  the 
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civilily  due  to  bis  rank,  asivdl'as  h)sr  behaviour  oti*  all  occasions, 
and  expressed  bis  ofrinion,  Cbat  tbe  detention  ofhimy^lPtu^dlkis 
people  on  board  sbip  fbr  00  long  a  time,  was  an  unpildeedtoted 
thing.  Jon^  informed  him,  that  tbe  memorial  of  ^r' Jos^h, 
of  which  he  enclosed  him  a  copy,  had  induced  hhn  to  think  it 
fruitless  to  pursue  negotiations  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners ; 
but  that  huhianity  had  made  him  seek  for.  permission  to  land 
the  dangerously  wounded.  The  consent  of  the  government 
had  been  obtained,  but  the  local  magistrates  still  raised  objec* 
tions.  His  reply  was  couebed  in  terms  of  moderation,  bi^hhf^ 
commendable,  if  we  consider  the  epithets  which 'the  English 
ambassador  had  applied  to  him,  and  the  bold,  blunC  style  of 
Peari^n'^  note.  ' 

**  I  wished,"  he  said,  **  to  avoid  any  painfiil  altei^eation  with 
you  on  that  subject ;  I  was  persuaded  that  you  had  been  in  the 
highest  degree  sensible,  that  my  behaviour  *  towards  you  had 
been  far  from  a  breach  of  civility.'  This  charge  is  not,  sir,  a 
civil  return  for  the  pbllte  hospitality  and  disinterested  attentions, 
which  you  have  hittiettd  experienced.  I  know  not  what  differ- 
ehce  of  respect  is  due  to  *  rank,'  between  yOur  service  and  ours ; 
I  suppose,  however,  the  difference  must  be  thought  very  great  in 
England,  since  lam  informed  that  Captain  Cunningham,  of  equal 
denomination,  and-  who  bears  a  Senior  rank  in  the  ^ervic^'  of 
America,  than  yours  in  the  service  of  England,  ib  now  confined 
eAPlymwj^jimadungean,  afndmfetters.*^^  '  ' 

He  concluded  by  beseeching  Pearson  to  Interfere  in-  b^atf  df 
this  officer,  as  he  expected  orders  froiii  ]>r;  'Franklin,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  treatment  he  was  receiving. 

The  resdtttion  of  their  high  mightinesses  upon^he  lip[Jlicfkion 
of  the  English  ambassador,  was  deKvered  to  hiih  ori  the  1^9t6: 


*  Ab  has  bton  bef<>re  remarked,  the  name  of  Captain  Cunningham  is  not  to  be  foond 
in  any  of  ^  Msts  ofofficefi  commissioned  foy  Congre^,  before  this  period,  which  are 
contained  in  Sherborne  or  the  Nav«l  ChroniclM.  lonei  in  a  letter  to  Franklin^  wMcb ' 
has  been  quoted,  speaks  of ''being  taught  to  regard  him  as  a  oooUii|Qntal  officer,** 
seenung  to  imply  that  he  was  not  such  absolutely.  I  afn  unable  to  acooniit  for  this, 
in  connexion  With  We  vboieilssokiionorhis  rank.  '  ' 


Jt  w^^  ,]fftffi^\y^  Wf0^db94t  fitting  fpistb .  tbfit  .for  .la  cmtury,  ^he 
States  Qef^^^  \k^4  stcktly  obsenrcMl  it.4^^liiajui|i,kiwer.to 
jpretendto  j^idge  of  the  legality  or.jJlegajlij^  of  fcaptMies  of  vessels 
|[>roughtiiitQ  the  ports  of  the  republic,  not  tinging , to  it ;  thiU 
they  oi|ly  opf Oj^  their  ports  to  giy^  f  belter^  tp  Aw0yinc(lttog  suth 
capt^esi,  ^om  stprioA  or  4if  aaters^  «i4  ^Ug«d  them.t^  put  to  sea 
again  without  uy(opHjng,;  ,that  th^  were  pot  autfaoriseil  to.paiss 
judgment  upon  eatber  the  prii^eif  pr  the  person  of  ?aiil  Jone9;  ^and 
that. they  hi^,  ^ifl^Y  evincod  their  wi)}tng9esf  to  disdutfge.tlM 
offices  of  hi^anitjr^  by  thciioid^p  they  had  gi?ea  in  relation. ta the 
wounded  {^i^oners-  This  reifplution  was  ao  echp^  fiad  ivonfiriaa- 
tion  of  one  pafi^ed  p^  the  nohle^and  burgesses  of  thp  proyinee 
of  HpUand,  fcfu^  days  previous,  aa^app^i^s  by  tbp.?ndorsenK«il 
of  M.  Dun^fis^  who  said,  in  bt«  officjiaii  Jetter  to  ljbet..cQini|iittee.of 
foreign  aflkirs,  that  the  latter  n^jght  jtriily  b^  called  VffC,pofidi*^ 


*  The  ordinance  of  the  Staffis.  General  ref^n^dt^.iut^^eirr^plj^hM 
been  passed  and  published  as  a  placard,  by  the  cautious  republic  in 
November,  1756.  On  the  8th  of  October^  five  days  after  Jones*  arriTsl 
at  the  Texel,  the  Admiralty  college  of  Amsterdam  informed  their  high 
ipightine^s^  ^hat  Captain  .Rimernna  the*  ocmuapiKlaal^  d^inng/tbe 
absei^ce  of  Yipe  Admiral  Reyastin  the  Texel  road^hiMit  annoaneed  to 
them  the  ef^tranp^  of  five  vessels  iindei  the  conmand  of  Paul  Jmes, 
who  had  aifl^eid  penmsaion  of  him  U>  land  the  £n^fth  oaptainst  and  to 
hire  a  house;, for  ^e  rcoeptioa  of  the  wounded;  thsi>the|r.  had  replied, 
diat  n^l^i^,  r^uest  could  be  gr^nledt  by  them*  aad;  had  refenred  to  the 
terms  of  th^  placardt  .     M.t      •'        ,'  ' 

,  pnthesame@th,tbehighnughtiiiessesrequestedtbee)^Qnefthe€alt- 
lege  of  Admiral^,  on  the  msmofia]  of  Sir  fFoseph  >YoribB«SD.wfaichi  (reoa« 
pitulatu^g  tfiei^  former  oomniiinipntiim< .that  they  ooasi4*red  the  oidif 
nan<»  of  1756  a#  plain  and  in9pqratMre,,b«tf  not  inoonnstant  wkhA^ 
tates  of  humaof^y  which  woi^  be  to  permit  the  ahips  to  nlMkos  acti]|ally 
necessary  repainh  Aod  f^lonf,  the.sich  and  wounded  attendance,)  they  rs^ 
plied  that  they  wopld,  already  have,  given  orders  to  this  efieet,if  they  had 
considered  thefffselifesi^uthorifled  so  to^dot  hut  ijuhmitted  to  their  high 
mightinesses  tbai^  ii;  ,^as  epQpedient.  This  oommuaicatioti  was  nwda  oa 
the  IStfu  and  re^rre^  for  cm8id^ratv>n.ta  Ihe  deputies  for  nariae  aflaira 
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Sir  Jompih  Ytake  froni  his  long  residetK»  at  the  flkgoe,  had 
obtained  great  infloenoe  oyer  the  l^rince  df  Orange  and  what 
might  be  oalled  the  court  party,  as  those  ofipoeed  to  English 
dictation  were  termed  the  French  party.  He  wa^  rewarded 
afterwards  with  a  peerage  for  bis  serrices  as  cf  mitiidter.  He 
was  fhr  from  being  satisfied  with  the  negative  pfote^ion  yielded 
by  the  SttUes  General  to  ^  the  pirate  Paul  Jcrhes/*  as  he  again 
called  him  in  a^memoriat  pres^tit^d  on  the  2^.  In  this  oom^- 
municalson,  aftfer' thanking  their  high  mightinesses  for  their 
oitders  in  relation  to  the  wounded,  he  added  t  ^^I  canhot  but 
ooMply  with  the  strict  orders  of  hiil  majesty,  by  renewing  in  the 
strongest  ahd  most  pressing  manner  his  request,  thAt  these  ships 
and  their  erewis  may  be  stopped  and  deKteredf  tip,  which  the 
pirate  Paul  Joi^es,'  6f  Scotland,  Who  is  a  rebd  siibrject  and  a 
criannal  of  tlie  states  has  taken. 

'*  The  king  would  think  he  derogated  from  bis  own  dignity, 
as  well  as  that  of  your  high  mightinesses,  were  he  to  enter  into 
the  paiticulafs  of  a  tsme  s6  notorious  as  that  in  question,  or  to 


A  reiohitiaa  ^aspassed  by  the  States  Geherel  on  the  15th,  expressed 
to  be  in  eonseqiieaee  of  the  rspiesentatieti  of  the  presid^iit  of  tfie 
asBoabfy:,  on  die  information  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  by  #hich,  withdtit 
prefndiee  to  the  cdterior  deliberations  of  their  high  itoightinesses  on  his 
memqiial,  the  eollege  of  AdmiraHy  of  Amsterdam  wei  antfiori^ed  to 
permit' the  siek  and  wounded  to  be  remOfed  on  shore,  or  to  a  hospind 
ship,  and  to  furnish  needful  medical  attendance;  A  yetf  eantiodd 
pnwiirie  wa»  added,  that  no.  change  sbbuld  be  eonsideted  to  hate  taken 
plaee  in  the  ralation9  of  the^  parties,  in  eonseqi^enee  at  dns  ^Lrrange^ 
meat  ;^thiit  the  States  General  would  be  n^sponsible  fbr  no  escape ; 
and  thaii  wot  more  than  tlffee  ^fcm  trteti^  not  sick  or  wounded,  shoM 
be  permkM  m  landfrom  thie  ships,  ^MM  only  witii  swbrds;  and 
dmt  nbthing  f^oM  be  dotie  in  die  premises,  without  the  knowi^g<e 
and  appmbation>  of  Ibe  oflieer  oomisiandhig  ^e  vessels  of  the  repubEd 
i|^  in' the  reodf  and  «Ue  local  ^tiiori^es  of  the  place  wher^  the 
wooiided  BHght  be  disembarkedi^  CM  the  fllst,  the*  assemMy*  of  Hol- 
fasriand  Westfrlasepasscxi^Aei^^solUitioft  re^tred  to  ihtit^  te^'  '  ' 
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set  before  the  eyes  of  tfa^  anoient  ^imids  and  alUes  df  Ids  crown, 
analogous  examples  of  other  princes  and  states;  but  will  only 
remarki  that  all  the  placards  even  of  your  high  mightinesses 
require  that  all  the  captains  of  foreign  armed  yessels  shall,  upon 
their  arnval,  jNresent  their  letters  of  marque  or  commission ; 
and  authorise,  according  to  the  custom  of  admiralties,  to  treat 
all  those  as  jnTfites  whose  letters  are  found  to  be  illegal^  f(yr 
wmiicfheing  gfmUedIn/  a9cv)erHgnpmffer. 

*'  The  quafi^  of  Paul  Jones,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
affair,  are  too  notorious  for  your  high  mightinesses  to  be  ^no- 
rant  of  them.  The  ^es  of  all  Europe  are  fixed  upon  your 
resolution ;  your  high  mightinesses  know  too  well  the  value  of 
good  faith  not  to  give  an  example  of  it  in  this  essen^l  ren- 
contre. The  smallest  deviation  from  so  sacred  a  rule,  by 
weakening  the  principle  of  neighbours,  may  produce  serious 
consequences.*' 

The  logic  of  Sir  Joseph  was  good.  Jones  had  no  other  com- 
mission than  that  of  America  to  produce.  The  States,  however, 
reined  as  before,  that  they  would  not  pass  judgment  on  the 
legality  of  the  c^)tures,  and  would  act  under  the  terms  of  their 
placard:  In  pursuance  of  their  resolution,  and  cf  an  order  Arom 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  Jones  prepared  to  remove  the  wounded 
to  the  fort  on  the  Texel ;  having  permission  to  place  sentinels  to 
guard  them,  to  raise  the  drawbridge  at  his  pleasure,  and  re* 
move  his  prisoners  if  he  saw  fit.  On  the  31st,*  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  Jones  and  Pearson,  agreeably  to  these 
arrangements. 

On  behalf  of  his  govertiment.  Captain  Pearson  agreed  that 
all  British  prisoners  so  landed  should  be  considered  prisoners 
of  war  until  exchanged ;  and  in  case  any  of  them  should 
desert,  he  engaged  that  an  equal  number  of  American  prisoners' 
should  be  released  in  England,  and  sent  to  France  by  the  next 


P  There  is  a  mistake  in  the  date  of  this  a^eement  in  the  copies  made  by  order  of 
Congress,  in  which  it  appears  as  executed  on  the  3d. 
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cartel.  laoasea  of  deathi  Jmes  stijpulal^d  aot  to  claim  aa  ex* 
change. 

Id  this  agreement  Jones  took  care  that  there  should  be  no  Soar^ 
mal  reservations.  It  is  expressed  to  be  between  himself^ ''  captain 
in  the  American  navy,  commander  of  the  ooa&iental  squadron 
now  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  and  Richard  Pear0<m,  IBsq*  captain 
in  the  British  navy^  late  oommodm'e.of  the  British  Baltic  fleet, 
and  MOW  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  United  Slates  of  Kwth  Ame- 
rioa.'*  On  the  lat  NoTember,-  he  gave  his  formal  ordars  to 
Lieutenant  Ccrfonel  Weibert,  appointing  htm  governor  general 
over  the  wounded,  and  the  soldiers  who  were  to  conduct  them 
on  shore,  and  directing  him-to  take  care  that  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint should  be  given  to  the  Dutch  government  or  its  subjects. 

The  matter  and  manner  of  Jones'  remarks  in  relation  to  M. 
de  Chaumont,  were  such,  that  the  latter  could  neither  fiufet 
them  nor  treat  them  with  no  attention,  while  they  remained 
unretracted.  They  estranged  him  from  the .  commodore, 
except  so  far  as  official  transactions  rendered  intercpurse  neces- 
sary. In  writing,  however,  on  die  11th,  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  seen  a  copy  of  the  whole  communication  to  Franklin,  or 
to  have  been  aware  of  its  import ;  as  it  is  spoken  of  by  Jones  as 
a  '*  very  affectionate  letter."  In  his  reply,  dated  on  the  34th, 
he  returned  his  thanks  for  the  ''many  compliments  apd  gene- 
rous praises  bestowed  on  his  past  conduct.;"  and  said  they  af 
forded  him  the  trueit  pleasure,  as  a  proof  that  he  still  ei^oyed  a 
share  of  M.  Chaumont's  affection.  There  is  no  other  allusion 
to  the  grounds  of  complaint  than  what  is  contained  in  the  con^ 
clusicm  of  the  letter,  which  was  in  these  terms : 

''  It  shall  be  my  pride  to  acknowledge  every  where  bow  much 
I  owe  to  the  attentions  of  France,  and  to  the  personal  friendship 
of  M.  de  Chaumont,  for  furnishing  me  with  the  means  of  giving 
liberty  to  all  the  American  (urisoners  now  in  Europe  :  for  that  is 
the  greatest  triumph  which  a  good  man  can  boast,  and  is  there- 
fore a  thousand  times  more  fltittering  to  me  than  victory* 

'*  I  ardently  wish  for  future  opportunities  to  render  real  services 
to  our  common  cause ;  which  is  the  only  way  I  can  hope  to 
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prote  my  fmihude  to  Fiuiice»  to  America,  and  to  mj  much 
loved  friend  M.  de  Chaumont,  and  his  amiable  family,  with 
whom  I  sincerely  desire  to  live  henceforth  in  the  fullest  confi- 
dence and  affection/  In  the  fidlnesa  of  my  heart,  I  am  with 
the  highest  respect,  my  dear  Chaumont,  yoor  truly  obliged 
friend,  ftc" 

This  letter^  it  is  to  be  presumed,  is  the  same,  referred  to  in 
the  following  extract  from  one  to  Dr.  Bancroft,  dated  on  the 
26th,  in  which  £scretlon  was  given  to  him  as  to  its  delivery.  K. 

*'  H.  de  Chaumottt  has  written  me  a  very  affbcttonate  letter^ 
but  thcfn  he  had  written  me  many  equalhf^  affectionate  letters 
even  from  the  first  of  our  acquaintance,  offering  me  always  the 
most  disinterested  service  until  that  of  the  14th  of  June, 
whereof  I  enclose  a  toopy.  He  has  not  yet  offered  me  an 
apology  respecting  the  dishonourable  *  concordat  which  he  af- 
terward imposed  upon  me  at  Oroix.  I  love  him,  however,  not- 
withstanding ;  and  as  his  excellency  tells  me  that  M.  de  Chatt^ 
mont  has  stiH  *  a  great  r^rd  fbr  me,'  that  assurance  revives 
all  my  former  fHendship,  and  Will  confirm  it,  if  you  think  the 
answer  which  I  have  here  enclosed  is  proper,  and  that  the 
delivery  of  it  wiH  put  a  final  end  On  hid  part  to  our  misuoder^ 
standing.  At  any  rat^  I  pray  you  to  present  my  warmest 
respects  to  the  whole  family,  for  whom  I  shall  ever  retain  a 
grateful  affbction. 

**  I  am  happy  my  dear  sir,  in  being  able  to  assure  you  that 
in  spite  of  Sill  Joseph,  the  flag  of  freedom  is  highly  respected 
indeed  at  the  Texel.  I  had  yesterday  the  honour  to  receive 
authority,  by  a  unanimous  resolution  of  the  States,  and  by  an 
order  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^  to  land  as  many  prisoners  as  I 
please,  to  place  sentinels  to  guard  them  in  the  fort  on  the  Tex^l, 
to  haul  up  the  drawbridge  of  that  fort,  and  to  take  them  away 
again  from  thence^ whenever  I  think  proper,  and  dispose  of  them 
afterward  as  though  they  had  never  been  landed.-^Huzza, 
America !" 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  subject,  to  omit  the  two 
following  letters  to  the  Son  and  wife  of  M.  de  Chaumont, 
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written  at  the  same  time,  with  whieh  the   correspoadeiice 
terminated. 

"  Oft  board  the  8erapi$,  at  the  TexA,  Oct.  26, 1779. 

"  M.  Le  Ray  De  Chaumont,  Jun. 

"  You  will  pardon,  my  dear  friend,  my  not  having  written  to 
you  earlier  sii^ce  my  arrival  here;  my  silence  has  not,  I  assure 
you,  been  the  effect  of  the  little  misunderstanding  which  unhap- 
}:^iy  took  place  between  your  father  and  myself  when  he  imposed 
upon  me  a  ^  concardai^  at  Groix,  whieh  I  thought  and  think  still, 
I  dishonoured  my  hand  by  signing*  The  ticklish  and  uncertain 
situation  of  the  politics  of  this  country^  as  affecting  the  flag  of 
America,  has  hitheito  so  much  occupied  my  atteii|;iont  that  I 
have  found  little  leisure  to  write.  My  fears  in  that  respect  being 
now  entirely  removed  by  a  unanimous  resolution  oi  the  States 
General  that  is  far  move  favourable  to  our  cause  than  I  had 
reason  to  expe<^t,  I  employ  this  breathing  space  with  great 
I^eiasure  to  assure  you  that  my  regard  and  aiSfection  for  all  the 
family  of  De  Chaumont  is  far  from  diminished:  I  earnestly 
wish  your  father  to  give  t9  oblivion  the  past  misintelKgence.  I 
am  persuaded  that  he  will  now  see  the  impropriety  of  commu- 
nicating too  earhf  the  intended  enterprises  and  operations  of  a 
partisan,  and  no  longer  blame  me  for  avoiding  free  conversa- 
tions on  such  subjects.  It  is  not  indeed  my  characteristic  to  be 
free  of  words.  My  heart,  however,  is  no  stranger  to  the  senti- 
ments and  duties  of  friendship,  though  my  situation  as  a  servcuit 
of  the  public  leaves  me  without  the  power  of  obliging  my  pri^'ate 
friends,  except  in  the  pleasure  which  I  am  persuaded  they  take 
in  hearing  of  my  success,  when  they  have  furnished  me  with 
the  means. 

*'  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  I  cannot  too  muck 
praise  the  gallant  behaviour  of  the  young  volunteer  Baptiste 
Travallier,  whom  you  sent  to  L'Orient ;  in  the  engagement  a 
sailor  called  for  a  wad  in  loading  one  of  the  great  guns  ;  he  fur- 
nished him  immediately  by  substituting  the  coat  which  he  then 
wore,  and  soon  aftertvard,  when  the  Bon  Homn^e  Richard  was 
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on  fire,  he  instaiitfy  took  off  his  sbtrti  and  dipped  itiai  water  and 
applied  it  widi  great  dexterity  to  snratfaer  the  flailies. 

'^  Present  my  becrt  respects  to  Madame  de  Chaiunoiit  «nd  to 
yonr  sisters.  I  beseedi  them  and  yon  to  loye.  me,  and  that 
your  £ither  will  fin^gire  my  past  fault,  whieh  wasi  the  effeol 
onty  of  my  believing  that  he  had  less  confidence  in  me  than  he 
had  taught  me  to  expect,  and  had  always  said  I  had  merited." 

«  Oc^oJer,.  28, 1779.  J^ 
"  To  Madam  Le  Ray  De  Ohaumont,  -> 

^*  I  can  no  longer,  my  dear  madam,  refrain  from  writing  to 
you,  akhoui^  I  have  Hot  been  honoured  with  a  line  from  yon 
smce  my  letter  from  L'Orieat,  dated  13th  June. 

*^  I  cohgratulate  you  on  my  late  duccessy  because  I  know  it 
affords  you  {Measure ;  and  knowing  ttus>  is,  I  assure  you,  a 
very  singular  action  to  my  satiffinetion.  What  has  given 
me  mcHre  pain,  however,  than  Words  ^can  express,  has  been  a 
want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  M.  de  Chaumoirt  after  he  bad 
iMxaoured  me  with  ^strong  proof  of  his  friends|up  and  good 
opinion.  The  *  concordat,'  which  to  my  great  surprise,  h^  im* 
posed  upon  me  in  the  moment  of  my  departure  from  L' Orient, 
was  the  most  humHiating  paper  that  ever  a  friend  forced  upon 
the  commander  of  a  squaidron;  and  ieven  my  succetw  b&s  not 
wiped  off  the  dnhOMOur  of  my  having  signed  it.    . 

<<  I  am  wiHing.to  believe  that  my  friend  did  not  see  the  conr 
cordat  in  the  same  light,  and  that  the  idea  was  not  originally 
his  own,  but  only  by  him  adopted  from  the  misrepresentations 
of  persons  who  were  constantly  buzzing  in  his  ear,  and  showing 
an  infinity  of  th<36ry  whieb  they  have  not  since  been  quite  so 
happy  in  rednci^  to  practice..  I  say^  as  I  verily  belbve,  that 
the  idea  was  not  originafly  his  own;  and  as  I  love  him  still  with 
undiminished  atid  grateful  affection,  I  eameflftly  wish  him  to 
forgive  the  complaints  which  I  have  nuule,  and  to  continue 
towards  me  his  first  warmth  of  friendship  and  confidence. 

'^My  departure  from  hence  is  extremely  uncertam,  my  des- 
tination, too,  is  better  known  to  Dr.  Franklin  than  myself  jat 
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ptwMtv  Our  shipe  are  now  in  a  setere  inortii«  I  merttioa 
this  onlj  to  show  that  I  xsan^  in  no  situatioii,  forget  liow  much  I 
owe  to  the  polite  atteittions  and  friendship  of  the  amiable  ftmily 
at  Passy,  t^ch  I  beseedh  you  to  befiere  I  shall  ever  rra^ember 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  Kvely  esteem  and  afieetion,  being 
very  truly,  year  obliged  friend,  &c^" 

M.  Chaumont  was  not  conciliated  by  these  letters,  as  indeed, 
(f  he  Mt  himsdf  unjustly  charged  with  indiscreet  and  injurious 
TeVelation  of  state  secrets,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  he 
er^  would  be*  He  wto,  moreover,  of  a  temperament  not  free 
from  trascibiiity ;  and  was  labouring  under  the  pressure  of  adt- 
vances  made  by  him  to  suj^iort  l^e  armies  of  Franee  in  Ante* 
rica.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  reimbursetkients  lor  these 
advances,  led  subsequently  to  a  widening  of  the  breach  betweoi 
him  and  Jones,  by  occasioning  a  detention  of  prise  money.  They 
had  no  personal  interviews  of  a  friendly  character,  in  windi 
mutual  explanations  might  baVe  been  made. 

On  the  S8th  of  October,  Jones  wrote  to  La  Fayette^  <W^ 
rently  in  good  spirits.    The  following  is  an  extract  i 

<*  I  am  vc^  much  oencemed  and  ashamed  to  understand  thai 

my  *  numbers'  Ihat  you  received  from  L'Orient,  were  eo  ill 

composed.  It  is  a  proof  that  thev  ladyships,  the  Muses,  however 

condescending  they  may  be  on  the  baidu  of  the  Hefieon,  will 

not  despense  their  ftivours  to  the  sons  of  Neptune,  especially 

while  they  are 

Bj  bMflrilag  bUlsws  aiidl  fid*  windi  that  bl0w« 
AlteraitDtot9*d  in  air,  or  iank  to  nods  below. 

**  In  truth,  my  dear  General,  I  am  ahumt  as  sorry  that  you 
have  not  been  iri[>leto  understand  my  meaning  as  if  I  bad  been 
addressing  mjrsdf  to-Hi  fiur  lady !  The  enclosed  key  will,  how* 
ever,  I  hope  uidook  the  past  difficulty,  and  enable  you  fialiy  to 
Isee  irhat  I  so  much  wish  you  to  understand. 

**  I  will  send  yon  very  soon,  a  little  work  that  shall  be  better 
finished*  tlmn  that  from  L'Orient;  and  in  Uie  mean  time  a 
machine,  to  wUch  the  present  key  is  adaptiedi  is  forwarded 


tbroi^  the  Imtoii^^  Dr.  Ika^cttj  in  caM  fcn^^AionULlmf 
spoiled  OP  tfarowa  away  tlM  one  imweflyiWBl. 

<  <  The  late  brutaihiefl  of  the  BritoM  in  AiMrica^  ill  me  with 
horror  and  ind^nation.  They  forget  that  they  are  men;  and 
I  believe  Aot  nothing  wffl  krmg  them  to  their  atntee  but  Ae 
mo0t  exemplary  retaKation.  Landais  is  ordered  to  Ftm  to 
answer  for  his  past  eonduet. 

^  I  wish  to  answer  very  partieolarfy  the  three  points  whieh 
you  have  propounded.  1st,  I  never  meant  to  ask  a  reward  for 
my  serviees,  either  from  France  or  Ameriea  ;  conseqoei^  tk^ 
approbation  of  the  court  and  of  Congress  is  all  the  gratiflear* 
tion  I  ean  wish  for.  3dly,  I  yet  intend  to  undertake  whatever 
the  utmost  exertion  <tf  my  abilities  will  reach  in  support  of  the 
common  cause,  as  fkr  as  any  fbroe  tlmt  may  in  ftature  be  in- 
sisted to  my  Section  may  enaUe  me  to  succeed ;  I  hope, 
hbwerer,  my  ftiture  force  will  be  better  composed  than  whem  i 
9ailect  from  L'Orient.  I  must  sail  from  the  Texd  in  course  of 
next  month,  because  ships  cannot  afterward  remain  here  mthis 
road.  My  destination  or  route  from  hence  I  yet  knownot ;  hut 
I  neednotteUyonthatI  wirii  to  seeyourfiioe!  My,  Itisnow 
in  vain  to  say  what  might  have  been  done  two  years  ago  vrith 
the  Ibrce  you  mention  ;  but  I  beheve,  if  pr(^rty<  supported  by 
sea,  such  a  force  might  yet  perform  very  essential,  service. 
There  is  no  guarding,  yeu  know,  against  storms;  andonewouid 
wish  either  to  av^d  or  to  outsaila  supener  sea  force.  As  I  foe* 
Ueveyou  know  my  way  of  thinking  on  sudi  subjects,  I  shatt  offer 
you  no  argument.    I  know  you  want  no  prompter.*' 

Baron  Yander  Capellen  had  adibessed  Jones  a  second  time, 
asking  permission  to  pubfish  his  letter  to  the  Countess  of  Sel- 
kirk, and  inquiring  whether  he  had  ever  been  under  any  obli- 
gation to  the  husband  of  that  lady.  He  also  asked  him  whether 
he  had  a  IVench  commissiMi.  The  first  request  Jones  declined 
granting.  "  I  am  much  oUiged  to  you,  my  lord,  {be  said,)  for  the 
honour  you  do  me,  by  proposing  to  publish  the  papers  I  sent 
you;  but  it  is  an  honour  which  I  must  decline,  because  I  can- 
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not  publish  my>  letter  to  the  ladji  without  asking  and  oblaiiiikig 
her  consent ;  and  because  I  have  a  very  modest  opinion  of  my 
own  writings ;  being  conscious  that  they  are  not  of  sufficient 
value  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  public*  I  assure  you,  my 
latdf  it  has  given  me  much  concern  to  see  an  extract  of  my 
rough  journal  in  print ;  and  that,  too,  uiider  the  itoidvantage 
of  a  translation.  That  mistaken  kindness  of  afriend,  irfll  mak^, 
m*Ji  cautious  how  I  communioate  my  paperp."  He  also  informed 
tibi  l>arQxi,  that  Lord  Selkirk  knew  him  onfy  by  reputation. 
^  rtiply  to  the  question  of  the  worthy  nobleman,  whether  he 
bad  a  French  commission^  he  briefly  said,  '^  I  never  bore,  or 
acted  under  any  other  commission,  than  what  I  have  received 
from  the  Congress  of  the  Unit(ed  States  of  Americcu" 

r  And  none  other  wquM  he  accept,  while  his  so  doing  would 
be  an  implied  admission,  that  the  flag  of  the  new  republic 
was  not  an  all  sufBicient  protection  for  its  vessels  a^d  citizens. 
His  zeal  for  its  honour  is  not  more  commendable,  than  the  pru- 
dience  he  exhibited  in  his  then  very  equivocal  situation;  block- 
aded as  he  .was  from  iiiHithout,  (for  the  combined  fleet  of  France 
and  Spain  had  returned  to  Brest,  and  the  enemy's  light  cruisers 
were  actively  on  the  look  out  for  him,)  and  menaced  within  the 
harbour,  by  the  persevering  demands  and  powerful  interest  of 
the  English  ambassador.  So  that  though  the  stars  and  stripes 
were  flying,:  and  his  own  sentineJs  guarding  a  fortress  intrusted 
to  his  oommand,  he  was  aware  to  the  fullest  ^tent,  of  the  pre- 
carious nature  of  the  Security  he  had  for  the  tenure  of  his  ship 
and  prisoners,  and  indeed  for  his  personal  safety.  If  his  sense 
of  this  had  beeli  obtuse,  it  was  about  to  be  quickened,  in  a  man- 
ner which  admitted  of  no  misconception. 

The  charges  agamst  Landais  were  drawn  up  by  the  oflicers 
of  the  squadron,  on  the  9Qth  October,  and  attested  by  them* 
They  were  twenty-five,  in  number,  and  have  already  been  suf- 
ficiently adverted  to^  The  last  was,  tha^t  in  coming  into  thu 
Texel,  Landais  declared,  that  if  Captain  Jones  should  hoist  a 
broad  pendant,  he  would^  to  vex  him^  hoist  another. 

•  The  i^ature  of  the  embarassments  with  which  Jones  was 
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htsei  ai  this  time,  *ii!l  best  appear  from  hk  own  aoeoo/its.  He 
aays  briefly,  m  his  journal,  that  "  with  the  most  indd^ati^bb^ 
attentiou  aad  indastrj,  gales  of  wind,  and  other  circimstanceB 
prevented  him  from  having  the  Serapis  remastedj  and  tbe 
•qnadron  reddy  to  sail,  before  the  middle  of  Novembfcr.'*^  On 
the  Mk  of  diat  month,  he  thu&  wrote  to  the  French  ant>assado#. 

"  My  Lord, 

*^  This  morning,  the  commandant  of  the  road  sent  me  word 
to  come  and  speak  to  him  on  board  his  ghip.'  He  had  before 
him  on  the  table  a  letter,  which,  he  said,  was  fttim  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  He  questioned  me  very  closely  whfethei*  I  had  a 
t^rench  commission,  and,  if  I  had,  he  almost  insisted  upon  see- 
ing it.  In  conformity  to  your  advice  *  Cet  avis  donne  an  ooto- 
menoement  n'etmt  plus  de  saison  depuis  Padmission  de  I'escadre 
sous  Pavilion  Americain,'  I  told  him  that  ifly  French  commis- 
sion not  having  been  found  among  my  papers  skice  the  loss 
of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  I  feared  it  had  g&ne  to  the  bottotai 
in  that  ship ;  but  that,  if  it  was  really  lost,  itwould  be  an  easy 
matter  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  it  from  F-ance.  The  cotti- 
mandant  appeared  to  be  very  uneasy  andctnxious  for  my  de- 
parture. I  have  iM  him,  that  as  there  arefelght  of  Ae  enemy's 
ships  laying  wait  for  me  at  the  south  entiftuce,  and  four  more 
at  the  north  entraiice  of  the  port,  I  was  unable  to  fight  more 
than  three  times  my  force ;  but  that  he  might  rest  assured  of 
my  intention  to  depart  with'the  utmost  expedition,  whenever  I 
found  a  possibility  to  go  clear. 

"  I  shouM  be  very  happy,  my  lord,  if  I  could  tell  you  of  my 
being  ready.  I  should  have  departed  long  ago;  if  I  had  niet 
with  common  assistance  ;  but  for  a  fortnight  past  I  have  evtery 
day  expected  the  necessary  supply  of  water  from  Amsterdam 
in  cisterns,  and  I  am  last  ntgttt  TMbr med  that  it  cannot  be  had 
without  I  send  up  wa\er  casks.  The  p/rovisionj  too,  tfiat  'was 
ordered  tbe  day  I  returned  to  Amsterdam  fr^m  the  Hagu^e,  is 
not  yet  sent  down ;  and  the  spars  that  have  been  sent  from 
Amsterdam  are  spoiled  in  the  making.     None  of  the  iron-Work 
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that  ^/vas  ordered  for  the  Serapis  is  yet.completedi  80  that^aipy 
_  xav^n  to  this  hour,  in  want  of.  hinges  to  hang  the  lower  gun 
ports.  My  officers  and  raen  lost  th^ir  clothes  find  b^s  in  the 
Bort  JJpnme  Richei-d,  and  they  have  yet  got  nq.  supply.  The 
bread  tlat  has  been  twioe.  a  week  aevi  ijown  from  Ai^s^rd^^ 
.to  feed;  my  people,  h^  been,  literally  speaking,. ni^S^en.  ^d  tbe 
consequence  is,  that  they  are  falling  sick. 

'*  It  is  natural  also  that  they  should  be  discontented,  wh^  I 
aiii  Tioi  able. to  tell  th^m,  tl^at  thj^y  will  be  paid  tl^e  yalue  of  their 
property  ill  the  Serapis  anc]  th/p  Countess  of  Scarborough,  if  either 
J   ar  hm\i  ol  them  should  be  lost  or  tal^en  after  sailing  from  hence. 
''  Thus  y^u  see,  my  lord,  that  my  prospect^  are  far  froi?i 
pleaam^,     I  have  but  few  men,  and  th^y  are  dis9ontented..   \( 
you.  can  authorise  me  to  promise  them,  at  all  ^lazards,  that  their 
4?ro|«rty  in  the  prizes  shall  be  made  good,  and  tliat  they  shall 
repeiye  ^e  necessary  qlothing  and  bedding,.  &q,  or  money  to 
buy  them,  I  believo  I  shall  soon  be.  able  to  bring  them  Bgm 
/}^0  a  good  humour*    In  the  n^ean  time,  I  will  gend  a  vessel  qr 
tWQ  out  to  r^ponn^itre  the  offing,  and  to  bring  me  word.  What- 
ever may  be. the  consequence  of  my  having  put  into  thishar- 
bpuri  J  muat  obs^nre,  that  it  was  done  contrary  to  my  opinion;!; 
and  I  consented  to  i  only,  because  the  majority  of  n^jr  cplleagMes 
were  earnest  for  it."     Contemplating  a  speedy  departure  at 
all  hazards,  he  wrote  to  M.  Dumas  on  the  same  day,  that  if  the 
weather  permittedt  \^iat  was  necessary  yet  to  be  done,  might 
5  be  effected  in  four  or  five  ^ays.  ,  He  ^ded  : 

"  With  respect  to  the  powers  of  Captain  Pearson,  I  am  cpi|- 
.vineed.that  he  has  received  no  authority  from  Sir  Jp^eph  Yorke. 
I  His  powers,  however,  must  be  as  ample  as  mine ;  and  I  should 
not,  I  assure  you,  have  made  such  a  convention  with  him,  if 
Captain  ^imersina,  on  the  part  of  the  S;tat«s  Genera],  bad  npt 
given  moyverbally^  fro<^  Jihp^y  to  land  tlje  wounded  prisoners^ 
f^nd  tp  guard  them  in  the  fort  on  the  Teiel,  by  my  soldiers  with 
drawn  swords^  Aiid.with  the  .bridges  hauled  ^p  at  our  plea- 
5§ure  J  and  with  free  liberty  ta  embark  t^em  again,  and  dispose 
ojftbem  as  tbqugh  they  had  not  been  landed  in  Hojiluid.     Yau 
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f^  |beref<Nre>  that  my  comrention  with  Captain  Pearson  does 
not  l|ind  me  to  eontinue  the  prisoners  ashore ;  I  can  embark 
them  again  whenever  I  please,  and  it  was  ondy  intended  on  my 
part  as  a  security  against  elopement.  They  have  hitherto  been 
guafd^  with  the  drawbridges  hauled  up  or  let  down  at  the 
sqyefeign  will  and  pleasure  of  the  'Governor  General.'  If  my 
wishes  succeed,  it  will  afford  Amei^  matter  of  exultation ;  and 
at  the  worst  we  can  only  lose  eighteen  or  nineteen  dangerously 
wounded  prisoners,  which  I  think  will  be  made  up  by  our  having 
ha4  possession  of  a  fort  on  the  Texel.  I  shall  only  add,  that 
my  meaning  has  been  good;  and  that  I  thought  I  might  rely 
on  the  guarantee,  that  I  had  on  the  part  of  the  States  General, 
while  we  could  keep  the  prisoners  from  mf^king  their  escape 
from  the  fort.'' 

But  M.  de  Sartine  had  determined  upon  a  measure  which 
prevented  Jones  from  immediately  attempting  an  escape,  and 
from  carrying  out,  under  the  flag  to  which  she  had  stuck,  the 
dearly  bought  Serapis.  On  the  fth  of  November,  that  minis- 
ter thus  briefly  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin :  ^Circumstances require' 
that  the  expedition  of  the  squadron,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Jones 
should  terminate  at  the  Texel.  It  seems  indispensable  to  give 
a  new  destination  to  the  different  ships  which  compose  it.  Tbu 
are  at  Uberty,  sir,  to  dispose  of  the  American  frigate,  the  Al- 
liance, according  to  the  views  you  may  entertaifi  in  relation  to 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  I  pray  you  only,  to  observe 
to  Mr.  Jones,  or  any  other  officer  to  whom  you  may  intrust  the 
command,  that  he  must  not  have  any  subject  of  the  king  on 
board  of  that  frigate."  The  minister  had  resolved  to  adopt  the 
shortest  course,  in  relation  to  the  vessels  which  were  the  pro- 
perty of  France,  and  probably  had  no  doubt  that  Jones  would 
be  willing  t^  accept  a  commission  from  that  government,  to 
extricate  himself  from  bis  now  solitary  and  dangerous  position. 
He  was  mistaken. 

In  communicating  a  copy  of  this  note  to  Jones,  Franklin 
observed,  that  the  injunction  as  to  the  king's  subjects  might  ex- 
tend to  Landais,  who  had  not  yet  arrived.     He  remarked  :  ''  I 
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BUfpose  you  will  learn  the  intentioiifl  of  die  miHister,  relathre 
to  the  disposition  of  the  prizes,  from  the  ambassador ;  and  that 
you  will  go  on  board  the  Alliance  yourself.  I  am  anxioas  that 
the  prisoners  should  be  safely  lodged  in  France,  and  should 
earnestly  recommend  that  matter  to  your  attentioR  if  I  did  not 
know  that  you  desire,  as  much  as  I  do,  the  ezebange  of  oar 
poor  countrymen." 

While  these  unpleasant  documents  were  on  their  waiy,  M.  Du- 
mas had  repaired  to  the  Holder,  where  he  was  busily  engaged  in 
endearouring  to  expedite  the  departure  of  the  squadron.  On 
the  12th,  the  ambassador-  having  received  the  instructions  of 
M.  de  Sartine,  recalled  Dumas  to  the  Ha^ue,  and  directed  him 
to  inform  Jones  that  he  must  suspend  his  sailing  until  be  re- 
ceived new  orders ;  but  lose  no  time  in  the  business*  of  repairs. 
The  Dutch  vice  admiral  had  on  the  same  day  given  Jiim  notice, 
that  he  was  expected  to  sail  with  the  first  fair  wind.  This  offi- 
cer, named  Reynst,  had  been  appmited  to  the  command  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  consisting  of  thirteen  men  of  war,  by  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  Mr.  Rimersina,  a  friend  of  America,  and  who  had 
treated  the  squadron  with  every  civility,  was  removed  from  that 
command. 

If  Sir  Joseph  had  not  effected  all  his  object,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  placing  Jones  in  such  jeopardy  that  his  escape  with 
safety  and  honour  seemed  hopeless.*    Their  high  mightinesses 


*  Li  the  Lift  of  Jones,  pidiliriiad  m  Edinbtirgh,  the  followiiig  note  if  inserted : 

"  Aboit  this  time,  a  seaman's  wife  of  Bnrllogton  addressed  a  letter  to  8b  Joaeph 
Yorke  at  tfie  Higae,  imploring  tidings  of  her  husband,  of  whom,  since  the  engage- 
ment of  Jones  with  the  Serapis,  she  had  nerer  heard,  and  who,  she  feared,  had  fidlen 
in  that  fight.  Sir  Joseph  gallantly  and  hnmanely  oompUed  with  the  poor  FagBAwo 
man's  request,  and  as  he  was  aware  that  his  epistle  to  Mrs.  Bumot  wonld  appear  in  all 
the  English  and  French  newspapers,  he,  with  considerable  covert  hnmonr,  oontrhred 
to  have  a  hK  at  the  shoffltng  policy  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  chameleon  character  oT 
the  squadron  they  sheltered,  while  he  replied  to  the  seaman's  wife — 

"  '  Mrs.  Burrot — As  soon  as  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I  lost  so 
time  in  making  inquiries  aAer  your  gaOant  husband,  Mr.  Richard  Bumot;  and  have 
now  great  pleasure  in  oongratulatmg  yon  upon  his  being  alive  and  well,  on,boaid  the 


I 


had. continued  their  deUberations  on  the  points  reservedi  which 
had  been  pressed  upon  them  in  the  English  ambassador's  re- 
monstrance of  October  29th.  On  the  17th  November,  the 
Duke  De  Yaogayon  informed  M.  Dumas,  that  the  States  of  Hol- 
land had  come  to  the  conclusion^  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  to 
c<»strain  Jones  to  depart,  and  directed  him  to  repair  forthwith 
to  the  Texd,  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  On  the 
I9th,  the  States  General  resolved  that  they  would  persist  in 
maintaining  their  ancient  maxim,  not  to  decide  upon  the  legal- 
ity of  captures  under  foreign  flags,  which  maxim,  they  added, 
was  even  founded  upon  treaties ;  but  that  they  had  already 
given  evident  proof  of  their  not  wishing  to  render  any  aid  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  British  colonies  in  America,  by  giving 
cnrders  that  Jones  should  be  furnished  with  no  munitions  of  war 
or  other  articles,  other  than  were  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
make  the  nearest  port ;  and  that,  in  case  of  necessity,  they 
would  even  constrain  him  to  sail,  as  soon  as  his  vessels  could 
keep  the  sea^  and^  the  wind  permitted.  They  repeated  an  ex- 
press  disavowal  of  their  mtending,  by  any  implication,  to  reeog- 
nise  the  independence  of  the  Colonies.  And  they  directed  the 
Admiralty  coUege  at  Amsterdam  to  advise  Jones,  that  the  ap- 
proaching season  of  winter  would  make  his  departure  inconve- 
nient ;  to  avoid  which,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  let  no 
opportunity  escape  of  putting  to  sea ;  ''  that  such  was  the  serious 


Connleai  of  Hcarborovgh,  at  the  Tezel.  I  find  he  had  been  bnmt  wHh  an  ezplonon 
of  gunpowder,  bnt  it  now  quite  recovered.  He  sends  me  word,  that  he,  as  yon  know, 
eonld  not  write,  anl  therefore  hoped  I  would  let  jou  know  be  was  well,  which  I  do 
with  infinite  satisfaetion.  It  will  still  be  greater,  if  I  can  get  him  exchanged,  which  I 
am  doing  my  best  endeavours  for ;  bat,  as  the  people  who  took  him  are  sometimes 
French  and  sometimes  rebels,  as  it  soits  their  convenience,  that  renders  this  afiair  more 
difficolt  tfmn  it  woiid  be  if  they  allowed  themselves  to  be  French ;  because  I  could 
then  settled  exchange  at  once.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  give  swh  agreeable  news 
to  the  wife  of  my  brave  countryman,  and  I  am  very  nncerely  your  moit  faithful 
humble  servant, 

'*  '  Joseph  Yoru. 
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mteMion  of  their  high  mightinesses,  and  they  could"  not  expett 
that  bj  opposing  it,  he  would  oblige  them  Co  take  measures  whkh 
would  be  disagreeable  to  him.'*  And  they  required  his  serene 
highness  (the  Prince  of  Orange)  to  order  the  officer  command- 
ing in  the  Texel  road  to  see  to  it  {ienir  la  main)  with  all  dis- 
cretion, and  permit  no  delay  which  the  nature  of  the  case  did 
Bot  render  unavoidable,  not  excepting  the  use  of  forcible  means, 
if  they  were  found  necessary. 

It  is  proper  to  record,  that  the  previoiUs  resolutions,  pass^  on 
the  17th,  by  the  States  of  the  province  of  Holland,  composed  of 
eighteen  towns  and  the  body  of  nobles,  (the  latter  having  one 
voice,)  were  protested  against  by  six  of  the  principal  towns. 
The  deputies  of  Dordrecht,  Rotterdam,  and  Schiedam,  assented 
to  the  resolution  only  so  far  as  it  conformed  to  that  adopted  on 
the  21st  October,  and  dissented  from  that  part  authorising 
force  to  be  employed,  as  being  premature,  and  contrary  to  the 
ancient  maxims  and  customs  of  the  republic.  They  protested 
that  they  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  consequences  ;  and 
reserved  the  right  to  such  ulterior  comments  and  measures  of 
opposition^  as  might  be  deemed  proper  by  their  constituents. 
The  deputies  of  Haerlem  in  very  strong  language,  and,  as  they 
said,  by  the  express  orders  of  their  constituents,  declared  their 
dissent.  The  deputies  of  Amsterdam  declared  that  they  op- 
posed and  ''  held  for  null,  the  conclusion  of  a  report  of  the  13th, 
on  the  last  memorial  of  M.  the  ambassador  Yorke,  concerning 
the  reclamation  of  the  vessels,  &c.  inasmuch,  as  the  said  re- 
port tends  to  the  employment  of  means  of  constraint  and  even 
violence,  to  compel  the  commander  Paul  Jonei?  to  depart  coiu 
ipio  from  the  Texel  road."  And,  together  with  the  before  men- 
toned  protesting  towns,  they  considered  a  meagre  plurality  of 
voices  insufficient  to  sanction  a  measure  which  they  deemed  un- 
constitutional, as  being  inconsistent  with  the  ordinance  and 
placard  of  1756.  The  deputies  of  the  town  of  Brille  refused 
to  assent  to  the  report,  and  reserved  all  rights  till  further 
instructed  by  their  principals.     The  towns  oS.  Horn  and  Erek- 


hmfeestWetm  not  represented  bj  their  depoties,  wlieii  these  ire- 
soloticme  passed.  >     '  >  '* 

I  t  M.  Dwnas  relates,  that  he  repaired  to  tH^  TexeLon  the  ISth, 
juid  that  the  arrangements  made  necessary  -bjr  the!, orders. of 
Shuriine  aad  Franklin,  were  prosecuted  during!  the  tta  follomng 
ihys ;  the  rice  admiral  giving  a.gvQat  deal  of  :trodfale,  partioii- 
larly  after  receiring  his  instructions  founded  on  the  resolutions  df 
the  States  General.  TUoiigh  the  wmd  whs  <tohtraijr,  ke  was 
tuunemittiag  in -his  urgency  j  and  even  threats '^f  violenoe«  Oa 
the  84th,  his  captain  en  iecend  visited  tiie  sqiNud^oa  and  read 
aloud  a  pk»per^  wluch  .he.  then  riotumed  to  his  pocket.  M.  Ou* 
mas,  foreseeiiig,  as  he  'saj^^  the  contents,  had  prepared  a  reply ; 
dAmaadlng,  in  future,  copies  of  att  <»rders  and  laenabea,  ill  ordeir 
that  they  might  be  transmitted  to  Congress  and  to  Dx.  Frank- 
lin. iTo  another  pressing  .mieteai^  oa.the  S8th,  M.  Dumas 
42aused  an  answer  to  be  giYtony  ^^  in  a  high  voioe,.  before  all  the 
crews  and  the  rowers  of  the  boat  iii4iieh  hroaght  the  messenger, 
that  the  vice  iaUntral  ecacted  imposMbiJities.^'  This Ideielaratioa 
he  madel  the  pttatsign,  and  they*  were  then  left  uadistuAedirfor 
ten  days^.  In  an  extract  fvom  a  letlac^  from  tbe  JHaguCi  which 
was  forwarded  among  the  pilpers  seat  by  HL  Dumastd  the  comt- 
mittee  of  foreign,  affairs,  it  is  stated,  that  <<  after  Paul  Jones 
bad  declared  lumsetf  ready  to  i  comply  with  the  orders:  (tf  Iheir 
high  mightinesses,  whenever  he  was  able  to  sail  at  large,  Vice 
Admiral  Riqmst,  having  sent  Captain  Van  Qvermeer  on  board 
the  Serapis,  to  ^ve  new:  notice  in  the  most  setipus  manner  to 
the  commanding  officer,  that  he  must  get  a.  coast  pilots  and 'sail 
with  the  first  iavouraUe  vrind,  the  captain  was  informedrthat 
this  vessel  tras/no  longer  commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  but  by 
Captain  Cottineau  deCosgelin,  who  had  taken  possession  of  her, 
in  the  name  of  the  ki|kg  of  FcancOi''  The  Stadtholder,  it  is 
added,  thereupon  wrote  to  the  vice  admiral  to  uSe  no  fbrciUe 
measures,  until  further.  (N*ders,  against  vessels  whose  ooro- 
manders  held  French  commiasions ;  but  advised  him  that,  pre- 
vious orders  remained  in  force,  as  regarded  die  AHiance,  actually 
commanded  by  Jones ;  and  at  the  same  time  charged  him.'^  to 
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take  €df  e  thett  ncne  of  the  prisofners  who  hmi  not  lieai  emt- 
ducted  into  the  road,  and  put  on  board  said  vrnmn^l^-  riioald 
be  carried  there/'  These  directions,,  tbg  letter  adds,  mere  dtmi- 
raunieated  Co  their  high  might^iiessds,  mko  approTcd  of  thAn, 
reserving  the  right  of  ukerior  delit^otition  .on  sabsoquent  net- 
sures ;  'and  in  the  mean  ttaie  ooimb  of  the  agreemem  )>etwe<iii 
Jodes  and  Peatson  were  jHit  into  circulation. 

Jones  had  indeed  made  up  his  mind  to  comply  with  tbe  trqik 
requiskibns  of  FKlnoe,  Dr.  Frtuiklin,  and  the  States  General; 
hot  he  was  determined  to  ftilfil  the  expectations  of  the  Ameti- 
oail  ambassador  as  to  the  exciiange  of  pnsonerB,  while  there 
was  the  least  hope  of  his  doing  so.  On  the' 27th,  he  wrote  to  the 
Duke  de  la  Yauguyon,  exprestsing  his  admiratioQ  of  "  the  warn 
and  perstMsivie  seal  which  he  Imd  so  nobly  diiqilayed  at  Amster* 
damyfortheserviceofthebestofkings*'^  He  expressed  bis  regret 
that,  in  etideavooringto  comply  with  his  promise  to  his  crew,  he 
had  been  compelled  to  ask  for  them  conditionsv  which  the  duke 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  grant.  To  comply  with  those  }»oniises 
and  effbct  the  exchange  of  American  prisoners  in  England, 
wese,  he  said,  the  two  interesting  objects,  wlHoh)  *'  and  not  any 
natural  obstinacy  of  temper,  produced  that  inflexibility  wUek 
gare  your  excellency  so  much  trouble  to  overcome.  But,  the 
oonflict  being  now  past,  I  am,  (in  full  confidence,)  made  happjr 
by  haying  yielded  to  the  Duke  de  la  Yauguyon.^'  **  I  consider 
myself  as  being  entirely  dismissed  from  any  connexion  with  the 
eourt«  I  complain  not  of  the  measure ;  but  as  I  am  onconscioos 
of  hairing  m  dnyinstance  kst  sight  of  the  p<nnts  of  duty  thM 
wetB  grren  me  in  charge,  I  confesis  I  hare  been  and  am  htirt, 
at  the  manner  in  which  i  have  been  dismissed.  The  more  so, 
as  the  cennexion  was  not  at  the  beginning  of  my  seddng^  and 
as  I  never -asked,  nor  meant  to  ask  a'^vour  for  myself  from 
this  minister/' 

The  otJer  Fmiddin  hadrfound  it  necessary  to  grant,  invdved 
the  deHf  ery  of  the  prisoners  to  the  Frendi  ambassador.  The 
Sorapis  and  'Coantess  of  Scarborough  were  also  taken  ftom 
mider  bis  orders.    It  was  not  ivhhool  a  pang  that  be^  lasignsd 
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the  QoawuuMl  of  the.  form#r  vessel ;  which  had  recently  cost  the 
Arkish  goveniai^it  a  large  sum  of  money,  was  a  new  ship^  and 
Ma&aaBtif  re&ted  for  sea*  He  found  it  imperatirely  necessary 
to  remove  to  the  Allianeet  on  board  of  which  alone  the  Ameri- 
eaa  flag  w^s  now  flyii^,  and  from  which  the  preceding  letter 
vnuL  datecL  When,  and  in  what  terms  the  offer  to  accept  a 
French  eommisaion  wm  first  made  to  him,  does  not  very  dis- 
tinctly appear.  He  states  generally  in  his  Journal,  that  Holland 
agteed  to  give  eenvoy  to  the  fleet  bound  for  Brest,  and  that  .the 
Fr^Mh  court  wished  him  either  to  accept  a  commission  and 
hoist  the  flag  of  France  on  board  all  the  ships  of  the  squadron 
and  the  prizes,  ch:  go  on  board  the  frigate  Alliance.  He  chose 
the  latter,  he  says,  for  many  reasons ;  but  "  his  superior  motive 
was  to  preserve  the  honour  of  the  American  flag,  in  the  worst  of 
times.  In  any  other  fight  it  was  a  most  disagreeable  and  mor- 
tifying change."  The  Alliance  had  not  a  good  cable  or  s^'i  • 
the  officers  and  men  were  intemperate  and  idle  ;  filth,  uisubor- 
dinati<m,  and  epidemieal  diseases,  prevailed  among  the  crew ; 
she  was  badly  soppUed.  with  small  arms,  and  her  powder  was  of 
bad  quality.  The  latter  wants  Jones  was,  however,  enabled  to 
Bupidy,  from  the  superfluous  number  of  small  arms  found  on 
board  the  Serapis,  and  the  powder  which  had  b<3en  transferred 
to  the  Pallas  from  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  when  the  latter 
ship  was  on  fire,  the  morning  after  the  action.  He  also  had 
two  cables,  procured  for  the  Serapis  at  Amsterdam ;  without 
which  the  Alliance  would  have  been  lost  in  the  gales  that  pre- 
vailed at  the  Texel,  before  she  sailed  from  thence,  when  all  her 
other  cables  broke. 

The  letters  from  the  French  ambassador  to  Sartine  and 
Franklin,  show  that  the  gratitude  expressed  to  the  ambassar 
dor  by  Jones,  was  not  unmerited;  and  that  the  former  had 
pressed  upon  his  government  the  claims  urged  by  the  latter, 
on  behalf  of  the  rights  of  his  crew,  under  the  laws  and  usages  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

On  the  29th,  Jones  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin,  expressing  a  hope 
that  his  conduct  on  the  second  interview  vnthihe  French  am- 

29 
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bassador,  (referred  to  by  M.  Dumas,)  would  meet  with  his 
approbation.     '^  I  do  not,"  he  said,  ''  well  understand  the  rea- 
sons of  this  alteration ;  but  M.  Dumas,  who  was  present,  can 
inform  you,  that  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power,  to  secure 
the  prisoners,  without  a  quarrel  with  the  ambassador.     I  have 
a  hundred  prisoners  on  board  here,  among  whom  .are  all  that 
were  landed  and  guarded  for  three  weeks  by  our  people,  in  the 
fort  on  the  Texel.     I  shall,  with  this  ship,  embrace  the  first  fair 
wind  for  L'Orient.     I  hope  to  take  some  good  prizes  1^  the 
way,  and  on  my  arrival  there  to  meet  vrith  your  further  orders. 
I  should  have  come  on  board  here,  on  the  departure  of  Captain 
Landais,  agreeable  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  uh.  had  it  not 
been  from  delicacy ;  as  that  mistaken  man  had  said  I  had 
made  interest  with  you  to  supersede  him  in  the  command  of 
this  frigate !  If  he  has  any  sensibility,  it  will  be  a  sufficient 
pu'jushment  for  him  to  know  that,  till  the  engagement  vRth  the 
Serapid.  I  was  his  fHend,  and  had  never  written  his  name  to 
you,  without  saying  something  in  his  favour.   •  •  ^  •   It  is  nig- 
ral for  me  to  wish,  that  the  Serapis  should  become  the  property  - 
of  America.     It  is  the  best  ship  that  I  ever  saw  of  the  kind; 
and  would  cost  the  continent  less  than  any  frigate  that  has  yet 
been  under  our  flag.     I  wish  to  embrace  you  once  more,  before 
I  leave  Europe;  but  my  private  feelings,  I  hope,  shall  never 
divert  my  attention  from  my  duty." 

In  a  postscript,  he  added,  '*  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  Captain  Cunningham  is  now  here  with  me."  There 
was  at  any  rate  one  consolatory  circumstance,  in  which  he  had 
reason  to  congratulate  himself  on  the  consequence  of  his  own 
firm  conduct  towards  the  English  captain  and  the  haughty 
ambassador. 

Not  confining  himself  u>  remonstrances  with  the  magistrates 
and  legislatures,  and  to  ihtrigues  with  public  characters,  who 
could  aid  him  in  thwartingthe  escape  of  Jones,  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt,  that  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  offered  rewards  for  the 
private  apprehension  of  the  American  conhnodore.  Jones  does 
not  scruple  to  charge  him,  in  his  subsequent  references  to  this 
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period,  with  practimng  clandestinely  to  get  possession  of  his 
person.  In  a  statement  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  grand 
pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  attested  in  every  particular  by  M. 
Dumas,  it  is  said,  '*  the  ambassador  did  aU  in  his  power  with  the 
magistrates  and  private  eiitizens  of  Amsterdam,  to  cause  thetn 
to  lay  hands  upon  the  person  of  the  commodore,  cuid  to  deliver 
him  up  to  him ;  but  in  vain«  No  person  had  the  baseness  or 
the  courage  tomidertake  his  desire  in  thisi  respect.' ' 

On  the  1st  December,  meditating  his  departureat  all  hazards, 
whenever  the  wind  should  serve,  (which,  however,  it  did  not 
until  the  27th,)  we  'find  Jones  returning  his  thanks  to  €aptain 
Rimersina  for  his  personal  civilities,  and  the  attention  shown  to 
the  American  flag,  while  he  had  commanded  in  the  road.  On  the 
dth,  while  forwarding  despatches  for  Confess,  enclosed  to  the 
Hon.  Robert  Morris,  he  thus  wrote  to  that  gentleman :  '*  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  observe  with  pleasure,  that  my  connexion 
with  a  court  is  at  end^  and  that  my  prospect  of  returning  to  ^ 
America  approaches.  The  great  seem  to  wish  only  to  be  con- 
cerned vrith  tools,  who  dare  not  speak  or  write  truth.  I  am  not 
sorry  that  my  connexion  with  them  is  at  an  end.  In  the  course 
of  that  connexion,  I  ran  ten  chances  of  ruin  and  dbhonour  for 
one  of  reputation;  and  all  the  honours  or  profit  that  Pf^nce 
could  bestow,  should  not  tempt  me  again  to  undertake  the  same 
service  with  an  armament  equaUy  ill  composed,  and  with  pow- 
ers equally  limited.  It  affm-ds  me  the  most  exalted  pleasure  to 
reflect,  that,  when  I  return  to  America,  I  can  say,  that  I  have 
served  in  Europe  at  my  own  expense,  and  without  the  fee  or 
reward  of  a  court.  When  the  prisoners  we  have  taken  are 
.  safely  lodged  in  France,  I  shall  have  no  farther  business  in 
Europe,  as  the  liberty  of  all  our  fellow  citizens,  who  now  suffer 
in  English  prisons  will  then  be  secured ;  and  I  shall  hope  here- 
after to  be  usefully  employed  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  Congress." 

At  the  same  time  that  these  despatches  were  transmitted,  be 
drew  up  his  memorial  from  the  Texel,  frequently  referred  to  in 
the  former  part  of  this  work.    It  bears  date  December  7th.  In 
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it  he  muHitely  recapitulated  the  events,  wiA  whi^  be  had  boMi 
connected  while  in  the  public  service  in  America,  more  briefly 
adverted  to  the  transactions  detailed  in  Us  despatdies  from 
Europe;  and  thus  concluded:  '*  I  now  hope  to  appear  in  Ame- 
rica, in  a  short  time  hence,  and  to  have  the  honour  to  present 
my  respects  in  person  to  Congress ;  for  I  give  up  the  expecta* 
tion  of  ever  commanding  the  Indien ;  and  as  I  believe  the  pri- 
soners I  have  taken  will  effect  die  exchange  of  all  our  fellow 
subjects,  who  are  now  in  the  English  prisons,  I  shall  b<q>e  to  be 
afterwards  more  usefully  employed  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Congress.  I  have  not  drawn  my  sword  in  our  glorioos 
cause  for  inre,  but  in  support  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  genuine  and  dtrine  fe^ngs  of  philan- 
thro{K|r.  I  hoisted  with  my  own  hand  the  flag  of  freedom,  the 
first  time  that  it  was  displayed  on  board  the  Alfred  on  the 
Delaware,  and  I  have  attended  it  ever  since  with  veneration  on 
the  ocean.  I  claimed  and  obtained  its  first  salute  from  that  of 
France,  before  our  independence  was  otherwise  announced  in 
that  kingdom,  and  no  man  can  wish  more  ardently  to  support  its 
rising  glory  than  mjrself.  1  nev^  have  asked,  and  I  have  now 
to  ask  no  other  favour  from  Congress,  than  the  continuance  of 
that  good  opinion,  which  has  in  time  past  made  me  so  happy,  and 
so  ^eatly  overpaid  my  endeavdur  to  do  my  duty.'' 

The  final  arrangement  adopted  in  relation  to  the  prisoners, 
by  the  express  wish  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  France,  was,  that 
they  should  be  exdianged  for  French  prisoners  at  the  Texel; 
France  giving  the  eame  number  in  France,  to  exchange  against 
the  Americans  in  England.  This  was  effected  with  a  great 
deiU  of  difficulty.  The  hundred  of  whom  J<Mies  speaks,  in  the* 
letter  to  Franklin  last  quoted  from,  were  the  sick  and  wounded 
who  had  been  landed  at  the  Fort,  and  whom  he  persevered  in 
retaining,  under  his  express  agreement  with  Captain  Pearson. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  previous  propositions  as  to  his 
accepting  a  French  commission,  an  offer  was  now  mad^  by  di- 
rection of  M.  de  la  Sartine,  and  communicated  by  the  ambas- 
sador, which  excited  the  indignaticm  of  Jones  in  no  small  degree ; 
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aod  it  will  not  be  thought,  under  all  dw  caroumstaneeB,  that  he 
expressed  it  in  language  either  too  strong  or  not  sufieiently 
respectfid.  He  thus  addressed  the  French  nmbassadoi',  on  the 
18th  Decembw. 

«  My  Lord, 

*<  Perhaps  there  are  many  men  in  the  world,  who  would 
esteem  as  an  honour  the  commission  that  I  have  tint  day  refo* 
Bed.  My  rank  from  the  beginning  knew  no  supenorin  the 
marine  of  America ;  how  then  must  I  be  humUed  were  I  to 
accept  a  letter  of  marque !  I  riiould,  my  lord,  esteem  myself 
inexcusable,  were  I  to  accept  eren  a  commission  of  equal  or  su* 
perior  deBoqMnation  to  that  I  bedr,  mdess  I^  were  previously 
authorised  by  Congress,  or  some  other  competent  authority  in 
Europe.  And  I  must  tell  you,  that  on  my  arrival  at  Brest  from 
the  Irish  channel,  Count  D'OnFUliers  offered  to  procure  ftr 
me  from  court,  a  commission  of  ^  Capitaine  de  Yaisseau,'  winch 
I  did  not  then  accept  fbr  the  same  reason,  altboogh  dio  war 
between  France  and  England  wasnot  then  begun,  and  of  course 
the  commission  of  France  would  haye  protected  me  from  an 
enemy  of  superior  force. 

<*  It  is  a  matter  ot  the  highest  astonishment  to  me,  that,  after 
so  many  compliments  and  fitir  profesnons,  the  court,  dbouM 
offer  the  present  insult  to  my  understanding,  and  suppose  me 
capable  of  disgracing  my  present  commission.  I  confess  that  I 
never  merited  all  the  praise  bestowed  on  my  past  conduct,  but 
I  also  feel  tbU  I  have  lar  less  merited  such  a  reward.  >  Where 
profession  and  practice  are  so  opposite,  I  am  no  longer  weak 
enough  to  form  a  Wrong  conclusion.  They  may  think  as  they 
please  of  me;  for  where  I  cannot. continue  my  esteem,  praise 
or  censure  from  any  man  is  to  me  a  matter  (rf  indifference. 

"  I  am  mudi  obliged  to  them,  however,  for  having  at  laat 
fairly  opened  my  eyes,  and  enabled  me  to  discover  tmth  firom 
falsehood. 

<«  The  prisoners  shall  be  deUvered  agreeable  to  Hie  orders 
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which  you  hai^e  done  me  the  honour  to  fend  to  rae,  from  his 
excellency  the  American  ambassador  in  Franoe. 

<^  I  will  idso  wkh.  great  pleasure,  not  only  p^-mit  a  part  of  my 
seamen  to  go  on  board  the  ships  under  youc  ezcellen^'s  orders, 
but  I  will  also  do  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  them  to  embark 
freely ;  and  if  I  can  now  or  hereafter,  by  any  other  honourable 
means,  fSeusilitate  the  success  or  the  honour  of  his  majesty's 
arms,  I  pledge  myself  to  you  as  his  ambassador,  that  ncme  of 
his  own  subjects  would  bleed  in  his  cause  with  greater  freedom 
than  myself,  an  American. 

^<  It  gives  me  the  more  pain,  my  lord,  to  write  this  letter,  be- 
cause the  court  has  enjoined  you  to  prepare  what  woidd  de8tr<^ 
my  peace  of  mind,  and  my  future  verad^  in  the  ^^hbicii  of  the 
world. 

''  Wheil,  with  AecometU  ofcomrt  and  by  ord^  of  the  Ameri^  , 
can  ambassador,  I  gave  American  commissions  to  French 
officers,  I  did  not  fill  up  those  commiseioBS  to  command  priva- 
teers, nor  even  for  a  rank  equal  to  that  of  their  commissions  in 
the  marine  of  France.  Th^  were  promoted  to  rank  far  mp^ 
Hot;  and  why  ?  sot  from  personal  friendship,  nor  from  my 
knowledge  of  their  services  and  abilities,  (the  men  and  their 
characters  being  entire  strangers  to  me,)  but  from  the  respect 
which  I  believed  America  would  wisfa  to  show  for  the  service  of 
France. 

<*  yf\A%  I  remained  eight  months  seemingly  forgot  by  the 
eourt  at  Brest,  many  commissions,  such  as  that  in  questi(m,  wnre 
^^Rsred  to  me ;  and  I  believe,  (when  I  am  in  pursuit  cipbrndeTf) 
I  can  still  obtain  such  an  one  without  applieation  to  court. 

'*  I  hope,  my  lord,  that  my  behaviour  through  life  will  ever 
entitle  me  to  the  continuance  of  your  good  wishes  and  opinion, 
and  that  you  mA  take  occasion  to  make  mention  of  the  warm 
and  personal  iiffection  with  which  my  heart  is  impressed.towards 
Us  majesty.  *'  I  am,  &c  41&c»'' 

To  Franklin,  to  whom  he  enclosed  the  copy  of  this  letter,  he 
broke  out  in  terms  less  constrained. 


"  I  hope,^'  he  said,  <^  that  the  within  copy  of  my  letter  to  the 
Due  de  la  Vaugoyon  will  meet  your  approbation ;  for  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  never  could  be  your  intenticm  or  wish  that  I 

should  be  made  the  tool  of  any  great  r whatever ;  or  that 

the  commission  of  America  should  be  overlaid  by  the  dirty 
piece  of  parchment  which  I  have  this  day  rejected !  They  hAve 
played  upon  my  good  humour  too  long  already,  but  the  speU  is 
at  last  dissolved.  They  would  play  me  off  with  assurance  of 
the  personal  and  particular  esteem  of -the  king,  to  induce  me  to 
do  what  would  render  me  contemptible  even  in  the  eyes  of  my 
own  servants !  Accustomed  to  speak  untruths  themselves,  they 
would  also  have  me  to  give  under  my  hand  that  I  am  a  liar  and 
a  scoundrel.  They  are  mistaken,  and  I  would  tell  them  what 
you  did  to  your  naughty  servant.  '  We  have  too  contemptible 
an  opinion,  of  one  another's  understanding  to  live  together.'     I 

could  tell  them,  too,  that  if  M — ^  de  C had  not  taken  smAt 

safe  precautions  to  keep  me  h(mest  by  means  of  his  fiunous  con- 
an'datf  and  to  support  me  by  so  many  able  colleagues,  these  ^ 
great  men  would  not  have  been  reduced  to  such  mean  shifts ; 
for  the  prisoners  could  have  been  landed  at  Dunkirk  the  day 
that  I  entered  the  Texel,  and  I  could  have  brought  in  double 
the  numbers." 

^*  We  hear  that  the  enemy  still  keeps  a  squtulron  cruising  aS 
here,  but  this  shall  not  prevent  my  attempts  to  depart,  when- 
ever the  wind  will  permit.  I  hope  We  have  recovered  the  trim 
of  this  ship,  which  was  entirely  lost  during  the  last  cmise ;  and 
I  do  not  much  fear  the  enemy  in  the  long  and  dark  n^hts  of 
this  season.  The  sl|ip  is  well  manned,  and  shall  not  be  given 
away.  I  need  not  tell  you  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  take  prisoners 
and  prizes  in  my  wetj  from  hence." 

The  squadron  of  Holland,  (thirteen  two-deckers,)  according 
to  his  Journal,  had  been  drawn  up  and  barricaded  every  day 
for  battle,  for  more  than  a  month,  to  drive  Mm  out  if  he  should 
attempt  to  remain  after  the  wind  became  fair,  while  the  EngKsfa 
fleet  was  almost  constantly  in  sight  off  the  harbdur."  On  the 
16th,  the  Vice  Admiral  Reynst  sent  to  request  him  to  come  dn 
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^M|r4  of  hi«  shxpf  from  wbidbt  be  excaised  hinutelC,  On  tbe  o^xt 
4»j  the  viqe  admiral  wrote^  to  him :  **  I  desire  you.  by  this  pra* 
oeBjt  letter,  to  ptease  ta  inform  me  how  I  must  consider  the 
AOtfun^  whiqh  you  are  oa  board  of:  whether  as  a  Freaeh  or 
Am^qaa  yesloL  If  the  firtt,  I  expect  you  to  cause  his  mie^ty's 
Qommmioo  to  be  shown  to  me,  and  that  you  display  the  French 
flac  and  pendant,  anncoiacing  it  by  discherging-  a  gunu  If  the 
a»fifmd^  I  axpect  you  to  omit  no  occasion  of  departing,  according 
to  the  ^dars  of  their  hiigh  mig^tinesscB.''  This  lette;?  Joshes 
eommuaicated  to  the  French  conunissary  of  marine  al  iooster- 
dam^  the  Cherali^  de  Lironcourt,  then  at  the  Holder^  who  in 
his  immediate  r^y,,  courteously  suggested  that  Jones  would 
give  the  higbest  aaitisfactioa  to  all  parties  by  displaying  French 
Cplourcu  but  said  that  he  would  urge  him  no  mare ;  aBBwring 
him  that  the  brevet  which  had  been  tendered  to  hjjtn  was  only 
iiitwded  for  the  eristing  exigency,  and  the  good  of  the  common 
cause ;  wd  not  offered  from  ax^  of  the  discreditable  motives 
imi^ned  by  him*  Jones,  briefly  answered  the  admiral  that  be 
bad  00  orders  to  boist  any  other  flag ;  and  that  whenever  the 
pilot  would  take  it  upon  him  to  conduct  the  ship  to  sea,  he  would 
give  him  Us  best  assislav^ce* 

On  the  21st,  the  Duke  de  la  Yauguyon,  addressed  an  epistle 
IP  Joip^eSi  weU  Qfjculated  to  soothe  his  exasperated  feelings,  and 
wUch  had  tbe  desired  effect  to  a  certain  extent. 

^'  I  perceive  with  pain,  my  dear  commodore,"  he  said,  '<  that 
jiSMi  do  vifil  view your  situation  in  the  right  light ;  and  I  can  as- 
sure yoNi  that  the  ministers  of  the  king  have  no  ii^tention  te 
eause  you  the  least  disagreeable  feeling,  as  the  honourable 
teslimouiaW  of  the  eitfeem  of  his  m^jiesty,  which  I  send  you, 
ought  to  convince  you.  I  hope  you  will  not  doubt  the  sincere 
desire  wHh  which  you  have  insj^red  me  to  procure  you  every 
satisfieusljon  you  may  merit.  It  cannot  fail  to  incke  you  to  give  '^ 
new  proofii  c^  your  zeal  for  the  common  cause  of  France  and 
America^  I  flatter  myself  to  renew,  before  long,  the  occasion, 
and  to  procure  you  the  misaas  to  increase  still  more  the  glory 
you  have  already  acquired.    I  am  already  occupied  with  all  the 
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efgfy  itwwpii  to  Miev^,  yam  witt  be  at  «ll  evetite  p^rfe^tly  coti^ 
tent  ^  b«t'I  nmst  pray  you  not  to  hkMfer  nqr  project  by  deKrer^ 
ing  youcMtf  to  the  oxpr^sion  of  those  strong  sensationd  to  trfttdi 
yott  appear  to  give  way,  and  fcM*  wbieb  there  is  really  no  fbntid' 
atian.  You  appear  to  possess  flilV  confidence  in  the- justice 
aiad  kuMihiessof  the  king-;  rely  also  upon  the  same  sentitnenti 
onthe  part  of  bis  minicAierSi" 

Ib  repdty,  Jones  wrote  as  fidlows,  on  the  25th  :  *^  I  have  ndt 
a  heart  of  stone,  but  am  duly  sensiUe  of  the  oUigatiotts'  cori^ 
ferred  on  me  by  the  very  kind  and  affectionate  letter,  that  fda 
have  done  me  die  honour  to  write  me  the  31st  current.  **  *'*^^ 
Were  I  to  form  my  opinion  of  the  ministry  from  the  treatment 
that  I  expcrieneed  while  at  Brest,  or  from  their  want  of  cod^ 
fidence  in  me  afterwards,  exchjsive  of  what  has  taken  plade 
siofie  I  had  the  misfortune  to  enter  this  port,  I  will  appeal  to 
your  excdleney,  as  a  man  of^candour  and  ingenuity,  whether 'I 
ought  to  desire  to  prolong  n  connexion  that  has  madb  me  sfo 
unhappy ,<  and?  wherein  I  have  given  so  very  little  sati^etioili 
M.  le  Gfaevalier  de  Lironeourt  has  lately  made  me  reproaches 
mi  aoeouat  of  the  ejrpense  that,  he  says,  Franpe  has  been  at  tb 
(pve  me  rqmtation^  in  preference  to  twenty  captains  of  the  royd 
navy,  better  qualified  than  myself,  and  who,  each  of  them^ 
solieit'ed  for  the  command  that  was  lately  given  to  me ! 

**  This,  I  confess,  is  quite  new,  and  indeed  surprising  to  me'; 
and,  had  I  known  it  before  I  left  France,  I  certainly  should 
have  resigned  in  favour  of  the  twenty  men  of  superior  merit.  1 
do  not,  however,'  think  that  bis~  fir&rt  assertion  is  true  ;  for  this 
minist^s  must  be  unworthy  of  their  fietces  were  they  capable  of 
«]piandering  the  public  money  only  to  give  an  individual  repulia- 
tion ;  and  as  to  the  second,  t  ftmcy  the  court  will  notthank  bfnj 
tor  having  given  mo  that  infbrmittion,  whether  true  or  fSklse:  I 
nmy  add  here,  that  with  a  force  so  ill  composed,  and  with 
powers  aq  limited,  I  ran  ten  chances  of  ruin  and  dishonotnr  for 
one  of  gariniiig  reputation  ;  and  had  not  the  plea  of  humanity 
in  favottf  of  the  unfortunate  Americans  in  English  dungeons 
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superseded  all  consideration  ef  seK;  I  fiuthfi%ttSfiireyW|  my 
]or4  that  1 3if  ould  not  h^ve  proceeded  under  such  cireuBistaMM 
frpm  Groix.  I  do  not  imbibe,  ha^ty  prejudices  agakit  any  iih 
dindiiak ;  but  when  many  and  repeated  circumstances,  con* 
spiring  in  one  point,  have  inspired  me  with  disesteem  towards 
uaj  person,  I  must  see  convincing  proof  of  reformation  in  sttdi 
person  before  my  heart  can  beat  again  with  affectioD  in  his 
ftivour ;  for  the  mind  is  free,  and  can  be  bound  only  by  kind 
treatment.  •  •  •  •  I  hope  I  shall  not  througb  any  in^pmdence 
of  mine,  render  ineffectual  any  neUe  design  that  may  be  m  oon- 
tjsmplation  fpr  the  general  good.  Whenever  that  object  is 
mentioned,  my  private  concerns  are  out  of  the  question  ;  and 
where  I  cannipt  speak  exactly  what  I  could  wish  with  respect  to 
my  priviate  Bat^^aEadi^tion,  I  promise  you  in  the  mean  time  to  ob- 
serve a  prUd^ht  silence." 

It  is  truly  wonderful,  that  Jones  should  have  found  time,  'm 
the  midst  of  the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  involved,  and  the 
i^antity  of  business  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  attend  to 
in  person,  during  his  three  months'  blockade  in  the  Texel  road, 
to  have  comnntted  to  paper  such  a  mass  of  correspondence  as 
has  even  been  preserved.  This  long  memorial  must  have  been 
oomposed  about  the  time  of  its  date.  He  was  in  daily  correv- 
pondence  with  the  diplomatic  M.  Dumas,  to  whom  he  submkted 
all  his  letters  for  his  inspection  and  advice.  He  bad,  however, 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  refused  very  warm  and  polite 
invitations,  to  visit  either  Amsterdam  or  even  the  Hague. 
^  Ebty,"  he  said,  ^  must  take  the  precedence  of  pleasure.  I 
mi^tt  vmit  a  nfiore  favourable  oj^rtanity  to  kiss  the  hands  of 
the  fair."  He  was  indeed  most  intensely  and  indefatigably 
employed  all  this  time,  in  persevering  efforts  to  effect  the  fixed 
purpose  of  his  soql,  let  fluctuating  neutral  policy  take  what 
eoiirse  it  might,  or  vacillating  minbtcfrs  yidd  what  points  they 
might  think  unimportant,  or  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  fulmine  or  in* 
trigue  as  he  pleased.  We  find  Jones  subsequently  apdogizing 
for  not,  having  answered  in  rhyme  the  metrical , effusions  of  a 
young  lady,  the  daughter  of  M.  Dumas,  who  did  poetical  homage 
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l»  the  ehiTabic  and  gallant  commodore,  and  whom  he  styled 
the  ''  Vii^n  Muse."  Verily,  he  had  other  busmess  to  transact 
than  that  of  tagging  couplets  together  ;  and  though  he  aspired 
most  devo^Iy  to  please  the  fair,  and  was  dearly  sensible  of  their 
attentions^  I  can,  find  no  foundation  for  the  remark  of  one  of  hid 
biographers,  that  bis  neglect  to  answer  the  last. copy  of  the 
lady's  v^raes,  "  appears  to  have  weighed  more  on  his  mind  than 
ail  the  squadrons  and  remonstrances  of  the  enemy*''  It  only 
drew  somewhat  heavy  draughts  on  his  stock  of  eomphmentary 
language,  and  vocabulary  of  badinage. 

On  the  27th- of  December,  the  wind  serving,  he  set  sail  from 
the  Texel,  leaving,  to  use  the  nmsty  proverb,  the  frying  pan, 
in  which  he  had  been  so  long  kept  hot,  at  the  risk  of  encounter- 
ing the  fire,  with  whidi  the  English  crinsers  would  have  been 
well  pleased  to  have  favoured  him.  From  the  Alliance,  at  sea, 
he  wrote  op  this  day  to  M.  Dumas  : 

'^*  I  am  here,  my  dear  sir,  with  a  good  wind  at  east,  and 
under  my  best  American  coloursr— so  far  you  have  your  wish* 
What  may  be  the  event  of  this  critical  moment  I  know  not ;  I 
am  not,  however,  without  good  hopes*  Through  the  ignorance 
ordrunkemiessof  the  old  pilot,  the  Alliance  last  night  got  foiil 
of  a  Dutch  merchant  ship,  and  I  believe  the  Dutchmen  c|tt  our 
cable.  We  lost  the  best  bower  anchor,  and  the  ship  was  brought 
up  with  the  sheet  anchor  so  near  the  shore,  that  this  morning  I 
have  been  obliged  to  cut  the  cable  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the 
shore,  and  that  I  might  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  escaping 
from  purgatory." 

His  Journal  for  the  King,  contains  the  following  ac^unt  of 
this  nice  and  successful  operation  of  seamanship.  ^'  He  passed," 
he  states, ''  along  the  Flemish  banks,  and*  getting  to  Mrindiv^rd 
of  the  enemy's  fleets  of  observation  in  the  North  Sea,  he  the 
ne^ct  day  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Dover,  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  Downs.     The  day  following  Captain 


Jpoad  canithe  AlKnoce  past  the  Irie  of  Vl^t,  m  view  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  at  Spitfaead,  and  in  two  days  more  gotBafe  dirough 
the  Cbaanely  haidng  passed  by  windward  in  «ght  cf  tererafl  olf 
the  enemy's  large  -two-decked  cruising  ships.  Captain  Jones 
wished  to  earry  with  him  some  prizes  and  prisoners  to  France; 
but  the  Allianoe,  by  the  arrangement  Cuptain  Landais  bad 
madeofthe  ballast  at  L'Orient,  was  out  of  trim,  cmd  could  not 
sail  fast,  her  sails  being  too  thin  and  old  for  cold  latitudes.  He 
steered  to  the  southward,  and  cruised  for  some  day«  without 
success  off  Cape  Finisterre.  On  the  16th  <^  January,  1789, 
Captain  Jones,  to  shun  a  gale  of  wind,  add  procure  a  soand 
anchor,  (for  he  had  left  -the  Texel  with  only  one,)  ran  into  Co- 
rogne.  He  was  very  kindly  received  in  Spain,  but  sailed  again, 
and  arrived  at  Groix  on  the  lOtb  February,  having  taken  no 
prizes ;  but  met  with  and  conducted  in  the  American  merchant 
ship  Livingston,  with  a  large  cargo  of  tobacco,  from  Yirginia 
for  Bordeaux.*' 

It  is  barely  necessary  here  to  beg  the  reader  to  remember, 
that  the  conduct  of  Jones  during  his  stay  in  the  Texel,  placed 
Holland  in  such  a  situation,  that  England  could  hot  but  treat 
her  as  an  alienated  friend ;  that  the  formal  manifesto  or  decla- 
ration of  war,  published  at  the  end  of  the  year  1760,  set  forth 
the  entertainment  of  Jones*  squadron,  and  the  license  given  to 
him  to  d^Nurt,  (a  license  not  very  enviable  under  such  circum- 
stances,) as  the  main  acts  which  justified  open  hostility ;  that 
few.of  the  few  celebrated  **  Retreats,"  either  on  land  or  water, 
in  which  neither  honour  nor  any  material  point  of  vantage  was 
lost,  can  overmatch  that  of  Jones  from  the  Texel ;  and  we  may 
be  spared  from  attempting  formal  panegyric  on  actions.  Which 
have  few  parallels  in  history,  when  the  performance  involved 
such  important  political  results. 

Three  days  after  being  at  sea,  on  this  skittish  voyage,  we 
find  Jones  actually  fujfflling  his  obligations  to  his  fair  correspon- 
dent at  Amsterdam,  by  writing  a  copy  of  verses,  as  good  as  those  * 
of  any  naval  commander  whom  we  happen  to  think  of,  except 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  and  of  a  kind  which  though  rejected  by 
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<<  Gods  and  eofaumiflV'  served  in  the  days  of  our  (catehtbetn  to 
pl^Me  rery  respectable  ^*  men"  and  women  too.*  The  pro- 
ductioDf  was  dated  on  the  New  Year's  day  of  1780«  Accordus;^ 
to  our  modem  notions,  were  it  not  that  in  the  second  and  third 
stanzfWy  he  got  irregularly  rid  (^  three  lumbering  Alexandrines 
introduced  in  the  first,  his  metre  had  as  much  pretension  to  be 
called  poetry,  as  nine  tenths  of  the  vers  iie  socUie  of  the  French 
dasiiad  School,  or  thp  magazine  poetry  c^  England  and  its 
colonies,  at  that  period. 

Prerious  to  his  entering  the  port  of  L'Orient  in  February, 
we  find  but  two  letters  from  his  pen,  which  tere  presenred.  He 
wrote  from  Cotuniia  on  the  16th  January  to  La  Fayette,  men* 
tioning  very  briefly  his  detention  in  the  ^^  detestable  road!"  of  the 
Tezel,  and  his  mortification  at  being  offered  a  letter  of  marque* 
^'I  steered  this  way,"  he  said,  '4n  hopes  of  meeting  some  of 
their  cruisers  off  Cape  Finisterre,  but  am  hitherto  disappointed; 
It  being  very  stormy  weather,  I  this  evening  anchored  here, 
where  I  mean  only  to  scrub  the  bottom,  and  take  a  little  flresh 
water,  &c«"  On  the  20th,  be  addressed  the  president  of  Con- 
gress,  from  on  board  the  Alliance  off  Corunna,  enclosing  quad<* 
rujdicate  despatdies.  He  expressed  -a  hope  that  his  refusal  of 
a  French  commission  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  Congress, 
and  gave  a  particular  detail  of  the  manner  in  which  forty  Eng- 
lish ships  of  the  line  and  frigates,  (two  of  which  were  lost,)  were 
for  six  weeks  stationed  to  intercept  him.    • 

Before  proceeding  with  the  transactions  subsequent  to  his 
arrival  at  L'Orient,  the  situation  of  the  tivo  prizes  sent  by  Lanr 
dais  to  Norway,  '^  under  the  nose  of  Jones,"  as  he  expresses  it, 
and  in  defiance  of  his  orders,  claims  a  passing  notice. 

The  ship  Betsy,  of  22  guns  and  84  men,  and  the  Union  of  the 
like  force,  with  a  quantity  of  naval  stores  on  board,  arrived  at 
Bergen  on  the  12th  September,  under  the  conduct  of  two  of  the 
ofiicers  of  the  Alliance.  Immediate  attention  was  paid  to  them 
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by  the  consular  agent  of  France,  Mi  Dechezaulx,  who  wrote  to 
apprize  Br.  Franklin  of  their  arrival,  and  also. to  M.  Caillard 
the  charge  d'affaires  of  France  at  the  court  of  Denmark.  These 
priiies  were  of  vahie,*  but  had  suffered  considerably  at  sea^'and 
stood  in  need  of  repairs.  They  wfere  also  badly  manned.  M. 
Dechezaulx  had  instructions  from  Sartine,  to  render  the  same 
services  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  to  those  of  France. 
He  was  in  hopes  that  the  sale  of  these  prizes  would  be  allowed 
or  overlooked  by  the  Danish  authorities,  though  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  had  not  been  recognised  by  that 
court;  but  of  course  expected  the  most  vehement  opposition 
firom  the  English  consul.  This  apprehension  was  soon  dts- 
agreeaUy  realized.  On  the  26th  of  October,  he  wrote  to  inform 
Franklin  that  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the  6ouTt  of  Deh- 
mark>  '*  unjust  and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,"  to  restore 
the  ships  to  the  English  government,  and  that  they  had  been 
delivered  up  accordingly.  The  decision  had  been  sudden  and 
totally  uaexpected.  The  order  given  by  Landais  to  the  officers 
who  had  them  in  charge  tvas,  simply  to  conduct  them  to  Ber- 
gen, and  M.  Dechezaulx  had  no  authority,  without  receiving 
orders  from  FrankKn,  to  send  them  away,  had  they  been  in  a 
condition  to  put  to  sea.  The  resolution  was  not  communicated 
to  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  until  some  time  after  it  had 
been  made,  during  which  time  he  .had  conferences  with  the 
Danish  minister  in  relation  to  the  prizes.  Nothing  could  be 
done  under  these  circumstances  by  the  American  officers,  who 
were  obliged  to  go  on  shore  with  upwards  of  twenty  men,  and 
with  no  provision  made  for  them,  except  to  enter  their  formal 
protest  against  the  proceedings.  The  governor,  however, 
assured  them  that  he  wou]d  exert  himself  in  their  behalf;  and 
the  principal  merchants  offered  them  every  assistance.  A  few 
weeks  after,  the  governor  informed  them,  that  he  was  author- 
ized to  pay  their  expenses,  and  that  there  was  a  probability  that 


M.  Dechemolx  Mtimated  them  to  be  worth  at  least  40,0002.  iterliog. 


tbfl  dUpg  would  be  puid  for,  lo  Ifae  satiifiEustioti  ofiUfae  Americaii 
fOYeouDieBt ;  a  ch^ap  prombey  never,  fulfilled.  Franklin  act- 
dressed  Count  Bernstoff,  the  Danish  minister^  on  the  sutigeet* 
But  his  l^tt^  was  not  received  until  the  31st  of  January.  On 
the  4th  of  that  laonth,  we  find  the  officers,  five  in  number,  with- 
out any  advices  from  Franklin,  representing  that, ''  they  greatly 
regretted  remaining  in  such  an  inactive  state,  being  unable  to 
render  any  service  whatever,  either  to  their  country  or  them- 
selves." ,Of  t^Qse  prizes,  which  became  subsequently  the  sub- 
ject of  m^cb  negotiation,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  bete,  4hat 
they  were  totally  lost  to  the  United  States,  by  the  perverse  jbUy 
and  wilful  disobedience  of  Landais*  Another  prize  called  the 
Charming  Polly,  was  also  lient  to  Bergen,  where  she  arrived 
after  the  Union  and  Betsy,  and  shared  the  same  &te» 

The  events  of  the  year  1780,  during  which  Jones  was  in 
France,  and  the  correspondence  of  that  period  must  be  suc- 
cinctly referred  to.  The  latter  is  voluniinous,  and  with  the  help 
q(  imagination  some  romance,  might  be  constructed  out  of  the 
letters  of  fair  ladies,  known  and  anonymous.  But  iAXt  businesa 
is  with  truth,  and  we  must  cmifiiie  ourselves  within  oertain 
limits. 

From  the  fatigues  Jones  had  undergone,  his  health  was  im^ 
paired,  and  when  he  anchored  at  Groix,  he  was<  almost  Uind 
from  the  soreness  of  his  eyes.  He  went  up  to  L' Orient  fbr  a 
change  of  air,  whence  he  addressed  Franklin  on  the  18th  of 
February.  His  first  object  was  to  repair  the  Alliance  ;  and  be 
set  about  bis  preparations  for  that  business  with  a  zeal,  and  on 
a  scale,  which  the  economical  Franjklin  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
control  and  reduce.  The ,  cutwater  of  that  vessel  had  been 
wrenched  oul;  of  its  place,  and  her  trim  could  not  be  vegained 
without  altering  the  arrangement  of  the  ballast,  whidi  Jones 
says,  he  understood  ^'  Captain  Landais  had  extended  along  the 
ceiling  from  the  stem  post  to  the  stern  i  an  idea  tb^t  I  believe 
be  may  without  vanity  call  his  own."  Jones  had  ordered. can- 
vass and  cordage  from  Amsterdam.  Healso  proposed  to  sheathe 
the  bottom  with  copper,  if  it  could  be  afforded.     The  other 
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MfB  left  inilbB^  T«xel  road  had  arrived'  in  JPrance,  the  Dirteii 
fleet  giving,  them  convoy.  The  Serapis  was  at  L'Oriesi,  aciid 
her  eonqueror  wished  she  could  be  made  the  properly- of  Ame- 
rica. The  Countess  of  Scarborough  was  at  J^unkirk.  Tbe 
American  niinigter  found  himself  oempelled  to  use  the  language 
of  siqiplication. 

"  As  to  refitting  your  ship  at  the  expense  of  tMs^  court,"  be 
said,  *<  I  must  acquaint  you  that  there  js  n<|t  the  \eetBt  proba- 
bility of  obtaining  it,  and  therefbi^  I  cannot  ask  it.  1  bear  too 
tti«Mh  already 'of  the  extraordinary  expense  you  made  in  H<^ 
Ifoid,  to  think  of  pro|iosing  an  additiop  to  it,  especially,  as  you 
sjsem  to  impute  the  damage  she  has  sustained^  more  to  CaptaiA 
Landais^  negligence,  than  to  accidents  of  the  cruiae^  The 
whole  expense  will)  th^efcM^,  fall  upon  me,  wmI  lam  HI  provi-' 
dad  to<bear<it,  baying  so  many  une;Epected  oafts  upon  me  from 
all  ^uasters.  I^  therefore,  beg  ]m>u  would  have:  meref  on  me, 
put  me*  toi  as  little  chai^  as  possible,  and  take  nothing  you  can 
passibly  do  without.  As  to  sheathing  with  tofper^  it  is^  totally 
otttof  the  question.  I  am  nsiC  autiieriBed'todo  it;  if  I'bad'money ; 
and  I  have  not  money  for  it;  if  I  had  orders^  The  purchase 
of  the  Serapis  is  in  the  same  predicament.  I  believe  tbe-send^ 
ii^  canvass  and  eordagB  flrom  Amsterdam  has  already  been 
fbrlndden ;  if  netv  I  shtdl  forbid  it.  I'  approve  of  your  applying 
to  Messrs.  Ooariade  and  Moylan  for<  what  repairs  you.  want; 
having  an  exceeding  good  c^niop  of  those  gentlemen ;  bat  let 
ma  repeat  itj^r  €rod*s  sake  be  sparing,  unless  you  meanto  taeke 
me  a  bankrupt,  or  have  your  drafts  dishonoured,  for  want  of 
money  in  my  handa  to  pay  them.^' 

To  tUs!  earnest  exhortation^  Jones  said  in  tejAf,  "I  fbel  your 
reasons  ibr  urging  fVugality  ;  and  as  I  have  not  hitherto  be«i 
among  the  most  extravagant  servants  of  America,  so  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  my  regard  for  you  will  make  me  particularly 
nice  in  my  present' situation."  In  hb  answer  to  questions  sub- 
s^uentiy  proposed  by  the  American  board  of  Admiralty,  which 
had  tnowbeenestaUished;  Jones  giveaa  truly  d^pkmible  aoeoont 
of  the  condition  of  the  Alliance,  which,  on  being  tboroi^ly  ex^ 
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nmmedt  proyed  d^cient  and  inconveniei^  in  its  original  con- 
itmcdon,  and  altogether  ill  oontrived*.  The  essential  repairs 
irere  ftuihed  hj  the  middle  of  Aprils  by  the  crew  of  the  ship 
and  four  or  five  American  carpenters.  The  materials  of  the 
oM  arrangement  nearly  sufficed  to  finish  the  new.  Jones  says, 
*' judges  allowed  that  when  the  business  was  finished,  every  thing 
dbout  that  frigate  was  perfect.  I  know  not  what  was  the 
amount  of  the  disbursements.''  In  his  Journal  for  the  king,  he 
saySy  *^  She  was  thought  one  of  the  completest  frigates  m  France." 
It  may  easily  be  eimjectured  that  the  entreaties  of  the  illustrious 
author  of  Poor  Richard  were  not  always  remembered,  yhile  this 
metamorphose  was  in  process. 

At  this  time,  be  seems  to  have  thought  that  an  opinion  was 
^Eitertained,  probably  on  account  of  his  having  rejected  the 
French  commission  so  indignantly,  that  his  feelings  towards  the 
nation  were  unfriendly.  This  impression  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  counteract.  Writing  to  La  Fayette,  he  said :  "  With- 
drawn as  I  am  at  present  from  the  public  attention,  and  having 
endeavoured  only  by  my  past  conduct  to  prove  my  zeal  for  the 
common  cause,  it  is  strange  that  I  cannot  escape  the  maHcious 
attacks  of  little  minds.  If  any  person,  who  has  himself  deserved 
well  of  his  country,  can  accuse  me  of  ingratitude,  let  him 
st^  forth  like  a  man,  and  I  will  answer  en  homme  d^hofmewr. 
•  •  •  •  To  come  to  the  point,  here  follows  my  political  profes- 
sion. I  am  a  citizen  of  the  world,  totally  unfettered  by  the 
little  mean  distinctions  of  country  or  of  climate ;  which  diminish 
or  set  bounds  to  the  benevolence  of  the  heart.  •  •  •  •  As  an 
American  officer,  and  as  a  man,  I  affectionately  love  and  re- 
spect the  character  and  nation  of  France,  and  hope  the  alliance 
with  America  may  last  for  ever.  I  owe  the  greatest  obligation 
to  the  generous  praises  of  the  French  nation  on  my  past  con- 
duct, and  diall  be  happy  to  merit  future  favour.  I  greatly  love 
and  esteem  his  most  christian  majesty  as  the  great  ally  of  Ame- 
rica, the  best  of  kings,  and  the  amiable  friend  and  '  protector 
of  the  rights  of  human  nature ;'  therefore,  he  has  very  few  of 
his  own  subjects  who  would  bleed  in  his  present  cause  with 
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greater  freedom  than  myself,  and  none  who  are  more  dkinte- 
rested.  At  ttie  same  time,  I  lament  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
wish  above  all  things,  for  an  honourable,  happy,  and  lasting 
peace.  My  fortmie  is  not  au^ented  by  the  part  I  hare  hitherto 
acted  in  the  revolution,  (although  I  have  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  acquiring  riches,)  and  I  pledge  mjrself  to  the  worthy 
part  of  mankind,  that  my  future  cohduet  in  the  war  shall  not 
forfeit  their  good  opinion.  I  am  ever,  with  great  and  sincere 
affection,  happy  in  your  friendship,  &c." 

He  gave  assurances  to  the  Duke  de  Yauguyon  to  the  same 
effect. 

« There  are,  my  lord,  some  of  my  ttecret  enemies  base 
enough  to  insinuate  that  t  do  not  love  the  nation  of  France ; 
but  be  assured  that,  though  I  felt  myself  hurt  by  some  measures 
that  were  adopted  towards  me,  and  for  which  I  cannot  yet  see 
any  good  reason,  yet  I  have  never  written,  spoken,  or  even 
thought,  disrespectfully  of  the  nation." 

It  WQM  unquestionably  for  the  interest  of  any  man  of  common 
prudence,  under  Jones'  cireumstances,  to  endeavour  to  conci- 
liate the  good  will  of  the  French  nation.  His  forbearance  as 
to  Landais  proved  that  he  acted  upon  this  conviction.  He  had 
certainly  no  great  cause  to  love  M.  de  la  Sartine,  nor  to  fed 
particularly  warm  towards  the  captains  who  had  been  asso- 
ciated with  him,  from  whatever  cause  their  disagreement  might 
have  arisen.  But  he  was  certainly  honest  in  his  professions  of 
regard  for  the  nation ;  and  the  subsequent  honours  he  received 
at  court  increased  that  regard  fervently. 

It  was  Franklin's  intention  to  send  the  Alliance  back,  as  soon 
as  she  should  be  in  a  condition  to  make  the  voyage.  Jones  would 
not  have  opposed  this  purpose ;  though  it  may  fairly  be  supposed 
that  the  interest  he  took  in  the  disposition  which  might  be 
made  of  his  prizes  did  not  make  him  anxious  to  expedite  his 
departure  while  this  was  uncertain,  and  his  ccew  were  without 
either  wages  or  prize  money.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  be  made  any  unnecessary  delay,  when  the  thorough  repairs 
the  Alliance  underwent  are  considered.     Four  gentlemen,  one 
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of  whom  was  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  were  desirous  of  coming  out  to 
America  by  that  opportunity,  and  Jones  bad  promised  to  ^^  pay 
the  most  cheerful  regard  to  their  accommodation."  Franklin 
also  widied  to  send  to  the  United  States  large  supplies  of  arms 
and  clothing,  (15,000  stand  of  good  arms,  and  120  bales  of 
public  doth,)  of  which  Jones  said,  *'he  hoped  to  be  able  to  cram 
a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole,  into  the  Alliance."  This  could  not 
hare  been  done  with  any  convenience,  without  a  material  chango 
in  the  arrangement  of  that  ship.  On  the  1st  of  March,  Franklin 
wrote  that  M.  Sartine  desired  a  jdaee  for  another  passenger, 
and  expressed  a  wish  that  room  should  be  made  for  Mr.  Brown 
of  South  Carolina.  He  added  :  '^  Captain  Landais  has  de- 
manded of  me  an  order  to  you,  to  deliyer  him  his  trunks  and 
things  that  were  left  on  board  the  Alliance.  I  find  him  so  ex* 
ceedingly  captious  and  critical,  and  so  apt  to  misconstrue  as  an 
intended  injustice,  every  expression  in  a  language  which  he 
does  not  immediately  understand,  that  I  am  tired  of  writing  any 
thing  for  him  or  about  him,  and  am  determined  to  have  nothing 
further  to  do  with  him.  I  make  no  doubt,  however,  that  yoa 
will  deliver  his  things  to  any  person  he  may  empower  to  receive 
them,  and  therefore  think  such  an  order  unnecessary.  •  •  •  • 
Dr.  Bancroft  being  by  this  time  with  you,  will  take  all  steps 
possible  to  promote  your  refitting,  and  forward  the  payment  of 
the  prize  money.  I  do  not  comprehend  what  the  weight  of 
metal  has  to  do  with  the  division,  unless  when  ships  are  fitted  out 
by  different  armors.  I  hope  your  indisposition  will  soon  be  over, 
and  your  health  re-established."  On  the  4th  of  the  same  month, 
Franklin  wrote  to  the  president  of  Congress,  that  Jones  would 
carry  the  Alliance  home,  unless  prevailed  on  to  enter^aoother 
service,  which  he  did  not  think  likely ;  that  Landais  hod  not 
applied  to  be  replaced  in  her,  and  bad  expressed  to  him  and  to 
other  persons  his  dissatisfaction  with  his  ofiicers,  and  hb  incli- 
nation on  that  account  to  leave  her.  This  lunatic  whs^  was 
subject  to  be  tried  as  an  American  oflicer,  by  a  court  martial, 
was  also  liable^as  a  subject  of  France,  and  as  holding  its  com- 
mission, to  the  summary  jurisdiction  exercised  in  that  country. 
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Wben  FrankKn,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Jones  while  the  litter 
was  at  the  Texd,  alhided  to  the  **  concise  operations"  of  the 
ministry,  he  probably  had  the  Bastile  in  his  mind.  It  is  not 
probable  that  pains  would  have  been  taken  to  bring  Landais,  by 
an  American  court  martial,  or  that  he  would  have  been  further 
noticed,  had  not  injudicious  and  officious  individuals  led  him 
to  adopt  a  course  of  conduct,  which  still  further  injured  the 
service*. 

He  was  now,  however,  instigated  by  meddling  mdividimls, 
and  prompted  by  his  own  solemn  vanity  to  ask,  to  be  placed  in 
the  command  of  the  Alliance.  He  wrote  to  this  effect,  on  the 
17th  March.  The  answer  of  Franklin  was  fdain  and  severo 
enough :  ^*  No  one  ever  learned  the  opinion  I  formed  of  you 
from  inquiry  made  into  your  conduct.  I  kept  it  entirely  to  my-* 
self.  I  have  not  even  hinted  it  in  my  letters  to  America,  because 
I  would  not  hazard  giving  to  any  one  a  bias  to  your  prejudice* 
By  communicating  apart  oflhatopmUm  privately  to  you  I  con 
do  no  harm,  for  you  may  bum  it.  I  should  not  give  you  the 
pain  of  reading  it,  if  your  demand  did  not  make  it  necessary.  I 
think  you  then,  so  imprudent,  so  litigious,  and  quarrelsome  a 
lAan,  even  with  your  best  friends,  that  peace  and  good  orders 
and  conseqUMitly  the  quiet  and  regular  subordination  so  neces- 
sary to  success,  are,  where  you  preside,  impossible.  These  are 
¥rithin  my  observation  and  apprehension.  Your  military  opera- 
ticms  I  leave  to  more  capable  judges.  If,  therefore,  I  had 
twenty  ships  of  war  in  my  disposition,  I  should  not  give  one  of 
them  to  Captain  Landais.  The  same  temper  which  exdnded 
him  from  the  French  marine,  would  weigh  equally  with  me.  Of 
course  I  should  not  replace  him  in  the  Alliance." 

Previous  to  the  letter  of  Franklin,  of  March  4th,  the  board  of 
admiralty  had  resolved  to  order  the  AUiance  home,  with  such 
supplies  as  she  could  bring  out.  It  had  been  judged  necessary 
to  detach  four  ships  to  guard  the  harbour  of  Charleston,  winch 
left  the  coasts  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy's 
armed  vessels  from  New  York.    On  the  surrender  of  Charles* 


ton  in  Mayibfloviiigi  those  four  frigates  feH  into  die  ban^  0f 
the  eiiemj« 

On  the  18th  of  March,  Franklin  wrote,  that  after  bi9  de* 
spatchei  ehofold  have  been  reeeived,  with  (samf^  of  the  avpplies, 
he  knew  of  nothing  to  prerent  Jones  frpm  i»roceediqg  imme* 
diately  to  snch  p<Nrt  in  Ninrth  Ameriea  as  he  could  reach  with 
safety.  He  said :  ^^  I  wish  the  prise  money  due  to  your  p^pte 
conkl  be  paid  before  yon  go.  I  have  spdLen  often  about  it«" 
He  mentioned  that  it  was  thought  donhtful  whether  any  tlung 
eonld  be  reeovered  by  peacedUe  means,  for  the  prizes  snrren* 
dered  in  Norway.  ^'  The  ships  of  war  that  you  took  are,  I  heari 
to  be  valued,  die  king  intending  to  purchase  thein ;  and  the 
muster  roH  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  is  wanting  in  order  to 
regulate  the  pnqxNrtions  to  each  ship.  These  things  may  take 
time. .  I  have  considered  that  the  people  of  the  Bon  IJomme 
may  want  some  Utde  supplies  for  the  voyage;  and  thereforos  if 
these  proportions  should  not  be  regulated  and  paid  before  you 
sail,  wad  you  find  it  necessary,  you  aciay  draw  on  me,  as  far  as 
34,000  livres  to  ^advance  to  them,  for  whieh  they  are  to  be  ac- 
countable; but  do  not  exceed  that  sum*  I  do  this  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  in  me  lies,  the  bad  effect  of  any  uneasinesf  amoi^ 
them ;  for  I  suppose  that  regularly  all  p^iyments  to  seamen  shouJd 
be  made  at  home."  He  added  his  wishes  that  Jones  should 
join,  if  possible,  the  convoy  which  was  to  sail  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  month,  and  sail  with  it  until  oS  the  coast,  but  left  it 
to  his  discretion  and  judgment.  On  the  1st  of  Aprils  he  for- 
warded to  him  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  arms  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  100,000  pounds  of  gunpowder ;  and  informed  him 
that  M.  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont  had  directed  his  correspondent 
at  L'Orient,  to  advance  100,000  Itvres,  for  the  Americans  of  the 
Alliance  and  Bon  Homme  Richard,  on  account.  In  relation  to 
the  distribution  of  the  prize  money,  FranUia,  the  best  authority, 
said  m  answer  to  the  questions  of  the  admiralty  board,  that 
no  agreement  had  been  made  by  him  or  <m  his  behalf,  with  the 
armers  of  the  ships  acting  in  concert  with  the  Alliance.  That 
he  supposed  the  division  would  be  according  to  the  laws  of « 
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France  or  America,  as  might  be  found  most  e^piitable ;  but  that 
the  captains  had  entered  into  an  agreement;  called  the  conoof^ 
dat,  to  divide  according  to  the  rules  of  America,  under  whese 
commissions  and  colours  they  acted*  To  this  proyision  of  the 
concordat,  Jones,  it  will  be  remembered  could  have  had  no  de- 
jection, as  he  had  urged  before  its  being  signed  the  propriety  of 
adopting  an  equal  plan  of  distribution.  Franklin,  in  the  answor 
before  referred  to,  gives  a  true  and  brief  account  of  a  long  eitory, 
as  follows.  He  says,  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Alliance 
*^were  encouraged  by  some  meddling  passengers  to  persist. 
The  king  would  have  taken  the  prizes,  and  paid  for  them,  at 
the  rate  per  gun,  &c.  as  he  pays  for  wfurlike  vessels  taken  by 
his  ships,  but  they  raised  a  clamor  at  this,  it  being  put  into  their 
heads  that  it  was  a  project  for  chtoting  them,  and  they  demand* 
ed  a  sale  by  auction.  The  minister,  who  usually  gives  .more, 
when  ships  are  taken  for  the  king,  than  they  will  produce  by 
auction,  readily  consented  to  this,  when  I  asked  it  of  him  ;  but 
then  this  method  required  time  to  have  them  inventoried,  adver- 
tised in  different  ports,  to  create  a  fuller  concurrence  of  buyers, 
&c. ;  Captain  Jones  came  up  to  Paris,  to  hasten  the  proceed- 
ings. In  his  absence  Captain  Landais,  by  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Lee  and  Commodore  Gillon,  took  possession  of  Uie  ship,  and 
kept  her  long  in  writing  up  to  Paris,  waiting  answers,  dz^" 

The  matters  above  recapitulated  must  be  referred  to  OMre 
m  detail ;  but  the  reader  will  heeX  understand  from  it  the 
difficulties  about  the  adjustment  of  ckums  for  prize  money. 

The  100,000  Kvres,  were  not  forth  coming,  with  the  instaar 
tanefty  expected  by  Jones.  On  the  4th  of  April,  Jones  wrote 
to  Franklin,  "  I  fear  that  you  will  now  find  that  M.  Chanmoia 
has  imposed  upon  you,  by  promising  what  he  has  had  na,  inten- 
tion to  perform.  He  has  given  me  no  means  of  advancing 
money  here ;  and  if  the  people  remain  nrndb  longer  dissatisfied, 
I  tremble,  and  let  him  tremble  tcoj  for  the  consequence.  Be^des 
the  a£fairs  mentioned  in  the  written  letter,  he  has  made  another 
proposition  that  an  honest  man  would  be  ashamed  of.  I  wait 
for  something  further  by  the  next  post,  for  I  am  very  loth  to 
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expoie  his  conduct,. and  willing  to  give  him  time  to  repent.** 
Sudi  was  the  strong  language  which  he  used  under  inmiediate 
disappointment  and  ipisapprehension*  While  it  requires  iaser-* 
tion»  it  equally  requires  such  explanation  as  can  readUy  be  given. 
Jones  supposed  M.  Chaumont,  the  conunissary,  as  he  called 
him»  to  have  money  of  the  government  in  his  hands  or  at  com- 
mand«  The  £a€t  was,  that  he  was  largely  in  advance  on  his 
own  account  to  the  new  republic ;  and  that  the  offer  to  advance 
the  100,000  livres,  was  a  voluntary  one.  It  has  already  been 
mentioned  that  the  correspondence  between  him  and  Jones,  ex- 
cept as  it  was  official,  had  ceased.  What  was  meant  by  the 
**  shameful''  pr<^x>sition  spoken  of  is  left  for  ccmjecture.  It  is 
certain  that  neither  Franklin  nor  La  Fayette  ever  found  out 
any  thing  that  was  disgraceful  in  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Chau- 
mont*  It  abo  appears  that  the  latter,  having  all  the  risk  upon 
his  own  shoulders,  wanted  the  business  vouchers,  which  wiMild 
at  least  be  evidence  of  his  advances,  whether  he  could  ever  re- 
cover them  or  not.  According,  to  a  memorandum  given  by 
Jones  to  M.  de  kt  Sartine  on  the  20th  May,  it  appears  that  M. 
de  Chaumont,  wished  the  muster  roll  of  the  crew  of  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  to  state  the  men's  wages  as  commencing  in 
June,  when  many  <^  them  had  enlisted  in  February  and  March. 
At  that  time,  those  rated  according  to  his  request,  had  been 
paid.  Objections  were  made  also  to  the  payment  of  90^000 
livres,  to  the  crew  of  the  Alliance,  for  the  time  during  which 
they  served  under  Jones  on  the  expedition,  which  Franklin  had 
not  the  appropriate  funds  to  meet.  Happily  for  the  compiler, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  explore  the  reasons,  or  their  merits,  for 
these  distinctions,  or  enter  into  calculations  of  ddlars  and  c^its. 
The  only  other  letter  of  Jones  from  L'Orient  at  this  time,  was 
addressed  to  Dr.  Bancroft,  on  the  7th  of  April.  It  is  amusing 
as  a  specimen  of  those  ''  machines"  and  ''  locks"  which  wanted 
"  keys,"  which  he  alluded  to  in  a  letter  to  La  Fayette,  aiid 
which  he(  was  fond  of  manufacturing.  ^'  Judge  of  my  surprise," 
he  said,  **  when  Mr.  Baacroft  assured  me,  that  our  man  at  the 
entrance  of  the  garden,  never  changed  any  of  hid  plans  that  he 
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had  formed  for  tm^  until  he  found  that  they  eeuld  not  lEhiMeed. 

.  I0  it  posiAle  that  he^  (Mr.  B.)  can  have  forgot^  that  he  hiniarif 

askeil  and  obtained  from  me  my  ideas  in  writing,  at  the  deture, 

as  be  told  me,  of  the  courts  in  Jone  or  July,  1778  ?  He  ougbt 

noir  to  be  sensible,  tbat  neither  our  man  nor  himself  at  that  time 

i^jpeared  to  know  any  thing  about  mariile  afihars.    You  may 

^  remember  vdiat  I  showed  you  on  that  subject ;  but  that  our 

^  man  should  have  given  my  ideas  to  the  minisCer  as  his  own,  is 

fomemptifale,  and  shows  Ins  real  efaaracter.    I  have  often  re* 

pented  that  I  consented  to  give  some  of  my  ideas  in  wrilteg ; 

but  there  is  tittle  dangidr  that  they  wifi  run  away  with  the  gkffy 

from  me,  by  carrying  them  well  into  execution.''     Who  **  our 

man'*  WEB^  the  reader  has  a  right  to  guess  for  hkiiself.    I  am 

unable  to  do  so. 

Jones  had  now  determined  to  go  to  Paris.  In  the  fragment 
of  a  letter  without  date,  ascertained  from  the  contents  to  have 
been  written  in  1792,  be  says :  ^^  Though  my  crews  were  almost 
naked,  and  I  had  no  money  to  administer  to  their  wants,  yet 
my  constant  applications  to  court  for  two  months,  produced  no 
relief,  no  pajrment  whatever,  either  for  salary  or  prise  money. 
I  was  cm  the  point  of  sailing  back  to  America  without  any  ap* 
pearance  of  obtaining  justice  ^  Withovt  the  ledst  acknowledg- 
ment direct  or  indirect,  that  the  court  was  satisfied  mth  my 
services !  Under  these  circumstances,  in  a  moment  of  despair,  I 
came  to  court  to  demand  satisfhetion."  The  want  of  such  an 
*^  acknovdedgment"  weighed  undoubtedly  much  more  with 
him  than  the  consideration  of  any  proportion  of  the  jnrlze  money 
to  wfaidi  he  WBBpenanaUjf  entitled.  No  intelligent  person,  on  a 
review  of  his  life  and  correspondence,  (notwithstanding  that  his 
own  inartificial  protestations  of  disinterestedness,  would,  in  or- 
dinary cases,  be  read  backwards,)  will  hesitate  to  believe,  that 
he  bved  the  voice  of  praise  and  breath  of  renown,  immeasura* 
bty  beyond  **  all  Bokhara's  vaunted  gold."  But,  as  it  is  unphir 
losophical  to  search  for  more  than  a  sufficient  cause  for  a 
common  event,  we  see  little  sense  in  the  speculations  of  Jones' 
biographers,  as  to  the  motives  which  led  him  to  repair  to  Yer- 


saiHes ;  add  are  oonteiit  to  take  the  word  of  Franklin  and  his 
own,  that  he  went  there  to  ''  hasten  the  proceedings"  in  relatKMi 
to  the  prize  money.  In  his  Journal  for  the  king,  he  sajs  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  clamours  among  the  officers  and  seameil, 
**  after  he  had  tried  every  thing  that  writing  to  Paris  could  do, 
without  effect,  he  by  the  advice  of  many  American  gentlemen, 
then  at  L'Orient,  went  himself  to  court  to  demand  that  the 
prizes  might  be  sold,  and  the  seamen  paid,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  and  usages  of  the  American  flag."  This  permission  was 
granted,  and  orders  given  to  expedite  the  business  of  making  Out 
inventories,  advertising,  &c.  mentioned  by  Fiuiiklin. 

There  is  a  discrepancy  in  Jones*  accounts  of  this  period,  from 
a  want  of  dates,  andfrom  some  being  general  and  others  in  detail. 
He  could  not  have  been  mistaken,  after  the  lapse  of  any  number 
of  years,  as  to  his  first  reception  by  the  minister.  In  the  frag- 
ment quoted  from,  written  in  1792,  which  is  unquestionably  in 
his  own  hand,  he  proceeds  to  say  :  "  The  minister  of  the  United 
States  accompanied  me  to  M.  de  Sartine,  who  gave  us  a  recep- 
tion as  cold  as  ice,  did  not  say  to  me  a  civil  word,  nor  even  ask 
me  if  my  health  had  not  suffered  from  my  wounds,  and  the  un- 
common fatigue  I  had  undergone.  The  public  did  me  mdre 
justice  than  the  minister,  and  I  owe  to  the  king  alone  the  flat- 
tering marks  of  distinction  with  which  I  was  honoured."  This 
first  impression  as  to  the  minister's  coldness  was  revived  and 
expressed  aii  above,  in  a  moment  of  sickness  and  exaspera- 
tion, and  while  writing  angrily  to  another  dilatory  minister  of 
marine.  It  is  quoted  from  the  draft,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  a  copy  was  ever  sent.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  said  nothing 
about  it  in  his  answers,  rendered  a  year  after  the  transaction, 
to  the  questions  by  the  board  of  admiralty.  We  quote  part  of 
the  80th  answer,  which  may  be  reconciled  with  the  other  state- 
ment, by  considering  that  it  was  unnecessary  and  impolitic  to 
dWell  minutely  on  the  polar  reception  first  given  to  him  by  M. 
de  la  Sartine,  when' a  reference  to  it  could  only  injure  the  pttblic 
interest.   And  the  cause  of  that  frigidity  is  readily  found,  id  the 
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manner  in  whieh  Jones  had  expressed  hkntelf  in  rehlion  to  M. 
de  Chaumont.     To  proceed  to  the  answer : 

**  M.  le  Ray  de  Chaumont  had  promised  fhmi  day  to  day,  to 
remit  the  goyernment  monies  to  L'Orient,  for  the  payment  of 
wages,  and  abo  100,000  livres,  in  part  of  prize  money,  to  be 
divided  among  the  Americans  of  the  squadron,  then  on  board 
the  Alliance ;  but  at  last,  instead  of  complying  with  either,  he 
prevailed  on  the  minister  of  the  marine  to  order  the  Serapbto 
be  valued  in  the  French  way,  for  account  of  the  king,  and  with- 
out giving  the  captors  any  satisfaction  whatever,  or  obtaining 
their  leave  or  consent,  the  workmen  in  the  port  began  to  rip  up 
the  orlop  deck,  and  all  thcs  interior  work  of  that  ship.  Messrs. 
Gourlade  and  Moylan  did  not  interfere  to  prevent  this.  Mr. 
Lee  took  much  pains  to  persuade  the  people  they  had  been 
sailing  with  me  in  a  priveUeer^  would  be  detained  in  Ekirope 
during  the  war,  and  get  nothing  at  last.  I  found  it  imposmble 
to  reason  them  into  good  humour,  so  as  to  go  to  sea ;  they  posi- 
tively declared  they  would  not  weigh  anchor  till  they  were  fiiBy 
paid,  and  wrote  to  this  effect  to  Bfr.  Franklin.  I  was  th^n 
greatly  disgusted  with  the  treatment  that,  in  appearance^  I  had 
met  with  from  M.  de  Sartine,  but  which  in  reality  did  not  prove 
to  be  his  fault,  but  that  of  M.  le  Ray  de  Chaumont.  But  as  I 
saw  no  way  of  overcoming  my  difficulties  by  remaining  at 
L'Orient,  I  with  the  adrice  of  Mr.  Samuel  Wharton,  and  the 
majority  of  the  Americans  then  assembled  at  L'Orient,  waiting 
to  proceed  with  me  to  America,  went  up  to  court  to  demand  the 
free  sale  of  our  prizes,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Ameri^m 
navy.  Mr.  Franklin  went  with  me  to  the  minister,  who,  con- 
trary to  my  expectation,  gave  me  the  most  friendly  welcome, 
and  sent  immediate  orders  to  publish  the  inventories^  and  ad- 
vertise the  sale  of  all  the  prizes.  This,  however,  took  up  more 
time  than  had  been  imagined." 

To  leave  this  dull  business  while  we  may :  Jones  became  the 
temporary  lion  of  Paris ;  and  enjoyed  what  heroes  most  dearly 
love  from  the  principle  of  their  nature,  which  makes  them  such — 


Ifcf  fMrit^of  fame---if  the  phrase  may  be  used  widioitt  absurd- 
iQr*  For  every  age  produces  as  many  heroes  as  Byrcm  enu- 
merates in  his  misanthropic  introduction  to  an  unclean,  and 
luckily  for  morals,  an  unended  extravaganza;  and  mankind 
could  not  remember  them  all,  if  they  had  nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
repeat  the  starry  and  emblazoned  roll.  And  as  to  the  gifted 
vision  which  foresees  its  own  immortality,  few  are  so  poor  in 
judgment  as  not  to  know  that 

"  Both  boand  together  live  and  die» 
Tbe  wiitiiig  and  the  propheoy.**^ 

But  Jones  was  immediately  connected  with  events,  which, 
while  we  write  our  annals  truly,  n^ust  identify  him  honourably 
with  the  history  of  the  world ;  and  a  man  far  less  susceptible  of 
being  intoxicated  by  the  cry  of  the  million,  and  much  better 
taught  by  experience,  that  the  hamnum  voUiare  per  ora  is,  in 
truth,  only  a  volitation,  would  have  seen,  without  bemg  liable  to 
the  charge  of  vulgar  vanity,  in  the  honours  conferred  by  the 
court,  and  the  attentions  of  noblemen  and  noble  ladies,  the  first 
fruits  of  an  undying  reputation.  It  is  quaintly  said,  in  the 
biography  published  in  Edinburgh  that,  ''the  reception  he  per- 
sonally met  from  many  individuals  among  the  higher  classes  of 
society  and  the  leaders  of  fashion,  when  Americans  and  repub- 
licanism were  the  tnfiUuatif^g  novelties  of  the  day,  must  have 
been  highly  gratifying  to  his  feelings,  and  to  his  insatiable  love 
of  distinction." 

This  strangely  ''infatuating  novelty*'  upset  the  throne  of 
Charlemagne  and  all  his  successors.  While  I  write,  it 
threatens  to  hiss  ofi^  the  stage  a  Bourbon  who  is  experimen- 
tally placed  on  it ;  it  has  disfranchised  a  hemisphere,  that  is, 
left  its  deliyerance  to  be  effected,  whenever  enlightened  opinion 
shall  be  strong  enough  ;  has  partially  freed  even  Ireland ;  and 
in  the  good  providence  of  Grod,  whatever  ages  of  agony  and 
bloodshed  may  first  intervene,  all  mankind  will  one  day  learn,  that 
the  "  infatuating  novelty"  is  as  true  as  holy  writ,  that  by  proper 
education  a  people  can  govern  themselves  to  more  advantage. 
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tbcm  by  supentitiously  believing  in  the  virtues  of  a  here£cary 
mooarcby.  However,  when  hereditary  nKHiarehies  are  esta* 
blishedy  such  impertinencies  as  that  above  quoted,  are  eonve- 
bient  and  pardonable ;  though  they  eaiuiot  be  truly  said  to  be 
commendable. 

In  Jones'  Journal  for  the  king,  and  other  formal  narratives 
by  himself,  which  we  have  followed  to  preserve  chronology, 
there  is  of  course  no  methodical  account  of  the  successive  tokens 
of  distinction  whi«h  he  received,  though  the  references  to  them 
in  his  subsequent  letters  are  frequent.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  he  was  in  correspondence  with  some  of  the  principal  actors 
of  the  day,  those  most  in  the  pubHc  eye ;  and  that,  however, 
hard  it  may  be  to  pay  money  for  services  justly  rendered,  it  is 
both  easy  and  agreeable  to  pay  compliments.  It  was  also  natu- 
ral that  the  people  of  France,  who  had  heard  of  his  exploits, 
should  greet  him  as  they  did  at  theatres  and  in  public  places. 
The  court  and  the  community  jointly  and  severally  did  him 
homage,  and  ladies  smiled  upon  him.  Except,  however,  in  the 
correspondence  of  an  anonymous  fair  one,  named  Delia,  to  be 
mentioned  anon,  of  which  fragments  are  preserved,  there  is 
nothing  left,  in  print  or  manuscript,  which  is  authentic,  that  is 
injurious  to  the  fair  fame  of  any  lady,  whose  name  is  indicated 
by  its  initials  or  otherwise.  If  it  be  painful  to  destroy  romance, 
it  is  no  less  necessary  to  tell  the  truth ;  and  though  nobody  can 
doubt  that  Commodore  Jones  was  anxiously  and  courteously 
entertained  and  caressed  by  noble  and  fashionable  matrons,  all 
that  we  have  any  foundation  for  saying,  in  relation  to  the  mat- 
ter, is  best  stated  in  the  brief  biographical  notice  of  him  in  the 
Edinburgh  Encyclopcsdia:  ^'  He  spoke  several  of  the  European 
languages ;  was  alover  of  music  and  poetry;  played  on  different 
musical  instruments ;  and  used  to  write  verses  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  Parisian  ladies."  These  remarks  would  be  out  of 
place,  were  it  not  that  so  mdch  has  been  idly  written  and  ima- 
gined in  relation  to  Jones'  gallantries.  The  fact  is,  though  it 
involves  a  speculation  for  which  we  have  no  time,  that  his  chi- 
valry was  of  the  higher  and  holier  order.  He  worshipped  virtu- 
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OII8  women  in  the  diamber  of  his  ima^nation,  as  did  the  heroes 
and  knights  of  classic  and  romantic  poetry.  Of  his  common 
frailties  we  know  nothing,  nor  need  we  draw  them  from  their 
dread  abode.  However  this  may  be,  his  correspondence  with 
the  lady,  known  as  Delia,  began  about  this  time,  as  ai^)ears 
from  one  of  her  letters.  He  had  &a  more  respectable  female 
acquaintances. 

Of  his  public  reception,  he  says  himself^  that/'  he  receired 
at  Paris,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  most  flattering 
applause  and  public  approbaticm  wherever  he  appeared.  Both 
the  great  and  the  learned  sought  his  acquaintance  in  private 
life,  and  honoured  him  with  particular  marks  of  friendship.  At 
court,  he  was  always  received  with  a  kindness  which  could  only 
have  arisen  from  a  fixed  esteem." 

Whatever  were  his  honours  or  his  distractions,  during  this 
month  of  May,  Jones  did  not  neglect  improving  the  favourable 
terms  on  which  he  stood,  for  the  benefit  of  his  adopted  country. 
He  applied  to,  and  obtained  from  government,  to  follow  his 
Journal,  ''  a  loan  of  the  Ariel  of  20  guns,  to  assist  the  Alliance 
to  transport  a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  &c  to  America,  then 
ready  to  be  sent  for  the  army  under  the  command  of  General 
Washington.  He  had  already  embarked  on  board  the  Alliance 
the  cannon  he  had  provided  for  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  but 
which  had  arrived  at  L'Orient  too  late  for  that  ship,  besides  a 
quantity  of  muskets  and  powder.  And  a  cartel  having  arrived 
with  American  prisoners  from  England,  had  enabled  him  to 
leave  behind  near  four  hundred  seamen  on  board  the  Alliance. 
So  that  he  could  have  spared  a  crew  for  the  Ariel  without  any 
expense  or  loss  of  time.  It  was  his  intention  to  arm  the  Ariel 
eu  flute f  and  to  carry  a  considerable  part  of  the  clothing  in  the 
Alliance.  Finding  the  sales  of  the  prize  protracted  much  be- 
yond his  expectations,  he  endeavoured,  but  without  success,  to 
obtain  son^e  advance  for  his  officers  and  crew,  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  for  America ;  and  the  latter  end  of  May,  took  leave 
of  their  majesties,  the  court,  and  his  friends  at  Paris."  The 
king  had  ordered  that  the  commodore  should  be  presented  with 
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a  gold  sword,  and  that  he  should,  with  the  permission  of  Con* 
gressy  receive  the.cross  of  military  merit,  a  decoration  conferred 
previously  on  those  only  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  proper  service  of  France.  A  letter  from  Sartine  of  the  30tk, 
announced  these  offers ;  declared  the  king's  perfect  satisfaction 
with  the  commodore's  actions,  and  disposition  to  receive  him 
again  with  pleasure,  should  he  be  sent  on  any  new  expedition 
to  Europe.  From  Franklin  also  he  had  an  honourable  testimo- 
nial of  his  ''  bravery  and  conduct,"  solicited  by  himself,  though, 
as  the  ambassador  remarked,  ''his  actions  were  more  effectual 
recommendations,  and  rendered  any  from  him  unnecessary." 
According  to  Mr.  Sherburne's  dates,  the  consent  of  the  king  to 
allow  one  of  his  vessels  to  accompany  the  Alliance,  was  not 
formally  given  until  the  30th  of  June.  This  must  be  an  error. 
On  the  first  of  that  month,  Jones  received  directions  from  Frank- 
lin to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  admiralty  board, 
requiring  the  return  of  that  vessel,  with  all  due  expedition ;  and 
on  the  4th,  W.  Franklin  enclosed  him  a  copy  t>f  a  letter  from 
M.  de  Sartine,  which  stated  that  the  commissary  and  comman- 
dant at  L'Orient  had  orders  from  the  minister,  to  render  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  facilitate  his  departure. 

But  there  was  a  fatality  attending  the  departures  of  Jones 
from  port ;  and  it  seems  as  if  procrastination,  irritation,  and 
the  tension  of  patience  were  ordained  to  give  velocity  and  ener- 
gy to  bis  career,  when  he  was  at  last  afloat  on  the  free  ocean 
en  large.  That  ''singularly  wild"  and  disagreeable  chevalier 
Landais,  had  been  at  L'Orient  during  Jones'  absence,  and  with 
the  help  of  mischievous  prompters  and  counsellors,  aided  by  the 
disccmtent  which  prevailed  among  the  officers  on  account  of  not 
receiving  prize  money  or  pay,  had  resolved  to  retain  the  com- 
mand of  the  Alliance.  Had  not  this  happened,  Jones  sajrs, 
''  every  thing  was  prepared,  and,  the  Ariel  being  copper  boi- 
tomed,  he  would  have  sailed  for  America  a  week  after  his 
return  from  Paris." 

On  the  13th  of  April  previous,  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  had 
addressed  Franklin,  informing  him  of  their  necessitous  cirouoH 
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Btaoces,  and  that  they  were  alarmed  at  receiving  neither  wages 
nor  prize  money,  when  the  ship  was  so  nearly  prepared  for  sea* 
In  his  reply  of  the  7th  of  June,  he  told  them  that,  Bluing  nothing 
to  do  with  the  prizes,  he  had  advanced  the  24,000  livres  before 
spoken  of,  for  their  immediate  wants ;  and  that  as  to  wages,  he 
thought  they  should  be  expected  at  home.     He  told  them,  that 
in  consequence  of  being  frequently  informed  from  L'Orient, 
that  the  proposed  method  of  valuing  the  prizes  excited  discon- 
tent, he  had  procured  a  consent  that  they  should  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic auction ;  which  necessarily  required  time,  unless  they  were 
to  be  sacrificed.     He  thought  the  method  first  proposed  would 
have  been  most  beneficial  to  them.     In  answer  to  their  inquiry, 
whether  nothing  had  been  received  from  the  prizes  sent  to  Nor- 
way, he  told  them,  that  he  had  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Danish 
court,  with  the  reply  to  which  he  was  not  satisfied ;  that  the 
matter  was  before  Congress ;  and  should  any  thing  be  recovered, 
strict  justice  should  be  done  them.     He  expressed  his  surprise 
that,  after  the  complaints  he  had  received  from  them  a  year  pre- 
vious against  Landais,  and  the  statenient  of  the  latter  at  that 
time,  that  they  were  all  joined  together  against  him,  he,  who 
had  been  at  Paris  merely,  as  he  professed,  to  vindicate  himself 
and  obtain  an  order  for  his  own  property  on  board  of  the  Al- 
liance, should  desire  to  resume  the  command,  and  that  they 
riiould  again  wish  to  sail  under  him.     He  said,  ''I  have  related 
exactly  to  Congress  the  manner  of  his  leaving  the  ship,  and 
though  I  declined  any  judgment  of  his  manoeuvres  in  the  fight, 
I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion,  (to  Congress,)  after  examining 
the  affair,  that  it  was  not  at  all  likely,  either  that  he  should  have 
given  orders  to  fire  into  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  or  that  his 
ofiicers  would  have  obeyed  such  an  order  had  it  been  given  them. 
Thus  I  have  taken  what  care  I  could  of  your  honour  in  that 
particular.     You  will,  therefore^  excuse  me  if  I  ain  a  little  con- 
cerned for  it  in  another.     If  it  should  come  to  be  publicly  known 
that  you  had  the  strongest  aversion  to  Captain  Landais,  who 
had  used  you  basely,  and  that  it  is  only  since  the  last  year's 
cruise,  and  the  appointment  of  Commodore  Jones  to  the  com- 
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Diand,  that  you  request  to  be  again  under  your  old  captain,  1 
fear  suspiciqp^  and  reflections  may  be  thrown  upon  you  by  the 
world,  as  if  ^s  change  of  sentiment  may  have  arisen  from  your 
observation  during  the  cruise,  that  Captain  Jones  loved  close 
fighting,  that  Captain  Landais  was  skilful  in  keeping  out  of 
barm's  way,  and  that  you  therefore  thought  yourselves  safer  with 
the  latter.  For  myself,  I  believe  you  to  be  brave  men,  and 
lovers  of  your  country  and  its  glorious  cause  ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded you  have  only  been  ill  advised,  and  misled  by  the  artftd 
and  malicious  misrepresentations  of  some  persons  I  guess  at. 
Take  in  good  part  this  friendly  counsel  from  an  okl  man  who  is 
your  friend.  Go  home  peaceably  with  your  ship.  Do  your 
duty  faithfully  and  cheerfully.  Behave  respectfully  to  your 
commander,  and  I  am  persuaded  he  will  do  the  same  to  you. 
Thus  you  will  not  only  be  happier  in  your  voyage,  but  recom- 
mend yourselves  to  the  future  favours  of  Congress  and  of  your 
country." 

On  the  same  day,  he  wrote  peiaemptorily  to  Landais,  express- 
ing his  astonishment  that  the  latter  should  be  at  L'OricBt, 
when  he  had  thought  him  long  before  on  his  voyage  to  Ame- 
rica fior  trial ;  to  enable  him  to  do  which,  he  had  been  furnished 
with  a  considerable  sum  of  money.*  Landais  had  coolly  writ- 
ten on  the  39th  May,  that  *^  he  had  been  waiting  for  Frankfia's 
orders  ever  since,  to  retake  the  command  of  the  Alliance!*^ 
The  minister  said :  '^  I  waive  any  further  dispute  with  you ; 
but  I  charge  you  not  to  meddle  with  the  command,  or  create 
any  disturbance  cm  board  her,  as  you  will  answer  the  contraiy 
at  your  [)eril."  But  Landais  had  got  a»  opinion  from  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  who  had  a  taste  for  **  constitutional  construction,'' 
that  he  might  treat  the  minister's  orders  with  silent  contempt^ 
or,  in  the  slang  of  the  present  day,  mdlify  them.*  Tb^  majo- 
rity of  the  oflicers  and  crew  had  also  been  too  well  deluded 


*  Landiis  bad  tctoaUj  made  a  written  applioatioii  to  Captain  Bell  Ibr  afeflMfti* 
the  merchant  ahip  Luerae,  tbat  he  might  retorn  <tniokly  to  America  tbi  trial.— ^«*'' 
mat  for  tJu  King. 
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Att'iBf  tke  absence  of  their  fxunmander,  bjr  repreBeotetioos 
thpi  he  WMB  negleetiiig  or  oompoundnig  their  rights  at  court, 
while  he  was  enjoying  all  the  honours  of  their  vieUMy.  Jones 
said,  himsdf,  at  the  tame :  *^  I  have  been  to  Uame  for  haring 
retnmed  to  Paris,  without  having  absolutely  insisted  on  tha 
previous  payment  of  my  men." '  He  would  have  insisted  to  no 
purpose*  The  change  in  the  mode  of  assessing  the  vahie  of 
the  prizes,  left  the  conrt  not  responsible  immediately ;  and  'M» 
Chaumoot  was  anable  to  pay  in  uitioipation  of  their  sale. 

l^e  sailon  became  peremptory  in  their  4omands.  On  tha 
12th  June,  we  find  Franklin  writing  to  Jones:  ^'Saturdily 
moniing  I  received  a  letter  signed  by  about  115  of  the  sattara 
<tf  the  Alliance,  dedaring  that  they  would  not  raise  the  anchor, 
nor  depart  from  L'Orie»t,  till  they  had  six  months'  wages  pud 
tbem,  and  the  utmost  farthing  of  the  prize  money,  indnding 
the  lAips  sent  into  Norway,  and  until  ^Hr  legal  captain^  P.  lam- 
dm$^  was  restored  to  them.  Tfak  mutiny  has  undoubtedly  been 
exdited  by  that  captain  ;  probably  by  making  them  belieTe  tfast 
satisfaction  has  been  received  for  those  Norway  prizes  delivered 
up  to  the  Enghsb.  •  *  •  •  That  he  is  concerned  in  this 
mutiny  he  has  been  foolish  enough  to  furnish  us  with  proofs ; 
the  saibrsMetter  being  not  only  enclosed  under  a  cover  directed 
to  me  in  his  handwriting,  but  he  also,  in  the  same  writing, 
interlined  the  veords,  their  legal  captain^  P.  LandaiSy  which 
happens  to  contain  his  signature.  I  immediately  went  to  Ver- 
saiHes  to  demand  the  assistance  of  government,  and  on  show- 
ing the  letter,  by  which  his  guilt  plainly  appeared,  an  ovder  was 
immediately  granted)  and  sent  away  the  same  evening,  for  i^pre- 
hending  and  imprisoning  hkn,  and  orders  were  promised  to  be 
given  at  the  same  time  to  the  commissary  c^  the  port  to  affinrd 
yoB  all  kind  of  assistonce  to  fimlitate  your  departure.  M.  Chau- 
mont  being  with  me,  and  assisting  warmly  in  obtaming  these 
orders.  We  thought  it  best  at  tke  same  time,  to  give  directions 
that  those  sailors  who  have  signed  this  letter  should  not  be 
favoured  with  receiving  any  part  of  the  money  ordered  to  be 
advanced,  in  part  of  what  it  is  supposed  the  Serapia  and  Coun- 
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tern  may  be  sold  for,  unless  nidi  as  express  their  sorroir  fiNr 
haying  been  so  misled,  and  willingness  to  do  their  doty.  And 
that  they  may  be  known,  their  title  was  sent  down  to  M.  de 
Marplanir.  But  care  should  be  taken  that  it  be  returned,  as  it 
eontwis  the  proofs  above  mentioned  against  Landais,  who  will 
probably  be  tried  for  his  life  ;  being  considered  by  the  minist^ 
as  an  emigrant  without  the  king's  permission,  and  therrfove 
still  a  Frenchman,  and  when  in  France,  still  subject  to  its  laws.*' 

All  of  this  letter  ought  to  be  inserted,  did  space  permit.  We 
ean  only  add  that  FrankUn  recommended,  in  case  difficulties 
should  arise  to  prevent  the  produce  of  the  sales  being  known, 
and  part  advanced,  before  Jones  was  ready  to  sail  with  the  Ariel 
in  company,  those  who  would  not  trust  to  their  country  for  jut- 
tite  should  be  put  on  shore,  and  left  to  wait  at  Uieir  own  expense. 
He  conduded :  *^  You  are  likely  to  have  great  trouble.  I  wufh 
jrou  well  through  it.  You  have  shown  your  abilities  in  fight- 
ing ;  you  have  now  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  other  neces- 
sary part  in  the  character  of  a  great  chief— -your  abilities  in 
poUcy." 

Up  to  this  period,  whatever  might  have  been  done  in  secret 
cabal,  no  open  disrespect  had  been  shown  to  Jones.  He 
states*  that  he  had  been  on  board  of  the  Alliance  for  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  time  after  his  return  from  Versaillea,  and 
'<  had  always  been  well  received  and  duly  obeyed."  But  findiag 
that  **  his  commission  and  authority  had  been  called  in  ques 
tion,"  he  ordered  the  former  as  well  as  Franklin^s  orders  to  be 
read  on  board,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  June,  for  the  sati»- 
fiietion  of  all  present.  What  amounted  to  a  mutiny  occurred 
in  consequence.  The  fact  is,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  while 
bent  on  doing  his  duty,' Jones  had  not  had  his  imagination  firee 
from  the  effects  of  th^  public  honours  he  had  received  at  Paris ; 
and  that  it  was  not  in  his  nature  U}  pry  into  the  views  and 
schemes  c^  those  whom  circumstances  made  his  inferiors.    His 


*  h  « letter  to  FnmkllB  of  Jvne  IStfa,  tUdi^  after  lfa« 
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thoughts  or  dreams,  if  thal^be  the  bett^  phrase,  about  his  own 
renown,  did  not  interfere  with  his  strenuous  efforts  to  sustain 
and  increase  it,  but  on  the  contrary  concentrated  those  efforts. 
A  man  of  more  conmion  mind  might  have  sought  after  and 
eagerly  Hstened  to  reports  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  kitchen^ 
and  counteracted  vulgar  intrigue  by  conciUation*  However 
this  may  be,  he  was  nustidLea  as  to  the  influence  which  was 
predominant  on  board.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June, 
he  went  on  Aore  to  make  arrangements  with  the  commandant 
for  despatching  the  Ariel,  and  Landais  went  on  boaid,  declaring 
that  he  came  to  take  command  of  the  ship,  and  would  support 
himself  by  force  against  any  person  who  should  dispute  his  au- 
thority. He  had  written  to  Lieutenant  Degge,  as  lieutenant  in 
command  on  board  the  frigate  AlUance,  ordering  him  to  keep 
die  command  of  the  frigate  from  any  one  who  should  seek  to 
take  it,  contrary  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  and  to  his  prejudice, 
until  he  should  receive  an  answer  from  his  excellency  Dr. 
Franklin,  on  the  reception  of  which  he  would  take  the  com- 
mand. He  added : ''  I  expect  Dr.  Franklin  can't  .deny  it  to  me, 
unless  he  has  an  order  to  the  contrary  from  Congress."  This 
letter  had  been  dictated  by  some  of  the  "  meddling  passengers,'' 
and  was  read  to  the  crew  by  Lieutenant  Degge. 

Finding  that  Landais  had  taken  possession,  by  the  advice  of 
the  commandant  of  the  marine  and  commandant  of  the  road, 
Jones  wrote  to  Franklia  by  express,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
on  which  what  may  be  called  the  mutiny  'occurred.  He  said : 
'^  Several  of  the  brave  officers  who  served  with  me  in  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  have  already  been  treated  with  indignity  on 
board ;  and  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Dale,  this  moment  tells  me, 
that  he  and  some  others  have  been  turned  ashore.  Before  I 
came  ashore  this  forenoon,  the  crew  being  assembled,  I  v  de- 
manded whether  any  of  them  could  say  a  word  to  my  disad- 
vantage? They  answered,  they  oould  not.  There  was  then 
every  aj^^earance  of  general  contentment  and  subordination. 
I  am  certain  that  the  people  love  and  would  readily  obey  me." 
He  wasob^ing  Franklin's  last  verbal  instructions,  to  act  in  con- 
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cert  with  the  cmninand€ints  abote  meotianed*    He  was  Madj 
^  ready  to  seuI  with  both  veBsekr,  with  the  arms  and  dothiag  pro- 

.  perly  bestowed ;  and  there  is  not  much  doubt  that  the  erews 

1^  would  readily  have  sailed  with  him,  had  the  malign  inflaenca 

been  removed,  which  so  bcdefuUy  govemdd  them.     Let  us  hear 
j  a  screed  of  doctrine  about  constitutional  construction  and  nuUi- 

i  fication,  delivered  in  anticipation,  and  which  will  hold  water 

^  rather  better  than  others  we  have  had,  since  we  have  had  a  coa- 

I  stitution%      The  special  pleading  is  good;   and  must  have 

refreshed  the  souls  of  the  ragged  mutineers .  paiticidarly.  Bfr« 
Arthur  Lee  thus  wrote  to  Jones,  on  the  IStlu 

"  Sir, 

*^  When  you  showed  me  yesterday,  the  authorities  under  which 
you  conceive  you  had  a  right  to  command  the  AlUanoe  fngsM^ 
I  told  you  it  was  not  in  my  povrer  to  give  yon  an  opinion  upoo 
them  without  seeing  those  of  Captain  Landais  ;  und  that  I 
would  not  giro  an  opinion  in  this  matter,  but  in  writing.  Since 
'  that  I  have  seen  the  authorities  of  Captain  Landais,  and  I  now 

shall  state  them  both,  with  my  opinion  upon  them  ;  which  I 
hope  may  be  of  use  in  preventing  any  fiurdier  contest,  vriueh 
cannot  but  be  disgracefbl  and  injurious  to  the  service,  as  waU 
as  to  those  who  are  in  the  wrong. 

**  The  authorities  you  showed  me,  consisted  of  a  connniMm 
from  Congress,  appointing  you  a  captain  in  the  marine  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  late  order  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  you  to 
take  command  of  the  Alliance,  and  carry  her  where  Ae  is 
ordered  by  the  admiralty.  This  order  from  JDr.  Franklin  does 
not  recite  or  allege  any  power  from  Congress  to  take  the  com- 
mand from  Captain  Landais,  and  put  another  in  his  pfawe. 

"  The  authorities  Captain  Landais  laid  before  me»  were  a 
commission  fh>m  Congress,  Hke  yours,  appointing  him  captain 
in  the  service ;  a  resolve  of  Congress  giving  him  the  command 
of  the  Alliance  frigate ;  and  a  letter  of  instructions  for  thai 
purpose  from  the  marine  committee. 

**  From  these  documents  it  is  clear,  beycmd  a  possibility  of 
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doubt,  that  Captan  LaMdoia  eommaiMb  tkat  ship  uidcr  tl|eihH« 
direct,  and  express  order  of  Ooagress ;  and  tint  n^tuch  aadwp* 
rity  appears  to  dismiss  him  from  the  command.  In  this  sitaa*» 
tion,  Captain  Land«s  most  answer  at  hisperfl  finr  the  frigate 
entrusted  to  him  till  he  reeeitesan  order  of  Congress  to  delitct 
her  to  another.  If  any  such  <Mrder  exists,  those  who  have  it  do 
infinite  wrong  to  the  serrice  in  mot  producing  it,  to  prevent  aoj 
disturbance.  If  th^e  is  no  such  order,  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  who  attempt  to  divest  Captain  Laadais  of  the 
command  he  hdds  from  the  sovereign  power,  or  to  disturb  him 
bjr  violence  in  the  exercise  of  it,  commit  a  high  crime  agaiaat 
the  laws  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  and  siil^aet  them- 
selves to  a  proportionaUe  puniidiment. 

^'  Thi&r,  sir,  is  my  opinion,  founded  upcm  a  cool  and  candid 
connderation  of  the  authorities  on  both  sides;  which  alone 
ought  to  determine  our  judgment  and  our  actions.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  show  this  letter  to  whom  you  please,  or  to  send  it  to 
Dr.  Franklin.  Should  it  prevail  upon  yon  to  urge  this  matter 
no  farther  till  yon  know  whether  there  is  authority  of  Cmg^ess 
for  what  you  are  doing,  I  shall  think  I  have  r^idered  no  less 
service  to  you  personally,  in  preventing  you  from  oomndttiog  a 
rash  and  illegal  action,  them  to  the  puUic,  the  honour  of  which 
must  be  committed  by  such  a  contest  in  a  foreign  port.  When 
I  see  such  things  threatoned,  my  duty  to  my  country,  and  the 
bve  of  law  and  order,  call  upon  me  to  de  whatever  is  in  my 
power  to  {Mrevent  them. 

<'  I  have  the  honomr  to  be,  d&c 

This  vahiaUe  opinion  of  Mr.  Lee  did  not  come  into  Jenei' 
hands  until  a  week  after  Us  dato.  The  latter,  in  his  letter  to 
the  commandant  of  the  port,  called  on  him  for  support,  as  he 
had  not  sufficient  force  to  assert  his  own  rights,  and  did  not 
wish  to  have  a  scene  with  Landais.  The  letter  was  probably 
more  for  form's  sake  than  otherwise ;  for  an  open  affray  would 
have  been  discreditable  to  the  American  flag,  and  injurious  to 
the  character  of  the  nation.    Jones  went  incogmto^  as  he  says 


in  his  jounMJ,  to  V^Bailles,  "  to  ezplmn  what  bad  happeaed,'' 
and  returned  with  all  possible  expedition*  On  the  16th,  we  find 
Franklin  very  briefly  and  peremptorily  writing  to  Landais  and 
to  the  officers  of  the  Alliance,  commanding  obedience  to  his 
Ibrmer  and  jM'esent  orders.  On  the  17th,  he  wrote  to  Jones,  who 
was  then  on  his  way  to  court,  that  '^  having  been  informed  by 
several  gentleman,  of  and  from  L'Orient,  that  it  was  there 
generally  understood,  that  the  mutiny  on  board  his  ship  had 
been  advised  or  promoted  by  the  Honourable  Arthur  Lee, 
whom  he  had  ordered  Jones  to  receive  as  a  passenger,  he 
thereby  withdrew  that  order  so  far  as  to  leave  it  to  Jones* 
diseretion.''  He  added,  that  this  need  not  obstruct  Mr.  Lee's 
return  to  America,  as  there  were  several  ships  going  under 
Jcmes'  convoy,  and  many  of  the  passengers  might  pre&r  chang- 
ing places.  Cotemporaneously,  for  I  do  not  find  the  dates, 
fiMuteen  of  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  addressed  Franklin,  re- 
presentii^  that  they  believed  the  ship's  crew  were  unanimously 
in  favour  of  Captain  Landais,  and  that  they  believed  him  a 
d^iable  officer,  whose  conduct  in  the  engagement  ofif  Scar- 
borough had  been  misrepresented ;  and  that  they  thought  them- 
selves bound  to  obey  him,  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  Ihe  navy.  The  vrise  opinion  of  Mr.  Lee  and  those  dehded 
men,  is  best  eaqposed  by  the  questions  put  at  the  time  by  Dr. 
Franklin  to  Mr.  Adams,  which  invdve  their  own  inevitable 
answers.  They  w^e,  in  brief,  whether  Landais,  accused  of 
capital  crimes  by  his  commanding  officer,  after  having  relin- 
quished command  of  the  frigate,  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
effects,  solidted  and  received  money  from  the  minister  to  bear 
Us  expenses  to  America,  where  he  was  to  be  tried,  and  ajqdied 
fbr  a  passage  in  a  private  ship,  was  entkled  at  his  pleasure  to 
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retake  command  of  the  frigate,  contrary  t«>  the  express  orders 
of  the  same  minister,  which  he  was  instructed  to  obey ;  *^  and  to 
dispossess  his  successor,  the  oldest  naval  officer  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe,  who  had  commanded  that  frigate  near  eight 
inonths,  and  brought  to  the  port  where  she  then  was  i^  The 
other  questions,  equally  irresistible,  related  to  the  propriety  of 
the  conduct  of  Landais,  and  the  policy  of  suffering  him  to  retain 
the  command. 

Landais,  howeyer,  and  his  constitutional  adris^s,  got  off,  by 
a  forbearance  on  the  part  of  Jones,  dictated  by  wise  and  pniddn- 
tial  considerations,  at  a  moment  when  indignation  might  hare 
thrown  the  reins  loose  without  reproach.  Orders  from  govern- 
ment were  sent  to  L'Orient,  to  arrest  Lcmdais  as  a  French 
subjects  (and  he  might  have  been  most  unconstitutionally  pro- 
vided for,)  and  to  stop  the  Alliance.  Jones'  letter  written  after 
bis  return  from  Versailles,  best  explains  the  intermediate  trans- 
actions, and  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 

*'U  Orient,  June  21, 1790. 

"  Sir, 

*^  I  was  detained  at  Versailles  forty  hours  from  the  time  of 
my  arrival,  and  was  then  informed  by  M.  de  Genet,  that  an  ex- 
press had  been  sent  from  court  with  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
king's  officers  at  L'Orient,  respecting  Capt&in  Landais  and  the 
Alliance.  I  found  myself  here  early  yesterday  morning,  fifty- 
four  hours  after  leaving  Versailles.  The  Alliance  had,  the 
evening  and  night  before,  been  warped  and  towed  from  the 
road  of  L'Orient  to  Port  Louis  ;  and  no  express  from  court  had 
arrived  here.  M.  de  Thevenard,  the  commandant,  however, 
made  every  necessary  preparation  to  stop  the  Alliance,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  enclosed  document  on  the  subject.  He  had  even 
sent  orders  in  the  evening,  before  I  was  aware,  to  fire  on  the 
Alliance,  and  sink  her  to  the  bottom,  if  they  attempted  to  ap- 
proach and  pass  the  barrier  that  had  been  made  across  the 
entrance  of  the  port.  Had  I  even  remained  silent  an  hour 
longer,   the  dreadful  work  would  have  been  done.      Your 
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'iMimwity  wUr  I  know,  imtify  the  part  I  aded  b  preTentifig  a 
aoefl^  that  would  kiare  rendered  me  iKuseraUe  for  the  rest  i>f 
my  life.  The  Alliaiice  has  this  morning  been  towed  and 
warped  through  the  rocks,  and  is  now  at  anohor  without,  be- 
tween Port  Louis  and  Ghriux.  In  this  situation  I  at  noon  seat 
out  lieutenant  Dale  with  a  l^ter  to  Captain  Iiandais,  whereof 
the  within  is  a  eepj. 

'<  Yesterday  morning  the  within  letter  was  brought  me  from 
Ur.  Loe,  thouf^  I  had  nev^  even  hinted  that  his  opinion  or 
a4m»e  would  h^  aeeeptable*  He  has,  howevw,  pulled  off  the 
mai^,  and  I  am  i^myinced,  is  not  a  little  disa{^inted  that  bia 
ogperations  ha^e  produced  no  Uoodsbed  between  the  subjects  of 
France  and  America.    Poor  man ! 

^'  YesterdfQT  every  thing  that  persuasion  or  threatening  could 
eftct  was  ajttempted.  [He  mentions  a  conciliatory  letter  sent 
to  Captain  Parke,  of  the  marines,  to  which  no  answc^r  was  ever 
received.] 

^^  M.  de  Thevenard,  on  his  part,  sent  the  deputy  of  M.  Sweig- 
hauser  on  board  with  your  letters,  under  his  ovm  coiner ^  to  Cap- 
tain Landais,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Alliance.  The 
one  was  delivered  to  Captam  Landais,  the  other  to  Lieutcoiant 
Digges.  M.  de  Thevenard  also  sent  on  board  an  officer  with 
the  lung's  order  to  arrest  Ciqptain  Landais,  who  refused  to  sur- 
render himself.  Mr*  Lee  and  his  party  pretend  to  justify  their 
measures,  because  they  say  you  did  not  put  Captain  Landais 
under  arrest.  According  to  them,  you  cannot  displace  him, 
however  great  bis  crimes !  If  the  government  does  not  interfere 
to  crush  this  despicable  party,  France  and  America  have  much 
to  fear  from  it.  \  verily  believe  them  to  be  EngUsh  at  the  bot- 
tom of  their  hearts.^ 

*^  N.  B.  Mr.  Dale  has  this  moment  brought  me,  the  within 
impertinent  note  from  Captain  Landais.'* 


*  hi  a  marginal  note,  affixed  to  this  letter,  many  years  afterwards,  Jones  says,  **  In 
this  opinion  i  mam  not  akgolttr,  tfaongh  peihapa  I  was  mistaken.*' 
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Tlie  btleer  to  Landais,  referred  to  in  the  fbregoing,  was  a  de- 
flmnd  af  the  seamen  who  had  served  on  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Riichapd,  requesting  that  they  might  be  delivered  oh  board  the 
boats  sent  by  the  commandant  and  commissary  of  the  marine, 
mih  the  baggage,  stores,  and  barge  of  Jones.  The  imperti- 
nent reply  I  do  not  find. 

Ezccf^  under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  instinct,  which 
teaches  us  to  avoid  sudden  danger  or  death,  and  not  always 
then,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  singleness  of  motive  in  our  na- 
ture. It  is  not  untrue,  that  the  best  men  may  find  something  in 
the  misfortunes  of  their  best  friends,  to  console  them  partially  for 
the  event.  Jones  would  have  taken  command  of  the  Alliance, 
and  set  sail  with  her  at  all  hazards,  if  a  disgraceful  scene  could 
have  been  avoided ;  or  if  he  could  have  enforced  obedience  on 
board.  As  it  was,  we  find  him  very  coolly  and  persuasively 
urging  upon  Franklin  by  the  next  post,  (June  23d,)  the  advan- 
tage which  would  result  from  asking  government  for  a  loan  of 
the  Serapis.  He  had  learned  that  this  ship  had  been  sold  for ' 
240,000  livres.  Five  or  six  hundred  tons  weight  of  public  stores 
were  to  be  transported  to  America ;  and  after  filling  up  t)ie 
Ar)el,  fonr  hundred  would  remain.  M.  Chaumont,  (owing  to 
the  concordat,)  had  altogether  miscalculated,  and  was  unac- 
quainted with  marine  afiairs.  The  Serapis  would  be  masted 
•nd  fitted  in  a  very  short  time ;  and  no  suitable  merchant  ship 
eoald  be  had  at  any  of  the  ports.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to 
arm  her,  enJhUe,  and  the  Ariel  for  war.  Three  hundred  men 
would  be  sufficient  for  both  ships,  whom  he  thought  there  wcMil^ 
be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  those  on  shore,  on  board  of  the 
Alliance,  and  volunteer  soldiers,  waiting  at  their  own  expense, 
to  serve  again  under  his  command.  On  arriving  in  America, 
the  Serapis  might  be  ftiUy  armed,  and,  with  the  Ariel  and  other 
continental  ships,  execute  one  of  the  projects  he  had  submitted 
to  government. 

Will  it  be  wondered  at,  that  the  conqueror  of  the  Serapis, 
who  bad,  as  it  may  be  said,  allowed  that  fine  ship  to  be  taken 
firem  under  him,  to  preserve  the  credit  of  the  flag  to  which  she 

34 
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strudc,  and  who  now  fliaw  her  near  him,  liable  to  paaa  into  un- 
lineal  hands,  while  many  of  the  brave  crew  who  hl^l  capluied 
her,  were  also  on  the  spot,  anxious  to  serve  under  him  agaio, 
should  cast  a  longing,  lingering,  look  upon  her  f  Or  is  it  sur- 
prising, that  his  heart  was  not  broken,  because  the  crazy  Lao* 
dais  had  usurped  command  of  a  discontented  crew,  misled 
and  prejudiced  as  they  were,  and  encouraged  to  open  revolt 
by  a  semi-official,  pragmatical  foe  of  Franklin,  and  expounder 
of  unasked  for  ^^opinionsf"  The  reader  will  think  not;  and 
when  he  considers  that  Jones  was  panting  always  for  action, 
will  not  marvel  that  he  did  not  over-much  regret  the  expediencj 
of  resigning  such  a  charge  as  that  of  conducting  the  Alliance 
home. 

Landais,  among  his  other  'Might  amusements,''  had  had  the 
solemn  impudence  to  write  several  letters,  demanding  payment 
of  the  prize  money  due  to  the  people  of  the  Alliance,  and  com- 
plained, on  the  16th,  <'  that  time  was  lost  by  the  delay."  In 
the  letter  Franklin  condescended  to  write  to  him  on  the  24th, 
he  informed  him  that  his  two  first  prizes  were  Swedish  ships, 
for  the  illegal  capture  of  which  heavy  damages  were  demanded; 
that  another  was  a  brigantine  from  Ireland,  under  the  king's 
passport,  which  he  apprehended  had  been,  or  would  be,  adjudged 
not  a  good  prize  ;  that  nothing  had  been  received  for  the  prizes 
sent  into  Norway;  and  that,  as  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of 
Scarborough  had  not  been  sold  at  the  date  of  his  last  letter, 
npne  of  the  produce  of  such  sale  could  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  tie 
hands  of  any  body.  He  told  him,  he  was  aware  that  his  letters 
were  written  with  the  view  of  their  being  read  in  America ;  and 
we  may  guess  who  dictated  them. 

The  former  officers  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  at  the  same 
time,  (June  26th,)  solemnly  besought  Franklin  not  to  entertain 
the  idea,  that  the  Americans  at  L'Orient  approved  of  the  be^ 
haviour  of  Landais  and  his  advisersT;  and  stated,  that  beside 
the  risk  of  ruining  the  measures  adopted  for  the  transportation 
of  clothing,  &C.  merchandise  to  the  amc^unt  of  two  millions  of 
livres,  which  was  to  have  been  despatch^  under  convoy,  was 
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put  iQ  peril  hj  the  uBurpation  of  Landais.  They  paid  a  most 
exalted  tribute  to  Jones,  in  expressing  the  confidence  they  would 
have  felt,  had  he  commanded  according  to  the  regular  instruc- 
tions of  the  minister. 

On  the  27th,  Franklin  wrote  to  Jones,  in  reply  to  his  letter 
of  the  23d,  suggesting  that  a  loan  of  the  Serapis  might  be  asked 
for.  He  had  not  received  that  of  the  21st,  giving  an  account 
of  the  particular  circumstances  under  which  the  Alliance  left 
port.  *^  I  only  knew,"  he  said,  '^  by  other  meanSi  that  the  Al- 
liance is  gone  out  of  the  port ;  and  that  you  are  not  likely  to  reco* 
ver,  and  have  relinquished  the  command  of  her.  So  that  affair 
is  over  ;  and  the  business  is  now,  to  get  the  goods  o«t  as  well  at 
we  can.  I  am  perfectly  bewildered  with  the  different  schemes 
that  have  been  proposed  to  me  for  this  purpose,  by  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Ross,  yourself,  and  M.  de  Chaumont.  Mr.  Williams  was  for 
purchasing  ships ;  I  told  him  I  had  not  the  money,  but  he  still  urges 
k.  You  and  Mr.  Ross  proposed  borrowing  the  Ariel ;  I  joined  in 
the  application  for  that  ship.  We  obtained  her.  She  was  to  con- 
vey all  that  the  Alliance  could  not  take.  Now  you  find  her  insuf- 
ficient. An  additional  ship  has  akeady  been  asked,  and  could  not 
be  obtained.  I  think,  therefore,  it  will  be  best  that  you  take  as 
much  into  the  Ariel  as  you  can,  and  depart  with  it.  For  the 
rest  I  must  apply  to  the  go)^ernment  to  contrive  some  means  of 
transporting  it  in  their  own  ships*  This  is  my  present  opinion  i 
and  when  I  have  once  got  rid  of  this  business,  no  consideration 
shall  tempt  me  to  meddle  again  with  such  matters,  as  I  never 
understood  them." 

Thus,  treating  the  ^^  affur  as  over,"  the  minister  wrote  to  the 
commanding  officer,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  AUtanee,  to  take 
on  board  such  munitions  of  war,  as  were  ready  to  be  delivered, 
and  to  deliver  them  at  Philadelphia  to  the  board  of  admiralty. 
The  course  we  have  taken  requires  here  the  insertion  entire  of 
Jones'  letter  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  of  the  same  date,  in- 
volving a  little  repetition,  but  throwing  much  light  on  the  sub- 
jects in  question,  and  withal  characteristiac^  the  writer,  aad 
worthy  of  him. 
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'*  L'OrieiU,  June  ^f  1190. 

<'  HONOITRED  AN0  DeAR  SiR, 

"  I  liave  deferred  writing  to  you  since  my  return  to  this 
kingdom,  because  I  hod  orders  myself  to  return  in  the  Alliance 
immediately  to  Philadelphia.  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  going 
to  court  in  April,  to  procure  the  free  sale  of  the  Serapis  and  our 
other  prizes,  and  was  received  by  the  royal  family,  government, 
and  people,  with  that  open-armed  affection  that  so  nobly  marks 
the  character  of  this  generous-minded  nation.  His  majesty 
ordered  a  superb  sword  to  be  made  for  me,  with  an  inscription 
in  Latin  on  the  blade,  that  would  do  honour  to  the  greatest 
admiral  in  history*  The  king  directed  his  minister  to  write  a 
special  letter  to  the  president  of  Congress,  expressing,  in  the 
strangest  terms,  his  personal  esteem  towards  me,  with  his  entire 
approbation  of  my  conduct,  particular  desire  to  promote  my 
future  suecess,  and  to  see  me  again  at  his  court,  &c.  To  this 
his  majesty  was  pleased  to  add  a  letter  to  his  minister  M.  le 
ChevaKer  de  Luzerne,  directing  him  to  ask  permission  of  Con- 
gress, to  invest  me  with  the  order  of  military  merit ;  an  honour 
thai  was  never  before  offered  to  a  stranger  who  had  not  actually 
served  either  in  the  army  or  navy  of  France.  I  returned  here, 
beifig^  charged  with  the  despatches  of  government,  and  having 
obtfiuaed  the  king's  ship  Ariel  to  assist,  with  the  Alliance,  in 
transportii^  to  America  the  supply  of  arms  and  clothing  that  is 
now  here,  and  so  roudi  wanted  in  our  armies.  The  Luzerne 
and  several  other  merchant  vessels  with  cargoes,  amounting  to 
2,000,000  livres,  were  waiting  for  my  convoy.  But  to  the 
astionishmeBt  of  every  person,  on  the  18th  of  this  month.  Cap- 
tain Landais  went  on  board  the  Alliance,  while  I  was  on  shore 
with  the  commandant  c^  the  marine,  to  take  measures  for  the 
despatch  of  the  Ariel,  and  declared  he  came  to  take  the  com 
mand.  I  made  an  immediate  application  to  the  commandant, 
not  choosing  to  have  any  particular  dispute  with  Captain  Lan- 
dcust  after  the  charges  I  had  giv^i  in  against  him,  and  for 
wludiy  with  the  approbation  of  this  government,  Dr.  Fra&kKn 
had  displaced  him  seven  months  before,  and  given  him  money 
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to  bear  his  ezpeiiies  to  America  for  trial.  I  ww  advisad  to 
send  an  express  with  the  account  immediately  to  court.  I 
went  up  myself,  and  returned  in  six  days.  I  found  the  Alliance 
at  the  entrance  of  Port  Louis,  and  every  necessary  disposition 
was  made  to  stop  her  from  going  out,  agreeable  to  the  within 
document ;  but  my  humanity  would  not  suffer  me  to  remain  a 
silent  witness  of  bloodshed  between  the  allied  subjects  of  France 
and  America.  My  having  prevented  that  scene  of  iK^nn*,  has 
been,  I  am  persuaded,  no  small  disappointment  to  the  wicked 
hearts  and  empty  heads  of  Captain  Landais'  two  principal  ad- 
visers ;  such  a  scene  would  have  been  an  excellent  ground  of 
argument  for  the  tools  of  England  against  France.  One  of 
these  two  would-be  great  men  will  now  have  his  carriage,  bag- 
gage, and  family,  transported  from  hence  in  the  space  on  board 
the  Alliance,  that  should  have  been  occupied  l^  the  soldiers* 
clothing ;  while  the  red  ribboned  commodore  ha9  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  confusion,  and  inveigled  away  from  the  conti- 
nental service  a  number  of  seamen,  that  I  had  redeensed  from 
English  dungeons,  and  fed  for  three  months  on  board  the  Al- 
liance, in  order  to  man  the  Ariel.  The  bra^ve  men  who  so 
gloriously  served  with  me  in  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  are  now 
confined  as  prisoners  in  the  hold  of  the  Alliance,  and  treated 
with  every  mark  of  indignity.  I  had  destined  them  to  eomplete 
a  crew  for  the  Ariel,  and  have  demanded  th^m  in  vain  for  that 
purpose* 

^'  I  cannot  see  where  all  this  will  end ;  but  surely  it;  UMist  fall 
dreadfuUy  on  the  heads  of  those  who  have  stu*red  up  this  oauit-* 
less  mutiny.  For  my  own  part,  I  shall  make  no  other  remal'k 
thim  that  I  never  directly  nor  indirectly  soKght  after  the  com- 
mand of  the  Alliance ;  but  after  having  in  (4iedieace  to  orders 
commanded  her  for  seven  months,  and  after  Mr.  Lee  had  made 
a  written  application  to  me  as  commander  of  that  ship,  for  a 
passage  to  America,  I  am  at  a  loss  what  name  to  give  Mr. 
Lee's  late  conduct  and  duplicity,  in  stirring  up  a  mutiny  m 
favour  of  a  man  who  was  at  first  sent  to  Aniorica  contrary  to 
Mr.  Lee's  opinion,  hj  Mr.  Dean,  and  who  19  actual^  under 
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mrreflt,  by  order  of  his  sovereign.  What  gives  me  the  greatest 
pain  18,  that  after  I  had  obtained  froni  government  the  means 
of  transporting  to  America,  under  a  good  protection,  the  arms 
and  clothing  I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Lee  should  have 
fiMind  means  to  defeat  my  intentions.  I  thank  God  I  am  of  no 
party,  and  have  no  brothers  or  relations  to  serve ;  but  1  am 
convinced  that  Mr.  Lee  has  acted  in  this  matter  merely  because 
I  would  not  become  the  enemy  of  the  venerable,  the  wise,  and 
good  Franklin,  whose  heart,  as  well  as  head,  does,  and  will 
always,  do  honour  to  human  nature. 

'*  I  know  the  great  and  good  in  this  kingdom  better,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  American  who  has  appeared  in  Europe  since 
the  treaty  of  alliance ;  and  if  my  testimony  could  add  any  thing 
to  Franklin's  reputation,  I  could  witness  the  universal  veneration 
aind  esteem  with  which  his  name  inspires  all  ranks,  not  only  at 
Versailles  and  all  over  this  kingdom,  but  also  in  Spain  and 
Holland.  And  I  can  add  from  the  testimony  of  the  first 
characters  of  other  nations,  that  with  them  envy  itself  is  dumb 
when  the  name  of  Franklin  is  but  mentioned. 

**  You  will  bfear  me  witness,  my  worthy  friend,  that  I  never 
aflked  a  favour  for  myself  from  Congress  ;  for  you  have  seen 
^  my  letters,  and  know  that  I  never  sought  any  indirect  in- 
fluence, though  my  ambition  to  act  an  eminent  and  useful  part 
in  this  glorious  revolution  is  iinbounded.  I  pledge  niyself  to 
you,  and  to  America,  that  my  zeal  receives  new  ardour  from 
the  opposition  it  meets  with,  and  I  live  but  to  overcome  them, 
and  to  prov6  myself  no  mock  patriot,  but  a  true  friend  to  the 
ri^its  of  human  nature  upon  principles  of  disinterested  philan- 
throf^.  Of  this  I  have  ahready  given  some  proofs,  and  I  will 
give  more;  let  not,  therefore,  the  virtuous  senate  of  Ame- 
rica be  misled  by  the'  insinuations  of  fallen  ambition.  Should 
any  thing  be  said  to  my  disadvantage,  all  I  ask  is  a  suspension 
of  judgment  until  I  can  appear  before  Congress  to  answer  for 
myself. 

*'  I  repeat,  thai  i  am  determined  to  steer  clear  of  party,  and 
to  keep  within  my  line  of  duty  as  an  officer.    IXeeply  sensible 
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of  the  oUigatioiiift  I  owe  to  your  friendihqp,  and  ardently  wiili- 
ing  to  merit  the  affection  of  ererjr  good  American. 

*<  I  am,  dear  nr,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 
"  Yonr  most  obliged, 
^*  And  very  humble  senrant, 

"Jno.  p.  Jomes." 
N.  B.     I  win  do  my  utmost  to  return  iounediatdy  to  Ame- 
rica.    I  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  4th 
November* 

The  following  oflidal  letter,  whidi  M.  de  Sartine  addressed 
to  Jones  on  the  28th,  needs  insertion,  because  it  wtu  official, 
and  was  deqxUchedat  the  right  moment,  being  well  calculated 
to  remove  whatever  feelings -of  mortification  Jones  might  have 
been  supposed  to  labour  with. 

<'  Venaah$,  Jme  28, 1780. 
"Sir, 

"  The  king,  sir,  has  already  made  known  his  satisfaction 
with  the  zeal  and  valour,  which  you  have  displayed  in  Europe^ 
in  support  of  the  common  cause  of  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica,  and  his  majesty,  and  he  has  also  informed  you  of  the  dis* 
tinguished  proofs  he  is  disposed  to  give  you  thereof.  Persuaded 
that  the  United  States  will  give  their  consent  that  you  should 
receive  the  cross  of  the  order  of  military  merit,  I  send  you  in 
the  accompanying  packet  addressed  to  M.  de  la  Luzems^  the 
one  designed  for  you.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  him  this 
packet,  and  he  will  see  that  the  honour  is  conferred  by  a  knight 
of  the  order,  agreeably  to  his  majesty's  orders.  But  at  any  rate, 
that  you  should  have  a  proof  of  the  king's  approbation  and  mu- 
nificence, his  majesty  has  cnrdered  a  gold  sword  to  be  m^e  for 
you,  which  will  be  sent  to  you  forthwith,  and  he  has  the  greatr 
eet  confidence  in  the  use  you  will  make  of  it  for  his  glory  ai|d 
that  of  the  United  States.  "  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  d&c 
''ivjr.  FmIJmm, 

Cammodmt  rftU  U.  3.  Ntm^  tt  L'Onmu:* 
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1%^  gdd  «#0id  liM  been  spoken  of  before  ui  dut  text,  htf 
probably  this  was  the  firat  time  Jooefl  had  heard  of  it;  aadit 
would  not  bare  quickened  his  desire  to  depart*  He  iored  not 
baubles,  but  he  dearly  Iot^  what  they  meant  and  passed  for 
in  France. 

On  the  28di,  Jones  tried  the  effect  of  another  imperative  let- 
ter to  Captaia  Landais,  with  directing  him  ciot  to  sail  or  pot  to 
sea,  before  neeeiying  instructioMS  from  Mttiself,  the  '*  senior  and 
superior  officer  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,'' 
and  to  send  eighty  of  the  best  riggers,  with  all  the  joiners  forth- 
witb,  from  tile  Alliance,  to  rig  and  prepare  the  Arid.    Lieut. 
M.  Litiagston  undertook  to  deliver  this  letter.     To  this  reipieit 
Landaitsi  replied,  addressing  the  commodore  aimply  as,  ''/ota 
Paal  Jones,  £sq.  at  L'Orient-^I  send  the  ander  named  pecy^ 
on  shore,  being  such  as  I  do  not  find  necesaary  for  tbe  terfice 
of  the  United  States  of  America  on  board  this  ship  ;  if  you  bare 
any  authority  ftr  taking  them,  you  will  do  it."      The  names  of 
twenty-two  persons  are  added,  of  five  of  whom  Landam  re- 
aiarkB,  <<  these  are  prisoners  of  yoars."     On  the  29th,  Jones 
wrote  to  him,  ^*the  boat  returns  for  the  remainder  of  the  m^ 
nemtioaed  in  my  order  of  yesterday."     The  following  N.  B.  tf 
added  ^  **  Captain  Landais  ordered  the  bearer  of  this  letter  fn 
remain  in  the  boat  alongside  the  AUiance,  and  hold  thk  op^^* 
with  the  writing  towardi  him/'    Having  eeen  it,  he  ordered  the 
boat  to  be  gone* 

The  Alliance  then  sailed.    Jones  aaye  in  his  J^irnal,  rlw^ 
when  he  be*ged  the  barrier  of  the  port  might  be  removw 
the  commandant  caHed  the  principal  officers  together,  whosigtt- 
ed  a  paper,  **  stating  the  preparations  which  had  been  iiki*'«i 
and  expressing  their  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Jonea."     All  his  papers  and  trunks  sent  uehore  were  fotiiid  brc- 
ken  open,  and  the  best  part  of  his  effects  were  detained,  or  a*" 
fltroyed  on  board  the  Alliance.    The  people  who  adhered  lom^ 
in  that  ship,  and  refused  to  weigh  anchor,  were  confined  a^ 
carried  away  in  iroas.  He  was  left  without  a  crew  for  tire  An^^* 
and  wae  unable  to  embark  the  clothing^. 
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In  tlie  middle  rf  the  foOowing  month,  we  find  the.  commodore 
nrritiiig  to  a  lady,  whose  name  is  not  mentioned. 


^  Mai>am, 

^*  When  one  is  eonscious  of  haring  bem  in  fimlt,  I  believe  it 

is  the  best  way  to  confess  it,  and  to  promne  ameadmetit.  This 

beiii^  my  case  with  respect  to  yon,  madam,  I  am  too  hooest  t^ 

mtt&xkptta  exeose  myself;  and,  therefore,  east  myself  at  yoor 

feet  and    beg  ysur  forgiveness,  on  oeadition  that  I  belmve 

better  heveafter.    For  shame,  Faul  Jones!  how  oould  you  let 

the  fledreat  lady  in  the  world,  after  writing  you  two  letlen^  waili 

0D  long  for  an  answer !  Are  you  so  mueh  devoted  to  war,  aa  to 

neglect  wit  and  beaaty?  I  make  mysdf  a  thousand  such  re* 

proaelies,  and  believe  I  punish  myself  as  severely  as  you  would 

do,  madam,  were  you  present  here. 

^  Thetruth  is,  Ihave been  wSIingthat the  extraordinary  events 
that  have  taken  jdaee  h^e  with  respect  to  the  frigate  Alliance, 
abould  be  commonicated  to  you  rather  by  others,  than  by  my^ 
aelf ;  for  though,  Ood  knoWa,  J  have  not  been  to  Uame  for  these 
events,  yet  I  have  fete  rather  ashamed  that  they  should  have 
happened;  the  more  so  as  die  cause  has  been  rather  of  a.  delicate 
nature.  I  will  mention  it,  however,  te  you."  He  then  states, 
that  M.  de  Chaumont  had,  up  to  that  moment,  unjustly  retained 
from  the  crew  every  sol  of  their  wages  and  shares  of  prises, 
and  that  certain  persons  had  persuaded  them  that  he  himiself 
concurred  in  such  measures. 

.   On  the  24th,  be  wrote  to  Hadame  Tellison.  What  would  be 
repetition  is  omitted. 

*<  Madam, 

**  When  you  did  me  the  honour  to  ask  my  promise  to  write 
to  yon  a  particular  account  of  my  services  in  this  revolution  and 
Qf  my  late  expedition,  I  thought  myself  very  happy,  indeed,  in 
enjoying  that  pleasing  proof  of  your  attention ;  and  it  was  my 
firm  intention  to  have  fulfilled  my  promise  with  you  on  that 
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head,  immediately  after  my  return  here*  Had  I  undertaken  to 
write  my  own  liistory  to  a  lady  of  a  leas  cflevated  mind  than 

Madam  T ,  I  should  have  run  too  great  a  risk,  espedally 

in  what  relates  to  my  last  battle ;  many  circumstances  c^whidi 
^e  not  yet  known  to  the  world,  and  are  of  such  a  nature  as  noi 
to  be  beheved  by  an  ordinary  mind,  upon  theevidenceof  an  ii>- 
dfvidual.  With  yon,  madam,  I  have  not  the  remote^  ddublt 
and  the  extraordinary  event  that  took  place  here,  with  respect 
to  the  Alfianoe,  is  the  mdy  rea9<m  that  Jias  withheld  my  pen.  I 
confess  to  you,  I  feel  rather  ashamed  that  such  an  event  should 
have  happened ;  although,. God  knows,  it  was  not  owing  to  any 
fauh  of  mine.  ••  •  «  •  I  had  disapproved  the  conduct  of  M.  le 
Ray  de  Chaumont  so  much  as  neither  to  vpeok  nor  write  to  him 
after  my  retuni  to  France.  Jf  y  sole  business  at  court  was  to 
obtain  the  free  sale  of  the  prizes,  which  I  effected.  •  •  •  t  x 
know  that  soon  after  my  arrival  in  America,  Congress  will  ren- 
der me  impartial  justice.  I  will  then  have  the  ha{^iiness  to 
furnish  you  widi  the  account  I  promised,  and  the  circuneuatonces 
will  be  supported  by  the  fullest  evidence.  I  dare  promise  that 
it  will  then  appear  that  I  have  only  been  to  blame  for  havmg 
returned  here  from  Paris,  without  having  insisted  absolutely  on 
the  previous  payment  of  my  men.  Money  is  essential  in  war :  in 
love,  you  will  tell  me,  perhaps,  the  case  may  be  otherwise.  I 
have  still  in  contemplation  to  return  to  France  soon  after  I 
arrive  in  America,  for  I  have  the  most  ardent  desire  to  give  the 
court,  the  nation,  and  my  friends,  farther  proofs  of  my  gratitude, 
by  my  services  in  the  glorious  cause  of  freedom  that  France  has 
so  nobly  espoused  in  concert  with  America." 

On  the  28th,  he  wrote  tothe  Marquise  de  la  Fayette :  *^  I  am 
once  more  nearly  ready  for  sea.  If  I  can  in  any  respect  render 
you  acceptable  services,  you  know  I  have  so  much  esteem  and 
respect  for  yourself,  and  so  much  affectionate  friendship  for 
your  husband,  that  you  will,  I  hope,  command  me  freely.  I 
expect  to  embrace  the  marquis  about  the  first  of  Octob^ ;  and 
it  is  not  impossible,  that  we  may  return  together  to  France. 
BeUeve  me,  I  am,  with  great  sincerity  and. regard,  &c'' 
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Thete  letters  to  three  ladies^  are  Uie  only  letters  found  writ* 
leu  by  Jones  in  the  month  of  July,  which  are  before  the  com- 
piler. He  was  soon,  howeyer,  busily  engaged  in  writing  to  the 
French  ministers^  and  those  who  had  access  to,  or  influence  with 
th^n.  Jones  laid  his  projects  before  them  again ;  and  again 
strenuously  and  not  indecorously  apjdied  for  employment  in 
what  his  soul  most  sighed  afteri  an  expeditioB  after  his  own 
heart ;  in  which  he  should  have  no  cancordai  to  control  himt 
no  sage  peers  to  neutralise  his  purposes.  He  could  not  expect 
any  such  command  from.  Ck>ngress,  eren  on  the  most  modest 
scale.  He  endearoored  to  avail  himself  of  his  reputation,  and 
the  influence  it  aught  create  for  him,  in  every  direction,  to  ob- 
tain such  a  force  as  might  enable  him  h(qpelully  to  attempt  some 
one  of  those  sche^ies,  with  which  his  ardent  ambition  was  teem- 
ing ;  which,  if  it  did  not  '^  strike  a  blow  that  should  resound 
through  the  universe,"  would  sensibly  affect  the  nerves  of  the 
imaginary  ocean  queen  ;  and  teach  her,  that  if  she  had  refreAit 
piraies^  and  privateers  to  deal  with,  they  were  of  no  common 
eort. 

If  circumstances  did  not  permit  Mm  to  sail  with  the  Ariel  at 
this  predse  time,  (and  they  were  beyond  his  control,)  we  cannot 
suppose  that  he  found  them  altogether  painful.  That  ^^he 
often  took  leave,  yet  was  loath  to  depart,"  may  be  true ;  but  it 
was  not  his  fault  that  the  departure  did  not  take  [dace. 

We  cannot  omit  his  letter  to  the  Count  of  Yergennes,  dated 
the  2d  August. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  illustrious  marks  that  I  have 
lately  received  of  the  royal  favour,  if  I  were  not  constantly  im« 
pressed  with  the  most  ardent  zeal  to  merit  the  continuance  of 
his  majesty's  approbation,  by  an  invariable  attention  to  the 
nmtual  interests  of  France  and  America.  Although  my  de- 
parture for  America  has  been  protracted  by  unforseen  eventSj 
it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  government  to  pray  the  Congress  that  I 
may,  during  the  remainder  of  this  war*be  constantly  employed 
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on  active  and  useful  senrices,  tending  to  distract  anddistteMr 
the  common  enemy.  After  having  been  so  highly  h<HMNnred  by 
the  kind  attentions  of  the  king's  ministers,  and  their  apprcba* 
tion  of  my  poor  services,  I  am  convinced  that  I  shall  still  find 
such  support  and  protection  frdm  this  government,  as  may 
Enable  me  to  prove  my  gratitude  by  my  future  actions. 

"  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  excellency,  hi 
the  month  of  May  last,  my  project  for  future  expeditions^  the 
events  of  the  war  have  not  so  altered  circumstances  as  to  render 
my  ideas  inexpedient ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fittther  the  war  ad- 
vances, I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  theulffity  thttt  would  resah 
to  the  common  cause  from  such  services  as  I  have  therein 
hinted  at.     I  was  then  happy  in  finding  that  your  exceHeni^ 
atpproved  of  my  ideas  ;  it  is  therefore  that  T  now  enclose  a  copy, 
which  I  beseech  your  excellency  to  reconsider  and  lay  before 
his  majesty^s  privy  council.    If  such  expeditions  as  I  wish  to 
command  were  to  be  fitted  out  in  Amerieaj  I  might  be  abte  with 
the  greater  certainty  to  strike  the  flr^blow  by  a  complete  sur- 
prise.   Before  the  fleet  of  his  majesty  sailed  from  Brest  the 
first  time,  under  Count  D^rviilic^,  M.  de  Chaumont  toM  me 
it  veas  the  desire  of  goyemiQent  to  have  my  ideas  on  private 
iexpecfitions  in  writing.     I  gave  him  with  great  pleasure  many 
ideas,  from  my  long  knowledge  of  the  enemy^s  trade  and  situa^ 
tion,  that  might  have  proved  of  great  advantage  to  our  cause, 
and  I  wish  M^  de  Chaumont  had  ^en  all  my  then  ideas  to  the 
court,  although  I  am  told  he  has  taken  credit  for  someof  tfaefa 
as  his  awn*    I  am  now  nearly  ready  for  sea  with  his  majesty's 
sloop  of  war  the  Ariel,  and  I  should  be  happy  to  carry  virith  me 
to  Congress  the  interest  of  this  govemtnent  for  my  promotion ; 
but  especially  that  I  may  be  hencefoith  constantly  employed  in 
the  most  active  and  enterprising  services,  with  such  a  force 
under  my  command  as  may  enable  me  effectually  to  promote 
the  interest  of  our  glorious  cause.    This,  my  lord,  would  be  mj 
supreme  ambition,  actuated  by  no  mean  views  of  self  interest, 
but  inspired  bj  the  purest  principles  of  gratitude  and  phikui- 
thropy^    It  is  upon  this  ground  alone  that  I^epend  on  the 


i 


^*~—      ' 


proteeliQii  of.  the  kiogi  yoMt  excdleiugr,  and  tfab 


^  It  it  absriotely  BeccwMury,  my  lord^  to  destroy  the  fomgn 
oonunaree  of  the  EngliBli^  cBpeoUly  their  trade  to  the  JBahie^ 
from  vdieaee  they  draw  all  the  BapfHes  for  their  marine^  It  i« 
eqoally  neeeamry  to  alarm  their  eoaete^  not  only  m  the  ookmiee 
abMad,  bat  eren  in  their^ielaiide  a|  home.  Tbescf  things  would 
distreee  and  distract  the  enemy  nrach  more  than  many  batde* 
between  fleetd  of  equal  fiirce.  Engkmd  has  earned  on  the  war 
i^aimt  America  in  afiirmore  barbarous  form  than .  she  duvst 
faaTO  adopted  against  any  power  of  Europe.  America  has  a 
light  to  relalmte ;  and  by  our  having  the  same  language  and 
eastoms  with  the  enemy,  we  are  in  a  sttui^cm  to  surprise  their 
coast  and  take  sucdi  advantage  of  their  unguarded  situationi 
vnder  the  flag  ef  America,  as  can  never  be  done  imder  the  flag 
of  Frince.  Tlasisaoctheory»forlhaveim>veditby  my^cpe^ 
rieace)  and  ii  I  have  opportunity  I  will  yet  prove  it  more 
ftiBy* 

^  I  shall  be  happy)  my  lord,  to  be  honoured  with  your  excel- 
lency's delerminalion  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  purpose  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmost  expedition  to  Philadelphiay  and  as  there 
is  no  time  to  dose  m  preparing  for  the  operations  of  the  next 
.campaign.'* 

Wo  shotdd  infer  from  this  letter,  that  M.  Le  Ray  de  Chaa- 
mont  was  the  *^  man  at  the  entrance  of  the  garden.''  And  it 
needs  no  SjAiinx  to  explain,  why  a  man  of  Jones'  temper  quar- 
relled with  him,  because  the  gate  was  not  always  open. 

Whether  the  project  submitted  by  Jones  was  quixotic  or  ra- 
tional, the  Frenck  government  could  not  have  complied  with 
his  demands,  such  as  they  are  intimated  to  have  been  by  the 
reply  of  the  Compte  de  Maurepas,  from  which  the  following 
ei^ract  is  taken :  ^*  I  have  examined  and  communicated  to  H. 
de  Sartine  the  project  annexed  to  your  letter,  and  we  have  no 
inanner  of  doubt  of  the  good  effect  that  would  result,  were  it 
entrusted  to  you.  But  at  present  it  could  not  be  said  what  num- 
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ber  of  irigatas  nugbt  be  employedv  they  being  all  a^lMtfjr 
armed  on  account  of  the  king,  and  the  plan  of  the  MfpeomiaiDg 
campaign  is  not  yet  suffidently.  determined,  poikiYely  to  say 
how  many  frigates  may  be  giiren  to  you.  But  this  need  Aet 
prevent,  if  you  have  the  consent  of  Congvess,  the  executioii  of 
the  first  part  of  your  scheme,  to  eome  here,  as  you  propose,  with 
the  Alliance  ^and  the  other  vessds  which  you  may  have,  and 
with  a  sufficient  American  tsrew  to  arm  the^frigates  which  may 
join  you.  I  will  ^ideavour  here  to  aecwe  some  for  yoii»  or  to 
substitute  pritateers  in.  dieir  place.  This  is  all  I  can  inform  you 
of  for  the  present." 

Three  days  before  the  dat6  of  the  letter  la^  referred  to, 
Franklin  had  written  to  Jones,  sending  him  hisdeepatches  by 
the  Count  de  Vauban,  and  requesting  him  to  mnk  them»  if  ne- 
cessary. The  following  passage  in  his  letter  deserves  notioe^ 
beKsause  it  would  appear  that  Jones  had  st^wn  a  morIM  degree 
of  sensibility,  after  the  high  ground  he  had  taken  and  well  oAaiii- 
tained,  to  the  misconception^  of  individuals.  '*  Depend  upon  k,** 
said  the  minister,  *'I  never  wrote  to  Bfr.  Gillon  that  the  Bon 
HoQune  Richard  was  a  privateer.  I  could  not  write  so ;  be- 
cause I  iMver  had  such  a  thought.  I  will^  next  post,  send  yea 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him ;  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  be 
.  has  only  forced  that  construction  from  a  vague  expressions"  4^^ 
The  vague  expression  was  the  mercantile  phrase  ^*  tkeamcemedJ** 
We  have  no  time  (o  spend  on  Mr.  Gilloa's  misconstruotioaa. 
,  The  Ariel  lay  at  the  road  of  Groix  when,  on  the  13th  Septem- 
ber, a  month  after  the  date  of  the  last  lettar  that  has  been  quetedf 
when  we  find  an  epistle  from  Jones,  dated  from  on  board*  te 
Madame  la  Presidente  L'Ormoy :  *'  My  particular  thanks  are 
.due  to  you,  madam,  for  the  per^onal  proofis  I  have  receivied  of 
your  esteem  and  friendship,  and  for  the  happiness  you  jmcmed 
me  in  the  society  of  the  charming  countess  ^d  other  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  your  circle.  But  I  have  a  favour  to  ask  of  yqu» 
madam,  which  I  hope  you  will  grant  me.  You  tell  me  in  your 
letter,  that  the  inkstand,  I  had  the  honour  to  present  you  as  a 
small  token  of  my  esteem,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  purpose  of 


wtiliiif  what  e«Boenis  me.  *  Now  I  wish  joa  tO'iee  my  idea  in 
a  more  expanded  light,  and  woald  hare  you  nmke  use  of  that 
inkBtand  to  instruct  mankind  and  iupport  the  deputy  and  righta^ 
<^  human  naitnre.'' 

We  hare  now  got  among  the  eorrespondenee  of  Jones  with 
the  Parisian  ladies.  The  letters  from  Delia  are  moat  nume- 
Tom*  iKlio  the  lady  was  that  assumed  this  signature,  must 
remain  a  mystery  ;  nor  wodd  the  disooTsry  be  of  any  interests 
She  wodld  be  as  little  identified  to  every  reader  of  this  day  by 
herreal  mime,  lui  by  dmt  which  ske  assumed.  Specimens  of  her 
manner  of  writing  have  appeared  in  print,  in  sufficient  numbers 
and  quantity.  Her  original  ktiers,  in  Frendi,  indicate  a  wadt  of 
acquaintance  with  the  art  of  spelling.  It  is  said  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Life  of  Jones,  that  IMiia  has  bean  discovered  in  America 
to  have  been  a  young  lady  of  the  eonrt.  This  is  not  the  fact,  as 
the  surmise  was  first  made,  upon  no  authority  that  has  ever  been 
heard  of,  in  London. 

Madame  T  ^  another  correspondent  of  Jones,  a  "  wor- 

thy lady"  as  he  styles  her,  and  as  she  was  no  doubt,  was  a 
daughter  of  Louis  XV.  and  of  a  lady  of  quality,  as  we  learn  by 
a  letter  from  Jones  to  Mr.  JefiTerson,  written  several  years  after 
this  period.  ^^His  majesty,''  Jones  sajrs,  '^'bestowed  a  very 
large  fortune  on  the  mother,  on  her  daughter's  account*  Unfor- 
tunately the  father  died  while  the  daughter  (his  great  favourite) 
was  very, young;  and  the  mother  has  never  since  shown  her 
either  justice  or  natural  affection.  She  was  long  the  silent  vic- 
tim of  that  injustice ;  but  I  had  the  pleasure  to  be  instrumental 
in  putting  her  in  a  fair  way  to  obtain  redress." 

His  influence  at  court,  real  or  supposed,  was  a  motive  which, 
in  addition  ta  hks  renown,  prompted  the  fair  to  smile  on  him, 
and  solicit  its  Exertion  in^  obtaining  those  favours  which  are  won 
by  such  interest.  The  Countess  de  Lavemdahl,  (or  Lawendal, 
as  Jones  always  spells  the  name,)  a:  young  and  dashing  woman, 
seems  to  have  looked  for  the  promotion  of  her  husband  through 
1^  application,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  had  no  objection 
to  indulge  in  a  Uttlj^  ha];ipless  gallantry.     She  painted  a  minia- 
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t»e  of  hiaiy  andfaira  bim  her  own^  Ceitttn  letters  were  priv- 
lidlfd  in  tbe  Engtieb  press  sU  this  (Moriod,  which  were  mscribed 
to  ^  jrouog  EagUsh  lady.  Miss  Edes^rendiiig  at  Versailles.  We 
fiqd  the  following  extracts  from  them  in  the  Edinbmgh  Lifis. 

■1^.  The  famoua  Paul  Jones  dines  and  sups  here  often ;  'he  is 
a  4Biart  man  of  thirty-six,  speaks  but-httle  French^  appeaVis  to 
be  an  extraordinary  geniiiSi  a  poet  as  weU  as  a  hero ;  a  4bw  dspfv 
ago  he  wrote  some  verses  exienqiorev  of  whi^  I  send. you  a 
oopy«  He  isgreatly  admired  here,  espeeially  by  tbe  laAas^' who 
areaUwildforloyeof  hiai,ashe&Nr  them;  bat  he  adores Ladjr 
•*-^.(tbe  Countess LaTendabl,)  who  has  honoured  Mm  with 
every  mark  of  politeness  and  ilistiBction."  ' 

PttaeliiUJfiPiudJ0m9^t0Mtt4m9ytl9^<3  i     j  > 

**  Ibsnlted  Freedom  bled,— I  felt  her  caiue, 
And  drew  my  gword  to  vindicate  her  laws. 
From  prim^le^  nnd  not  ftwn  Vila  applawe. 
IVe  done  ojty  best;  telf  interest  fvApaity 
And  self  reproach  a  stranger  to  my  heart ; 
My  zeal  still  prompts,  ambitions  to  pursue 
The  ibe,  ye  fair!  of  liberty  and  you: 
Qntefid  for  pimise,  BfRmtaneenp  fuM  nnbeisht/ 
A  generous  peoj^e's  lore  not  meanly  sov^ ; 
To  merit  this,  and  bend  the  knee  to  beauty, 
Shall  be  my  earliest  and  latest  duty.*' 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  tbe  supposed  Miss  Edes  says :  ^^  Smce 
my  last,  Paul  Jones  drank  tea  and  supped  here.  If  I  am  in 
love  with  him,  for  love  I  may  die ;  I  have  as  many  rivals  as 

th^e  are  ladies ;  but  the  most  formidaUi^  is  stOl  Lady , 

(the  Countess  Lavieadabl,)  who  possesses  all  his  heart.  This 
lady  ij9i  of  bi^  rank  and  virtue,  very  sensible,  good  hatured, 
and  afiaUe.  Beskles  this,  she  is  possessed  of  youth,  beauty,  and 
wit,  and  every  other  female  acicompliAment.  He  is  gOne,  I 
sufqwse,  for  Anieri<»*  They  oolrreispond,  uid  his  tetters  are 
replete  with  elegance,  sentiment,  and  deKcacy.  Sbe  Ar&iv^  Ifb 
{nctare^  (a  striking  likeness,)  and  wtote  sbme  lines  mider*  it. 


wWdi'  M6  iiittek  ttAmired,  aad  ptwenfted  k  to  bbn,  whO)  aiMe 
he  receired  it,  is,  he  says,  like  a  seoottd  Maramtt,  in  lore  with 
his  own  resemUance ;  to  he  sure  he  is  the  nMMrt  agreeable  sea 
wolf  one  would  wish  to  meet  wHh.  As  to  his  verses,  you  may 
do  with  them  what  you  please.  The  kii^  has  gtreu.  him  a 
magnlfloetit  gold  sword,  which,  lest  it  shouM  fa&  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  he  has  begged  leare  to  eomniit  to  the  eare  of 
her  ladyship-*-^  piece  of  gattsmtry  whidi  is^  here  highly  ap» 
plauded.  If  any  further  account  of  this  singular  genius  should 
readf  my  hands,  you  shall  have  it.'' 

'Hie  conntes^  couM  not  have  been  mudi  phased  to  ftid  her 
gallantries  thus  chronicled  in  public  newspapers,  and  the  M^ 
lowing  letter,  which  Jones  wrote  to  her  from  Versailles,  appears 
to  have  induced  her  to  think  that  the  correspondence  had  been 
carried  far  enough. 

^  I  am  deeply  concerned  in  all  that  respect^your  happiness : 
I  therefore  have  been,  and  am  much  affected  at  some  words 
that  fell  hiprivaie  conversation  ftom  Miss  Edes,  the  evening  I 
left  Versailles.  I  am  afraid  that  you  are  less  happy  than  i 
wish,  and  am  sore  you  deserve  to  be.  1  am  composing  a  cipher 
for  a  key  to  our  future  correspondence,  so  that  you  will  f^e  able 
to  write  me  very  freely,  and  without  risk.  It  is  a  sfiiall  dic^ 
tionary  of  particular  words,  with  a  number  annexed  to  each  of 
them.  In  our  letters  we  will  write,  sometimes,  the  cOiTcsponding 
number  instead  of  the  word,  so  that  the  meaning  can  never  be 
understood  until  the  corresponding  words  are  interhned  over 
the  numbers. 

^  I  beseech  you  to  accept  the  within  lock.  I  am  sorry  that 
it  is  now  eighteen  inches  shorter  than  it  was  three  months  ago. 
If  I  could  send  you  my  heart  itself,  or  any  thing  else  that  could 
afford  you  pleasure,  it  would  be  my  happiness  to  do  it.  Before 
I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  I  wished  to  comply  >^h  the 
invitation  of  my  lodge,*  and  I  need  not  add  that  I  have  ii7u:t 


'  fMibably  the  lodge  of  the  ^'a/ Sbiciv,  of  which  he  was  a  niem^ 
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itf  returaing  to  France  agaiii  bm  0OOJ1  a»  poaiibte." 

The  M7  appears  to  hare  retained  tbe  cipher,  the  Jett^r^  and 
the  lods. ;  but  wrolet  to  express  her  astooishmeBt  at  Jonea'^  boldr 
BOSS ;  and  expressed  a  supposition  that  t;he  letter  mast  have 
been  mMirecUd.  Sbe^begged  to  introduce  to  him  the  Comtt 
Lavendahl,  her  husband,  who  was  pasMng  thcoufh  L'OnMt, 
and  said  she  shouht  be  obliged  to  Jones,  if  he  would  ^*  paybiai 
©?ery  civility." 

Jones  got  out  of  his  false  poskion  with  admiraUe  coofaieei 
and  dezterky,  as  the  following  letter  will  show.  It  is  dated 
Julyl4lh. 

<<  Madam, 

<*  Since  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  packet  from  Ver- 
sailles, I  have  carefiilly  examined  the  copy  of  my  letter  from 
Nantes,  but  am  still  at  a  loss,  and  cannot;  conceive,  vriiat  part  of 
the  lett^  itself  could  have  occasioned  your  imagining  I  had 
mistaken  the  address.  As  for  the  little  packet  it  contained, 
perhaps  it  might  better  have  been  omitted :  if  so,  it  is  easily  de- 
stroyed. If  my  letter  has  given  you  even  a  moment's  uneasinew, 
I  can  assure  you,  that  to  think  so  would  be  as  severe  a  paniah- 
meat  as  could  be  inflicted  upon  me.  However  I  may  have  beoi 
mistaken,  my  intention  could  never  have  been  to  give  you  the 
most  distant  ofience.  I  was  greatly  honoured  by  the  visit  of  the 
count,  your  husband,  and  am  so  well  convinced  of  his  superior 
understanding,  that  I  am  glad  to  believe  Miss  Edes  was  mis- 
taken. I  admire  him  so  much,  that  I  should  estoem  myself 
very  happy  indeed  to  have  a  joint  expedition  with  him  by  sea 
and  land,  though  I  am  certain  that  his  laurels  would  far  exceed 
mine.  I  mention  this,  because  M.  de  Genet  has  both  spoken 
and  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  as  from  the  count  himsetf. 

*^  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  a  project  before  the  king's  mmis- 
ters  in  the  month  of  May,  for  future  combined  expeditions 
under  the  flag  of  America,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that 
my  ideas  were  approved  by  them.    If  the  count,  your  husba^. 
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win  ^  me  the  bewMir  to  WBoert  wMi  Mv  d»€hmty  tlMft  the  eiNttC 
may  send  wkh  me  to  America  the  applkatieB  that  was  mteadod 
to  be  made  to  OongreW)  eonformaUe  to  the  proposal  I  n^ade^  k 
would  i^forditieapleamg  qiportoMtyof  showing  my  gratitude 
to  die  kng^  to  his  ministers,  and  to  his  genenni»*muided  nattoir* 
I  sfaooM  be  greatly  proud  to  owe  my  success  to  your  own  good 
ofliceB  ;  and  woidd  gla^  share  with  yonr  husband  the  hoBOur 
4iat  Bttght  result  from  our  operations.  I  have  within  these  ihw 
days  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  Ins  maje<ay  the  cross  of 
myitary  merit,  with  a  swoid  that  b  worthy  the  royal  giiFer,  and 
a  letter  which  I  ardently  wish  to  deserve.  I  hold  the  sword  in 
too  high  estimation  to  risk  its  being  taken  by  the  enemy ;  and 
dierefore  prq)oee  to  deposite  it  in  die  care  of  a  friend.  None 
can  be  more  worthy  of  that  sacred  deposite  than  you,  nwdam ; 
and  if  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  be  its  guardian,  I  shall 
esteem'  myself  under  an  additional  obligation  to  deserve  yoni' 
ribbon,  and  to  prove  myself  worthy  of  the  title  of  your  knight. 
I  promised  to  send  you  a  particular  account  of  my  late  expedi- 
tion ;  but  the  "late  extraordinary  events  that  have  taken  place, 
with  respect  to  the  frigate  Alliance,  made  me  wish  to  postpone 
that  rciition  u^9  after  a  court  maitial  in  Ameriea  shallhave 
Anmisbed  evidence  ftr  many  circumstances  that  would,  freat  a 
simple  assertion,  appear  romance  a«d  ibvnded  on  vanity.  The 
eriy  reason  for  the  revolt  on  board  the  Alliance  was,  because 
the  men  were  not  paid  either  vrages  or  prize  money ;  and  be- 
eaase  one  or  two  envious  persons  persuaded  them  that  I  had 
eoncnrred  with  M.  de  Chaamont  to  defraud  them,  and  to  keep 
them  in  Barope  daring  the  war,  whicby  God  knows,  was  not 
true.  For  I  was  bound  directly  for  America ;  and  ftir  fit>9t 
concurring  widi  M.  de  Chaomont,  I  had  not  even  written  or 
spoken  to  him,  but  had  h^hly  resented  his  mean  endeavours 
to  keep  the  poor  men  out  of  their  just  rights,  which  was  the 
onfy  business  that  brought  roe  to  court  in  April. 

**  If  I  am  to  have  the  honour  of  writing  you  from  beyond  sea, 
you  will  find  that  the  cipher  I  had  the  honour  to  send  you  may 
be  necessary ;  becaiiao  I  would  not  wish  all  my  informations  to 
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be  ludonpcodd,  m  oM  my  fatten  ■hoddftttkHo  Aekamk^ 
Ab  enemj*  I  skeU  efwuneniote  na  Mea  w  dtilwr  clMt  mil 
offiMid  even  racfa  great  delica^  te  yowe  |  but  ee  you  are  a 
plukeopher,  and  as  friendilMp  has  nothing  to  do  widi  eez,  pnijf 
wlutt  harm  is  there  in  wishing  ta  have  the  piettire^  a  friend  f 
Pvesenty  I  pray/  my  best  reepeeta  to  the  eoiiMt  If  «fe  are 
hereafter  to  be  concerned  together  in  war,  I  hope  ay  ( 
wffl  gire  him  satisfaedon ;  at  any  rate,  I  hope  ibr  tfao  ] 
his  friendship^  Be  assured  thai  I  shaU  erer  preserve  S^r  yeft 
the  most  profound  esteem  and  the  most  gcaleAd  respect* 

**  Paui  ^QtmaJ^ 

The  brittant  sword  ef  vrfaioh  Jones  ofikred  to  mahethe  fiur 
cenaless  the  depositary^  bore  tUs  inaeription :  Vindicati  !!▲-» 
His  LtJDOvicus  XVI.  Rbmunbrator  steenuo  Tumwci.  The 
fauly  declined  beennciing  its  guardiahi  as  we  learn' from  thei 
episdot  sappomg  it  to  hanre  been  addresaod  to  her. 


* <  Arid,  romi  ^f  Qrmx,  B^tmkti  H,  Vm. 
*<  Madam,^-!  was  honoured  with  the  vary  polite  letter  Attl 
your  ladyriiip  condescended  to  writeme  mithetS4iof  lastmoalh* 
I  am  Borry  dnit  yea  hare  fmmd  it  neoessary  to  fefus^  me  the 
honour  ef  aoceptii^  the  depesite  aMntioaed  in  osy  last,  but  aHi 
detenninad  to  follow  your  adriee^  and  be  myself  itp  gaardjais 
[▲di^  or  two  before  I  wrele ia you  last^ I  had  reoeiTedaehal* 
kngefrote  Sir  James  WaHatt,  who,  fas  the  NoMsaeh»  a  ship  ef 
the  fine,  copper  bMaosMd  mid  of  sapenoi^  swiftness,  dechuredha 
waited  in  mi^  for  my  departure.  Had  I  oemmanded  an  equal 
force,  I  hope  you  will  beliere,  I  would  have  emptoyed  my  time 
otherwiise  than  in  writing  yottasy  propoftitioo  for  the  safoty  ef 
a  weapon,  that  I  should  hare  hoped  to  use  immeifiaftely  with 
success.]*    1  hare  been  detamed  inthis  o\pm  read  by  contrary 


*  The  paange  in  brackets,  is  inserted  from  the  oopy  of  this  letter  pnbUahedin  Sher- 
burne, where,  as  in  the  copy  before  me,  it  is  addressed  to  the  ConntlBSs  of  Bonrbon. 
IflndBOgrestdiffieidtyim8appoffng,that  JoliHp«id  tdikiC  My,  tks  nsM  SiS^ 


ttODMiie  an  ^ppMUEttMft  of  afiiir  of^portiuii^,  «d  I  wiU  6«fl«^ 
•Mbmce  in.  I  Iiay#  r<Mei¥ed  a  tetter  frow  tdha  fim  nn<Miltr< 
vwy  fawmafcte  to  the  iNraj^  taieatioaadto  yon,  andj^tway 
df^Mad  on  mf  wtmmt  iataMit.«fitb  Gongrowt^  Mi|g  tlia  nMtfr 
tar  tokeatt  I a«  ggra that  ajwombly  will» with piaaBare,  sayatt 
fmxnMw  tba  opamt  foald  wMi,  reepaetiag  iho  ooui|t»  if  acf 
inlwfcwiii  adbptadi 

"^  Z  bai^  the  fiithrfaetioa  to  iafitfia  you,  that,  Iqr  the  testuMogF 
of  all4h4)ier««Mija6t  anrMrad  in  fear  iUps  «(  L'Oriont,  from 
VhiMdfbi^  die  Cqn^rofie  and  all  Amarie>  ayyeared  to  ba 
a^riiljrmjr.ftiaikde;  and  nij  heart,  eoiiacioua  of  itaoani  uprtBhtrr 
neei,  lelli  m»  I  ahall  be  well  reeeiTed.  De^fdgr  and  gvat^Adljf 
impreaEied  with  a  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  you  and  yonr  buahaad'n 
attantiOMand  gaod  wishasi  and  ard^atly  daririag  to  morityour 
friariihipandtbal(9yeofthianerion»hyniycondt|cttbraughKfi^ 

>'  I  remaini  madam,  d&e.  St^ 

*\F.  S.'-^I  will  not  fiul  to  write  whenever  I  have  any  thia( 
wdith  ]raar  readiag ;  at  tha  aame  time,  may  I  hope  to  ht 
haoooted  now  and  then  with  a  letter  fhHnyou,  direoledto  Phila* 
didpiia*  I  waa  selfish  hi  hiogg^  yon  to  wnle  me  la  FjramA, 
hisanan yanslattars waaldflafyaafca a»an.e«rcisa#  Yoor£ng- 
Kih  ia^corr^cty  and  even  eleganf 

.  Tba  Qon(M|iaQdenoe  with  this  lady  "vfm  rewtaod  »omewhal 
manaaeeaannimMdy,.  a  fiear  yean  after  this  period*' 

Oath^aadaf  this  month  he  wrote  to  M«  4e  la  Safftina,  star 
tM^  that  he  cottid  no  hmger  ba  silent,  while  the  «ioiuqr  djuo  to 
them  was  walhbeldlnHrf  his  offieers  and  crew,  as  their  load  eom* 
pbnnts  ''wbttld,throaghthaanifioesof£ngUshflMiandTorie0) 
giva  rise  ta  lary  disq^veeable  ctanKMirs,  andba  ascribed  to  mini^ 
temb  ^  •  •  f  Two  years,  my  lord,  has  that  haii4>rained 


ment  which  the  Coimteai  de  Layendabl  rejected.    Bat  a  compaiifcm  of  dates  renderf 
h  looet  prolidbk  Ibit  tin  e^riAU  was  writtm  te  d^ 


til  riAJL  tionm* 

(M*  de  Ohatomoittybeen  empldy^  in  nMmritijp.  ietety  idfla  ^ 
mine  that  waseakukited  to  promcte  tbe  eonmon etMU»»  *^^*  If 
he  had  not  inteiftred  witli^  the  poKoe  of  the  equadnnii,  mt  •  be* 
traryed  Ae  secrpt  otiti  intended  opettttiottt,  Tery  eentwifaJ  eer* 
vioet  might  have  been  rendared  to  the  eentmoneagoee*  IniHlf 
bdtere  the  Bakie  fleet  eoald  nerer  have  entetied  the  porti  of 
Baghnd;  and  I  am  certain  that  LeMi  and  Bdinbmf  h  wouM 
have  been  laid  onder  a  heavy  contributioiiy  and  dbe  uMMhsnt 
diipping  of  tome  of  die  prineipa}  harboinv  of  England  burnt  to 
aihes.  Ifdie  Bakic  fleet  had  not  entered  the  pevts  of  England^ 
Admiral  Bodney  wooM  not  hare  saSed,  and  the  flagof  flpaiu 
wonld  now  have  waved  orer  the  ramparts  of  CMbtakar*^'  M«4« 
Chanmont  was  the  cause,  eertainly,  of  some  stfoag  Mgativee 
and  ^ong  inferenoes. 

We  riiall  now  fbUow  Jmies' Journal.  ''Heoblttineda^Ms 
for  the  Ariel,  that  was  ordered  by  government  to  be^i^y  «amed 
and  equipped.  He  embaffced  such  a  quantity  of  arms  and  pow- 
der as,  with  provision  for  only  nine  ^eeks,  fflkd  the  'sUp  ev«i 
between  decks.  He  hoped  to  make  the  passage  in  a.  firroumfale 
season  of  the  year,  but  was  detained  by  eontrairy  sttd  stomy 
winds  in  the  road  of  Groix,  fimn  the  ddi  <^  Septendber  til  die 
8thofOctober«  He  tJien  sailed  with  a  ihir  wnwl'and  phinsat 
weather ;  but  the  next  night  the  Ariel  was  driven  by  a  ^violiBt 
tempest  dose  to  the  rocks  of  the  Penmarque,  a  terrible  ledge 
between  L^Orient  and  Breet.  The  ship  could  siww  no  sail,  bitt 
was  almost  buried  under  the  water,  not  having  iwmu  W  runbo* 
fore  the  wind,  and  having  several  feet  water  in  the  hoU^  Find* 
ing  the  depth  of  water  diminisfa  fast.  Captain  Jones,  in  the  hmi 
extremity,  cast  anchor ;  but  could  not  bring  the  sh^'s  bead  is 
the  wind.  Sometimes  the  lower  yard-arms  touched  the  waler* 
Captain  Jones  now  Imd  no  remedy  left^  butto  cot.  away  the  fore» 
mast*  This  had  the  desired  eflbct;  and  thesUpimmediately  came 
head  to  the  wind.  The  main-mast  had  got  out  of  the  step,  and 
now  reeled  about  like  a  drunken  man.  Foreseeing  the  danger 
of  its  either  breaking  off  below  the  gun-deck,  or  going  through 
the  ship's  bottom.  Captain  Jones  ordered  it  to  be.c^t  awiyr.  But 
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fc<pfiMre4»aieaaMJbe  4— It,  th^  riMiiaHphit»«  gBi:re  fwy>  atrf,  dM 
mwftHMil^bvMkMg  ^^^  1^  <1^  fun-dech,  curried  widi  it  iIm 
mizeiKmait ;  and  the  misenTfliMi  carrittd  awaj  the  qnarter-gsl^ 
krj*  Ift  Ikttfc  flilvttlio&i  the  Ariel  rode,  in  the  ^en  ooean,  to 
wukbrwrd  of  pevhape  the  meet  daag^roui  ledge  of  roelui  in  the 
wMrM,  for  two  deiff  and  near  three  mghtAy-m  a  tempest  that 
eo^wed  the  ifaQre.  vilh  wredu  aad  dead  hodiee»  aad  that  dAive 
ihitii  Mhofe  fima  their  aaohors,  eteo  in  the  port  of  L^Orient* 
It  waa  perhape  fiirtmute  that  the  Arid  lost  her  matte,  since  no 
ai»eherfl  oodM  havo  i»ld  her  ao  taag  had  the  gjaeto  atoed>  Bf 
the  help  of  jttrjHBaeUt  erected  after  the  gak,  the  Ariel  retone 
ed  to  L'Orient." 

This  lerriUe  gale  was  fUt  oTer  tteaiiy  all  Eorope*  Jones  qpeke 
thus  of  it  in  a  letter  to  the  Presidenfte  lyOrmoy,  dirted  Octo- 
her  Ifth.  ''  Bjr  the  endoeed  dedaiation  of  my  oflkers,  yoa 
wSl  see,  my  dear  ssadam,  that  I  was  in  a  tickfisb  sitvation  in 
the  moment  while  yon  were  employed  in  writing  to  me  on  the 
Ml  ultimo.  It  is  imposHJHo  to  be  more  sensttdo  than  I  am  of 
the  oUigation  eeirfiBrred  on  me  by  your  attentions  and  kind  r^ 
memlNCAPoe,  loined  to  that  of  the  bdle  oomtesse,  your  fair  daogfai- 
tors,  and  the  amiable  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  year  society.  I 
hare  retumied  withont  laorek,  and,  whatr  is  worse,  yrifdboat 
having  been  able  to.  render  service  to  the  gkmoas  cause  ct  ISh 
«rty.  I  know  not  why  Neptune  was  in  such  anger,  unless  he 
thought  it  an  affront  in  me  to  appear  on  his  ocean  with  so  in« 
significant  a  force.  It  is  certain,  that  till  the  night  itf  the  8th, 
I  did  not  fiilly  coooeire  the  awfiil  nu^esty  of  tempest  and  of 
slppwreck.  I  can  gire  you  no  just  idea  of  the  tremendous  scene 
that  nature  then  presented,  which  surpassed  the  reach  even  of 
poetic  fan<7  and  the  pencil*  I  befieve  no  Aip  waOs  ever  befoie 
faved  from  an  equal  danger  off  the.point  of  th^  Penmark  roeks^ 
I  ^m  ejEtremely  sorry  that  the  yoni^  English  lady  you  mention 
should  have  imbibed  the  national  hatred  fligainst  me.  I  have 
bad  p^roefsy.that  many  of  the  first  and  finest  ladies  of  that 
natien  are  my  frieods.  Indeed,  I  cannot  imagine  why  any  fair 
lady  should  he  my  enemy,  since,  npon  the  large  scale  of  univer* 


at  num.  troioK 

mljbikmtkmjaf^  Had,  mdummiMg^  amAheaA  bcteeitltettf^ 
Bilgit:  pbffer^  of.  bmifyv    The  Iki|^  turtmi  wmjlmt^m^ 

Wnlnv  te  FnmUiD,  be  said:  *'!  o#e  tke  wwriMBt  tlitoiikito 
the  wfisiMod  aod  vAreidfttiiig  aMiitaiice  tf  mf  oAeeiB^'  wiko  lie- 
kttredwkh  a  stoa^^  oomposad  ooura^  tbal  does  tbam  tka 
iHglMBllHinBae;  audi  iMnra  soiiMdl  t«>fiiidw]lk the  woMbm  «f 
aiqrpiMflbtuidar^Dqr  eommaiid.  Tfaefcal(beiia;ir«M[TCiDariEablf 
mtlL  Tim  f^iiedimipbMngm^  A/bW9i  a  nkaatf  isqpirit)  anil 
tite  gateaiiieii  afaand/evfea  wltott  death,  i»  att  its 
Ihem  in  the  faea ;  aiad  I  am  iam  iwt  oaaeiMciig  Aeaa  eiM* 
expected  to  see  a  returning  sun." 

Te  ]k<b  BaMToft  be  ^vrete  as  ftAewa:  ^^I  am,  my  dear 
•ir,  jratamed  to  Frtmee  withoot  latirek,  and,  wUch  k  fvorse,* 
wUkoiti  kmmg  hem  Me  to  renier  eemke  to  our  auue,  I  m«M 
frfer  yea  to  Count  de  Vaxibdii,  the  baiver  of  tlut  letter,  for 
a  Aeieriptaon  <ii  tke  late  atorm*  I  efaall  only  say,  it  ftur  ex^ 
•eeded  all  my  former  ideaa  of  tempest.  We  mueteonsele 
earaolf  es  that  no  Uvea  were  loBt-*-aai  erent  remarkably  fintiH 
aate  under  sock  drcmniitanees.  You  hai^  no4eiibt,  reeeived 
iews  from  Amerlea.  i  hare  seen  some  of  the  papere,  but  flsd 
noting  very  agreeable,  exe^t  tkeaddrew  of  the  aMembly  ^ 
Skode  Idaad  to  the  Count  de  Recfaarobeau  and  the  answer. 
Lee  had  reached  Philadelphia  the  nig^t  befoire  one  of  Captain 
Hall\i  pamongere  left  it ;  but  we  know  nofAong  <hrther,  ex^Sept 
that  no  guns  wmre  ftred,  no  beHs  wereruag,  ner  bonfires  made 
m  coaseqpMtnee  of  so  great  an  event  f  Year  eflbcts  are  dry  and 
aafc,  though  maiqr  of  our  things  are  damaged,  I  mecui  our  doth* 
ii^,  and  books,  Ac  Part  of^he  powd^,  arms,  and  bread,  fte. 
are  wet.  Count  de  Yauban  behaVed  remarkably  well,  and 
appeal  tiy  me  to  be  a  very  wenhy  character.  He  is  determinlM 
to  use  his  interest  with  die  Duke  de  Orleans,  that  the  7Vrpt«oore, 
maybe  substituted  for  the  Ariel*'' 

The  arrival  of  the  AlKanee  in  America,  referred  tela  Ate 
letter,  had  been  announced  to  Franklm  by  Dr.  Cooper  of  Boa» 
ton,  who  wrote  to  him  on  the  8th  September,  as  feHows. 
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*^  Tlie  AlKftMe  armed  here  tcMBe  wetlu  ago»  wilh  Dr*  Le%y 
who  »  alffl  in  toMi*  TUi  'TaMtl  appMrs  to  me  to  have  left 
Franee  in  mi  unjueliidile  manner,  tiMMigfa  I  cannot  yet  obtain 
tlie  partiooiar  cmuaataneet*  Landaii  gtid  not  hoM  kigc^mn 
mand  tluroogli  thOToyagev  wliidi-waB  either  relinqniehed  fay  hsm 
or  wreeted  fiNNBT  imn^  All  tke  paisengers,  as  well  at  officers  and 
eaikm,  are  hif^  incopeed  against  him,  and  Dr.  Lee  as  mnoh 
aseayonew  A  eoartofinquiry  is  now  siting  upon  dusmatter^ 
in  wUeh  the  Doctor  has  given  a  full  eridmice  against  the  cap- 
tain^ wUcb  represents  him  as  t»Miie«" 

The  result  of  this  oomi  of  inquury  was,  that  Tiandais  waadjs* 
missed  from  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Jones  nothing 
in  America  to  substantiate  them,  the  more  serious  charges 
were  not  urged  against  him,  and  he  was  consigned  to  insigt 
nificance* 

It  was  found  on  examination,  that  the  arms  on  board  of  the 
Ariel,  which  were  the  most  valuable  part  of  her  stores,  were  so 
much  damaged  that  itwms  necessary  to  undiip  and  leave  them; 
and  she  was  so  much  chsabled  that,  though  Jones  wrote  to 
FraiAlin,  ^i  the  ISth  Octob^,  that  the  repairs  had  been  com- 
menced with  gveatadtrrity,  by  the  assistance  of  the  commandant 
of  the  marine^  she  was  not  ready  for  sea  until  Decemben  ;  The 
new  expenses  thus  incurred  tried  severely  the  patience  of  the 
prudent  Franklin,  and.  he  directed  the  necessary  advances  to  be 
made  with  a  heavy  heart.  He  was  again  obliged  to  expostulate 
with  the .  coannodore.  Jones  used  every  effort,  through  his 
firimds  at  court,  to  obtain  the  TerpsiccN'e,  and  endeavoured  to 
induce  Mr.  %las  Deane,  and  Dr.  Bancroft  to  assist  him  in  his 
apphcation  to  the  Marquis  de  Castries,  who  was  now  minister 
<tf  the  marine.  But,  he  says  in  his  Journal,  '<  the  noblemen,  on 
whose  interest  he  had  chiefly  depended  being  absent,  the  a{^- 
ealion  failed."  The  Terpmcore  was  .destined  to  carry  de- 
spatches to  the  East  Indies. 

In  writing  to  the  new  minister,  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
paying  his  compliments  to  him,  on  his  induction  into  office. 
<^  Permit  me,  my  lord,  to  congratulate  your  excellency  on  the 
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bappy  dbakeliis  mi^M^ hmm  nadei  mappoinln9i&  dimto^st- 
•d  patriot  of  yoiip  liberal  miiujl  and  oomprdMube  uiid«ntud^ 
ing,  to  govern  tbo  nofal  navy  ofthjabingdom*  Believe  vm^  mj 
]mtdj  I  anticipate  iii^kb  a  lieart^eltplMf«i»vChobi|^ 
your  adwimitfratioii }  and  Z  shall  rejoiee»  isdeed,  to  bo  fiMttd 
irortby  of  your  excelleBqr's  protection,  and  to  be  made  inatriH 
mental,  under  yoinr  direetion,  in  ooaevC  with  the  Go^greas,  to 
pfA  an  honouraUe  end  to  thii  war."  He  transmittodA  oepgr  of 
a  prefect  he  bad  laid  before  H.  dala  Saitine,  in  May  premna, 
and  about  whidi  he  had  recentfy  written  to  the  Count  da  Mmi* 
repaa,  prune  miniater ;  wfaick  waa  tole  exeeirted  with  the  aid 
of  each  frigatea  aa  he  eould  procure  in  America*  Writiiq^  lo 
the  Dae  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  fay  the  next  post,  he  aayax  *<I 
hope  so  great  and  noble  miftded  a  man,  aa  umveraal  fame  caUa 
the  Marquis  de  Castries,,  will  either  adopt  my  plan,<nr  aooMi 
better  one,  whereby  I  can  effectually  prove  my  gratitada  to 
France,  and  |Hr<miotethe  interest  of  die  common  canae." 

By  a  letter  addrcaaed  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  on  the  aOtfa 
October,  it  appeara  that  at  tins  time  a  fifficnhy  took  ptaee^  on 
the  acore  of  rank,  between  Commodore  Jenea  and  the  celehtar 
ted  Captain  Truxtun.  He  says :  ^  I  send  a  letter  I  reeeiFed 
from  Mr.  Truxtun,  the  nuuier  of  the  Independence^  of  Kiiladet 
phia,  dated  the  24tfa,  wiUi  my  answer.  Yeatelday  and  to-day 
he  has  had  the  insolence  to  hoist  a  broad  pendant,  notwithstand* 
ing.  lii  not  this  bidding  defiance  to  Congress  uid  the  conti* 
nental  flagf  Congress  will  judge  what  punishment  is  equal  to 
auch  a  crime,  when  committed  in  sight  of  the  flag  and  forta  of 
an  illustrious  ally.''  The  letters  referred  to  are  miaaiag,  no- 
cording  to  the  marginal  note  in  the  ootified  cc^  of  the  tee* 
going.  Captain  Truxtun,  according  to  the  Nftyal  Chronidea, 
waa  aaiUng  in  a  private  armed  ahip,  and  had  only  the  eommia* 
aion  of  a  letter  of  marque.  Whether  any  further  notice  was 
taken  of  this  incident,  we  are  pnable  to  say. 

Very  wisely  deeming  it  expechent  to  carry  with  him  to  Ame- 
rica the  strongest  testimonials  c^  the  approbation  of  hia,  aervioas 
by  the  French  court,  Jonea  intimated  to  the  new  miniater,  that 


_^^ 


a  emfiimflfkm  bf  hkil)  of  the  letter  written  in  hk  faM^ 

la  Saitfaie,  kiMajrprt'fkiue,  weald  giv«  MM  eatiee  fergiaihaJe^ 

At  the  HiiiB8ter*e  desire;  Mr.  Genet  informed  him,  that  tbe  let* 

ter  in  foeitRMi  wai  tibe  Hct  of  tlie  king  in  eonneil ;  and  woidd 

ratiMT  be  wvidLened  than  MMiflnned  by  any  addHional  eef^^ 

tifieate. 

No  pfise  tneaiey  had  ab  yet  been  fertheemlng. .  Qn  ^he  24lh 
of  Norendber,  Jonee  wrote  to  M.  le  Bay  de  Cbaumont  ae  foK 

iow8:^^Ifyoa4iaTe  teeeired  the  {H-odnce  of  the  sale  of  tiie 
priKeS)  talEen  last  year  by  the  American  squadron  then  wider 
my  command,  I  request  you  to  pay  the  part  thereof  belon^ng 
to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Bon  Homme  Bicfaard  and  tftre 
ABlanitoy  mto  the  handi  of  Messrs^  Grourlade  and  Moylan,  their 
legal  agentiv  d»e«*'  Tbe  demand,  it  will  be  obserred,  was 
madeuponacontingeney.  Jones  desired  that  hbown  share  of  the 
priM  mon^r  both  as  tkket  of  the  scjnadron  and  captiiin  of  tbe 
Bon  Homme  BMMi^)tt%bt  be  paUl  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Dr. 
Bancroft,  lits  kwftd  attemies ;  and  reclaimed  payment  of  the 
wages  dae  to  the  seamen  of  the  Bon  Homme  Bibbard;  who 
bad  been  fordUy  carried  away  in  the  Alliance*  These  wages, 
it  wiM  be  vemembered,  FranUia  thought  ought  to  be  paid  ia 
America.  Jones  wrote  to  the  same  purport,  to  the  M aripiis  de 
Castries,  on  the  same  day.  In  relation  to  this  melter  of  the 
prize  monqr,  it  has  not  been  heretofore  explicitly  stated,  that 
the  fbw  priMB  sent  into  the  ports  of  France  by  die  expedition, 
before  it  entered  Ae  T»el,  had  been  aold,  and  the  proeeede 
rsnritted,  a  year  pretiously,  to  M.  ChaaaHmt,  upon  his  order, 
by  Meamu  Oonrlade  and  Moylan.  Jones  wrote  to  the  minister; 
**  By  tntue  ef  die  anthori^  I  had  received  from  government, 
my  honour  was  pledged  to  see  these  men  justly  paid.  1  have 
ahready  suffered  many  reflections  on  their  account,  and  I  beseech 
your  excellency  to  order  them  immediate  payment.'* 

Dr.  FrankKn  had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  at  this  time,  for 
some  weeks.  He  wrote  to  Jones  on  the  4th  December,  telling 
Um,  **  I  ihall  strongly  solieit  the  payment  of  the  prise  money, 

^  wkisfa  I  understand  is  not  yet  receiyed  from  the  king.    I  h<^ 


soon  to  «60  «ii  end  of  thtt  affiur,  wMck  luw  mot  wtdi  «o  mmy 
uiApoountdble  obftrnetioiifl.  I  aMdese  4aipalehttr  fiNr  CcMgress^ 
wUch  are  to  be  sunk  in  eaise  of  danger*  I  wkh.you  te  atek^ 
the  best  of  your  way  to  America,  andtkat  youAHiy  kay«  aproa 
parous  Toyaf  e."  By  winting  for  fiothehr  detpatdies  wWdi 
M.  Gourlade  informed  bim  were  to  be  sent,  Jonee  lost  a  fovaoor'* 
able  wind,  and  did  not  sail  until  tbe  I81I1  of  tUs  nkotA^  As 
before,  be  made  his  vakedietoiy  oompiunents  to  Madaase  la 
Prssideate  d'Ot moy«^  In  his  letter  be  says  i  ^1  am  mudi  flat^ 
tared  by  your  ha?iag  mentioned  me  te  so  greal  anaan  as  tiia 
kii^f  of  Prussia — the  world  will  ever  treat  his  opiAina  with  tbe 
hilfhest  raspeot.'' 

.  Un  the  18th  0eoember,  he  says  in  Us  Jeanial»  he**' bade 
a^eu  to  the  belaved  nation  of  Frsttca ;  where,  thoafh  he  had 
met  with  some  cUffiouUies,  he  had  many.'raasoM  to  ha  satirfed» 
aipd  wa^^eharmed  with  tbe  courteous  habatiiW  thai  so  nobly 
WMrhed  the  character  of  thatfeMe«oudTmilidedpacqile«  •  •  •  • 
UavipBig  important  despatebes  on  board«  fmd  b^iQg  blades  nmeh 
UMoberedf  he  had  determmed  to  steer  direetly  ibr  America,  and 
wished  rather  to  avmd  than  seek  after  the  entfmy.'^  He: did, 
however,  meet  the  enemy,  and  gained  anelhac  Tiolory,  theii^ 
tbe  firuits  ef  it  were  lost  by  baseness.  With  his  JM)iount  ci  thifi 
aelion,  from  tbe  same  journal,  we  will  dosa  the  irst  part  of  tfab 
eompilation. 

**  After  a  variety  of  reneounters,  be,  in  the  latitude  88^  nmrth, 
«nd  kmgitttde  ef  Barbadoes,  met  with  a  remarkably  fast  sailiiy 
frigate  bekmging  to  the  enemy's  navy*^  CSapkain  Joaei  ends** 
soured  to  avoid  speaking  with»that  sfaipy  and  as  tbe  night  ap* 
proached,  he  hoped  to  succeed,  notwithstanding  her  saperior 
sailing*  He  was,  however,  mistaken ;  ftnr  next  mornmg  the  MpB 
were  at  a  less  distance  asunder  than  they  had  been  the  eveoiag 
before,  dtbough  during  the  night  the  officers  ^  the  watdi  had 
always  informed  Cqitain  Jones  the  sail  continued  out  ct  sight. 
An  acticm  now  became  unavoidable,  and  the  Ariel  was  prqMurad 
for  it.  Every  thing  was  throvm  overboard  that  interfered  with 
tbe  defence  and  safe^  of  the  ship.    Cqitain  Jones  took  par* 
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ticular  09re»  by  the  j^anagiiiiol.iif  eiMb  himI  htXmj^  to  prgirmt 
the  enemy  from  dieooveriti94lie  Ibroe  i^the  Ariel)  $mi  worked 
W BO  weU as Aot to diseororarty  w^cUM aippemeaBbe  or  pre 
ration.  In  tbe  aftemoen,  the  AiM  fieed  now  and  theq  a  %kt^ 
gtem-cbaMT  at  the^edeniy  frem  tlm.4«arta^4eGl^'a■dc0litUkued 
to  crowd  sail  as  if  rerymmh  alarmed.  TUs  had  Itpe  desired 
effect,  and  the  emfrnf  pursaed  with  the  greater  eagertieai«: 
Captain  Joaes  did  net  snffer  the  eauemy  tocome  dose  up  tMk 
the  approach  of  night,  when,  hafving  well  oiamkBed  hb  fbreev' 
he  shortened  sail,  to  meet  hjh  aiqntoach.  When  the  two  slope 
came  within  hail  of  oach  other  they  beih  hsiitaid  Eaghsh  eokwnsu 
Tbe  person  whose  duty  il.was  to  hoial.^  p^ndaat  <m  boavi 
the  Ariel  had  not  taken  care  to  maka  tbe  other  end  of  tho  hak 
liards  fast,  to  haul  it  down  again  to  change  the  ^ofenrs.  Thb 
preyented  Jones  from  an  adyai^agooils  manoNiiare  he  had  in^ 
tended,  and  oblig^ him  ta  let  the  enemy  range  apaleng the 
lee-side  of  the  Arid,  wheoe  he  saw  a  battery,  lighted  bt  action^ 
A  conversation  now  took  place  hetween  the  two  ships,  whkh 
lasted  near  an  hour ;  hy  which  Captain  Jones  leasaed  the  siHn 
ation  of  the  enemy's  afihirs  in  America.  The  captmn  of  the 
enemy's  ship  sai4  his  name  waa  John  Pindar.  His  ship  had 
been  constniot^  hy  the  ftunous  Mr.  Peck  at  Boston,  haik  at 
Newburyport,  owned  hy  Jb.  Tracey  of  that  j^aeei  cemmnnded 
by  Captain  Hopkins,  the  son  of  the  late  Commodore  Hopkins^ 
and  had  been  taken  and  fitted  eiit  at  New  York,  and  naaaed 
the  Triumpht  by  Admiral  Sodney.  Ci^ptain  Jones  leld  him  ha 
mnst(  put  out  Ins  boat,  ap4  oome  on  board  and  show  his  com- 
mission,  to  prove,  whether  or  not  he  really  did  bdong  to  the 
British  navy.  To  this  he  made  some  excusesy  because  Captain 
Jcmes  had  not  told  him  who  he  was ;  and  his  boat,  he  said,  was 
very  leaky.  Captain  Jones  told  him  to  consider  the  danger  of 
refusmg.  Captain  Pindar  said  he  would  answer  for  twenty 
guns,  and  that  himself  and  every  one  of  his  people  had  shown 
themselves  Englishmen.  Captain  Jones  said  he  would  allow 
him  five  minutes  only  to  make  his  reflection.  That  time  being 
elapsed,  Captain  Jones  backed  a  little  in  the  weather-quarter 


of  tbe  BDMOff  ffhn  doM  imdir  iMnr  mm%  hdiMed  Ainefkan 
odotanr,  iadi  being  within  fhort  pieiuA  ilioC  oo  di^  WiMtm  of 
the  Qoemyy  begu  to  engage*  It  was  poit  0efrM  o'doek,  and 
ai  no  equal  foioe  emr  excec4eil  the  vigwroas  and  tegolar  fire  of 
the  Ariel'stbatterir  and  to|N9,  lb&  aetion  while  it  lasted  made  a 
^onom  appearance.  The  enemy  made  a  feeble  reiistance  for 
abont  ten  minutei.  He  then  strttek  bis  colours.  The  enemy- 
then  begged  for  quarter,  and  said  half  Mb  inen  were  kiBed. 
The  Ariel's  ireoeesedi  and  the  crew,  as  usnal  after  a  ^nctoiy, 
ga^e  crim  ^  joy.'  To  'riiow  themseires  Bnglishmen/  the 
enemy  filled  their  sais,  and  goc  on  the  Ariel^s  wfMh^Afoithe- 
fcraihe  etn^ot  joy  faadended  on^  boaid  die  ArieK  Oaptain 
Jones,  suspecting  the  base  design  of  the  enemy,  inimeicBately 
set  ev^  sa3  he  could  to  prevent  her  escape;  but  the  enemy 
had  so  mueb  advantage  in  saSing,  that  the  Arid  eould  not  keep 
up,  tUMi  diey  soon  got  eat  of '  gun  shot*  The  English  captain 
Bsa^  properly  be  called  a  knave,  because,  after  he  surr^idered 
hia  ship,  bqfged  for,  and  obtakied  quarter,  he  basely  ran  away, 
eoaitoraiy  t9  the  lows  of  naval  wear  and  the  practiee  of  dvSBaKedl 
nations.  A  conspiracy  was  dbcevBred  among  die  English  part 
of  the  AriePs  crew  mnnediatehf  after  sailing  fit>m  France. 
During  the  voyage  every  oficer,  and  even  the  passengers,  had 
beeai  constantly  armed,  and  kept  a  regidar  watdi,  beridesr  a 
constant  guard  vrith  fixed  bayonets.  After  the  action  wiA  the 
Trhmpb,  the  plot  was  so  tkt  discovered,  that  Captain  Joaes 
confined  twenty  of  the  ringleaders  in  irons  tiQ  his  arrival.  Cup* 
tein  Jones  arrived  at  PUladelfMa  on  the  18th  Febmary,  1781, 
having  been  absent  from  America  three  years,  tibree  months, 
and  eighteen  days.** 
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No.  I.— page  58. 


Tbs  ftllowiiig  extneli  of  letten,  am  pnbUihed  to  Aow  tint  Aan  wm  mx  ttofieo 
or  bad  blood  on  thoiMrtofCoounodora  Hopkiuitowaida  Ci4p«iiaJoiioa,fltlhodBtet 
tfadjrbear.  Thefintrebtet  toaiiotbertniiMietion,or  tboiaiiieehteaeterattlMit  fb^ 
wbicb  the  anit  waa  brought  Thej  were  of  coaiae  not  popolar,  nnderthe  ciicnBi* 
atanceaat  the  tune.*  What  became  of  the  pioaeeotionieibrred  to  doea  not  appear  ;b<t 
it  waanodonUcompromiaed  with  tttle-eompantfifo  expenae  tonnjpenon. 

•<lfM0pore,  OHoftw^lS,  m«. 
"Sim, 

''The  ownera  of  Captam  Demiaa'  aloop,  hare  dettTored  two  of  tlfo  men  wfateh 
aigned  their  artidea,  and  haye  given  anAdent  aecvrity  that  tfaejr  wiU  not  eafiy^  Mvagr 
any  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  fleet.  If  yon  find  any  men  on  board,  that  do  beioBg 
to  the  fleet,  take  them  ont,  and  then  diacharge  the  aloop ;  aa  there  are  aooM  of  the 
ownera  that  are  men  of  honour,  and  will  not  do  any  aneh  thhig;  it  will  be  hard  that 
they  ahonld  aofler  for  one  man,  that  haa  behared  ont  of  eharaeter.  80  that,  npon  tha 
whole,  I  think  it  heat  to  let  the  aloop  and  her  people  go. 

"  I  am  year  friend  and  hnmUe  aervant, 

*'  EzKK  ^oPKora,  Commander  in  Chief." 
''  To  Jchm  P,  Jonm,  E$qmn,  C&mmamder  of  the  Fromdaiee. 
**  E[9pt§d  Hkdur,  EBqmn,  Commtmitr  ^  the  Hmmimy 


18, 1776. 


"  If  my  aon  Ezek  wanta  to  come  home,  to  aee  hiafirienda,  yon  wiHbe  kind  en 
to  giTO  him  leaTO.  The  ownera  of  the  prirateer  made  a  great  noiaeabontyonrtaUng 
the  men  ont  of  her,  and  hare  bnmgfat  an  aetion ;  but  I  think  tfiey  wil  make  nothhig 
ofwt    We  have  likewiae  brought  an  action  againat  Captain  Field  fbr  takkii|four 


No.  IL— page  60. 

The  fi>Uowing  letter,  addreaaed  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Morria^  ia  pnbllahed 
entire,  beeanae  it  oomprehenda  the  aubatance,  ahd  in  many  inatanoea  the  Iteinl  ex- 
I  of  Joaea,  in  aoToral  other  lettera,  priyate  and  official,  reklfaig  to  hia  own 
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opfinte  of  whtt  ihoaia  bt  tiM  oiguisatMii  of  tke  nvryi  iad  fiviaf  a  hkUxj  of  th* 
diffienltiM  whioh  ktom  m  the  inftnt  fleet  of  tlieoDiuitij,  oonoerniiif  nmk.  The  metter 
of  thete  eacplniationi  k  eeireral  timet  referred  torn  the  text,  botfaof  the  finteadieoond 
pert  ,  .     . 

Pkandtlfkk,  (kUiUr  XO,  1783. 

It  If  the  cvftom  of  natbna,  on  the  return  of  peeoe,  to  honour,  promote,  end  reward, 
eneh  oflleen  af  haTO  aenred  through  the  war  with  the  greateit  **  imI^  ^mimee,  mU 
imtnpidU$.**    And  linoe  my  ooontry  haf ,  aher  an  eight  yean'  war,  attained  the  inee- 
timable  bleitinf  of  peace  and  the  lOTereifnty  of  an  eztenn^e  empire ;  I  preonme  that, 
(af  I  have  conitantly  and  faithfUly  feirTed  throngh  ^  Re^olntioni  and  at  the  «une 
time  anpportedit,  in  adegree,  withmy  purse,)  Imay  be  allowed tQ lay  my  grioTanoee 
befi»e  yoa,  aa.  the  ,bee4  of  ;|be,  maiiiie.    I  will  hope,  sir,  through  yon,  to  meet  ifith 
redress  fipom  Congress.    jRenb,  which  opens  the  deor  to  gloiy,  is  too  near  the  heart  of 
ereiy  effieer  of  trae  mUUarif/edmg,  to  be  given  np  in  fevonr  of  any  other  man  who 
has  not,  by  the  achioTement  of  some  brilliant  action,  or  by  known  and  soperior 
abilities,  merited  snob  preference.    JlftkU  be  so,  how  mast  I  hauBS  felt,  since,  by  the 
eeoond  tableof oaptains  in  the  navy,  adopted  by  Congress,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1776, 
I  was  snpereeded  hi  faTOor  of  thirteen  persons,  two  of  whom  were  my  junior  Ueu 
tenant  at  (h(B  beginnipg ;  the  rest  were  onSj  oommissiened  into  the  continental  nayy 
on  that  day;  and,  if  they  had  any  superior  abilities,  these  wero  not  then  known,  nor 
have  sinoe  been  prox^d  1  I  am  the  oldest  sea  o^icer  (except  Paptain  Whipple)  on  the 
JeuiBal,  and  under  the  oommission  of  Congress,  ramaining  in  the  service.    In  the 
year,  1776,  when  the  navy  was  established,  some  of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  I  was 
aaperseded,  wero  applied  to,  to  embark  in  the  first  expedition ;  but  they  declined. 
Captain  Whipple  has  often  an4  latsly  told  me,  they  said  to  him,  **  they  did  not  choose  to 
befaanged.''  It  is  certam  the  hexard  at  the  first  was  very  great ;  and  some  respectable 
gentleman,  by  whom  I  am  superseded,  acc^ted  the  appointments  of  captain  and  of 
lieutenant  of  a  provi|icial  vessel  for  the  protection  of  the  river,  after  our  fleet  had  saifed 
fiomit;  and  on  b^ard  of  which  tVy  had  rrfu$ed  to  embark,  though  I  pretend  not  to 
know  their  reason.    But  the  fiice  of  a&irs  ba,ving  changed,  as  we  ripened  into  the 
declaration  of  independence  in  1776,  their  apprehensions  subsided;  and  in  a  letter  I 
leoeived  ftom  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Hewes,  of  Congress,  and  of  the  marine  committee, 
dated  at  Philadelphia,  May  the  96th,  1776,  and  directed  to  me  as  a^ftmim  ef  the  Pro- 
nidaace  at  New  York,  he  says,  "  Yon  would  be  surprised  to  hear  what  avast  number  of 
applioations,  i|re  continually  making  for  officers  of  the  new  frigates,  especially  fer  the 
eoomiand.    The  strong  feeommmdations  from  those  provinces  where  any  frigates  are 
building,  have  great  weight'* 

He  adds,  "  My  utmost  endeavours  shall  be  exerted  to  serve  you;  from  a  oonviction 
that  your  merit  entitles  you  to  promotion,  and  that  yon  ought  to  command  some  wbo 
were  placed  higher  than  yourself''  I  ask,  sir,  did  these  "  recommendatkms"  plead 
more  successful  than  the  marit  of  all  the  gallant  men  who  first  braved  the  ocean  in  the 
omee  of  America  T  Your  candour  must  answer.  Yes.  What  hapless  prospect  then 
have  those,  who  can  only  claim  from  past,  though  applauded  services  T  Credit,  it.  is 
alleged,  has  been,  however,  taken  in  this  Revolution  for  "  unparelleled  heroism."    f 


l«0(Wiw|k,PDMQgpUmrlf  n9J>U,thatIimof<)|Mii^  Wtt^jt 

;»  proof  of  imdfiiBOT  in  the  first  eorps  of  sea  ofijcera  to  have,  at  to  critical  ^  paru)4i 
liuipcbed  oot  on  tho  ocean,  with  only  two  anne^  mercliant  thina,  two  ^raiCKl  tKW#- 
tines,  and  one  armed  aloop,  to  make  war  again«t  such  a  power  as  Graat  Britaiii.'t 
They  had,  perhaps,  in  proportion  to  their  nnmber,  as  mnch  sense  as  the  present  table  iff 
pikers  can  boast  of ;  and  it  has  not  yet  been  proved,  thirt  they  did  not  vndoiptMd,!^ 
Iieast  «stMtf  their  daQr* 

T|i^  first  expedition  was  fiir  more  gloriooefhan  any  other  th«t  has  beep  siiMietatr 
tiempted  from  omr  coatt,  Eveiy  officer  on  that  service  merited  promotion*  who  was 
capable  of  receiving  it.  ,  And,  if  there  was  ain  ify)rQ|)er  man  plaoad  os%^  them  if 
^mmander  in  chief,  was  that  areaaon  to  slight  or  disgrace  the  ^nkolft  corps  %  Kaa^ 
«nbse%nent  militeiy  condoct  of  those  ofBcers,  by  whom  the  fint  corps  of  se|i  offiif Ql 
were  siqierseded,  jastified  the  preference  they  had  tocommandthe  aew  frigalkes  7  If  H 
has  noty  what  shall  we  say  is  favoar  of  the  precedence*  which,  **  Repugnant  to  an  Aet 
of  Congress,  of  the  2Skl  of  December,  1775,"  and  contrary  to  all  rule  or  example,  wa« 
given  them  \sx  Mm  aecond  table  of  naval  rank,  adopted  the  10th  of  Oe^^ber,  ^77^  t 
Cenld  any  thing  h^ve  b^en  more  homiliating  than  this  to  sea  o^ipers  appointed  jafld 
commissioned  in  1775  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  more  kind  to  have  dismisfed  them 
from  the  service,  even  without  assigning  a  reason  for  so  dmng  7  Belera  any  second 
arrangement  of  naval  rank  had  been  made,  perhaps  it  Uroold  have  been  good  poljf^, 
to  have  commiBsioned,  five  or  seven  old  mariners,  who  had  seen  wapr»  to  have<axr 
amined  the  qualifications  of  the  candidates,  especially,  those  who  made  their  comdHlpm 
and  souglit  so  earnestly  after  the  commomd  of  the  -new  frigates.  Those  oommissioapBi 
Diight  also  have  examined  the  qualifications  of  the  first  corps  of  sea  officers,  promoted 
mch  as  were  eiipable  of  it,  and  struck  from  the  list  such  as  wero  unequal  to  the  eQi«- 
mission  they  bore,  4bc.  Thus,  by  giving  precedence  in  r^nk  to  all  the  fnptsins  who 
ha4  served  and  were  thought  worthy  of  being  continued;  and  also  to  all  Uentenantf 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captains,  lor  their  meritorious  services  and  fit  qualifications« 
justice  might  have  been  done  both  to  individuals  and  to  the  public.  It  has  been  said, 
with  a  d^i^ee  of  contempt,  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  came  into  the  contiosyafial 
navy,  the  second  year  of  the  war,  that ''  I  was  otUff  a  litutemnnt  at  the  beginning  T* 
a«d  pray,  what  wero  they  when  I  was  out  on  the  ocean  in  that  chancter  7  They  pay 
me  a  oomplimenti  To  be  diffident,  is  not  always  a  proof  of  ignoraaoe,  bat  sometimee 
tlie  contrary.  I  was  offared  a  captain's  commission  at  the  first,  to  command  the  Pro- 
vidence, bat  declined  it.  Let  it,  however,  be  rememberod,  that  thero^  were  throe  grades 
of  aea  lieutenants  established  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  28d  of  December,  1975; 
fyid  as  I  had  the  honour  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  first  of  those  grades,  it  is  not 
qnite  fiur  in  those  gentlemen  to  confound  me  with  the  last ;  yet  when  I  came  k>  t^ 
jny  skill,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  own,  I  did  not  find  myaalf  pecfeot  in  the  duties  of  4  fii* 
lieutenant  However,  I  by  no  means  admit,  that  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  so 
earnestly  sought  after  nmjk  and  the  afrfmamd  of  thenew  Oigatosthe  next  year,  was«t 
Urn  hegiiming  ^le  to  teach  me  any  part  of  the  Aoty  of  e  sea  o^cer.  Since  that  time 
it  is  wwU  known,  thero  hi«  been  no  cooapatiion  between  their  mseiis  of  aequtring  initt- 
laiy  marine  kaowledfo  and  mine. 
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If  midnight  ttady,  and  the  instruction  of  the  greateit  and  moet  learned  tea  officers, 
eku  have  giren  mo  advtnUag9St  I  am  not  without  them.  I  confeM^  however,  I  am  yM 
lo  learn.  It  is  the  work  of  man^  years'  stady  and  experience,  to  acquire  the  high  de- 
gree of  science  necessary  for  a  great  sea  officer.  Cruising  aAer  merchant  ships,  tbe 
aerrioe  on  which  our  frigates  have  generally  been  employed,  affords,  I  may  say,  no  put 
of  the  knowledge  necessaiy  for  conducting  fleets  and  their  operations.  There  is  nom, 
perhaps,  as  much  difference  between  a  single  battle  between  two  ships,  and  an  engage- 
ment between  two  fleets,  as  there  is  between  a  single  duel  and  a  ranged  battle  between 
two  armies.  I  became  captain,  by  right  of  service  and  succession,  and  by  order  and 
commission  of  his  excellency  Ezek  Hopkins,  Esq.  commander  in  chief,  the  10th  day 
of  May,  1776,  at  which  time  the  captain  of  the  ProTidence  was  broke  and  dismieaed 
tirom  the  navy,  by  a  court  martial.  Having  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  little  couToy 
ftom  Boston,  soon  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  President  Hancock  gave  me 
a  captain's  commission  tmder  ^  UniUd  SUitetf  dated  the  6th  day  of  August,  1776.  I 
did  not,  at  the  time,  think  that  this  was  doing  me  justice ;  as  it  did  not  correspond  with 
the  date  of  my  appointment  by  the  commander  in  chief.  It  was,  however,  I  presumed, 
Mtf  first  namd  eommissum  granted  under  the  United  States.  And  as  a  resolatum  of 
Congress  had  been  passed  the  17th  day  of  April,  1776, "  that  the  nomnuUum  of  captaina 
should  not  determine  rank,  which  was  to  be  settled  &^^  commissions  were  granted." 
My  commission  ofthe  6th  of  August,  1776  must,  by  that  resolution,  take  rank  of  erety 
tommisston  dated  the  lOth  of  October,  1776.  My  duty  brought  me  again  to  Phila- 
delphia.  in  April,  1777 ;  and  Pre^dent  Hancock  then  told  me  that  new  naval  comoEus^ 
tiODs  were  ordered  to  be  distributed  to  the  officers. 

He  requested  me  to  show  him  the  captain's  commission  he  had  given  me  die  year 
before.  I  did  so.  He  then  desired  tne  to  leave  it  with  him  a  day  or  two,  till  he  could 
find  a  leisure  moment  to  fill  up  a  new  commission.  I  knade  no  difficulty.  When  I 
waited  on  him  the  day  before  my  departure,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  put  into  my  hands 
'  a  commission,  dated  the  10th  day  of  October,  1776,  and  numbered  eighteen  on  the 
margin !  I  told  him  that  was  not  what  I  expected,  and  requested  my  former  commk 
sion.  He  turned  over  vark^us  papers  on  the  table,  and  at  last  told  me  he  was  Sony 
to  have  lost  or  mislaid  it.  He  paid  me  many  compliments  on  the  services  I  had  per 
formed  in  vessels  of  little  force,  and  assured  me  no  officer  stood  higher  in  the  opinion 
of  Gongiess  than  myself;  a  proof  of  which,  he  said,  was  my  late  appointment  to  the 
eommand  of$eeret  expeditions,  with  five  sail  and  men  proportioned,  against  St.  Kitta, 
Peasaoola,  Augnsthie,  dbo.  That  the  table  of  naval  rank  that  had  been  adopted  the 
10th  of  October,  1776,  had  been  drawn  up  in  a  hurry,  and  without  well  knowing  the 
diflhrent  merits  and  qualifications  of  tbe  officera ;  but  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  render  impartial  justice,  and  always  to  honour,  promote,  and  reward  merit.  And, 
as  to  myself,  that  I  might  depend  on  receiving  a  very  agreeable  appointment  soon  after 
my  return  to  Boston ;  and,  until  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  respecting  my  rank,  I  sbonld 
have  a  separate  coounand.  See  Paper  No.  1.  I  returned  to  Boston,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  I  received  ordera  to  proceed  to  Europe  to  command  the  great  frigate  build- 
ing at  Amsterdam,  for  the  United  States;  then  called  the  Indian,  and  since  the  South 
Carolina.  It  was  proposed  that  I  sboukl  proceed  to  France  in  a  ship  belonging  to  that 
kingdom ;  bat,  some  difficulties  arising,  the  skMp  of  war  Ranger  of  eighteen  guns,  was 
put  under  my  command  for  that  service,  and  to  serve  afterwards  as  a  tender  to  the 
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Indien.  Political  reasons  defeated  the  plan,  after  I  had  met  onr  nommjwioiioiH  at 
Paris,  agreeable  to  their  order,  to  consnlt  on  the  ways  and  means  of  canying,  it  into 
execntion.  I  returned  in  consequence  to  Nantes,  and  reassomed  the  command  of  the 
Ranger.  When  I  returned  from  Europe  and  my  sovereign  told  the  world,  that  some 
of  my  militaiy  conduct  on  the  coast  of  England  had  been  "  attended  toUh  Hnrnntimteef 
90  hrilHatU  as  to  exciie  general  applause  and  admiration ; "  when  the  honours  conferred 
on  me  by  his  most  christian  majesty ;  to  wit,  a  gold  sword,  on  which  is  impressed 
the  highly  flattering  words,  "  Vindicati  Maris  Ludovkus  XVL  Remtmerator  Strem» 
Vindidf**  and  emblems  of  the  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  France,  accom- 
panied with  the  order  and  patent  of  military  merit,  and  a  very  strong  and  parti- 
cnlar  letter  of  recommendation  to  Congress  in  my  behalf,  No.  2,  were  declared 
hp  titem  to  be  ''highly  acceptable  ;*'  when  I  was  thought  worthy  of  a  vote  of  thanks 
and  general  approbation  so  strong  and  comprehensive,  as  that  hereto  subjoined, 
in  Paper  No.  3, 1  was  far  from  thinking  that  such  pleasing  expressions  were  all  the 
gratification  I  had  to  expect  The  committee  of  Congress  to  whom  was  referred 
my  general  examination  by  the  board  of  admiralty,  with  the  report  of  that  board 
thereon,  were  of  opinion  that  I  had  merited  a  gold  medal,  with  devices  declarativa 
of  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  I  had  received  from  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled.  And  I  was  persuaded  that  I  should  %lso  be  promoted,  or  at  least  restored 
to  the  place  I  held  in  the  naval  line  of  rank  in  the  year  1775.  I  waited  patiently  for 
some  time ;  but  nothing  was  done  on  either  of  these  subjects.  Being  informed  by 
some  members  of  Congress,  that  it  was  necessary  I  should  present  my  claim  respect- 
mg  rank  in  writing,  I  did  so,  in  a  letter  of  which  No.  4  is  a  copy,  addressed  to  his 
excellency  the  president  of  Congress,  the  28th  of  May,  1781.  My  application  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  who,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  its  members, 
made  a  report  in  my  favour,  and  gave  as  their  opinion,  that  I  had  merited  to  be  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral.  Before  Congress  had  taken  up  the  report  an  applip 
cation  in  opposition  to  me,  was  made  by  two  of  the  captains  who  had  superseded  me. 
Upon  this  the  report  was  recommitted.  The  committee  once  more  reported  in  my 
favour ;  but  without  giving  a  direct  opinion  respecting  my  promotion ;  and  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  as  may  be  seen  1^  the  . 
annexed  copy.  No.  5,  of  that  report ;  which,  on  account  of  the  tliinness  of  Congress,, 
was  on  the  24th  of  August,  1781,  endorsed  **Not  to  be  acted  upon,**  It  is,  however*, 
plain,  it  was  mtended  to  be  taken  up  again,  when  a  proper  opportunity  presented 
itself;  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  retained  on  the  files  of  Congress.  .This  ap- 
pears also  by  the  extract  of  a  letter,  No.  6,  which  I  wrote  from  Portsmouth  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  answer,  No.  7,  that  I  received  from  the  honourable  John  Mathews, 
Eaq.  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  respecting  the  honoraiy  medal,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  my  rank.  While  my  claim  for  rank  stood  recommitted  before 
the  committee,  I  was  unanimously  elected  by  ballot  in  Congress,  the  26th  of  June, 
1781,  to  command  the  America  of  74  guns ;  (and,  as  I  was  erroneously  informed, 
ready  to  launch  at  Portsmouth ;)  on  which  occasion  several  of  the  members  of  Congress 
told  me  as  their  opink>n,  that  my  rank  was  thereby  settled  beyond  a  dispute ;  because 
the  Ameripa  was  the  only  ship  in  the  service  '*  of  40  guns  and  upwards  ;*'  and  Congress 
had  resolved  that  captains  of  ships  of  40  guns  and  upwards  should  rank  as  cobnels, 
and  captains  of  ships  between  20  and  40  guns  as  lieutenant  colonels.    There  appeared 
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§0  mtleh  fAtUdti  and  jtbfiee  in  tkat  opinion,  that  1  was  then  anil  am  itiD  incfined  to 
Mieire  it  was  not  without  good  foondation;  for  certainly  there  ia  no  compariien  be- 
tween the  tmat  reposed  in  a  captain  of  the  line  and  a  captain  of  a  frigate ;  and,  «zoep( 
in  England,  where  avarice  is  the  ruling  principle  of  the  corps,  there  ia  no  eqnalitj 
between  their  distinct  ranks.  A  captain  of  the  liXk^^must  at  this  day  be  a  tactician.  A 
Captain  of  a  cmising  frigate  may  make  ghifi  without  having  ever  heard  of  the  naval 
tactic.  Until  I  arrived  in  France,  and  became  acquainted  with  that  great  tactician 
Count  D'Orvilliera  and  his  judicious  assistant  the  Chevalier  Dn  Pavillion,  who  each 
of  them  honoured  me  with  instructions  respecting  the  science  of  governing  the  opera- 
tions and  police  of  a  fleet,  I  confess  I  was  not  sensible  how  ignorant  I  had  been  of 
naval  tactics. 

I  have  many  things  to  offer  respecting  the  formation  of  our  navy,  but  shall  reserve 
my  observations  upon  that  head  until  yon  shall  have  leisure  to  attend  to  them«  and 
require  them  of  me.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  presented  with  copies  of  the  signals, 
tactics,  and  police,  that  have  been  adopted  under  the  different  admirals  of  France  and 
Spain  during  the  war ;  and  I  have  in  my  last  campaign  seen  them  put  in  practice. 
While  I  was  at  Brest,  as  well  as  while  I  was  inspecting  the  building  of  the  America, 
as  I  had  famished  myself  with  good  authors,  I  applied  much  of  my  leisure  time  to  the 
study  of  naval  architecture  and  other  matters,  that  relate  to  the  establishment  and 
police  of  dock-yards,  &c.  (I,  however,  feel  myself  bound  to  say  again,  I  have  yet  much 
need  to  be  instructed.)  But  if,  such  as  I  am,  it  is  thought  t  can  be  useful  in  the  fbrmatioo 
of  the  fature  marine  of  America,  make  whole  my  himourt  and  I  am  so  truly  a  citizen  of 
(he  United  States,  that  I  will  cheerfully  do  my  best  to  effect  that  great  object.  It  was 
my  fortune,  as  the  senior  of  the  first  lieutenants,  to  hoist  the  flag  of  America  the  first 
time  it  was  displayed.  Though  this  was  but  a  light  circumstance,  yet  I  feel  fi>r  its 
honour  more  than  I  think  1  should  have  done  if  it  had  not  happened.  See  Paper 
fio.  8.  I  drew  my  sword  at  the  beginning,  not  aAer  bavmg  made  sinister  comdkitms 
but  purely  from  principle  in  the  glorious  cause  of  freedom ;  which  I  hope  has  been 
amply  evinced  by  my  conduct  during  the  Revolution.  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  in 
saying,  it  will  n6t  be  expected,  after  having  fought  and  bled  for  the  purpose  of  eon- 
tilfouting  to  make  millions  happy  and  free,  that  I  should  remain  miserable  and  disho- 
noured by  being  superseded,  wUkaiU  any  just  cause  assigned.  Permit  me  now,  sir,  to 
draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  following  points:  1st,  By  virtue  of  my  commission 
as  the  senior  of  the  first  lieutenants  of  the  American  navy,  t  stand  the  next  in  rank  to 
Captain  Abraham  Whipple,  who  is  the  only  one  of  my  senior  officers  new  remaining 
m  the  service.  2ndly,  By  the  commission  as  captain  under  ffte  United  Stales,  which  I 
received  from  the  hands  of  President  Hancock  at  the  door  of  the  chamber  of  Congress, 
dated  the  8th  day  of  August,  1776, 1  am  entitled  to  precede  all  the  captains  whose 
commissions  under  the  United  States  are  dated  the  10th  day  of  October,  following. 
3dly,  My  right  of  precedence  is  confirmed  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  of  June, 
1781,  appointing  me  to  the  conmumd  of  the  America  of  74  guns,  Congress  having 
previously  resolved,  that  captains  of  ships  of  40  guns  and  upwards  should  rank  as 
colonels,  and  that  captains  of  ships  from  40  down  to  20  guns  should  only  rank  as  lies- 
tettitnt  ooloiiels.  I  will  at  present  say  nothing  of  those  pretensions  which  the  finronr- 
aUe  notice  and  recommendation  of  his  most  christian  majesty  might  encourage  me  to 
fbrm,  and  Widch  have  hitherto  proved  so  fruitless  to  me,  though  similar  recoaunenda- 


timw  fitMB  CoqgVMf  to  tbAl  moimith  htre  pn»ted  fo  g^oackwi  in  fstoiir  of  thoie  who 
W«rolKMio«redwi(ktbem.  Thongh  I  bav«  <m]j  ttieatiofied  twa  things  timt  i^cit  me, 
t* «.  tlM  May  •f  a  deoiiiaB  rMpeetiDg  ^7  nuik,  and  the  htmoraiy  medal,  yet  I  hare 
OMt  wHh  Biaiiy  oHmt  huniliatiotit  iA  the  serrioe,  that  I  hare  borne  m  sHence.  I  will 
jaat  meotioB  ene  of  them.  When  the  America  was  presented  to  his  most  christian 
BMJistyy  I  pfesame  it  would  not  hare  been  meonsistent  with  that  act  of  my  sovereign, 
if  it  bad  meatiaaed  my  name.  8«ch  Httle  attentioiis  to  the  militaiy  pride  of  officers  are 
always  of  «se  to  a  state,  and  eett  ndthimg.  In  the  present  instance,  it  coold  hare  been 
BO  displeasing  circamstauoe,  hot  the  contrary,  to  a  monarch  who  condescends  to 
faoMwr  me  with  his  atteirtioii.  I  appeal  to  yomself^  sir,  whether,  after  bemg  unani- 
moasly  eleeled  to  command  the  first  and  only  American  ship  of  the  line,  my  conduct, 
for  more  than  sixteen  months  while  iniq>ec^ng  her  building  and  lannching,  had  merited 
only  sQch  cold  negieet  f  When  the  America  was  taken  from  me,  I  was  deprived  of  my 
tenth  command. 

Will  posterity  believe,  that  o«t  of  this  namber  the  stoop  of  war  Rtmger  was  the  hat 
I WM  ever  enabled  hjf  m§  cMMry  to  bring  into  actual  servicef  If  f  hove  been  instm- 
mental  in  giving  the  American  flag  some  repatation  and  making  it  respectable  among 
Enopean  natiooi,  will  yon  permit  me  to  say,  that,  it  is  not  becaose  I  have  been  hononred, 
b§  iNf  001111^  either  with  proper  meeiM  or  proper  emomragemmU.  I  cannot  conclude 
this  letter  withoat  reminding  yea  of  the  insnit  offered  to  the  ffaig  of  America,  by  the 
oeait  of  Denmark;  in  giving  vp  to  England,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  1779,  two 
large  letter  of  marque  ships  (the  one  the  Union,  from  London,  the  other  the  Betsy,  from 
liverpool,)  that  had  entered  the  port  ef  Bergen,  in  Norway,  as  my  prizes.  Those  two 
ships  monnted  S^  gans  each,  and  were  valaed,  as  I  have  been  told,  at  sixteen  hondred 
thoosaad  livres  Tonmois.  I  acquit  myself  of  my  onty  by  giving  you  this  infonnation, 
fioio  when  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  America  is  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain  t  and  I  trust  that  Congress  will  now  demand  and  obtain  proper  acknowledg- 
Bpents  and  full  restitution  (rem  the  court  of  Denmark. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sit,  your  most  obedient  and 

most  homUe  eervuBtr 

Ir  Paio.  Jouas. 

Copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  on  Csplahi  Pitl  Jones*  letter  and  others.    Endorsed 
''  August  24, 1781,  not  to  be  aoled  upon." 

"  The  oemmitlee  to  whom  were  ralbtred  the  applieatien  of  Cflpttihi  John  ftal 
Jones)  andalse  the  applktttiene  of  Captahi  Jtoiee  Niehdeott  and  Captek  Thomas 
Baud,  beg  leave  Id  report, 

''  That  by  an  avangeiMnt  of  the  eapiahisef  the  iiity  niMdi  was  adopted  by  Con- 
gress on  the  tenth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1776,  Captain  James  Nicholson  was  placed 
first  in  rank,  Captuin  Thotias  Beed  eighth,  tAd  Captafai  John  Paul  Jones  the 


''The  committee eaanei  fully  aacertain  the  rule  by  whidi  that  arrangement  was 
made,  as  tbs  relative  rank  was  not  conformable  to  the  times  of  appointmeut  or  dates  of 
cemmission,  and  seems  rqiafiiMl  «s  « tesilal^  of  C^iiS^^ 
im-    It  appeals  that  Captame  Whipple,  Barry,  HeBoek,  ahd  Alexander,  were  ap- 
peinted  eaplaiM  preview  loeMwref  the  i^plhMits;  Ctptiia  Niehtison  was  later 
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lh»a  either,  excej^iiig  Reed ;  bvtCftplaiii  Nieholeon  iiad  a  etmmwU  of  crmed  vemlf 
ander  the  aathoritj  of  the  state  of  Marylaad,  prior  to  hia  being  adopted  in  the  conti- 
nental navy*  It  i«,  therefore^  to  be  pretnmed  that  preferenoe  waa  given  to  him  on  thai 
accovnt.  Upon  the  whole,  the  csommittee  anbmit  to  Congreaa  whether  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  alter  that  arrangement  7  If  they  ahoald,  Captain  Jones  wiU  now  ataad  the 
fiilh  captain,  if  respect  be  had  only  to  times  of  appointment  in  that  grade ;  but  if  re- 
gard be  had  to  Captain  Jones'  being  a  lientenaat  in  the  navy  prior  to  the  appoinlmeaK 
of  many  of  the  other  gentlemen,  he  would  then  stand  second  in  the  rank  ofcaptaiBS, 
and  Whipple  first. 

''The  committee  also  recommend  to  Congress 'the  expedieney  of  appointiBg  a 
commander  in  chief  of  the  navy,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Ezek  Hopkins,  Esq.  dis- 
missed." 

No.  in.— page  63. 

The  observation  in  the  note  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  is  perhaps  a  superfloons  criticism 
on  Jones'  ose  of  the  term  tMkerU.  He  had  recovered,  as  I  know  from  the  best  sources, 
several  thousand  povnds,  from  the  wreck  of  his  brother's  Ibrtane  in  Virginia ;  and 
when  he  speaks  of  having  lived  upon  fifty  pounds  lor  more  than  a  year,  he  nrast  refer 
to  a  period  antenor  to  that  immediately  preceding.  It  is  not  known  whatameant  be 
bad  received,  if  any,  at  this  time,  of  the  money  doe  to  him  in  E^Iand  and  Tobago, 
mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Stnart  Mawey,  Esq.  He  was  more  than  1500  pounds  in 
advance  for  the  public  service,  befi>re  he  left  America,  as  he  afterwards  states.  Ex- 
cepting an  inconsiderable  amount  of  prii^e  money,  wrung  from  the  hands  of  mercenary 
agents,  he  received  nothing  for  his  services  to  the  United  States,  previous  to  his  relam 
in  the  Ariel,  in  1780.  There  .can,  Aerefore,  be  no  doubt  that  he  hazarded  his  private 
resources  as  well  as  his  personal  safety,  in  the  cause  of  his  adopted  country;  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  or  his  represenjtatives  were,  or  to  this  day  are,  more  fortunate  than 
others,  who  perilled  all  they  had*  in- the  qneotion  of  our  country's  independence  in 
having  the  peeoniary  account  Uquidated,  though  his  ohargea  for  disbnrsements  on 
account  of  the  government,  at  several  times  during  the  period  referred  to,  were  aM«w«d 
He  had  also  his  portion  of  continental  money. 

No.  IV.— page  70. 


In  die  early  part  of  the  Eevolvtionaiy  war,  the  marithne  flag  seems  to  have  been, 
eittier  the  eoat  of  anpa  of  the  reapective  colonies  under  whose  authority  vessels  were 
equipped,  or  to  have  d^pMided  upon  the  whim  er  laney  of  the  ooramaa^ng  officer. 
Thus,  the  brig  Yankee  Hero,  of  MarUehead,  captured  after  an  obstinate  engagement 
by  the  Milford  firigate,  bore  a  pine  tree  in  a  white  field;  and  several  fitted  out  fVom 
New  York  bore  a  black  beaver. 

On  the  IHh  of  Februaxy,  1776,  thirteen  months  <after  Manly  had  been  seduring  the 
ocean  under  authority  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  ''*  Col.  Gadsden  presented  to  Con- 
gress an  elegant  standard,  such  as  is  to  be  used  by  the  commander  in  oMef  of  .the 
American  navy ;  being  a  yellow  field  with  a  lively  representation  of  a  rattlesnake  in 
**  the  attitude  of  going  to  strike,  and  these  words  underneathj '  D<tt't  tread  on  me.'  ** 
This  was  doubtless  the  itrange  flag  of  whiflh  an  EngKsh  writer  of  tlHK  petM  speaks  itt 
the  foUowii^  words  i  ",  A  ftrange  flag  baa  lalely  appeased  m  oar  seas,  iMaffMg  li  pmt 


me  with  the  portraHsra  of  a  ratUemaikd  ooOednp  at  its  root,  with  tfaeae  daring  wortMs 
'  Dont  traad  on  me.'  We  learn  tliat  the  veMelc  bearing  ibis  flag,  have  a  sort  of  eom- 
wiwinn  ftom  a  aoeietjr  of  people  at  Philadelphia,  calling  themaelTee  the  contineHHd 
Congrew."  i 

No.  v.— page  75. 

V  The  feUowing  letter  ia  without  date,  and  the  address  is  torn  off.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing fragment, 

<i  *  «  »  «  Qoont  d'Estatng,  the  king  never  had  a  snhjeet  who  kived  him  better  ; 
who  has  a  nobler  mind,  or  who  is  a  more  worthy  citizen.  Though  vice  admiral  of 
France,  (the  only  officer  of  that  high  rank  who  has  senred  in  the  lato  war,)  he 
was  sent  oat  to  America,  with  no  more  than  the  command  of  a  Chef  d'Esoadre ;  and 
firom  three  to  foor  months  after  I  had  given  the  minister  of  marine  the  plan  of  that  ex- 
pedition. IgareteplaathelOthof  Febmary,  1T78.  That  kng  and  nanecesiary  delay 
rendered  it  scarcely  possible  for  the  expedition  to  succeed.  Yet  this  wee  no*  fcak  ef 
the  vice  admiral ;  who,  on  the  contrary  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  his  seal  and 
perseverance.  He  wonld  have  sormonnted  every  diffionhy  and  taken  Lord  Howe  in 
the  road  of  New  York,  M"  a- generous  sacrifice  €fkU  eiMi/4MlMM,150,000li9.coald  have 
induced  the  pilot  to  conduct  him  over  the  bar. 

*' The  captains  whe  were  about  him  weie  constantly  in  cabal  to  ftMtMte  his  placets, 
and  never  approached  him  with  their  advice,  but  with  a  revolting  impevtineiiee  which 
is  highly  culpable  in  the  mouth  of  subahems  when  they  speak  to  their  chief.  The 
admiral  had  pieof  that  tiiose  men  had  done  all  mtheirpower,  by  letlaffs  to  court  and 
otherwise,  to  ruin  him^  Carte  MeucAs  was  sent  him  to  |mnish  them  at  hie  pleasure. 
But  he  contented  himealf  with  showing  them  that  he  was  too  noMamhided,  to  avail 
himself  of  his  power.  He  gave  them  every  opportunity  of  distinguishing  their  zed 
for  their  country,  and  always  rendered  ample  Justice  to  their  good  conduct.  The  tMriag 
of  Grenada  is  a  ariUtaryachiefiameat  gisatai'  dmn  any  other  admiral  ^ean  boast  of  in 
the  course  of  the  last  war ;  and  if  Count  de  G  hadeupi^inted  his  admiral*  ill  the 
engagemMit  with  Bjrron,  it  would  have  been  the  most  glorious  afildr  for  the  flag  of 
France  thai  ever  happened.  If  the  admmd  did  not  succeed  at  Savannah,  it  must  be 
attributed  to  invincible  difficulties.  No  other  man  in  his  place  wonld  have  succeeded. 
He  had  been  misinformed  respecting  the  badness  of  the  coast,  where  his  fleet  were 
obliged  to  remain  at  anchor  far  ftom  the  land  in  the  open  sea,  for  foom  every  resource 
of  provisions,  wood,  or  water.  He  had  been  ofiisaifonned  reelecting  the  length  and 
shaUowness  ef  the  river,  the  strength  of  the  place,  and  the  focee  of  tiie  enemy.  When 
he  summoned  Savannah  to  sunender  h«  had  not  above  a  fourth  part  of  his  troops 
landed,  and  he  had  with  him  neither  mortars  nor  battering  cannon.  He  found  the 
enemy  much  stronger  thav  he  had  expected;  and  itwas  a  stratagem  efwarthat  might 
have  succeeded;  for  he  was  certain  that  the  enemy  did  not  know  that  he  was  not  of 
sufficient  foree  to  put  his  threat  in  esecutkm.  Nofoult  eanbe  found  with  his  condact 
on  that  expedition,  except  it  be  said,  that  it  was  wrong  to  give  the  enemy  lo  long  time 
as  two  days  to  make  Wm  capitulation.  But  to  this  it  may  be  answwed,  that  the  ad* 
mural  could  ttotpoaaibly  be  ready  in  a  shorter  time  to  assault  the  place;  wtioh  was  so 
strongly  reinforced  iflt  the  interim,  that  an  assault  nniil  have  fiuM.  Asiege,therafora« 
became  indispensable.    Thbfoyuradmudirooretlme}  bfrttfaate is  raaeanta  believe 


4^18  iUTOfPIX. 

k  wo«ld  tev«  ivefittddd,  if  ^  admM  ImmI  Bot  IbMR  fo  I 
lMiilQnQ«cltb«  |diu^  dUt kairngm^ih  %  praetioiUo  faroMh }  for  iome dlkm  Amti- 
omt  kfd  got  poiaBtiipa  «f  »  ownrowiding  bMtiM,  More  iIm  rotrwt  wm  < 
In  w&r,  the  force  moat  be  very  gnperior  that  can  inanre  miccefla.  And  even  i 
force  may  fail  throagh  eiremnatances,  without  any  reflection  on  the  commander.  Bat 
Coont  d'Eataing  deserved  ancceaa ;  and'  he  can  aay  what  no  olber  man  can  do  wh» 
aarrtd  thnoi^h  all  the  Uat  wv :  <  He  baa  had  M  advatwtameiit>  bia  wmada  art  Ui 
hononrs ;  and  the  pablic  esteem  his  reward.' 

'  Hiatoij  aayaihat  FraBcebaa  noeffioer,  whom  EngbMid  fean  aonaAidi. 

**  I  have  tba-beno«r  le«be,  4m:.  Slc 

"Paol  Jonas." 

No.  VI.— pafe  144. 

T1>o  ftXhmH  ^<»w»  ^^^  ^  fogpd  in  tha  Diplomatie  CatinapnaiifiTia  of  the  Ami- 
naan  >0fp1#iaB>  ¥oL4.  pp.  M6, 968, 969. 

[Totfao  IVasidantof  QoMgwrn] 

«*  Sm,  - 

**  Mr*  d»  Ohwflnt»  ia4a  wiH  hayia  the  hiansir.ef  pnaantinglhai  liae toyaar  ajDB8l« 
Um^y,  is  a  yn— f  ^otUieaaan  of  <gaeH«it  ebasacter,  wbaae  faihar  mm  op^  of  oar  niort 
atrty  flionds  m  thia  o«««|ry,.vhifllt  be  aianifdated  fay  ioroditbif  na  with  «  tboassnd 
barrels  of  finpowdar  aad  other  ttuUtaiy  stosea  in  1776,  baftre  we  Jbad  paandad  aaj 
apparent  BBoaaa  of  pagnnent.  Ho  baa,4w  I  iiaismtaadt  aomeidaiiMuida  to  BMhiee 
Congrsas, Urn  aafaa  of  whiehl om wiaoipaintod  wife ;  batmy  ragaad  fiir  Ibe  ftoiily 
iMbeaine  wiibtbat  thagr  OMiy  obtean  a  epoody  <wai  Jnmrinm  and  iMsk  ^^SMadUaiHsi 
aa  they  May  oppaar  to  flftoiit. 

<«TolhiatOwiIbagleanFote  fooooMMMl bimte  jnanr nnmilnaaiaa  ami  pmladioB, 
and  am,  vntbgraatfoapBot^^^kd. 

"B.  Fbavklw." 

[To  M.  le  Ray  do  Cbanmont^] 

"i>teiVk&yC36,1796. 

^  Aa  oar  iaaaoaa  aio,«t  psiswit,  in  a  aitnalion  aBfionatyiaritioal»iid  mlhMmf 
aslfaccoantableioCoBgiaasferoiory  fortof  asy  nindntt,iaB»m<oyi»BmaUoatJtt<ifllo 
of  my  eiponaaa,  I  maat  bag  tbo  favonr  ef  yen  tftooBsider  what  font  weoogbtAapof 
yon  teAiahoQoa  «id  (anMlaBabadi  lorlfaotiaio  fMtMid  loooma.  Evaiyport^ 
yoor  oottdnsft  tonrafds  ime,  and  towarda  jonr  Aasorioana  in  ^OMtal,  and  Jtt  all  oar  afittfVp 
baabaoapelifaaBdoUispbig,^  fiMraalhav*  bad  a«  opporlMi^  of  obaorving,  ^^ 
I  faMre  Bodonbtit  vOlooaiinanao;  yet  ilia  not  joaawiable  that  the  United  IHslfli 
abanldibe  nndor  aa  fpetit  an  oMigalian  4o  a  privalo  ganiioman,aatbatHfoof  >^ 
mpraaantaiivea  abaald  ooonpy,fer  aa  Jong  a  tune^  ao  tlsjiB^ja  aoat, witb  aa  wsahAni^ 
lara»  andoo ine  aooomwnrtaiions,  wiibont  any  oomponsation ;  and,iiioiriiiK^o'<^ 
tbo  rtisaptnabsiiun  of  onr  iiaastbiwiiHaoa  Ao  aao bimA,  brM^glmnm^m  fj^^ 
atlaD«neortainon.anpO«iat  and<p-tba<Qifcwrlhooinaag»#fthowMMftr>gtiBifc<«i 


IP."v' 


AmurpDC  313 


» t  ftillttaaa  wko  ha*  4Mie  «•  mdi  iv  0 
■fo«>  iiBBcwwiy  thalw>  AoiM  coaie  toMi  eciiirciiiament  upon  thii  head. 
V  A«]ra«hftTd  Miaeeowit  agiiiiit  the  eomaMmoman,  or  afaiait  the  United  Statee, 
§K  MTend  other  metten,  I  ebould  eleo  bo  obliged  to  yoa  if  yoa  woold  eend  it  in  u 
eoon  M  poeiihio,  ee  pfyoiy  dayfeBden  it  mow  and  more  aeeeeeaiy  for  ai  to  look  into 
aw  aAte  with  the  atmoit  pvaeiwm. 

^^  I  am*  liiV  with  ameh  oateeoi  aad  reipect» 

<<  Yoar  naoit  obedient  humble  aarfaiH, 

^  <'  JOBV  ADAMf  .** 

[M.le  Bafde  OhaaaMBt  to  IbhA  Adama.] 

"  PMigff,  StfL  18, 1778. 


'' I  have  reeehred  the  letter  whkh  yoa  did  BM  the  boBoor  to  write  to  me  on  the  15th 
'malaBi,  laatbig  hainiyy  aa  to  tha  rant  af  agr  hoia,  in  which  you  liv,  for  tho  peat  and 
thafitfvia.  Whan  I  iiniBtniiiii my  haaaa to  Pr.  gmnldin, and  hia aeawialoa who 
BMihtMf#withhim,IaMidiit<yaynadttiaeodthatIahoiiMo»peetaoi^ 
bewaao  I  ptaaarad  that  yon  had  need  ofaUyoarmeaaa  to  aaodto  theaaocowof  yowr 
oowKiy»orto  nlieviathe  iliatreaaai  of  yoarooaatiymen  eaoaping  ftom  the  ahatnaof 
thair  waemiea  Ipcayyottfar,  to  permit  thie  anangooMnt  to  remain,  which  I  nrndo 
i^eatAofoloof  yaaroowatiywiaadoiMaL  When  AeahaU  enjoy aU  her  iplendoar, 
aaliiaaigiiaeeoBmypartwillbeaapofflnaMoranworthyof  her;  bat,atpreaentthey 
amy  he  aatOd,  and  I  am  moat  happy  in  ofianng  ihem  to  yoi^ 

**  There  ia  aaocicaaipn  for  umiigi  ii  t^ho  inftmied  of  my  pronoeding  in  thia  raipeat 
Itiaaonmohtheworaaforthoaowho  woaldnotdo  the  aame  if  they  had  the  oppor* 
tHBi^»  and  ao  mneh  tho  better  for  am,  to  hare  immortalised  my  ho«eo  by  reoeirtag 
iafta  it  Dc  Fraaldm  asd  hia  aaaDawlea. 

^  I  hare  the  heMvr  to  bo, 
"  Sir,  with  the  moatpoifeetioapoet,  &o. 

**  Lb  Rat  ds  CauraoifT. " 


Tlmfoliuwmgiaytof  alelterfiaaithe^*Natien'aGneat,''wheeo  i 
of  half  a  oeamiy  wan  fonnd  to  be  aa  Tivid,  aa  hii  eathiMiawi  bad  been  when 
ha  anriiaflrad  in  thn  na^n  af  Hhnrty  la  ITTfi  Itwaa  addwmed  to  La  Ray  do  Ofaaa- 
,  Ea^  elMfoiaoa  Oomily,  aoa  of  the  foiMieman  hi  faeatkm. 


**  IM  Owaajo,  Jrouiiiiiii- 10, 1M5. 

^'MrDBAsSm, 

'<  Ahfaaagh  year  awn  mnoatbmnoe  of  the  aatvieofl  rendaood  to  oar  eoMo  by  the  late 
LaBay  do  GhaaaMit,  a*d  andar  hia  diioetion  by  hiaaoo,  praeladeatho  ntiity  of  any 
fivther  OTidoMO,  I  thmk  it  a  dnty,  aa  one  of  tho  fowaarritnng  witnowaa  of  tbaao 
tranaaatkma  to  add  my  teatnony  to  thoae  of  WiBiam  Franklin,  Marboi%  Lafoi^* 
lio«ae,aawiettaayoarvaapoetodftther'ameolleecioni.  Yet  I  woold  think  kaaper- 
iaana  to  enter  with  yon  iato  a  miaQte  detail  of  the  ofioita  which  M.  La  Say  do  Cha»- 
amnt  aaada  with  hia  ft^oarahle  ■tualion,  hwgo  foftnne,  remarioible  talaata,  and  «i« 
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oonaMm  moMtj,  and  oonittiiey  to  promote  the  interMt  of  ^e  United  Statei,  Mm 
the  reoognition  of  independence  by  the  French  oenrt,  and  aAerwaids,  by  his  < 
ezertionB ;  nameljr  in  the  expedition  of  the  American  aqnaditm  mud^  the  < 
of  the  gallant  Paul  Jones-'' 

An  alloaion  followa  to  the  nnaettled  nooovnt  of  M.  Le  Ray  de  Chamnont. 

I  ftate  on  the  aothority  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  fbfefoing  letter  waa  addrtmtdl, 
that  a  reconciliation  took  plaee  between  Jones  and  hims^sAer  the  conclnsion  of  the 
peace,  Dr.  Franklin  ha¥ing  brought  them  together,  in  the  presence  of  Robert  Monii, 
Esq.  at  Philadelphia.  It  was  then  and  there  made  apparent  to  Jones,  that  he  had  not 
nndeistood  how  moch  M.  Le  Ray  Chanmont,  senior,  had  been,  and  remained  w 
largely  in  advance  to  the  United  States;  and  .with  his  characteristic  frankness,'tbt 
commodore  admitted  his  error.  A  friendship  continned  between  these  paitiM 
afterwards^ 

No.  VU-pages  109, 196. 

In  a  memorandwn,  dated  at  VersaiUes,  on  the  17th  of  Jwm,  1780,  Jonas  staled 
that,  "  whantbetreaty  of  alliance  with  France  arrited  hi  America,  Congress feeliag 
the  most  liyely  sentiments  of  gradtode  towards  France,  thongfat  how  lliey  nugk  mani- 
ftst  the  satisfiietion  of  the  eontiaent  by  some  pnbhc  act.  The  finest  frigate  in  the 
sarriee  was  on  the  stocks,  ready  to  be  laanched,  and  it  was  reeolTad  to  call  her  the 
Allianoe.  M.  Landais,  a  French  sofajeet,  who  had  then  anired  in  America  fnm 
Fnnee,  as  mmter  of  a  merohaat  sUp  laden  with  pnUic  sisies,  hnd  reported  thst  he 
had  been  a  captain  in  the  royal  nary  of  France,  had  oommandad  a  aldp  ^the  line, 
been  a  chief  officer  of  the  port  of  Riest,  and  was  of  spoh  WMth  and  aslimation  fer  kii 
great  ahiUtias,  that  he  coald  haTO  had  any  henouser  aritancemenit  hi  hia  own  coaatry 
that  be  pleased  to  aeoept;  bnt  that  his  de«re  to  sarre  America  had  mdnoed  inn  (o 
laaTo  his  own  eonntry,  and  CTen  to  refose  to  rseeiTO'  the  cross  of  8t*  Louis,  tiiat  ke 
might  be  at  liberty  to  abjure  the  religion  of  his  fewftlhais,  wtteh  1m  did  aeoenlia|lf  • 
Congress  belioTing  M.  Landau  to  be  in  high  esteem  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  aod 
thu&king,  with  reason,  that  it  would  give  pleasnie  to  his  majesty  to  find  that  oneof  Jm 
worthy  snbjeets  had  been  tnated  with  distinotkin  in  America,  appointed  him  caplain 
of  the  Alliance." 

Captain  Landais  was  well  known  to  the  ciliBens  of  the  United  States, -espeei^ 
dnrhig  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  He  died  on  Long  Island,  In  theStnta  of  New  Yflfk- 
For  a  considerable  time  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  an  annual  petitisner  to  Csniia«» 
on  whose  sessions  he  often  attended,  touige  his  claim  tar  indemnity,  enaecoaiitoflDi 
portion  of  the  prize  money,  which  ought  to  have  accrued  from  three  prises  sent  iato 
Norway,  whilst  he  was  in  oammand  of  the  Allianee4n  Europe^  His  temper,  even  in 
old  age,  appeared  to  be  seyere ;  for  whilst  at  Washington,  he  could  not  avaid  UtUT 
inghis  iiritahili^. .  AfflBMiEkable  instance  of  this  unhappy  eonslitutieeal  eaaitability 
is  related  «£  him  with  respect  to  a  sMniber  of  Congcess,  wfaahad  apahsn  rather  s^fht- 
iaglyofhim.  Landais  drsssedhhnselTin  his  nnifimn^  with  ahmalUword  by  his  ^ds, 
and  repaired  to  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Representativ«%whsn  in  session;  iadiea- 
ting  thereby,,  as  well  as  in  conyeriation  with  his  acquaintanees,  that  he  was  prsptfad 
to  givf  any  gentleman  satisfactidn  who  might  be  offended .  with  him.  Heafterwaidi 
obaenred,  quoting  a  remark  asorib»d  to  Henry  IV.  of  FMnce,  that ''  if  there  ««i  '^ 
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blood  in  Coiigrefli»  be  would  draw  it."  He  affirmed  to  the  Ust,  that  be,  and  not  Jonet, 
oaptnred  the  Serapif ,  attributing  ber  surrender  entirely  to  bia  baying  raked  ber  from 
tbe  AlUance ;  about  wbicb  tbe  reader  baa  aeen  that  bis  assertion  was  entirely  void  of 
fimndation. 

Tbe  following  account  of  this  eccentric  individual  is  from  a  more  imaginative  and 
perhaps  less  authentic  account.  But,  it  is  believed  that  the  statement  is,  in  tbe  main, 
correct.  I  know  that  there  was  such  a  tombstone  erected  for  Landais,  at  the  place 
mentioned;  but  the  ground  has  since  been  raised  in  that  cemetery,  several  feet,  and  like 
him  whom  it  commemorated,  il  a  duj^aru.    At  least,  I  cannot  see  it  there  any  longer. 

"  There  was  another  Frenchman  qf  distinction,  who  used  daily  to  take  bis  solitary 
walk  through  Broadway.  I  allude  to  Admiral  Pierre  de  Landais,  a  cadet  of  the 
family  of  a  younger  son  of  the  youngest  branch  of  one  of  the  oldest,  proudest,  and 
poorest  families  in  Normandy.  He  had  regularly  studied  in  the  EcoU  ds  la  maritu, 
and  was  thoroughly  instructed  in  tbe  mathematical  theories  of  sailing  and  building  a 
ship«  although  like  tbe  rest  of  his  countrymen,  be  always  found  some  unexpected  dif^ 
fieulQr  iu  applying  bis  theory  to  practice.  For  a  Frenchman,  however,  be  was  a 
good  sailor ;  hot  in  conaeqnenee  of  his  grandfather  having  exhausted  bis  patrimony 
in  a  splendid  exhibitioi^of  £re  works  for  tbe  entertainment  of  Madame  de  Pompadour, 
be  had  neither  interest  .at4x>ttrt  nor  money  to  purchase  court  favour.  He  was,  there- 
lore,  k^p^  in  the  situation  of  an  atpkamt  or  midshipman,  until  he  was  thirty-two  years 
old,  and  was  kept,  I  know  not  how  many  years  more,  in  the  bumble  rank  of  sons  jis»- 
tmumL  Heserved  bii  country  faithfully,  and  with  great  good  will  until,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVL  a  page  of  the  mistreas  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
came  down  to  Cberboui|^to  be  bis  captain.  While  he  was  boiling  with  indignation 
at  this  affront,  tbe  war  between  England  and  America  broke  got,  and  he  seized  that 
opportunity  to  enter  the  service  of  the  United  States.  There  he  at  once  rose  to  the 
command  of  a  fine  frigate,  and  the  title  of  admiral.  Soon  afjterwards  came  the  brilliant 
^ffiiir  of  the  Serapis  and  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  in  which  Paul  Jones,  by  bis  im- 
petuous and  undisciplined  gallantry,  earned  t Ue  reputation  of  a  hero,  and  poor  Lan- 
dais by  a  too  scrupulous  attentbn  to  the  theory  of  n^val  science,  incurred  that  of  a 
eowacd.  I  believe  that  naval  authority  ip  against  me ;  but  I  venture  to  assert,  mso 
ftriado,  and  pn  the  authority  of  one  of  my  uncles,  who  was  in  that  action  as  a  lieu- 
tenant to  Paul  Jones,  that  Landais  erred  not  through  any  defect  of  bravery,  but  mere^ 
from  bis  desire  to  approach  bis  enemy  scientifically,  by  bearing  down  upon  the 
hypothenuse  of  the  pAcise  rigbt-uigled  triangle  prescribed  in  tbl  thirty-seventh 
"  manamcn"  of  his  old  text  book. 

"Tbe  naval  committee  of  Congress  unfortunately  understood  neither  mathematics 
nor  French ;  they  oould  not  comprehend  Landais'  explanations,  and  be  was  thrown 
out  of  service.  After  his  disgrace  be  constantly  resided  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  ex 
cept  that  be  always  made  a  biennial  visit  to  the  seat  of  government,  whether  at  Phila- 
delphia or  at  Washington,  to  present  a  memorial  respecting  the  injustice  done  him, 
and  to  claim  restitution  to  bis  rank  and  the  arrears  of  his  pay.  An  unexpected  divi- 
dend of  prize  money,  earned  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  paid  in 
1790,  gave  him  an  annui^  of  one  hundred  and  four  dollars ;  or  rather,  as  I  think,  a 
hundred  and  five  *,  for  I  remember  his  telling  me  that  he  bad  two  doUars  a  week  on 
wbicb  to  sulbfist^  and  an  odd  doUar  for  charity  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


316  APPENDIX* 

"  Akhongh  Congraw  vnder  the  new  eoBftitation  coBtmiiad  u  obAma  aadl  at  Im- 
ptaetrable  to  ezplaoatioa  m  they  wore  in  the  tune  of  the  •oalederatiMi)  the  admiral  kapt 
mp  to  the  last,  the  habits  and  exterior  of  a  gentlemanr  His  Unen,  tfaoogh  noC  teiy  fine, 
nor  probably  veiy  whole,  was  always  clean ;  his  eoat  threadbare,  but  sempnlovi^ 
brashed ;  and  lor  ooeasioBs  of  oeremonioos  visiting,  be  haid  a  pair  of  paste  knae 
baokles  and  faded  yellow  silk  stoekings  with  red  cloeks.  He  wore  the  AnMrka» 
oockade  to  the  last,  and  on  the  fourth  of  My,  the  day  of  St.  Lonis,  and  Ibe  anniTer- 
aary  of  the  day  on  whieh  the  Britirii  troopeevactiated  the  eity  of  New  Yeik,  he  peri- 
odically ntiHuited  bis  old  continental  naral  muibmi,  akhongh  its  big  brass  boltMis  had 
lost  their  splendonr,  and  the  skirts  of  the  coat,  which  wrapped  his  Aranken  person 
like  a  cloak,  tonched  his  heels  in  walking,  while  the  sleeves,  by  some  contradkiory 
process  had  receded  several  inches  from  the  wrists.  Hesabeisted  with  the  utmost  te- 
dependence  on  his  scanty  income,  refasingnB  presants,  even  the  aM>st  trifling ;  and 
when  my  naval  ancle,  on  one  occasion  sent  him  a  doaen  of  Newark  eider,  aa  a  amnU 
mark  of  his  reeoUectien  of  ceilain  hospitalitiea  at  the  admiral's  taMe,  when  inoaBa* 
mand,  while  he  himself  was  bnt  a  poor  lientenant,  Landma  perempterfly  relkasdIheB, 
as  a  present  which  he  ceold  not  receive,  becanse  it  waa  not  in  his  power  to  leeiprecate, 

''He  was  a  man  of  the  moe^panetiliow  ftnd  ehivalrie  bonow,  and  at  thesaaMtinM 
foH  of  that  instinetive  kindness  of  heart  and  that  naee  aense  of  propriety ,  wUdl  shrinks 
from  doing  a  rode  thing  to  any  body  en  any  eoeasion.  Even  when  he  met  kisbiaerail 
enemy,  as  be  did  sbottly  after  became  to  New  York, the  aaan  wfaoee accnsatien 
had  daatroyid  his  repatation  and  blighted  hb  proapeets,  whoae  injuiea  he  bad  ftr 
y^art  brooded  over,  and  whom  he  had  determiaed  la  insult  and  pnniab  wbenavec  he 
fell  in  with  huEMf  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  oflbr  him  any  insvlt  nnbeoomiag  a  ge»> 
tleman,  bat  deliberately  spitting  on  the  pavement*  daaked  faia  adtenary  to  i 
that  pavement  as  hia  own  feoe,  and  to  proceed  accordingly^ 

"  Thiia^  inpnrad,  solitary,  and  bonooFable  poverty,  lived  PienedaLandaia^lbr  i 
fbrty  years,  vnril,  to  use  the  language  of  hia  otwn  epitaph,  in  ^e  eigfaty-eevei^  year 
of  his  age,  he  **  di^peared"  from  tbm  bib.  As  he  left  no  property  behind  bin,  and 
bad  no  relations  and  scarcely  any  acqnaintancea  in  the  ooimtry,  it  baa  always  bees  a 
matter  of  mystery  to  me,  wh6  erected  his  monnment,  a  plain  white  marfato  slab,  which 
stands  in  the  church  yard  of  St  Patrick's  Cathedral,  in  New  York,  and  on  which  ia 
read  the  Ibllowing  characteristic  macription : 


A  fc*  aaicoias 

da 

PIEHRE  DE  LANDAIS, 

JUIOUa  COHTEB-AMUUL, 

sotervice 
DES   XTAT8   UlflS. 

Old  DispanU 

Jain  1818, 
Afs87ans. 
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No.  vm.— page  346. 

It  wooM  be  imp«fdonaMe  ttoarftiii  atiftrtf  Jaaeiy  nwjitowui  ifj^  feiiiflcMUon 
which  be  aonued  himMlf  with  vuMAgr  dUMr  e«l«l'  Mi  ««ta  braine,  or  with  the 
•MMuMO  of  the  metried  ooaauBOHi»lMM^  wMi  whielk  tti^i^^ 
■tored.  The  tbeeiniiett  awtde  to  the  twt  wflt  be  MIy  )«<alid  by  them.  One 
pieee  hat  been  loud  among  the  m Mawii|iiebefow  ttie  eottflOeiV  wiiieh  haenot  been 
pieTMNulj  pobliflhed.  The  Unee  whkh  ifet  Mew^  wjlbitua  le  ih  the  text,  were 
nnqaeftionably  made  at  thefune  of  teir  dale,  aiid>  eehae  hOM  femarked  bj  the 
ingenions  biogimpher  who  eemfcif^  «e  mdu  aeoiUMeted  alorf  eat  oTBfr.  8herbiiine*f 
CoUectioni,  are  ae  great  a  "  peycologieal  enrioaitj/'  aa  the  aingnlarlj  wild  and  beanti- 
ftd  ftagment,  entitled  Chriatabel.  Thej  diflbr,  certainly,  in  aome  atrange  reepects. 
One  18  the  elaborate  amnaement,  (ibr  Jonea  fehhia  personal  pride  qaiekly  awake  in 
ereiy  thing  he  did,)  of  a  man  who  had  laoghed  at  the  whole  Engliah  nary,  apomed 
the  illegitimate  jpivtocCien  of  France,  and  eraded  the  flnctoating  and  onintailigible 
poKey  of  the  eoentiy  into  whoae  porta  he  had  entered,  and  taken  epon  himaelf  that 
awfhl  reapenaifaility,  which  death  itaelf,  withoot  incoeia,  will  not  diaehaige.  Jonee 
had  left  Scylla  barking,  and  knew  that  Charybdiewaa  near,  when  he  aolemnly  mane* 
fiM^tored  tbeae  atraina.  There  ia  qeeer  poetry  in  6<teidge'a  aborthm;  bet  no  aen- 
aible  penen  will  erer  beHete,  Ihit  harwwte  dewa  mWSh  awake,  many  handred  lines, 
which  he  reoMmbersd  to  hare  eomposed^whOeaahep.  dewewiHgiTethelaarelto 
Jones*  so  nur  as  psycowgical  eanosines  ave  eoneanied* 

VUSfiA* 
[Wfittea  on  boaad  tiie  AlUaww  offU Aant,  the  Isl  d^of  Jamuoy,  1780,  imme- 
diately afW  eseaping  e«t  of  tte  Texel,  ftem  the  Moekadb  ofttM'Brhiih  fleets;  being  in 
answer  to  a  pieee  written  aad  seat  t»  the  Texel  by  a  yeang  Lady  at  the  Hagae.] 

1. 

¥^ere  I,  Paid  Jones,  dearmaM,  ''thekfairof  saa," 

I  find  sach  iMiIt  in  tl^  virgin  aeng, 
A  eoffal  oiown  with  bajrs  Pd  give  te  thee, 

A  car  which  on  the  warea  riioiti  smooAly  glide  akiog : 
The  Nereides  all  abovt  thy  sitle  ihoald  Walt, 
And  gladly  sing  in  trittmpfa  of  thy  state 
"  Yirat,  virat,  the  happy  Tirgin  mnse? 
Of  laMity  the  JHend,  who  tjrtaat  power  paiaaaiP 

n. 

Or,  happier  lot  I  were  fiur  Cofembia  ftee 

From  British  tyTanny--and  youth  stiD  mbie, 
Pd  tall  a  tender  tale  to  one  Hke  thee 

With  artless  fooks  and  breast  as  pare  as  tUne. 
If  die  approyed  my  flame,  distrnst  apart, 
like  fioifaful  turtles,  we'd  bare  bat  one  heart : 
Togather  then  we'd  tone  the  sihrer  lyre, 
As  knre  or  sacred  fieedom  shonld  oar  lays  inspire. 


\ 
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B«t«nMi(»«luJ  Uieii|;»ofw«rpr9riyf, 

And  «ni«l  BbUnm  d6«okto  our  land, 
For  ft^^dbm  «tfU  I  i|ivfMd  »y  fv^Olmg  Mili, 
•  r      ,  My  mtihmfh'd  iwoid  my  iigvrad  oowitiy  iha]!  oonunaad. 

Go<m,lNrifiilB«dd!  the  muMaU  attvnd 
QmmB  UkB  thin*,  and  wiih  to  be  itolUeiid. 
Trait  me,  altfaoogh  ooaveyed  tfavoiigb  thup  poor  ihUt, 
My  New-YMur'f  thongfatt  aie  gratafid  fiMr  thy  gift. 


LINES  ADDRESSED  TO  A  LADY. 

L 

MTbe^JovafionhigfaO^no^wfOM  , 

To  Ida,  ^nd  the  lair  below, 
An  hear'n  Umenti^-bat  Jano  ihowi, 

A  jealous  and  auperior  wo : 
In  Tain  to  her  all  power  ia  given, 
.    To  AmaJeweakneai  ever  dear;  . 
.  (9he  seorna  the  aov'reigntj  of  hefr'n,       «. 

^er  God,  her  Jove,  aeems  all  to  her ! 


But  when  the  Thipideier  retunf. 

And  seeks  his  skies,  (so  Honer  sings,) 
Soft  flam^  the  impatient  g^ess  burns  1 

Ql^  bastes  to  meet  the.Kipg  of  kings:    .   . 
Swift  as  |he  light  her  chariot  flies. 

Her  swifter  wiahes  fly  hefbre; 
Still  joyoas  in  the  middle  skies, 

Sba  mpets  the  cbod  compelling  pew'r. 

m. 

Prolific  nature  feels  th'  embrace, 

Snpeifpr  blossoms,  fruits  and  flow'rs, 
Spring  up— heav'n  wears  a  brighter  f^ce. 

And  fragrance  in  profusion  show!rs. 
Celestial  raptures  who  can  toll  T 

Ours  all  divine !  are  only /ett. 
What  bold  presumptuous  strains  shall  swell, 

With  transports  which  the  gods  can  melt! 


1 


A^nmnx.  OtO 


nrJ 


TiM  whMi  thjr ymnhti  fbaa^imjg^ •  T 

Brings  Fntim*9  •taadudo'^W  nkia, 
Long  absent  from  llif  Melt  «bbd«,       ^     '/ 

Casts  anehor  in  4bflr  JlrmMS  flfiriii  p  ' 
O I  thoa  more  heayenly  !— (ar  more  kind 

Than  JnnOi  as  tby  swain  than)  Jove^ 
With  Wha^  heart's  transports,  raptured  inii^  { 

Shall  tos  approach  on  wings  of  loVe  I  ^ 


TbefoDowinf  TMVM,  on  a  blade  profile,  an  withovt  date,  and  written  ob  I  know 
not  what  oeoaaion. 


Pitj  so  excellent  a  face, 

Should  in  a  shade  presenre  thy  name,  . 
Sneh  beauty,  harmony,  and  grace, 

The  painter's  softest  tints  may  clium ! 

n. 

Hie  eye,  complexion,  spirit,  air. 
In  that  Tile  profile  all  are  lost. 

Only  some  features  left !— I  swear, 
rris  not  Maria !  but  her  jghost. 

in. 

O !  did  Appetle's  genius  warm. 
Or  had  I  Raphael's  skill  divine : 

Their  brightest  works  should  cease  to 
And  Venns' porti«it  yield  <o  tbiiie. 

IV* 

They  drew  a  Nymph  they  never  saw, 
Then  oall'd  her  Love's  bright  deity. 

My  goddess  from  the  life  Fd  draw. 
And  to  paint  her  but  copy  thee, 

V. 

Carnation  and  the  blushing  rose. 
Should,  blended  with  the  lily,  vie, 

And  grace,  beyond  all  art  disclose. 
The  mild  blue  lustre  of  thy  eye. 


.^A-* 


Vl 


Witb  geaite  wimIm  fmrnfi  mfhvtif 

vn. 

4^,  ^ft  this  matc^eflf  piM»  of QiiiiAt 

Shpold  <9iDpt  me  to  idoUtaji 
Soon  MifeU  the  beath'niih  itii, 

rd  tarn  fiom  that  and  gaie  on  tbie ! 

Tin. 

Tot  M  niere  pietare  ne'er  oonld  wbow, 

Tlia  lieaT'n4Mfn  moae  ihoiild  thia  pvane. 
The  pen  be  wkli  the  pencil  join'd. 

Hie  lorelieit  Ibrm,  the  &ireat'face, 
The  hrighteat  eye,  the  gentleit  mind, 
.  And  ereiyYirtneyCfaann,  and  grace, 
Shonldbe  to  endkoafiuneconogiifd. 

X. 

Poileii^  thoB  bleat  bj  me, 

Sbonld  read  and  gaze,  and  lead  agaito; 
Flor  that  bloe  ahade  an  angel  aee. 

And,  formyihymea,  read  HomePaatnin. 


ft  #F  JLf  rwm  IfO  P  ABV  JEf 


PAUL   JONES^ 


PART  n. 


The  year  1781  was  to  Jones  a  period  of  reward  for  past  ser- 
vices and  disappointments ;  of  grateful  and  honourable  repose 
after  long  and  harassing  perplexities,  and  of  well  founded  ex- 
pectation of  a  distinguished  command  in  future.  Its  annals,  so 
far  as  he  was  connected  with  them,  may  be  summarily  recited. 
His  deputation  as  a  commander  was  exalted  in  America,  and 
report  had  even  exaggerated  his  actions.  Dr.  Lee,  who  had 
found  out  that  Landais  was  insane,  and  upon  whose  testimony 
before  a  court  martial  the  latter  had  been  broke,  was  now  pre* 
pared  to  go  with  the  current,  and  even  appear  as  the  friend  of 
Jones.  The  board  of  admiralty,  in  reporting  on  ''  the  reasons, 
that  the  public  clothing  and  military  stores  had  not  been  im- 
ported," had  stated  to  Congress  on  the  2d  November  of  the 
previous  year,  that  *^  it  appeared  Captain  Landais  regained 
command  of  the  Alliance  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Lee,  notwith- 
standing his  suspension  by  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  by  the  direction 
of  the  marine  committee,  had  the  sole  management  of  our  ma- 
rine affairs  in  Europe." 

Jones  landed  at  Philadelphia  on  the  18th  of  February.  On 
the  following  day,  a  motion  was  offered,  that  he  should  be 
directed  to  appear  before  tha^body,  to  give  all  the  information 
in  his  power  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  clothing  and  arms 
in  France,  intended  for  Washington's  army ;  and  that  the  doors 
should  be  open,  during  the  examination.     After  debate,  on 
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motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  consideration  of  this  proposition  was 
postponed.  A  regular  inquiry  into  many  particulars  of  Jones' 
cruises,  from  November,  1777,  when  he  left  Portsmouth  in  the 
Ranger,  was  necessary,  and  in  course ;  and  on  the  20th,  forty- 
seven  questions  were  drawn  up  by  the  board  of  admiralty,  which 
he  was  required  to  answer  as  soon  as  possible.  Two  of  the  ques- ' 
tions  were  afterwards  extended,  to  enable  his  formal  answers  to 
meet  every  point  of  interrogatory,  which  he  did  with  singular 
promptness  ;  but  before  such  formal  reply  was,  or  could  have 
been  rendered,  the  letter  of  M.  de  la  Sartine  had  been  referred 
to  a  committee,  upon  whose  report  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  on  the  27th  : 

**  Resolvedy  That  the  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
distinguished  bravery  and  military  conduct  of  John  Paul  Jones. 
Esq.  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
in  his  victory  over  the  British  frigate  Serapis  on  the  coast  of 
England,  which  was  attended  with  circumstances  so  brilliant  as 
to  excite  general  applause  and  admiration  :. 

'^  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  communicate  to  his  most  qhristian  ma- 
jesty, the  high  satisfaction  Congress  has  received  from  the  con- 
duct and  gallant  behaviour  of  Captain  John  Paul  Jones,  which 
have  merited  the  attention  and  approbation  of  his  most  christian 
majesty,  and  that  his  majesty's  offer  of  adorning  Captain  Jones 
vnth  a  cross  of  military  merit  is  highly  acceptable  to  Congress." 

In  consequence,  M.  de  la  Luzerne  gave  a  /e/e  to  all  the 
members  of  Congress,  and  to  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  their  presence,  he,  in  the  name  of  his 
majesty,  invested  the  commodore  with  the  order  of  military 
merit. 

The  answers  of  the  chevalier  to  all  the  forty-seven  interroga- 
tories were  given  early  in  March.  They  are  terse,  frank,  and 
perspicuous.  The  board  of  admiralty  were  in  the  same  dilem* 
ma,  as  to  the  authority  binder  which  some  of  the  deputy  prize 
agents  acted,  that  every  person  will  fall  into  on  reading  the  cor^ 
respondence  of  Jones  at  the  time ;  and  he  was  still  in  some 
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uncertainty  as  to  this  point,  in  rendering  an  explanation.  He 
mentioned  in  his  second  answer,  that  he  sent  to  the  commis- 
sioners the  scheme  afterwards  adopted  for  Count  D'Estaing's 
expedition.  On  his  right  to  claim  the  merit  of  originating  this 
project,  we  have  already  remarked.  He  would  scarcely  have 
now  openly  claimed  it  in  the  face  of  the  world,  if  contradiction 
and  consequent  humiliation  had  been  like  to  result  from  his  so 
doing.  He  coukl  proudly  say,  iu  answer  to  the  8th  interroga- 
tory, "  I  never  have  borne  nor  acted  under  any  other  commis- 
sion than  that  of  the  Congress  of  America."  He  stated  in  reply 
to  searching  queries  about  his  objects  and  projects,  that  he  had 
a  variety  of  the  latter,  but  as  to  many  of  them,  no  person  was 
in  his  secret.  His  main  and  prominent  purpose  was  to  effect 
the  liberty  and  exchange  of  American  citizens,  *<  confined  as 
pirates,  felons,  and  traitors,  in  the  dungeons  of  England."  His 
*^  second  was,  the  honpur  of  the  American*  flag."  At  whose 
expense  the  Alliance  had  been  provided  for,  he  was  not  aware. 
He  believed  that  the  American  officers  and  men,  had  received 
from  their  agents,  sfome  part  of  the  shares  arising  from  the 
sales  of  prizes  taken  by  the  squadron  under  his  command  ;  but 
it  was  their  own  private  transaction.  He  repeated  his  assertion, 
(which  he  believed,  without  evidence,  to  be  correct,)  that  M.  de 
Chaumont,  the  commissary ^  had  been  intrusted  with  funds  by  the 
government,  for  the  expense  of  the  armament,  which  he  with- 
held. He  gave  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  reasons  why  the 
clothing  and  arms  had  not  been  forwarded,  and  of  the  reasons 
for  the  delay  of  the  sailing  of  the  Ariel  in  relation  to  which  there 
were  five  or  six  very  precise  questions.  His  biographer  in  the 
Edinburgh  Life  did  not  examine  dates  or  facts,  when  he  thought 
it  necessary  not  merely  to  apologize  for  the  latter  delay  of  that 
ship,  but  to  admit  that  Jones  was  accessary  l^o  it,  after  the 
disaster  in  September.  To  the  last  question  he  replied,  that 
the  oflicers  and  crew  of  the  Ariel  had  enlisted  for  three  years,* 


'*  Or  daring  the  war^  as  elsewhere  appeara. 
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except  a  few  who  entered  at  L'Orient  for  one  year,  after  tk 
ship  put  back,  and  that  they  were  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  nothing  else  requiring  present  notice  in  then 
clear  headed  replies  to  diyersified  interrogfBtionSy  and  coropt 
cated  and  disconnected  matters,  which  has  not  been  previoudj 
explained.  Jones  was  mistaken  on  one  point  only;  and  tit 
error  arose  from  an  excitement  of  feeling,  the  prompting  casne 
of  which,  the  sufferings  of  poor  seamen,  was  a  proper  one. 
"  The  light  that  led  astray  was  light  from  heaven,''  which  4b- 
man  weakness  saw  through  a  discoloured  medium. 

On  the  28th  March,  the  board  of  admiralty  made  a  report, 
purporting  to  be  in  pursuance  of  two  resolutions  of  CangresSj 
passed  in  the  prerious  year,  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the 
delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  stores  and  clothing.     Thej  stated, 
that  the  procrastinated  investigation  had  been  resumed  on  the 
arrival  of  Jones,  and  that,  on  propounding  their  quegtioos  to 
him,  with  a  view  to  a  full  explanation,  they  had  desired  him  *^to 
subjoin  to  his  answers  all  such  matters  as  he  might  think  woan 
throw  light  on  their  inquiry."     The  questions  and  answew  ac- 
companied the  report,  with  the  voluminous  correspondence  of 
Jones,  referred  to  in  the  margin  of  the  answers,  where  imme- 
diately connected  with  them,  the  rest  being  arranged  in  four  bun 
dies.     The  board  were  " fully  satisfied,"  that  the  delay  "had 
not  been  owing  in  any  measure  to  a  want  of  the  closest  atten- 
tion to  that  business,  either  in  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  Oaptain  Jones ;  who  had,  on  the  coo- 
trary,  made  every  application  and  used  every  effort  to  accom* 
plish  that  purpose ;  but  that  it  was  owing  to  Captain  Landais 
taking  the  command  of  the  Alliance,  pontrary  to  the  exptess 
orders  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  proceeding  with  her  to  America. 
It  then  set  fortji  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial  helionlfl^' 
dais,  and  that,  after  he  had  been  dismissed  from  the  servicet  ft 
further  prosecution  was  deemed  improper ;   that  Jones  bad 
vainly  endeavoured  to  procure  an  additional  vessel  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  clothing  ;  that  the  court  of  France  had  furnish- 
ed no  money  to  the  American  minister,  to  enable  him  to  procure 
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dotlniiftg  I  that  thej  had  commissioned  H.  Le  Baj  de  Chao- 
mont  to  do  so,  and  that  Mr.  J.  Williams  of  Nantes,  and  Messrs. 
Gkmrlade  and  Moylan  acted  solely  under  his  orders.    They 
aoquitted  Jmies  of  negligence  in  suffering  the  brig  Luke  to  sail 
from  Li'Orient,  with  a  part  of  this  clothing  on  board,  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  October,  without  waiting  for  the  convoy  of  the  Ariel, 
ajB  he  had  not  been  spoken  to  by  Gourlade  and  Moylan,  and  had 
ncS  control  over  her  himself.     They  then,  after  enumerating 
the  actions  of  Jones,  reported  that,  *^  ever  since  he  first  became 
an  officer  in  the  navy  of  those  States,  he  hath  shown  an  unre- 
mitted attention  in  planning  and  executing  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  essential  interests  of  oujr  glorious  cause. 
That  in  Europe,  although  in  his  expedition  through  the  Irish 
Channel,  in  the  Ranger,  he  did  not  fully  accomplish  his  purpose, 
yet  he  made  the  enemy  feel  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  small 
squadron,  under  a  brave  and  enterprising  commander,  to  reta- 
liate the  conflagrations  of  our  defenceless  towns.     That  return- 
ing from  Europe,  he  brought  with  him  the  esteem  of  the  greatest 
and  best  friends  of  America;  and  hath  received  from  the  illus- 
trious monarch  of  France  that  reward  of  warlike  virtue,  which 
his  subjects  receive  by  a  long  series  of  faithful  services  or  un- 
common merit. 

*^  The  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  Paul  Jones 
merits  particular  attention,  and  some  distinguished  mark  of 
approbation  from  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled." 

It  may  here  be  as  well  stated,  chronologically,  that  the  *'  brave 
Captain  fohn  Barry,"  as  Jones  called  him,  and  as  he  was  at  this 
moment  proving  himself,  sailed  in.commandof  the  Alliance  from 
Boston  in  February,  having  on  board  Colonel  Laurens,  specially 
commissioned  by  Congress  to  the  court  at  Versailles.  Having 
landed  the  envoy  at  L'Orient,  he  sailed  thence  on  the  90th 
March,  and  three  days  afWwards  redeemed  the  credit  of  the 
Alliance,  by  taking  with  no  great  trouble,  a  couple  of  ships, 
which  Landais,  if  he  had  acted  consistently,  would,  according  to 
the  testimony,  have  run  away  from. 
The  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  having  been  referred 
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to  a  committee,  on  the  coming  in  of  their  report,  Congress 
passed  the  following  resolution  on  the  14th  April. 

'*  Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  be  given  to  Captain  John  Paul  Jones,  for  the  zeal, 
prudence,  and  intrepidity  with  which  he  has  su[^rted  the  ho- 
nour of  the  American  flag ;  for  his  bold  and  successful  enter- 
prises to  redeem  from  captivity  the  citizens  of  the  States  who 
had  fallen  under  the  power  of  the  enemy  ;  and  in  general,  for 
the  good  conduct  and  eminent  services  by  which  he  has  added 
lustre  to  his  character,  and  to  the  American  arms : 

"  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, be  also  given  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  faithfully 
served  under  him  from  time  to  time,  for  their  steady  affection 
to  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  the  bravery  and  perseverance 
they  have  manifested  therein." 

The  next  in  order  of  these  truly  glorious  testimonials,  is  a 
letter  from  the  father  of  his  country ;  the  man  whom  *'  modern 
degeneracy  had  not  reached,"  and  whom  it  is  foolish  to  say  that 
modern  degeneracy  has  eqt^alled. 

'<  Head  q^ar^ers,  New  Windsor,  15e&  May,  1781. 

«*  Sir, 

*'  My  partial  acquaintance  with  either  our  naval  or  commer- 
cial affairs  makes  it  altogether  impossible  for  me  to  aecoulit  for 
the  unfortunate  delay  of  those  articles  of  military  stores  and 
clothing  which  have  been  so  long  provided  in  France. 

^*  Had  I  had  any  particular  reasons  to  have  suspected  you  of 
being  accessary  to  that  delay,  .which  I  assure  you  has  not  been 
the  case,  my  suspicions  would  have  been  removed  by  the  very 
full  and  satisfactory  answers  which  you  have,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  made  to  the  questions  proposed  to  you  by  the  board 
of  admiralty,  and  upon  which  that  board  have,  in  their  report 
to  Congress,  testified  the  high  sense  which  they  entertain  of 
your  merits  arid  services. 

*'  Whether  our  naval  affairs  have  in  general  been  well  or  ill 
conducted  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  determine.  Instances 
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of  bravery  and  good  conduct  in  several  of  onr  officers  have  not, 
however,  been  wanting.  Delicacy  forbids  me  to  mention  thai 
particular  one  which  has  attracted  the  admiration  of  all  the 
world,  and  which  has  influenced  the  most  illustrious  monarch 
to  confer  a  mark  of  his  favour  which  can  only  be  obtained  by 
a  long  and  honourable  service,  or  by  the  performance  of  some 
brilliant  action.    . 

''  That  you  may  long  enjoy  the  reputation  you  have  so  justly 
acquired  is  the  sincere  wish  of, 

*^  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Geo.  Washington." 

With  such  expressions  of  official  and  pubHc  approbation  in 
his  fiftvomr,  Jones  says  in  his  journal,  that  he  addressed  Congress 
on  the  28th  May,  but  "  modestly  rested  his  preteiisions  to  rank 
only  on  the  commission  he  held  as  the  eldest  of  the  first  grades 
of  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  under  the  United  Colonies ;  because 
by  all  rule  and  example  of  military  promotion,  that  commimon 
entitled  him  to  rank  before  all  persons  who  did  not  enter  into 
the  sea  service  of  the  continent  as  early  as  himself^  unless  pre- 
ference had  been  given  to  other  gentlemen,  on  account  of  their 
known  superior  abilities,  which  had  not  been  the  case.  Con- 
gress referred  the  application  to  the  Honourable  Messrs.  Yar* 
num,  Mathews,  and  Clymer.  Mr.  Yarnum,  the  chairman,  in- 
formed Captain  Jones  that  the  committee  agreed  in  opinion,  and 
would  report  to  Congress,  that  he  had  been  very  unfairly  treated 
in  the  arrangement  of  naval  rank,  adopted  October  10th,  1776  ; 
and  that  the  conduct  andserviees  of  Captain  Jones  had  merited 
that  he  should  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral.  But 
before  Congress  had  time  to  act  upon  the  report  of  their  com- 
mittee, opposition  was  made  to  the  application  of  Captain 
Jones,  by  one  or  two  captains  whose  names  had  been  placed 
before  him,  on  their  first  introduction  to  the  sea  service  of  the 
continent.  •  Upon  this  Congress  recommitted  the  report.  But 
this  did  not,  however,  lessen  the  pretensions  of  Captain  Jones, 
either  in  the  opinion-  of  the  committee  or  of  Congress."   *  This 
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ijemark  k  yerified  by  the  acts  of  that  body.    On  the  lOdi  Jme, 
the  following  report  was  made  from  the  admuralty  office. 

*^  The  board*  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  and  other 
papers  relative  to  the  conduct  of  John  Paul  Jones,  Esq.  b^ 
leave. to  report,  that  they  hare  carefully  perused  said  letters 
and  papers,  wherein  they  find  favourable  mentioo  is  made  of 
his  abilities  as  an  officer  by  the  Duke  de  Yauguyon,  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  and  ]>r.  Franklin ;  and  this  is  also  c€»T6borated  tfy  that 
valour  and  intrepidity  with  which  he  engaged  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship,  the  SerapM,  of  forty-four  cannon,  12  and  18 
pounders,  which,  after  a  severe  contest  for  several  hours,  siur- 
rendered  to  his  superior  valour,  thereby  acquiring  honour  to 
himself  and  dignity  to  the  American  flag. 

*^  The  board  therefore  humbly  conceive  that  an  honourable 
testimony  should  be*  given  to  Captain  Paul  Jones,  coomiander 
of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  his  officers  and  crew,  for  their 
muxxy  8ii\gular  services  in  annoying  the  enemy  on  the  Britidb 
coafkij  and  particidarly  for  their  spirited  behaviour  in  an  eiH 
gagement  with  his  Britannic  fiajesty's  ship  of  war,  the  Serapis, 
on  the  23d  of  September,  1779,  and  obliging  her  to  surrwider 
to  the  American  flag." 

Other  reports  from  the  same  quarter,  recapitulatii^  the  par* 
ticulars  of  Jones'  services,  bore  unequivocal  testimony  to  his 
ingenuous  patriotism,<luring  the  whole  course  of  his  engagement 
in  the  public  service.  On  the  23d  June,  it  was  resolved,  thaC 
Robert  Morris,  Esq.  should  be  authorised  to  take  measures  for 
speedily  launching  and  equipping  for  sea  the  ship  America,  then 
on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire,  and  that  Coin 
gross  should  proceed,  three  days  thereafter,  to  the  aj^Kiintment 
of  a  commander  of  that  vessel.  Accordingly,  on  the  26th,  the 
following  entry  is  found  in  the  Journals  :  *'  Congress  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  a  captwi,  to  oomnsand  the  ship  Ajnnrica ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  John  P.  Jones,  Esq.  was  unani- 
mously elected."  Jones  says,  that  other  cajptains  had  been  pat 
in  nominatioii  against  ham ;  and  as  the  new  ship  was  the  only 
one  of  the  Upe  then  belonging  to  this  govenyli^,  the  oompeti- 


o  -  -  •.  *  I 


FAVL  JdllM.  "  S9     A  •     '^^   || 


tioo  for  tJm  command  was  in  fad  a  test  of  the  d»p<Mtkm  Coil- 
grefl9  would  make  of  the  delicate  question  of  rank.  He  ooidd 
not  but  ha^e  been  highly  satisfied  with  the  result ;  and  draws  the 
eoncloaion  that,  b^  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  passed  Ne^ 
Fember  15th,  1776,  he  held  after  this  eledion,  a  rank  equiv^ 
lent  to  that  of  colonel,  '^  with  the  exclusive  rank  of  captain  of 
the  line  ;  while  none  of  the  other  captains,  as  they  had  only 
commanded  frigates  under  forty  guil^,  could  claim  any  higher 
rank  than  that  of  lieutenant  colonel*  '^  Thus,"  he  coatimies, 
<<  Congress  took  a  deUcate  method  to  aw>id  cabal,  and  to 
do  justice.  It  T^asmore  agreeable  to  Capt|pn  Jones  to  be  so 
honourably  elected  captain  of  the  line,  t^an  to  have  been,  as 
was  proposed  by  the  committee,  raised  at  ohcei  to  the  rank  of 
rear  admiral;  because  Congress  had  not  4l|^  the  means  of 
giving  him  a  command  suitable  to  that  rank."     In  a  docuip^nt  '/ 

published  in  the  Appendix  to  |be  fitst  part  of  this  work,  his  ^ 

opinions  on  the  subject  of  naval  rank,  and  what  should  be  the 
qualifications  of  officers,  are  stated  in  full.  To  that  we  refer  fhe 
reader  generally,  as  comprising  in  substance  a  variety  of  obser- 
vations made  on  these  subjects  by  him  at  different  periods,  which 
occur  in  several  of  the  letters  and  official  communications  from 
him,  Tdiich  are  preserved.  How  much  he  had  reflected  on  the 
.topic,  and  how  highly  he  rated  the  dignity  and  duties  of  a  naval 
commander  will  there  be  seen,  and  best  understood. 

The  board  of  admiralty  was  dissolved  at  this  time,  and  Mr. 
Morris,  minister  of  finance,  became  also  minister  of  the 
marine.  He  directed  Jones,  before  proceeding  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  America,  to  exhibit  his  accounts  to  Congress.  He 
had  received  a  small  share  of  prize  money  from  some  of  his 
captures,  but  not  a  farthing  for  pay  or  subsistence  up  to  this 
period.  His  accounts  were  approved  as  exhibited  ;  '^  but,"  he 
says  '<  there  was  no  interest  allowed  for  considerable  advailces 
that  had  been  made  for  nearly  five  years ;  nor  was  there  any 
thing  allowed  for  his  subsistence,  or  the  various  losses  he  1^ 
sustained  in  the  servii^  as  he  had,  from  delicacy,  left  those 
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items  bktik  iiUiis  aqcountis/'*  He  was  personally  eaimrrfmei 

\i  at  this  time,  as  were  many  of  the  gallant  men  who  were  piitb| 

r  ^  '        at  stake  all  present  interest  and  future  hopes,  in  the  cause  of 

t  independence,  bf  the  poverty  of  the  ^oFemment.     This  wil 

appear  from  a  letter  in  the  subjoined  note.      He  observes  in  Ui 

journal,  (I  quote  from  the  original  roug-h  draft  of  this  part  ofit^j 


*  in  Jonea'  aeooont  corrent,  i  endured  to  the  marine  eommittee,  as  per  date,  on  Ik 
jMth  October,  1777,  the  balance  due  to  him,  "  excUuive  of  any  concern  with  the  tUf 
Ranger,  balance  ofwa^^es,  dft."  ia  stated  at  £1,538,  J^ennaylvaoia  cnrrency.    A  cos- 
miaaion  of  5  per  cent,  it  charged  on  the  sum  total  of  the  atnonnt  charged  igauut  tbt 
eommitsee.  In  alnother  account  rendered  on  the  1st  November,  in  the  same  year  1777, 
the  anm  of  $5,900  i«  charged  against  the  committee,  as  bountj  money  adraac^  totbt 
crew  of  the  Ranger.    There  is  another  accoant  of  the  same  date,  made  out  agiimttbo 
committee,  amontingto  f2,@91,  for  sandry  expenses  incurred  in  supplying  tliefuv^; 
enlisting  seamen,  overtaking  deserters,  personal  expenses,  &c.     In  an  accooot,  ditod 
at  the  Texel,  November  29th,  1779,  he  charges  352  ducats  for  contmgeDt  dalw»> 
mants,  100  of  which  were  paid  to  .the  Hull  pilot,  John  Jncknoa,  "  for  smart  oon^" 
The  stores  he  had  purchased  and  lost  in  the  Alliance,  amounted  to  a  considerable  itaa 
These  are  all  the  particulars  contained  in  the  vouchers  in  the  compiler'B  bands,  dated 
previous  to  the  year  1781.    Oh  the  26th  of  June,  in  that  year,  he  rendered  his  acooot 
aa  mentioned  in  Ui^  text.    He  ehtlrges  for  pay,  aa  the  senior  first  lieoteoaot  oftte 
n«v\.  twenty  <.^t»:l..r^  per  month,  from  December  7th,  1775,  to  May  10th,  1776;  aai 
ts  '^Tint'in  <n  the  n:r  .  from  that  period  to  the  date  of  the  account,  sixty  doHsn  f 
muni  1 1  rj.  ,kM^  C I  i  "i  5e,  Pennsylvania  currency.   In  a  certified  copy  of  his  accoaal 
(  i-'-iriT,  .;.  -All.  >h  it  appears  that  there  was  due  to  him  in  Pennsylvania  correoej 
/' 2,034,  he  maktif*  the  following  charge,  in  blank,  afVer  stating  a  balance :  "  To  ratioai 
from  the  7th  of  December,  1775,  to  this  date,  for  'myself  and  servant,  hanngcoio- 
manded  a  squadron  in  Europe ;"  and  thereunder  is  written,  "  Due  the  Chevalier  Pi^ 
Jones  ,"  alao  in  blank,  leaving  it  to  Congress  to  make  such  allowance  2a  tbef 

might  deem  proper.  None  was  made,  as  is  stated  in  the  text.  The  following  letter, 
written  two  daya  after  the  date  of  this  accoant  current,  will  ahow  that  Jones  wsf  is 
immediate  want  of  resources  for  personal  comfort  and  convenience. 

"Sir, 

"Inconaeqneneeof  the  Act  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  of  theS5di 
ofthia  month,  approving  of  my  accounts,  No.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,andrel^iTiDKdiea 
to  the  board  of  treasury.  Intake  order,  I  have  waited  on  that  board  in  hopes  ofreceirm 
oaah  to  the  amoont  of  £400,  to  pay  small  debts  I  owe  in  this  city,  and  defray  the 
«q;Mnsea  of  nSy  journey  to  Pertamonth  in  New  Hampshire ;  bat  the  hoard  hu^ 
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**  he  had,  like  many  c^her  support^s  of  the  revoliitmi,  hmt  bis 
l>rWate  fortane,  by  the  early  advances  he  had  made  to  the  cob- 
tinental  loan  office.*' 

He  was  assured  that  ways  and  means  would  be  provided  for 
him  to  put  to  sea,  within  six  months  firom  the  day  of  his  election 
as  commander  of  the  America.     He  conferred  with  Mr.  Morris 
on  the  plan  he  had  suggested  to  the  French  ministry,  of  form- 
ing a  light  combined  squadron  to  annoy  the  enemy ;  and  that 
gentleman  assented  to  its  utility.     The  chevaUer  left  Philadel- 
phia, as  he  expresses  himself,  '*  with  a  pleasing  hope  of  being 
soon  in  a  situation  that  would  enable  him  to  manifest  his  grath- 
tude  for  the  honQurs  he  had  received,  by  rendering  eaiential 
services  to  the  common  cause  of  America  and  France*'*     On 
his  way  to  Portsmouth,  he  paid  a  visit  to  General  Washington 
and  Count  Rochambeau,  at  White  Plains,  where  the  combined 
armies  were  encamped.     He  wore  his  cross  as  Chevalier  of  the 
order  of  Merit,  on  this  occasion ;  but,  he  says,  as  it  was  hinted  to 
him  that  he*  might  offend  tbe  people  of  the  eastern  States,  by 


eompUed  with  my  demand.  In  my  letter  to  your  excellency,  dated  the  17th  of  thi« 
month,  I  obeorred  that,  I  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  a  considerable  part  of  the  cash 
I  bad  adTaaced  for  the  public  serviee.  And  the  acoonnts  from  Mo.  1»  to  6  tneloai¥«, 
being  cash  I  have  advanced,  (a  considerable  part  whereof  from  Ibnrtofive  years  agOi) 
I  hope  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  accoants,  from  No.  1  to  6  incln- 
■fe,be  paid  either  in  cash  or  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe,  to  enable  me  to  pay  the 
debts  I  have  contracted  in  Pranee.  I  have  rnad^  no  charge  for  interests  on  the  adTances 
I  have  made ;  bat  anbrnit  that  matter  to,  Congress,  (o  allow  it  or  not  as  they  think  fit. 
I  pray  the  hononrable  Honse  to  direct,  that  I  may  be  furnished  immediately  with  cash, 
to  the  amoont  of  £400,  to  enable  me  to  proceed  to  New  Hampshire,  to  testify  by  my 
oooduei  the  very  grstefU  sense  I  have  of  the  high  honour  Congress  has  confeired  on 
me  by  my  late  appointment  It  is  iiece«Bty  alone  that  compels  me  to  make  this  appli* 
cation,  having  no  friends  of  my  own  at  this  time  in  a  situation  to  answer  n^  wants, 
and  having  failed  in  attempts  to  borrow.     I  am  with  profound  respect, 

**  SKr,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 
"  His  Ex.  Tho.  M.  Kxan,  Esq.  (Signed.)  "  Tbx  Chxvalur  Paul  Jonks. 

.  <'  PmidmUof  the  U,  Statet  in  Congreu assembled. 

"  N.  B.  The  balance  due  on  the  within  mentioned  accounts,  exclusive  of  interest, 
&c.  is  £5,413, 18s,  7  3-4d.  And  the  rations  ought  to  be  also  allowed  in  proportion  to 
eqatl  rank  and  eoonnand  in  the  anoy ,  dedntting  only  the  time  oeenpied  in  the  Jonmej 
as  expressed  in  the  detail  of  charges." 
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mntiiittiiig  toexhibil  that  article,  he  laid  it  aside  as  soon  as  lie 
had  left  head  quarters* 

He  thus  proceeds  with  his  commentaries :  "  On  his  arriTal  at 
Portsmouth,  which  was  at  the  end  of  August,  he  found  his  po- 
spects  greatly  circumscribed,  and  involved  in  many  difficalties, 
that  neither  his  friends  nor  himself  had  foreseen  at  Philadelphia. 
The  America,  instead  of  being  ready  to  be  launched,  was  not 
half  buih ;  and  there  was  neither  timber,  irdn,  nor  any  other 
material  prepared  for  finishing  her.  Money  would  not  have 
procured  the  necessary  articles  of  equipment  and  men  before 
winter.  But  money  was  wanting;  for  the  navy  board  at  Boston 
had  otherwise  applied  the  funds,  which  the  minister  of  finance 
had  destined  for  the  America ;  and  he  had  so  many  demands 
to  meet,  on  account  of  the  troops  then  detached  from  Wbke 
Plains,  on  the  secret  expedition  against  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Ytr- 
ginia,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  make  the  necessary  ad- 
vances. The  business  was,  however,  begun  immediately,  and 
some  progress  made  in  the  construction  before  the  winter. 

In  a  letter  written  by  him  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty 
at  Boston,  on  the  24th  of  November  in  this  year,  he  says  :  '^  I 
wish  you  to  see  as  well  ^s  hear  the  situation  of  affairs  here, 
that  we  may  either  adopt  effectual  measures,  or  give  up  a  fruit- 
less pursuit."  In  the  same  letter  he  mentions  it  as  a  matter 
of  reproach  to  the  serviqe,  that  the  officers  of  the  Aljiance  had 
sold  some  of  the  articles  on  board,  which  were  his  private  pro- 
perty ;  and  had  not  been  called  to  an  account,  *^  for  their  re- 
peated misconduct,  mutiny,  and  rebellion  in  that  ship ;"  and 
that  ^'a  board  had  received  with  approbation  other  oflicers, 
who  had  deserted  from  the  service  in  Europe."  He  speaks  of 
these  things  as  matters  of  report,  and  some  of  them  probably 
were  no  more.  Congress  had  far  more  important  business  on 
hand. 

The  capitulation  of  Cornwallis  in  the  middle  of  October,  and 
the  events  preceding  and  consequent  upon  it,  formed  the  subjects 
of  a  letter  from  Jones  to  La  Fayette,  a^  we  learn  from  the  fol- 
lowing reply,  dated  December  92d 
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**  X  iMiTe  been  honoured  with  your  polite  favour,  my  dear  Paul 
Jonee,  but  before  it  readied  me  I  was  already  on  board  the  Al- 
liaxMse,  and  every  minute  expecting  tq  put  to  sea.  It  would 
h&ve  afibrded  me  great  satisfaction  to  pay  my  respects  to  the 
iobabkants  of  Portsmouth,  and  the  State  in  which  you  are  for  ^ 
the  present.  As  to  the  pleasure  to  take  you  by  the  hand,  my 
dear  Paul  Jones,  you  know  my  affectionate  sentiments,  and  my 
▼ery  gpreat  regard  for  you,  so  that  I  need  not  add  any  thiqg  on 
that  sub|ect. 

^*  Accept  of  my  best  thanks  for  the  kind  expressions  in  your 

letter.     His  Midship's  (Lord  Cornwallis)  downftdl  is  a  great 

event,  and  the  greater,  as  it  was  equally  and  amicably  shared 

by  the  two  allied  nations.     Your  coming  to  the  army  I  had  the 

honour  to  command,  would  have  been  considered  as  a  very  flat* 

tering  compliment  to  one  who  loves  you  and  knows  your  worth. 

I  am  impatient  to  hear  that  you  are  ready  to  sail ;  and  I  am 

of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  unite  under  you  every  contineatal 

ship  we  can  muster,  with  such  a  body  of  weU  appointed  maHnes 

{troupet  de  mer)  as  might  cut  a  good  figure  ashore,  and  then 

give  you  plenty  of  provisions  and  carte  blanche. 

"I  am  sorry  I  cannot  see  you ;  I  also  had  many  things  to  tell 
you.  Write  me  by  good  oppcnrtunities,  but  not  often  in  ciphers, 
unless  the  matter  is  very  important.*' 

Three  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  we  find  Jones  indi- 
ting the  following  matter  to  the  anonymous  lady  in  France. 

"  t  wrote  my  iflhMKt  Jovely  Delia  various  letters  from  Philadel- 
phia, the  last  df  wt^icKVas  dated  the  20th  of  June.  On  the 
26th  of  that  month  I  wa/unanimously  elected  by  Congress  to 
command  the  America  of  74  guns,  on  the  stocks,  at  Portsmott|ii, 
New  Hampshire.  I  superintended  the  building,  which  I/gund 
so  much  more  backward  than  I  expected,  that  a  plan  of  opera- 
tion I  had  in  view  is  entirely  defeated.  I  expected  to  have  been 
at  sea  this  winter,  but  the  building  does  not  go  on  with  the 
vigour  I  could  wish.  Since  I  came  here  I  have  not  found  a  single 
good  opportunity  to  write  to  Europe.  I  have  not  since  heard 
'     from  your  relation  I  left  behind,  but  si^pose  he  is  with  the 
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I  army.  TbiarJiiftuation  is  doubly  irksome  to  me^  mf  lorely  frNsd, 

\        ^  '    '  as  it  sto^  isy  pursnit  of  honour  as  well  as  love !  It  is  now  nimz 

\  thantyi^elve  months  sind^p^I  left  France;  yet  I  have  not  recci^ 

^.       ^  •'  a  single  letter  from  thee  in  all  that  time,  except  the  one  writta 

in  answer  to  my  letter  at  taking  leave.     That  one  is  a  tender 

littMi^indeed,  and  does  honour  to  thy  matchless  heart !" 

The  ^'^alan  of  ope»ation"  was  not  only  defeated,  but  Jone? 

/  Vas  again  tobe  altogether  disappointed,  in  obtaining  command 

of  the  America,  as  he  had  been  in  the  case  of  the  Indien.     We 
I 

are,,  however,  anticipating  forthcoming  events  ;^he  unavoida- 
\  bte  fault  of  all  who  have  undertaken  a  biograj^pof  this   com- 

]  mander.     What  John  Adams  thought  of  his  plans  of  operatioa 

.  at  this  time,  appears  from  the  following  extracts  of  a  letter, 

*  dated  at  the  Hague,  August  12th,  1782. 

V  '^  The  command  of  the  America  could  not  have  been  more 

judiciously  bestowed,  and  it  is  with  impatience  that  I  wish  her 
"  at  sea,  where  she  will  do  honour  to  her  name.     Nothing  gives 

me  so  much  surprise,  or  so  much  regret,  as  the  inattention  of 
my  countrymen  to  their  navy ;  it  is  a  bulwark  as  essential  as  it 
is  to  Great  Britain.     It  is  less. costly  than  armies  ;  and  more 
>  easily  removed  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other. 

«  •  •  •  Every  day  shows  that  the  Batavians  have  not  wholly  hA 
^  their  ancient  charactfsr.     They  were  always  timid  and  riow  in 

i  adopting  their  political  systems,  but  always  firm  and  able  in 

support  of  them,  and  always  brave  c^nd  active  in  war.     They 
h  -  have  hitherto  been  restrained  by  theiR4ctti|iy.^liut,  if  the  war 

\^  continues,  they  will  show  that  they  a?^|^s^ssea't)f  the  spirit  of 

liberty,  and  that  they  have  lost  none^W  their  ^reat  qualities. 
^_  ^^^odney's  victory  has  intoxicated  Britain  again  to  such  a  de- 

gree^hat  I  think  there  will  be  no  peace  for  some  time.  Indeed, 
if  I*could  see  a  prospect  of  half  a  dozen  line  of  battle  ships  under 
if  the  American  flag,  commanded  by  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  en- 

gaged with  an  equal  British  force,  I  apprehend  the  event  would 
be  so  glorious  for  the  United  States,  and  lay  so  sure  a  founda- 
tion for  their  prosperity,  that  it  would  be  a  rich  compensation  for 
a  continuance  of  the  war. 
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**  However,  k  does  not  depend  upon  vm  to  finiih  it.  There  is 
Ynxt  one  way  to  finish  it,  and  that  is,  Burgoynizing  Carlton  in 
New  YoA/* 

It  will  be  proper  to  remember  that  the  independence  of  the 
United  States*had  been  recognised  by  those  of  Holland  in  April, 
previous  to  the  date  of  this  letter ;  that  a  commercial  treaty  was  ' 
made  in  October  following;  that  the  '*  intoxication"  of  the  peopfe 
of  Great  Britain  soon  passed  away,  so  far  as  that  can  be  called. 
aji  expression  of  popular  opinion,  which  is  not  a  direct  one ;  and 
that  the  English  government  now  began  to  give  up  the  idea  of 
i^raging  war  against  these  United  States,  because  they  could  not 
carry  it  on  any  longer. 

Jones  says,  that  the  task  of  inspecting  the  construction  of  the 
America,  was  *^  the  most  Ungering  and  disagreeable  service  he 
was  charged  with  during  the  period  of  the  revolution.  •  •  •  • 
But  from  the  beginning,  and  almost  to  the  end  of  the  business, 
he  had  a  prospect  of  carrying  into  effect  by  perseverance,  the 
plan  he  had  suggested^for  forming  a  light  combined  squadron* 
When  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Karl  Cornwallis  reached 
Portsmouth,  a  public  rejoicing  took  place ;  and  as  Captain  Jones 
found  it  would  not  offend  the  people,  he,  on  that  glad  occasion, 
resumed  the  decoration  of  military  merit,  and  continued  to  wear 
it  afterwards.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  advice  that  there 
was  a  prospect  of  finishing  the  America,  various  schemes  were 
suggesteB  for  destroying  that  ship.  Intelligence  of  this  was 
sent  to  Portsmouth,  in  cipher,  by  the  minister  of  marine; 
Captun  Jones  made  application  to  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire  for  a  guard,  to  protect  the  vessel ;  and  the  assembly 
passed  a  resolution  to  comply  with  his  demand*  None  was, 
however,  furnished  ;  and,  as  a  second  alarm  was  sent  to  New 
Hampshire  by  General  Washington,  Mr.  Hackett,  the  master 
builder  and  his  associate  were  prevailed  on  to  mount  guard, 
with  a  party  of  the  carpenters,  by  night."  For  some  time  he 
paid  this  guard  himself;  and  took  command  of  it,  in  his  turn, 
with  the  master  builders.  Li^rge  whale  boats,  with  muffled 
oars,  came  into  the  river,  meanwhile,  full  of  men,  *'  and  passed 
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and  repassed  tlie  Amecka  in  Ae  ugfat ;  bna  dared  not  kad  on 
the  little  island  where  she  was  built." 

The  birth  of  the  Dauphin  of  France  was  officially  commmtt- 
cated  to  Congress  in  the  summer  of  1782.  Public  rejcndags 
toQk*place  in  several  of  the  States  in  consequence.  Jones  did 
not  '^  let  slip  the  opportunity,"  as  he  phrases  it,  *^  of  testifying 
the  pleasore  and  gratitude  which  he  really  felt."  At  his  private 
expense  he  had  artillery  mounted  on  board  of  the  America. 
She  was  decorated  with  the  flags  of  different  nations,  displaying 
in  front  that  of  France ;  ''  fired  salutes  as  often  as  the  forts, 
and  thirteen  royal  salutes  at  the  toast  di'unk  at  a  public  enter- 
tainment, and  afterwards  continued  a,  feu  dejoie  until  midnight. 
When  it  became  dark,  she  was  briUiantly  illuminated  and  dis- 
played fire-works."*  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  addressed 
to  him  a  complimentary  letter  in  consequence.  Jones  dwells 
with  pleasure  on  matters  of  this  kind ;  and  they  belong  to  the 
reminiscences  of  the  period.  On  the  anniversary  of  our  inde- 
pendence in  that  yeai'  h6  '^  made  a  similar  rejoicing." 

Hegives  the  following  description  of  the  America :  ^*  Captan 
Jones  did  not  approve  nor  follow  the  plan  that  had  been  pro- 
posed fiM*  finishing  the  upper  works  of  the  America.  It  had 
been  iatended  to  make  the  waist  shallow  with  narrow  gang- 
ways ;  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  to  be  short,  with  a  targe 
stem-gallery.  Instead  of  this,  the  quarter-deck  was  made  to 
project  four  feet  before  the,  main-mast.  The  forecastle  was 
also  long,  the  waist  deep,  ana  the  gangways  broad  and  of  eqoal 
height  with  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle.  There  was  just 
room  for  the  boats  between  the  gangways.  A  breast-work, 
pierced  with  gun-ports,  but  of  suitable  height  for  musketry,  and 


*  In  one  of  the  manuscripts  preserved  among  the  papers  of  Jones  there  is  a  fi>rmal 
bulletin  in  French  of  this  **  oelebration  made  by  Commodore  Jones,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, on  board  the  America,  &c."  We  learn  from  it  that  three  large  lantems  west 
derised  for  the  oooa«on,  and  that  the  fire-worfcs  continned  nntU  midnigbt  The/  had 
•  veiy  brilliant  effectfrom  the  ciidunstance  that  it  was  a  very  dark  night  All  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  town,  and  its  yicinitj,  were  assembled  on  Uie  banks  of  the  river,  and 
testiied  their  admiiAtien  by  every  possible  shew  of  apfdanse. 
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oftlieBameAtrAii^aiidnalttreii  Ae  sidesof  the.ahip,  ranaM 
round  the  quarter-deck,  gangway,  and  forecastle;  so  that  all 
the  cannon  on  the  quarter-deck  and  fiNrecaitle  could  hare  been 
fought  on  one  side ;  an  adraatage  possessed  bjr  no  other  ship  of 
the  line,  we  had.  Abo^e  this  breast^rork,  the  poop-deck  stood 
onpiHars  of  mghteea  indies  long,  and  projected  ei^ht  £Mt  b^ 
fare  the  n^iaeii-mast.  Round  the  poop-deck  a  folding  breasts 
work  was  made  of  light  materials,  and  of  a  strength  to  resist ' 
grape-shot ;  and^  as  it  was  n»ade  to  ibid  do¥m  on  the  deck,  and 
oould  be  raised  again  in  a  mamite,  it  was  impossible  to  perceive 
that  the  Americfi  had  a  poop,  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  There  were  only  single  quarter-gallertes,  and  no  tftem^ 
galerjr.;  and  both  tbe  stem  and  bow  were  made  yerj  strong,  so 
that  the  men '  at  quarters  might  be  every  where  under  a  good 
corer.  The  plan  which  Captain  Jones  projected  for  the  sculp: 
ture  expressed  iCgaity  and  simplicity.  The  head  was  a  female 
figurd,  crowned  with  laurels.  The  right  arm  was4»s^,  with 
the  fdrefiiiger  poinft^  to  heaven ;  as  appealing  to  that  bigb 
tribunal  for  the  justice  of  the  American  cause.  On  the  left 
arm  was  a  buckler,  with  a  Uue  ground  and  thirteen  silver  stars. 
Tbe  legs  andibet  of  the  figure  were  covered  here  and  there  with 
wreaths  of  smdioy  to  represent  the  dampers  ^and  difficukaes  of 
war.  0«  the  stern,  under  the  windows  of  the  great  cabin,  ap^ 
peared  two  large  figures  in  bas-relief;  representing  Tjrranny 
and  Oppression,  bound  and  biting  the  ground,  with  the  cap  of 
Liberty  on  a  pole,  above  their  heads.  On  tbe  back  part  of  the 
starboard  quarter-gaDery  was  a  large  Neptune;  and,  on  the 
back  part  of  the  larboard  quarter-gallery,  a  large  Mars.  Over 
the  windows  of  the  great  cabin,  on  the  highest  part  of  the  stem, 
was  a  large  medaHion,  on  which  was  a  figure,  representing 
Wisdom,  surrounded  by  Danger,  with  the  bird  of  Athens  over 
her  headi  The  America  was  fifty  foist  six  tn<jies,  in  the  ex- 
treme breadth,  and  measured  a  hundred  and  eighty-two  feet 
six  incMs>  on  the  upper  gun-deck.  Yet  this  ship,  though  the 
hurgest  ef  sevenCy4bur  gun»  in  the  world,  had,  when  the  lower 
battery  was  sunk^  the  air  of  a  delicate  frigate ;  and  no  person 
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9t  the  diflUnceof  a  mife,  oouU  have  imagined  aheluMla  Mcoodl 
l^       .•  battery." 

'4  It  would  not  hare  been  proper  to  omit  this  deeeription  of  a 

^  ^  fine  flhip»  which  must  be  interesting  to  those  who  hare  akffl 

eooQgb  to  criticase  her  conslnietion.    As  for  tlw  derioes,  we 
are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  how  Danger  was  represented. 
It  could  not  hare  been  personified,  as  smromdingWMam ;  and 
I  was  probably  emblematically  expressed  by  flashes  of  lightning, 

Suu    Those  who  have  no  teduucal  knowledge  whatever,  bat 
^  whohavereadtheworksof  our  countryman  Cooper,  will  read^ 

recognise  in  the  picture  Jones  gives  of  the  ship  built  under  Us 
direction,  the  same  beau-ideal  of  combined  grace  and  strength 
after  which  the  vessel  commanded  by  the  Red  Bover,  and  that 
navigated  by  the  Pilot,  were  modelled ;  beautiful  in  their  pro- 
portions as  Semele,  ami,  like  her,  delivered  in  thunder. 

But  this  fair  frigate  was  not  to  be  commanded  hy  him  who 

had  watched  her  construction  for  more  than  a  year,  with  the 

'  hope  of  **  moving  the  monarch  of  her  peopled  deck."     At  the 

close  of  the  summer  of  this  year,  the  Magnificpie,  a  seventy-^four 

I  gun  ship,  belonging  to  the  French  squadron  under  the  Mar<|ais 

,      V  de  Vaudreuil,  was  lost  by  accident  in  the  harbour  o[  Bosteo. 

Policy,  and  perhaps  equity,  rendered  it  expedient  for  Congress 

r      {:  -  to  present  to  France  their  solitary  ship  of  the  line ;  and  a  reso- 

,      f  lution  to  that  effect  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  September.  Other 

motives  may. have  had  their  weight,  in  making  this  disposition 

^  of  the  America;  and  they  seem  to  be  alluded  to  in  the  following 

^/  letter  firom  Mr.  Morris,  written  the  day  after  the  resolution  vras 

fr  adopted. 


'' Marim  Ofice,  September 
<'DeaeSir, 
1^  *^  The  enclosed  resolution  will  show  you  the  destination  of 

the  ship  America.     Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  me  than 
this  disposition,  excepting  so  far  as  you  are  affected  Iq^  it^    I 
V  know  you  so  well  asto  be  convinced  thatit  must  give  you  i^eat 

pain,  and  I  sincerely  sympathiase  with  you.    But  although  you 
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will  on^ecgo  much  cpnoern  at  being  depriYed.df  this  cppoitunily 
to  r^p.  burete  on  your  favourite  fields  yet  your  regard  for 
France  t)«rillio  some  nA^fKMre  aUevifite  it ;  aod  to  this  your  good 
Sjomie  1^.  mitural^  add  tlie  deimfs  which  must  have  hf^penecl 
io  fitting  the  #hip  for  sea.  I  mwit  entreat  you  to  oontinue  your 
inspection  until  she  ia  launched,  and  to  urge  forward  tho  hmt^ 
m^s^  When  that  is  done*  tf  you  will  come  hither  I  will  explain 
tQ  yoi^  the  T^asona. which  led.to^  this  mea«wre»  and  my  views  of 
emptying  you  in  the  service  of  your  country.  You  will  on  your 
ro^tq  have  an  opporfuiiity  of  conferring  with  the  general  on  the 
l^low  you  mentioned  to  oie  in  oneofyofir  letters*"  *  •  .  •  « 
Jonpp  submitted  to^bisdiBf^pppintmentyibr  swb  it  must  have 
been,  without  any  ebullitions  of  vexation,  or  murmurs  of  disoon^ 
l|ent*  la  his  journaU  he  n^ys^  that  ^'  he  wa^  not  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  minister's  prefect  for  employiiig  bim^  after 
the  America  should  be, launched.*  Apd  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
September  3d,  after  all  the  pains  he  had  taken  for  sixteen 
months  to  finish  that  ship»  did  not  even  mention  his  name; 
which  i^tice,  it  is  presumed,  might  npt  have  been  iacoasi** 
tent  withj^ie  diigiuty.  of  that  Act,  nor  disagreeaUe  to  the  mo- 
narch who  honoured  him  mth  particular  marks  of  Ub  attention. 
Captain  Jones  had  had  before  him  no  good  prospect ;  and  the 
America  was  the  tmUi  command  of  which  he  bad  been  deprived 
in  the  course  of  the  Revolufion^  Had  it  been  possible  for  him 
'to  foresee  the  lingering,  disagreeable  sitiiatfon  that  await^  him 
*at  Portsmouth,  he  would  have  thanked  Congress  for  the  honour' 
they  did  him,  by  unanimously  electing  him  to  that  command^ 
and  asked  their  permission  to  join  the  armj  pn  Virginia,  uodk" 
his  friend  the  Marquis  de  LaFayette,  who,  by  a  letter  he  wrote 
Captain  Jones^  Decembier  2^,  1781,  [which  has  been  inserted,}, 
showed  how  glad  h^  would  have  been  of  that  event ,  and  that 
his  ideas  corresponded  with  the  plan  Cap^iin  Jones  had  sug*- 


*  It  imiit  be  remembered  that  a  rough  origio^I  draft  ii  quoted  ftx>m.    It  is  more 
lobs  relied  np^becauae it  jasQoh.       ^ 
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bttt  wbich  had  not  been  commiinieaied  to  tli^  Marqim.'  Cap- 
tain JoMS  bore  bis  ditraqipoiiitnient  wiA  AhmnMs,  and  anch^^elre^ 
the  mioister'tf  letter,  on  the  29d  of  ^pteinber,  in  a  matfn^  so 
g&UoM^  as  produced  a  flattering  answer  in  a  letter  of  the  9tii  of 
Odober.** 

The  answer  was  as  ftrflows:  "  I  have  reeeiVed  yoin<  letter  rf 
the  2ad  of  last  month*  The  sentiments  Contained  in  H  w9 
dlwttys  reflect  the  highest  honoilr  upon  four  character,  'they 
bate  ttmde  so  strong  an  impre«Hon  Upon  my  niiivdi  that  I  im- 
mediately transmitted  an  extract  of  your  Jeitefr  to  Congress.  I 
doubt  not)  but  tliey  will  tiew  it  in  the  same  manner  Which  I 
httve  done." 

Jones  proceeds  in  his  rongh  notes,  to  say,  tliat  *<he  urjfed 
fbmtaird  the 'business  of  laundtfng  the  Aiuerica,  ivrth  his  utmost 
energy,  tte  difltcoHies  were  great.  *rhe  ship  was  bulk  on  a 
tety  6maH  island;  bituated  in  the  river  opposite  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  belonging  to  the  agent  for  supplying  the  material 
Between  the  stern  andthe  opposite  shore,  vAMi  Wa^l  A  condnital 
roek,  the  distance  was  no  more  than  a  hundred  fkthoms.  From 
a'few  feM  above  the  s^ern,  a  ledge  of  rdcks  projectoll  two  diirds 
of  thedistaheeacros^the  river,  ihabing  ottly  an  angle  of  tveenty 
degrees  with  the  keel.  '  And,  from  a  small  bay  on  the  opposite 
rfiot^^  diie  tide  of  flood  continued  to  run  With  rapidity^  directly 
ovei»  this  ledge,  fir  liiore  than  an  hodi^  after  it  Was  fai^h  Water 
by  the  shore.  It  wasucc^essary  to  lanhch  etactly  at  high  water, 
and  to  give  the  ship  such  a  motion,  ais  would  make  her  pass 
round  the  point  of  the  l^ge  of  rocks,  without  touching  the  op- 
posite shore ;  which',  it  is  easy  to  perceive,  was  a  difficult  mat- 
tier.  It  was  impossible  to  fix  stoccades  m  the  river,  on  acconflt 
dftiief  cuirrentand  the  rocks.  Thtedifefet'cohld  only  be  siippll**! 
by  «dichors  and'  cables.  A  large  anchor  was  fi:ted  m  the  grorni^* 
under  the  bow,  from  which  depended  cables  of  a  proper  length 
and  ranged  in  a  manner  so  as  to  be  drawn  gently  after  the  ship* 
when  put  in  motioA,  and  with  various  slight  stoppers  at  proper 
distances^  to  break  one  after  another,  so  as  to  diminisk  bcr 


T#loeH]r  bj  d«grMi.  Whm^refy  4luii|f 'wan  |irepi|t|edt  C^il^ 
JoDM  stood  tmtke  Juffaestiplyrtof  Uiebi^w»or  gMfway  tl^ 
aseendodfiromtliegrowKl  lotbibo«roft)ie«biyb.  From  tbiit 
positioB  lie  eoidd  porfeedj  ioe  tlie  i«olioi|i  <tf  tke  jiup ;  Mi.  d«^ 
terauBo  by  a  tigiMLl  the  mfltonl  Whm  il  waayropev  to  lotfOtOM 
or  both  rf  the  aDofaon  thai  were  haog.at,  ike  hc/ffBt  aiktidip  th|. 
Odd  of  the  eaUo  tbit  <lo|>oiidod  OB  the  aaiobor  ^fiMd  io(  1^ 
oh  the  iidaiid..  The  operatk)*/ suoeoeded  petftotljrlo^tai^^^ 
and  to  the  admiration  of  a  targe  tawmUy.  of  fp$iflMtora«"  ^Tkm 
WM  tiw  Ameriea  laniudied ;  and  wettmigbt ^oflM  Imr^ve^ktfA 
the V jn; oof hm teUft,"  aflebewont  loto  nhe  waiter*  iltU  for 
thoM  who  are  eoioBftifiei  and  know  the  l0eali(i0i»to.j«iiff0>etilk 
caHy  of  the  fitneae  of  the  meamnMiopted  toiiotmdactf  b0r  intaAft 
etaneat^rerwhiohehe  ww.lobeartbelhlg^fiMoef  Jonea 
inaiiawiiiidii  highly  the  persererance  and  ingenuity  of  the  mMber 
biiUder^  M^r  Haekett^  who  had  ne^ereeeA  a  ahipof  the  Jjiat 
wlKn  he  drew  her  ploB;  and  who  had^Ho  move  than  twenty 
eavpenteriaiwork^at  angr  tiiile^  while  hilreoitatroetion  waithi 
progrees*  Heeay8»  **  the wiMrkmatwihipiwaato.<iqp>eriorto a^ 
bMbre  neen  in  naind  architeetore ;  andiil  wt(Klkl  enlb^  hayeh^ 
necoMary  that  the  Abb^Reynal  «hoiildha?e  eecta  the  Amerkay 
to  hare  itidneed  him  to  giTotb^  world  a  i^ery. different  idea,  of 
tlw  continent^  of  which  that  elegalitfllu^)  bore  the  iiame^''.  , 

The  iageof  thetwoolliei  were^^layed  on  the  poopatAhe 
hMiohi  and  Jonee, ha^ingcaHaed  the  eUp to  be  aafi^ly  iaeotf6d» 
delivered,  her  on  tlie  dame  day«  November ^kh,  t0  the  C<bei?ali#r 
de  Martigne,  ifrbo  had  edntmanded  the  Magnifique.  Me  eel 
om  for  PhiladelpUa  on  the  next  momingrand  there  leamed 
«^  tfaat'unftirefleeh  ciroaMMncee  had  defeated  the  project  Ibr 
employing  ham  on  aiMfM  expedition*^  Wheti  La  Fayette 
requeeted  him  ^*no»  to  anrite  often  in  dipbere,"  he  ezpreiaed  a 
wish  in  which  every  onov  whose  busincBe  or  pteaaure  it  'ie  to 
malmonthifiMrtory^wflleordiaiyeynipalhine.  The  Chevalier 
hinwdf,  however^-ezplaineia  the  aune  dooument  wo  have  been 
qoetinjg  from,  what  M$  secret  expedition  Wad*  Ho  says,  that 
whem  he  *'  fteMrmined' to  return  to  Amerida*  to  sabmit  his.ooa* 
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diMt  to  the  judjpMAt  <yf  Cknigr«M|'*  witktbe  hcfpe  oi  opmnaad- 
ikg  a  6diAMMd  squadron  bj  wbkshi  be  might  vnnoy  tlw  eneaqr, 
^*  ak  th« Indieii  wturtiot  thiHight  nwseBmxj  to  wunM  in  efibetuig 
tb6'  seheniei  the  king  lent  ber  for  three  jears  to  the  Cfaeralier 
delAtitembourg;  and  that  nobleinav  oonti^cled  with  Commo* 
d^*0illan,  inthtb  servfoe  of  the  StMe  of  South  Caft>lina  to 
4oittttiaxid'tbal  tihip^'^  the  prince  harbq^  bi«  share  of  the  profito 
aiArfligiVx>tti the  Mtoof  prizes.    Whenrtbe  ladien  sailed,  wbidi 
iv«B  not  unlillotog  nfter  Jones  left  the  Texel,  it  was  waAer  the 
aoridfe' of  the  Sealfa-CamKna.    She  took  Botee'tnerohaatmeii 
and  carried  tiiem  to  Havana ;  and  thenee,  on.  her  way  to 
Fbdadelphiav  j^«d  thb  cMiroy  destined  ^igasnet  Kew  nwvi* 
debM;  *v^ch  saiMildered-  imhiediateiy  to  the  Spaniih  arms. 
She  arrived  in  Fbiktdelphla  in  a  oondition  ii4doh  rendeeed  great 
teptfirB  ne^ctesary.  *  It  v^as  Mr*  Morrii^  iptention^  aceordiaf  to 
Joalesv  to  give  hiili  the  'oomMUid  of  tbis>esiel,  the  tiaieir 
wMdr  bb&  liiid  been  obah«i^ed>hatisf  neatly  expired;  the  tsnat 
c^tbo'tbattef  being,  that  she  should,  alits  expiralioii  be  deli^sr- 
edin  good'^rdefyito  a  pott  of  Franco,  and  Chevalier  do  fat  l^ 
seme  on  behalf  of  the  king  of  France  **  yielding  hie  mostreadf 
cottciirpmce.    It  was  tbisir  intention  to  join  the  Gkandaloiipe 
frigate  and  dom^  other  force,  and  put  the  whofe  undw  the  ofders 
of  Captain  Jones."    Colonel  Laurens  '*  had  made  large  a^ 
▼anees  toOemmodore -^Kilan  in  Holknd,  on  aooonnt  ef  the 
IMted  States,  on  condition  that  he  would  tran8part.ti  quantity 
ctf  ckthing  to  America,  for  the  army  under  (Seneral  Waflhiog* 
(on.    No  amoMt  hhd  been  rendered  to  the  Ohevalier  de  Lux- 
embourg of  pme  moneys  Ac.  and  he  had  sent  powevs  to  the 
Chevalier  de  Ubi  Lucerne'*  lo  insist  upon  his  rights,  lb*  Sbivi' 
on  behalf  of  the  ITnited  States,  and  the  French  ambaasador  ea 
behalf  of  the  prince,  thus  severally  uiged  demands  t^gaiott 
Commodore  CKUan,  adiov  fiur  firon  being  aide  to  meetthenit  ^ 
they  were  well  foanOed,  •<*  found  infinitodifieuky  iu  procamf 
die  necessary  funds  ifoif  repafars/'  The  two  ministen  hadthsfs* 
foi^,  ""eondtded'that  th^  State  of  Soudi  CareUna^  and  svao 
Commodore  6Kltan  himself;  wotdd  easily  eonsena  as  resign  «li 
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furthev  pK«teii8i4nlotfa» frigauin  qttMtioii.  ft  *  ^^.fFh^y  wen, 
hMreveff  mial«kfiii»  ^u>d  CoimrioiUire^GaiaD  otit-gtmnwiioi  them 
holb*  ^Wken  Ui^y  found  he  h^  got  tlM^aUpbefewithe'cfiet 
ni^wdefinae  with  bee  aumoBon  beaMjtamltkfkJiewasjatKefled 
fagrtbedieriffforaJargesttiiif&c.''  JeiiiMproeeed«te«latetHi«l^ 
ters  of  rumour.  The  commodore,  havrevbrf  aAaif 'roMainiMg 
eetveral  dajrs  en  boardt  pvooeeded  homevniff  d  bjr  landi  ead  the 
South  Catoiina  made  aail  and  ima  cafilured.  iSkm  ir^iaa 
uakielL]rireiiel»aad<hemef«diaiit  who^Mulft.her  in  HoUaad^  me 
nearfy,  if  not.  qMitSf  ruined  bgf  the  eontraet*    . 

Janes  wrole  to  the  mtnurter  of  marine  on  jlhe.39th  Iffovember, 
**  requenling  that  unleM^Coogreee  had  some  jmrrioe  oi.gtmMr 
conseqvience  lor  him,  he  might  be  ordet ed  badk  lo  Botton,  to 
emhark  as  a  volunteer  in  pursuit  of  militarjr  marine  knowledge 
with  his  excettenqir  the  Mairquia  de  Yandj^einl,.  in  osder  to  eteUe 
him  the  better  to  serv«  his  eountry,  when  Amemoa  iriMdd  in-* 
crease  her  navy/'  On  .the  same  day, .  Mr.'  Bfovris  eent  to  the 
presidfpt^of  Congress  a  wpy  <^.  that  letter  with  the  fiodowing 
remarks ;  '^  The .  present  state  of  our  affairs  does  mat  permit 
roe  to  employ  that  valuable  officBr,  and  I  coqlesf  that  k  iswilh 
W  small  dc(gree  of  eonoem  that  1 4)onsider  the  little  pnihabflitjr 
G|f  cend^ng  fats  talents  usefid.  to  that  oountry,  whidkha  hsts 
already  so  faithfbUy  served*  anid  with  so  great  disinterestedness. 

^*  His  present  desire  to  ,be  sent  with  the  Marquis  de  Vau* 
drufil  toJoii^Coimti  d^£staing  on  his  pMjjeeted  expedition  from 
Cadiz  against  Jamaioa»  4sc  consists  with  all  his.  former  eon* 
duct ;  and  it  a^U*  I  dare  say*  be  a  very  pleesing.reflectiett  to 
Congresp,  tha^  he  is  about  to  pursues  knowledge  ^  his  pro* 
ie^ioa,  so  as-  to  become  s^l.more  useful  if  aver  he  should  be 
ag^  called  to  the  command  of  a  squadron  or  fleet.  I  should 
do  injustice  to  my  own  foelings,  as  well  as  to  my  oountry,  if.  I 
did  not  most  warmly  recommend  this  gentleman  to.  the  notice 
9f  Congress^  whose  favovur  he  has  certainly  merited  %.  the  most 
sigmd  services  and  saeo^ces^"  . 

,  Congress, granted  the  request  thus  made;  and  resehredi  f*  that 
the  agent  of  marine  be  jpfermed  that  Cougnesa  having  a  high 
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of:iifie  merit  and  verviciei  of'GaftBa  J.  P.  lones^  tad  . 
Imif  idiiijtOMdtofafourtlM  eeri  tiMuiif<Mted  Iqr  libn^te  aeqaira 
knproPttiMMik'in  ^  Ihm  ivf  Jiitt  plrafestfioii^  do  gram  A^  peraw- 
Mii  wfaidi-hereqMA«^a*d4lHtt  the  tatd  ag<«iiC  be  kwtnietadtd 
rewwmtHwd  Ua>  accfirdiBgly  to  the <«oiiiiteiiaiiee  of  ins  eieeel* 
iMqf  tke  Maiv^U  dc  YaMdnieiL^'    * 

'  Jobaa  itniiiediatalf  vepairei  to  Boalob^  wkh  letteni  for  the 
MaBqam  <fe  Yaudrauitf  frooi  M iv  Morris  and  the  Ohevalier  it 
LiiaahM» '  *  Sa  ivvM-  reoerfed^n  board  <€  tbe  Triottfdiaate/  the 
Marquis'  own  ship»  with  everf  mark  of  4Utentbn^  •  Hiat  vea^ 
sel  was  rery  inaoh  orowded  by  the  army^tf  tile  Coant  de 
Soehambeauy  then  embarited  under  the  <vder9  of  tbe  BoltNi  de 
ViomMiL  ^8ii^  ^ffieera  were  at  taUe^  erety  day.  Jones  is 
particidar  in  reeording ,  that  the  Baron  and  the  Bforquis  de 
Liifwl  wiare  lodged  in  the  kurbeiard  side  of  tbe  round^ioase ;  and 
that'lbe  istaiboaid  side  was  assigned  to  him.  The  squadron, 
(MBsisting  of  tea  sail^tbe  fine,  sailed  on  Ae  24tb  of  Deeember, 
and  gaire  eonvoy  to  sereral  French  tran^MMta  and  twenty  sail 
af  nmrchantnea.  ^*  Ir  waa  the  intention  of  the  adtnind  to  go 
OffPartamoatli,  to  join  his  brother  the  Ccnnit  de  Yaudreulil,  who 
bad  in  tbsit  pott  under  bis  orders,  the  Auguste  of  80  gims,  and 
Ae  Phiton  of  74*  Wind  fund  Weather  presented  the  jnnecion, 
and  the  lAips  of  war  were  forced  into  a  disagreeable  sitUJeUion  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  besides  separating  from  the  conroy  •  Event- 
ually the  squadron  eteered  to  the  southward,  and  continued  for 
ten  days  off  the  faiarbour  of  St.  Johnrs,  in  Fwto  tLito;  performing 
various  naval  evolutions.  At  making  the  labd^  the  admiral  had 
advice  that  Admfaml  Ho<M,  with  enxteen  ships  of  the  line,  wa^ 
cruising  off  Gape  Francois  $  and'  that  Admiral  Pigor,  -tMtir  a 
greaiier  force,  lay  at  8t.  Lucca.  So  dMt  the  enemy  imagibed 
the  fbroe  under  the  Bburquis  de  VaudreuH  must  necessarity  ftfl 
a  prey  eMier  to  Hood  or  Pigot.  The  marquis  took  sixteen  sail 
of  tffanspons  witb  provisions  and  ^stores,  out  of  a  large  con1r<iy 
then  arrived  from  France  at  St.  John's^  and  bore  awaiy 
round  the  ^prsst  Md  of'  Psrte  Rieoi  Some  of  Admiral  iio(^*8 
hiok-oBt  vessdeKget^l*  ^tbe 'sqtmdvoa  itf^tbe  Moftiafiassage; 
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aad  iet  oot  immediately  ta  give  informatidii  that  the  marquict 
was  {Nroceediiig  dowa  the  south  side  of  Hispaaiola*  Thej  were 
mistaken*  The  squadron  steered  to  the  southward,  bjr  the  windi 
and  made  the  island  of  Cura^oa  to  windward*  The  rendezvous 
that  had  been  fixed  on  between  Don  Solano,  the  Spanish  ad-^ 
miral,  and  the  Marquis  de  Yaudrieuil,  at  Oape  Francis,  after 
the  defeat  of  the  Compte  de  Grasse,  was  kept  a  prc^und  secret, 
and  no  person  had  an  idea  of  the  intended  port.  The  squadron 
beat  to  windward  for  many  days,  idong  the  coast  of  fiouth 
America,  without  either  pilots  or  good  charts*  All  the  trans- 
ports were  driv^i  to  leeward  by  the  current,  and  lost  sight  of 
the  ships  of  war*  In  the  night,  the  Burgoyne  of  74  guns  ran 
on  a  rock  two  leagues  from  the  shore,  and  was  totally  lost,  with 
two  hundred  of  her  officers  and  men,  among  whom  was  the  first 
fieutenant*  On  the  18th  February,  1783j  the  Triomphante  got 
-saib  into  the  road  of  Porto  Cabello,  where  the  Auguste  and 
Fiuton  had  arrived  a  few  days  before*  The  remainder  of  the 
squadron  soon  after  arrived  safe*  The  transports,  not  being 
able  to  gain  Porto  Cabello,  bore  aw^y  for  St*  Domingo*  Don 
Sokmo  had  promised  to  meet  the  marquis  at  Porto  Cabello  in 
December,  but  did  not  keep  his  word*  He  was  superseded  and 
ordered  home  from  the  Havana  to  Spain.  It  was  also  at  Porto 
CabeAo,  that  the  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain  from 
Cadiz,  under  Count  d'Estaing,  was  to  join  them  under  Vau- 
dreuil  and  Solano*  As  neither  of  these  junctions  took  place, 
and  no  news  arrived  of  the  reasons  of  the  detention,  it  was  most 
disagreeable  to  be  kept  in  inaction,  in  a  place  in  itself  highly 
unpleasant.'^  Jones  found  it  especia%  so*  He  had  hoped 
''  to  see  war  both  by  sea  and  land,  on  a  great  scale,  and  to  learn 
at  the  first  military  school  in  the  world*  C#unt  d'Estaing 
Would  have  found  under  his  command,  in  the  West  Indies, 
upwards  of  seventy  ships  of  the  line,  which,  with  the  great 
eombined  land  army  that  was  pre^mred,  would  infallibly  have 
taken  Jamaica,  and  beaten  the  British  sea  force  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  Captain  Jones,  as  he  had  known  Jamaica,  flattered 
himself  with  the  expectation  of  having  a  place  near  that  gallaHt 
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officer,  and  that  be  would  have  been  honoured  with  a  share  of 
his  confidence.     After  much  vain  expectation  and  disappoii- 
ment,  seyeral  of  the  officer^,  and  Captain  Jones  among  oduii, 
fell  sick  and  were  dangerously  ill.     At  last  the  news  of  geoeni 
Peace  arrived,  by  a  frigate  from  France  and  Martinico.    Tk 
most  splendid  success,  and  the  most  improving^  experieaee  io 
war,  could  not  have  afforded  Captain  Jones  a  pleasure  any  wi)r 
to  be  compared  to  what  he  felt  on  learning  that  Great  Britm 
had,  after  so  long  a  struggle,  been  forced  formally  to  acknoir- 
ledge  the  sovereifnty,  freedom,  and  independeneex>f  the  United 
States  of  America.''    He  did  not  write  thus  for  effect.   He /el 
as  he  wrote,  though  at  a  subsequent  period,  as  he  had  feilt  atthe 
time.  He  wrot»  from  Porto  Cabello,  to  the  Countess  de  Livea- 
dahl,  among  his  enclosures  to  the  care  of  M.  de  Genet.    Frew* 
ladies  meddle  with  politics ;   which  Buonaparte   thougbt  a 
nuisance,  though  he  made  use  of  the  custom  for  his  own  ad- 
vancement.    Jones  did  so  too ;  and  though,  in  his  simplicity 
and  imaginativeness,  he  seems  to  have  put  himself  at  one  time,BB 
has  been  remarked,  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  tack  in  m^ 
correspondence  with  the  one  referred  to,  he  certain/y  seemed  to 
think  that  he  had  mana^uvred  himself  completely  out  o(the  air 
ficulty  into  which  this  small  mistake  had  thrown  him.     lii  1*1* 
letter  to  the  countess,  on  the  28th  February,  he  assures  her  t^ 
*^  his  principles  are  invariably  the  fiame."     He  had  learnedly 
a  letter  from  M.  de  Genet,  that,  the  lady  supposed  he  had  b<?* 
pursued  with  constant  zeal  the  projects  he  contemplated  e^^ 
cuting  in  France,  and  with  which,  all  secret  as  they  were,  ana 
though  M.  de  Chaumont  had  given  him  such  an  awful  w&f^^^i 
by  his  communicativeness  not  to  divulge  them,  he  had  iximB 
the  fair  lady  acquainted*   He  said,  *'  I  hope  to  return  to  Francei 
and  am  persuaded  you  will  rather  feel  compassion  for  mj  d^^ 
appointment,  than  withdraw  from  me  any  part  of  your  esteem- 
The  letter  was  polite  and  politic.     In  his  epistle  to  M.  de  Ga^^^' 
he  returns   his  respectful  cooipliments  to  Miss  Edes.    Thflt 
lady  could  not,  therefore}  have  been  accessary  to  the  ne^^^^' 
per  reports  in  London,  of  the  chevalier's  movetnents  ftl  ct^i^  *^ 
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XT79 ;  and  tbey  were  all,  probablyi  '^  soeh  stuff  ob  dreams  are 
made  <rfl"  At  the  same  time,  under  eover  to  M.  de  Genet,  he 
transmitted  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Castries,  to  be  flubmitted 
to  the  inspection  of  the  fair  countess,  giving  an  account  of  his 
pooition,  and  in  good  set  terms,  requesting  to  be  held  in  re- 
membrance by  his  mo^t  christian  majesty. 

He  also  wrote  to  the  Due  de  la  Rochefoueault,  from  Porto 
Cabello,  cm  the  27th  February,  giving  an  account  of  the  circum- 
stances which  had  placed  him  in  the  squadron.     This  letter 
contains  the  following  remarks :  ^*  The  Enf^ish  aflSeurs  seem  in 
BO  bad  a  situation  in  the  East  Indies,  that  I  think  even  the 
most  sanguine  among  jthem  can  expect  no  manner  of  advantage 
for  continuing  the  war ;  for,  as  Spain  has  at  last  wisely  aban- 
doned the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  and,  as  we  are  uAd,  doubled  her 
ships  with  copper,  I  cannot  think  the  English  so  blind  as  not  to 
see  the  great  risk  they  run  of  being  as  effectually  humbled  by 
sea,  as  they  are  by  land,  should  they  neglect  the  present  mo- 
ment to  make  their  peace.  •  •  •  •  I  most  ardently  wish  for 
peace ;  for,  humanity  tells  me  there  has  been  too  much  blood 
spilt  already.    I  am  in  hopes  to  have  the  happiness,  soon  after 
the  war,  to  revisit  France.*' 

On  the  same  day  of  the  month,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Morris,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  squadron,  and  making 
remarks  on  the  prospect  of  peace  to  the  same  effect  as  those 
above'  quoted.  He  says :  ^^  I  have  already  received  much 
usefal  inf<»ination  since  I  embarked,  and  am.  on  such  happy 
tenns  with  the  admiral  and  officers,  both  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
that  I  have  nothing  to  wish  from  them.  Deeply  sensible  how 
highly  favoured  I  am,  in  being  thus  placed,  I  beg  you  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  Congress  on  the  occasion,  and  U>  the  Chevalier 
de  Luzerne.  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  is  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  general,. and  now  carries  a  vice  admiral's 
flag*  There  are  many  other  promotions  in  the  squadron.'^ 
On  the  15th  March,  writing  to  La  Fayette,  be  expressed  him- 
self in  like  terms  to  those  in  his  letter  to  the  Due  de  la  Roche- 
foueault, in  relation  to  bis  losing  the  command  of  the  America, 
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and  the  attention  paid  to  biipon  board  of  ike  Trkimphimte,iaf 
by  the  officers  of  the  whole  fleet.      He  adds :  ''  I  am  rcd^ 
happy«to  hear  that  justice  has  been  rendered  by  his  majeitj  to 
SMch  distingoished  worth  and  exertion  as  yours.    No  less  indeed 
could  be  expected  from  such  a  prince  to  such  a  sulyect.    We 
hear  you  are  at  Cadiz,  in  order  to  embark  wkh  his  ezeeOen^ 
Count  D'Estaing.     This  would  afford  me  the  greatest  pleasure, 
did  not  my  love  of  glory  give  place  to  my  more  ardent  wiiii  br 
peace,  and  that  you  might  have  the  happiness  to  carry  over  tke 
olive  branch,  to  a  country  that  already  owes  you  so  miiciL  grati- 
tude.   Humanity  hastteed  of  peace ;  but,  though  I  was  led  iv 
expect  it  from  the  late  speech  (from  the  tjirone,)  I  begin  to  fm 
it  is  yet  at  some  distance.    There  seenas  $o  be  a  maBgmijm 
the  English  blood,  which  cannot  be  cured  tiO,  in  mercy  to  the 
rest  (rf*  mankind,  it  is  let  out,  that  the  disease  may  not  boooie 
epidemical.    I  pray  you  to  present  my  mqet  reapectful  eonpii- 
ments  to  the  Count  D'Estaing.    If  the  war  ooatinues,  I  bope 
for  the  honour  (rf*  making  the  campaign  under  his  orders.'* 

■  The  country  where  he  had  been  stigmatized  as  a  pirate  asl 
traitor,  could  not  expect  complimentary  language  irom  tk 
chevalier.  Yet  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  he  i^ 
more  than  he  meant  to  imply.  The  blood  of  old  England  is 
good  enough— ihere  is  non^  better.  But  humbled  natkwBl 
pride  is  not  soon  silent  under  its  mortification ;  and  half  a 
century  after  this  period  we  find  it  expressing  itself  tiuvogk 
the  tcmgues  and  pens  of  hirelings  and  vagabonds,  in  nnmeaniiV 
sneers  at  institutions  not  understood,  and  manners  and  customs 
misrepresented. 

Did  Jones  long  for  peace  or  war  f  Did  his  inclination  poQOt 
to  that  fSeur  France,  where  the  plaudits  of  a  brilhant  court,  the 
notice  of  royalty,  the  friendship  of  nobles,  and  the  presentatioo 
of  the'sword  and  star,  had  made  him  so  happy  f  Or  to  the  iasd 
fbr  which  he  had  fought,  and  which  was  too  poor  to  gire  ioa 
the  command  of  a  ship  of  the  hne  f  He  did  not  know  himsdf* 
On  the  10th  of  March,  he  thus  wrote  to  John  Ross,  Esq.  io  tke 
United  States.    ''  I  had,  my  dear  friend,  the  honour  to  write  to 
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yoa  fiom  oil  boudtlM  drip,  while  MilipgMft  of  the  JwrboiuroC 
BcMEUmt  tiie  2itk  December.    I  mentioMd  to  70U  ie  thi^  letter 
ney  wiek  respec^ng  4he  psfciuwe  of  a  oonfiscated  estate,  aitii- 
«ted  between  two  navigalble  nrenii  a  fittle  abo?e  Newark,  witbia 
eiglit  or  tea  miles  of  New  Ycvk,  aad  formerly  owned  by  one 
Edwards,*  who  has  been  killed^    I  was  told  it  ccmtains  a  large 
tract  of  exs^ent  Jand,  which  was  rained  btfore  the  revolutien, 
at  i£8,000,  but  would  be  sold  for  a  fkNurtb  part  (rf*  that  sum.    Ae 
New  York  wfll  probably  be  one  of  eur  first  naval  pcnrts,  the  prox- 
imity of  that  estate  made  me  the  more  desirous  to  own  it.    If» 
therefiMe,  you  should  find  on  inquiry  that  I  have  btai  rij^hitly* 
mformed,  and  if  you  can^tum  the  merchandise  in  your  head  into 
money,  to  answer  for  the  purchase,  I  pray  you  to  act  for  me  as 
you  would  for  yourself  on  the  occasion.    We  hare  as  yet  no 
certain  news  from  Europe,  &c-    If  the  peace  should,  as  I  wish 
it  may,  be  omduded,  I  wish  to  establish  myself  on  a  pfcKC  I  can 
caU  my  own,  and  to  offer  my  hand  to  aome  fair  daughter  of 
liberty.    B^  en  die  contrary.  Count  D'Estaing  should  come  out 
with  fifty  sail  of  the  fine,  copper  sheathed,  and  18,000  troops,  I 
shall  ha?e  tastructions  at  the  greatest  military  school  in  the 
world,  and  I  can  hare  no-doubt  of  finding  opportunity  of  efifect- 
iag  the  business  we  talked  over  at  parting.    Mr.  Morris,  I  am 
assmred,  will  not  in  that  case  let  slip  the  occasion;  and  I  am 
weO  persuaded,  you  will  also  take  the  necessary  steps."     We 
wiB  take  the  cbcTaber's  werd,  that  he  had  no  existkig  attachawnt 
or  Um$om  in  France,  which  prevented  his  offering  himsdf  to 
*^  some  &ir  daughter  of  liberty." 

The  news  of  peace  arrived,  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  the 
sqoadrott  saSed  from  Fbrto  CabeHo  on  the  8th  of  Ipril,  the  day 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  AAer  a  passage  of  eight  days, 
it  arrrred  at  Cape  Friui9ois,  where  the  Spanish  fleet  had  arrived 
a  few  days  before.  J(mes  received  ^<  particular  marks  of  atten-' 
tien  from  the  governor,  M.  de  Bellecombe,  as  well  as  from  Don 
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Oalrez  and  the  SpAiuflh  admiral;  He  embraiced  the  firsi  istppo^ 
tunity  of  a  Teasel  bound  for  Atrierica,  and  arrnred  at  Philad^ 
fbiB.  on  the  18th  of  Mfiy*  The  letters  of  which  he  was  the 
beared  to  the  different  funetionarieB  Bt  home,  were  such  as  mint 
haye  been  most  gratifybg  to  him.  The  Marquis  ^e  Yaodrenil 
m  writing  to  the  Cheyalier  de  Luzerne,  thus  expressed  faimfielf : 
^^  M.  Paul  Jones,  who  embarked  with^me,  ;retnrns  to  his  beloved 
country.  I  was  very  glad  to  hare  him.  His  well  deserred 
reputation  caused  me  to  aoeej)t  his  company  with  mueh  plear 
sure;  and  I  had  no  doubt  that  we  should  meet  with  some  occa- 
1»ions  in  which  his  talents  might  be  displayed.  But  peaee,  flat 
which  I  cannot  but  rejoice,  interposes  an  obstade  which  renders 
our  sepai^ition  necessary.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  pray  you  to  recom- 
mend him  to  his  chiefs.  The  particular  acquaintance  I  hare 
formed  with  him,  since  he  has  been  on  bpard  ef  the  Triottphante 
makes  m^  take  alivety  interest  in  his  fortunes;  and  I  shall  fed 
much'  oUiged,  if  you  can  find  means  of  doing  him  serricesJ' 
The  Baron  de  Viomenil,  commander  of  the  land  army  on  boaid 
of  the  scpiadron,  wrote  as  follows  to  the  ambassador. 

^  H.  Paul  Jones,  who  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  to 
you,  sir,  this  letter,  has  for  five  months  deported  himself  among 
ms  with  such  wisdom  and  modesty  as  add  infinitely  to  therrepu- 
tation  gained  by  hb  courage  and  exploits.  I  have  reason  to 
belieye  that  he  has  preserved  as  much  the  feeling  of  gratitude 
and  attachment  toward^  France,  as  of  patriotism  and  devotioa 
to  the  cause  of  America.  Such  being  his  titles  to  attentioo,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  his  interestSi  near  the 
president  and  Congress."  The  admiral  wrote  directly  to  Mr. 
Morris,  to  the  same  effect,  expressing  bis  desire  for  the  pros- 
perity of  ^*.€e  hra/ce  et  hanaete  hmme*'* 

The  iU  health  which  Jones  speaks  of,  continued  when  he 
arrived  at  Philadelphia.  He  suffered  from  a  Yiolent  intermit- 
ting fev^,  and  spent  the  summer  at  Bethlehem,  where  he  had 
the  benefit  of  the  cold  bath.  The  idea  of  living  on  a  fine  farm 
in  New  Jersey,  near  a  city  whose  future  growth  and  commer- 
cial prosperity  he  shrewdly  foresaw,  with  some  fisur  '^  daughter 
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of  Kberty*'  as  the  matron  head  of  the  eitablishment,  *'  in  calm 
contemplation  and  poetic  ease,"  must,  no  doubt,  have  been  a 
vision  which  floated  gratefully  before  his  mind  during  momentii 
of  languor  and  uncertahity  at  Porto  Cabello.  It  faded  into  thin 
air.  He  could*not  realize  the  amounts  due  to  him  from  various 
quarters.  Mr.  Barday,  the  consul  general  of  Frtoce,  had  ob- 
tained no  settlement  of  the  prize  money  remaining  due  to  the 
officers  and  crews  of  th^  squadiron  he  last  commanded,  in  which 
he  was  so  considerably  interested.  On  his  application,  Con- 
gress passed  an  Act  on  the  1st  November,  appointing  him  agent 
for  all  prizes,  taken  in  Europe  under  his  own  command.  •  •  •  * 
He  lodged  bonds  with  the  minister  of  finance,  to  the  amount  of 
$200,000,  to  transmit  to  the  continental  treasury  all  the  money" 
he  should  recover,  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  America,  who 
had  served  under  his  command  in  Eui^pe ;  to  be  from  thence 
paid  to  them  individually  by  the  minister.  He  chose  to  put  the 
business  on  that  footing,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  re- 
proach.* He  sailed  the  10th  of  November  from  Philadelphia, 
in  the  Washington  packet,  for  France ;  and  after  a  passage  of 
twenty  days,  landed  at  Plymouth  in  England ;  the  packet  having 
put  in  there,  as  the  wind  was  unfavourable  for  Havre  de  Grace, 
the  port  of  her  destination.  Having  the  public  despatches  in 
Us  charge,  be  set  out  immediately  in  a  post  chaise ;  and  find- 
ing Mr.  Adams,  minister  plenipotentiary  for  Holland,  at  London, 
who  was  persuaded  that  (be  packets  for  Dr.  FrankUn  contained 
a  commission  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  England, 
he  proceeded  with  such  haste,  that  he  was  only  five  days  oh  the 
road  from  Plymouth  to  Paris.  He  travelled  at  his  own  expense. 
The  Mar6chal  de  Castries  and  the  Count  de  Verg^nnes 
received  him  cordially.     By  the  former  he  was  introduced  to 


*  Ha  maun,  that  ha  prafanad  that  tha  mona j  dionld  pan  to  indbidiuUa  through 
tha  minister*!  haods.  The  raaolatioii  of  CoDgreai  required  that  bonds  ahonld  be  given  ; 
and  it  appears,  that  Jones  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  security  ibr  so  large 
an  amoant. 
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the  king  on  the  30th  December.  The  letters  of  the  CJieTder 
de  Luzerne  to  those  ministers  w^re  in  the  same  strain  of  eom- 
mendation  and  personal  expression  otregwcdy  (plai|tly»  not  mor^ 
diplomatic  language,)  as  thos^  he  had  borne  from  the  cmn- 
manders  in  the  squadron  at  Porto  Ca^llo.  ^^'They  both  as- 
sured him/'  he  says,  ^^  that  he  had  no  need  of  letters,  to  dispose 
them  to  esteem  his  character  and  do  him  justice.  After  dinner, 
the  Blarefdial  took  Captain  Jones  aside,  .cmd  toM  him,  from  the 
kingi  that  it  would  always  give  his  majesty  pleasure  to  be  use- 
ful to  his  future  fortune.''  On  the  17th  of  Decemb^,  Dr. 
Franklin  formally  recognised  his  authorky  as  agent  to  sdicit 
for  payment  and  satisfitction  to  the  officers  and  crews,  &»c  in 
whose  hatids  soever  the  prize  money  might  be  detained*" 

He  set  about  tfatsnegociation  with  his  whole  soul,  and  succeed- 
ed, after  two  years,  in  obtaining  a  liquidation  and  pajrment  of 
the  demand.  It  would.be  tedious,  were  it  necessary  and  were 
there  room  for  it^  to  insert  the  correspondence,  which  rdates  to 
this  matter,  and  it  is  imperfect*  Jones  claimed  the  proportion  of 
prize  money  due  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  AUiance,  to 
be  divided  afterwards  by  the  superintendiMit  of  finances  i» 
America,  agrettbly  to  the  rules  of^  her  nary*  That  pro^rtion, 
he  assumed,  was  to  be  ascertamed  by  multiplying  the  number 
of  the  crew  by  the  sum  of  the  calibre  of  the  cannon,  mounted 
cmboard  of  each  ship.  In  writing  to  the  Mar6ehal  de  Casitries, 
M.  de  Sartine's  successor,  he  repeated  minutefy  the  st^My  of 
his  projects  and  his  dcnngz;  and  renewed  all  his  complaints 
against  the  conduct  of  H.  de  Chaumont.  Thu  yihm  impditic, 
and  certainly  did  not  expedite  the  settlement  oithe  affair  he 
had  in  charge.  The  following  was,  howeyer,  his  creed  oi|  ttie 
subject,  which  is  inserted  without  other  comment,  than  that 
the  captors  should  haye  taken  legal  adrice :  ^*  Whether  M.  le 
Ray  de  Chaumont  is  indebted  to  the  goremment,  or  the  goveni- 
ment  is,  as  he  says,  indebted  to  him,  is  a  matter  that  ought  not 
to  regard  the  captors,  but  they  have  a  right  to  claim  the  pro- 
tection of  goTcmment  to  force  M.  le  Ray  de  Chaumont  to  ren- 
der the  money  with  interest,  which  he  has  unjustly  detained 
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firom  tbem  for  four  years  and  a  half,  while  many  of  them  are 
perishing  with  cold  and  hunger." 

An  account  was  made  out,  pursuant  to  the  minister's  direction, 
by  M.  Chandon,  on  the  papers  submitted  by  M.  de  Chaumoift* 
The  Concordat  had  settled  that  <Hhe  division  of  prizes  should 
be  made  agreeably  to  the  American  laws ;  but  that  the  propor- 
tion of  the  whole,  coming  to  each  vessel  in  the  squadron,  should 
be  regulated  by  the  minister  of  the  marine  department  of  France 
and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica." It  would  seem  that  in  this  account  the  French  laws 
were  referred  to,  in  adjusting  such  proportion.  The  law  of 
Congress  gave  the  captors  the  whole  value  of  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  half 
the  value  of  merchantmen,  &c.  Charges  were  made  in  the 
account,  for  repairs  done  at  the  Texel,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
detention  of  the  prizes  there  ;  and  also  of  four  deniers  on  the 
Uvre,  on  account  of  the  Hospital  of  Invalids  at  Paris,  from  which 
institution  American  seamen  had  received  no  benefit.  Dr. 
Franklin  had  not  interfered  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  this 
prize  money.  He  acted  with  his  uniform  wisdom,  as  there  was 
Ho  obligation  upon  him  to  express  his  opinions.  Jones  who  was 
now,  as  to  this  matter,  minister  plenipotentiary  himself,  warmly 
and  with  no  mean  skill,  as  well  as  fervour,  objected  to  this  man- 
ner of  adjusting  the  account,  and  to  these  deductions.  The 
claim  of  the  four  deniers  was  readily  relinquished  by  the  minis- 
ter. That  for  expenses  in  the  Texel  was  made  the  subject 
of  more  argument,  which  was  managed  by  Jones  with  much 
ingenuity,  and  as  much  passion.  Franklin  wrote  to  him  that 
if  he  had  been  willing  to  act  himself  in  the  matter,  he  ^'  certainly 
would  not  have  agreed  to  charge  the  American  captors  With 
any  part  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  500  prisoners  in 
Holland,  till  they  could  be  exchanged,  when  none  of  them  were 
exchanged  for  the  Americans  in  England,  as  was  Jones'  inten- 
tion, and  as  they  both  had  been  made  to  expect."  Enclosing  a 
oopy  of  thb  letter  to  the  minister,  Jones  said :  '<  I  will  not  now 
complain  that  the  prisoners  which  I  took,  and  carried  to  Hol- 
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land  were  not  exchanged  for  the  Americans  who  had  been  tdkieii 
in  war  upon  the  ocean,  and  were  long  confined  in  English  dun- 
geons by  civil  magistrates,  as  traitors^  piraies^  and  felons ;  I 
will  only  say,  I  had  such  a  promise  from  the  minia^er  of  marine. 
It  was  all  the  reward  I  asked  for  the  anxious  days  and  sleep- 
less nights  I  passed,  and  the  many  dangers  I  encountered,  in 
glad  hope  of  giving  them  all  their  liberty,  and  if  I  had  not 
been  assured  that  Mr.  Franklin  had  made  an  infallible  ar- 
rangement with  the  courts  of  France  and  England  for  their 
immediate  redemption,  nothing  but  a  superior  force  should  have 
wrested  them  out  of  my  hands,  till  they  had  been  actually  ex- 
changed for  the  unhappy  Americans  in  England/' 

On  the  13th  of  May  the  miniver  informed  Jones  that  on  the 
statement  he  had  laid  before  his  majesty,  this  item  of  deduction 
was  also  ordered  to  be  relinquished ;  and  that  the  indisposition  of 
M.  Chandon  alone  had  prevented  the  amount  to  be  allowed  from 
being  stated,  which  he  would  take  the  earliest  measures  for  pay- 
ing. Here  was  an  immediate  prospect  of  a  summary  attainment 
of  the  object  of  his  mission.  With  characteristic  rapidity,  Jones 
replied :  '*  I  hope  M.  Chandon  will  immediately  finish  that  liqui- 
dation ;  and,  considering  that  nearly  five  years  have  already 
elapsed  since  the  prizes  were  made,  and  that  my  long  delay 
here  is  very  inconvenient  to  my  affairs,  I  flatter  myself  that  you 
will  take  measures  for  the  payment  as  soon  as  possible.  On 
my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  had  the  honour  to  present  a  letter  from 
the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  mentioning  that  part  of  my  busi- 
ness in  Europe  is  to  collect  materials  for  forming  a  system  for 
the  future  marine  of  America.  You  had,  my  lord,  the  good 
ness  to  promise  me  copies  of  every  thing  respecting  the  govern- 
ment and  manner  of  supplying  the  marine  of  France ;  and 
I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour,  if  you  would  now  give  your 
orders  in  consequence."* 


*  On  the  20th  of  January  preceding,  Colonel  Wadsworth  had  addfeaeed  Jonef 
tinder  a  copy  of  tlie  following  memorandam.    "  Colonel  Hamilton  reqaeats  Colood 
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.  It  was  in  September  of  the  year  1784,  that  the  plate  taken 
from  Lord  Selkirk's  house  on  St.  Mary's  Island  was  sent  home* 
The  letter  of  M»  de  Calonne,  granting  permission  for  its  trans- 
portation from  L'Orient  to  Calais  free  from  all  duties,  &,c»  was 
highly  complimentary.  *^  This  action,  sir,"  said  the  minister, 
'^  is  well  worthy  of  the  reputation  your  conduct  has  acquired  for 
you  ;  and  proves  that  true  valour  is  alwa}^  in  close  union  with 
humanity  and  generosity."  The  bill  rendered  to  Jones  for 
transporting  this  plate,  by  the  "  director  of  the  diligences  of 
Flanders,  Picardy,  and  England,"  is  among  the  papers  before 
me.     The  amount  was  127  livres,  17  sols. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  it  appears  that  a  "  statement  of  the 
liquidation  and  repartition  of  the  prizes,"  was  signed  by  the 
Marechal  de  Castries,  in  which  Jones  urged  that  there  was  an 
error  in  the  proportion  assigned  to  the  Vengeance.  This  was 
probably  not  rectified.  And  the  money  was  not  forthcoming 
immediately.  In  June,  in  the  following  year,  we  find  Jones 
jogging  the  memory  of  the  minister,  as  to  his  promise  of  taking 
prompt  measures  for  payment.-  It  was  then  intimated  that 
security  should  be  given  for  the  due  application  of  the  fund. 
Jones  referred  to  his  credentials,  and  to  the  documents  which 
showed  that  he  had  given  ample  security  to  the  government  of 


Wadaworth  as  oAen  as  convenient  to  make  inquiries,  and  take  rainiites  of  the  circnm- 
stances  relating  to  the  aavigation  of  different  nations;  the  constmction  and  qnalitj  of 
their  ships,  with  respect  to  balk,  duration,  and  expedition ;  the  expense  of  oonstmc 
tion,  materials,  and  equipment;  the  number  of  men  with  which  they  are  navigated; 
the  wages  to  the  seamen,  subsistence,  <&c.  so  as  to  form  a  general  idea  of  the  com 
parative  advantages  for  navigatbn  between  this  and  other  countries.*'  Colonel  Wads 
worth  said  in  his  letter :  "  I  have  sent  thai  to  yon,  as  the  best  able  to  make  inquiries, 
and  pray  you  to  write  him  on  the  several  articles  of  this  request,  as  I  know  nobody  in 
America  so  likely  to  make  a  good  use  of  them.  I  do  not  despair  of  seeing  an  American 
navy ;  and  my  hopes  will  increase,  when  I  see  such  men  as  Hamilton  at  the  head  of 
our  naval  afiaira  in  America ;  which  may  possibly  not  be  flir  diitant.    L  will  not 
apologize  for  givmg  you  this  trouble.    You  have  so  eminently  distinguished  yourself 
as  a  naval  officer,  andso  warmly  and  unremittingly  pursued  the  true  interest  of  America, 
that  I  am  certain  I  can  oommit  these^nquiries  to  no  one,  so  able  and  so  willing  to 
make  tbdin. 
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the  United  Statei)  and  .tba3  concluded  kis  letter :  **  Aspartkii- 
lar  reasons  render  it  extremely  inconvenient,  if  not  imposriUe, 
for  me  to  attend  this  business  any  longer,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  wait  on  your  excellency  to-morrow,  to  be  foyonred  with  your 
final  determination." 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  difikulty  was  remored  at 
once;  but  now  another  arose*  Jones  was  desired  by  the 
minister  to  address  himself  to  the  ordinateur  at  L'Orient  for 
payment  of  the  money.  He  did  not  like  this  reference  add  an- 
ticipated difficulties  in  hb  settlement  with  this  fiinctionary.  He 
asked  for  orders,  that  the  money  due  the  two  ships,  the  Boa 
Homme  and  the  Alliance,  might  be  paid  immediately  into  his 
hands  en  tiuuse. 

The  expected  difficulties  with  the  ordinateur  occured.  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  now  succeeded  the  venerable  Franklin  as  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  Versailles.  On  the  29th  of  July,  in  this  year, 
(1785,)  Jones  says,  in  addressing  him  :  '^  I  find  that  a  French 
merchant,  M.  Puchilberg,  of  this  place,  who  opposed  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  revolt  that  took 
place  in  the  Alliance,  has  produced  a  letter  of  attorney  which 
he  obtained  from  the  officers  and  men  of  that  frigate  when 
their  minds  were  uns^tled,  authorizing  him  to  receive  their 
share  in  the  prizes.  And  notwithstanding  the  orders  of  the 
Marechal  of  the  15th,  I  find  there  is  a  disposition  here  to  pay 
the  money  to  M.  Puchilberg,  in  preference  to  me.'' 

The  inteference  of  M.  Puchilberg  was  as  pecaUarly  ofiensive  to 
Jones,  as  it  was  in  his  opinidn  unsafe,  because  he  had  given  no 
security  to  the  American  government  for  the  due  disbursement 
of  the  money  ;  had  not  any  *'  authentic  roll  of  the  crew  of  the 
Alliance ;  and  could  not  do  justice  to  the  subjects  of  America. 
Jones  was  willing  that  the  proportion  due  the  French  marines, 
who  embarked  as  volunteers,  should  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  him.  In  another  passage  of  his  letter  he 
says,  that  one  of  the  objections  made  at  L'Orient,  to  the  pay* 
ment  to  him  of  the  whole  amount  was,  that  Landais  was  born 
in  France.  ^<  But  he  had  abjured  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  been 
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naluraliz^  in  America  (as  bis  officers,  reported  to  me)  before 
he  took  command  of  the  AlUance ;  and  his  crew  were  all  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States."  The  natm*alization  was  implied 
in  his  bearing  his  commission.  His*  abjuration  is  doubtful ;  as 
Jie  sleeps  in  ground  consecrated  according  to  the  ritual  of  the 
Church  of  Rome.  This  by  the  way.  Vexed  and  restless  at  this 
new  obstacle,  we  find  Jones  two  days  afterwards  repeating  to 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  same  argument  against  the  propriety  of  H. 
Puchilberg's  interrention*  But  he  had  other  matters  to  speak 
of ;  and  this  part  of  his  letter  must  be  introduced. 

'*  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  which  has  just  now  been 
communicated  to  me,  from  Monsieur  de  Soulanges,  k  M.  M.  les 
Juges  Consals,  dated  at  Toulon,  the  14th  day  of  this  month, 
announcing  that  the  Algerines  hare  declared  war  against  the 
United  States,  is  of  too  serious  a  nature  not  to  be  sent  imme- 
diately to  you. 

'*  This  event  may,  I  believe,  surprise  some  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  am  rather  surprised  that  it  did  not 
take  place  sooner.  It  will  produce  a  good  effect,  if  it  unites  the 
people  of  America  in  measures  consistent  with  their  national 
honour  and  interest,  and  rouses  them  from  that  ill-judged 
security  which  the  intoxication  of  suoeess  has  produced  since 
the  revolution. 

*'  My  best  wishes  will  always  attend  that  land  of  freedom, 
and  my  pride  will  be  always  gratified  when  such  measures  are 
adopted  as  will  make  us  respected  as  a  great  people  toho  deserve 
iobefree.^^ 

The  prudent  advice  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  the  same  spirit 
with  that  which  Franklin  vronld  haye  giren.  M.  Puchilberg,  (it 
is  believed  that  he  had  no  de  to  his  name,  though  he  may  hare 
been  entitled  to  it,)  was  got  rid  of.  Jones  considered  himself 
as  a  quan  ambcMsador  in  this  matter.  He  certainly  did  not 
address  the  minister  in  the  regulated  phraseology  of  diplomacy ; 
and  sometimes  took  the  liberty  of  throwing  his  own  words  back 
into  his  teeth,  which  was  not  genteeL  But,  like  the  woman  in 
the  parable,  he  gained  his  point  by  importunity.    It  wouM  re- 
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joiee  the  souls  of  maoy  claimants  at  the  preaent  day,  of  an 
infinitely  greater  amount  from  the  same,  court,  if  the  same  re- 
sult could  be  effected ;  and  they  would  not  feel  their  satis&ctioo 
diminished  to  a  vast  extent,  if  it  were  eyen  obtcuned  by  a  like 
departure  .  from  conventional  language^  Someihing  mem 
than  181,000  livres  was  paid  to  Jones  eventually.*  He 
charged  no  commission  on  the  amount  he  received*  He 
charged,  however,  48,000  livres  for  bis  expenses.  He  was  au- 
thorized by  Congress  to  act  as  agent  in  the  business,  on  the  1^ 
November,  1783 ;  he  charges  only  from  the  time  of  his  arriFal 
in  Europe,  which  was  the  5th  December,  1783,  up  to  the  7tli 
July,  1786. 

The  king  remitted  the  proportion  (one  half)  of  the  sale  of 
the  merchant  prizes,  to  which,  by  the  American  laws,  the  govern- 
ment was  entitled,  in  favour  of  the  captors.  The  balance  of 
112,000  hvres  was  paid  over  by  Jones  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  statement  of  his  expenses  for  these  two  years  shows, 
that  he  must  have  Uved  handsomely.     He  r^iewed  his  former 


*  1  find  •mongthe  papan  before  me  a  draft  (hNn  the  board  oTtreaaoiy,  dated  Hey 
8th,  1786,  for  181,039  livres  1  sol  and  10  deniera,  in  favoar  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  expressed  to 
be  for  ''moneys  received  by  you.  from  the  treasury  of  the  marine  of  the  port  of  L'Orieot, 
on  aoooont  of  prize  money  dae  to  the  frigate  Alliance,  and  the  American  officers  and 
sailors  employed  nnder  yonr  command,  conformably  to  yoar  two  receipts  of  the  16th 
Angast,  and  5th  September,  1785,  transmitted  to  the  department  of  foreign  a^ri,ibr 
which  payment  this  shall  be  yoor  sufficient  voucher/'  On  the  back,  is  Mr.  Jefferson'* 
receipt,  as  follows :  "  Received  from  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  jeventy  two  livres,  tWo  sols,  and  foar  deniers,  paid 
by  him  to  Mr.  Grand,  as  the  balance  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  annexed  bfll  of  tbe 
treasury,  aocordmg  to  Commodore  Jones'  acoount,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  Pan^ 
l^  July,  1786.  Th.  Jeffisrson."  Jones'  accoant  was  as  follows :  endoraed  thna  ifl 
Mr.  Jefferson's  handwriting :  "  Paris,  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  to  wit :  The  withi* 
named  John  Paul  Jones  made  oath  before  me  on  the  holy  evangelists,  that  his  ordioaiy 
expenses,  since  his  arrival  in  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  reeovariiig  tbe  prixe  nonej, 
as  within  stated,  have  amounted  to  forty  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seveo^* 
two  livres,  eleven  sous  toumois.  Given  under  my  hand  the  fifth  day  of  August,  1786. 
Th.  Jeffijrson." 

**  Amount  of  prize  money  belonging  to  tbe  American  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Boa 
Homme  Riehaid,  (and  to  some  few  foreigiiera,  whose  names  and  qualities,  Ac.  •(* 
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conbexions  and  acquaintances,  and  kept  himself  in  the  public 
eye.  He  prepared  a  journal  of  his  past  services  in  the  cause  of 
America  and  her  ally,  which  was  read  by  several  persons  of  dis- 
tinction ;  and  of  which  there  appears  to  have  been  more  than 
one  copy  circulated.  Fragments  of  one  version  are  found  writ- 
ten in  the  first  person.  The  entire  narrative,  up  to  the  period 
of  his  visiting  France  on  this  occasion,  which  has  been  so  fre- 
quently quoted  from,  is  more  classically  drawn  up  in  the  third. 
Of  that  intended  for  his  majesty,  Malesherbs  thus  wrote  to  him. 


inierted  in  the  roll,)  with  the  amoant,  alio,  of  the  prize  money  belonging  to  the  crew 

of  the  Alliance ;  received  at  L'Orient,  bj  order  of  the  Mar^ebal  de  Caatries,  in  bilk 

on  Parii. 

Lim».    8.  D. 

181,030  01  10 
From  which  dedocti  Viz. 

Nett  amount  of  my  ordinary  ezpenaea  since  I  anriTed 
in  Enpope  to  fettle  the  prize  money  bebnging  to  the 
citizens  and  mibjects  of  America,  who  served  on  board 
the  squadron  I  commanded,  under  the  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  expense  of  hii  most  christian  ma- 
jesty, stated  to  his  excellency  Thomas  Jefierson,  Eaq. 
the  4th  of  this  month,  47,979*11    0 

Paid  the  draft  of  M.  |e  Jenne,  for  the  amount  of 
prize  money  due  to  Jacque  Tnal,  pilot  of  the  Alliance,        G70  13    6 

Amount  of  prize  money  paid  M.  de  Bkmdel,  lieu- 
tenant of  marines  of  the  Pallas,  as  stated  on  the  roll  of 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  983  00    0 

Advances  made  to  sundry  persons,  which  stand  at 
my  credit  on  the  roll  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,         964  09    9 

Advances  made  by  me  to  sundry  persons  belm^ing 
to  the  Bon  Homme^  Richard :  these  advances  do  not 
stand  at  my  credit  on  the  roll  settled  at  L'Orient,  by 
M.  le  Jeune,  because  the  commissaiy.  bad  neglected 
to  send  him  tbe  original  roll  firom  the  bureau  at  Ver^ 
sallies,  but  the  commissaiy  has  rectified  that  omission, 
by  his  eertifieatei,  dated  Septemb^  5th,  1785,  and 
February  92d,  1786.  6,385  00    0 

My  share,  by  the  n^,  as  cq^lain  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  13,991    5    6 


P«f«f,J^y7,1786. 


68,866  19    6 

119,179    9    4 
Paul  Joirss.** 
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^  I  have  received  with  much  gratitude  the  mdilL  of  confidesoe 
which  you  have  given  me,  and  I  have  read  with  great  eagernai 
and  pleasure  that  interesting  relation. 

^*  My  first  impression  was  to  desire  you  to  have  it  pubUsked, 
but  after  having  read  it,  I  perceive  that  you  had  not  written  it 
with  a  view  to  publication,  because  there  are  things  in  it  whkh 
are  written  to  the  king,  for  whom  alone  that  work  was  intended. 
However,  actions  memorable  as  yours  are,  ought  to  be  made 
known  to  the  world  by  an  authentic  journal  published  in  year 
ov^n  name. 

*'  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  work  at  it  as  soon  as  your  affiun 
will  allow  you ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  hope  that  the  king  wiD 
read  this  work  with  that  attention  which  he  owes  to  the  relatkn 
of  the  services,  which  have  been  rendered  to  him  by  a  person 
so  celebrated."  * 

At  this  time  he  also  rendered  a  material  service  to  the  myi^ 


On  tremmitdng  hisitatement  of  the  aeooant  to  Mr.  Jeffmon,  Jonof  mrol»  ^ 
follow! : 

**  I  have  tho  bononr  to  onclom  and  jrabmit  to  jroiir  ooniidention,  the  aooosnt  I  bi^ 
■tated  of  the  prize  money  in  mj  handa,  with  aandiy  papen  that  regard  the  cbargei.  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  lessen  the  dividend  of  the  Americaii  captors  by  makinf  bd/ 
charge  either  for  my  time  or  tronble.  1  lament  that  it  has  not  yet  been  in  my  powar 
to  procure  for  them  advantages  as  soHd  and  as  extensive  as  the  merit  of  their  serrieei- 
I  would  not  have  undertaken  this  business  from  any  views  of  private  emolameattbit 
could  l\ave  possibly  resulted  from  it  to  my^f,  o^^n  supposmg  I  had  reoovared  or 
should  reeover  a  sum  more  considerable  than  the  penalty  of  my  bond.  Batlwf 
anxious  to  force  some  iU  natured  persons  to  acknowledge  that,  if  theydid  not  toU  t 
wilful  falsehood,  they  were  mistaken  when  they  asserted  that  I  had  cemmtiKl^* 
squadron  of  privateers.  And,  the  war  bemg  over,  I  made  it  ray  first  care  to  show  »< 
brave  instruments  of  my  success  that  the(r  rights  are  as  dear  to  me  as  my  owa* 
will,  I  believe,  be  proper  for  me  lo  make  oath  hefbre  you  to  the  amount  chaifw  ^ 
my  ordinary- expenses.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  find  no  objection  to  the  aoeoiDi 
AS  I  have  stated  it,  and  that  yon  are  of  opinion  that,  after  this  settlement  has  been  vd»^ 
between  us,  my  bond  ought  to  stand  cancelled  as  far  as  regards  my  transactiosf  wito 
the  court  of  France.  Should  any  part  of  ifae  prize  money  remain  in  the  treiii'T' 
without  being  claimed,  after  sufficient  time  shall  be.  elapsed,  I  beg  leave  to  «b0i< 
yon,  to  the  treasury,  and  to  Congress,  whether  I  have  not  merited  by  my  coodoct  imc* 
I  retained  to  Europe  that  such  remainder  should  be  disposed  of  in  my  fiivour  f " 
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rioiw  Madame  T  ,  hy  obtaining  for  her,  through  a  hidy  of 

rank,  an  introduction  to  the  king,  who  received  her  with  great 
kindness  and  said  he  charged  himself  with  her  fortune.  He  bad 
his  bust  taken  by  Haudon,  ^*  to  whose  talents  it  was  remarked  by 
professed  judges*  it  did  no  discredit."  One  of  these  he  sent  to 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  two  to  Philadelphia,  whish  he  intended  to 
present  in  person  <m  his  Detum«  Writing  to  Mr.  Morris  in  1787) 
he  says:  <'  as  the  moment  of  my  return  to  America  continues 
uncertain,  I  beg  you  will  now  accept  the  bust  as  a  mark  of  my 
affection.  Mr.  Nestntt  writes  me  that  a  duty  was  demanded  on 
my  busts.  This,  I  owa,  surprises  me.  They  are  not  merchant 
dise ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  my  zeal  and  exertions  for.  the 
cause  of  America  will  not  be  requited  with  such  a  mark  of  dis- 
honour. I  would  rather  hear  that  the  busts  were  broke  to 
pieces,  than  consent  that  they  should  be  subject  to  a  duty."  Af 
this  time  he  also  prelected  a  commercial  speculation  in  connee^ 
tion  with  the  celebrated  John  Ledyard.  The  acquaintance  be* 
tween  Jones  and  Ledyard  commenced  in  1785,  as  must  be 
inferred  from  the  letters  of  Jones.  The  project  was  spoken  of 
in  the  London  papws  in  that  year.  The  following  is  an  ejBtraot 
from  the  London  Chronicle  of  August  20th,  1785:  <^  A  letter 
from  L'Orient  says  :  Paul  Jones  has  arrived  here  from  Paris 
to  fit  out  three  ships  on  his  own  account,  of  which  it  is  said  be 
will  take  the  command  on  an  expedition  to  Kamschatka,  to 
purchase  furs  and  establish  a  fhctory.  This  he  is  enabled  to  do 
by  havii^  lately  received  400,000  livres  for  the  priaes  he  took  in 
the  war."  Such  is  newspaper  exaggeration.  The  *^  propositions 
for  a  commercial  enterprise"  are  before  me  m  French.  The 
year  in  which  they  were  drawn  up  does  not  appear  in  the  instru- 
ment. *<  A  vessel  of  S50  tons  was  to  be  armed  and  equipped, 
With  forty-five  officers  and  men,  who  were  to  be  French.  She 
was  to  sail  on  the  1st  October,  for  Cape  Horn,  thence  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands  tp  tt^ie  in  provisions,  and  thence  continue  her 
route  towards  the  north-west  coast,  where  she  would  arrive  in 
April.  She  was  to  remain  there,  if  business  required  it,  until 
September  or  October,  and  then  make  sail  for  Japan,  where 
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the  pehry  was  lo  be  exchanged  for  gold  or  other  conwnoditMX, 
if  the  mariLetprovedbetter  than  that  of CfaiBa,  which  was  thought 
probable.  If  not,  she  was  to  proceed  to  Macao;  where  ex- 
perience had  proved  that,  at  the  most  moderate  calculation,  the 
finrs  would  bring  ten  Itvres  a-pieoe,  the  amount  of  whidi  was  to 
be  taken  in  gM  or  the  merchandise  of  China;  after  which  she 
was  to  return  to  France,  by  the  ordinary  route  round  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  would  arrive  after,  a  voyage  of  about 
eighteen  months.  As  supercargo,  a  dtizen  of  the  U.  States 
(Ledyard)  was  proposed,  who  had  been  an  c^cer  of  Captain 
Cook  in  his  last  voyage  round  the  world,  and  had  come  to 
France  expressly  to  propose  this  enterprise,  and  demanded  no 
appointments  or  other  compensation  than  a  reasonable  commis- 
sion on  the  profits  ol  the  voyage."  The  propositions  proceed 
to  set  forth,  that  the  novelty  of  the  projected  voyage  was  the 
only  disadvantageous  circumstance  antidpated  in  relation  to  it, 
wUleits  advantages  were  easily  foreseen ;  that  the  risks,  com- 
pared to  the  profits,  were,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate,  but  as 
•ne  to  ten,  which  was  ftu-  less  than  attended  all  voyages  either 
to  the  East  or  West  Indies ;  that  the  expenses  of  the  arma- 
ment and  cargo  were  very  inconsiderable ;  that  the  quality, 
variety,  and  quantity  of  the  skins  on  the  north-west  coast  ex- 
ceeded all  known  of  the  kind  in  any  other  part  of  the  world; 
that  such  precious  furs  might  be  bought  for  a  bagatelle,  and 
sold  at  a  market  where  the  venders  might  fix  their  own  price; 
that  the  distance  between  the  places  of  purchase  and  sale  was 
so  inconsequential,  that  the  peltry  could  not  be  injured  by  the 
transportation ;  that  there  was  no  necessity  of  delaying  in  any 
port  before  arriving  in  China,  which  would  save  great  expenses 
and  other  inconveniences;  that  they  would  touch  at  a  port 
where  the  supercargo  could  procure  provisions  at  the  lowest 
price,  viz.  pork,  salt,  fish,  poultry,  vegetables,  &c  for  twelve 
months  or  more.  Of  .the  commercial  knowledge  which  would 
be  acquired  by  those  who  should  undertake  the  expedition,  of 
the  opportunity  it  would  afford  to  make  a  most  precious  collec- 
tion of  natural  and  artificial  curiosides,  of  the  honour  and  plea- 
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8ure  wlueh  would  resuk  from  it,  the  projector  spck»  only  as  ao- 
cidental  circumstances*  He  added  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
enterprise  were  undertaken  by  a  single  house,  or  two  at  most, 
the  expense  attending  the  equipment  being  so  unimportant; 
and  that  those  who  should  advance  the  funds  need  not  be  inter- 
rupted in  their  business,  as  the  supercargo  would  take  upon  him- 
self the  charge  of  making  all  the  necessary  arrangements,  with 
the  greatest  despatch.  He  observed,  that  there  was  scarce  any 
branch  of  commerce  as  important  for  France  as  that  in  Airs, 
especially  by  a  channel  which  might  be  so  considerably  aug- 
meirted,  possessing  the  great  advantage  of  a  certain  market  in 
China  and  always  obtaining,  advantageous  returns  from  thence. 
The  speculators  might  also  at  all  hazard  give  a  credit  by  bills 
of  exchange  or  otherwise,  to  be  used  in  China  if  necessary, 
which  would  give  the  same  advantages  to  the  expedition  as  an 
ordinary  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  which  any  ship  under  the 
American  flag  might  undertake.  The  supercargo  could  pro- 
vide all  the  charts  necessary  for  the  voyage,  except  those  from 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  the  south  by  Cape  Horn;  but  they 
could  easily  be  procured.  The  following  estimate  was  added 
of  the  expenses  and  profits  of  the  expedition. 


EXPENSES. 
Co0tofaTeMelor35Otoiifl,  - 
Complete  equipment,    -    •    - 
PlOTUHNU  fbr  a  yeaTi    •    -    • 

Carfo, .- 

Wages  advanced  to  the  crewi 


Profit  of  th«*Vojage, 


£1,250 

1,250 

500 

500 

dSO 


3,750 
36,250 


RETURNS. 
A  cargo  of  3,000  skini  bought 

on  the  N.  W.  Coast,  worth 

10  Lonis  a^pieoe  in  China,        £30,000 
Af  a  mederate  profit  on  the 

merchandiie  booght  in 

China,  10,000 

Sterling  £40,000 


Sterling  £40,000 


A  most  interesting  account  is  given  in  the  Life  of  Ledyard,  of 
his  efforts  both  in  America  and  France,  to  obtain  a  ship  for  car- 
tying  this  project  into  execution.*     Ledyard  says,  that  Mr. 


Sparks' Life  of  Ledjard.    pp.  130— 156. 


964  PAUa  jQirES. 

Morris  *^  tooba  noble  faoU,  ioBtantly,  of  tbie  eoterfffiae.''  It  ftll 
through,  howey^,  in  America  as  it  did  in  FraDoe,  where  Mr. 
Jefierson's  sagacious  mind  readily  com^eheiided  the  impor* 
tance  of  discovery  and  settlement  in  regions  which  might  event- 
ually  fall  within  the  boundaries  -of  the  Union.  It  appears  from 
Ledyard's  papers*  that  the  plan  arranged  between  Jones  and 
himself  was,  to  fit  out  two  ships  and  obtain,  if  possible,  commis- 
sions for  them  from  the  king*  Jones  was  to  use  his  court  influ- 
ence to  persuade  the  government  to  assist,  and  furnish  vessels 
and  armament*  If  this  should  fail,  ha  was  to  furnish  funds  him- 
self, according  to  his  means;  and  they  were  to  act  cm  their  own 
responsibility.  They  meant  to  commence  a  factory  on  the 
north-west  coast,  and  build  a  stoccade,  in  which  Le4yard  was 
to  remain  with  a  smaU  forpe*  Jones  was  to  proceed  to  Chioa 
with  one  o£  the  vessels,  the  other  was  to  be  left  to  collect  a 
second  cargo.  He  was  afterwards  to  go  with  both  to  China, 
exchange  the  furs  for  silks  and  teas ;  and,  having  disposed  of  his 
cargoes,  return  round  Cape  Horn  again  with  articles  suitable 
for  traffic  with  the  Indians,. whose  good  acquaintance  Ledyard 
was  to  be  left  to  cultivate.  The  latter  expected  to  be  absent 
for  perhaps  six  or  seven  years*  The  delay  Jones  expmeneed 
in  obtaining  the  prize  money,  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  falling 
through  of  the  scheme;  about  which  the  latter  in  his  general 
correspondence  writes  with  his  usual  mystery. 

Those  who  have  realized  princely  fortunes  by  this  commerce 
will  be  able  to  criti^se  the  merits  of  Ledyard's  plan,  and  the 
accuracy  of  his  estimates.  The  '^  disadvantage  of  novelty,"  or 
want  of  the  enlightened  spirit  of  enterprise,  caused  the  merchants 
to  whom  he  suggested  it,  to  let  this  golden  opportunity  escape. 
Jones  had  the  shrewdness  to  perceive  the  tempting  hopes  which 
it  held  forth*  In  several  respects  he  and  Ledyard  were  conge- 
nial ^rits.  He  had  written  to  Dr.  Bancroft  on  the  business, 
as  appears  from  a  letter  to  him  from  that  gentleman,  dated 
September  9th,  1785.  The  writer  says :  "  I  ^ideavoured  as 
early  as  possible  to  gain  information  respecting  the  object  of 
your  inquiry,  but  it  was  a  difficult  matter,  none  of  my  acquaint- 


anees  knowiBg  anp  tUbg  more  of  k  than  what  litd  tH>e8i:Qd  in 
the  public  papers.  Yeftarday,  however f  I  was  informed  by  m 
gentleman  who,  I  belioFe,  has  some  more  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  tht  two  vesads.  King  George  and  Queen  Chlu-lotte,  have 
^aotually  sailed  on  the  expedition  which  was  thought  of  by  Mr« 
Ledyard,  for  finrs,  which,  I  should  suppose. must  interfere  with 
and  very  much  lessen  the  profits  of  any  similar  undertaking  by 
others.  Mr.  WiUiams  went  from  hence  to  America  with  Dr« 
Franklin,  before  my  return,  and  I  do  not  know  what  he  did  le-* 
specting  your  sword,  &c.'^  At  this  time^  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  the  same  date  from  the  house  of  S«  A^  I.  S*  Delapt  Jones  waa 
in  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  a  vessel  for  this  expedition*  The 
price  of  one  vessel  mentioned  to  Jones  by  them  was  80,000 
livres,  treUing  in  amount  the  calculation  of  Ledyard.  He  had 
also  written  to  America,  asking  the  advice  of  Mr.  Morris  on  the 
subject,  and  postpcmed  making  a  purchase  until  he  should  receiva 
an  answer  firom  him,  which  was  not  until  the^rst  of  December; 
^'an  unfortunate  circumstance,"  as  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Nesbitt^ 
^*  for  at  the  same  time  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  I  re* 
eetved  one  from  Bordeaux,  informing  me  that  the  ship  in  ques- 
tion, (the  finest  that  had  been  seen  in  that  port,)  was  rather 
given  away  than  sold.  I  wrote  to  Madrid,  and  by  the  iaforraa-* 
tion  I  have  from  thence,  it  appears  that  Spain  is  too  jealous  to 
permit  any  commercial  speculation  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
CaUfomia.*  I  lAall  write  again  to  Bordeaux,  to  inform  myself 
^diether  die  ship  in  question  may  not  yet  be  obtained  for  a  rea* 
•enable  advance.  If  I  make  that  or  any  other  suitable  pur- 
chase, it  will  be  with  a  view  to  accept  of  the  offer  of  Mr.  Morris, 
and  a  reliance  on  his  kind  disposition  towards  me.  •  •  •  •  I 
should  be  sorry,  very  sorry,  if  my  fi*ankness  to  Mr.  Ross  has  lost 
me  his  friendship ;  but  the  step  is  taken,  and  I  do  not  feel  that 
it  is  my  place  to  ask  pardon." 


*  On  this  bint,  the  author  of  the  Life  pobliihed  in  Edinburgh  ascribes  the  abandon* 
iMiildr  Ladyard's  piajectsd  aelMnie,  to  a  dnad  of  Spanish  Islsfftranoa.         '• ' 
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About  thb  time  I  find  a  bOlet  from  Compte  d'Ertftifig  yttidi 
may  be  thou^t  curious.    It  is  as  follows : 

^*  he  Cte  d'Estaing  est  engage  depuis  plusieurs  jours  chez  M'. 
D'Orey ;  et  il  a  renouveHe  byer  sa  promesse  de  nianiere»  a  ne 
pouFoir  y  manquer.  II  remercie  Monsieur  Paul  Jones,  et  ses 
regrets  augmentent  d'autant  plus,  qu'il  a  un  presentiment  que 
M'.  de  St.  James,  qu'il  fait  gloire  d'aimer  de  tout  scm  ccsur  y 
yiendra  peut-etre,  en  fort  aimable  compagnie.  Y^  count  ia  Tery 
well  acquainted  with  y*  amiability  and  the  boly  name  oi  the 
lady,  but  not  yet  with  his  diarming  person ;  and  he  is  very 
curious  <^it. 

Jones^was  as  much  mystified  as  we  are  by  the  allusion  made 
in  the  count^s  attempted  Ei^lish.  In  his  reply,  he  says  that 
he  at  first  made  a  wrong  application  of  it ;  but  M'«  de  St.  James 
undeceiyed  hiite,  without,  however,  explaining  its  meaning.  He 
was  full  of  the  same  mercantile  schemes  referred  to,  in  the 
quotation  from  his  letter  to  Mr.  Nesbitt.  To  the  Count  d'Es- 
taing,  he  says :  <<  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  >cail  at  your  hotd 
yesterday,  to  inform  you  that  by  the  inquiry  I  have  made  re- 
specting the  contract  of  Mr.  Morris  for  furnishing  France  with 
60,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  I  find  it  is  to  be  delivered  in  France 
at  86  livres  per  hundred  weight*;  and  that  so  great  a  monopoly 
will  enable  him  to  purchase  it  at  the  wardiouses  in  Virginia,  i^ 
the  low  price  of  22  livres  10  sous.  So  that  he  will  have  13 
livres  10  sous  on  every  hundred  weight  for  shipping  diarges, 
freight,  and  profit. 

**  I  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Jefferson  respecting  the  obliging  pro- 
positions you  made  on  my  subject  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  Mr.  Jefiferson  thinks  well  of  the  place, 
and  says,  that  if  this  government  will  apply  to  Congress,  theire  is 
no  doubt  of  obtaining  their  consent.  By  the  alliance  between 
France  and  America,  it  is  stipulated  that  when  France  shall 
find  herself  engaged  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which 
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America  takea  no  actire  part,  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  open  for  the  ships  of  war  of  France ;  where  they  may 
r^t  and  s^  their  prizes.  But  the  British  are  excluded  from 
those  great  adrantages.  The  growing  commerce  of  America 
and  her  extended  fisheries  are  perpetual  and  increasing  nur- 
series for  seamen.  And  avarice  will  always  furnish,  in  the  free 
ports  €i  America^  as  many  foreign  seanien  as  may  be  wanted. 
The  great  benefit  that  France  may  deriye  from  these  favour- 
able circamstancesy  cannot  escape  a  mind  so  extended  and  well 
cultivated  as  yours.  And  you  are  too  good  a  citizen  to  be  in- 
dififorent  on  any  point  when  yon  can  render  service  to  your 
country,  or  oblige  a  man  who  glories  in  being  honoured  with 
your  attachment*  The  extract  of  my  Jounuds  will,  I  expect, 
be  presented  on  Monday." 

Mr.  Jefferson  had  written  to  Jones,  while  the  latter  was-  al 
L'Orient,  for  information  relative  to  the  voyage  of  discovery 
about  to  be  made  by  La  Perouse.  The  ficdlowing  was  his  com- 
munication in  reply : 

*^  The  following  is  the  best  information  I  am  able  to  give  you, 
in  compliance  with  the  letter,  dated  at  Paris  the  3d  of  August, 
1785,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  address  me  at  L'Orient.' 

*^  The  Boussole  and  the  Astrolabe,  two  gabarts  of  000  tons 
each,  sheathed  with  copper  and  equipped  in  the  best  manner, 
sailed  from  Brest  the  1st  of  August,  1785,  Under  the  command 
of  M.  de  la  Perouse  and  the  Viscount  de  Langle,  captains  in  the 
royal  navy.  They  had  on  board  a  great  variety  of  trees,  plants, 
and  seeds,  that  suit  the  climate  of  France ;  manufactures  in 
linen,  wocdlen,  and  cotton,  and  in  iron  and  cc^per,  &c*  Slc  me- 
chanical tools  of  all  sorts  ;  a  great  quantity  of  trinkets  and  toys ; 
ploughs,  and  all  sorts  of  utensils  and  implements  for  agriculture, 
and  a  quantity  of  unwrought  iron.  Each  ship  had  on  board  a 
huge  shallop  in  frames,  and  a  million  of  French  livres  in  the 
coins  of  different  nations.  Each  ship  had  also  on  board  twenty- 
one  soldiers,  draughted  from  the  two  regiments  at  Brest,  all 
of  whom  were  either  mechanics  or  farmers.  They  had  on  board 
no  women ;  nor  any  animals,  except  such  as  appeared  to  be 
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defltified  fiiar  liio  refiwhawnt  df  the  cremu  The  ^tew  ef  each 
ship  is  ene  himdred  men,  mcludhig  officers  imd  men  of  ^nhn« 
The  king  himself  planned  the  expedition,  and  made  out  all  the 
details  inth  his  omu  hand,  before  he  spoke  a  word  of  it  to  aiqr 
person.  His  majesty  defrays  the  expense  of  it  out  of  his  private 
Gofier,  and  is  his  own  minist^  in  eveiy  ^ing  that  regards  the 
operation  of  his  plan.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  perfect- 
ing of  the  geography  of  the  southern  hemisphere  is  one  of  his 
tti^^flty's  objects  in  riew ;  and  |t  is  not  ittfficuh  to  peroeire,  that 
he  has  others  equally  worthy  the  attention  of  a  great  prince ; 
one  of  which  may  be,  to  extend  the  commerce  of  his  subjects  by 
establishing  £ftctories,  at  a  future  day,  for  the  fur  trade*  on  the 
nortfa^^west  coas^  of  America ;  and  anothei*,  to  establish  colonies 
in  New  Holland,  after  having  well  explored  the  coast,  and  made 
experiments  on  the  soil^of  this^  vast  island,  which  is  sttustCed  in  so 
happy  a  dimate,  and  so^  contiguous  to  the  estaUishments  of 
France  in  the  East  Indies.*^ 

The  fate  of  the  three  prizes  sent  to  Bergen,  in  Norway,  has 
been  mentioned;*  They  were  vafaied  by  M.  Dedieeaulx  the 
French  consul  there,  at  fifty  thot^aDd  pomids  steriing  ;t  five-foM 
theameant  recovered  for  the  prises sast  into  Franoe.  Thepower 
of  solicitbg  payment  for  this  money  was  given  to  Jones  by  the 
general  resdution  of  Congress,  on  the  Ixt  November,  1788,  and 
the  authorusation  of  Franklin  in  virtue  thereof,  on  the  17th  De- 
cember following.  Neither  did  he  ever  lose  sight  of  this  object, 
to  which  he  now  began  to  turn  his  attention  particularly.  In  the 
letter  addressed  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  Count  Bemstorf,  prime 
minister  of  Denmark,  in  December,  1779,  redaiming  these 
prizes  or  their  value,  the  American  statesman  urged  ev^ry  eon- 
sideration  of  poli^  and  equity  to  induce  a  repeal  of  the  onfor 
giving  them  up  to  the*  English.  Bemstorf 's  re{dy,  vnritten  in 
March  following,  was  a  good  sampfe  of  diplomatic  flourish,  eva- 
sion, and  shuffling,  vulgarly  called  in  America,  ^^  vdiipping  the 
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devil  roui^d  the  sfump/'  He  referred  ''  for  &rtl(er  pa^ku^^V 
to  the  Baron  de  Blome,  Danish  minister  at  Parisy  who  of  courfid 
had  nothing  but  compliments  and  condolences  to  o0er ;  ai)d 
there  the  matter  rested,  until  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  recognised  by  Denmark,  and  the  advantage  pf 
making  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  na- 
tions, became  apparent  to  the  Danish  ministry.  Count  Ros^n- 
crone,  the  minister  for  foreign  aifairs,  wrote  in  1783,  to  M-  de 
Waltersdorf,  Danish  minister  at  Xiondon,.  recommending  to 
him,  as  he  ]earned  that  he  was  about  making  a  tour  in  France, 
to  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  gain  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  Franklin,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  treaty,  between 
the  two  nations,  founded  on  a  basis  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  made  between  the  United  States  and  the  States  General. 
The  latter  was  intended  for  exhibition  to  Franklin,  and  of 
jcoufse  proffered  great  readiness  to  meet  with  frankness  any 
overtures  that  might  be  made.  On  this  communication  be^ng 
made  to  him,  Franklin  proceeded  to  address  Count  Rosencrone, 
intimating  that  a  commission  would  probably  soon  be  sent  frpfsC 
the  United  States,  appointing  some  person  in  Europe  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  his  Danish  majesty,  on  the  basis  suggested. 
^'  To  smooth  the  way  for  obtaining  this  desirable  end,",  he 
added,  that  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  call  the  minister's 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  three  prizes  whose  violent  seizure 
he  was  *'  inclined  to  think  a  hasty  act,  procured  by  the  impor- 
tunities and  misrepresentations  of  the  British  minbter."  Some 
time  after,  having  written  to  the  court,  Waltersdorf  informed 
Franklin  that  he  was  authorized  to.  offer  a  compensation  of 
10,000  pounds,  which  was  declined^  *'  because  it  was  thought 
the  value  of  the  prizes  was  the  true  measure  of  compensation, 
and  that  that  ought  to  be  inquired  into." 

In  1785,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  had  succeeded  the  sage  of  P^ssy, 
Jones  wrote  to  Air.  Adams  as  minister  at  London,  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  seems  that  before  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  the  Count 
de  Waltersdorf  had  gone  to  the  West  Indies.  Jones  then  pro- 
posed assigning  his  powers  as  agent,  wit^  Mr*  Jefferson's  assent, 
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to  his  friend  Dr.  Bancroft,  as  he  wished  to  make  the  applicatia 
to  the  court  of  Denmark  Without  further  loss  of  time*  Tfc 
following  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  is  dated  July  17th,  1788. 

"  I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write 
me  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  and  embrace  the  opportunity  by 
Colonel  Trumbull  to  answer  it.     The   Count  de  ReventlaD, 
oomplaisantly  enough,  enclosed  my  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Wa^ 
tersdorf,  in  his  despatch  to  the  Danish  ministry,  and  informed 
him  that  it  related  to  a  public  affair.     So  that  there  is  no  rom 
to  doubt  that  the  letter  went  safe,  and  that  that  court  are  afr 
quainted  with  its  contents.     But  no  answer  has  been  receivei 
I  am  told  that  the  Baron  de  Waltersdorf  has  been  at  Paris  and 
at  the  Hague,  long  since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  bim  ;  and  I 
was  told  he  was  coming  to  London  where  I  should  see  bim. 
But  he  has  not  yet  been  here.     As  there  is  a  Danish  minifiteT 
now  in  Paris,  I  should  advise  you  to  apply  to  bim;  for  lie 
foreign  ministers  in  general,  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  have  lea 
weight  upon  their  spirits  in  all  things  relating  to  America,  tliafl 
those  at  London.    Cash,  I  fancy,  is  not  an  abundant  article  n 
Denmark,  and  your  claim  has  probably  delayed  and  suspended 
all  negociations  with  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me,  respecting  a  cow- 
mercial  treaty,  for  which,  three  years  ago,  there  was  no  little 
zeal.     This,  however,  is  only  conjecture,  in  confidence." 

Jones  thought,  however,  that  as  the  plan  of  applying  througfc 
the  ambassadors  had  proved  slow  and  uncertain,  and  as  Con- 
gress had  in  June  previous  ordered  the  prize  money  paid  orer 
•by  him  to  be  distributed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  which  mw^ 
his  immediate  return  to  America  unnecessary,  it  would  be 
better  for  bira  to  proceed  in  person  to  Copenhagen,  of  which 
Mr.  Jefferson  approved.     Jones  a^ed  and  obtained  a  letter 
from  the  Count.de  Vergenne^  to  the  Baron  de  la  Houze,  French 
ministerin  Denmark,  and  armed  himself  with  other  credentials. 
On  the  18th  of  August,  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  to  Baron  deBfo/»^ 
who  was  at  the  waters,  informing  him  of  the  object  of  the  che- 
valier's mission,   requesting  him  to  advise  his  court  thereoii 
and  asking  his  good  offices  with  the  ministers. 
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He  did  not  go  to  Copenhagen,  but  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Ame- 
rica.>  ,the  cause  of  which  will  appear  from  the  annexed  letter  to 
Ikir*    Jay»  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  written  shortly  after  his 
arrival  at  New  York.     Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  full  powers  to 
ctllow  the  charge  made  by  him  for  his  expenses,  while  soliciting 
payment  of  the  prize  money ;  which  may  have  had  some  par- 
tial influence  in  inducing  this  deviation  from  his  immediate 
purpose.     "  I  left  Paris  in  the  spring,  and  went  as  far  as  Brus- 
eels  on  my  way  to  Copenhagen,  when  an  unforeseen  circum- 
stance in  my  private  affairs  rendered  it  indispensable  for  me 
to  turn  about  and  cross  the  ocean.     My  private  business  here 
being  already  finished,  I  shall  in  a  few  days  re-embark  for 
Europe,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Denmark.     It  is 
my  intention  to  go  by  the  way  of  Paris,  in  order  to  obtain  a  let^ 
ter  to  the  French  minister  at  Copenhagen,  from  the  Count  de 
Montmorin,  as  the  one  I  obtained  is  from  the  Count  de  Ver* 
gennes.     It  would  be  highly  flattering  to  me  if  I  could  carry  a 
letter  with  me  from  Congress  to  his  most  christian  majesty, 
thanking  him  for  the  squadron  he  did  us  the  honour  to  support 
under  our  flag.     And  on  this  occasion,  sir,  permit  me,  with  be- 
coming diffidence,  to  recall  the  attention  of  my  sovereign  to  the 
letter  of  recommendation  I  brought  with  me  from  the  court  of 
France,  dated  30th  May^^l780.     It  would  be  pleasing  to  me  if 
that  letter  should  be  found  to  merit  a  place  on  the  journals  of 
Congress.     Permit  me  also  to  entreat,  that  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  read  the  letter  I  received  from  the  minister  of  ma- 
rine, when  his  majesty  deigned  to  bestow  on  me  a  golden-hilted 
sword,  emblematical  of  the  happy  alliance ;  an  honour  which 
his  majesty  never  conferred  on  any  other  foreign  officer*     1 
owed  the  high  favour  I  enjoyed  at  the  court  of  France  in  a  great 
degree  to  the  favourable  testimony  of  my  conduct  which  had 
been  communicated  by  his  majesty's  ambassador,  under  whose 
eye  I  acted  in  the  most  critical  situation  in  the  Texel,  as  well 
as  to  the  public  opinion  of  Europe.     And  the  letter  with  which 
I  was  honoured  by  the  prime  minister  of  France,  when  I  was 
about  to  return  to  America,  is  a  clear  proof  that  we.might  have 
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drawn  still  greater  advantages  from  the  ^nerous  dl^joskkior 
our«aIlj,  if  our  marine  had  not  been  lost  whilst  I  was,  uofe 
perplexing  circumstances,  detained  in  Europe,  after  I  had  gifes 
the  Count  de  Maurepas  my  plan  for  forming'  a  combined  ^mi 
ron  of  tenor  twelve  sail  of  frigates,  supported  by  the  Amerka 
with  a  detachment  of  French  troops  on  board  ;  the  whole  at  lie 
expense  of  his  majesty. 

**  It  is  certain  that  I  am  much  flattered  by  receiving  a  gold 
sword  from  the  most  illustrious  monarch  now  living;  but  Iliai/ 
refused  to  accept  his  commission  on  two  occasions  before  tint 
time,  when  some  firmness  was  necessary  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion.  He  was  not  my  sovereign  ;  I  served  the  cause  of  freedom; 
and  honours  from  my  sovereign  would  be  more  pleasing.  SiDce 
the  year  1775,  when  I  displayed  the  American  flag  for  AeBrst 
time  with  my  own  hands,  I  have  been  constantly  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  America.     Foreigners  have,  perhaps,  given  me  too 
much  credit,  and  this  may  have  raised  my  ideas  of  my  semeei 
above  their  real  value;  but  my  zeal  can  never  be  over-rated. 

<*  I  should  act  inconsistently  if  I  omitted  to  mention  tk 
dreadful  situation  of  our  unhappy  fellow-citizens  in  slavery  A 
Algiers*  Their  almost  hopeless  fate  is  a  deep  reflection  oo  otff 
national  character  in  Europe.  I  beg  leave  to  influence  tiie 
humanity  of  Congress  in  their  behalf,«and  to  propose  that  sonts 
expedient  may  be  adopted  for  their  redemption.  A  fund  might 
be  raised  for  that  purpose,  by  a  duty  of  a  shilling  per  montfc 
from  seamen's  wages,  throughout  the  continent,  and  I  aroj^ 
suaded  that  no  difliculty  would  be  made  to  that  requisitioo*' 

The  reasons  of  Jones  for  returning  thus  suddenly  to  AmericBf 
are  further  explained  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  D^* 
Bancroft  in  September  of  this  year.  He  had  expected  to  re- 
ceive at  Brussels  the  necessary  funds  for  his  journey  to,  sod 
business  at  Copenhagen ;  but  was  altogether  disappointed.  Be 
also  met  with  difficulty  and  loss  indisposing  of  part  of  bi^''^^ 
stock  while  in  America. 

A  letter  of  June  23d,  from  Madame  T ,  informed  bi^ 

of  the  sudden  death  of  her  friend  and  protectress  theltlarqui^ 


1 


\ 


PAia  JOKM. 


bw 


de .  Mfirsany  who  had  introduced  her  to  the  king.    He  says, 
vnrittng  to  Dr.  Bancroft:  ** this  is  also  a  great  grief  and  loss  to 
me,  as  I  had  in  that  lady  a  valuable  friend."     To  Mr.  Jefler- 
8on  he  said:  'Uhe  letter  you  sent  me,  left  the  feeling  author  all 
in  tears  !  Her  friend— her  protectress — her  introductressto  the 
king,  was  suddenly  dead!  She  was  in  despair  !  She  lost  more 
than  a  mother !  A  loss,  indeed,  that  nothing  can  repair ;  for 
fortune  and  favour  are  never  to  be  compared  to  tried  friend- 
ship.    I  hope,  however,  she  has  gone  to  visit  the  king  in  July, 
agreeably  to  his  appointment  given  her  in  the  month  of  March. 
I  am  persuaded  that  he  would  receive  her  with  additional  kind- 
ness, and  thiit  her  loss  would,  in  his  mind,  be  a!  new  claim  to 
his  protection ;  especially  as  be  well  knows  and  has  acknow- 
ledged her  superior  merit  and  just  pretensions.     As  I  feel  the 
greatest  concern  for  the  situation  of  this  worthy  lady,  you  will 
render  me  a  great  favour  by  writing  a  note,  requesting  her  to 
call  on  you,  as  you  have  something  to  communicate  from  me. 
When  she  comes,  be  so  good  as  to  deliver'  her  the  within  let- 
ter, and  show  her  this;  that  she  may  see  both  my  confidence 
in  you  and  my  advice  to  her." 

His  letter  to  the  lady  was  as  follows : 

«  New  Terky  September  4,  1787. 
<'  No  language  can  convey  to  my  fair  mourner  the  tender 
•orrow  I  feel  on  her  account !  The  loss  of  our  worthy  friend  is 
indeed  a  fatal  stroke!  It  is  an  irreparable  misfortune  which  can 
only  be  alleviated  by  this  one  reflection,  that  it  is  the  will  of 
God,  whose  providence  has,  I  hope,  other  blessings  in  store  for 
us.  She  was  a  tried  friend,  and  more  than  a  mother  to  you ! 
She  would  have  been  a  mother  to  me  also  had  she  lived.  We 
have  lost  her !  Let  us  cherish  her  memory,  and  send  up  grate- 
fiil  thanks  to  the  Almighty  that  we  once  had  such  a  friend.  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  you  have  yourself  gone  to  the 
king  in  July  as  he  had  appointed.  I  am  sure  your  loss  will 
be  a  new  inducement  for  him  to  protect  you,  and  render  you 
justice.    He  will  hear  you,  I  am  sure;  and  you  may  safely  un- 
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bosom  yourself  to  hini;  QDd  wk  his  i^dvice,  wl^jph  canpot  bqt 
be  flattering  to  him  to  give  you.  Tell  him  you  must  look  od 
him  as  your  father  and  protector.  If  it  were  necessary,  I  think, 
too,  that  the  Count  d'A ,*  liis  brother,  would,  on  your  per- 
sonal application,  render  you  good  offices  by  speaking  in  your 
favour.  I  should  like  it  better,  however,  if  you  can  do  with- 
out him.  Mr.  Jefferson  will  sho\v  you  my  letter  of  this  date  to 
him.  You  will  see  by  it  how  disgracefully  I  have  been  detained 
here  by  the  board  of  treasury.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  stir 
from  this  place  till  I  obtain  their  settlement  on  the  business  I 
have  already  performed ;  and  as  the  season  is  ab'eady  far 
advanced,  I  expect  to  be  ordered  to  embark  directly  for  the 
place  of  my  destination  in  the  north.  Mr.  Jefferson  will  for- 
ward me  your  letters.  I  am  almost  without  money,  and  much 
puzzled  to  obtain  a  supply.  I  have  written  to  Dr.  Bancroft  to 
endeavour  to  assist  me.  I  mention  this  with  infinite  regret, 
and  for  no  other  reason  than  because  it  is  impossible  fQr  me  to 
transmit  you  a  supply  under  my  present  circumstances.  This 
is  my  fiflh  letter  to  you  since  I  lefl  Paris.  The  two  last  were 
from  France,  and  I  sent  them  by  duplicates.  But  you  say 
nothing  of  having  received  any  letters  from  me  !  SummoDj  in; 
dear  friend,  all  your  resolution !  Exert  yourself,  and  plead 
your  own  cause.  You  cannot  fail  of  success ;  ypur  cause  would 
move  a  heart  of  flint !  Present  my  best  respects  to  your  sister. 
You  did  not  mention  her  in  your  letter ;  but  I  persuade  myself 
she  will  continue  her  tender  care  of  her  sweet  godson,  and  that 
you  will  cover  him  all  over  with  kisses  from  me  ;  they  come 
warm  to  you  both  from  the  heart !" 

He  says,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson:  *'  I  should  have  re- 
turned by  the  July  packet,  but  was  unexpecte|dly  detained  by 
the  treasury ;  and  notwithstandiujg  my  continual  pressing  appli' 
cation  since  that  time,  the  board  has  not  yet  reported  to  Con- 
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gress  on  my  business  done  with  the  court  of  Praiifce.  '  'Inhere  id 
no  Congress  at  this  moment;  but  as  the  grand  tonvention  is 
expected  to  rise  about  the  20th,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that 
Congress  will  be  full  soon  afterwards.  The  board,  I  under- 
stand, is  now  r^ady  to  report.  I  expect  to  obtain  from  Congress 
a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  king,  for  the  force  he  put  under  m*y 
command,  and  supported  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States ; 
and  my  promotion  has  been  talked  of,  to  date  from  the  day  I 
took  the  Serapis^." 

The  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  was  not  satisfkctofy  to 
him.  He  made,  among  others,  the  following  comments  upon  it*. 
"  The  settlement  that  I  made  with  the  court  of  Franci^'had 
first  I>r.  Franklin's,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Jefferson's  approbation, 
in  every  ^tage  and  article  of  the  business  ;  and  I  presum^'  it 
will  be  found,  at  least  so  far  as  depetided  on  me,  to  merit  that 
of  the  United  States.  The  board  of  treasury  have  been  pleased 
in  their  report  to  treat  me  as  a  mere  a^ent^  though  employed 
in  that  delicate  narional  concern.  In  France  I  was  receired  add 
treated  by  the  king  and  his  ministers  as  a  general  officer  and  a 
special  minister  from  Congress.  The  credit  with  which  I  am 
honoured  as  an  officer,  in  the  opinion  of  Europe,  ahd  the  per- 
sonal intitnacy  I  have  with  many  great  characters  at  Pans,  with 
my  exclusive  knowledge  of  all  chrcumstances  relative  to  the 
business,  insured  me  a  success  which  no  other  man  could  have 
obtained.  My  ^tuation  subjected  me  to  considerable  expense! 
1  went  to  court  much  oftener,  and  mixed  with  the  great  much 
more  frequently^  than  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  yet  the 
gentlemen  in  that  situation  consider  their  salary  of  two  thou- 
sand sterling  a  year  as  scarcely  adequate  to  their  expenses." 

Speaking  of  Landats,  he  sajrs :  •*  The  board  seems  ^reij 
zealous  fot  the  interests  of  that  broken  and  disgraced  officer.  ^I 
shaH  say  nothing  in  opposition  to  his  interests  ;  but  I  am  po^ 
sessed  of  ample  testimony,  that  if  he  had  been  tried  on  m^  tth^ 
cusation,  (instead  of  being  broke  and  disgraced  for  bringing 
away  the  Alliance  from  France,  after  •bis  Kng  suspended  by 
Dr.  Franklin,)  the  judgment  of  the  coUJt  martial  would  have 
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a^long  many^others,  that  we  had  no  system  for  the  goYemmtAft 
our  navy,  and  that  we  need  not  at  this  date  be  so  tenacioiMfif 
its  vaunted  ordinances ;  especially  in  a  delicate  case  betwea 
two  nations,  where  they  cannot  in  all  respects  be  applied  to  tk 
letter."  The  letter  from  which  the  foregoing'  extracts  are  maiie, 
was  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  a  committee  on  the  report  <if 
the  board  of  treasury.     It  is  a  bold  and  able  Tindication  of  in 
conduct  and  claims  ;  but  is  too  long  for  insertion.     He  sajiio 
the  course  ofit,  ^'  The  proposition  of  the  board  of  treasury,  tint 
I  should  give  new  securities  for  the  business  I  am  to  tnuamctia 
Penmaxk,  cannot  be  complied  with.     The  securities  I  gave 
with  my  own,  ape  mei^  of  property,  and  their  knovoi  himour  and 
honesty  set  their  characters  above  any  attack.      They  hsfcbotb 
of  them  been  able  and  faithful  servants  of  the  Americaactsse.' 

Coagress  was  disposed  to  act  with  more  liberality  than  tke 
board,  and  all  Jopes. wished  for  was  more  than  accompltth^ 
His  letter  to  Mr.  Jay  was  in  part  referred  back  to  that  geB^ 
man  for.  his  report. .  On  this,  occasion  he  took  the  opportuniQ 
of  again  urging  the  hints  he  had  suggested  in  the  conobi^ 
"  I  beg  leave,"  he  said,  "  to  observe  on  the  latter  pair*  ot  tto 
letter,  respecting  the  (and  I  wish  to  see  establisl^ed  for  the  re- 
demption of  our  fellow-citizens  at  Algiers,  that  I  had  alfioiB 
TieWy  &t  the  time,  a  national  establishment^  oi^  the  plan  of  the 
Grioenwich  £(ospital  in  England,  or  Hotel  des  Invalids  afft'^ 
which  wquld  bjB  effect^  from  the  residue  of  the  increi^ing  fo^ 
I  have  proposi^.  I  beg  you,  t^^refpre,  sir,  to  taj^e  jiotice  « 
this.in  your  report." 

On  tl^e  repo^  made  by  a  committee.  Congress  pftssed  tff^ 
lutions  01^  the  11th  October,  coi;ifirming  the  quotas  MW'^^^^ 
the  several.  alMps.  which  had  been  upder  his  commai^^i  ^^  ^^' 
reoti^  a  distribution  to  be  ipad^  agreeably  thereto,*  and  on 
the  16th,  that  ^>ody  passed  the  following  resolution. 

^  Mr;  Canii^ton  iDolv  OB  Ibis  ib)r » reKlolm  to  the  «flto  t^ 

[NmwiMfli  Jme§  oifig^ifliy  «jidfirt(K^  thf  nefocifOiop,  were  for  the  ffl^^.^f^ 
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«  MU$ohedmmmlmm§ljf,  That  a  madal  of  fold  be  strttdL,  and 
pgescpt^  totl»CheyalierJ<dmPariJoae<,mcomnieinogatiM 
of  the  yalour  and  brilliaiit  seryiees  of  that  officer,  in  the  com- 
OMUid  of  a  aqnadron  of  American  and  French  ihips  onder  the 
flttg  and  conaninion  of  the  United  States,  off  the  coast  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  hte  war ;  and  that  the  Honourable  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  have  the  same  executedt  with  the  prqier  derices.'' 
It  was  also  resolved,  that  a  letter  should  be  written  to  the 

king  of  France,  which  was  drawn  up  hj  Mr.  Jay,  and  was  as 

fidlow 

**  To  Hii  Moit  Ckriitian  Majei^,  Lom$^  King  of  France  and 

Navarre^ 

*'  €(«BAT  AND  nSLOVED  FrIEND  ! 

*^  We,  &e  United  Suites  in  Congress  assembled,  in  consider- 
ation ef  the  distinguished  marks  of  approbation  with  which  jour 
majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honour  the  Cherriier  John  Paul 
Jones  as  wril  as  from  a  sense  of  his  merit,  have  unanimously 
directed  a  medal  of  gold  to  be  struck  and  presented  to  him,  in 
ooaraiemoration  of  his  valour  and  brilliant  services  while  com* 
man^ng  a  squadron  of  French  and  American  ships,  under 
our  flag  and  commission,  off  the  coast  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 

faille  war. 
*'  As  it  is  his  earnest  desire  to  acquire  knowledge  in  his  pro- 

fossien,  we  cannot  forbear  requesting  of  your  majesty  to  permit 


mmt  yst  at  IhebMaiBMt  FM^boid  to  itMd  npon  nuHMmXty  diflerent  ground  ftom 
that  aoalomphud  at  tht  tiiao  of  the  appoinlment,  it  wag  jmt  aad  reaionablo  that  the  ^ 
filll  Taloe  of  the  aervicea  and  ezpenaea  neoesaarUy  incurred  ahonld  be  dedncted  from  the 
property  reoovered ;  and  that  he  ahoold  be  authorized  to  retain  the  47,972  Uvrea  in  hia 
baads.  Mr.  H.  Lee  moved  to  poatpone  the  conaideration  of  thia  motion,  and  ofbred 
aootfaar,  ynm:  that  the  eioeaa  of  money  eipended  orer  the  arooant  of  eommtaaion 
ihoald  be  paid  oat  of  the  federal  treaauy.  On  the  qoeation  of  poa^nement,  the  ayea 
were  only  fbnr.  On  the  qoeation  to  agree  to  Mr.  Carrington'a  motion,  the  delegatea  of 
eight  Statea  voted  for  it,  two  againatit,  and  thoee  ofVirginia  were  divided.  New  Hamp- 
ifaira  and  Maiylaod  bad  eaeh  only  a  aingle  delegate  preaent    So  the  qoeation  waaloat 
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him  to  embark  in  your  Aeeia  of  evolution,  where  only  it  wilfce 
probably  in  his  power  to  acquire  that  d^ree  o€  knowledge  wU 
may  hereafter  render  him  most  extensively  usefuL 

'*  Permit  us  to  repeat  to  your  majesty,  our  sincere  assuranco, 
that  the  various  and  important  benefita  for  w^faich  we  are  indebt- 
ed to  your  friendship  will  never  cease  to  interest  us  in  whatever 
may  concern  the  happiness  of  your  majesty,  your  fiunil^,  and 
peo[dc.  We  pray  God  to  keep  you,  our  great  and  bdovei 
friend,  under  his  holy  protection. 
''  Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  the  16th  day  of  October,  in  tk 

year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  our  soverei^ty  and  iodepeo- 

dence  the  12th.'' 

On  the  24th  of  October,  we  find  the   following  letter  to 

Madame  T ,  the  last  that  appears  amon^  bis  popera ; 

nor  is  there  any  further  record  of  bis  intercourse  with  thattedj. 

''  The  last  French  packet  brought  no  letter  to  me  from  the 
person  whose  happiness  is  dearer  to  me  than  any  thi^g  eUe.  I 
have  been  on  the  rack  of  fear  and  apprehension,  and  am  totau} 
unable  to  account  for  that  silence!  My  business  is  done  h&^ 
and  the  moment  of  my  return  to  Europe  afqproaches.     My  sen- 
timents are  unchanged,  and  my  impatience  can  better  be  iof     < 
gined  than  expressed.    I  have  been  honoured  here  beyond  id/ 
own  expectations.     But  your  silence  makes  even  honours  in- 
sipid.    I  am,  however,  far  from  blaming  you ;  want  of  bealthf 
or  some  other  misfortune  must  have  interposed.  If  this  reaches 
you,  remember  me  affectionately  to  your  sister  and  hergodsoO' 
May  Heaven  avert  all  trouble  from  you." 

On  the  25th,  Congress  passed  resolutions^  authorizing  aod 
instructing  the  minister  at  Versailles  to  make  proper  represeot- 
ations  to  his  Danish  majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  agamst 
him,  to  settle  the  demand,  and  to  despatch  the  Chevalier  Faui 
Jones,  or  such  other  agent  as  he  might  appoint,  with  powers  to 
carry  on  the  negociation,  subject  to  his  eventual  approbation. 
Five  per  cent,  commissions  was  to  be  allowed,  for  all  expend 
and  demands  whatever. 
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The  foUowing  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Jones  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, dated  the  24th. 

**  I  should  hare  embarked  in  the  packet  that  will  sail  for 
Havre  to-morrow  morning ;  but  an  account  having  arrived  here 
that  the  English  fleet  is  out,  and  was  seen  steering  to  the  west- 
w^ard,  and  that  a  British  squadron  is  cruising  in  the  North  Sea, 
has  induced  me,  with  the  advice  of  my  friends,  to  postpone  mjr 
embarkation  tiH  the  next  opportunity,  an  American  ship,  about 
the  beginning  of  next  montlu'' 

More  than  once  he  intimates  apprehensions,  that  he  was  not 
safe  from  English  resentment.     They  are  treated  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Biography  with  levity.     There  is  some  mystery  in  his 
being  desirous  not  to  attract  public  attention  at  the  commence- 
neiit  ot  this  misnon^  which  cannot  be  cleared  up ;  though  it 
BMiy  be  ocmjectured  that  he  was  uncertain  as  to  what  course  he 
should  pursue,  or  what  service  he  might  engage  in.  It  is  barely 
posfdUe  that  he  may  have  had  some  views  to  the  brilliant  pro- 
spect which  in  fact  opened  upon  him,  on  his  arrival  in  Europe, 
and  which  held  out  a  far  more  glorious  promise  than  being 
permitted  to  embark  for  improvement  in  the  French  fleets  of 
evolirtion*    However  this  may  be,  he  sailed  from  New  York  on 
the  11th  December,  landed  at  Dover  on  account  of  unfavour- 
able weather,  and  after  spending  a  few  days  in  London,*  where 
he  conferred  with  Adams  on  the  objects  of  his  mission,  he  re- 
paired forthwith  to  Paris.     The  following  was  his  first  com- 
mumcation,  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 

[private.] 

**  Hotdde  Beam9aii,rue  dt  tumx  AuguttvMt, 
Paris,  tkoember  12, 1787. 

**  His  Excellency  Thomas  Jefterson, 

"  Sir— I  am  just  arrived  here  from  England.     I  left  New 
York  the  11th  of  November,  and  have  brought  public  despatches 


*  He  went,  he  says,  to  Coveirt  Gtr^ii  Theatre ;  which  does  not  indicate  that  he 
wu  afraid  of  popular  resentment. 
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and  a  number  of  private  letters  for  yoit.  I  wo«kl  hawe  wM 
on  you  immediatelyy  instead  of  writing t  b«it  I  have  sevod 
strong  reasons  for  desiring  that  no  person  abouU  haaw  of  aj 
being  here  till  I  hare  seen  you,  and  been  faTowned  with  jcm 
advice  on  the  steps  I  ought  to  pursue.  I  luiFe  a  leCter  frai 
Congress  for  the  king,  and  perhaps  joii  will  think  it  adrisiUr 
not  to  present  it  at  this  moment.  I  shall  not  go  out  tilll  hcv 
from,  or  see  you.  And,  as  the  people  in  this  hotel  do  noC  kass 
my  name,  you  will  please  to  ask  for  the  gentleman  justairirei 
who  is  lodged  in  No.  1." 

At  the  interview  thus  solicited,  Mr.  Jefferson  made  a  com- 
munication to  him,  which, though  he  says  in  hisJimrmsJbeittni 
treated  it  as  chimerical,  must,  unanticipated  as  it  probabi)  nir 
have  awakened  amlntious  hopes  and  dreams  cf  glory  too  poiv- 
erful  and  vivid  not  to  be  entertained  and  deeply  meditated  ^x» 
He  informed  him,  that  in  several  cohversatBons  be  had  M 
with  H.  Simolin,  the  Russian  ambassador  at  YeruuBes,  ^ 
latter  had  intimated  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  great  inpo^ 
tance  to  the  empress,  if  she  could  engage  the  services  of  tk     i 
chevalier  in  the  war  she  was  carrying  on  againM  the  Tnrb     ' 
He  was  not  authorized  to  make  any  specific  propositiiHi ;  M     ] 
the  hint  was  certainly  not  unattended  to  by  the  commodore* 

On  the  24th  December,  he  submitted  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  peru- 
sal his  documents  in  relation  to  the  daim  on  Denmari*  A® 
says,  in  conclusion :  "  I  have  explained  to  the  board  oi  treaforf 
the  mistake  that  was  made,  in  calling  the  ships  in  questioB 
*  prizes  of  the  Alliance ;'  and  lefk  them  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  prizes  belong  to  the  squadron  in  general.*    Now,  as  '»> 
most  christian  majesty  was  at  the  whole  expense  of  sttpp<'<^ 
the  squadron  I  commanded,  including  the  expense  of  the  AUi' 
ance,  I  submit  to  you  what  kind  of  support  would  bs  moit  pr<^ 


*  Am  Um< prJKi  hti  beea  noi^miMiMnBil  tp  war  ipoa  AmaicMi  r^mitt ^ ^ 
bekmged  wkoUy  to  the  capton. 
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per  for  tUi  oourt  to  affiird  to  my  rtdamition  «l  the  emirt  of 
J[>«iiiimrk  ?  It  is  the  doty  of  this  gorerBBieiit  to  interesl  iUielf 
IB  behalf  of  the  Freneh  subjects  who  were  embarked  under  my 
iMrders.  In  doing  this»  would  it  be  mo0t  proper  to  authorise  me 
to  act  for  them  in  common  with  the  Americans ;  or  to  direct 
the  BaroB  de  la  Houze  to  support  my  application  T' 

On  the  24th  of  January  foHowiof ,  he  received  his  credentials 

'  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  accordieg  to  the  tenor  of  the  Act  of  Con* 

grass,  and  soon  after  set  out  lor  Cq)enhagen.    The  following 

letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson  explains  the  circumstances  of  his  arriral 

and  reception.    It  is  dated  Mardi  11th. 

"  I  ha?e  been  so  much  indisposed  since  my  arrival  here  the 
4th,  from  the  fatigue  and  excessive  cold  I  suffered  on  the  roadi 
that  I  have  been  obliged  to  confine  mjrself  almost  constantly  to 
my  chamber.    I  have  kept  my  bed  for  several  days ;  but  I  now 
feel  myself  better,  and  hope  the  danger  is  over.    On  my  arri- 
val, I  paid  my  respects  to  the  minister  of  France.    He  received 
me  with  great  kindness ;  we  went,  five  days  ago,  to  the  minitf- 
ter  of  foreign  affairs.    I  was  much  flattered  with  my  reception^ 
and  our  conversation  was  long  and  very  particular  respecting 
America  and  the  new  constitution,  of  which  I  presented  a  oopy. 
He  observed,  that  it  had  ^ruck  him  aft  a  very  dangerous  power 
to  make  the  president  commander-iii-diief ;  in  other  respects  it 
appeared  to  please  him  mudh,  as  leadii^  to  a  near  and  sure 
treaty  of  commerce  between  America  and  Denmark.    It  was  a 
day  of  publte  business,  and  I  could  not  do  more  than  present 
your  letter.    I  shall  follow  the  busmess  closely.    lu  a  few  days, 
when  I  am  re-estcJblished  in  healthy  I  am  to  be  presented  to  the 
wbd^  court,  and  to  sup  with  the  king.    I  shall  after  that  be 
presented  to  all  the  corps  diplomatique  and  other  persons  of 
distinction  here.    I  am  infinitely  indebted  to  the  attentions  I 
receive  fnmi  the  minister  of  France.    I  made  the  inquiry  you 
desired  in  Holland,  and  should  then  have  written  to  you  in  con- 
sequence, had  I  not  been  assured,  by  authority,  (M.  Van  Stop- 
horst,)  that  I  could  not  doubt  that  letters  had  been  sent  you  on 
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the  subject^  that  eouM  not  fail  of  giving'  you  satisfaction.  1. 
Van  Stophorst  was  very  obliging.     At  Ilcunburgh,  I  ordeiri 
the  smoked  beef  you  desired  to  be  sent  to  you,  to  the  care  of 
the  American  agent  at  Havre  de  Grace  ;  you  have  nothing  ta 
do  but  receive  it,  paying  what  little  charges  may  be  on  it.    Hj 
ill  health  and  fatigue  on  the  road  hindered  me  from  preparii^ 
the  extract  of  the  engagement.    When  you  see  M.  Littlepa^,* 
I  pray  you  to  present  my  kind  compliments.      It  is  said  here 
that  the  empress  confides  the  commerce  of  her  fleet,  that  w2l 
pass  the  Sound,  to  Admir^  Oreig ;  and  that  he  means  to  caH 
at  an  English  port  to  take  provisions,  &c.      The  Hamhargh 
papers,  I  am  told,  have  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  Frankb. 
I  shaU  be  extremely  concerned  if  the  account  prove  true— God 
forbid!'' 

In  a  subsequent  letter  of  the  18th,  he  states : 
"  Yesterday  his  excellency  the  Baron  de  la  Houze,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  at  this  court,  did  me  the  honour  to 
present  me  publicly  to  his  majesty,  the  royal  family,  and  thief 
personages  at  the  royal  palacfe  here. 

"I  had  a  very  polite  and  distinguished  reception.  Tbequeea 
dowager  conversed  with  me  ifbr  some  time,*  and  said  the  mof^ 
civil  things.     Her  majesty  has  a  dignity  of  person  and  deport- 
ment which  becomes  her  well,  and  which  she  has  the  secret  to 
reconcile  with  great  affability  and  eade.     The  princess  royal  is 
a  chfiurming  person,  and  the  graces  are  so  much  her  own,  tbatjt 
is  impossible  to  see  and  converse  with  her  without  paying  b^ 
.  that  homage  which  artless  beauty  and  good  nature  wiH  ^^^ 
command.     All  the  royal  family  spoke  to  me  except  the  kingi 
who  speaks  to  no  person  when  presented.  His  majesty  saluted 
me  with  great  complaisance  at  first,  and  as  often  afterwards  as 
we  met  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  The  prince  royal  is  greatly 
beloved  and  extremely  afifable ;  he  asked  me  a  number  of  f^' 


*  Chamberlain  to  the  king  of  Pokmd. 
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tinent  quoylioiis  respecting  America.  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
invited  to  sup  with  his  mi^eety  and  the  rojol  fiunily;  The  com*- 
pany  at  table  (consistiog  of  seventy  ladies  «yid  gontlemen,  indlu- 
diMMg  the  rojral  fiimily»  the  ministers  of  state,  and  foreign  ambas- 
•  sadors)  was  very  brilliant." 

It  will  be  seen  that  he  lost  no  timey  as  soon  as  his  health  per-' 
mittedy  in  pressiag  the  obfoets  of  his  mibsioa;  and-  tliough  he 
was  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  a  separate  negociation  With 
Baron  Krudner,  the  Russian  envoy  at  the  Court  of  Denmark, 
he  appears  to  have  urged  Us  demands  of  indemnification  for 
the  lost  prizes  with  at  least  as  much  rapidity  and  energy  as 
the  proprieties  of  diplomaqr  admitted.    And  though  he  had 
very  soon  made  up  his  mind  about  the  Russian  offers,  as  will 
be  ^een  ftora  his  letters,  this  did  not  occasion  the  abandon* 
ment  of  his  application,  which  was  got  rid  of  by  the  Banish 
minister  on  formal  pretexts,  and  by  {nromises  not  made  to  be  kept. 
On  the  19th  of  Itfarcb,  he  addresses  M.  De  Chezaulx,  wha 
was  still  consul  at  Bergen  in  Norway,  asking  him  to  communi- 
cate what  be  knew  and  believed  '<  in  relation  to  the  true  and  en- 
tire value  of  the  prizes.  •  •  •  •  From  the  favourable  reception,'* 
Im  says,  <'  with  which  I  have  been  bcHioured  at  this  court,  I  have 
reason  to  hope  that  my  mission  here  will  be  amicably  concluded. 
Please  to  address  your  letter  under  cover  to  the  Baron  de  la 
Houze,  to  whose  kindattentioli  and  good  offices,  I  am  under  infi- 
nite obligations.    I  have  the  honour  to  siAjoin  a  letter  from  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs  to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  name  and 
by  order  of  Congress,  thanking  you  for  your  conduct  respecting 
my  prizes,  and  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.'^ 
It  woidd  appear  from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  written  on  the 
20th,  that  the  court  of  France  had  made  no  formal  oommuniea- 
tion  to  their  minister  at  Copenhagen,  (the  Baron  de  la  Houze,) 
directing  him  to  support  the  claim.    *^  I  pray  you,"  he  wrote, 
'*and  so  does  he,  to  push  that  point  immediately." 

On  the  24th,  he  thus  addressed  the  Danish  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  Compte  de  Bernstorf.  *<  From  the  Act  of  Congress, 
(the  Act  by  which  I  am  honoured  with  a  gold  medal,)  I  had  the 
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bonour  to  fh^w  your  excelknqr  the  81ft  of  this  Bioacli,  as  wA 
BM&om  the  oonYorsatioD  that  follovpedy  yoa  nHist  be  eontioeed 
that  eircuoMtancefl  do  not  pormit  flie  to  renMun  here ;  but  that 
I  am  under  the  neceflsky,  either  to  retom  to  France  or  to  pro- 
ceed to  Russia.  As  the  nunister  of  the  United  Slates  <^  Ame- 
rica at  Paris  gave  me  the  perusal  of  the  packet  he  wrote  bj  me, 
and  whkk  I  bad  the  honour  to  present  to  you  on  my  arriTiil 
here,  itis  needless  to  go  into  any  detail  <mtlieol9ect  of  my  mie- 
sion  to  this  court;  wfaidi  Mr.  Jefferson  has  particularly  ezidaiiied. 
The  promise  you  haTO  giren  me,  of  a  prompt  and  ezpKeit  de- 
cision, from  this  court,  on  the  Act  of  Congress  of  die  2Sth  of 
October  last,  inspire  me  with  full  confidence.  I  have  been  very 
particular  in  oommunicating  to  the  United  States  all  the  polite 
attenticms  ¥rfth  which  I  haTe  been  honoured  at  this  court,*  and 
they  will  leant  with  great  pleasure  the  kind  receptimt  I  had 
from  yea.  {  felicitated  nqrself  on  being  the  instrum^it  to  setde 
the  delicate  natioaal  business  m  question,  with  a  minister  who 
conciliates  the  Tiews  of  the  wise  statesman  with  the  noMe  senti- 
ments and  ddtivated  miod  of  the  true  plnloaopher  and  man  of 
letters.'' 

On  the  27th,  I  find  a  letter  from  Mr.  JeffenKm  to  Jones, 
dated  at  Amsterdam,  where  he  had  been  staying  some  time 
longer  than  he  had  anticipated.  He  merely  informs  him  of 
the  dday  in  receiving  news  from  America  ;  that  there  had  been 
ariseoften  per  cent,  in  the  English  bank  stock;  and  that  tbe 
government  of  that  country  refiiscd  to  receive  or  furnish  i'efredi- 
ments  to  the  Russian  squadron  destmed  to  the  MediterraoeaD 
On  the  90th,  Jones  agam  assailed  Count  Bemstorf. 

**  Your  silence  on  the  subject  of  my  mission  from  the  United 
States  to  this  court  leaves  me  in  the  most  painful  suspense ;  die 
more  so,  as  I  have  made  your  exceHency  acquainted  with  the 
promise  I  am  under  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  St.  Peters- 
burgh.  This  being  tbe  ninth  year  since  the  three  prizes  reclaim- 
ed by  the  United  States  were  srised  upon  in  the  port  of  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  court  has  loag  ^^ee 
taken  an  ultimate  resolution  respecting  the  compensation  i^ 
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MmoA  m%A^  hy  Ctagr^a^.  Tboi^h  I  am  extremely.  9m?ible  4fF 
tiie  favourable  reoepitien  with  which  I  have  beea  distiogiiisb^d 
ait  this  court,  and  am  particjularlj  flattened  by  the  polite  attea- 
tions  with  wbieh  you  have  hoaoured  me  at  every  conferences; 
yet  I  Jmve  remarkiad,  with  great  eonceriv  that  you  have  nev^ 
led  tbeconvergatiou  to  the  object  of  my  mission  here.  A  man  ,of 
your  liberal  Henttmenta  willbot,  therefore,  be  surprised,  or  t^- 
fended  at  my  plain,  dealing,  when  I  repe^  that  I  impatiently 
e;(pect  a  prompt,  o^i  ^categorical  answer,  in  writing,  frqm  this 
Asourt,  to.  the  Act  q(  Congress  of  the  25th  of  October  la^t.  B^ 
my  dut^  and  the  circumstances  of  my  situatipa  constrain  loq  to 
make  this  demand  in  the  nan^e  of  my  sovereign  the  United 
S(at^  of  Ajq^ica ;  but  I  beseech  you  to  believe,  that  though  I 
am  extremely  tenacious  of  the  hotumr  of  the  Asncncanfictg^  yet 
my  personal  intercut  i^the  decision  I  now  ask  would  neyer 
have  induced  me  to. present  myself  at  this  court.  You  are  ^oq 
just,  sir,  to  delay,  my  business  here  ;  which  would  put  me  under 
the  necessity  to  break  the  promise  I  have  made  to  her  imperial 
majesty,  conformable^to  yomr  advice.'' 

To  this  the  cpunt  was  obliged  to  reply,  wh^ch  he  did,  as  fpl* 
lows,  on  the  4th  of  April. 

^'  You  have,  requested  of  me  an  answer  to  the  letter  you  flid  ' 
me  the  honour  to  remit  me  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  minister  ple;ni- 
'potentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  near  his  most  chris- 
tian miyesty.  I  do  it,  with  so  much  more  pleasure,  as  yo\i  h^ve 
.inspired  «me  with  as  much  interest  as  confidence,  and  this  occa- 
sion appears  to  me  favourable  to  make  known  the  sentiments  of 
the  king  my  master,  on  the  objects  to  which  we  attach  so  much 
importance.  Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  plans  and  the 
wishes  of  his  majesty  than  to  let  fall  a  negociation  which  has  only 
been  suspended  in  consequence  of  circumstances  arising  from 
the  necessity  of  maturing  a  new  situation,  so  as  to  enlighten 
himself  on  their  recipit)qU  interests,  and  to  avoid  the  inconve- 
nience of  a  precipitate  and  imperfect  arrangement.    I  am 
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authorized,  sir,  to  give  you,  and  through  you  to  Mr.  J^fferaei^ 
the  word  of  the  king,  that  his  majesty  will  renew  the  aegociar 
tion  for  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  in  )the  forms  already 
agreed  upon,  at  the  instant  that  the  new  constitution  (that  ad- 
mirable plan,  BO  worthy  of  the  wisdom  of  the  most  enlightened 
men)  will  have  been  adq)ted  by  the '  States,  to  which  nothing/ 
more  was  wanted^ta  assure  to  itself  a  perfect  considerati<>n.  If 
it  has  not  been  possible,  sir,  to  discuss,  definitively  with  you, 
neither  the  principal  object  nor  its  accessories,  the  idea  of  elu- 
ding the  question^  or  of  retarding  the  decision,  had  not  the 
least  part  in  it.  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  express  to 
you,  in  our  conversations,  that  your  want  of  plenipotentiary 
powers  from  Congress  was  a  natural  and  invincible  obstacle. 
It  would  be,  likewise,  contrary,  to  the  established  custom  to 
change  the  seat  of  negociation,  which  has  not  been  broken  off, 
but  only  suspended,  thereby  to  transfer  it  from  Paris  to  'Co- 
penhagen. 

"I  have  only  one  more  favour  to  ask  of  you,  sir,  that  yon 
would  be  the  interpreter  ^f  our  sentiments  in  regard,  to  the 
United  States.  It  would  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  te 
think  that  what  I  have  said  to  you  on  this  subject  carries  with 
it  that  conviction  of  the  truth  which  it  merits.^  We  desire  to 
form  with  them  connexions^  solid,  useful,  and  essential ;  we 
wish  to  establish  them  on  bases  natural  and  immoveable.  The 
momentary  clouds^  the  incertitudes,  which,  the  misfortunes  of 
the  times  brought  with  them,  exist  nq  loager.  We  should  no 
longer  recollect  it,  but  to  feel  in  a  more  lively  mannerthe  hap- 
piness of  a  more  fortunate  period;  and  to  show  ourselves  more 
eager  to  prove  the  dispositions  most  proper  to  effect  an  union, 
and  to  procure  reciprocally  the  adi^antages  which  a^  sincere  al- 
Kance  can  afford,  and  of  which  the  two  countries  are  susceptible. 
These  are  the  sentiments  which  I  can  promise  you,  sir,  on  our 
part,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  to  find  them  likewise  in  America; 
nothing,  then,  can  retard  the  coiidusion  of  an  arrangement, 
ilt^hich  I  am  happy  to  see  so  far  advanced. 
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"  Copcmb^gtn,  April  5, 1788. 
**  I  pray  your  exeellency  to  inforin  me  when  X  ean  have  the  ho- 
nour to  wait  on  you,  to  r.eoeivts  the  letter  you  have  been  kind 
enough  to  promise  to  write  me,  in  answer  to  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  25th  Octot^r  last.  As  you  have  told  me  that  my 
want  of  plenipotentiary  powers  to  terminate  vlUmatdjf  the  busi- 
ness now  on  the  carpet  between  this  court  and  the  United  States 
has  determined  you  to  autfiorize  the  Baron  de  Blome  to  ne- 
gociate  and  settle  the  same  with  Mr.  Jefferson  at  Paris,  and  to 
conclude  ^  the  same  time  an  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce 
between  Denmark  and  the  United  Stai;es ;  my  business  hei^ 
will  of  courjse  be  at  an  end  when  I  shall  have  received  your  let- 
ter, and  paid  you  my  thanks  in  ,person  for  the  very  polite  atten- 
tions with  which  you  have  hoiioured  me«" 

Thus  was  this  negociation  brought  to  what  was  in  fact  its 
close.* 

Jones  had  received  the.  following  letter  from  Baron  Krudn^, 
shortly  after  his  arrival  at  Copenhagen. 

^'  I  am  much  disappointed  at  not  meeting  you  at  court,  as  I 
had  promised  qayself,  but  ^  slight  indisposition  prevented  me 
from  going  abroad  ;  besides,  I  have  been  agreeably  occupied  in 
writing  letters.  My  sovereign  will  learn  wkh  pleasure  the 'ac- 
quisition which  she  has  made  in  your  gr«at  talents.  I  have  her 
commands  for  your  acceptance  of  the  grade  of  captain  com- 
mandatlt,t  with  the  rank  of  major  general,  in  her  service,  and 

*  Mr  JeflmoB'fl  replj  to  the  commaniaitHm  of  Bersitorrat  this  time,  will  be  fimnd 
in  hia  **  Writings,*'  Vol.  II.  p.  3%. 

tTooke  sajs  in  his  Life  of  Catharine  II.  (Vol  III.  p.  184,  Am.  Ed.)  that  the  Prince 
de  Nassaa-Siegen  was  the  only  admiral,  and  Mr.  Spiridoff  the  only  centre  admiral  in 
the  Rasaian  senriee,  towards  the  end  of  this  year,  1788.  He  shows  his  ignorance  ns  to 
the  commission  Jones  held,  and  the  senrices  of  the  latter  in  the  Liman  campaign.  He 
says :  '*  in  Russia  there  are  three  classes  of  captains.  Those  of  the  first  have  the  rank 
of  brigadier ;  those  of  the  second,  of  colonel ;  those  of  the  last,  of  lieutenant  colonel. 
They  all  wear  the  military  order  of  St.  €leorge ;  but  are  only  knights  of  the  fourth 
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f  bat  you  should  ^ooeed  as  mkm  as  jmt  iMkirs  permit ;  the  in- 
tention of  her  itbperial  majesty  being  to  give  you  a  commapd 
in  the  Black  Sea,  atod  under  the  orders  of  Prince  Potemkin, 
from  the  opening  of  the  campaignir  The  immortal  giory  by 
which  you  have  illustrated  your  name  cannot  make  you  indif- 
ferent to  the  fresh  laurels  you  must  gather  tir  the  new  cflii'eer 
which  opens  to  you^  I  have  the  honour  of  being  on.  this  occa- 
sion the  interpreter  of  those  sentiments  of  esteem  with  whidi 
for  a  long  period  your  br'dhant  exploits  have  inspired  ber  impe- 
rial majesty.  Under  a  sovereign  so  magnanimous,  in  pursuit^ 
glory  you  need  not  doubt  of  the  most  distinguished  rewai^ds,  aAd 
that  every  advantage  of  fortune  will  await  you,''  &c.  &e. 

In  announcing  the  receipt  of  this  letter  to  Mr^r  JeiFerson,  Janes 
said:  '^  Before  you  can  receive. this,  M.  de  SimoKn  will  have  ifr- 
formed  you  that  your  proposal  to  him,  and  his  application  on 
that  idea,  have  been  well  received.  The  matter  is  communi- 
eated  to  me  here,  in  the  most  flattering  terms,  by  a  letter  I  iia?e 
received  from  his  excellency  the  Baron  de  Krudner.  There 
aeems,  however,  to  rie^nain  some  difficulty  respecting  the  letter 
of  Monsieur  de  Simolin's  proposal,  though  it  is  accepted,  ik 
8ubiiancef  with  an  appearance  of  great  satisfaction.  Z  find  roy- 
aelf  under  the  necessity  of  setting  out  for  St»  PeterAnr^ 
through  Sweden  in  a  few  dajrs,  inst^td  of  returning  first,  as  was 
my  wish  and  intention,  to  Paris*  t  hope  in  the  mean  jlime  to 
receive  a  satisfactory  answer,  which  I  shall  duly  cdmmunicale 
to  you." 

I  cannot  see  the  particular  discrepancy  between  these  state- 
ments and  those  contained  in  the  Journal,  (which  will  present* 
ly  be  introduced,)  which  seems  to  have  struck  the  writer  of  the 
Edinburgh  Life.  In  the  Journal  Jones  says,  that  on  the  first  sug" 
gestion  of  the  matter,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
foreign  service.     But  he  very,  soon  changed  his  mind. 

The  following  was  his  letter  to  Mr.  Jefierson,  announcing 
the  termination  of  his  business  at  the  Danish  court.  It  may 
be  considered  as  ftpologetical  for  the  step  he  was  about  takiof » 
and  must  not  be  omitted. 


^--  ^^-^^ 


^'CopeiAagenj  April  8, 1798. 
**  His  ExceUeney  Thomas  Jepfehson,  Esq. 

^'  Siit-^Bj  mj  letters  to  the  Coant  de  Bernstorf,  and  lus  ex- 
celleDcy's  answer,  you  see  Uiat  my  business  here  is  at  an  end* 
If  I  haye  not  finally  concluded  the  object  of  my  mission,  it  is 
neither  your  fault  nor  mine ;  the  powers  I  receiyed  are  found 
insufficient,  and  yoo  could  not  act  otherwise  than  was  prescribed 
in  your  instructions.  Thus  it  frequently  happens,  that  good 
opportunities  are  lotst  when  the  supreme  power  does  liot  place 
a  sufficient  confidence  in  the  distant  operations  of  public  offi- 
cers, whether  civil  or  mihtary.  I  have,  however,  the  melancholy 
satisfaUion  to  reflect,  that  I  have  been  received  and  treated 
here  with  a  disttnction  fa^  above  the^pretensions  of  my  public 
midsioill ;  ancf  I  felicittfte  myself  sincerely,  on  being,  at  my  own 
expense^  (and  even  at  the  peril  of  my  Kfe,  for  my  sufTerings, 
from  .the  indcmeiioy  of  the  weather,  and  my  want  of  proper 
means  to  guard  against  it  ob  the  journey,,  were  inexpressible; 
and  I  believe,  frdm  what  I  yet  feel,  will  continue  to  afiect  my 
constitution,)  the  insthiment  to  renew  the  nego^ation  between 
this  country  and  M:be  United  States ;  the  more  so,  as  the  honour 
is  now  reserved  for  yon  to  display  your  great  abilities  atid  in- 
tegrity by  the  completion  and  improvement  of  what  Dr.  Frank<^ 
lin  had  wisely  begun.  I  have  done  then,  what  perhaps  no  oth^r 
person  would  bav^  undertaken  under  the  same  circumstahees ; 
and  while  I  have  the  consolation  to  hope  that  the  Uitfted  States 
will  derive  soUd  advantages  from  my  journey  and  effi>rt8  here, 
I. rest  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  interests  of  the  brave  men  I 
commanded  will  experience  in  you  parental  attention,  and  that 
the  American  fiag  can  lose  none  of  its  lustre,  but  the  contrary, 
while  its  honoar  is  confided  to  you.  America  being  a  young 
nation  with  an  increasing  commerce,  which  will  naturally  pro^ 
duce  a  navy,  I  please  myself  with  the  hope,  that  in  the  treaty 
you  are  aboiit  to  conclude  with  Denmark,  you  will  find  it  easy 
and  highly  adrantageous  to  include  certain  articles  for  admit* 
ting  Atnerica  into  the  armed  neotraKty.  I  persuade  nliyself 
before4iand,  that  this  wt>uld  ikflbrA  pleasure  to  the  empress*  of 
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$U08ia9  who  is  at  the  kead  of  that  noble  and  humane  combina- 
tion ;  and  as  I  shall  now  set  out  immediiitely  for  St.Petersbttrfh, 
I  wiU  mention  the  idea  to  bei;  imperial  majesty,  and*  let  you 
know,  her  answer.  ^ 

^<  If  Congress  should  think  I  deserve  the  p^romotion  that  was 
proposed  when  I  was  last, in  America,  and  shauld  condescrend  to 
confer  on '  me  the  gcade  of  rear  admiral,  firom  the  day  I  #took  the 
Serapis,  (23d  of  September,  1779,)  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be 
very  agreeably  to  the  empress,  who  now  deigns  to  offer  me  an 
equal  rank  in  her  service, although  I  never  yet  had  the  honour 
to  draw  my  sword  in  her  cause,  nor  to  do  any  other  act  that 
could  directly  meriliber  imperial  benevolence.  While  I  express, 
in  the  warm,  effusion  of  a  grateful  heart,  the  deep  sense  I  fed 
of  my  eternal  obligation  to  you,' as  the  author  of  the  honourable 
prospect  that  is  now  befpre  me,  I  ^lust  rely  on  yo|ir  friepdahip 
to  justify  to  the  United  States  the  important  step  I  now  tidie, 
conforn^able  to  your  advice.  You  know  I  bad  no  idea  of  thii 
new  fortune  when  I  found  that  you  had  put  it,  in  train,  before 
my  last  return  to  Paris  from  America.  I  have  not  forsaken  a 
country,  .that  has  had  many  disinterested  and  difficult  proofs  ef 
my  steady  affection ;  and  I  can  never  renounce  the  glorious  title 
of  a  dUzen  of  the  United  Staies ! 

^^  It  is  true  I  have  not  the  expre^S'  permission  of  the  sove* 
reignty,  to  accept  the  offer  of  her  imperial  majesty;  yet  Ame- 
rica is  independent,  is  in  perfect  peace,  has  no  public  employ- 
ment for  my  military  talents ;  but  why. should  I  excuse  a  con- 
duct which  I  should  rather  hope,  would  meet  with  general  ap- 
probation i  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  178^,  Congress  passed 
an  Act  for  my  embarkation  in  the  fleet  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty ;  ^d  ;when,  a  few  months  ago,  I  left  America  to  rf^urn  to 
£urope,  I  was  made  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to  his  most  ^lu-istian 
majesty,  requesting  me  to  be  permitted  to  cmabark  in  the  fleets 
of  evolution.  Why  did  Congress  pass  those  Acts  ? '  To  facilitate 
my  improvement  in  the  art  of  conducting  fleets  and  military 
operations.  .  I  am  then,  conforming  myself  to  the  views  c^  Con- 
gress; hut  the  roll  allotted  n^e,  is  infinitely  more  high,  and 
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difficult  than  Congress  intended.  Instead  of  receiving  lessons 
from  able  masters,  in  the  theory  of  war,  I  am  called  to  inhme-- 
diate  practice ;  where  I  must  command  in  chief,  conduct  the 
most  difficult  operations,  be  my  own  precei^tor,  and  instruct 
others.  Congress  will  allow  me  some  merit  in  daring  to  en- 
counter such  multiplied  difficulties.  The  mark  I  mentioned  of 
the  approbation  of  that  honourable  body,  would  be  eirtremely 
flattering  to  me  in  the  career  I  am  now  to  pursue,  and  would 
stimulate  all  my  ambition  to  acquire  the  necessary  talepts  to 
merit  that,  and  even  greater  favours,  at  a  future  day.  I  ^ray 
you,  sir,  to  explain  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  and  be 
the  interpreter  of  my  sentiments  to  the  United  States  in  Oon- 
gress.  I  ask  for  nothing ;  and  beg  leave  to  be  understood  only 
as  having  hinted,  what  is  natural  to  conceive,  that  the  mark 
of  approbation  I  mentioned,  could  not  fail  to  be  infinitely  ser- 
viceable to  my  views  and  success  in  the  country  where  I  am 
going. 

,  "  The  prince  royal  sent  me  a  messenger;  requesting  me  to 
come  to  his  apartment.  His  royal  highness -said  a  great  many 
civil  things  to  me,  told'^me  the  king  thanks  me  for  my  atten- 
tion and  civil  behaviour  to  the  Danish  ilfig;  whilci  I  commanded 
in  the  European  seas ;  and  that  his  majesty  wished  for  occa- 
sions to  testify  to  me  his  personal  esteem,  &c.  I  was  atone 
with  the  prince  half  an  hour.     I  am  with  perfect  esteem,  ^c.*^ 

The  hint  that  the  empress  would  be  pleased  with  his  receiv- 
ing the  honorary  rank  of  rear  admiral  from  his  own  govern- 
ment, was  drawn  forth  in  consequence  of  his  not  obtaining  it  in 
the  first  instance  from  Russia,  upon  which  he  had  calculated, 
and  meant,  indirectly,  to  insist.  In  reply  to  Baron  Krudner,  he 
said:  "I  am  extremely  flattered  by  the  obligmg  things  ex- 
pressed in  the  letter  your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honour 
to  write  me  yesterday.  The  very  favourable  sentiments  with 
which  my  zeal  for  the  cause  of  America,  rather  than  my  pro- 
fessional skill',  has  inspired  her  imperial  majesty,  fills  rtie  with 
an  irresistible  desire  to  merit  the  precious  opinion  with  which 


9m  P4W.:  JQiFpwf. 

h^r  miyesty  imgm  IQ  faoAour  me..  Tliotigh  I  caimot  conceit. 
.  tbe  reason  whj  my  difficulty  shoukl  be  made  to  my  bebfad- 
mitt^  ii^tp  the  marine  of  her  imperial  majesty  ap  rear  admiral, 
a  rank  to  which  I  have  some  claims  and  that  it  should  at  the 
same  time  be  proposed  to.  give  me  the  grade  of  major  geiienl, 
to  which  I  haTenp  title,  it  is  not  my4nte|itipn  to  withdraw  Irem 
the  engagement  which  you  haye  formed  in  my  name^  in  the 
letter  you  -addressed  your  co\irt  on  .the  23d  current.  You  will 
be  convinced  by  the  papers  X  h^ve  the  honour  to  jsuhmit  toyoor 
inspe^tion,  that  I  am  not  an  adventurer  in  search  of  fortime. 
You  will  discover,  I  presume,  that  my  talenti^  liave.  been  con- 
siderable; b^  (that,  loving  glory,  I  am  perhapsi  too  mneh 
attached  to  botioors,  though  personal  irit'erest  is  an  idol  to 
which  I  have  never  l;M>we4  the  knee.  .  The  unbounded  admira- 
tion 9fid  profound  respect  which  I  have  long  fek  fqr  the  glorious 
character  of  hoc  imperial  qpaje^y,  forbids  the  idea  that  a  sove- 
reign so  magnanimous  should  'Sanction,  any  currangem^nt  thot 
may  give^pfiin  at  the  outset  to  the  man  sh^  deigns  to  honour 
with  her  potiee,  a?id  who  wbhes  to  devote  .himself  entirely  to 
her  service.  A, conjoined  command. is  hurtful^  and  oft^P  biti 
in  military  operations.  There  is  no  military  man  who  is  so  en- 
tirely^ master  jof.  his  passions  as  to  keep  free  of  Jealousy  aod  it3 
confieq^en9es  on  such  occasions..  Being  ^  eptire  £itranger,.I 
have  more  to  fear  from  a  joint -authority  than  any  officer  in  her 
majesty's  dervice.  But  I  cannot  conceive  that  her  majesty 
oould  deem  it  expedient  to  divide  the  ccm^jnand  in  the  Black  Sea; 
and  if  thadirec^ipq  of  themilitary  department  the^reis  confided  V' 
an  officer  of  sufficient  capacity  apd  experience,  I  can  Dueitber  desire 
lo  interfere  with  bis  comxnand,  nor  premise,  with  a  dfU^cb"^ 
which  comM  not  fail  to. excite  his  jealousy  >  to  contribute  nmohto 
the  glory  of  her  majesty's  arms."  . 

Jones  had  particular. reasons  for  disliking  the  subordinate 
command  which  was  tendered  to  him.  The  Prince  of  Nassau- 
Siegen,  who  was  now  appointed  to  command  the  fleet  of  ^ 
empress  in  the  Black  Se^,  had,  as  will  be  reoollected,  volMn- 
teered  to  ^ccomp^^py.bin)  ip  tl^e  secret  expedition  vi^if^st  Eng- 
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land  in  1779,  and  abandoned  his  purpose,  if  it  ever  really 
existed,  without  even  the  civility  of  an  apology.  He  took  no 
notice  of  Jones'  letters  on  the  occasion.  His  subsequent  naval 
services  had  been  attended  with  no  glory.  He  had  been  en- 
gaged  in  the  attempt  made  by  the  French  on  the  Island  of  Jer- 
sey, which  failed  altogether,  and  in  the  equally  unsuccessful 
attack  of  Gibraltar  by  the  French  and  Spanish  forces.  Jones 
bad  a  poor  opinion  of  his  knowledge  as  a  naval  commander,  or 
indeed  of  his  courage.  Such  was  the  rival,  however,  with 
whom  he  was  now  to  be  associated. 

At  the  court  of  Denmark,  which  he  was  now  leaving,  he  had 
unquestionably  been  received  with  great  distinction.  He  men- 
tions in  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  written  a  few 
months  afterwards,  that  **  Mr.  Elliott,  the  same  who  filched  Dr. 
Lee's  papers  at  Berlin,  was  furious  when  he  found  out  his 
business  at  Copenhagen.  •  •  ♦  •  Every  time,"  he  says,  "  that  I 
was  invited  to  sup  with  the  king,  Elliott  made  an  apology.  He 
shut  himself  up  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then  left  town.  This 
occasioned  mudi  laughter ;  and,  as  he  had  shunned  society  from 
the  time  of  my  arrival,  people  said  he  had  gone  off  in  a  fright."* 
What  seems  a  lif^tle  extraordinary,  this  court  shortly  after  Jones' 
departure,  sent  him  a  patent,  granting  him  1500  Danish  crowns 
annually,  ''for  the  respect  he  had  shown  to  the  Danish  flag,  while 
he  had  commanded  in  the  north  seas.  It  was  undoubtedly 
offered  with  the  double  purpose  of  pleasing  the  empress  and 
propitiating  the  American  government.  Jones  did  not  under- 
stand the  propriety  of  this  gift  at  the  time,  and  makes  no  men- 


*  Mr.  Gilbert  Elliott,  the  English  minister  at  Copenhagen.  In  Tooke's  Life  of  the 
EmpreM  Catharine  11.  (p.  331,  Vol.  III.  Amer.  ed.)  he  says  that  this  fonctionarj 
quitted  Copenhagen,  and  crossed  Sweden  in  great  haste,  to  summon  the  Danish  prince, 
Charles  of  Hesse,  to  raise  the  siege  of  Gotenbnrg,  which  he  was  carrying  on,  in 
porsnance  of  the  engagements  of  the  court  of  Copenhagen  with  Russia,  with  which 
power  Sweden  was  now  at  war;  and  threatened  the  vengeance  of  England  if  he  did 
not  evacuate  the  territory  without  delay.  This  cannot  he  identical  with  the  sudden 
departure  referred  to  by  Jones,  and  mist  have  beea  sabsequent  tp  hii  leaving  dt 
Petersburgh. 
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tion  of  it  in  his  correspondence  wilfh  his  American  friends  at 
that  period.  Three  years  after,  he  found  it  convenient  to  ayail 
himself  of  it ;  but  he  then  found,  that  like  the  promises  in  rela- 
tion to  the  prize  money,  it  was  but  an  unmeaning  compliment. 

His  journey  to  the  capital  of  Russia  was  an  extraordinary 
one.  We  shall  give  his  own  account  of  it  in  his  journal.  He 
says  to  La  Fayette  :  "  The  empress  received  me  with  a  dis- 
tinction the  most  flattering  that  perhaps  any  stranger  can  boast 
of.  On  entering  into  the  Russian  service,  her  majesty  con- 
ferred on  me  immediately  the  grade  of  rear  admiral.  I  was 
detained  against  my  will  a  fortnight,  and  continually  feasted  at 
court,  and  in  the  first  society.  This  was  a  cruel  grief  to  the 
English,  and  I  own  that  their  vexation,  which  I  believe  was 
general  in  and  about  St.  Petersburgh,  gave  me  no  pain.  You 
would  be  charmed  with  Prince  Potemkin.  He  is  a  most  amiable 
man,  and  none  can  be  more  noble-minded.  For  the  empress, 
fame  has  never  yet  done  her  justice.  I  am  sure  that  no  stran- 
ger who  has  not  known  that  illustrious  character,  ever  conceived 
how  much  her  majesty  is  made  to  reign  over  a  great  empire, ' 
to  make  people  happy,  and  to  attach  grateful  and  susceptible 
minds.  Is  not  the  present  a  happy  moment  for  France  to  de- 
clare for  Russia  ?" 

Such  were  the  first  expressions  of  pleasure  and  exultation 
which  his  reception  at  this  brilliant  court,  and  immediate  ap- 
pointment drew  from  him.  It  is  a  very  long  inference  and  an 
erroneous  one,  which  one  of  his  biographers  has  drawn  from 
them,  that  his  regard  for,  or  devotion  to  America  was  diminished. 
His  uniform  professions  are  entitled  to  full  credit,  that  he  gloried 
most  in  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  while  he  would 
never  be  engaged  in  hostile  operations  against  France.  And 
the  letter  to  which  we  are  referring,  to  La  Fayette,  is  i^evoted 
principally  to  the  prospects  and  policy  of  his  adopted  country ; 
the  advantage  she  would  derive  from  joining  in  the  armed  neu- 
trality, the  commerce  she  might  carry  on  with  Russia,  her  new 
constitution,  cmd  the  danger  he  apprehended,  in  common  with 
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Count  Bernstor^  from  the  president  being  made  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army,  &c. 

He  was,  indeed,  in  full  vogue  at  St.  Petersburgh.*    Every 
attention  was  shown  to  him  by  the  French  minister  at  th^t 
court,  and  he  was  waited  upon  by  all  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent legations,  and  the  principal  Russian  nobles,  as  appears 
from  the  notes  preserved  among  his  papers.     The  jealousy  of 
the  English  officers  waQ  indeed  great,  and  openly  expressed, 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  note ;  but  it  did  not  affect 
his  immediate  and  triumphant  elevation  to  the  rank  of  catUre' 
omiraL    Tooke,  in  his  life  of  Catharine  Il.t  speaking  of  him 
with  all  his  national  prejudice,  as  an  ''  English  pirate  and 
renegado,*'  says  that,  *'  not  meeting  with  the  consideration  he 
expected  in  America,  he  made  a  tender  of  his  services  to  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburgh,  &c.  that  the  British  officers,  appli- 
cants for  employment,  went  in  a  body,  to  the  amount  of  near 
thirty,  to  lay  down  their  commissions ;  declaring  it  was  impos* 
sible  to  serve  under  him,  or  to  act  with  htm  in  any  measure 
or  capacity."    All  this,  however,  did  not  move  the  empress ; 
and  Tooke,  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  them,  does  not  make 
any  mention  of  the  services  of  Jones  in  the  campugn   of 
Liman ;  an  omission  which  tends  to  throw  discredit  on  many  of 
his  other  statements. 


^  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  St.  Petersburgh,  which  appeared  at 
this  time  in  an  Edinburgh  paper. 

**  Paul  Jones  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago.  He  was  presented  to  the  sovereign  by  the 
French  ambassador,  and  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  admiral.  He  is  to  set 
out  soon  to  take  the  command  of  a  squadron  in  the  Black  Sea.  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  see  this  honest  man  while  he  was  aMmining  one  of  our  dock  yards.  He  is  a  well 
made  man  of  a  middle  size ;  he  wears  a  French  uniform  with  the  cross  of  St.  Louis 
and  a  Danish  order,  which  he  received  at  Copenhagen,  where  he  had  the  honour  to 
dine  with  the  king ;  he  has  also  received  since  he  came  here,  one  of  the  first  orders  of 
merit  in  this  country,  so  that  it  is  to  be  feared  they  will  spoil  him  by  making  too  mUch 
c^him.  The  English  officers  in  this  service  have  presented  a  memorial  to  Admiral 
Greig  refusing  to  serve  with  Jones,  and  threatening  to  throw  up  their  commissions. 
Whether  they  will  stand  to  their  text,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  they  have  acted  very 
spiritedly  so  far. 

t  Vol.  m.  p.  321.  Am.  Ed. 
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In  a  letter  wrkten  to  Jones  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Fraawrjr, 
secretary  of  legation  at  Copenhagen,  we  find  the  fdlowiig 
passages. 

^  <^  It  is  to  be  believed  you  are  yet  at  St.  Petersborgh.  I  wffl 
learn  with  increased  gratification,  your  arrival  in  thb  capital,  ai 
reports  are  in  circulation  here  that  you  hare  perished  in  a  storm, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  but  as  the  relation  of  this  pretended  mis- 
fortune changes  every  day,  I  am  still  persuaded  that  it  exigti 
only  in  the  mouths  of  evil  disposed  persons,  who  first  forged  and 
spread  the  account.  My  good  wishes  accompany  you  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  world,  animated  by  the  remembrance  of  the  friend- 
ship you  expressed  for  me  when  at  Copenhagen*  The  Ban>it 
de  la  Houze  to  whom  I  mentioned  that  I  was  about  to  write  to 
you,  has  charged  me  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  the  sen-* 
timents  of  esteem  and  real  attachment  with  which  yoo  have 
inspired  him.  He  is  so  far  from  giving  credence  to  the  report 
which  I  have  mentioned,  that  be  awaits  by  the  arrival  of  everf 
courier,  the  letter  which  jon  promised  to  write  him,  as  sood  as 
you  had  readied  your  port  of  destination.'' 

Jones  received  before  his  departure  from  St.  Petersborgh* 
the  fallowing  letter  and  enclosure  from  the  empress. 

From  the  Emprets  Catharine  to  Rear  Admiral  Pani  Jam»* 
"  Sir, 

**  A  courier  from  Paris  has  just  brought  from  my  envoy  in 
France,  M.  de  SimoKn,  the  enclosed  letter  to  Count  BesbcHtid- 
ko.*  As  I  believe  that  this  letter  may  help  to  confirm  to  yon 
what  I  have  already  told  you  verbally,  I  have  sent  it,  and  beg 
yott  to  return  it,  as  I  have  not  even  made  a  copy  be  taken,  so 
anxious  am  I  that  you  should  see  it.  I  hope  that  it  will  efiaee 
all  doubts  from  your  mind,  and  prove  to  you  that  you  are  to  be 
connected  only  with  those  who  are  most  fisivourably  dispoBod 
towards  you.    I  have  no  doubt  but  that  m  your  side  you  will 
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Adly  jusdfy  tiie  c^ien  whidi  ti^  ham  feruMt  o^  ybu,  and 
apply  yourself  with  zeal  to  ■apt)ort  the  reputatioti,  and  the 
name  you  have  acquired  for  valour  and  ikill  on  the  element  in 
which  you  are  to  senre. 

<'  Adieu,  I  wish  yon  hi^iness  and  hecdth, 

"  Catharinb.*' 

Extract  of  ike  Letter  from  M.  de  SimoKn  to  CowU  de  BeAorodha^ 
encloied  in  tke  above* 

*^  The  letter  with  which  your  excellency  favoured  me  on  the 
16th  February,  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Poliranoff.  By  it  t  Was 
informed  of  the  resolution  of  her  imperial  majesty,  on  the  snbj^et 
of  the  engagement  with  the  Chevalier  Paul  Jones  i  and  the 
same  day  Lieutenant  Cdonel  de  Ban^,  who  was  despatched 
from  Sl  Elizabeth  by  Prince  Potemkin  on  the  9th  of  March, 
hrougfaft  me  two  letters,  the  subject  of  one  of  which  was  the  said 
Chevalier  Jones,  whom  he  requested  me  to  induce  to  repair  to 
his  head*quartcrs  aa  quickly  as  possible,  that  he  might  employ 
his  talents  al  the  opening  of  the  campaign ;  and  to  assure  him 
that  in  entering  the  service,  he,  (Potemkin,)  would  do  all  thai 
depended  on  him  to  make  his  situatioti  pleasant  and  advanta^ 
geous,  and  certainly  procure  for  him  occasions  in  which  he 
might  display  his  skill  and  vdour*"* 

Tbe  foUowing  is  a  translation  of  part  of  a  letter,  written  to 
Count  Segur,  <m  Jones'  arrival  at  St.  Elizabeth :  <*  I  was  re- 
ceived with  much  cordiality  by  Prince  Potemkin,  and  have  re* 
ednred  very  great  attentions  from  every  body  during  the  day  and 
two  nights  which  I  have  spent  here.  I  find  the  prince  a  very 
amiabie  man.  I  am  much  pleased  with  him,  and  greatly  deedre 
to  merit  his  regard.  The  Prince  de  Ligne  was  absent ;  but 
M«  le  Chevalier  and  Brigadier  Ribas  has  undertaken  to  attend 
to  the  delivery  of  all  the  letters  of  which  I  was  the  bearer.  A 
thousand  compliments,  [  pray  you,  to  the  Grand  Ecuyer,  to  ma- 

*  "  Has  he  kept  his  word?"  ia  the  commentary  mads  m  the  maigin  of  this  letter 
at  a  snbaeqoent  period. 
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dame)  to  the  fiur  CouBteMof  Salkwb,  tfaeehariiitiigBlane,aiNl 
all  the  amiable  ladies  whom  I  had  the  honour  of  seeiiig  at  St. 
Petersburgh*  The  prince  has  told  me  that  his  charming  niece 
would  visit  these  coasts  before  going  to  Italy.  I  should  be  de- 
lighted to  see  her.     She  is  a  rery  interesting  person. 

"  I  shall  write  to  the  empress,  who  has  addressed  to  me  a  let- 
ter full  of  goodness,  but  I  shall  never  be  able  to  express  bow 
much  greater  I  find  her  than  fame  reports.  With  the  charac- 
ter of  a  very  great  man,  she  will  be  always  adored  as  the  moal 
amiable  and  captivating  of  the  fair  sex. 

^'  As  to  yourself,  my  dear  count,  you  have  treated  me  witht 
kindness  and  friendship  so  precious  to  my  heart,  that  I  am  sore 
you  will  render  justice  tP  the  sentiments  which  your  conduct  to- 
wards me.  must  produce  in  a  soul  of  sensibility,  which  has  loved 
you  for  a  long  time  past.  I  therefi^re  address  to  you  no  com- 
pliments, nor  to  M.  de  Genet,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  meo 
for  whom  I  had  the  greatest  attachment. 

**  I  shall  write  to  General  de  Momonoff,  who  is  a  very  agree- 
able man,  and  whose  regard  I  desire  to  merit.  After  having 
had  a  Te  Deum  sung  to-day,  we  have  drunk  her  majesty's 
health  in  the  good  wine  of  which  you  made  me  a .  present." 

War  had  been  impending  between  Russia  and  the  Porte,  since 
the  disturbances  in  the  Crimea,  in  1777,  occasioned  by  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Khan,  in  which  the  former  interfered  to  support  one  of 
the  candidates,  with  the  ultimate  view  of  dispossessing  him  en* 
tirely.  The  empress,  encouraged  by  her  eccentric  and  ove^ 
bearing  favourite  and  general,  Potemkin,  in  the  ambitious  desire 
of  being  crowned  at  Constcmtinople,  never  lost  sight  of  this  m- 
tention.  The  foundations  of  the  city  of  Cherson  were  oolj^ 
in  1783,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it  counted  40,000  inhabitants, 
and  ships  of  war  were  launched  from  its  yjirds.  This  advantage 
increased  the  cui»dity  of  the  Autocrat,  and  the  invasion  of  tbe 
Crimea  was  determined  upon,  as  a  necessary  prelimioaiT  ^ 
operations  against  Turkey.  A  pretext  was  soon  found,  io  ^^ 
dissentions  between  the  Tartar  princes,  and  the  usurpation  took 
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place  effectually,  though  the  Khan  was.  left  for  a  short  time 
with  nominal  authority.  At  the  same  time  Potemkin  and  Su^ 
Yorrof  subdued  and  received  the  homage  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Kuban,  and  the  extensiye  wilds  more  remote.  A  manifesto 
was  published  to  justify  these  unproroked  acts,  and  the  annex-< 
ation  of  those  districts  to  the  enipire.  The  Porte  replied  in  an 
able  answer,  but  did  not  yet  appeal  to  arms ;  which  was  what 
the  empress  wished  for.  England  urged  the  divan  to  the  mea- 
sure, but  the  influence  of  France  and  Austria,  and  oriental  in- 
dolence, prevailed  against  the  advice.  By  a  new  treaty  the 
sovereignty  of  Russia  over  the  Crimea,  and  great  part  of  Ku- 
ban, with  the  right  of  the  dominion  of  the  Euxine,  and  to  the 
passage  of  the  Dardanelles^  was  conceded  to  Russia.  New 
usurpations  followed  immediately  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  In 
1786,  Catharine  projected  a  magnificent  progress  to  the  Euxine, 
where,  after  "having  solemnly  taken  the  sceptre  of  the  Khan,  it 
was  her  intention  to  conduct  her  young  grandson,  Constantine. 
to  the  gates  of  that  city,  with  reference  to  whose  contemplated 
destiny  he  had  been  named. ,  His  sickness  prevented  this  part 
of  the  project  from  being  executed  ;  and  the  progress,  though 
splendid,  was  not  conducted  on  so  grand  a  scale  as  had  been  at 
first  proposed.  She  was  attended  by  the  existing  favourite 
MomotiofiT,  the  Grand  Ecuyer  Narichkin,  others  of  the  Russian 
nobility  and  courtiers,  the  ambassadors  of  France  and  Austria, 
and  the  English  envoy.  She  was  joined  at  Kiefif  by  Prince 
Potemkin,  and  the  Prince  Nassau-Siegeh,  who  seems  to  have 
won  favour  for  himself  on  the  occasion.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  spring  she  embarked  with  a  numerous  and  brilliant  retinue, 
the  king  of  Poland  being  in  company,  and  the  emperor  of 
Austria  joining  her  on  the  route.  The  divan  were  uneasy  at 
tins  visitation ;  and  while  the  empress  was  at  Cherson,  four  of 
their  ships  of  the  line  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper, 
though  not  with  actual  hostile  intentions.  The  empress  re- 
turned, and  Potemkin,  who  longed  for  the  grand  ribbon  of  the 
order  of  St.  George,  bad  not  yet  effected  his  object  of  forcing 
the  Turks  to  act  first  on  the  offence.    No  means  were  left  un 
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tried-  Tin  conaid  ia  Holdum  rtif  red  up  laeiirreeliMff  a  ^  Bnfr- 
siao  *bipa  Itbused  their  privileges  eonceded)^  iJbe  Peirte ;  a  w* 
respondencie  was  formed  with  Egypti  and  intrigues  were  carried 
on  with  the  Greeks  of  SniyrDa.  The  troubles  io  Georgia  wen 
fomeoted  by  the  protection  given  to  Prince  Heraelius.  ThesB 
and  various  other  grievances  led  to  the  presentation  on  the  36di 
July,  1787)  of  a  memorial  from  the  grand  vizier,  and  r^  ef- 
fendit  Io  the  French  minisler ;  to  which  an  immediate  answer 
wais  requested*  The  anibapsador  asked  for  time  to  eonsuh 
his  court,  which  was  granted.  But  the  influence  of  Great 
Britain  now  predoBEunated,  and  war  was  declared  before  mj 
answer  was  received  from  Russia*  Eighty  thousand  men  were 
ordered  to  march  to  cover  Ocsmkow.  A  large  army  adviuicfd 
to  the  Danube ;  and  a  squadron  of  16  ships  of  the  line,  8 
frigates,  and  seveml  gallies  entered  the  Euzine  under  the  com- 
mand  of  the  capitan-paefaa.  The  Greeks  were  disarmed,  and 
the  Tartars  invited  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  grand 
seignior.  They  comi^ied  with  the  call,  and  their  Shah  hadsooa 
under  his  orders  an  army  of  40,000  men. 

This  news  was  received  with  joy  at  St,  Petereiburgh*  A  fleet 
of  8  ships  ol  the  line,  13  frigates,  and  near  20O  dieheks  ei  gva- 
boats  was  e<|iupped  in  the  Euxine,  and  two  squadrons  oommaaA- 
ed  by  admirals  Kruse  and  Greig  were  in  readiness  at  Cronstadt 
to  sail  for  the  Mediterranean.  Joseph  II.  tibe  ally  of  the  ent 
press,  sent  80,000  Austrians  on  their  march  to  Moldavia,  ta^ 
the  empress  published  manifestos  to  assert  the  justice  of  het 
cause.  Hostile  operatbns  en  the  part  of  Sweden,  which  it  '^ 
unnecessary  here  to  dwell  upon,  gate  a  check  to  the  ejoilta^ 
at  St.  Petersburgh,  whtdi  was  left  defenceless ;  andthean)ea^ 
ance  of  the  Swedish  fleet  off  Cronstadt  occasioned  a  recall  a 
the  sailing  orders  given  to  the  Russian  admirals  there.  At  tias 
period,  Tooke  says  diat  the  remonstrance  of  the  English  efficais  > 
occasioned  a  recall  of  the  appointment  of  Jones  to  a  oonuu^B^ 
in  the  Cronstadt  fleet ;  for  which  assertion  there  is  no  autlier>9 
whatever. 

It  has  been  thought  prcq^tf  to  introduce  the  Journal  of  ^ 


'ittiral  J0M8  faf  ^  feregbik^  brief  M0MiiM(,  (frowtriiellMlbJ^ 
^  Ottriiluritie  IL)  <>f  pi^evMtts  evvntsy  and  df  the  (cireimMlkiiiM 
attending*  his  emering  imo  the  RuseiaD  'serviee.  Thm  JduHmI 
was  prepared  by  himself,  and  wrranged  mtk  the  aeeompanyii^ 
deeuments  for  Im  own  yindication ;  hat  wag,  unWisely  perhapir> 
oet  published  by  him  during  his  Kfbtime.  If  he  sometimes 
speaks  in  teriM  of  bhterness  of  those  with  -whom  be  aoted,  it 
will  be  found  that  he  had  but  too  much  cause  to  eomplaiatef 
them*  He  was  treated  with  caprice ;  his  due  honours  were 
Mugfat  to  be  wrested  from  him ;  he  was  sent  back  from  the  fleet 
cavalierly,  and  he  was  foully  slandered.  Over  all  this  he 
tritHapked  in  the  issue  completely ;  but  his  health  and  spirits 
wer^  irretrieyabiy  afiected  by  the  ignoble  and  ungenerous  per- 
secution. 

A  copy  of  this  Journal  handsomely  engrossed  in  the  French 
language,  followed  by  ninety-three  Pieces  Justificatiyes  is  before 
the  eompilerv  Reforence  will  be  made  to  the  latter,  where  it 
seems  necessary. 

AVAlVT-PltOPOS  OF  THE  ReAR  ADMIRAL. 

^*  The  United  States  of  America  having  dhaiged  me  with'  a 
nission  of  a  political*  nature  to  the  court  of  Denmark,  and 
having  at  the  same  time  furnished  me  with  a  letter  to  deliver 
personally  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  Louis  XVI.  I  embark- 
ed at  New  York  on  the  11th  November,  1787,  in  an  American 
vessel  bound  for  Holland,  the  captain  of  which  agreed  to  land 
me  in  Franee. 

**  After  a  voyage  of  a  month,  I  landed  at  Dover,  in  England, 
not  being  able  to  g^t  ashore  in  France.  From  Dover  I  went  to 
London,  where  I  saw  the  minister  of  the  United  States*  I 
passed  some  days  with  my  friends  there,  and  went  to  CoVent 
Gkurden  Theatre.  I  afterwards  set  out  for  Paris,  where  I  ar- 
rived on  the  20tb  Dclcember^ 

*^  Mr«  Jefibrson^  theambassadot  of  the  United  States,  visited 
me  on  the  night  of  my  arrivid,  and  informed  use  that  M.  d^ 
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ffinioKii,  wiiMiliHr  {rionqKileiitNiry  oiJmt  imfmBX  mv^Hlf  Ma 
tha  JStmemMf  had  often  ^pokmt  of  ine  while  I  Wteiii  j^to^iei, 
sad  appeared  anxious  to  mooied  in  prevairuig  on  me  lOfo  to 
Bessia*  to  eemDoand  the  fleet  against  the  Tarks  in  the  Bbck 
Sea.  I  regnrded  this  proposal  as  a  castle  in  the  air ;  and  as  J 
did  not  wish  for  any  employment  in  foreign  service,  I  aToided 
meeting  M«  de  Simohni  for  whose  <diaraoter  I  had,  at  the  sans 
time»  the  highest  respect* 

"As  the  letter,  of  which  I  was  the  beaver  to  the  king  sf 
France,  concerned  mysdf  alone,  my  friends  adviaed  me  sot  is 
seek  an  interview  with  his  majesty  before  my  retam  from  Dep* 
mark.  In  that  letted  the  United  States  requested  his  m^estj 
to  permit  me  to  embark  in  his  fleet  of  evotutioMs,  to  cooipiets 
my  knowledge  of  naval  tactics,  and  of  military  and  maritins 
Operations  upon  the  great  scale« 

'<  Speaking  to  a  man  of  very  high  rank  at  Pajria,  I  rqiestel 
to  him  what  had  been  communicated  to  me  fay  Mjr»  JefiirssB* 
He  replied,  that '  he  would  advise  me  to  go  to  CoBstaatiaepk 
at  once  rather  than  enter  the  service  of  Russia.' 

''  On  the  Ist  of  February,  1788,  at  the  momeni  of  my  de- 
parture from  Paris,  I  received  a'  note  from  BIr.  Littlepage, 
chamberlain  to  the^king  of  Poiaiid«  earnestly  reqiaeeting  me  to 
breaklEist  with  him  next  morning,  as  he  had  niatters  of  tki 
utDAodt  importance  to  communicate  to  me.  I  went  to  him  tliat 
same  n^ht,  and  he  told  me  that  M.  de  SimoUn  had  the  grest- 
est  desire  to  converse  with  me  before  my  departure,  and  tbi^ 
he  (takulated  on  breakfasting  with  us.nejtt  dayir 

'^  M.  de  Simolin  said  the  most  polite  and  obliging.  tU^gs  to 
me ;  thai,  having  known  me  well  by  reputation  wbajst  k#  wsi 
ambassador  in  England,  and  since  he  bad  come  to  FraiM^t  he 
had  already  proposed  me  to  his  sovereign  ^  oomasander  of  tbt 
fle^  in  the  Black  Sea^  dto.  and  that  be  expected  her  inlperisl 
majesty  would  madce  me  .propoaals  in  oonsiBquenQe«  I  did  n^ 
yet  look  upon  the  affitir  as  serious;  but  I  'Was  much  flatt^^ 
With  the  pcditeness  of  Hi  de  Simolin^  andrendeavoured  10  ex* 
presa  to  him  asy  sense  of  St.    When  be  had  left  thsi  bMm^* 
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;Mf  h#r  Hdpafid  majeily  eenftkd  to  me  Ihe  chi^  comiififHd 
pf  JbMsr  fleet  on  the  Bhick  Sea,  with  €ar4e  blaflekcj  be  wodM'Wil- 
«w^  for  it  ihtt  ia  lets  than  a  ]f<ear  I  abeuld  make  Constanti- 
nople tretiMe/ 

'« In  DewnHrkf  I  put  in  train  4  ^e«ty  between  tbat  power 
and  the  United  Slates ;  but  it  was  interrupted  by  tbe  airftirid  it 
a  cowier  from  St.  Petersburgh,  despatched  express  by  the  end*- 
pTiOeSt  to  inFite  me  to  repair  to  hdr  eoun. 

''  Tbeuf  fa  I  foresaw  ifaany  diAeukies^  in  the  way  of  my  en^ 
terin^  tbe  iiorvtee  of  Russia,  I  beKemed  tkat  I  eouIdiMiCiitold 
gpiai^  to  St..JPetersburgh,  to  thank  the  empress  for  the  Aivowa^ 
fale  opinion  she  had  conceived  of  me;  I  transferred  the  treaty 
going  forward  at  Copenhagen  to  Paris,  to  be  conchided  there; 
and  set  out  for  8t«  Petersbkirgh  by  Sweden.  At  Stockhelm  I 
ataid  but  ene  night,  te  see  Count  Rasoumersky.  Want  of  timii 
prevented  M»  from  Appearing  at  eoort.  «     <  •  ' 

**  At  Gresholm  I  was  stopped  by  the  ice,  which  prerelit^d^Mlii 
friitni  cros$ing  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia^  and  even  from  approtfehing 
the  -first  of  tWisles  in^he  passage.  Alfker  hctvtng  made  S^^^eHrf 
^aucoessfol  efforts  to  get  to  Finland  by  the  idbs,  I  inagiivM 
that  it  might  he  practicable  to  effiMt  my  objecs  by  ^deiibKngihe 
ipe  to  tlie  i9etttkward,and  eatering  the  Bidtieflte.  - 

^  This  enterprise  was  very  daring,  and  had  never  before  beea 
atte^nptedi  •hut  by  the  north  the  readrwere  trnpiraecicaMd,  asvl, 
knowing  that  the  empress  expected  me  from  day  to  day;  t'twM 
apt  think  ef.gotng  back  hy  Ehitieor*        ' 

,f*  IleftlCBresbolm  early  one  morning,  in  an  mi^k^ted  passage 
boat,  about  Ihtr^  feet  in  length*     I  mad^  aMiCher  boatftflew, 


*  Two  letters  are  here  referred  to,  one  of  which  is  from  Baron  Kmdner  to  J|onea^ 
infefmins  him  aMd»  b*  h$/i  oommunicated  to  the  empress,  Jones^  acceptance  of  the 
grade.of  cap^isiifnnMMni^wplhihe  ranlitif  B^rgenerriitfi^  RW 

dated  Mareh  33d.  Tbe  other  is  Jones*  repljon  the  ibUoirinf  li^y,  whiqii  1^  hne 
inserted.  The  "  difficnlties"  referred  to  ate,  partly  thi^  he  thon^t  jiiniself.f^itjed 
to  the  rank  of  rear  adnrind,  faM  chiefly  that  he'  apprehended  inconvenience  and  dis- 
agmtiaentnfrei^nj 
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pf  balf'tihat  Mte»  Thb  kft  imtCN*draigiiig'<iter  ths^iiM^ 
icPy  and  for  passing  from  one  to  anotker,'  to  gahi'tJM  coast  of 
FAnktad.  I  durst  not  make  ray  prcjecl  known  to  the  boatmen, 
wbibb'  would  imre  been  the  sure  means  of  deterring  them  from 
it.  After  endeavouring,  as  before,  to  gain  the  firsi  isle,  I  maile 
th^m,  steer  for  the  south,  and  we  kept  akm^  the  oMwt  of  Swe- 
den 1(41  the  day,  finding  widi  diffiouky  room  enough  to  pass  b^ 
j(ween  tbd  ice  and  th^  ahore^  Towards  aight,  bemg  almost 
opposite  Stockholm,  pistol  in  hand,  I  forced  the  boatmert  to  enter 
the  Baltie  Sea,  arid  steer  to  the  east.  We  ran  towaivle  the  coast 
of  Jkiland.  All  tiigfat  the  wbid  was  fair,  and^  we  iMiped  to  land 
neit  day*  This  we  fonnd  impossible.  The  ie^  ilid'fiot  permit 
MS  tq  fq»|^rOaeh  the  shoi^,  wUch  we  only  saw  from  a  dii^aace.  It 
was  imfMiMiUe  to  r^gssn  the  Swedish  side,-  the  ^nid'  being  strong 
tnd!dif0etly  coitrary/  I  had  no  other  course  to*  adopt  but  to 
make,  for  the'Gulf  U  FdnfaiwL  There  was  a  sntall  eompass  n 
the  boat,  and  I  fixed  the  hunp  of  my  trayqRing  carrtage  so  as  to 
t)M<m>I^UgfaliOnit«.  ♦  !.      t 

.  S^fQ^titfd^  seMmd  night  we  lost  the  Small  beat,  whioh  was  sank; 
bMtjthe  men  .saved  themselves  in  the  large  'one,  whtieh  with  difB- 
fut^.  escaped  tte  sailie  fiiteb  At  the  end  of  fbur  days  we  landed 
attRevalf  itfliii^onia,  whieh  was  regarded  as  a  kitid  of  miracle. 
Hairing  satisfied  «he  bo4tmen  ibr  their  services  and  ^dr  loss,  I 
gAv«e  theme  good  pUot,  witbthe  provisions  necessary  (br  makihg 
thei^.  heeiewavd  voyage^  when  the  weather  should  hetboie  more 
6ifVf9iuitt>le< 

*^  I  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh  in  tbewebhig  Ob  thi6'2M  '(^ 
April,. j^d^  ^i0^  and'  on  tbeSSth  had  nliy  first  aedteAce  o^  the 
^m(ipr0psv,  ntler  BMyestygavfe  me  so  flattetring  a  r<ec€l{ftfc>n,  anf 
up  to  the  period  of  my  departure  treated  me  with  so  much  di^ 
tinction,  that  I  was  entirely  captivated^  and  put  myself  into  ber 
hanaswithout  making  any  stipulation  for  my  pessaoal  advsii'; 
tage.  H  I,  deaumded  but  one  ftitreur,  ^  that  she  wonld  never  oon- 
dealtt  withMt  heiiring  me."*  \ 

.•*'0n  the  Yth'  May,  I  ^et  ouf  irom  th^  impepis^  palace  of  Sari* 
cosdio  carrying  with  me  a  letter  from  her  flM^esty  te  bitr  high* 


the  JRrinoe  Marsbal  Ptitbaikiii  at  St«  fibzabeth^  where  t 
ari^yed  «« Ifttfa*  The  priiioe.'inareiud  received  iU^with  much 
kindneiifl)  and  dealiiiod  atie  the  comnMmd  of  the  fleet  of  Sevas- 
taf«rf  agaioft  the  cUpitlui  fmoha,  who^  he  suppoaed,  inteBded  to 
mc^e  diemMiB  ia  the  Crknda.  Hia  higfanesa^was  miataken  in 
thia,,  and  the  hbj^  day  ha  reoehred  infiirDaatkm  that  the  oapitah 
paeha  waa  at  adehor  wkhin  Kitibourn,  having  come  to  succour 
Qczakow  witfk  a  hundred  and  twenty  armed  vvaBels  and  other 
armfid  crafts , 

^^X^ffrinee  roarahal  then  requeated  me  toaasumc^'coik^ 
meknd  ot  tba. naval  forced  stationed  in  the  Limah,  (which  is  at 
the  ombouehura  df  the  Dueper,)  to  act  against  tlie  eapifab 
papba  tiii  Ocaalbow.  ahould-  &1K  I  considered  tWis  dian^e  as  a 
nwMrk  of confitlieaeediatfeeritagto ntyielf ;^ and  havingrecfeived my 
ord^rai  IfSettoat  on-the  sanieday  for  Ciierson»  m  company  wiih 
tjifi  CbevaJief  *  de  nibaa^  Brigadier  du<  Joor  of  the  prince  mai^ 
a^al.  HaavMordared  tb: makeiai}  the  arrangements  necessary 
tp  .place}  m^  in  OomtaMni  At  pajpr^g^  the  prince  marshal  pnv- 
miaed  me  '  to  bring  fonmt d'  his  ^troops  without  loss  of '  time,  tio 
coN3parate  witbtthe  marilifaie'fovce!  he  had  intrusted  to  my  com' 
nvind  f'  ,and  on  tl^e  journey  M.  de  <  Ribas  tohi  me^  'that ait)  th« 
force  of  thi^Xiiman^  oomparehending  that  of  the  priilc&of 'Nai*  • 
aau«  wwl4.h«andtfr  my  ordera/    • 

y  I'9pent,bi|t  one.eveniag  a^  i^isbt  at  OlvaraMk  •  'But  evenf 
thia  ahoi^ipeiridd  was  enough  to  show  that  I  had'eniered  on^  a* 
Qcitioal  aad^dim^gaaiabk  aanride.  Rear  Admiral  Mordwinoff, 
ohieftofi^b^a^imffakyi did  not aflkct  todiagalaeifaiB dUpleasure 
at  my  arrival ;  and  though  hb  had  bi4Br8.fiomtUe|irinte  m^ 
aba^.to.M9Hnunicate  to  me  all  th0>d^a»tefconeertriii^  thn  ferce 
in  tb^iLinwiii.^:  lo  pat  Ma  id  pbsaeifsiob  of  tUei  aifk  flag  b^ 
lot^^.totmy (T^atta  reaaadBUriEdvUe  gavO  Mmaeif  innt  Ih4* 
lea^t  trouble. tQi flompljt  thereifrithi    '    •  '■  »  '    ''* '^ 

''  We  seteutrHaiigraeatAoi^niag  fbr  Gfeiiboca^tfae  tomament 
of  the  Iiiman  being  at  aaebiNr  very  near  that  place,  M  ^  ikMd^f 
of  Schiroqnm  bet^en  lb*  bai«  of  thatDiiie|»elv'  and  itbe^^iiboaJ'^ 
c)^WRiPfii^i««t^MrilBogMKi Wa  wiiC-an  ba^d<tbe(  WfoloflfmiBr 
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l>efor«  midtday^  where  we&iUttd<lliali<BriBdkaiw  Atokitt^  M 
asieipbled  «Ul;li0.€om«aB^iMo.4lmw  them  intOfli^AEtM  l^ftrimt 
my  authority^  I  amy  iiiealio»  here,  tbatihin  man  wai^  aCk^ 
by  inrth,  a«  iyiegaatafaenmainBiiip<tfi  ^Cmiittary  ikfikntH  lAcs 
under  ao  esxterior  and  maimers  tbe  moM-gfoee,  cwaeealed  infr 
oite  euoiiing  raady  by  «d  impertineot  roi^linasfr  of  dic^eome,  had 
the  address  to  paas  for  a  UimiI  hoaei^  -man.  Though  a  subject 
of  Turikey,1t  was  alleged  that  h^iaade  War  \rith  the  Mussul- 
mans by  attacking  their  commerce  in  the  ArcbipcAago  en  \m 
own  autboritgr,  and  that  he  bad  followed  Ihis  meaiiR  of  easing 
himself  up  to  the  period  that  Count  D'Onloff  arrivod  with  the 
Bussian  flaet*  Tbough  I  do  not  «Arm  the  fa/d,  eeirerat  per- 
sonjs  of  cr^t  faa\^  assured  nte  that  tbtre  are  often  jArates  who 
infeit  the  ooaft>  iaad  tira  ide»  b^tweev  CloostaoitMople  and  E^» 
wb9  aUaok  the  comoierce  of  aU  iiations,  and  rumd&wntberes-' 
Gfols  after  baviog  seized  thd.  eaiigoas  and  out  tb^  tkroats  of  the 
erows«  Aloxiaao  had  boon  employed  by  Count  D'Ortbff.  He 
had  reaehad  the  grade  of  captain  de  ktad  tufrd^  with  the  rank 
of  bcigadksr*  Ha  felt  his  tfkrita  ruffled  in  the  first  bistatice^,  atrf 
aftiorwapde  uNMlogteat  hwHt  with  the  prinoe  marsbaU'^the 
saorifiee  which  Jbe'affseted  to  mate  in  oerving  Mider  me.  He 
said  tbat«  it  Ibe  withdrew^  all  fcbe  other  ofBooM  would  do  the 
same.  The  prince  marshal  sent'  praeents  to  htaitil^  Wnd  wrc^e 
bun  kindly,  porsaaditig  him  to  h^emaia  m  the  sertt^.  All  the 
objeetlona  be  made  weife  bnuFaibes,  to  enaMe  Irimaelf  la  mAe 
sawetbiagcail  of  thediffieuky  ^fer,  from  what  Mtow^l  Ikaow 
that,  had  be  Mt  the  service,  it  would  iMvetMsea  alMe^' hadthft 
no  9910  wM^l  4iaTa  regretted  Uaidisenoe. 

'<  To.giy^  liuM  to  those  angry  spirils  «a  boeoifl^  balV0,'«ii^^ 
ha  able  lo4aeide  on  the  part  IfBhoaU  tak0y  i  prapoaM*lb  Bi^ 
V  diar  da  XUmh  that  wa  shoulditogetber  mako'a  ih^itmef  to  Kia- 

bourn,  to  see  the  entrance  of  Dnieper  atidtMOUdcfitre  file  poA^' 
tiM  aad  jtrongA  <if  (he  Turinah  dbat  aial(#ililla*.  At  my 
fsaMini  aA  the  ^ffioers  appeared  coutbtad/add  1  'delisted  i^T 
flac^iii  boalii  Iha  WaMkfaea  oa'the  MA  of  BfAys' lIWi' 

'Mlb0<#rinac(of  Maioaa  ttegea^^botrghili^lMfe ^11^ 


n 


M'^Mriil^  tctd  me,  <  th&t  if  tr^^gfi^ed  my  kitttailtige  &ter  tife 
'I7iktk6t  it  WAS  neeessttiy  to  exbgferate  it  to  the  utttaost ;'  Md 
that  this  was  the  counsel  the  Chevelier  de  Ribas  had  given  fk\m.* 
I  replied,  *  that  I  never  bad  adopted  that  method  df  making 
myfi«i^  of  consequence.^ " 

Extract  of  a  Jaumdl  of  the  Campaign  in  iRe  tdman^  in  1788. 

**  At  the  opening  of  this  campaign  the  squadron  of  Cherson 
wata  obNgddto  remain  (br  two  dajrs  in  the  road  of  Sdiiroque,  till 
the  troops  shbnid  embark  wbich  were  to  form  part  6f  the  crew. 
The  prince  of  Nassau,*  wito  had  been  appointed  commander  of 
the  flotilla,  and  who  bad  by  this  time  received  on  board  th^ 
tro^iypd  intended  for  him,  durst  not  venture  to  iulvance  four  of 
five  verstes  to  take  station  opposite  to  the  Bog,  without  being 
escorted  by  tliree  iVlgates.  The  prince  of  Pfassau  made  so  many 
objections  <x>  the  danger  of  his  situation,t  tfaM  on  the  28th  of 


*  In  ft  fetttff  fiott  PoCMlkiii,  dMed  at  St  Elikabetfa,  oo  Um  8M  M 
qaoled  ft)«  old  ftjle,)  he  expresses  the  greatest  pleasure  at  learning  from  ObeTaliflv 
RIImu,  that  harmony  was  established  between  the  rear  admiral  and  the  prince.  "I 
regard,"  he  said,  "  this  concert,  as  the  basis  of  all  the  good  services  which  yonr  talents 
and  aeimowledged  eenrage  euMe  700  both  to  render  to  my  eoimtry."  A  few  days 
psovad  how  onstaUe  tbb  basia  was. 

\  Tbree  notes  from  Nassau  are  inserted  in  the  Pi6ces  Jnstificatiyes ;  dated  sooces- 
stvely,  on  the  28th,  29tb,  and  30th  of  this  month,  (May.)  In  the  first,  he  says,  he  shall 
see  tbe  rear  admiral  ("my  d^r  general,"  he  calls  him)  arrive,  with  great  pleasure. 
Hn  iaya^diat  the  MMng  gitle  tfiat  harvaised  the  ileet  was  hidfcy  Ibr  tbett,  as  if -j^^ 
ed  the  Torks  fiom  attackins  him;  in  which  otte  he  woidd bftvn  been  eompeUed  to 
retreat.  "  I  reekon  opon  yon,  at  farthest,  daring  the  coarse  of  the  day.  Yon  know, 
my  dear  general,  my  esteem  and  friendship.  It  will  end  only  with  my  life."  In  the 
ee^sd,  he  begs,  thM  if  Jones  eould  not  jom  him,  he  would  send  two  ho^dt^  grena- 
diert,  which  wen  aad#f  hit  (NaMaa'a)coiBai4ad;  aa  it  weald  be  Mtei  tint  the  traeptf 
■hoold  not  be  fmxsd.  The  bad  grammar  and  worse  spelling  of  the  piinoe  is.scrapn- 
loosly  adhered  to  in  those  transcripts.  The  originals  are  before  me ;  the  last  is  least  in- 
correct, and  as  it  isMef,  it  may  be  amosing.  '' Je  voos  sneoit  man  oher  general,  les 
denx  reponces  de  M'.  de  SooTorrow,  qa'il  m'a  ano§6$  omvertM,  Je  toos  pne  de  me 
mender  be  que  vmn  fi^Si,  £tant  dleeid^,  piiisqae  j'ea  ai  U  hlilert^,  a  ne  marcher  que 
kMMffae  voMS  iA9  firmBtttm.^  In  his  hand  Writing,  also,  the  prince  was  k  rival  of 
nanttftpftftn* 


cxunman^r  o^  thp  squaflrpiif^.r^iAfQrc^iiw  witii  «.im4i 

'<  On  tbe  .29tb9  th^  tr^ppcf  being  a)l  on,  boc|r4»  the  sqiipdioi 
adFODced,  and  got  beyond  the  flotilla,  which  lay  scftttered-idboiit 
at  anchor  without  any  observance  of  order*  The  squadroo 
drew  up  opposite  the  first  village,  to  the  west  of  the  Bpg,  in  an 
obtuse  angle,  and  thus  commanded,  by  a  cross  fire,  the  onlj 
passage  of  the  Xoinan,'  .This  lies  between  twQ  sand  banks, 
throqgb  wHcb  the  TurJb^  must  advance  with  th^ir  beiivy  Tea- 
sels. By  this  position  the  rear  a^JmirajLoovened  GbersoDi  and 
the  country  .on  both  bank^  of  the  Liipan,  made  goo4  ti^efrap 
passage  of  the  jB^g^to  the  army  of  the  prince  marshal,  fndiield 
the  Turks  iu  ch^  in  any  attempt  they  nugbtm^keagaiost 
Kinbpum*  \         •. 

'*  Tl^  prince  of  Ifossau  at  this  tin^e  italk^d  a^reiit  deal  of 
projects  of  desfffsts,  suqufis^i  and  attacks,  but  witliput  aiv 
rational  plan. 

**  A  battery  having  been  raised  upon  the  point  of  Stanislaus, 
the  prince  of  Nassau  could  not  help  etclaiming,  *  that  he  was 
ddighted  with  it,  as  in  case  of  necessity  he  might  there  find 
shelter.'  He  was  not  ignorant  that  the  rear  admiral  could  not 
have  retreated,  as  several  of  his  vessels  were  already  iw^ithio  a 
few  indies  of  getting  aground^  The  rear  admiral  was  aware 
that  the  Turks,  having  a  very  superior  force,  would  not  give  any 
opportunity  of  attacking  them ;  and  that  it  was  therefore  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  strong  positi<m  he  had  taken,  till  the 
the  arrival  of  Prince  Potemliin,  in  order  td  advance  in  amcert, 
and  combine  their  operations  with  those  of  the  land  forces. 

'*  In  the  meanwhile  Greaeral  Suvorrof,  comqiaiMlant  of  Kia* 
bourn,  made'the  rear  admiral  responsible  for  the  safioty  of  thai 
place  ;*  while  Brigadier  Alexiato  and  the  prince  of  Nassau  or 


*  On  the  Slflt,  thore  u  a  letter  from  Jones  to  Ribas^  informm^  him  tb^i^  tbp  P^ 
de  NBMaa  aMerted that  be  had  carteUamckL  **I  w^  aai:priaed/' he aaji|»  **»i^^' 
iof  him  talk  this  mommg  of  adrancing.    Heheldadtfierentkngaageoiieoiitispday* 
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tlmr  p«vt»  ii^  «11  UmI  was  ponfttto  to  muke  kim  dtttrmtfiil  of 
the  meanfii  wliioii  he.  possMsed  for.  attack  car  dcrfeace.  Ti»y 
alleged,  that  the  Teesels  formiiig  the  flotilla,  hwring  been  con- 
structed merely  to  ocmvey  the  carriages  of  the  empress  ia  her 
late  {trogress,  vm^  be  e^qieoMf  at  the  first  attack,  to  sink 
under  the  enormons  we%fataf  the  guaa. 

^^  The  squadron  had  a  formidafale  appearance,  but  little  real 
strength.  The  Wolodimer  and  the  Afexaailer  were  bifit  half 
armed;  andboth  yessek  were  .afare$^fy  widiin  a  few  iadMs  of 
touching  the  bottom,  so  shallow  is  the  Limanfisr  Tessels  of  war. 
In  tliis  most  critical  situatiaii,  hanng  no  orders  from  his  higlw 
sess  the:  prince  marshal  for  his  guidance,  asid  knorwuig  nothhig 
of  his  intentions,  nor  of  the  actual  position  of  his  army,  the  rear 
admiral  resolved  on  assembling  a  council  of  war,  in  conformity 
to  the  ordinance  of  Peter  the  Gr^t.  The  council  he  opened 
by  a  speech  suited  to  the  occasion,  the  main  oli^eot  of  which  wad 
to  show  the  necessity  of  a  perfect  understanding  between  the 


since,  when  he  wanted  to  retreat,  under  a  falae  alarm.  Should  we  reeeive  the  fotit 
check,  it  may  derange  or  render  impracticable  the  attack  on  Oezakow.  Kinbonm  has 
not  been  attacked,  and  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  in  any  danger,  if  the  army  of  Prince 
Potemkin  has  passed  the  Bog,  which,  after  his  highness'  promise,  I  hare  a  right  to 
suppose.  The  Torks  will  find  work  enough  on  the  other  side/'  On  the  same  day, 
there  is  a  note  from  Sovorrof  to  Jones,  throwing  upon  him  the  responnbility  spoken 
of  in  the  text.  It  is  rather  characteristic.  ''  Yonr  excellency — I  have  not  received 
-the  copy  of  his  highness  Prince  Potemkin's  orders  for  you.  Yon  wiU  see  my  whole 
opinion  in  a  letter  to  the  prince  of  Nassau,  as  yon  are  acting  with  him.  You  are  well 
enough,  with  the  two  squadrons,  but  yon  know  well  that,  under  the  cb-cumstanoes,  the 
Radical  of  the  operations  regards  Kinboum,  a  principal,  efficacious,  and  unequivocal 
point,  and  one  on  which  all  our  cares  and  pains  should  be  directed.'  It  is  plausible 
enpuffh  to  wait  for  the  approach  of  the  land  army.  In  the  meanwhile,  1  comisC 
answer  far  rtxidXi.  Enough  said,  for  a  solcfier  who  has  never  been  a  seaman.  Ever 
your  excellency's  humble  and  obedient  servant,  Alexandre  Suvorrof."  Jones  says  in 
a  note :  **  I  beg  the  general's  pardon ;  but  the  Radical  regarded  Cherson ;  and  the 
oapitan  pacha  had  too  much  sense  not  to  prefer  it  to  such  a  place  as  Kinboum,  which 
he  could  easily  have  taken,  afterwards."  In  communicating  copies  of  Suvorrofs 
letters  to  the  Chevalier  Ribas,  for  the  inspection  of  Potemkin,  Jones  begged  for  ex- 
plicit orders,  **  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake  among  so  many  commanders ; 
each  of  whom  belioTed  hhnself  independent  of  the  others ;  which  might  lead  to 
mischievous  consequences." 
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squadron  and  tlM  flotilla ;  and  tbat^  unkifig  heart  aai  hani, 
forgetting  all  personal  consideratt^His,  they  sluMild  detarmiDe  to 
eonquer,  as  the  true  glory  of  a  patriot  ¥ra8  to  be  osefiit  to  his 
country.* 

"He  prqMwed  to  them  nine  questions.  It  was  decided,  to  act 
together*  niingle4x)gethmr>  in  one  and  the  same  order  of  battle; 
that  if  the  wind  should  be  from  a  point  from  N«  to  8.  £.  the 
}Nrince  should  detuch  a  part  of  the  flotilla;  at  1  A»  DC  and 
shouM  be  supported  at  day  break  by  the  squadron  of  the  rear 
admiral,  to  cot  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy's  small  craft  whieh 
were  near  the  first  village  east  of  Oczakow;  imd  that  the  best 
positiont  for  the  s<piadron  and  flotilla,  in  the  Liman,  to  oorer 


'"^  There  if  ajPMeef  vertel  of  this  eosiicil,  No.  63,  ^the  Pieces  Jwtifiettivw-  Tbo 
fiiUowiif  if  preferved  af  the  addreaa  of  the  rear  admiral ;  **  GentleiDett — HaTingbeen 
saddeoly  called  to  serve  her  imperial  majesty,  I  have  need  of  doable  indulgence,  being 
as  yet  ignorant  of  the  language  and  customs  of  the  country.  I  oonfeef  I  mistmrt  my 
capacity  properly  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  the  ^gfa  trust  with  whieh  her  maje^ 
has  honoured  me  ;  but  I  rely  en  my  zeal,  and  on  jronr  favour,  co-operation,  and  candid 
advice,  for  the  good  of  the  service.  You  are  met,  gentleman,  on  serious  business.  We 
are  to  discuss  points  which  touch  nearly  the  honour  of  the  Russian  flag,  and  the  intererti 
of  her  majesty.  We  have  to  deal  with  a  formidable  enemy ;  but  if  we  are  united 
and  of  one  qiind  in  all  our  oAmIp,  if  our  operations  are  well  ooneerted  and  vigoroaiif 
executed,  the  known  courage  of  Russians,  the  cause  of  the  empress  and  of  the  country, 
and  the  remembrance  of  so  many  past  victories  afford  us  the  most  flattering  hope  oT 
success,  and  cannot  fail  to  inspire  invincible  resolution.  We  must  resolve  to  conquer. 
Let  as  join  our  hands  and  our  hearts.  Let  us  show  that  our  Ibelings  axe  noble,  tod. 
east  far  from  us  all  peosonal  considerations.  Honour  enough  may  be  gained  by  eveiy 
individual ;  but  the  true  glory  of  a  citizen  is  to  be  useful  to  his  country."  The  quei* 
tions  follow,  on  three  of  which  only  resolutions  were  passed,  as  stated  in  the  Journal. 

t  Jones  says  in  a  note :  "  This  was  not  the  rear  admiral's  opinion ;"  and  refers  to  a 
letter  written  by  him  to  the  Prince  de  Nassau  on  the  1st  June.  In  this  he  says:  "^ 
you  will  show  me  a  Jnore  advantageous  position  than  that  which  I  have  taken,  I  will 
change  my  plan  wi^  pleasure,  and  adopt  yours.  If  you  think  my  duty  requires  me  to 
attack  the  Turkish  fleet  under  existing  circumstances,  [It  was  then  ranged  under  the 
canilon  of  Oczakow.— Abte  hy  Jraes.]  I  ask  you  if  I  must  not  wait,  to  conquer  it? 
Who  will  justify  me,  if,  on  my  own  motion,  and  without  any  necessity,  or  waiting  ^of 
sure  news  of  the  position  of  the  army  of  Prince  Potemkin,  I  should  expose  the  squadron 
to  be  burned  or  captured  7  Do  you  believe  the  enemy  will  dare  attempt  a  desoeot  oo 
this  side  of  Kinboum,  to  find  himself  between  two  fires  7  Last  jrear*s  expeiieDoe 
proves  that  he  will  run  no  risks  on  the  other  side;  and  that  the  garrison  is  too  ifioni* 
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Kinbourn  and  act  on  the  defensive,  until  the  approach  of  the 
army  under  Prince  Potemkin,  was  four  verstes  foitber  in  advance, 
opposite  the  first  vilfe^  east  of  Oo2akow,  in  a  straight  line,  N. 
N*E.  S.S.W*  The  batteries  in  the  spaces  between  the  diips, 
and  a  corps  of  reserve,  composed  of  a  division  of  the  flotilla,  to 
cover  the  right  wing*  The  council  was  to  have  met  again  next 
day,  to  decide  on  the  other  points  which  the  rear  admiral  had 
to  propose ;  among  which  was  the  best  manner  of  attack  and 
defence,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  signals,  which  ought 
all,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  made  on  board  of  the  same  vessel ;  but 
M.  de  Nassau  and  the  Brigadier  Alexiano  opposed  this,  and  the 
council  did  not  re-dssemble  as  proposed. 

^*  On  the  0th  of  June,  at  2  in  the  morning,  the  prince  of 
Nassau  advanced,'  as  had  heed  previously  agreed  on,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  flotilla ;  but,  in  (dace  of  cutting  off  die  re- 
treat of  the  vessels  forming  the  enemy's  advanced  guard,  he  . 
retired  at  day  br^ik  before  a  very  inferior  force^  and  without 
offering  the  smallest  resistance ;  and  the  Turks  chased  him, 
keeping  up  a  cannonade,  into  the  midst  of  the  squadron,  which 
had  advanced  to  take  the  position  assigned  to  them. 

**  The  precipitate  retreat  of  the  prince  of  Nassau  inspirited 
the  Turks  so  much,  that  during  the  night  between  the  6th  and 
7th»  they  drew  up  their  flotilla  in  two  divisions,  in  a  shallow, 
close  by  their  own  shore.     The  first  of  these  divisions  had  by 


and  its  generala  skillful  enough  to  repel  an  attack  of  10,000  men.  Bat,  should  the 
squadron  which  I  have  the  hononi*  to  bommand,  be  destroyed,  I  need  not  suggest  to 
you,  that  the  Bog,  Cherson,  &c.  would  be  open  to^the  assauHs  of  the  enemy.  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart,  that  your  highness  would  place  one  or  two  batteries  under  the  walls 
of  Kinbourn  to  reinforce  the  place.  [General  Snvorrof  had  earnestly  asked  for  this 
and  I  should  have  been  glad  to  gratify  him. — Note  btf  Jones."}  But  you  must  perceive, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  an  escort  up  to  the  batteries  of  Kinbourn,  with- 
out first  conquering  the  Turkish  fleet  Jtfy  instructions  are,  to  protect  Kinbourn,  which 
I  think  I  am  doings  at  this  moment.  If  I  advance,  I  shall  find  myself  in  a  pontion 
much  weaker,  with  no  advantage  which  I  can  apprehend.  Our  force  in  row  boats  is 
greatly  superior  to  the  Turks,  and  we  can  at  any  time  go  to  the  assistance  of  Kinbourn, 
though  the  wind  AoM  be  contrary." 
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day  dawn  adranced  witiun  ccuinon  shot  of  oar  rciienre, 
had  been  posted  tbe  prerious  n^t  on  the  rij^  wing* 

*^  At  diinnse  tbe  Turks  made  sail ;  and'ftrigadier  Alexiano 
ran  npon  the  deckof  tlie  Wolodimer  half  naked,exclainnnglikea 
fmntic  man;  iii  French  and  Russian,  that  the  Turks-were  going 
to  attack  and  board  us,  and  that  we  would  be  blown  to  pieces  tmt 
having  been  so  foolirii  as  to  leave  our  former  position.  He  had, 
notwkhitondingy  in  the  council  of  war,  given  his  voice  in  favour 
of  the  position  we  now  actually  held.  Brigidier  Ribaa,  the 
captain,  and  all  the  crew,  were  witnesses  of  his  extravagant 
and  unjustifiable  behaviour. 

<<  This  proved  a  folse  alarm  ;  the  Turkish  fleet  did  not  stir. 

'<  The  prince  of  Nassau  came  on  board  the  Wolodimer^  and 
the  rear  admiral  propose  to  him  to  reconnoitre  tbe  enemy's 
fleet  and  flotiHa.  As  they  advanced  together,  the  first  division 
of  the  Turkish  flotilla  began  to  fire  fWmi  their  canoes,  and 
i^ised  their  anchors  and  rowed  forward  towards  our  reserve, 
wUeh  they  attacked  briskly.  At  the  same  time  several  corps 
of  Turkish  troops  advanced  along  the  opposite  bank,  as  if  they 
intended  to  establish  a  post  or  battery  to  act  on  our  flank.  As 
our  reserve  had  been  po3ted  to  cover  our  right  wing,  the  prince 
of  Nastfaa,  who  knew  not  what  to  do,  proposisd  to  make  it  4raw 
up  in  the  form  of  a  crocket  de  hmktte^  the  better  to  sustain  the 
assault.  The  rear  admiral  told  him,  that  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  necessary  to  Hft  the  anchors  witli  the  utmost  despatch,  and 
to  form  in  line  of  battle  to  meet  the  attack  of  the  Turks.  The 
combat  having  cpmmenced  according  to  this  plan,  the  rear  ad- 
miral hastened  along  our  line,  to  issue  orders  to  the  squadron, 
and,  above  all,  to  make  the  remainder  of  the  flotilla,  posted  be- 
tween the  ships  and  upon  the  left  wing,  advance.  The  wind 
being  adverse,  he  made  these  vessels  be  towed  by  the  ships' 
boats  and  other  boats  attached  to  the  squadron ;  and  by  an 
oMique  movement  formed  in  front  line,  with  the  intention  of 
cutting  off  tbe  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  galling  him  by  a  cross 
fire.  As  soon  as  the  capitan  pacha  perceived  the  manoeuvre 
of  the  rear  admiral, lie  came  forward  himself  in  his  kirlangitdi. 
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having  a  tefy  faTourablewiiid^  aadmadeihe  tecKaiddhrUiotiof 
his  flotilh  ad?  aaee*  Attfain  tone  our  weMnre  was  nty  critieally 
silaBaifced.  •  A  doable  ohakrape  gutted  the  aetkm>  and  foar  of  ottr 
galleys  were  in  danger  ef  b0ing  captured.  Tiw  prince  of  Nas* 
saut  who  did  not  relish  gotag  himself,  sent  Biigadier  Oorsaosll^ 
who  made  tfa^n  retreat*  Instead  of  remaining  wHb  the  reserfei 
which,  being  without  a  commander,  was  in  rery  great  disorder, 
the  prince  of  Nassau  quitted  his  o^n  post,  and  stationed  himself 
before  the  rear  admiral,  wbere  he  could  be  of  no  use  whatever* 
The  rear  admiral  went  into  the  same  boat  with  the  prince  of 
Nassau,  and  again  issued  his  orders  along  the  line.  Being  noW 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy,  he  op^ied  fire,  advancing 
idways  in  an  oblique  Kne  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  At  the  same 
time  he  despatched  Brigadier  Alexiano.  tp  endeavour  to  rally 
the  vessels  of  the  reserve,  which  the  prince  of  Nassau  hs^  de^ 
sorted ;  bat  Alexiano  contented  himself  with  waving  Ins  hat  in 
the  air,  and  shouting  from  behind  the  lines^— '  Fire,  my  boys,  on 
the  kirlangitph  of  the  capitan  pacha !' 

''  When  the  line  led  on  by  the  rear  admiral  came  to  dose  fire 
with  the  enemy,  thisir  fiotiUa  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  con* 
fusion.  '  Our  reserve  gave  no  farther  way,  and  the  enemy  was 
placed  under  a  cross  fire.  The  capitan  pacha  availed  himaelf 
of  the  only  reeource  he  had  left ;  the  wind  being  kl  his  favour, 
he  set  every  sail  to  withdraw  his  force.  Had  he  remained  a 
half  hour  longer,  he  would  have  been  surrounded.  Two  of  his 
vessels  were  bonit  ia  this  affitir.  The  flotiUa  of  the  enemy  was 
composed  of  fifty-seven  vessels,  and  we  chas^  them  up  to  their 
fleet.  The  resu:  admiral,  who  had  directed  the  whole  affair, 
left  all  the  credit  of  it  to  the  prince  of  Nassau.    ^ 

^*  An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  capacitjCof  this  prince,  from 
the  circumstance  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  action  he  re- 
quested the  rear  admiral  to  bring  forward  to  the  support  of  the 
reserve  only  the  vessels  posted  on  the  left  wing,  which  consisted 
of  one  galley  and  two  double  chaloupes.  Besides  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  force,  these  vessels  had  a  very  long  way  to  make,  and 
that  against  the  wind« 
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<f  The  TuifajremAfaiedqin^fi>r  some  time  after  t^  The 
prince  of  Nftssaii,  who  had  fKMuree.sfiokeD  one  wofd  danng  4ie 
affisdr,  save  to  make  extravagant  pteieamoDs  of  regard  fior  tiie 
rear  admiral,*  now  began  tq  give  hirafletf  airs.  On  the  13th 
Jane  he  addressed  a  writing  of  an  extraordiittayebaraetier  to  die 
rear  admiral^  the  object  of  which  appeared  to  be,  that  an  ad- 


*  1 6iid  a  letter  whieh  moithaTeheea  wrftteo,  aeeordipg  to  the^ld  ityfa,«n  the  8lb 
June,  firom  Mr.  Littlepage,  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  camp  on  the  Bog»  OQii(r«te]»- 
ting  Jones  on  thi3  afiair,  and  informing  him  of  the  satisfaction  which  Mr.  Jefferwni, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  all  his  friends  in  Paris  felt,  on  hearing  of  his  appoint- 
irant.  He  Mys  :'<  Your  star  is  bright;  and  not,  I  hope,  to  be  eol^ised¥]r  the  Cres- 
cent. Prince  Potemkin  is  much  your  friendi"  In  his  replyi  on  the  11th,  ^mms  mfBi 
"  The  prince  wrote  me  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the  affair  of  the  7th.  If  the  honour  had 
been  ten  tunes  greater,  I  should  have  renounced  it  altogether  in  favour  of  the  Prince  de 
NlMBa«;jbM  I  am-sdrry  to  say,  he  is  too  jealous  to  be  content  with  my  selfdeii&BL 
Perhfips  he  IS  ill  advisod,  without  knowing  it^  There  is  nothiBir  oensisient  widi  nj 
honour,  thlit  I  would  not  do  to  make  him  easy*  I  am  the  more  in  pfttib  as  I  Qnde^ 
stand  he  spoke  favourably  of  me  to  the  prince  before  I  arrived.  If  he  now  beoomes 
my  enemy,  I  shaU  not  imitate  his  example.  It  Was  my  intention  to  pay  him  a  oompli- 
meBt,  wten  I  said,  u  my  letter  tothe  priaoe,  that  'he  hadthken  uy  couMel  hi  good 
par^  in  the  affair  of  the  7th.^  I  showed  the  Prince  de  Nassaa  that  letter*  ead  be  seeded 
pleased  with  it.  In  the  affair,  he  embraced  v/ke,  and  said, '  100  sAoic^d  ahoagt  aidbe 
hut  ones''  but  now,  I  find,  a  false  construction  has  been  put  on  my  letter,  and  Ui 
jeaWnsy  sapenedes  evety  nobler  sentiment:"  There  is  a  lett^  from  Jotoes  to  Nassia 
on  the  14th,  among  his  Vindicie  annexed  to  the  Jevnal,  whieh  is  e«taialf  wriaan  in 
a  most  oonciliatoiy  spirit.  Referring  to  several  minor  arrangements  for  the  sqnaidhoo, 
he  leaves  them  altogether  to  the  prince's  discretion.  He  anxiously  inquires  whatcaose 
he  had  given  for  offence  t  It  is  undoubtedljr  to  be  found  in  the  diff*erence  of  opinion  as 
to  the  positioik  of  the  sqaadron,  and  in  the  vefj  phrase  whksk  Jones  tqrs  lie  inteiided 
ibr  a  compliment.  He  says  to  him :  "  You  appeared  nontented  with  my  letter.  Hm 
least  word  from  you  would  have  made  mo  suppress  it.  I  should  prefer  to  have  kept 
nlence ;  and  on  other  occasions  I  shall  know  how  to  do  so."  In  a  note,  he  says :  **  I 
have  been  well  duped  by  it."  In  Mr.  littlepage's  reply  to  Jones' letter  of  the  lltk,be 
says,  that  he  was  not  unadvised  of  the  misunderstanding  between  the  two  commanden, 
previous  to  the  affair  of  the  7th ;  that  Prince  Potemkin  had  supposed  it  was  settled, 
and  was  deeply  pamed  to  hear  it  was  renewed.  **  1  easily  conceive,"  he  says,  **  the 
delicacy  of  .your  position ;  and  I  know  that  honour  can  niiake  no  sacrifices.  But  ibr 
God's  sake,  my  deer  iriend  be  prudent,  on  your  own  aceoint  and  that  of  yoiir  fimnds. 
Prince  Potemkin  i^s  conceived  a  high  esteem  for  yon }  bat  he  levee  NMesau,  If  ever 
reciprocal  interests  dictated  unity  between  two  persons,  it  is  between  you  and  the 
Prince  de  Nassau ;  for  the  present  moment,  at  least.  •  *  *  ^  Nassau  has  been  unlbt^ 
tnnate,  and  he  has  more  thm  one  reason  for  endeavouring  to  maker  ^WI«Mf  ef^xMig 


vaiH^  diiouU  be  made  of  ihree  ver^tes  nearei*  l^  enemy^Wbo 
had  taken  post  tinder  the  batteries  of  Ocnium.  The  rear 
admiral,  who  eouM  perceive  no  advantage  to  the  service  in  such 
a  movement,  refused  his  concurrence,  the  prince  nrnrshal  havmg 
approved  his  plan  of  acting  on  the  d^inisive,*  nn^  the  arrival 
of  the  land  fiirces,  or  at  least,  until  the  moment  when  the  Turks 
might  a£R>rd  us  an  opportunity' of  attackhig  them  to  fidvaatage. 
Had  he  agreed,  the  movement  would  have  been  fiital  to  Russia, 
as  wiH  be  seen  by  v^at  follows.  . 

<<  By  the  16th  June,  the  patience  of  th^  capitan  pacha  was 
exhausted.  He  broogbt  from  his  grand  fleet,  without  KiiUbownii, 
two  thousand  pi<^ed  men,  to  reinfoi^  the  body  under  the  wmBs 
of  Oczakow;  and  being  strength^ed  still  farther  by  the  troops 


tteuaiftnee*.  If ym  find  wnitmiwioB  in  hk  fhiifitw,  ejtciee  them,  aad  reaagibg 
lluit  Im  iom,  and  I  hope  jet  is»  jroiur  firien^  Ptrdon  this  liber^,  d&c."  Sorely  no 
better  adTice  was  ever  given,  and  it  was  not  onatteoded  to  at  the  time.  Jones,  in  a 
letter  written  on  the  20th,  said  he  considered  the  advice  as  a  new  proof  oftme  fHeiid- 
ship;  Aat  it  was  that  of  a  man  of  sense;  and  «o  shew  he  meant  to  ibUow  it;  mMmit* 
ted  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  prince;  the  eontents  of  which  have  been  stated.  He  mfni 
"  I  haTC  put  vp  with  more  fi^m  Nassau,  than,  under  other  cirewnstances  I  could  have 
done  from  any  man  who  was  not  crazy.  4  can  no  more  reckon  upon  his  humour  than 
on  the  wind.  One  hoifr  he  embraces  me  as  his  best  fHend;  and  the  next  he  is  Heady  to 
cot  my  throat"  He  then  goes  into  a  technical  explanation  of  his  reasons  fbac  not 
thiifcMwg  it  expedient  to  advance  three  verstes,  before  the  afiair  of  the  7th,  and  relates 
subsequent  operations,  as  they  will  be  found  in  the  text  of  the  Journal.  New  canses 
of  offence  had  been  given  at  the  &te  of  this  letter,  and  it  is  pkdn  from  the  beginning, 
4liat  Jones  must  have  changed  his  character  oitirely  belbra  he  coidd  submit  to  haitno- 
nize  with  die  prince  at  the  expense  of  his,undentanding,  pride,  and  fame. 

^  Inaletterofihe  8th,  to  the  rear  admiral,  Potemkin  expressly  said:  "  I  would  desire 
you  could  deftr  your  eperadons,  until  I  may  have  approached  nearer  to  you,  excepting 
in  case  the  enemy  riiould  give  yon  a  good  opportunity  to  ofl^  battle,  or  that  the  sal^ 
of  ffinboum  should  refpnie  it.*'  If  J<mes  be  correct,  the  prince  must  have  cakukted 
that  the  first  exception  would  soon  occur ;  ibr,  he  says  in  a  note :  *'  the  prince  never  had 
any  intention  of  passing  the  Bog,  while  the  Turkish  squadron  was  in  the  liman.  I 
do  not  presume  to  suggest  his  reasons."  And  in  a  passage  of  Mr.  Littlepage's  letter 
which  haa  been  quoted  from,  informing  him  that  unfbreseen  difficulties  in  the  pswge 
of  the  river  had  made  a  countermarch  necessary,  he  makes  this  remark :  "  It  was  a 
lAttm,  (fehUe,)  for  the  prince  never  intended  to  cross  the  Bog  while  the  Turidsh 
squadron  was  in  the  Liman.  I  have  this  from  Brigadier  Ribas,  and  many  others  in  his 
ftdl  confidence.'* 
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andwithra  &k.wbcl,iiito  tbe  I^imaima attack  aodbo«4«*^ 
The  sbip>  wbkk  boure  one  of  the  admiral's  ^4agSy  iteer^  ri|^ 
towaf da  tke  Wofodimer  from  the  oommwcem^eiKt  pf  ,tha  move- 
wmat€  Wben  within  tW0  vergles  of  us,  or  little  jnore^  thi»  ship 
got  iffrottnd,  aad  all  the  yawale  which  aoooiopaiiiad  it  imoM- 
diatelj'drapt  aachor.    Il' was  then  abaat  two  in  tbq  afiemoon. 

*'  The  rear  adnirai  iEwunmoiieda  ooaaail  oi  war  to  conflakon 
what  should  be  done.    He  addresiad  ther  council,  at  whieh  were 
present  all  the  oofEimaaderB  of  the  sqaadron  and  the  flatill%  sod 
conehidad  bjr  talHag  thalii,^  that  they  laMSt  n^e  up  tbeb  m^ 
to  can^iaer  ^die  fiur  their  eoMtryJt 

^^  The  wind,  which  wa^  ratber  finesh, >a«ig  agaipst  ii8«tlw 
only  thing  proposed  by  the  rear  admiral  that  was  found  practi- 
caUe  was,  to  draw  up  our  force  in  an  obtuse  angle,  by  bringing 
Ibrward,]^  anchors,  the  right  of  the  line  up  ta  thecentift.  TUi 
movement  was  completed  before  midn^ht.  The  wfaidhd 
shifted  to  N.  N.  £.  and  at  break  of  day  on  the  17th,  the  rear 
admiral  made  signal,  aad  the  whole  sqoadi^on  immediaUiy  s^ 
siul  to  commence  the  attack  on  the  Turks. 

/'  The  Turks  got  into  confusion  the  instant  this  manoeuvre 
was  perceived.    They  raised  their  anchors  or  out  thdr  eaUes 


*  **  Tbe  plaaof  the  capitantwcha  was  to  bear  down  full  tail  oa  tba  ve^elf  of  0*^ 
flBliUa,aiid  ran (hamla tha  beamn by  ifaa ahock of  tke enoouler of  hk laqp ihtf*- 
He  abo  propoaad  to  bmn  our  aqaadroii  by  throwing  in  fire^wUa,  (gnfpiMit)  tiad^ 
ting  fire  to  certain  trading  Teaoelfwhicli  be  had  prepared  aafire-diipa.  Hehadiasioi 
to  caleabte  9t  ancceaa,  had  be  not  been  thwarted  by  a  oircnmstance  wbiob  ao  »!** 
eoald  have  foreaeen."— iWbto  hy  Pmd  Jome§, 

t  It  aeema  nnnecaaaaiy  to  iriiert  the  addreaa  made  at  thia  oonBoil,  whiob  ii  ^ 
axoon§  the  piheijuatyic4Mti9e8,  Three  qoeationaaa  to  the  manner  of  attack  ware  P*^ 
posed ;  the  reaohitionfl  apon  them  are  not  mentioned.  By  a  statement  of  the  fivce  a 
the  sqnadrott  nnder  Jones  on  that  day,  it  appears  it  consisted  of  one  ^cigaie  cmp^^ 
gtms  of  liferent  caiibtes,  foor  canying  96,  two  M,  one  90,  and  one  16,  and  fovTYtfF^ 

canying  in  all  66  guns.  His  own  Tossel,  the  WokMlimer,  a  70  gnn  ihipr  ^"^ 
only-  94  twent^-fiwr  ponndeia  and  two  Uformes,  pieces  fiom  which  peifori^  t^"* 
were  diadiarged,  filled  with  combaatiblea.  The  shallowness  of  the  limM  wail<i  B^ 
allow  of  a  greater  weight  of  metaL 


^SL 


#i^ttlM  frMtMtpiwo^pltaticNi>  «iid  not  ^Am>  ikmiow  dF  afeter  rt- 
jMiitmL  in  their  ieet«  Oar  squadron  advanocMl  in  line:  of  bMtie 
•'mnA  na  liiponnf  and  formidable  appearance,  so  that  ttie  iTurlDi 
knew  not  how  weak  it  really  was*  As  our  AotiHa  had  been  vety 
islew  in  weighing  ahebor,  the  rear  admiral  was  oMiged  to  vbiske 
the  squadron  ftak  twice  to  wait  fin*  it.  At  length,  the  flotiia 
being  always  last,  the  squadron  opened  fire  on  the  enemy ,« of 
trhom  the  person  seeeod  in  command,  who  had  flown  about 
Kke  a  fool^  quickly  ran  Ms  ship  on  a  sand  bank  on  the  south  of 
(be  liiman.  There  was  no  longer  bepe  for  him ;  fVom  the  ise- 
ment  be  groonded  he  was  ours.  The  enemy  still  kept  flying 
jd)oat,  and  always  in  the  greatest  disorder.  The  rear  atfhdired 
ordared  bis  ship  (the  Wolodlraer)  to  be  steered  to  within  pisldl 
ebot  of  the  reseel  of  ^  capitan  pacha,  but  the  latter  again  ran 
aground  upon  a  sand  hank ;  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the 
Brigadier  Alexiano  gave  orders  in  the  Russian  language,  and 
unknown  to  the  rear  admiral,  to  drop  the  Wolodimer*s  anchor.* 
It  was  pretended  that  there  were  but  Meen  feet  of  water  a 
Kttle  way  in  adrance  of  the  drip,  which  was  not  true.  A  con- 
siderable time  before  diis  the  squadron  had  been  taken  on  t&^ 
rigbt  flank  by  the  Tuikisb  flotilla,  drawn  up  on  the  .shallot, 
MAW  the.  bank  to  the  «ast  of  OczidLOW,  and  commanded  by^  the 
eapitan  pacha  bimseif.  The  flotilla  annoyed  the  squadron  con- 
^jaderaUy,  by  incessantly  throwing  in  along  our  line  both  bombs 
and  balk  6(  great  sisb.  Wanting  depth  of  water,  our  frigaites 
eouU  not  advanee  fiir  enoi^fh  to  dislodge  them,  and,  besides, 
Ihey  CmuhI  tint  their  guns  were  too  small.  The  eapitan  pacha 
sink  one  t>f  our  frigates,  named,'  the  Little  Alexander,  by  a 
bomb,  at  the  side  of  the  Woiodimer,  and  at  the  very  instant 
Brigadier  Aleodasb  madcf  the  anchor  be  cast.  Our  flotilla 
still  lagged  behind,  but  it  did  at  last  advance.    Having  parsed 


*  M.  Zeftluuio,  Mptain  of  the  Wolodinidr  oertifiet  to  the  ftcti  mentiona^  in  thit 
mitmmL  Rm  dedmtion,  dnlj  attaited,  ii  amonf  tbe  docamonti  auMied  to  the 
JoshmL 
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tJirQiigb.tliie;iMpHUro»i]»^ei0reMett  dUpoi^iV'«nA  wdriouA'fbe 
taMt  an>Mrwc»  of  baiog  under  oomtiiaiid^  UmtMii  ef  {iunwiK 
thfiHymg  Torfci,  the  AQtiU«.«^arined  found  the  Tuvkiik  d^ 
^ifi^cb  werefigroundUbeabiveof  beeft.  ; 
,1  ''.Tb0  reajr  admiml  ^ommaodedBfigiadier  AlexiaBo^to  get 
.lOgodier  soine  veviels  of  our  floiiUa  to  disfadj^e  the  TurUib 
;So^illiu  At  the  same  mooMyit  thi  rear  adniral  advanced  in  ha 
IjMMLtg^ardflitbe  }i9ftiWi«g«.wJiere  4be  {wiiMeoCMaiisau  wasuMi 
ibifj  Iwdy  of.  re»e«v«w  jemptojf^  to.  very  Utile  purpose^,  in  samouMl- 
4M(  ^<^  %0^  TurU^hi  ;ve#e«t  whiob  waci  agronnd^.leaDiag.oA  ale 
jiifle^.  apd  firing  upoa  it.-  The  reai'  adimftil  iiiiw?nted  hfan  to 
\hvp^  or  swd.tbe  rafn^r.ve:  to  act  afaiast  tbe.sTurk«h  iotilk 
i^ipon  <^ar  right  Aaakifand.inlbriMed'biniref  tJke  ajnifortaaewbidi 
Jj^,befi^Uqttbe  little  Al^Kantdar;  jliat  M-jdecNaasaareniaiaed 
^iael)}r,,bel4nd  bi£k  b^iU^riee^  and  inade.nd  flM»¥6Bieot.todiaMge 

4  ..^^'Tbe  re^r  fdmifltl  thon  mat.  Brigadier  Corectcoff^to  when 
J^e^g^y/^  -prdera  sifnib^r  Uk  thoae  he  had  giiven  U>  Jf .  AlesiaDO; 
1^  ^ese.itwo.offiivBrBMitinggottfigetfaer  ae  nianj  venebof 
.^)lf  ,4o^l|fl  ^,tb^y  <;ouI4.coI>eGt9  av&ist^our  ftigateeiA^iiilod;- 
ipg^fiu^  cb^aing  the  Turklih.  flotilla  evdn.rSl  under  tlie#alkof 
.Q^z^fiqw.  Iff*  d^  Corp#coff  WKi  a  biaft^e  .and  :«ui  .iirttiiifMt 
i[U|Wj;, ^.  did  po^  affect  AQ.bfiUe  4tme  Jtey  tbiag'  vpadetM 
^^b^jciitffo ,  wfts  a  man  of  limited  tuleift:  and  of  ifueddoaebfe 
,QP^rag;««.  but  his  vanity  was  e^cewiMe.  .  Ha  pretended  tie  bai*e 
to,w^.,f  ^ttery  t9i:wiibin  pistol sbot  of'tbeenenairJfl'flotiiiai'biit 
J[^.  Ak^oatoff,.  who  f3o^manded  that  batlergr,  tAdaved  4tat 
^eil^e^.;bq  nop  apy  .opie„pf  .our  people  ev^  were  neafferitbe 
/]riju:lfji^l^:Pptiljy|tbj^n,balf(C0fti|pttsh(Dt, ;    ..,    »  :.    i.i.  ' 

,.. ;,"  ^he  Turkish  flc^iv;^WH5  diattot.  TJ»:4irik*eof»iB««*« 
^as  told  that  C|ie  Adrair^'sflagi  wbitJ^haAb^nidw|)kyedbri*c 
vessel  of  the  capitan  pacha,  was  struck,  and  he  hfistily  advanced 
to  claim  it.  The  ship  of  the  capitan  pacha,  like  the  other,  ww 
a  la  bande,  that  is  to  say,  it  leaned  much  to  one  side,  ande^M'*^ 
'qiiehtly  could  not  make  use  of  its  guq^.,. .^^tbe.flag.of  di« 
capitan  pacha  fell  into  the  water  from  the  top  of  the  maiu'^tff A*^ 


^y&fi: 


Imnuir  b«W  8ttfUk^k4owrii  bjailMUtk  i^  not  diibukto  immrim 
Uist  the  irefsel  \idiich  :Itad  fired  this  ball  was  in  nck  dangei i^ 
l^iog  touohed  bj.^casesbou  .The  2^€LpDraviatts  picked:  up  1I19 
fla^  from  the  water,  and  the  prince  of  Nassau^  a*  long  wfailf 
afterwards,  had  .Ike  ^ory  (whieh  he  turned  to  good  account) 
of  having  <  SBHtched  it  from  their  hands.  The  trear  acbnbal 
m^t  havi9  claimed  at  least  half  of  this  fl^f^  as.  he  had  his 
bands  on  it  nt  the  same  moment  with  the  priaee  of  Aiaisaiti 
but  he  regarded  it  as  a  thing  of  very  little  coasequeneiii '  1 

^^  Brandoougles*  had  been  thr<(»wn  into  thd  tin>  Turkish  tqs* 
sals  which  were  aground,  aad  they  were  burnt..  Was  thi»a 
good  or  a  bad  piece  of  service  f  These 'two  veeseb  nv^e^oars^ 
from  the  circumstance  of  haying  run  agraand^  aad  because  their 
erews  bad  been  left  by  their  countrymen  under  the  guns  of  oar 
squadron.  Wherefore  did  the  flotilla  idteriere  with  them  J 
ou^bt  it  not  rather  to  bate  pursued  the  flyiqg  Turks,  who  were 
Uot  yet  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Oezakow?'  Oar 
flotilla  had  received  ao  injury,  and  had  nothing  to  fear  froa^  thei 
shallowness  of  tbe  water.  *  •       . 

^^  Having  first  sounded,  the  rear  admiral  made  the  squculroa 
adv^ance  another  verste,  and  tpok  post  in  fei  right  Mae,  barelgrl 
out  of  shot  of  Oczakow,  and  in  line  with  the  last  Turkisb  Bhi{J 
that  had beea  run  aground  and  takeiw  ^  Firesoon after  broke 
out  in  this  prisce,  which  had  been  imprudently  fired  upon  with. 
brandcQuglesfi  The  fleet  and  flotilla  of  the  Turks  now  draw  up 
in  ai  line  panrallel  to  oars^  and  under  the  walla  of  Ocaakon^. 

*-*  How  imbecile  does  the  human  mind  become  under  the  iit* 
fluence  of  sudden  panic  !  Tbe  rear  admiral,  an  hour  after  the* 
affair,  advanced  in  his  boat,  and  took  soundings  all  akmg  the' 
Turkish  line,  opposite  the  walla  of  Oczakow,  and  witfiia  reach 
of  case  shot,  and- not  a  single  gun  was.fired  upon  him. 
.  '*  Previonsly  to  taking  command  of  the  squadron,  tbe  rear 


*  A  note  by  Paul  Jone^  4mcn\fea  these  incendiary  mienlee  as  a  kind  efbooib-eiiells, 
perforatefi  with  Me*.  aii4  ^M  inside  with  oomj^aiitible  nateiMle^  Thegr  were  fired 
firom  a  sort  of  pieces  called  Lio^msf.       ,,)  >  .<  t   .    .h 
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wdmini  kad  goM  to  Kmboorn  wMi  the  Cheirafitr  RBm 
brifadM  Ai  jioifry  to  the  prince  nmrthal,  lo  rtoomioitre  Ik 
jponbon  aad  force  of  tke  fleet  and  flodlhi  uttder  the  capHan 
pacba,  and  to  examine  the  entrance  of  die  Lani^.  IChej 
arriTod  at  Kinbonrn  at  the  very  time  that  the  eapitan  pacba 
had  detached  twenty-one  vessds  of  war  from  his  fleet,  and  with 
that  fMTce  entered  the  road  of  OcsakoWy  the  wind  not  permit- 
tinf  him  to  enter  the  Lhnan,  where  hii  flotilla  and  some  traat- 
port  shipa  were  afareadj  stationed.  The  rear  admiral  was  to 
stmdi  at  fiddiog  the  tonfue  ei  land  at  Kinboum  widioat  aiij 
hatterj  or  block  fort,  that  be  instantly  spoke  of  it  to  the  com- 
maadanty  General  Suvorrcrf**  This  tongoe  of  land,  Aom  its 
pasitioD,  oomoMukls  the  only  pass^e  by  which  large  vessds 
can  either  entor  or  eome  out  of  the  Liman,  and  the  foftress  of 
Kinboum  is  far  too  distant  to  be  able  to  command  this  passafe. 
Hie  rear  admiral  proposed  to  establish  one  or  more  stroaf 
batteries  upon  this  stripe  of  land,  and  M.  de  Ribas  secooded 
the  proposition.  After  considM*able  delay.  General  Suvorrcf 
resolTod  to  establish  a  block  fort  with  heavy  cannon  upon  Aif 
point,  and  a  battery  farther  within.*  But  the  eapitan  pecbs 
had  already  got  the  twenty-one  ships  in  question  into  the 


"*  At  10  o'doek  on  die  night  between  the  17th  and  ISth  of 
June,  the  eapitan  pacha  attempted  to  carry  the  remains  of  hit 
squadron,  which  had  been  defi»ated  at  ere,  out  of  the  Limeii; 
but  the  block  fort  and  battery  flred  on  his  ships,  of  which  niae 
of  the  largest  were  forced  aground  upon  the  sand  bank  which 
runs  out  from  Oczakow,  at  the  distance  of  cannon  shot  from 
the  Mock  fort. 

«'  The  block  fort  and  battery  fired  on  the  enemy  the  whole 
night,  and  at  daybreak  Creneral  Suvorrof  sent  to  us,  requestiiig 
that  we  wonld  send  Tetoek  to  take  possession  of  the  shipi  of 


*  Qmitial  fknnm€  had  tlie  mMmnm  to  my  Kt  ooort,  ia  Febrwiy,  1789,  in  •  00*' 
▼amtimiwHIiato  hmmnmid  CUhwnl  EliiiC,  tbst the  ^fltuk ttf ^^MUbini ^  ^'^ 
ftrtbeksifedtotlierMradiBifil.— ^bfi6yJMMf.  "i '* 
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ly  which  Iml  got  agrouwL    The  rear  «daiintl  wished 

frifates ;  bet  Brigadier  Al^ziano  sMared  him  that  ha 

i^ould   run  great  riek  of  hMing  them.    The  carreat  there,  he 

sfludy  ^  was  like  that  of  a  miH-dara,  and  the  bottom  was  so  bad 

[       thmt  nwcihers  wchiM  not  hokU* 

L  **  It  was,  aeeordiagly,  resohred  to  proceed  with  the  flotilla ; 

I  mnd  Alexiano,  who  had  his  private  reasons,  set  out  widi  the 
ff  prince  of  Nassau.*  The  flotilla  went  pell-mell,  and  withoat 
e  any  aort  of  order  or  phn,  upon  the  nine  sUps  aground,  and  fired 
^  brandoougles  into  them  without  merqr.  It  was  in  vain  the 
,  wretched  Turks  made  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  begged  for 
1^  qnsurter  on  thmr  knees!  Above  three  thousand  of  them  ware 
^  bttrnt  ¥rith  their  ships*  By  some  chance  two  of  these  vessels, 
^^       tbe  least  and  the  largest,  Jid  not  take  fire;  the  one  was  a  cor- 

b         • . 

wr 

H  *  In  a  lettor  to  Mr.  UtUepage,  written  on  the  90th,  Jonei  nji :  "  Without  explain* 

^  jf         hif  t^  me  any  of  hii  reaionfl,  the  prince  of  Naeean  wished  to  go  there,  (to  the  mnd 


buikiuidBr  Oenkow,)  with  all  the  flolitta.    loppoeedit;  beoaoM  all  the  Tnrkiah 

amUla  wae  vnder  the  cannon  of  tha  plaoe,  within  cannon  «hot  of  our  right  wing*,  and 

IS!  we  oigfat  to  hare  waited  till  the  cqaadron  ibonld  be  attacked  by  it    He  permitted 

I  g  himaelf  to  eay  many  uncivil  things ;  among  others,  that  he  was  always  wanted  to  pio- 

taet  fnf  siinadron,  with  An  HotUla.    As  he  had  often  said  such  things  sUice  the  aMr 

ofthe7ia,ilo|dhiBiitwaaiaipioperlhrhtBtosaythisandformetohearit.    Hit 

the  squadron  was  respectable^  as,  belonging  to  the  empress  and  baring  oonqnered  her 

H(  m^esty's  enemies.    He  bragged  that  he  had  taken  the  two  ships.    I  told  him  that  I 

r  mw  nothing  eztraorAnary  in  that;  because  they  wen  aground,  and,  of  eonrae,  cap- 

tSMd  befell  be  cnMe  up.    He  said  ha  would  wifle  what  I  bad  uttered  to^Prisoe  INi- 

^^  teodun;  and  tittt  As  knuw  better  than /did,  how  to  take  ships.'  I  told  him,  that  with- 

i  0  out  impugning  his  skill,  he  was  not  ignorant  that  I  had  proved  iqy  ability  to  take  ships, 

.^     .       which  wtTB  not  Tmk$,    He  got  out  of  all  control  of  himself;  and  threatened  to  write 

against  me,  to  the  empress  and  Prince  Potemkin.    As  for  that,  I  told  bun,  if  he  #aa 

beseeMughledeit»IdeAsd  Kiimidwe.  He  let  me  three  hnlf-ailWyi,  (aiww  fSfaus,) 

ft  on«  small  battery,  and  one  chaleupe,  which  I  placed  under  our  right  wii^g,  and  baa 

0  not  spoken  to  me  since.    Before  this  ridicubus  dispute,  our  combination  was  unne- 

oeasaiy ;  otherwise  I  would  hare  put  up  with  still  more,  ibr  the  good  of  the  serrice. 

I M  no  rancour  against  him ;  mid  though  he  said,  in  a  bitter  tone,  that  I. would  be 

lij^iiiced to  see hhn  beaten, he  Kttle  understood  ny  heart!"  In  a  note, be  says:  "He 

pays  a  poor  compliment  to  himself,  who  ascribes  such  sentiments  to  a  man  whose 

honov  is  known.    IfIhadkeptquietostfae7th  June,  his  business  would  hare  been 
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t«ttes  virjiMff&rentljf  arm^  oanryoig  teci  batiary^BoA  (m^ 
pieces  between  «bck8.  'Th«  otliir  vnAi  asfhaU  JMJgantiiiOf  off 
Freneb^eottfltmetion,  armed  iritb  feaitMntBraidi  gaua»  .    '        . 

^*  Neitlier  tiie  pvlnoe  df  Nassau  hor  Alexianb  was  to4»e  eeen 
at  this  time.  They  were  together,  and  at  some  distanoe,  ihirui|^ 
this  frightful  earnage ;  aod  it  Ifms  afterwards  aaked  ef  them  if 
they  had  not,  duriBg  this  ttmev  been  ai  Kkiboufii?  Ms  tbs 
greatest  .oeofuskm  reigned  atttong^  the  Vessels  oC'the  fleltUa, 
though  out  loss  was  not  greet,  there,  is  no  doubt  Ibat  part  -crf^^it 
was  owing  to  Russian  btllleta. 

^*  The  army  of  Prince  Potonikin'  having  come  up  6n  the  37tb 
June,  the  prince  of  Nassau  bad  orders  to  atlaok  and  destioyi 
or'eapture,  the  Turkish  Aotilia  which  lay  under  the  wails  of  Oc^ 
zakow ;  and  the  rear  admiral  was  commanded^  txy  gire  him  etery 
assistcmee  that  might  be  useful.  In  pursuance  of  these  orders, 
on  the  1st  of  July,  at  one  in  the  morning,  the  flotilla  advanced. 
The  rear  admiral  had  ^ent  all  the  chaloup^  and  barcasses  be- 
longing to  the  squadron  to  haul  out  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla. 
The  prince  marshal  had  taken  the  trouble  to  arrange  the  pfaw 
<>f  attack  himself,  but  his  plan  was  not  followed. 

"  At  daybreak,  our  flotilla  having  advanced  only  within  can- 
iMMi  shot,  opened  fire  upon  the  Turkish  flotilla,  and  on  the  place 
The  current  having  carried  several  of  our  batteries  and  double 
chatoupes  rather  too  far  to  leeward,  the  tear  admiral  had  them 
hauled  up  by  the  boats  and  barcassqs  of  the  squadron,  and  set 
the  example  himself  with  the  efaaloupe  in  which  he  was.  The 
Turks  set  Are  themselves  to  a  Kttfe  frigate  which  they  had  pre- 
pared as  a  fire-ship,  and  placed  ^  anchor  to  the  N.  E.  of  Port 
Hassan  Pacfaa. 

^  At*stx  in  the  morning,  the  rear  admiral  advanced  oonn- 
derably  in  front  of  the  flotilla  to  seize  five  of  the  enemy's  gaS- 
ieys  which  lay  within  case  shot  to  the  east  of  Fort  Hassan.  The 
position,  of  these  galleys,  between  the  cross  fire  of  our  flotilki  en 
ohfe  side,  and  that  bf  Port  Hassan,  the  Turkish  flotHIa,  andtbe 
cjtailel  of  Oczakbw  on  th(^  other,  rendere(|  thi^  i^  very  danger- 
ous enterprise.     The  rear  admiral  boarded  the  galleytj^liiehJM^' 


imhiMi  aut,;Aad  luMlit.1k>imd.dut)of  danger  Hi*a.isbo*t>lii*«»«i^ 
litMrteaiMit  heff^  Fabneiaiw .  He  iaftorwaidb  boax dild  )tbe  caUay 
Df.tb6.oapiiati  pacbA,  wbu)li  lay  cotmH^nl^iAyi^u^ea^  /^9,Utrtp 
Croin  UBskjlfuJoitss,  aad^Jtceflt  oCzeal».a  youagi  offifi0i>  oitf^tlif 
cable  of  this  galley  without  waiting  iltejocder^t  of.  the  ar«arilMi- 
ouralt^atadbefer^  the.boata  could  b^igdt.b.oifider.t^baulitouty 
tiM  wiad  driAadithe,^lfe]r.lofWcd«  tk^  9bore»  «M.iiliU  nmcor 
lo/tbeffort;.  Tbei  roar,  adfokal  :bad{tb#.tgaU«gr  ljghti»nad  -bj 
«l{rowiiig  tffiaojr  thiag«.  oY^pbcuard.  After  lau^b  ^eavoh  foi;  Wp^^ 
that  might  stretch  to  the  wreck  of  the  burot  frigate,  and  gct^.tbe 
galley  afloat  by  that  means,  the  plan  foiled  from  the  ropes 
Ml ;  being  long  eoo<%b. . ...  The  reaf  a4a^ral  wa^  vey |r.  jwwWng 
la  Jrieid  la  the  abstiactte  iq^position  of  the  Tucks^  whQ,firtdapM 
faftdi  fvom^aU  ibeic.baaiiMBt  etioA,  from  tb^  flotilla,  apd  b^  d^r 
Bpa^bad.XitotAnMft  Fox,<q  tbe  W/ok>dim^»  ta  feffh  aaaap^ 
ttnd^eaUe*.  Tbii  wm  a  cenm^tm%n»  of £i^(imriag.bi8.9bja^  m 
«piy^;of  ite  etiamyi  and;.ii)'Wi|iling:lb^  r^tpfcp.  ^^f  tbaJieufi^ 
naMf  be  <l#fl  ibe.gailey  with.  bi«  pepp)e,  «ihI  A^si^ted^agaAB  %i 
itQwmg^tJs^  biM^'iGA*  Pafofe-the  r^tMri^pfLieMt^paplitF^xitJi^ 
bad,  however,  tbe  mortification  to  see  ^.bqeakp^iPtM^f^gHllr 
layxtf  iM  Q«pitaftjim>ba.  Jtl^iati  .gr^tiJ^^v^iibMitl^ft^ft^es 
chained  on  board  had  found  means  to  escape,  and  hfid  fft^fyp 
to  thtf^  naseel ;  tbat^bie  bad^afterwards  positive  proof  that  Briga- 
4ier.  -Alai(iaaa.:beiliiilin  .a  bdfeit  at  tbe  (inpy^jwith  the  prince  of 
ij^aiau^  on 'tha.  (mtmi^  pi  \^  fli)tiU#t.an4;b|M^g  aware  of  the 
iiK#ation^af)tbie  rear.adnii|aWJ9vqfe  |J»al;U|9lM»uld  not  succeed, 
and  sent  a  fSkoak  fW»|e^  tft.«&t,foq  *ft  ^pgnUdy  !•  The  three 
other  Turkish  galleys  were  at  once  run  down  and  burnt  by 
brf^^dcougjesf    Tbere  were  also,  a  tworpasted  ship  and  a  large 


snbaMibedBibicrpff^,  office?  of  the  raard,  and  da^d  at  Kinboorn,  thfi  26tb  October, 
1788,  remains  .among  Jonea'  papers.     This  officer^s  certificate  makes  no 'mention  of 
Ndia^    ttk  lLi>iy  katev/tUalW^^rSgadlel'  ASeihiDo  selif  a  chtionpif  W  ^>ikU> 
Wgatri-^ltfdlitliiyMlirittlMiraliy^  i.i.iiif.   :>iit    i  >Hr 


4BH  WAjBh  jnam. 

bMMb  TMfPdlmiwt  Mar  Fort  HattMiFgehu  ThkfimidimmM 
that  was  takea  or  destroyed  by  water^  sav^t  ifty«««ro  prioomri 
taken  by  the  rear  admiral  in  the  two  galleyB.  The  wretehed 
beings  who  were  chained  in  the  gtHey  of  the  capitaa  pacht 
perished  there  in  the  flames ! 

*^  The  prinee  marshal  having  made  an  important  dtrenMa 
on  the  land  side«  it  is  to  be  regrett^  that  advwitage  was  asl 
taken  of  this  jnoremeat  to  seise  the  lemaiader  of  the  oneny't 
flotMUu  But  oar  flotilla  never  oame  ap  wkhia  reach  of  ffrapt 
shot-" 

The  above  extraet  from  the  rear  admiralVi  Journal  is  veriied 
in  the  following  mann^ :  *<  This  extcact  has  been^ramslated  bf 
me  into  the  Russian  language,  and  read  before  the  eommaoders 
of  the  ship  Wolodimer^  Captain  of  the  soGOnd  rank  Zefoliano; 
of  the  frigate  Soorot,  Captain  of  the  second  rank  Aboljamo ;  ef 
the  frigate  Nieolai,  Captain  Lieutenant  DanUoff;  of  thefrigais 
Tabeuroe,  Lieotenant  MiAinin  $  of  the  frigate  the  Little  Alex* 
ander.  Lieutenant  Savitmky ;  and  they  have  found  BOtbiiig  in 
llMm  contrary  to  truth* 

*<  On  board  the  Wofodimer,  before  Oeei&ow,  die  aSkh  Octo- 
ber, 178& 

**  Honorary  Counsellor  of  the  Coflegerfar  for«iga 
affiiirs,  and  by  special  orders  of  hm*  Imperial 
Majesty  of  all  the  Rossias,  Secretary  to  Rear 
Aidmiral  and  Chevalier  l^ul  ioaes*'^ 

Addition  OF  the  Rear  Admiral  to  the  Prbcedino 
Journal. 

**  The  moment  the  shipe  hegoM  to  mthdraw  from  Oczakow, 
the  piince  of  Nassau  and  Brigadier  Alexiaiio  hnrried  straighl 
to  the  head  quarters  of  the  prince  marshal,  to  relate  the  things 
which  both  pretended  they  had  p^formed.  In  a  jfei^  minutes 
after  (he  flotilla  began  to  retire,  the  raia  fell  ia  torreatii,  af 
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whiek  Nasiau  and  Akxiano  reeeived  Aek  oWn  i4are  before 
reaching  head  quarters. 

^'  Two  days  afterwards,  Brigadier  Alexiano  returned  on 
board  the  Wolodimer,  having  caught  a  matignant  fever,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  8th  July.  The  prince  of  Nassau,  who  had 
made  use  of  him  in  oabalHng  against  me«-^Gk>d  knows  where- 
fiMre— nekh^  visited  him  in  his  sickness,  nor  assisted  at  his 
fitoeraL  At  first  it  was  given  out,  that  the  service  must  sustain 
the  loss  of  every  Greek  in  it,  on  account  of  his  death  ;  but  I 
soon  ezperienGed  the  reverse.  Not  one  asked  to  be  dismissed ; 
they  remained  under  my  command  with  the  Russians,  and 
were  more  eonteaied  Ihan  before.  On  the  day  preceding  the 
death  of  Aleziano,  he  had  received  intelligence  of  having  been 
pnomoted  two  grades ;  and  that  her  majesty  had  bestowed  on 
him  a  fine  estate,  and  peasants,  in  White  Russm.  At  the  same 
time  the  prince  of  Nassau  had  received  a  very  valuable  estate, 
with  three  or  four  thousand  peasuits,  abo  in  White  Russia, 
and  the  military  order  of  St.  George,  of  the  second  class.  Her 
majesty  likewise  gave  bim  liberty  to  hoist  the  flag  of  vice  admiral 
at  the  taking  of  Oczakow,  to  which  event  it  was  apparently  be- 
lieved he  woidd  greatly  contribute.  I  received  the  order  of  8t. 
Aaa^,*^  an  honour  with  which  I  am  highly  flattered,  €md  with 
which  I  could  Have  been  perfectly  satisfied,  had  others  been 
recompensed  only  in  the  same  proportion,  and  according  to  the 
nkont  of  their  s^vkes.  AU  the  officers  of  the  flotiUa  received  a 
step  of  promotion  and  the  gratuity  of  a  year's  pay.  The  greater 
part  of  them  also  obtained  the  order  of  St.  George,  of  the  last 
daas*  Only  two  of  these  officers  had  been  bred  to  the  sea ;  none  of 


*  I  find  two  letters  from  Coant  Segur  at  St.  Petersbtirgh,  written  to  Jones  in  this 
month,  (Jolj,)  of  the  14tii  and  29th,  both  in  a  highly  complimentary  view,  of  course. 
He  Bajrs  in  the  former :  "  The  empress  being  absent,  I  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  greatest 
part  of  yoor  letter  to  General  Momonoff,  who  had  it  read  to  that  princess.  She  is 
highly  satisfied  with  it,  and  in  two  Imes  from  her  hand  has  been  pleased  to  charge 
me  with  assurances  to  yon,  of  the  great  respect  in  which  she  holds  yonr  services 
Otoeral  Momonoff  begs  me  to  say;  that  he  will  endeavonr  to  merit  the  obliging  things 
yon  say  of  him." 
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the  others  had  been  engaged  in  navigattcm.  The  officers  rf the 
squadron  under  my  command  were  almoflt  wholly  maiiietf- 
ficers.  They  had  done  their  dility  well  wlieii  opposed  to  it 
enemy ;  but  they  obtained  np  promotion*  no  mark  of  dtsdocriBi 
no  pecunifiuy  gratification.  My  mortification  was  exceflore; 
hut  my  officers  at  this  time  gave  me  a  Vimrj  gratifying  proof  if 
their  attachment*  On  promising  that  I  i^ould  demand  jintitt 
for  them  from  the  prince  marshal  at  the  clospe  of  the  campaip, 
they  stifled  their  vexation^  and  made  no  complaint. 

*^  It  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  proper  place,  tks 
three  days  after  our  success  in  the  Ltiman>  Priitoe  Pctemka 
arrived  at  Kinboum,  from  whence  he  ca<ne  on  board  the  Wob- 
dimer  to  make  me  a  visit.    .He  was  accompanied  by  Genenl 
Count  de  Brandisky  of  Poland,  the  prince  de  Repuin^  the  Friaee 
de  Ligne,  General  de  Samoilow,  and  several  other  officen-  Bb 
highness  did  me  the  honour  to  remain  to  dinner;  ajaA9»it 
knew  that  an  altercation  had  taken  place  between  the  prince  of 
Nassau  and  myself  on  the  morning  of  the  18tJb  cfJuney*  heU 
the  goodness  to  employ  the  Prince  de  Ligne*  and  M.  Litikp^ 
chamberlain  to  the  king  o£  Poland,  to  pursuade  the  princes 
Nassau  to  make  me  an  apology.    I  accepted  it  witir  onetK 
pleasure.    We  embraced  in  presence  of  this  himourable  cos- 
pany,  and  I  believed  him  as  sincere  as  myseHv 

*^  The  prince  marshal  charged  me  at  this  time  to  mA^ 
arrangements  for  raising  the  cannon,  anchors,  and  other  effiecti 


*  la  Jkines'  despatch  to  Potamkin,  on  the  18th  Jane,  he  elltde*  to  tfae  Sgp^  ^ 
tween  Naaaaii  and  himself  about  despatching  all  the  flotilla  to  the  sand  bank,  oA^ 
the  pasnon  into  which  the  former  was  thrown.    This  was  certainTr  impolitic' 
the  same  despatch  he  praised  Aleziano's  services,  at  the  prince's  expense,  and  rceto* 
roended  him  to  favoor.    Bat  he  says  in  a  note,  be  was  mistaken,  in  ioterettiDgbii'''''' 
in  that  ingrate.     Potemkin  could  not  have  been  pleased  with  the  continuance  of  ■> 
altercation,  of  the  merits  of  which  he  was  probably  not  able  to  judge ;  and  sb  Mr- 
tlepage  had  already  warned  Jones,  "  he  loved  Nassau."    He  also  givei  credit  » 
Aleziano,  and  impliedly  censores  Nassau,  in  his  report  to  the  admiralty^  at  Chen» 
on  the  same  occasion.    Potemkin  du«cted  him  hot  to  write  again,  direotl/r^ 
admuralty. 
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Velongiiq;  to  tbe  enemy's  Mfs  which  had  been  burnt.  Wkh- 
otit  loes  of  time,  I  detailed  a  transport  ship  with  officers  and 
people  for  tfab  service. 

His  highness  the  prince  marshal  advanced  his  army,  which 
'  crossed  the  Bog  and  appeared  in  sight  of  us  on  the  borders  of 
^*        tlie  Liman,  on  the  27th  June,  and  on  the  next  day  the  capitan 

-  pa€2ha  weighed  andior  with  his  grand  fleet,  which  had  constantly 

-  remained  twenty  or  thirty  verstes  b^ond  Kinbourn,  and  direct- 
^  ed  bis  course  towards  the  entrance  of  the  Danube,  carrying  three 
^'  admiral's  flags,  and  followed  by  all  the  vessels  that  had  escaped 
^  us  in  the  Liman.  During  the  whole  time  that  we  were  exposed 
«:  to  having  a  serious  affair  with  Ihe  Turks,  Brigadier  Alexiano 
^  had  carefully  kept  a  Greek  felucca  of  eighteen  oars  alongside 
K  the  Wolodimer.  This  felucca  was  better  built  for  sailing  than 
?i  any  of  the  other  chaloupes  or  rowing  vessels  belonging  to  the 
tB .  whole  squadron,  so  that  he  had  at  all  times  the  means  of  saving 
yj:  himself  in  case  of  any  disastrous  event.  Even  the  prince  of 
Jj  Nausau,  since  his  retreat  on  the  6th  of  June,  was  never  seen  in 
I  j;  any  vessel  of  the  flotilla,  but  always  in  a  chaloupe,  which  had 
^:  been  buik  for  the  especial  use  of  her  imperial  majesty  on  her 
,^.  late  voyage.  For  myself,  I  took  no  such  precautions.  I  saw 
^1,.^  that  I  must  conquer  or  die.  For  me  there  was  no  retreat.  The 

instant  that  Alexiano  saw  the  troops  appear,  he  despatched  his 
^  I  felucca  to  inform  the  prince  marshal  that  it  was  he,  in  his  zeal 

for  the  service,  who  had  employed  people  to  save  the  effects  of 
the  burnt  prizes.  Nothing  could  be  less  true.  He  had  not  taken 
the  smallest  concern  in  the  matter.  But  this  shows  the  charac- 
ter of  the  man.  Next  day  I  was  informed  that  the  transport 
ship  I  had  employed  on  this  service  was  already  too  heavily 
^  laden,  and  made  a  great  deal  of  water.    As  the  wind  was  fair 

'*  for  Glauboca,  I  gave  orders  that  she  should  immediately  go 

thither  to  unload.  Some  hours  after  the  departure  of  the 
^)<  transport.  Brigadier  Alexiano  returned  from  Kinbourn,  where 

''  he  had  dined,  and  said  several  impertinent  things  to  me  on  the 

subject  of  the  transport.     He  went  afterwards  to  head  quarters 
to  complain  of  me  to  the  prince  marshal.    In  consequence  of 


m 
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this  complaint  I  received  a  letter  from  kii  brigadier  dmj4m^^ 
Cheyalier  Bibas^  which,  among  other  thing*,  mentioned  that  tk 
prince  marshal  was  ^  singularly  severe  and  crtjrict  in  all  that 
related  to  the  orders  he  gave/  I  replied,  that  I  was  not  afraid 
of  the  severity  of  the  prince  marshal,  as  I  had  done  nothing 
save  my  duty,  in  pursuance  of  his  own  orders.* 

\^  Next  day  I  paid  a  visit  to  Prince  de  Nassau.  I  supposed  I 
should  be  received  vnth  open  arms,  [a  reconciliatioii  it  will  be 
remembered  had  lately  taken  place,  as  stated  in  the  beginsiDg 
of  this  part  of  the  Journal,]  but  he  blew  out,  {me  fit  vne  9eem) 
about  the  transport,  belonging,  as  he  s^id,  to  his  flotilla*  I  had 
told  him  I  had  been  charged  with  that  necesMuy  buaneM  bf 


*  Pi6ee$  JmUficaihes.    No.  34,  i«  a  letter  fiom  Jones  of  tfak  date,  (has  VO^) 
to  Prtnee  Potemkiii,  inlbimuig  him,  among  otfier  thiagf,  tluit  he  had  girea  il  ia 
oharge  to  a  lienteoant  tp  ezecnte  the  order  referred  to  in  the  Journal.    No.  37,  oa  tfa9 
30th,  he  informed  him  of  the  order  to  onload  at  Glanboca.    No.  28,  ia  the  letter  fifon 
Bibas,  of  the  same  date  referred  to  in  the  Joomal,  and  containing  the  ofiensive  intiiBt- 
tieo.    He  says:  ''After  the  ordera  he  had  giren  on  tins  sabject  to  H«  le  BngafoH 
Chevalier  Alexiano,  his  highness  is  veiy  sorry  that  joor  aioellmicy  has  diracUdi 
change  in  what  he  had  resolyed  npon.    In  such  cases,  the  prince  marshal,  notwitk' 
standing  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  is  severely  rigid,  (d'umgraftd  rigemr,)  and  I  miko 
,  it  a  point  to  inform  yon  oHt,  sir^  that  yon  may  be  on  year  gaard  for  the  fatars.'*   Ifo* 
39,  is  Jones'  reply  on  the  ereoing  of  the  same  day. ;  in  which  be  says,  thai  as  he  kitw 
the  brigadier's  intentions  were  good,  be  took  his  letter  in  good  part ;  that  hehtdM 
knowledge  of  any  instmotions  having  been  given  to  Alexiano  by  the  prince,  and  ctr- 
tainly  no  desire  to  meddle  with  the  prizes,  the  reason  of  which,  he  need  not  ia/bnn 
Kibas  was  rhmmr  du  PtimCB  de  Noismt,    He  then  states  ki  detail  what  is  sdbrtM* 
tially  set  forth  in  the  Journal;  and  mentions  that,  On  the  preceding  day,  there  hd 
been  a  considerable  appearance  of  discontent  among  the  Rnssian  officers,  at  the  ooa 
stant  preference  given  to  the  Greeks,  and  particularly  at  the  charge  given  to  Alexisoo  f 
nephew  to  save  the  eflibcts  of  the  bomt  prizes,  when  he  had,  at  the  same  tiine,  sofs* 
mand  of  three  frigates  which  Admiral  Jones  had  statioBedbeyoBdKinboani*    "T«> 
much,"  he  adds,  "  has  been  said  on  a  matter  so  unimportant.    If  the  prince  msiw 
has  forgotten  the  order  he  gave  me,  I  can  recall  to  him  the  place  and  time,  aad  the 
words  he  made  use  of.^    He  subjoins  in  a  note  that  Pbtemkm  afterwards  toMMf- 
Littlepage,  that  he  had  oaosed  Jones  to  be  ceasured  very  mtdrnpropoM.    He  ^^ 
doded  by  saying, "  I  renounce  all  idea  of  personal  advantage  in  regard  to  thspii*^ 
Therefore  what  I  have  done  was.  purely  and  only  in  the  line  of  duty.    I  hope  to  £»« 
more  ncHe  meam^  of  advancement    I  know  but  one  manner  of  condaetiog  n/i^" ' 
attd eel  eati never dbpart  from  it, fW  ttotbbg.'* 
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the  prince  iiiat*0lAl ;  and  tbat  m  al  ike  tmmIs  of  war  luid 
transports  belonged  to  her  inperial  majesty^  and  the  transport 
in  question  was  empty  when  I  ordered  it  to  be  taken,  I  could 
not  see  that  he  had  the  least  ground  of  complaint*  He  was  mad 
with  rage ;  but  as  the  good  of  the  service  did  not  further 
require  our  combined  operations,  I  thought  his  quarrellmg  too 
puerile  to  concern  myself  about  it.*     I  took  leave  of  him,  beg- 


*  Hie  writer  of  the  life  pnblkfaed  in  EdmbsTgh  ha*  well  remarked,  that  after  this 
time  Jones  seeoM  to  haTO  abandoned  all  hope  of  conciliating  Naasan;  and  by  what 
follows  in  the  Journal,  it  will  be  teen  that  the  latter  gave  him  no  oppoftonitj*  A 
month  after  this,  he  gtcw  ftdl  vent  to  his  feelings  in  the  fbUowing  letter  addressad  to 
lUbas,  and  prabably  intended  for  the  perosal  of  Potemkin.  It  is  a  loose  0(^  of  alet* 
tw  not  in  the  engrossed  Journal. 

"  Monsieur  le  Brigadiery^^Having  been  at  Kinboom  this  afternoon,  to  concert  opera- 
tions with  the  commandant  general,  I  received  at  my  retam  here  a  kind  of  note  with« 
ont  date,  which  pwports  to  be  fkom  yon,  bvt  which  I  do  not  recognise  as  yoor  hand* 
writing.  Hiis  note  adverts  to  the  qasstionsfsalntiag  the  flag  of  the  TMse  admiral; 
b«t  I  am  not  aware  if  ttere  be  an  offioerof  this  rank  nearer  ns  than  St.  Petersbnrgh. 
I  respect  infinitely  the  aathority  and  the  chancier  of  his  highness  the  prince  marshal. 
tk>ve  good  order,  and  I  am  devoted  with  enthasiasm  to  the  wel&re  of  the  empire,  bvt 
die  &at  daty  of  a  man  is  to  respect  his  own  honoor. 

^  I  laave  no  wish  10  speak  of  myself,  bat  dreamstaaees  demand  it*  Iwaslivingia 
Ameri^M,  in  the  bosom  of  peace  and  friendship  when  his  axcellsncy,  M.  de  Simolio, 
did  me  the  honoar,  anknowa  to  myself,  to  propose  me  to  her  imperial  mijesty  andthe  « 
pfittcc  marriial  as  coomiander  m  chief  on  the  Black  Sea.  I  was  loo  mock  flittered 
by  th6  reeepUon  of  her  majestyto  stipalate  the  slightest  condition  on  entering  her  ser- 
vice. She  deigned  to  receive  me.  I  was  to  serve  only  ander  the  eommaad  of  the 
prince  manhal. 

**  I  imagined  myself  intended  Ibr  another  conmMnd  than  that  which  was  given  me  r ' 
bat  I  looked  on  the  change  as  a  flattering  proof  of  the  confidence  of  the  prince  mai^ 
thai.  Never,  probably,  did  any  commandiag  officer  ooaomence  ssrviee  ander  dtcnm- 
stanees  mote  painlbl  than  mine;  bat,  in  spite  of  the  restnints  imposed  on  me  by 
treacherous  colleagues,  in  spite  of  their  anceastng  efibrts  to  draw  me  into  error,  and 
^ir  oppontion  to  all  my  plans  for  the  good  of  the  servioe^  I  have  extricated  myself 
from  the  afiair  by  the  sacrifice  of  my  own  feelingB  and  interests.  I  wasa  trae  pbUloso- 
pher,  and  the  service  has  not  safibred.  My  finnness  and  integrity  have  soppotled  me 
against  their  detestable  pk>t  fbr  my  rain;  yet  I  have  served  as  the  cat's  paw  to  draw 
the  chesnuts  from  the  fire  Ibr  them. 

"  I  am  much  flattered  by  the  order  of  St.  Anne  granted  me  ibr  my  aeabos  services; 
hot  I  shonM  have  been  ashamed  to  receive  briKaat  rewards  for  empty  boasts.  > 

"  As  I  can  never  bring  myself  to  resolve  on  having  any  ceaaexion  with  a  man  so 
detestable  as  M.deNassan,  I  can  never  ackaowledga  him fi>r  my  sn^erior.    JThehas 
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^nig  him  to  refleet,  tluit  I  had  giren  him  Qa  etiw^  of  dUpiea 
sore.    I  did  not  wish  to  come  to  a  rupture  with  him ;  bot,  oo^ 


received  the  rank  of  vice  admiral,  I  will  say  in  the  face  of  the  universe  that  be  ii  oi- 
worthy  of  it.  It  ia  now  ten  years  ainee  he  wished  to  verve  nnder  my  oommaad.  I  km 
known  him  wiUioit  knowing  him.  (coimi^  aonf  cotmaitre.)  I  k^w  that  he  wasfodlnb, 
(bittt)  hot  I  did  not  believei  before  proving  it,  that  his  character  was  base  to  the  bot- 
tom ;  the  only  military  merit  he  possesses  is  effrontery.  The  only  thing  he  has  done, 
was  (after  the  affiurof  the  17th  Jane,)  to  snatch  the  flag  of  the  capitan  pacha  fromtk 
hands  of  the  Zaporavians,  who  had  stolen  it  a  long  time  before  he  came  up.  He  bv 
never  sho#n  either  order  or  inte^enee  in  the  flotiila.  Evdry  oomaianderef  a  boil, 
or  other  veesel,  was  hit  own  master,  and*  oondooted  tmattera  aooordmg  to  his  owi 
notiona.  Hence  it  happened,  that  with  much  good  will  for  the  aervkte,  they  bora 
down  on  the  17th  and  18th  June,  on  the  enemy*s  ▼osaris  agromd  and  heeled,  honnd 
round  them  like  a  twarm  of  bees  {  and  small  as  was  onr  leaa,  it  oannot  be  doabled 
that  a  part  of  it  was  occasioned  by  Rossian  bullets. 

"  A  smgle  galley,  in  the  handa  of  a  good  officer,  would,  in  like  drBamrtaaoee, 
soffice  to  oonqoer  a  ship  oTthe  largest  aize.  Bnt  we  ahenU  b«  juatto  dMOommander 
of  the  flotilla.  He  always  had  the  prudence  to  keep  befahid  hia  men;  and  ia  mM 
momenta  he  always  had  in  hia  iiuDiid,  and  aometimea  on  hia  li|ia,  ways  and  mesai  of 
retiring  beyond  the  batteries  of  Staaailacw.  He  well  knew  that  for  me  there  was  bo 
retreat.  In  the  aflhir  between  the  flodUaa,  on  the  7th  of  Jttne,  there  waa  sometbiag 
fike  military  combination;  but  it  ia  not  to  him  thia  ahould  be  attributed.  If  be  bsd 
been  left  to  himself,  he  would  have  been  beaten,  at  leaat,  aa  diagiuoeftdly  as  he  bi^ 
been  chased  by  the  iWka  on  the  preceding  evening.  Aa  to  the  affidr  of  the  ITib 
June,  of  the  merita  of  which  he  ao  greatly  boasts,  the  Turks  got  into  confosioatfaB 
moment  they  saw  one  sqoa^n  under  sail  and  advancing  to  attack  them.  They  bad 
set  saU,  and  the  rout  was  general  even  before  the  whole  of  onr  flotilla  hadnuMdtbair 
anchors.  The  Turkish  aquodron  had  made  no  arrangement  for  fight,  bnt  fled  ia  tbe 
greatest  disorder  and  trepidadon  at  the  very  commenceBiettt  I  had  given  orden  to 
advance  near  th^  vessel  of  the  capitan  pacha,  but  M.  Alexiano  thwarted  me,  andcaK 
anchor  without  my  orders,  at  the  moment  when  the  second  Turkish  ship  (the  ate 
ral)  waa  striking. 

''The  Turkish  flotilla  waa  mancenvred  with  more  skill  upon  theahaUowsoa  the 
right  flank  of  our  squadron,  from  whence  they  threw  bombs,  and  aunk  the  smiU  Wr 
gate,  the  Petit  Alexander.  The  commander  of  our  flotilla  had  paid  no  attentioa  t* 
my  requests  to  send  a  detachment  of  the  flotiila  to  dialodge  them.  The  Bnp^ 
Alexiano  and  Corsacoff  had  as^embbed  and  brought  ferwaid  batteries  for  this  pvp^ 
according  to  my  orders,  in  concert  with  our  frigates  on  the  right  wing.  The  affiurel 
the  18th  was  the  result  of  the  panic  of  the  evening  before,  and  of  the  batteries  ^^^ 
in  concert  with  you,  (Ribas,)  I  had  the  credit  of  establishing  at  the  point  of  Kiiih0«i>' 
A  very  small  detachment  would  have  been  sufficient  toh^ve  aecuied  the  ni»e  v**^ 
under  the  cannon  of  our  battariea,  and  out  <}f  the  reach  of  those  of  the  enemy.  ^^ 
officer,  who  had  commanded  such  an  expedition,  would  have  known  how  U>  ^' '^ 
these  nitie  veaseb,  without  iMving  etpoaed  his  people  p#Ur«Mllr««  waa  the  ctfe>  •>*^ 
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die  Ist  of  July^  seeii^^  the  day  dawn,  and  that  the  flotilla  was 
Btill  far  too  distant  to<ipake  the  necessary  attack,*  meeting  Mm 


withoat  haying  the  foUj  to  destroy  ihipt  of  which  we  9lDod  eo  much  in  need,  hj  brand- 
cooj^efl. 

"  I  could  not  leave  mj  own  command  to  be  present  at  this  affair ;  bat  I  am  told 
tiiat  flom^  who  w6re  th^re  inquired  if  M.  de  Nassau  had  not  been  at  Kinbonm  during 
dw  attack. 

"  After  all,  we  owe  onr  access  to  favourable  cirenmstances,  to  the  good  diapoeitioii, 
and  the  imposing  appearance  of  onr  squadron  in  advancing  to  the  attack  on  the  17th 
June ;  /or  the  enemy  had  taken  flight  before  the  approach  of  our  flotina,  which  was 
tardy  in  weighing  anchor,  and  got  into  oonfnsbn  firom  the  beginning  of  the  movement. 
It  haa  been  seen  meanwhile  that  M.  d^Nastto,  who  di^  nethii^  and  who  had  not  a 
single  oian  wounded  near  him,  has  been  rewarded  as  if  he  had  performed  the  most 
heroic  actions.  Marshal  Saze  said  to  his  troops, — '  I  am  not  one  of  those  — — . 
generals  who  cry  to  their  soldiers,  fall  on  !  I  say  to  you, — My  soldiers,  behold  the 
enemy,— LKT  us  fall  ozr.'  M.  de  Naisw  has  not  shown  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  of 
the  marshal.  Never  if  as  bravado  more  impudent  than  that  of  M.  de  Nassau.  To 
depart  from  truth  costs  him  nothing.  He  had  the  effrontery  to  deceive  the  prince 
marshal  (to  whom  lie  owes  the  bread  that  he  eats,)  in  saying  he  had  burnt  six  ships 
of  the  line  and  had  taken  two.  These  pretended  ships  of  the  Mae  Were  nothing  other 
tiiaa  the  niierchant  vessels  called  caraveUas.  In  tiQM  of  peaee  they  trade  between 
Constantinople  and  Egypt;  in  time  of  war  such  ships  are  armed,  but  always  badly. 
In  place  of  eight,  but  four  entered  the  Liman.  I  have  made  Lieutenant  Fox  measure 
the  wreck  of  two  carcasses  of  two  of  the  largest;  the  one  was  135  feet,  the  other  130 
feet  Engfish  measure,  entire  length  of  the  decks  on  which  were  the  principal  batteries. 
Instead  of  two,  there  was  but  one  three-masted  vessel  not  burnt.  It  is  true  they  also 
spared  a  small  brigantine  in  the  barbarous  conflagration  of  June  18th.  So  we  must 
regard  this  brigantine  as  a  ship  of  the  line  taken  by  M.  de  Nassau.  This  prize  remain- 
ed agronnd  and  has  become  a  total  wreck.  Humanity  recoils,  indignant  and  affrighted 
at  beholding  so  many  wretched  creatures  perish  in. the  flames,  without  any  necessity. 
But  there  are  some  small  marks  of  the  goodness  of  heart  and  gratitude  which  M.  de 
Nassau  is  pleased  to  show,  to  prove  himself  worthy  of  the  kindnesses  he  lately  re- 
ceived  at  Constantinople^  Now  he  is  with  the  Russians,  where  he  has  found  his 
market,  (trout6  soa  eempu,)  The  same  motives  which  induced  him  to  coma  here, 
may  lead  him  back  to  Constantinople.'' 

There  is  much  repetition  in  this  letter,  of  what  is  found  in  the  Joni:naI ;  but  it  has 
'been  inserted  entity,  because  it  proves  that  the  same  charges,  with  like  circumstan. 
tiaHty  and  more  acrimonj^  were  urged  at  the  time,  which  were  aflerwarda  delft>e»iteiy 
written  down  as  historical.  It  does  not  appear  whether  Ribas  showed  the  letter  to 
Potemldn  or  not;  but  by  the  middle  of  October,  Potemkin  communicated  to  Jones  her 
majesty's  orders  for  his  repall.  It  is  brought  in  here  out  of  date,  because  it  refen  to 
tribisactions  already  known  ta  the  reader. 

*  To  take  some  galleys  at  anchor  under  Oozakow;  sttppoeed  to  be  weakly  manned 
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itthia  drnkiipn,  I  aihrf,  *If  1»  dii B«t  tfandi  illimetobcgiA 
tbetfUHkf  'IsUof  me  you  iku  UMpwier  be  vqriieA; 'I 
have  nothing  to  say  to  you  on  tho  salyect.'  After  a  reply  so 
uncifil,  and  so  publicly  made,  it  was  impossible  I  could  haye  any 
fiurther  intercourse  with  him. 

**  On  the  18th  June,  in  giving  an  account  to  the  prince  mar- 
sh^ of  the  fate  of  the  nine  vessels  run  aground  in  coming  out 
of  the  Limauy  upon  the  shallows  opposite  the  battery  and  block 
fort  on  the  tongue  of  land  of  Kinboum,  I  took  the  Iflberty  to  pro- 
pose to  him  to  get  the  Wolodimer,  which  had  port-holes  for 
70  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  large  firigate  Alexander,  vHback 
might  have  carried  50  jneces,  completely  armed,  that  at  the 
first  opportunity  the  squadron  of  Cherson  might  jcnn  that  of 
Serastopole ;  but  his  highness  gave  no  orders  for  this  purpose 
till  the  month  of  September ;  and  the  admiralty  was  so  slow  m 
acting,  that  the  vessels  were  not  equipped  by  the  18th  October, 
when  I  was  recalled  to  St.  Petersburgh  by  an  order  from  her 
imperial  nutjesty. 

**  The  fleet  of  the  capitan  pacha  having  sailed  on  the  26di 
of  June,  had  a  rencounter  with  that  of  Sevastopole,  which  had 
eome  out  some  days  before ;  but  tbfi  Turkish  fleet  being  modi 
stronger  than  that  of  Russia,  the  latter  flat),  and  had  tlie  good 
fortune  to  get  back  to  Sevastopole  without  loss,  having  no  more 
than  six  or  seven  men  killed  and  wounded,  which  shows  that  the 
affiur  was  neith^  close  nor  warm. 

**  After  the  afiair  of  the  16th  of  June,  the  greater  part  of  our 
flotilla  remained  several  days  at  anchor  between  Kinboum  and 
the  block  fort  on  the  end  of  the  tongue  o{  land.  On  the  20tli, 
the  wind  being  strong  and  from  the  west,  a  Turkish  brigantiae, 
equipped  as  a  fire-ship  put  off  towards  Kinboum.  The  enemy 
set  fire  to  her  as  they  abandoned  her,  and  she  was  consumed. 
It  is  surprising  that  the  Russian  seamen  and  fnlots  oould  be  ao 


JoDM  had  orden  from  Potomkiii  to  ainit  fhamm,  is  mkmtmt  lij  in  Im 


jprolbuBAf  ignoMsit  retpeeliiig  the  ftnehonige,  etirrMtB,  aiid 
depth  of  the  Limaa,  and,  shave  all,  at  the  etttmnee  itfle  the 
canal,  (Fahz^waier^)  and  in  the  road  between  Ocsakow  and 
Beretfane*  At  first  not  a  single  cooiniander  in  the  fiotiUa  durst 
venture  to  cast  an  anchor. 

*' Being  at  Kinbourn  on  the  9Sth  June,  General  SuTorrof 
spoke  to  me  of  the  unpleasant  cireufnetan<»  of  not  being  able 
to  cot  off  the  coromunication  between  Ocsakow  and  BereiMine. 
Having  sounded  myself,  I  informed  him  that  this  was  qotte  as 
practicable  as  it  wa#  necessary,  and  I  would  place  the  frigates 
there  instantlyr  if  he  would  only  require  me  to  do  so*  He  did 
not  hesitate,  and  the  same  day  I  placed  three  frigate*  there. 
M.  Aieziano  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  this;  and  when  he saW 
the  frigates  set  off,  propheiBied  that  I  need  not  expect  to  see 
them  return*  He  carried  his  intrigues  so  far,  diat  the  prince 
marshy  wrote  me  a  warning  letter  on  the  89th,  and  on  the  1st 
July  a  peremptory  order  to  wkfadraw  them.*  During  the  short 
time  they  were  there  they  took  two  Turkish  armed  chaloupes 
and  a  batteau  laden  with  powder  and  shot ;  and  cut  off  the 
enemy's  comnranication  between  Oczakow  and  Beresane. 

**  The  prince  marshal  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the  cmi- 
ducst  of  the  flotilla  in  the  afiair  of  attacking  O^akow  on  the  1st 
Jul^r,  whidi  was  conducted  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  an^  at 
loo  great  a  distance.  The  most  advanced  charge  was  that  of 
the  battery  commanded  by  M.  Akmatoff,  who  was  never  less 
than  500  toises  distant  from  the  enemy.  On  the  10th  of  July, 
4he  jnrince  marshal  i^ftit  the  prince  of  Nassau  to  Sevastopole,  to 
learn  if  the  sqnfldron  had  been  much  damag^  in  the  rencoun- 
ter with  the  Turkish  fleet.  Immediately  after  the  departure 
of  the  prince  of  Nassau,  the  prince  marshal  gave  the  Chevklier 
Rlbas  the  command  of  the  flotilla,  with  orders  to  go  to  Kin- 
bourn,  to  receive  on  board  the  troops  he  destined  to  make  a 
descent  oil  the  island  of  Beresane.  At  the  same  time  he  oider- 


*  The  official  lettan  between  PoCemkiii  and  Jonee,  among  the  Pi^cee  Jnatifieativei, 
dbom  ttut  no  blame  oovld  have  been»  or  waa,  altaolied  to  him  in  thia  matter. 
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ieA  metA  eBlabUsli  ,a  Uae  of  blQ<AiMle  between  that  iilaiid.  and 
Oezak^w. .  I  statkmed  five  frigates,  carrying  twelve  pounden, 
in  the  rOad  i»r  that  purpose- 

/<  Ot)  tbe  14th|  I  was  ordered  to  inspect  the  entrance  of  the 
Liman.  I  immediately  went  to  Kinbomn  to  have  an  under- 
letaading  with  Generei  9uvprpof  and  the  Brigadier  de  Ribas. 
Tbougbthe  brigadier  bad  been  ioceesantly  ocjcopied  since  the 
departure  of  the  prince  of  Naasau  in  bringing  the  crews  ef  the 
jQptiUa  to  some  sort  of  order,  he  had  not  yet  completed  this  task, 
^e  great  .was  the  ^nfusien- that  reigned,  thM  he  could  not  find 
in  any  vessel  five  soldiers  belonging  to  the  same  company ;  and 
.theofiSicers  knew  net  .where  to  look  for  their  men.  Thisre- 
Jtarded  the  eifibarkajbion  of  the  troops  destined  for  the  deacast 
till  the  16th*  The  prince  marshal  was  so  much  displeased  with 
this  delay^  that  on  the  17th,  he  gave  ardors  to  land  the  troops, 
that  they  might  join  his  array  before  Oczakow,  and  tbat  the 
flpfjUla  should  return  in^  the  I4nmn,  as  well  ae  the  ^^e  frigates 
J  had  pasted  for  the  blockade* 

, ;  '^jEroni  the  <^mmencement  of  the  projected  expedition  against 
Bere^ene,  M.  i^bas  had  requested  me  to  conduct .  the  flotilla 
and  the  descent  of  the  troops.  Though  a  man  of  much  talent, 
he  had  not  the  misplaced  conceit,  of  some  persons  who  readily 
i^ke  upon  them  things  &r  beyond  t^eir  capacity.  I  told  hinii 
^  He  iWell  knew  I  ought  to  have  commanded  the  flotilla  as  wall 
as  tbe  si^adron,  from  the  beginning  of  the  campaigQ,  but  that 
n\f  ^gTatitade  fqr  the  gracious  reception  accorded  me  by  her 
imperii  majesty,  together  with  the  very^Hcate  state  in  whieh 
I  had  found  affairs,  had  induced  me  tq  saerifice  my  feelings, 
and  even  greatly  to  hazard  ,my  reputation,  for  the  good  of  the 
empire;  that  I  could  never  so. far  bumble  myself  as  to  requoit 
the  direction  of  the  flotilla,  but  if  the  prince  marshal  thoug)it 
proper  to  propose  it  to  me,  I  wpuld  do  my  best  to  make  the 
most  of  it  possible/ 

"  On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  the  prince  marshal  fairly  pro- 
posed to  ^ive  me  the  command  of  the  flotilla.  His  highness 
informed  me  his  intention  was  to  have  Oczakow  attacked  fit 
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soDOrtd  time.  \  I  mpUkdj'thkt  t' Was  diispdsed  to  '^Hcviie  with 
toealtriiat^ver  h^  tni^  think  proper  for  the  go6d  of  the  ser^'ic*^'; 
•bbttbat  to  attack  with  a^viintagc;  it  was  necessary  to  come  to 
tkme  quarters,  and  to  advance  in  better  order  than  oh  the  Is/t 
Jnfy*  He  wds  of  the  same  opinion,  and  requested  nie  to  Come 
ashore  neirt  day^  that  we  might  ccrncert  together  the  ^lan  o^ 
ai^tack. 

.  "  I  did  not  fttil  tb  comply  with  the  dnters  of  the  prince  mar- 
shal^ but  hiB  highness  spoke  no  more  of  the  Aotilla.  I  remaihe&l 
to  dinner  and  supper,  and  afterwards  returned  on  board  of  my 
0bip.  The  prinoe'  <»f  Nassau  harihg  returned  some  days  befbr^ 
from  Sevastopole,  had  intrigued  with  th^  Prince  de  Ligne ;  arid 
the  prince  marsbal  had 'restored'  him't6  tbe  command t>f  the 
flotilla. 

'<  On  the  18th  June,  I  had  been  ordered  to  despatch  ih&  fiVIs 
frigate  which  had  returned  into  the  Liman,  to  be  refitted-  kt 
Glauboea^  en  baMerie  fbr  sea  serVioe.  I  sent  them  off  at  day- 
break on  Ibe  19th,  having  taken  the  greater  part  of  their  crews 
for  .service  in  die  gmi^*boM8  and  bomb*vesMs  which  the  pHnd^ 
marohalppopOBed  to  place  omier  my  cbnimand.  On  the*90th,  \ 
received. -twenty-one  gun-boats,  ea^h  carrying  a  single  pie^,^ 
from  eighteen  to  thirty-two  pounders  ;  tind  five  bomb-vessels, 
each  carrying  a  mortar,  of  which  four  were  of  three  poddi^  andf 
ODOof five^oorir^*  The  mme  day  the  priil6e  marshal  ha^ng 
established  bis  head  quarters  to  the  right  of  hif^  army  upon  the 
shores  of  the  Black  Sea,  (he  had  hitherto  been  on  the  shores  of 
tke  Liman,  on  the  left  wmg,)  pointed  out  to  me  two  -of  the 
enemy's  guhiboatii,  stationed  closeby  the  fort  of  Hassan  Pacha, 
andithe  Turhisli  lines  on  the^ide  of  Beresane.  He  wad  per- 
sttlttded  that  they  would  attempt  to  oome'out  during  the  ^ighf 
WJtJi  despblches,  and -inquired  of  me  if 'it  were'  ticlt  possible  to 
captaire-them»  As  his  highn^s  appeared  to  attach  great  impor- 
taiiceio  this  service,  I  undertook  it« 


*  A  food,  otpottdf  ik  a  IttiBMan  weight,  equal  to  36  lbs.  f^glish  weight. 
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<<  I  returned  on  beard  the  Woiodimef»  fhm  ^heaom  Um^ 
in  the  ereningy  I  set  off  with  five  aimed  cbahnip69«  I  made  life 
gun-boats  fblh>w«  as  a  meaaure  of  precautioa  in  eaae  the  Tnfa 
had  attempted  to  make^a  sortie,  as  their  ehahwipea  saSed  madi 
faster  than  ours.  I  found  one  of  the  Turkish  giin4MMtta  agrooady 
hauled  up,  and  almost  dry  on  the  sands  u^oiniaag  the  battery, 
and  on  an  intrencbment  the  ^lemy  had  cast  np  on  the  water's 
edge.  It  was  impossible  to*  get  it  aiosct  under  the  terrible  fire 
which  we  sustataed  from  all  the-  lines  and  batteries  on  the  shore. 
The  other  gun-boat  lay  just  afoat,  right  agmnit  the  fert  efflas- 
san  Pacha,  to  the  south.  Lieatenant  Edwardis  boarded  tUi 
vessel,  and  cut  her  cables ;  bpt  having  heul  several  of  his  mm 
wounded,  and  being  deserted  by  one  of  the  ^aloapes,  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt,  lest  be  should  be  1^  by  the 
other  chaloupe  alee,  ^[hiring  this  time  I  had  made  some  efibrts 
to  get  the  other  Turkish  bo^t  afloat*  I  now  rowed  quid^  to 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Edwards,  but  the  night  was  dark  and 
be  was  already  out  of  «gbt,  when  I  boarded  the  veasd  m  which 
he  had  beeA«  I  had  several  men  womided  aiouad  me;  hot,  is 
defiance  of  the  enemy,  I  hauled  the  vessel  out,  and  stationed  it 
right  opponte  the  head  quarters  of  the  prince  marshal. 

''  On  the  Slst,  at  daybreak,  I  sailed  with  the  Wolodimer, 
foUowed  by  all  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  that  yet  remained 
with  me,  and. twenty-five  gu»-boats  and  borob-veos^  that  had 
been  placed  under  my  commaud.  The  dbgect  of  this  movemeat 
was  again  to  blodkade  Oczakow  by  sea,  and  to  cut  off  the  cosi- 
manicatien  between  that  place  and  Beresane^    To  aooompliift 
this  otgei^,  I  Jtationed  the  Wdodimer  and  the  Akocander  to 
blockade  the  channel  at  Ae  entrance  of  the  Liman,  aad  I  cM- 
tinued  the  same  line  of  Uoekade  into  the  road,  by  [riaeiilg  the 
smaller  vessels  there.    As  (he  bomb-vessels  aad  gun^hoats  had 
not  water  casks,  the  priaee  omrshal,  who  wished  tosisediesecraft 
opposite  his  head  quarters,  made  wells  be  dug  on  shove  fyr  the 
accommodation  of  the  crews ;  and  on  the  24th,  ordered  my  ofli* 
cer  dujem-  to  have  the  vessels  stationed  near  the  shore.  I  knew 
nothing  of  this  change,  for  I  had  placed  them  the  previous  ni^^ 
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ill  Um,  ud  fiur  encM^  (^  to  b«  ia  safisty.  On  dw  2Sth,  the 
wind  was  froia  tbe  souths  but  blew  moderately;  After  tbnner  I 
went  to  head  quarters  to  make  a  Tkrit  to  tho  prince  marshal, 
and  foand,  to  my  grei^  astonishmeDt,  that  half  tbe  boats  were 
cast  ashore,  and  the  other  half  ia  the  grealeit  danger*  I  set 
to  work  instantly,  with  my  ehaloupe,  to  haul  off,  and  bring  to 
anchor  all  the  vessels  possible ;  and  by  means  of  anebors  and 
eaUes,  for  whidi  I  seat  to  the  squpMiron,  we  saved  them  aU,  ex- 
cept six  gun*boats,  which  went  te  pieses,  and  filled  with  sand* 
On  the  26th,  the  juriaoe  marshal  wrote  me  by  Us  brigadier  dm 
jomTj  to  inform  me  that  I  wasa;t  liberty  to  place  the  boats  Ihad 
saved  where  I  pleased*  I  placed  them  near  the  toogoe  of  land 
of  Kinboura,  where  they  Ind  a  sheltered  haven,  and  also  weHs 
for  tlie  accommodation  of  the  men.  They  sastamed  no  fiuther 
injur  jr  during  the  time  th^  remained  under  my  command*  At 
this  time,  two  chaloupes  or  small  cutters  were  plaoed  under  ray 
orders,  of  whidi  eacl\  carried  two  licornes,  of  forty-eigfat  pounds 
calibre  in  the  fore  part,  and  six  fiedeonetsonthendes*  Shortly 
afterwards,  I  got  two  larger  cutters,  canqrtng  each  two  mortars 
of  five  poods. 

<'  On  the  31st  July,  the  capitan  pacha  again  madb  has 
appearanee  with  his  fleet,  fi>tlowed  by  several  vess^  wfakh  he 
had  not  when  he  went  oC  His  advanced  guard,  composed  of 
his  frigates,  hombpvessds,  and  small  criikt  cast  andbor  near 
B^resane,  whilst  his  large  squadron  of  ships  of  the  line  resuuMd 
their  dd  positici^.  The  prince  marshal  ordered  me  to  bring 
back  my  small  vessels  to  assist  ia  blockis^  up  the  passage  at 
tbe  entrance  q(  the  liiraan  y  and  tbe  prince  of  Nassau  was 
ordered  to  block  up  tbe  road  with  his  flotilla,  and  thus  cut  off 
the  communication  of  the  Turkish  small  vessels  by  the  shallows 
to  the  south,  of  Fori  Hassan  Pach9« 

[Two  versions  are  here  given,  apparently  hy  accident,  of 
the  same  circumstance.  The  latter  is  presumed  to  be  tbd 
most  correct,  and  the  former  is,  therefore,  omitted  in  this  trans- 
lation.] 


tnws  cm  one  of  tbe'gttlley^  4m»  leftviBj^  tlie  iLimatt  ;  aJid'that 
gailejF  faavhig  passed  Wilder  the  dtem  of  th^ej  W<rio)litner  on  the 
Isl  of  Augusts  be  pretetidM  <Ji«t  I  crogbt  to  sajote  bibi  a»  Ttee 
admiral.'  Isti*  When  I  hoidted  my  Hag',  to  a^oid  the  idle  rantoy 
of  eJEactiog  a  ^at?e)  I^d  il'at  night*;  and' the  Prince  de  fins- 
Btti»,  beiiig  only  a  simple  tdttnteervdid  not  offer  to  saltfte  k. 
2d,  An  officer  wiCtiout  my  orders^  cooiil^g  from^  Cheraon,  had 
salwted  the  prince  withom  my  authorifty,  bat  tbey  did  nt*  give 
Mm  a  smgie  gon' jn  t«tcf#n.  M,  Th6  ptmce  had^  receiTcd 
tike  grade  of  viee  admiral  in  ^e  service  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty. 4th,  I  had  tm  orders  from  tb^  prinee  marshlid  to  saiate 
the  Prince  de  Nasea^.  Sth,-'Phe  latter  bad  applied,  in  the  last 
war  betwe^  France  and  England,  to  serve  with  me,  and,  assti- 
redly)'  not  asmyeommander ;  for,  though -he  has  mwie  a  voy- 
age round  the  ^torld,  he  does  not  yet  understand  the  compass. 
Olfa,On  saltttiiig'ant)ffioer  of  a  superiet  grade,  it  i^  necessary 
to  goon  boaifd  bis<  flog^^hip  to  makeai  rept>rt  and  receive  orders ; 
and  I  had 'in  no^-wise  deserved  so  grave  a  puntsbnlent  as  to  be 
put  under  the  orders  of  the  Prince  de  Nassau.  Had  the  prince 
marshal  been  diisatisfied  with  my  eondilet  ^n  tliis  occasion,  he 
woiiM  have  meitftioned  it  to  me,  orissu^  an  order.  The  prince 
of  ^fas8au,  however,  has  'eudeav<iured  to  make  it  appear,  at 
e&miSsjkeudly,  that  his  difference  wit!h  me  had  no  other  foun- 
datibn,thtthiti  my  not  dioosiAg  t6  palate  his^flag.  He  lowered 
ft  two  or  thre^  days  afterwar<k.  How  trfi6uld  lire  have  done  so, 
ff  he  had  been  ^  admiral  ?•  .  r  .    i. 

•*  The  cdpitan  plachat  came  but  fr6hi  di^  to  diy,  to  sound 


*  Deeming  it  improper  to  garble  (btf  'Jonmoifih^  whol^  of  this  logic  hi  inserted. 
A  may  be  iilferfed,  that  Itfms  vrn4  mistaken  n^  to  Nawav^  repro— nfiidni  -ad  oomt ; 
and  |hat  bis  dwelUpgpn  tif is  point  indicates  4  morbid  feeiiog.  But  If^^nay  ba/ve  beas 
correct.  At  Jtll  events,  be  was  rigbt  in  not  saluting  hin| ;  nud  Nassau  was  wealc  and 
arrogant  in  claiming  that  compliment. 

t  This  old  gentleman,  for  whom  Jones  always  expresses  great  respect,  as  Irilf  tew 
been  observed,  was  worthy  of  it  from  any  generous  foe.    He  had.  returned  from 


^d  reconnoitre^  in  his  kirlaiigitsi^  wUch  imikd'iiLe  tM^  wind; 
and  a^wajs  displayed  w  admical's  flag* .  As  the  hkfck  fort  and 
bc^ttery  on  the  tongue  of  land.at  KinlXHira  were  oniy  .construct^ 
ed  9f  bags  of  ^f^i^d,  and,  were  neitber.  protsoted  l^*dkch  ner 
palisade,  I  was  afraid  that  the  capitan  pacha  might  trf  to  carry 
thftiyi  hj  a  sudden  descent,  which  he  could  have  ckone  by  land- 
ing five  hundred  men. 

^'  General  Suvorrof.had  been  dangeoousfy  wounded  hi  a 
sortie  made  by  the  garrison  ^  Oc^akow,  and  had  oone  to  Kin- 
bourn.  I  convinced  him  that  th#bloek  fort  and  battery  seemed 
to, he  iq^naped^and  ^  he  had  a  greater  quantity  of  ebevaax  de 
frize  at  Kinbourn,  tbaahe  risqutredi  I  suggested  (hat  he  should 
empk>y  ^h^  was  superfluojus  in  surroandlng  the  bk^k  fort  abd 
battery.  The  general  gave  ordeni  acoordingly,  and  I  ranged 
all  my  gun-^boats  and  hombrvesscls  hard  by  the  strip  of  sand 
between  the  block  fort  and  the  baiUery.  The  sand  served  theni 
a^  a.  parapet, ^o  that  thei^  uraaaline  of  fire  coitinuedfi^omthe 
point  quite  to  the  battery <  *  ThesBiaU  ccmft  n^re;  besides; 
alwc^TB  ready  to  cba^jige  tbeijr  position  at  dia  fiMt'morreinefit  cif 
the  enemy,  and  I  placed.. the  sqi^deoa'aa  •efdvsantanii^oii^tyt  td 
communicate  with  the  bictck  fort  and  the  battery,  wkhMt'  fiott^ 


Pgypt,.wh^  he  bad  been  engag^  in  pe^iiyiiif  theaomtiy,  dittraeied  by'.IM 
intrigues  of  the  Beys  Ibrahim  and  Amnrath.    One  of  Jenea'  biogMpbe^iiVlpp^Mli 
titmi^ted  tfielonnial  of  this  campaign,  (and  his  translation  has  been  used,  correc^mc 
■omt  slngvlteand.  very  ignorant  blunders,)  has  inferred  that  Jones  was  three-fourths 
a  Russian  before  he  left  9t  Petersbargh,  beoanse  he  was  ciril  to  the  empress;  and 
afterwards,  that  be  was  half  a  Turk,  becaose  he  did  honoor  to  the  old  Torkish.  admi 
ral's  skill  and  conrage.    finch  ctaff  is  of  a  piece  with  Tooke's  statement  in  the  Life 
of  Catharine  11.  that  in  the  affair  of  the  Idth  Jane,  "^  Prince  Nasnn  dispkyed  great 
bravery  in  this  action ;  but  the  victory  waa  chiefly  owing  to  the  talents  of  Captain 
Fanshaw,  an  English  officer,  (of  CAurae,)  frith  two  French  offioers,  Varage  and  Ver- 
bois,  and  above  all,  to  the  Dutch  Capljun  Winter."'^    Eitber  this  peiison,  who  pre- 
tended to  write  a  history  including  this  campaign,  wo  so  enlpably  ignorant  as  not  to 
know  th^t  Jones  commanded  the  sqnadroain  the  Liman,  or  he  stiH  more  culpably 
omitted  to  mention  his  name. 
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Mng  their  fire,  and  to  keep  Imtk  liie  enemy  by  a  cross  fire,  on 
their  enteria^tke  chaniid  of  the  Lintan,  that,  though  we  were 
very  weak  conpared  widi  the  Tarkish  fleet,  the  capitan  pacha 
MYer  eMier  attempted  to  make  a  descent,  or  to  force  the  pa»- 
si^ec^  the  entrance  o(  the  Liman. 

*^  The  priiice  ««fiy^y»^  having  ordered  rear  admiral  Yfoyno- 
witch  to  sail  from  Sevastopole  with  the  fleet  under  his  oom- 
ma4Ml,  aad  that  ofioer  having  raised  obstacles,  because  his  force 
was  not,  he  ^Mmoeived,  powerfiil  i|pough  to  attadi  that  uniier 
the  eommand  of  the  capilan  jAchtf,  his  highness  sent  me  a  let- 
ter, writtea  by  his  chief  secretary,  Brigadier  PopoflT,  on  the  lOth 
Ai^^,  (old  style,)  proposing  that  I  should  go  to  Sevastopole  to 
take  ooimmMid  of  the  fleet.*    It  may  be  remembered  tbat  I  was 
brought  to  JRiissia  to  oemmand  aU  the  naval  force  in  the  Bfaek 
Sea,  consequeady  this  proposition  £d  not  surprise  me.     Had 
the  pfiaoe  Juarohal  ordered  me  to  go,  I  would  have  proceeded 
immediately,  bat  I  ^i|>ould  not  have  k  appear  that  {  sought  to  be 
sent*     lst<,  Mf  natal  aignals  had  not  yet  been  transdated  into 
ihe  RiMwian  language,  as  ao  attention  had  been  given  to  my 
laqiiest  for  a  person  capable  of  transiting  diem.    2d1y,  The 
naval  mfp^$i»  ueed  in  that  fleet  ivvere  imperfect  and  v^  fimited. 
3dly,  I  was  acquainted  with  no  one  in  the  fleet,  and  I  was  aware 
that  the  prince  marshal  wished  that  it  should  come  out  the  very 
di^y  after  my  arrival  at  Sevastopde.    4thly,  That  fleet  had 
beea  compelled  to  fly  befbre  that  of  the  capitan  pacha,  at  a  time 
when  he  had  two  thousand  fewer  good  seamen.    5chl^,  The 


*  Bj  the  fi^cw  Jiuf^lfeartwi,  itappMnthaton  ^  day  Popoff  wrote  him,  thai  the 
prince  niaBihal  loeinnH  diapoeed  ta  aead  lonefl  to  Sevastopole  and  give  him  the  oom- 
mandef  the  fleet  '*  leheald  Ulsemaeha  know,"  he  said, "  what  your  excellency  thinla 
of  k,  in  Older  that,  n  eaie  hb  hifhnen  should  reweri  to  that  idea,  I  may  speak  to  him 
more  pertinent^,  ef  yonr  aeatiments  on  l!he  natter."  On  the  same  day  Jones  replied, 
ezpressinf  his  entise  deiirolion  to  theeerriee  ofthe  empress,  and  readiness  to  ohey  the 
orders  of  the  prince  marshaL  There  is  SM>fhinf  in  his  letterto  indicate  any  diainchna- 
tion  for  the  doty.  It  is  strictly  formal  and  proper,  though  it  seems  from  what  follows 
in  the  Journal,  that  he  had  objections  to  undertaking  it  immediately.  It  poppediMai 
of  Potemkin's  head,  as  U  had  popped  \yff  fliun  it,  if  we  nu^  he  |iUo]9r<^  %  iiHiDMM 
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fleet  at .  Sevastopole  was  as  weak  as  before,  but  that  of  th^ 
c^pitan  pacha  was  stronger  in  craft,  and  had  all  the  men  re-: 
placed  that  had  been  lost  in  the  affair  of  the  Liman.  6thiy,  I 
had  just  received  preparatory  orders  from  the  prince  marshal  to 
atta42k  Fort  Hassan  Pacha  f  and  I  hoped  to  show  him  the  dif- 
ference between  my  fashion  of  attack  and  that  of  the  Ist  of  July. t 
I  replied,  in  answer  to  his  letter,  that  being  entirely  devoted  to 
the^ood  of  the  state,  his  highness  would  find  me  eager  to  fulfil 
his  orders.  It  was  said,  that  some  days  afterwards  the  prince 
marshal  sent  positive  orders  to  Admiral  Woynowitch  to  come 
out,  but  that  he  always  found  reasons  for  not  dealing  farther 
with  the  capitan  pacha. 

^^  On  the  30th  August,  the  Turks  took  a  small  lodka,  freighted 
witb  water  melons,  belonging  to  the  merchants  of  Kinbourn. 
In  coming  down  the  Liman  the  people  on  board  had  been  foolish 
enough  to  pass  too  ck)se  to  Oczakow.  To  ^punish  the  ThirJcs* 
for  this,  the  prince  of  Nassau,  at  evening,  made  his  flotilla  ad* 
vance  to  assault  Oczakow !  I  sent  my  secretary  to  head  quarters, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  assembled  the  commanders  of  divisions 
of  my  gun-boats  and  bomb-vessels,  and  ordered  them  to  bring 
forward  their  divisions,  and  form  in  line  of  battle  between  the 
squadron  and  Oczakow,  ready  to  attack  the  fort  of  Hassan 
Pacha  the  moment  orders  should  arrive* 

"  Upon  the  return  of  the  capitan  pacha,  M.  Littlepage, 
chamberlain  to  the  king  of  Poland,  being  then  with  the  prince 
marshal,  had  solicited  and  obtained  leave  to  command  a  division 
of  my  gun-boats.  Night  being  come  on,  the  chiefs  of  division 
wishing  to  bring  forward  their  boats,  found  that  thirteen  of  them 
had  already  quitted  their  posts,  against  the  most  positive  orders 
to  make  no  movement  ivithout  their  commanders  of  division. 
This  movement  had  been  occasioned  by  the  rashness  of  a  Greek 

*  His  orders  on  the  IStb,  were  to  advance  with  his  gun-boats  and  bomb-ketches 
against  this  fort,  as  soon  as  the  land  batteries  began  to  play  on  the  fortress  of  Oczakow. 
The  order  u  No.  46  of  the  Piiees  Jm$t\ficative8. 

t  On  the  19th,  he  transmitted  a  plan  for  the  approbation  of  the  prince,  Pi6ce9  Jus- 
t{fUnak)e$,  47. 
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lieutenant  belonging  to  the  division  of  M.  Liitlepi^^  TIm 
boat  of  this  lieutenant  had  fired  eigiit  sfaols  i^aiBse  the  pkee, 
and  another  six,  but  none  of  the  rest  had  fired.  As  this  lieu- 
tenant was  the  most  to  blame,  I  deprived  him  of  his  command, 
and  sent  him  to  head  quarters,  which  was  required  by  the  prince 
marshal. 

"  The  prince  of  Nassau,  who  had  very  idly  wasted  a  greet 
deal  of  ammunition,  pretended  that  my  boats  had  prevented 
him  from  taking  the  whole  Turkish  flotilla  !*  Tke  Greek  lie»- 


*  Here  aeTeral  lettera  are  referred  to,  belonging  to  the  Piie$s  Juttj/iemtimt,  No,  SO 
k  dated  Septeoiber  lit^  being  a  letter  from  Rib^  to  Jonee,  infonning  him  tbat  the 
prince  mandial  did  not  know  whether  the  commandants  of  the  diTisione  which  had  ao 
foolishly  wasted  powder  in  firing  at  Oczakow  at  so  great  a  distance,  were  prosent  at 
the  time ;  and  that  he  had  simply  directed  him  (Ribas)  to  saggest  that  a  good  police 
maet  be  preserved  in  the  boats,  which  it  woaid  be  less  easy  to  keep  up  by  diouBishiag 
tl^  number  of  dinsions.    The  brigadier  adds:  "  I  have  advised  Mavro-Maichailo  to 
drink  less ;  to  be  more  subordinate,  and  to  keep  himself  quiet/'   The  postscript  statei, 
that  "  The  prince  wishes  to  know  why,  without  orders,  these  boats  have  been  uselealy 
employed  against  the  place,  wasting  a  greet  quantity  of  am«ni)H»B  really  valuable,  and 
how  much  of  it  they  expended."    Jones  says,  in  a  note :  **  The  prince  occamoned  dui 
himself,  by  allowing  subalterns  to  come  and  talk  to  him,  and  encouraging  them  in  op- 
posing their  superiors."    No.  51  is  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  from  the  rear  admiral  to 
Ribas,  m  reply,  statmg  what  is  set  fbrth  In  the  text  of  the  JFoumal.     Itie  Greek  liM* 
tenant's  name  was  Clapakis,  who,  with  the  8ab-lienlaBBiitSaBeffUcy»  were  the  oolf 
officers  who  directed  the  foolish  firing  against  Oczakow.    The  rest  of  the  letterafibnh 
details,  which  show  that  the  rear  admiral  was  blameless ;  hot  which  would  be  here 
irrelevant.    No.  53  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Littlepage,  to  the  grand  general  of  Poland, 
dated  on  the  3d,  he  says:  "  I  am  very  sorry  that  I eeidd  not  find  am  opportunity  liA 
evening  of  explaining  to  yen  the  history  of  the  30th  August,  which  seems  to  have  bees 
very  erroneously  represented  to  the  prince.    What  passed  Was,  in  a  few  words,  ai 
follows :  As  soon  as  we  saw  that  the  firing  at  night  of  the  Prince  de  Nassau  was  me* 
tained  by  the  artillery  on  shore,  the  rear  admiral  assembled  his  bommandants  of  din- 
skm,  to  receive  the  orders  and  dispositk>n  which  he  expected  on  the  part  of  the  prinee- 
But  these  orders  not  arriving,  he  despatched  a  chaloupe  to  the  land,  and  ordered  ub  to 
go  and  cause  our  respective  divisions  to  advance  and  come  to  form  line  at  anchor 
to  the  north  of  the  Wolodimer.    On  arriving  near  the  point  of  Kinbonra,  we 
saw  with  astonishment  that  thirteen  boats  had  already  left  their  posts,  against  themoit 
positive  and  repeated  orders,  not  to  make  any  movement  without  tbeilr  chieA  of^^ 
sk>n.  We  caused  the  gun-boats  and  chaloupes  which  remained  in  the  prescribed  or^ 
to  advance,  and  went  thence  to  seek  the  others,  under  the  cannon  of  the  place.   By 
midnight  we  had  found  all  but  two,  which  we  were  told  had  made  sail  to  ng^  ^ 


ieiMnt  whom  I  had  disgraoed,  instead  of  being  punished,  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  a  double  cbaloupei  mounting  two 
umbmrierSf  that  would  throw  96  [k>unds  weight  of  balk.     M. 


•quadron.  None  of  these  boatt  had  fired,  though  the  Tarkisb  bullets  bad  passed 
through  several  of  them.  We  returned  very  late  to  the  Wolodimer,  when  the  admi- 
ral told  US  to  resume  our  ancient  posts.  The  firing  had  nearly  ceased  on  all  sides,  and 
die  whid  having  become  fresh,  we  expected  every  motoent  the  ratnm  of  the  two 
aiisMng  boats,  whieh  did  not  aj^ar  until  the  morning  to  leeward.  Chalonpes  were 
sent  to  tow  them  to  their  place,  and  as  they  owned  that  one  had  fired  six  and  the 
other  eight  shots,  the  admiral  deposed  their  commanders.  The  officer,  Clapakis, 
confessing  himself  most  to  blame,  he  pardoned  the  other,  and  sent  him  ashore,  where 
the  prince  has  given  him,  it  is  said,  the  command  of  a  doable  chaloipe.  With  all  the 
snbiiussion  we  owe  to  the  prince,  this  example  is  pernicious  to  discipline.  But  what 
does  honour  to  the  presence  of  mind  of  M.  the  Prince  de  Nassau,  is  his  having  profited 
by  this  small  circumstance  to  make  a  stoiy  out  of  it,  and  ascribes  to  it  the  bad  success 
of  hb  expedition.  How  7  .Can  fourteen  shots,  fired  almost  out  of  gun-shot  distanoe, 
have  deiaaged  the  operations  of  his  line,  which  was  acting,  or  rather  ought  to  have 
been,  against  a  part  of  the  town  absolutely  opposite  ?  Truly  his  prudence  is  praise- 
worthy. I  remember  that  in  the  afiairof  July  Ist,  the  fire  of  all  his  flotilla  did  not  pre- 
vent Paul  Jones  iVom  going  in  front  with  his  chatoupe,  and  withdrawing  from  the 
flames  a  Toritish  galley,  which  was  stmok  by  several  of  our  ballets  while  he  was 
towing  her. 

"  For  the  rest,  all  this  is  too  contemptible  to  merit  attention.  For  what  has  hap- 
pened, personally  disagreeable  to  myself  in  this  Nassaurian  cabal,  I  have  little  to  say 
about  it  I  love  and  esteem  the  Prince  de  Poterokin.  If  he  sees  fit  that  I  should  re- 
tain command,  I  will  endeavour  to  acquit  myself  (or  the  best;  but!  do  not  wish  that 
the  kindness  he  may  be  disposed  to  show  to  me,  should  prove  in  the  smallest  degre^ 
prejudicial  to  his  service.  I  entreat  him  to  explain  himself  on  this  point  with  frank- 
ness. I  have  nothing  to  lose  or  gain  here ;  for  I  am  neither  engaged  in  the  war,  as  a 
necessary  man  like  Paul  Jones,  nor  as  a  meessitotts  one,  like  the  Prince  de  Nassau." 

It  will  be  seen  that  M.  Littlepage  now  stood  in  need  of  some  of  his  own  good  advice ; 
or  rather  that  he  had  found  how  impossible  it  was  to  follow  it,  from  personal  expe- 
rience. On  the  15th,  we  find  he  bad  resolved  to  withdraw  from  the  service.  His 
letter  to  the  rear  admiral  was  as  ieUows:  **  My  dear  Sir— The  resolutbn  I  have  take^ 
to  depart,  and  return  to  Wanaw,  is  not  so  precipitate  as  yoa  appear  to  think,  if  you 
will  please  to  recall  to  mind  my  test  conversations  with  you.  In  a  word,  I  found  my- 
self in  a  situation  where  I  raigfat  lose  much,  without  gainmgany  thing ;  but  I  am  net 
so  unreasonable  as  to  complam  of  Prince  Potemkin,  who  expresses  regret  at  my  de- 
parture, and  wishes  to  retain  me.  He  has  spoken  to  me  of  his  project  of  sending  yon 
<  to  attack  the  eapitan  paelia,  and  had  the  air  of  not  being  contented,  though  he  was 
singular^  struck  with  my  reasons  to  the  contrary.  I  advised  him  toiimit  hisdpemtkms 
to  the  siege  of  Oczakow,  and  to  employ  your  force  in  blocking  the  liman.  He  re- 
plied, '  the  Liman  is  sufficiently  bk>cked.*    '  In  what  way  V  1  asktd-    '  Do  y<ra  not 
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Littlepage  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  whole  aflair  it 
letter  to  the  grand  general  of  Poland. 

'*  A  few  days  after  this,  the  prince  marshal  sent  rear  adminl 
MordwinofTon  board  the  Wolodimer,  to  assemble  all  the  cap- 
tains and  master  pilots  of  the  squadron,  to  hold  a  council  ontk 
means  of  effecting  a  junction  between  the  squadron  ofChersea 
and  the  fleet  of  Sevastopole.     It  was  said  that  the  prince  mar- 
shal had  earnestly  entreated  this  olSScer  to  take  the  affiur  upon 
himself,  and  that  he  had  positively  declined  it.     I  can  m 
nothing  on  this  head;  I  only  know  that  it  was  a  delicate  atepb 
relation  to  me,  to  send  another  officer  on  board  my  ship  toboU 
a  council ;  and,  aboye  all,  without  having*  apprised  me  rite 
by  speech  or  writing.     If  I  had  been  stickling",  J  would  bare  prt 
this  officer  under  arrest,  as  he  could  show  no  authority iwr/w^ 
cedent  for  holding  a  council  where  I  commanded.    BuIm^ 
was  influenced  by  the  good  of  the  service  above  every  penooal 
consideration,  I  received  Admiral  MordwinoflT  most  amicably, 
and  after  dinner  assembled  the  officers  in  queationy  for  ooosoi- 
tation.     Many  difficulties  presented  themselves  to  their  wifl* 
against  the  proposed  junction  ^ut  as  it  was  known  that  the  pnntt 
marshal  was  determined  on  the  measure,  it  was  t^eedthati     | 
could  not  be  efiected  but  at  Hagdge-bay,  upon  the  coast,  betweea     ^ 
Beresane  and  the  Danube,  at  the  distance  of  6fty  verstes*  (M 
the  point  of  Kinbourn.     I  raised  no  obstacle.     I  only  ohaervea, 
that  since  it  was  pressingly  necessary  to  beat  the  advanced 


vee  our  batteries  7'  wm  the  reply.  '  Yes/  said  I,  *  bat  I  also  see  Che  distance  betweei 
them.  What  eflbct  caa  yon  expect  from  them,  in  a  dark  night,  with  a  strsng  ^f^ 
frotnthesear  He  bit  his  nails,  and  told  me  he  understood  the  Turks  bettsrtinBi 
did.  So  ended  our  conversation  on  this  topic.  As  to  my  own  affaiis,  I  can  ester  lO" 
no  other  explanation,  than  that  I  was  badly  inlbrmed  on  the  subject  whidi  fcroogfttai* 
ashore  ;  but  I  have  made  other  discoveries.  Adieu,  my  dear  admiral,  take  care « 
yourself,  and  be  cautious  in  whom  you  trust.  Remember  you  have  to  wrtiio  Afl»« 
political  as  weU  as  a  militaiy  character ;  and  that  your  part  is  now  rather  that  of  * 
courtier  than  a  soldier."  Jones  says  in  a  note :  *'  I  never  was  aw4e  ^  P^*^ 
part." 
*  A  venrte  is  equal  to  3500  Ettf^hleet. 
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gaard  of  the  enemy  before  we  oou! d  efeet  the  iNropooed  juno' 

tion,  it  was  incHspenBable  to  station  the  squadron  preyiously  io 

tbe  road  of  Octakow,  and  to  sail  from  thence  with  the  Wind 

frt>in  N.  to  N.N.W.  to  aroid  being  attacked  on  the  way  by  tbe 

grand  fleet  of  the  Turks,  and  to  keep  it  to  the  leeward  till  the 

junction  was  effected.     It  was  only  a  few  days  previoudy  that 

preparations  had  been  begun  to  complete  the  armament  of  the 

Wolodimer  and  Alexander. 

**  During  this  time  her  imperial  mqesty  had  sent  twenty- 

fbfiT  swords  of  massive  gold,  to  head  quarters,  to  be  dktributed 

among  the  ofllcers  on  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Liman*   The 

prince  marshal  himself  received  a  gold  sword,  enrtfldied  with 

diamonds  and  emeralds ;  and  the  prince  of  Nassau  recdved  one 

ornamented  with  a  row  of  diamonds.    There  were  a  number  of 

silver  medals  sent  at  the  same  time  to  be  distributed  among  the 

soldiers  and  seamen.  The  swords  had  not  yet  been  distributed, 

but  the  medals  were  all  given  to  the  men  of  the  flotiUa,  and  not 

a  soKtary  one  to  the  squadron.     It  is  usual  to  give  subalterns 

tbe  more  merit  the  more  they  are  exposed  to  personal  dangec. 

Tbe  crews  of  the  squadron  had  often  towed  the  flotiUar  totally 

uncovered,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  whilst  the 

people  of  the  flotilla  were  screened  I^  parapets  made  of  bags  of 

wool,  by  which  the  ressels  were  surroiuided. 

*'  On  the  18th  September,  I  received  a  secret  order  from  the 
prince  marshal  to  attack  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy, 
anchored  under  Beresane.*  His  highness  proposed  to  make 
the  attack  with  the  five  frigates  which  had  been  sent  to  Glau- 
boea  to  be  mounted  as  batteries ;  and  these  frigates  were  to  be 
supported  by  the  other  ressels  of  the  squadron,  excepting  the 
Wolodimer  and  the  Alexander,  the  arming  of  which  went  on 
very  slowly  on  account  of  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  admi- 
ralty. Two  of  the  frigates,  the  Scoroi  and  the  Boristhenes, 
had  already  rejoined  the  squadron.     Before  the  equipments  of 
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those  IHgates  were  akeared,  tbey.  carried  more  guiM  than  are 
ever  pot,  either  bj  the  Fr^ich  or  English,  into  dttps  of  the  sane 
kind.  The  Scoroi,  for  example,  carried  40  guns,  and  in  Eng- 
land they  woidd  not  have  put  more  than  3S  into  her.  Sbe 
now  carried  16  thirty-six  pounders,  and  4  Ucornes,  eighteen 
pounders. 

"  They  called  her  *  a  sea*battery.'     The  amoimt  of  her  car 
libre  now,  compared  with  what  it  was  before,  bad  the  adyantag« 
of  648  pounds  over  452 ;  but  to  gain  this  they  had  been  obliged 
to  open  her  port^holes  en  edtiqukr^  because  ther«  was  not  room 
enough  for  recefl,  to  place  the  guns  on  each  side  opposite;  and 
Ua  the  same  reason  they  were  obliged  after  iU  to  shift  the 
guns  firom  their  places,  and  make  a  sort  of  platform  for  the 
purpose  on  the  side  of  the  ship.     And  so   with  the  others. 
When  it  was  resolved  to  mount  thirty-eoxes  on  the  five  frigates, 
it  must  be  supposed  that  the  fact  had  not  been  adverted  to,  that 
they  had  no  bullets  of  that  size,  and  that  they  would  be  obliged 
to  use   24  pound  shot.     To  remedy  this,  recourse  was  bid  to 
means  enturely  novel.  Tht?  twenty-four  pound  bullets  were  dipped 
in  pitch  to  make  them  fill  op  the  bore  of  the  thbrty^ixes.    The 
use  of  these  pitched  bullets  teems  dangerous  for  those  who  work 
the  guns ;  for  if  the  smallest  particle  of  the  combustible  material 
remains  in  the  piece,  it  must  set  fire  to  the  next  cartridge ;  anda 
single  such  accident  wouM  damp  the  courage  of  the  most  resolute 
men.     But,  putting  aside  all  these  and  many  other  inconve- 
niences, the  only  advantage  gained  by  using  the  twenty-four  pound 
bullets  for  the  thirty-six  pound  guns  on  board  the  Scol^  wouU 
be  reduced  to  the  difference  between  456,  the  actual  calibre,  and 
452,  the  former.     By  experience  it  has  been  ascertained  in  the 
French  marine,  that  two  shots  can  be  fired  from  aa  eighteen 
pounder  for  one  from  athirty-^six,  if  both  pieces  are  worked 
with  equal  convenience.     By  this  account  it  may  be  judged) 
whether  the  change  in  the  armament  of  these  firigates  waa  a 
good  or  bad  operation.     Without  presuming  to  decide  the 
question,  I  will  only  say  that,  in  my  opinion^  eighteen  pounders 
are  the  largest  and  best  for*A*]gates.     I  think  that  guns  of  a 
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lounger  oaKbre  are  worked  too  idowlyv  (oit  veteels  vrMdi  ht^  bttt 
«Mie  batterer,  and  cannot  keep  up  that  rcdfing  fire  so  tteces«ary  in 
QUtacking  Turks. 

**  The  fire  frigates,  of  which  I  have  perhaps  spoken  too 
mudT)  appeared  to  me  very  fit  to  place  bettmid  a  stoccado,  or 
bar*  But  I  never  wookl  make  choice  of  ships  of  this  Und  for 
the  sea  serrice.  The  first  broadside  is  all  dmt  is  to  be  feared 
fkt>in  them* 

**  I  replied  in  writing  to  the  proportion  of  the  prince  marshal 

far  attacking  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Turks  near  Beresane, 

«nd  afterwards  had  a  plan  of  attack  drawn  ottt  for  hk  inspeo- 

tion.     He  was  much  pleased  with  it.    As  it  was  necessary  to 

take  advantage  of  a  northerly  wind  to  effect  the  enterprise,  I 

proposed  to  the  prince  marshcd  to  place  the  frigates  in  the  road 

as  soon  as  they  arrived  from  Glauboca,  to  preserve,  while  wuilt- 

ing  the  jatiack  of  the  line,  a  permanent  blockade  between 

Ocsakow  and  the  enemy  outside.    His  highness  said  it  was 

not  yet  time  for  this,  and  ordered  me  to  place  them  in  a  Kne 

with  the  other  vessels  of  mj  squadron,  so  as  to  make  a  display 

in  the  channel  of  the  Liman. 

**  In  the  end  of  the  month,  the  Turkish  fleet  set  sail  in  the 
night,  Mlowed  by  aU  the  vessels  that  had  lain  under  Beresane ; 
and  we  saw  it  at  a  great  distance  the  next  morning.  The 
capitan  pacha  returned  in  about  thirty-six  hours,  and  resumed 
the  position  he  had  left.  The  only  difference  was,  that  he 
brought  in  some  additional  small  vessels,  and  that  he  consider- 
ably reinforced  his  advanced  guard  under  Beresane.  As  our 
flotiHa,  which  ought  to  have  blockaded  the  road,  and  cut  off  the 
cemtnunication  with  the  small  vessels  on  that  side,  were  only 
there  occasionally,  as  if  by  caprice,  it  was  quite  natural  for  the 
Turks  to  profit  by  its  absence,  and  go  014  and  in  when  they 
found  the  way  clear. 

"  The  flotOla  being  to  leeward,  between  my  squadron  and 
Kinbourn,  on  the  8th  October,  the  capitan  pacha  sent  off  in  the 
evening  three  vessels  of  his  advanced  guard,  which  entered 
Oczakow  unmolested,  by  an  open  passage.    Our  flotilla  made 
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no  moYemeiif;.  I  made  an  attempt  to  lOtMreept  the  eoamjfs 
|»*ogres8  witk  nay  giu^boats,*  wjuck  J  caused  to  be. hauled  to 
windward  bgr  the  ships'  boats  of  the  squadron.  But  the  wind 
being  high,  they  could  not  bring  them  to  attack.  Our  batteries 
neareat  to  Oezakow  fired  on  the  three  Turkish  vessels,  but 
without  being  able  to  ariest  their  progress.  It  was  now  dark ; 
and,  moreover,  the  distance  between  these  batteries  and  the 
block  fort  9n  the  side  of  Kinboum,  being  seven  verges,  the 
land  batteries  never  could  have  prevented  either  the  entrance 
or  eiit  of  small  vessels.  To  command  the  entrance  of  the 
Liman,  I  thi^k  it  is  requisite  to  estaUish  a  fort,  with  two  bat- 
teries, one  over  the  other  on  the  shallows  which  run  out  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  point  of  sand  off  Kinboum,  towards 
Jifter^sanei  and  which  would  command  even  the  entrance  ^  the 
read  of  Oezakow. 

^  One  of  the  Turkish  ships  had  the  folly  to  cast  anchor  in  the 
4^owB  of  Fort  Hassan  Pacha;  and  at  daybreak  on  the  Otb, 
being  within  shot  of  our  most  advanced  land  battery,  was  struck 
between  wind  and  water,  and  sunk ;  the  other  two  vessels  got 
in  without  difficulty. 

**  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  on  the  18lfa  of  August,  I 
received  a  preparatory  order  for  attacking  the  fortress  of  Has- 
san Pacha  with  my  bomb-vessels,  and  the  chaloupes  armed  with 
licornes  and  mortars.  I  expected  from  day  to  day  an  order  hr 
action,  and  had  in  consequence  bestowed  much  pains  in  training 
my  men  to  the  nei^essary  evolutions ;  but  the  final  orders  never 
arrived. 

**  The  prince  of  Nassau  having  caballed  against  my  plan  of 
.  attack,  it  was  set  aside;  and  by  a  new  arrangement,  which  I 
-  was  commanded  to  form  with  Greneral  MuUer,  conmiander  ia 


*  PUtm  Ju9ti/UaHv9S,  No.  50,  ii  a  letter  from  Potemkin,  demanding  why  tlvee  vee- 
selt  were  allowed  to  pass  tuimolested  by  the  fleet.  No.  60,  is  an  eiplanatbn  in  repl/, 
by  Jones,  to  the  same  eiSeet  as  is  stated  in  the  Joamal ;  adding,  that  without  a  blockade 
oonstantiy  kept  up,  the  Tnriu  could  always,  under  like  cirdimstances,  eliter  witb  their 
small  yesselft 
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chief  of  artiUery,  I  was  c^stined  to  aisaok  the  intrenchliMBt, 
and  the  Turkish  batterieg  on  the  shore  of  the  roa4- 

^*  On  the  9th  of  October,  the  flotilla  advanced  from  the  shores 
of  Kinbourn,  and  attacked  Oczakow ;  but  this  attack  was  con- 
ducted and  ended  in  the  very  same  manner  as  that  of  the  80th 
August,  save  that  a  small  vessel  of  the  Turkish  flotUla  was 
stranded,  which  lay  farther  out  than  any  of  the  others,  on  the 
shallows  this  side  of  Fort  Hassan  Pacha. 

^'  On  the  10th  of  October,  I  received  another  preparatory 
order ;  and  soon  afterwards  was  ordered  to  give  up  all  the  boats 
to  the  flotilla.*  Towards  evening  I  went  to  -head  quarters  to 
take  particular  orders  in  relation  to  these  boats.  The  pridee 
marshal  told  me  he  had  the  strongest  desire  to  pitch  overboard 
a  la7ge  piece  of  artillery  placed  on  the  fore-part  of  the  vessel  of 
the  Turkish  flotilla  that  stood  farthest  out,  and  which  had  run 
aground.  I  imagined  at  the  time  that  there  was  no  other  vessel 
run  aground  save  the  one  in  the  road,  which  was  at  the  distance 
of  a  verste  from  the  fortress  of  Hassan  Pacha;  so  I  said  the' 
the  thing  was  quite  easy ;  for  akhough  the  Turks  should  come 
up  in  foi?e  to  defend  the  vessel,  there  would  idways  be  time  to 
spike  the  jMece  of  cannon.  It  was  night  when  I  undertook  this 
little  enterprise.  I  did  not  imagine  the  prince  marshal  attached 
so  much  importance  to  it  as  to  wish  that  I  should  conduct  it  in 
person.  I  confided  it  to  Lieutenant  Edwards,  a  brave  and  an 
intelligent  man,  whom  I  wished  to  reward  for  past  services. 
1st,  On  the  1st  of  July,  he  had  followed  me  throughout,  and  was 
a  long  time  with  me  in  the  galley  of  the  capitan  pacha.  3dly, 
He  had  followed  me  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  July,  and  had 
hoarded,  and  cut  the  cable  of  the  vessel  which  I  took  opposite 
the  fortress  of  Hassan  Pacha«  3dly,  He  had  assisted  me  some 
days  afterwards,  when,  by  orders  of  the  prince  marshal,  we  made 
trial  of  bombarding  the  fort  from  one  of  the  bomb-vessels ;  from 


*i>i<«ff  Jnfti^ScaMMf,  Nof.61,63.  The  orders  are  dated  on  the  9th.  Tbelatter 
directed  all  the  gnn-boati  to  be  delivered  to  the  flotilla;  atatiBf  that  double  ofaakrapea 
mere  proper  dor  the  tea,  wovld  be  aabalitated. 

56  ^    '      . 
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whidi  service  we  had  some  difficulty  in  withdrawing,  as  the 
wind  which»  rising  at  tfie  ni(nnent,^kept  us  for  a  long  lAife 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  musketry,  which  wounded  Mttie 
of  our  men. 

"  Mr.  Edwards  returned  before  daybreak,  without  baviflg 
succeeded.  He  said  there  Were  a  great  many  men  in  the  ship, 
who  fired  on-  him,  and  that  he  durst  not  board  her,  he  was  m 
ill  supported.  I  was  so  vexed  that  he  had  failed,  that  in  my 
report  to  the  prince  marshal,  I  said,  that  I  would  conduct  the 
enterprise  mjrself  next  night,  if  thai  would  satisfy  him.  The 
prince  marshal  held  me  at  my  word ;  but  it  was  eleven  at  night 
when  Mr.  Edwards  returned  with  the  order.  The  wind,  which 
was  high,  was  quite  against  me,  as  well  as.  a  strong  tide ;  and  I 
would  have  deferred  the  attempt,  if  I  had  iK)t  conceifed  my 
honour  pledged.  I  was  led  to  hope,  that  after  midnight  the 
wind  might  fall,  and  the  strength  of  the  tide  lessen,  if  it  did  not 
Yshange.  The  night  was  very  dark,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents. 
'  I  waited  till  two  o'clock,  when  the  moon  rose.  I  had  with  mc 
five  armed  canoes,  and  I  calculated  on  being  followed  by  four 
hMecmx  Zaparaviam,  and  by  one  of  the  armed  vessels  I  hai 
taken  from  the  Turks ;  but  it  wasimpossible  to  tow  them  against 
wind  and  tide,  and  I  was  compelled  to  go  on  as  I  best  eonlQ) 
with  only  my  five  canoes.  I  have  noticed  that  our  flotilla  had 
run  aground  a  small  Turkish  vessel  in  the  shallows  of  the  for- 
tress of  hussan  Pacha,  but  I  did  not  perceive  this  till  the  llth» 
after  I  had  despatched  Mr.  Edwards  to  head  quarters,  because 
the  vessel  lay  so  near  the  fortress,  where  the  water  is  of  little 
depth,  that  it  had  only  sunk  a  foot  or  fifteen  inches,  and  conse- 
quently appeared  as  if  still  afloat.  As  the  prince  marshal  hm 
only  spoken  to  me  of  the  farthest  out  of  the  Turkish  flotilla*  1 
began  to  think  he  meant  to  designate  the  one  nearest  the  fortress* 
in  which  idea  I  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  at  his  return 
from  head  qnarters,  telling  me  he  had  heard  ashore  that  tnc 
vessel  run  doWn  in  the  road  had  been  visited,  but  that  notlHflg 
had  been  found  there.  I  rowed  for  the  vessel  necu-est  tFie  wr- 
tress)  which  carried,  like  most  of  the  others  alongsidOi  a  l^^ 


PAUI«  JOKES.  4^1 

cannon  in  her  bow ;  but,  after  having  fatigued  my  rowers,  I 
was  vexed  to  see  daylight  appear,  whilst  I  had  still  more  than 
a  verste  to  go  before  I  could  reach  the  vessel.  I  returned  on 
board  my  own  ship,  to  prevent  a  useless  alarm,  being  persuaded 
I  should  succeed  next  night.  Without  waiting  to  receive  mf 
report,  the  prince  marshal  sent  me  orders  '  to  abandon  the  en- 
terprise, for  he  had  intrusted  it  to  other  ships.'*  There  was 
fine  weather  on  the  night  between  the  12th  and  13th,  but  the 
*•  other  ships'  did  nothing  ;  and  the  Turks  availed  themselves 
of  an  open  way  to  bring  out  all  their  flotilla,  which  rejoined 
the  ships  of  the  advanced  guard  under  Beresane. 

^^Some  days  afterwards,  a  colonel  of  Cossacks  boarded  the 
vessel  run  down  in  the  road,  and  set  fire  to  it,  by  leaving  in  it 
lighted  brandcougles,  for  which  he  received  public  thanks. 

^'  On  the  13th,  the  prince  marshal  wished  to  establish  a  per- 
manent line  of  blockade  in  the  road,  by  placing  my  frigates 
there,  and  some  other  small  vessels.  He  wrote  me  a  letter  on 
this  subject,  on  that  day,  which  contained  things  that  strongly 
affected  me,  and  to  which  I  replied  next  day,  with  perhaps 
too  much  freedom  and  warmth.t     This  occasioned  an  inter- 


*  Such  is  the  phraseology  of  the  laconic  order.  PiSces  Jmstificathei,  No.  65. 

t  The  following  is  the  order  of  Potemldn  referred  to,  being  No.  66  of  the  PUces 
Jutiificaiives, 

**  Order  to  Rear  Admiral  Chevalier  Paul  Jones. 

**  As  it  is  seen  that  the  capitan  pacha  comes  in  his  kirlangitch  from  the  grand  fleet  to 
the  smaller  vessels,  and  as  before  quitting  this  he  may  resolve  to  attempt  something,  I 
request  your  excellency,  the  capitan  pacha  having  actually  a  greater  number  of  ves- 
sels, to  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  receive  him  courageously,  and  drive  him  back. 
I  require  that  this  be  done  without  loss  of  time ;  if  not,  you  will  be  made  answerable 
for  every  neglect.    I  have  already  ordered  the  flotilla  to  approach. 

"Princk  PoTKBCKiir  Tauricikn. 
•'  Idth  October,  1788." 

To  this  order  Jones  has  affixed  the  following  note :— '<  A  warrior  is  always  ready, 
and  I  had  not  come  there  an  apprentice.** 

The  following  was  the  reply  of  Jones. 
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change  of  letters  between  his  h^hness  and  mjrsetf,  whidi  was 
only  terminated  on  the  18th,  by  the  arriral  of  admiral  Uordwi- 
noff,  to  take  command  of  the  squadron  and  the  flotilla;  for  the 


•*  fModimer,  h^fan  Oemkmo, 
Octtiher,  14, 1788. 

<*  MoirSKlGlf  XUR, 

"I  Iwre  tht  honov  to  trnmnit  to  yovr  higimeas  a  plan  of  the  poatioii  in  wliidi  I 
plaeed  the  iqiiadron  under  my  oonunand  this  morning,  in  oonSNinity  to  jov  ot- 
den  of  yesterday.  During  the  time  I  was  charged  with  the  blockade  of  the  raad 
of  Oczakow  and  the  passage  of  the  Uman,  all  oommonication  between  the  place  and 
the  enemy  outside  was  enth«Iy  cut  off.  Bat  when  the  flotilla  of  the  ciq>itan  pacha 
was  on  its  retam,  year  highness  thoagbt  that  my  smsjl  vessels  were  too  nracfa  expo- 
sod  in  the  road,  and  ordered  me  to  h^ve  them  broaght  in  to  aid  me  in  >*M^fc-M»g  the 
passage  of  the  Lunan.  That  passage  has  been  so  well  blocked  hitherto,  that  Che  eapt- 
tan  pacha,  notwithstanding  his  great  soperiorf ty,  has  never  dared  to  attempt  fbremg  it. 
Bnt  siaoe  his  arrival,  I  hold  myseU*in  no-wise  responsible  for  the  entry  and  exit  of  the 
enemy  by  the  road.  [He  says  in  a  note : '  The  flotilla  under  the  Prince  de  Naasaa's 
orden  was  charged  with  catting  off  the  communication  of  the  small  vessels  of  te 
enemy  through  the  road.  It  had  suffered  the  Turkish  flotilla  to  eoc^>e.'3  I  have 
always  eonfbrmed  myself  immediately,  withoat  mormoring,  and  most  exactly,  l»  the 
commands  of  your  highness;  and  on  occasions  when  yoa  have  deigned  to  leave  any 
thing  to  my  own  diacretbn,  I  have  been  exceedingly  flattered,  ttid  believe  yoa  have 
had  no  occasion  to  repent.  At  present,  in  case  the  capitan  pacha  does  resolve  cm 
attempting  any  thing  before  his  departure,  I  can  give  assurance  beforehand,  that  the 
brave  officers  and  crews  I  have  the  honour  to  command  will  do  their  duty  '  courageooa- 
ly,'  thongh  they  have  not  yet  been  rewarded  for  the  important  services  they  have 
already  performed  for  the  empire  under  my  eyes.  I  answer  with  my  honour,  to  ex- 
plain myself  fiuriy  on  this  delicate  point  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  In  the  mean- 
while, I  may  merely  say,  that  it  is  upon  the  sacred  promise  I  have  given  them  of  de- 
manding justice  from  your  highness  in  their  behalf,  that  they  have  consented  to  stifle 
their  grievances  and  keep  silent." 

He  added,  that  as  he  was  made  responsible  for  **  negligence,"  his  du^  demanded 
that  he  sbodd  redaimthe  oflicers,  gunners,  and  seamen  of  the  twenty  gun-boata  and 
bomb-vessels  which  were  no  k>nger  under  his  orders,  which  were  eesentially  wanted 
on  board  the  frigates  in  the  road.  The  soldiers  attached  to  them  belonging  to  the 
land  forces  might,  he  said,  be  replaced  by  other  troops.  Potemkin's  oider  on  the  same 
day,  was  as  follows:  "  As  you  are  at  present  in  want  of  seamen,  and  in  refeieaoe  to 
the  d^fiadtg  represented,  that  your  squadron  cannot  be  kept  in  iu  present  position,  I 
direct  your  excellency  to  re-statran  it  in  its  first  place,  until  the  people  on  board  the 
gun-boats  shall  be  restored  to  you."  Jones  wrote  on  the  next  day,  in  these  terras : 
''  On  reading  over  the  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  highness,  I  do  net 
find  that  I  represented  the  squadron  under  my  orders  as  being  unable  to  retain  its  pra- 
sent  ponlion.  I  meant  only  to  state  that  the  crews  of  the  frigates  and  some  of  the  other 
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fMinoe  of  Nowiu  had  tet  dT  for  Warsaw  some  days  after  bis 
affair  of  the  9Ui,  with  whieh  the  prince  marriud  had  been  mudi 
dissatisfied.    I  at  dM  same  time  reeeired  orders  from  her  im- 


bottta  witb  whieh  I  hav«  farmed  the  Itae  of  blockade,  ant  too  weak  to  make  the  neoee- 
wmrj  defence  in  caae  of  attack.    You  will  percetre  thk  as  wdl  as  I  do,  bj  the  partica- 
lars  attbjoiBed.    The  wind  seems  to  me  too  strong  to  make  the  boats  retam  this  mom- 
iag.     It  wiD  be  difficalt,  probably  impracticable,  for  them  to  doable  the  saad  bank,  in 
tbair  route  to  the  north  of  the  channel,    I  leave  it  in  theb  discietkm  to  return  if  they 
«nii ;  bnl  it  is  m  order  to  ofrqr,  and  not  with  any  re^poe  to  my  di/kuUm,    I  do  not 
vecoUect  haring  yet  made  any.    I  will  even  take  the  Uberty  of  saying,  with  sabmis- 
aion,  that,  to  make  these  boats  retam,  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  good  effect  lor 
vs  in  the  mind  of  the  enemy;  and  if  the  flotilla  goes  away  every  time  the  wind  begins 
to  blow,  experience  has  taught  as  that  the  Tories  will  not  fafl  to  profit  by  the  way 
being  open,  to  make  their  soudl  vessels  pass  throogh  the  road."    The  order  of  this 
day,  (the  Ifith,)  with  the  comments  of  Jones,  b  as  follows :  **  Yoor  ezcelleney  finds 
the  present  line  of  yoor  sqoadron  weak  for  defence ;  it  is,  in  conseqnenoe,  nseless.  [I 
did  not  say  that]  Besides  the  number  of  the  crews,  which  is  deficient,  cannot  conve- 
niently be  repku^ed  on  board  of  vessels  in  that  position.  [I  only  asked  leave  to  try  it] 
I  see  no  difficulties  to  prevent  your  occupying  the  first  disposition;  it  may  be  done 
fi>rthwith ;  and  if  I  believed  [I  believed  so,  strongly,  myself,]  tfiat  the  movement  would 
produce  a  bad  effect  in  the  mind  of  the  enemy,  I  would  not  do  it    The  position  jim 
occapied  impedes  the  fire  of  our  land  batteries."    [Only  of  one  small  battery,  roost 
advanced  toward  Ocsakow  and  newly  built]  The  next  day  Jones  wrote  that  he  had 
given  the  desired  orders  for  the  retam  of  the  frigates  and  boate,  but  a  hard  gale  had 
provenled  it ;  and  repeated  that  the  eomplement  of  their  crews  might  be  put  on  board 
in  their  existing  situation,  and  that  the  rotam  would  have  a  bad  effect,  &c.    "  Every 
maa  who  thinks,"  he  said,  **  is  master  of  his  own  opinion;  and  this  is  mine."    He 
suggested  that  theymightbe  reinforced  by  soldiers;  in  consequence  of  whieh  an  order 
to  that  effect  was  given  next  day,  with  peremptory  directions  fi>r  a  change  in  the  posi- 
tkm  of  the  line.    This  order  concluded  with  a  repetitton  of  the  phrase  which  had 
ibeidy  given  such  eflfence.    '*  Should  the  enemy  attempt  to  pass  to  Ocsakow,"  the 
priaes  wrote,  **  prevent  him  by  every  meaas,  and  defend  yourself  osnrs^Bsaafjf."  The 
annotation  of  Jones  is:  **  It  will  be  bard  to  believe  that  Prince  Potemkin  addressed 
sach  words  to  Paul  Jones."    On  the  same  day,  he  inlbrmed  the  prince  that  he  had 
tikea  loundings  in  ^  road  of  Ocsakow  m  the  morning,  and  thought  the  line  of  block* 
ade  miflit  be  formed  in  the  manner  he  reqaested,  so  as  not  to  impede  the  fire  of  the 
bitteriei  on  each  side.    His  next  letter  is  dated  on  the  18th,  and  is  of  some  length. 
He  begins  by  explaining  the  aftir  of  the  Turkish  vesAl  which  was  aground,  and  in 
relation  tovi^ich  he  had  miffapprohended  the  wishes  of  the  prince.  He  seems  to  have 
fwpected  that  his  gallantry  had  been  impeached,  and  that  his  non-aacoess  in  this  small 
matter  had  been  the  leading  canoe  of  discontent    He  bad,  however,  made  fall  and 
Mtirfieloiy  explanations  before.    He  proceeded  to  say:  "Inowfoelthat /tMW  nsein 
mgflm,    I  leave  to  your  highness,  as  yon  have  a  noble  heart  aadmagnuiimoaasotl. 
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perial  majesty  to  go  to  St.  Petersburgh  to  be  employed  in  the 
North  Sea.  Sweden  had  <foclared  war  against  Russia  at  tlie 
commencement  of  the  campaign^  and  Admiral  Greig»  who  had 


to  jvdge  whetlier  I  ought  not  to  have  been  offended  at  your  sadden  ord^  of  the  neit 
morning,  (the  12th,)  before  yon  iiad  heard  any  reasons  I  had  to  offer.  By  that  order, 
1  was  directed  '  to  abandon  the  enterprise,  becaase  yon  had  intmsted  it  to  other  ires- 
eels.'  Had  not  that  otder  been  given,  the  Tarkish  flotilla  wonld  not  have  been  abfe 
to  escape  on  the  night  between  the  12th  and  13th,  for  I  should  have  been  there  agaia. 
Your  highness  will  judge,  how^^ofiicer,  who  fears  nothing  and  had  nothing  wheie- 
with  to  reproach  himself,  must  nave  been  affected  by  your  order  of  the  13th.  I  was 
directed  to  keep  myself  in  readiness  to  /eceive  the  enemy  ^  courageonsly,  and  that 
without  loss  of  time ;  for  if  not,'  &c.  I  was  in  despair.  Having  been  all  heart  and 
soul  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  having  done  all  that  a  man  of  honov  could  to  in- 
spire a  confidence  tokick  I  bdieved  I  had  deBened  at  yomr  handst  alk)w  me,  my  prinoe, 
to  ask  you  bow  it  happens,  that  I  have  been  so  unhappy  as  to  have  lost  your  regard  ? 
My  enemies  themselves  cannot  refuse  me  their  respect  General  Compte  de  Mamo- 
now  assured  me  of  your  cot{fideHce  in  roe,  giving  me  the  most  flattering  hope  of  your 
friendship ;  and  her  imperial  majesty  told  me  the  most  obliging  things  to  the  same 
effect  At  all  events,  your  highness  has  so  good  a  heart,  that  you  will  excuse  the 
hastiness  of  expression  which  escaped  me  in  my  letter  of  the  14th.  I  am  anxious  to 
continue  in  the  service^  It  is  unnecessary  to  recite  either  the  promises  or  the  oflfen 
which  have  been  made  to  me.  I  am  disposed  to  do  all  that  can  be  asked  of  a  man  of 
honour,  in  my  situation ;  and  if  yoafind  in  me  an  acquisition  to  the  imperial  marine,  it 
bebngs  to  yourself  to  fix  me  in  Russia.  But  as  I  come  hither  neither  as  an  adventurer 
nor  a  charlatan  to  repair  a  broken  fortune,  I  hope  in  future  to  experience  no  humilia- 
tion, and  soon  to  find  myselfin  the  situati^  which  was  promised  to  me,  when  I  was 
ilivited  to  enter  into  the  marine  of  the  empress.  Perhaps  I  k>ve  honours  too  mvefa; 
but  aa  to  for^e,  though  my  own  \a  not  very,  great,  I  never  bent  the  knee  to  that  idol. 
I  well  know  thfit  riches  do  not  insure  happiness.  I  am  sure  of  one  thing*  if  I  had 
the  happiness  ;ofonoe  ei^ojring  your  confidence,  it  would  be  for  life,  fiir  I  am  not  of  a 
character  that  can  change.'*  But  the  remoirai  of  Jones  had  been  determined  upon, 
not  to  command  the  fleet  in  the  north,  nur  probably,  merely  in  consequence  of  his  let- 
ter of  the  14th,  by  the  imperious  Potemkin.  On  the  same  18th  day  of  Oetober,  O.  8. 
he  received  the  following  order :  "  According  to  the  special  desire  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty, your  service  is  fixed  in  the  northern  seas;  and  as  this  squadron,  and  the  flotiOa, 
are  placed  by  me  under  the  orders  of  the  vice  admiral  and  the  Chevalier  de  Mordwinoff, 
your  excellency  may  m  consequence  proceed  on  the  voyage  directed;  principally,  as 
the  squadron  in  the  Uman,  on  account  of  the  season  being  so  fiur  advanced,  canaeC 
now  be  united  with  that  of  Sevastopole." 

On  the  20th,  Jones  wrote  to  Potemkin  that  ho  had  given  up  his  command  pursuant 
to  orders,  to  Rear  Admiral  Mordwinoff.  "  I  am  much  flattered  that  her  mi^esty  yst 
deigns  to  interest  herself  about  me ;  but  what  I  shall  for  ever  regret  is,  the  loss  of  yov 
regard.    I  will  not  say  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  more  skilful  jea]  elBcera  than  myielf ; 
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comjwtiaded  the  Rviiiaii  fleets  having  died^  I  was  assured*  her 
majeiBKty  Jli^td  very  importaiil  views  in  recalling  me*  Yet  I  could 
not  but  feel  grieved  to  be  deprived  of  my  eommaud  when  the 
campaign,  so  far  as  regarded  maritime  operations,  was  so  nearly 
concluded. 

^^  .As  soon  as  the  prince  of  Nassau  went  off,  all  the  gold 
awords  were  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the  flotilla.  It  is  easy 
to  imagine  that  this  arrangement,  as  well  as  many  others  which 
preceded  it,  was  not  calculated  to  give  me  pleasure.  The  cap- 
ture of  the  Turkish  galley,  and  the  boarding  of  the  galley  of 
the  capitan  pacha  on  the  1st  of  July,  were  without  dispute  the 
most  brilliant  actions  of  the  campaign  of  the  Liman.  The 
credit  of  them  wi^i  most  uiyustly  given  to  the  flotilla,  and  my 
officers  remained  without  any  reward  for  the  important  services 
which  they  had  rendered  in  these  affairs,  beside  those  of  the 
18th  of  June,  the  30th  of  August,  and  the  9th  of  October,  from 
which  they  reaped  no  advantage.  After  the  gold  swords  had 
been  distributed,  T  myself  heard  several  of  the  <^cers  who  got 
them  express  their  astonishment,. not  being  able  to  guess  for 
what  they  had  been  so  highly  rewarded.  ^ 

'^  It  is  worthy  of  notice^  that  all  the  large  vessels  which  the 
flotilla  attacked  were  previously  aground.  In  this  case,  they 
might  be  compared  to  men  wkh  their  feet  nailed  to  planks,  and 


1  know  weH  tbat^it  i»  a  Teiy  poauble  thing ;  bat  I  feel  emboldened  to  say  that  you  will 
never  find  a  man  more  siuceptible  of  a  f^thful  attaohment  or  more  sealoiu  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  his  doty.  I  forgive  my  enemies  who  are  near  you  for  the  painful  blow  aimed 
at  me  »  bat  if  there  is  a  joot  God,  it  will  be  difficult  for  him  to  do  aa  roach.  [In  a 
»ete  lie  wayu :  "  When  I  took  leave  of  the  prince  at  his  head  qaarters  some  days  ailer- 
wajrda,  he  said  to  roe, '  Don't  believe  that  any  one  leads  ms  /  No  one  leads  mc  i*  and 
getting  ap  and  stamping  with  his  foot,  he  added, '  Npt  w«n^,  aotprsM.'  V]  I  wish  yoo, 
my  prince,  complete  success  in  year  military  operations,  and  continued  happiness  doriog 
the  rest  of  yonr  life."  On  the  25th,  he  again  wrote  to  Potemkin,  stating  that  when  he 
iist  received  the  eommunieation  of  her  majesty's  pleasure,  fixing  his  service  in  the 
North  Sea,  be  did  not  reflect  that  the  season  was  too  f«r  advattood  for  warlike  oipera- 
tions  before  the  ensuing  year;  and  that  to  show  himself  deserving  the  ordecpf  8^ 
Anne  which  he  had  received  from  her  majesty,  he  would  with  pleasure  voluqteer  to 
txecuie  wkatavier  servieetbe  prince  might  point  out  for  the  good  of  the  empire.  The 
Mfly  ia  stilted  in  the  JoB^nfU.    PopofffsMrrioes  were  again  par  in  reqaisitku.         ' ' 
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their  bands  tied  bthiad  their  backs.  ThisistheoalyiHlHMiQ 
history  of  ships  aground,  and  out  of  the  possibility  of  beiBf  reeap- 
tured,  being  attacked  and  ctestroyed,  with  their  o-ews,  by  cost- 
bustiUes  such  as  the  Brandcougles.    It  may  be  recoDected, 
that  during  the  whole  campaign  the  flotilla  had  not  taken  OTen 
one  small  vessel  afloat*    Since  a  very  mistaken  notion  baa  been 
formed  of  the  vessels  taken  in  the  Liman  on  the  17th  and  18di 
of  June,  which  have  been  called  ^  ships  of  the  line,'  it  is  but 
right  to  say  that  I  made  Lieutenant  Fox  measure  the  haBs  of 
the  two  largest,  and  we  found  that  the  size  of  the  one  was  190|  and 
of  (he  other  135  fbet  English  in  total  length,  in  the  line  of  their 
first  battery.   Apply  this  to  naval  architecture.    Tet  the  prince 
of  Nassau  has  been  rewarded  in  a  brilliant  manner  for  'having 
destroyed  six,  and  captured  two  ikipi  of  the  Ime.'    The  only 
three-masted  vessel  which  escaped  burning  upon  the  18th 
June,  was  a  caravel  of  one  battery,  and  four  pieces  between 
decks.   There  escaped  also  one  small  brigantine  of  14  three 
pounders.    Such  were  the  two  veadi  of  the  line  that  were  cap- 
tured, and  the  latter  was  wrecked  next  day  by  the  carelessness 
of  those  who  had  the  charge  of  her.    In  phice  of  eight  vessdi 
qftheUnej  the  capitan  padia  had  come  intone  Liman  with  only 
a  detachment  of  caravels,  or  large  merchantmen,  fKgates,  bomb 
ships,  and  other  smaller  craft.    Only  four  of  the  caravels  car 
ried  guns  between  decks.  Of  this  number  was  the  vessel  saved. 
On  one  of  these  four  vessels  was  displayed  a  square  flag ;  but 
there  was  the  same  on  the  galley  and  the  kirlangitdi  of  the  capi- 
tan pacha.     It  has  been  already  said  that  the  grand  fleet  with- 
out Kinbourn  displayed  three  admiral's  flags.    But  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  campaign  given  by  the  prince  of  Nassau,  it  appears 
that  the  capitan  pacha  bad  lost  his  best  ship,  manned  with  the 
picked  men  of  hb  fleet,  and  his  only  flag  as  grand  admiralt 
while  it  is  well  known  that  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  went 
back  to  Constantinople  with  all  the  ships  of  the  line  he  had  at 
its  commencement. 

"  As  I  was  told  that  some  iU-intentioned  peraoas  in  the  aray 
had  said  that  I  had  been  deprived  of  my  cooraiand  becanse  the 
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cAt&tB  were  unwifliiig  to  serre  tinder  me,  I  endearoured  to 
prociure  testimonials  to  the  contrary,  and  have  seen  with  regret 
that  the  mind  is  not  always  free ;  and  that  men  sometimes  dare 
not  render  homage  to  truth.* 

**  The  last  of  the  five  frigates,  called  at  the  time,  ^sea  bat*  . 
teries,'  did  not  rejoin  the  squadron  until  the  19th  October,  and 
on  the  same  day.  Admiral  Mordwinoff  placed  the  hoe  of  the 
blockading  vessels  in  the  road,  much  further  out  than  before, 
so  aa  to  mask  the  fire  of  all  the  guns  ashore,  on  both  sides.  It 
was  ill-judged,  because  the  land  batteries  ought  always  to  be 
able  to  flank  a  line  of  blockade,  formed  by  vessek  or  floating 
batteries*  On  the  20th,  the  wind  being  rather  fresh  from  the 
Borth,  the  admiral  made  a  signal  at  3  p.  M.  for  all  the  flotilla  to 
leave  the  road,  and  come  while  it  was  in  their  fovour  to  take 
station  near  Kjnbourn.  This  movement  was  entirely  unneoes-; 
sary  fi>r  the  safety  of  the  flotilla ;  but  the  capitan  pacha  availed 
himself  of  it,  and  got  in,  on  the  same  night,  twenty-four  vessels 
loaded  with  ammunition  for  the  garrison,  and  having  on  board, 
besides  their  crews,  3700  men.  The  flotilla  attacked  these  ves^ 
sola  on  the  succeeding  days ;  but  the  Turks,  having  taken  out 
their  cargoes,  hauled  them  up  on  the  road,  under  the  cannon  of 
their  batteries  where  much  harm  could  not  be  done  to  them. 


*  Pieces  JuiHJUativeit  No.  80,  is  a  full  certificate  to  the  effect  Jones  wished,  signed 
bj  Cai»t«iii  AfansJb  Bofstopoloff,  oommaDder  of  the  St.  Anne,  before  Oczakow,  on  the 
31jt  October.  It  is  attested  by  the  secretary  Dmitrefifcjaiid  Joha  Cramp  assistant  seore-: 
taxjt  oomet  of  a  regiment  of  cuirassiers.  They  certify  that  the  captain  came  on  board  the 
Wolotflimer  on  the  4th  November,  and  prayed  the  rear  admiral  to  return  the  original 
attestation,  in  the  Rossian  language ;  as  he  had  learned  that  baring  given  it  would  do 
himnpaoh  injnry  inthe  mindof  Priaoe  INitemldn, though  it  contained  nothing  but  jmn 
tnak.  It  was  accordingly  burned  in  his  presence,  the  French  transition  being  re> 
tained.  There  is  also  a  certificate  t(f  the  same  efi^t,  the  Russian  original  of  which 
is  preserved  by  Lieutenant  Mihalopokoff,  commandant  of  one  of  the  vessels,  called  the 
Maillet;  which  is  stated  in  the  French  attestation- to  have  been  bndSt  but  seems  to 
have  been  burned  only  figuratively,  like  the  odd  card  in  some  French  games ;  and 
another,  which  was  not  signed,  by  any  of  the  commanders,  but  the  attestation  of  which 
sets  forth  that  in  addition  to  the  two  above  named,  all  the  others,  while  avowing  to  M. 
DmHrefisky  that  for  impera^e  reasons  they  could  not  subscribe  it,  declared,  after 
hearing  it  read,  that  tbey  fimnd  nethiog  hi  it  contraiy  to  pure  troth. 
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'<  Having  reflected  that  the  iieasoii  ymBtoohat  admnoed  io 
render  my  s^Tices  necessarj  in  the  Neith  Sea  before  the  IbttiMr- 
ing  year,  I  wrote  to  the  prince  marshal,  offering  to  eoatinue  my 
services  till  the  end  of  the  campaign.  I  was  indebted  to  hini 
for  the  order  of  St.  Anne,  and  I  have  a  heart  naturally  grate- 
foL  He  directed  his  secretary,  M.  Popoff,  to  write  me,  thpt 
since  I  was  recalled  by  the  order  of  the  empress,  it  was  aeces- 
sary  I  should  go. 

'<  I  was  invited  to  head  quarters  to  take  leave,  and  to  r^oeive 
a  letter  from  the  prince  marshal  for  her  imperial  majesty.  As 
I  was  much  interested  personally,  and  still  more  so  in  relation 
to  my  officers,  I  after  dinner  spoke  freely,  and  told  M.  Popoff 
all  that  was  on  my  mind.  This  brigadier  repeated  what  I  had 
said  to  the  prince  marsbaL  He  was  vexed  at  first,  but  after- 
wards he  sent  for  me  to  talk  with  him.  Without  faiKng  in  the 
respect  due  to  him,  I  spoke  to  him  freely  enough.  I  toM  him 
he  had  played  an  unfaur  game  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
in  dividing  the  command  in  the  Liman  in  the  existing  circvm- 
stances  of  the  country ;  and  that,  if  I  had  not  resolved  to  sacri- 
fice my  own  feeUngs  in  order  to  manage  the  persons  he  had 
given  me  for  colleagues,  the  campaign  would  have  taken  a  very 
diffSsrent  turn.  He  replied,  '  agreed ;  but  it  is  too  late  now.'  He 
then  said,  he  would  be  glad  to  see  me  fixed  in  Russia,  and  that 
he  was  disposed  to  give  me  solid  proofs  of  his  esteem^  both  now 
and  in  future.  I  showed  him  the  teistimonial  of  the  captain  of 
the  Wolodimer,  and  some  other  papers,  to  convince  him  that  he 
had  neither  done  justice  to  me  nor  to  the  squadron.  He  said 
the  (Nrince  of  Nassau  pretended  all  was  done  by  himself;  'but 
I  have  never,'  said  he,  '  been  deceived  in  him.  I  have  always 
known  him  for  what  he  is.'  He  proposed  that  I  should  go  to 
Tagenroc  to  equip  and  command  a  squadron  he  was  building 
there ;  but,  as  I  had  been  brought  to  Russia  to  take  the  chief 
command  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  had  received  orders  from  the 
empress  to  repair  to  St.  Petersburgh,  I  declined  the  offer.  I 
only  entreated  that  he  would  consider  the  services  of  my  officers, 
and  give  them  the  seniority  thev  had  lost  by  the  promotion  of 
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those  officers  of  Ihe  floCiHa  who  did  not  bebng  to  the  naral  ser- 
vice. Admiral  Mordwinoff  made  the  same  request,  and  tbe 
prince  promised  to  do  them  justice. 

*'  Two  dajs  afterwards,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  prince 
marshal  fi>r  the  empress,  in  which  he  noticed  the  zeal  and 
anxiety  I  had  ever  shown  for  her  service,  and  to  render  m jself 
worthy  of  her  favour.* 

'*  On  the  4th  November,  the  capitan  pacha  having  withdrawn 

his  advanced  guard  in  the  night,  set  sail  in  the  morning  with 

his  whole  force,  entering  first  Varna,  and  afterwards  Constaa- 

tinople,  with  every  ship  of  the  line  he  had  at  the  opening  of  the 

campaign.    It  is  singular  that  this  enterprising  commander  did 

not  attempt  to  force  the  entrance  of  the  Liman  ;  for  Admiral 

Mordwinoff  had  placed  the  squadron  in  so  exposed  and  disad- 

vantag^us  a  situation,  that  the  fire  of  the  land  batteries,  whidi 

should  have  flanked  him  without,  was  entirely  covered.    But  it 

may  be  presumed  that  the  Turkish  admiral  believed  he  had 

done  enough  for  the  safety  of  Oczakow  by  the  succours  he  had 

thrown  into  the  place. 

'*  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  agreeably  to  «  secret  order  from 
the  prince  marshal,  the  Zaporavkmt  landed,  to  the  number  of 
2000,  on  the  Island  of  Beresane.  The  Turkish  garrison  bmg 
only  300  strong,  fired  a  few  random  shots,  and  then  surrendered 
at  discretion. 

"  Having  given  the  officers  whom  I  had  commanded  such 
testimonials  as  th^  merited,  I  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the 
9tli  November,  in  a  small  open  galley  for  Cherson.  I  was  three 
days  and  three  nights  on  the  way,  and  suffered  a  great  deal 


*«  Na.^of  the  PiSe$$  Jutiifrmimt :  '*  Madam— In  Mndbf  to  the  hifh  throne  of 
your  imperiid  majeetjr,  Rear  Admiral  M.  Panl  Jones^  I  take,  with  sabmiadon,  the 
liberty  of  certifying  the  eageraeasand  zeal  which  he  has  oTer  shown  for  the  service  of 
yoar  imperial  majesty,  and  to  render  himself  worthy  of  tbe  high  faronr  of  year  impe- 
rial majesty. 

**  From  the  most  fluthfol  subject  of  jour  unperial  majesty, 

''  PrUTCE  PoTCMKIN  TAtfRICUIf. 

'  October  31, 1788." 
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from  the  excessive  cold.  The  day  after  my  arrira},  the  rirer 
was  frozen  up,  and  I  was  taken  dangerously  ill.  My  heaMi 
was  not  sufficiently  re-established  to  enable  ine  to  proceed 
before  the  6th  of  December.  Having  arrived  at  St.  Elizabeth, 
I  received  intelligence  that  Oczakow  had  been  taken  by  storm 
on  the  6th.  The  garrison  was  eleven  thousand  strong,  including 
the  three  thousand  that  the  capitan  pacha  had  thrown  into  the 
place  before  he  sailed.  But  the  cold  had  become  extreme,* 
and  the  Russian  army  being  formed  in  six  columns  to  attack 
the  place  at  day-dawn,  the  Turks  were  completely  disconcerted. 
Judging  from  the  past,  they  expected  no  such  visit ;  and,  be- 
coming panic  struck,  suffered  their  throats  to  be  cut  like  so 
many  sheep.  In  the  fury  of  the  assault  the  Russian  soldiers 
spared  nothing.  I  have  been  assured,  that  from  eighteen  to 
nineteen  thousand  Turks  perished  on  that  day ! 

^'  As  I  wished  to  delay  my  arrival  at  court  till  that  of  the 
prince  marshal,  I  stopped  somodays  at  Skloff,  where  General 
Soritsch  loaded  me  with  civilities.  I  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh 
on  the  28th  December,  and  was  ordered  to  appear  at  court  on 
the  Slst,  when  her  imperial  majesty  did  me  the  honour  of 
granting  me  a  private  audience.  I  presented  the  letter  the 
prince  marshal  had  given  me.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  em- 
press sent  me  word)  through  Count  de  Dmitrigus-Mamonow, 
that  she  must  wait  the  arrival  of  Prince  Potemkin  before  deci- 
ding on  what  she  would-^cb  for  me.  In  the  meanwhile  Count 
Besborodko  told  me,  that  a  command  of  greater  importance  was 
intended  for  me  than  that  of  the  Black  Sea. 

'*  On  the  1st  February,  the  prince  marshal  not  having  yet 
arrived,  I  gave  in  to  the  vice  chancellor.  Count  d'Osterman,  a 
project  for  forming  an  alliance,  political  and  commercial,-  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  United  States.  As  the  object  of  this 
project  was  reciprocal  advantages,  and,  above  all,  to  encourage 
the  commerce  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  of  the  settlements  on  the 
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Crimea)  I  had  long  intended  to  transmit  it  to  die  prnce  mar^ 
shml ;  and  on  bis  arrival  at  court,  aboat  the  middle  of  .February, 
I  sent  him  a  copy.  Some  time  afterwards,  he  took  me  into  lus 
cabinet,  and  said  that  my  plan  contained  good  ideas ;  but  that 
he  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  adopt  it  at  this  time,  as  it  might 
still  further  irritate  the  English  against  Russia,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  first  to  make  peace  \rith  the  Turks* 

**  I  might  make  many  remarks  about  the  fleet  and  flotilla  of 
Cberson,  but  shall  say  but  little  at  present.  I  have  already  ob- 
served that  the  Turkish  vessels,  large  and  small,  have  a  decided 
advantage  over  the  Russians,  in  their  movement.  The  Marshal 
de  Saxe  said  of  land  armies,  that  <  the  whole  secret  ci  their 
drill,  *and  all  that  of  war,  is  daw  Utjambes.*  [BatUng  the  legs, 
aoc<H'ding  to  Touchstone.]  This  expression,  appareatly  obscure, 
envelops  a  profound  and  sensible  meaning,  and  may  be  applied 
with  still  more  force  to  the  operations  of  naval  armaments.  Let 
me  command  a  fleet  superior  in  its  sailing,  and  equalin  fi>rce— to 
beat  the  enemy.  I  learned  with  regret,  that  the  vessds  of  war 
built  at  Cherson  became  rotten,  in  general,  at  the  end  of  nx  years* 
This  seems  to  me  more  extraordinary,  as  before  the  present 
war,  France  got  excellent  timber  for  building,  from  the  Dnieper 
for  the  king's  yards  at  Toukm.  It  is  said  that  the  admiralty  of 
the  Black  Sea  spends  enormous  sums  yearly.  1  cannot  voach  for 
the  correctness  of  the  statement ;  but  I  know  that  tke  fleet  does 
not  look  like  it.'  In  Denmark,  where  inrder  and  econtmy  prevail, 
persons  entitled  to  credit  have  informed  me,  that  it  costs  the 
State  but  5,050,000  rix  dollars,  per  annum,  to  maint&in  a  fleet  of 
from  25  to  80  ships  of  the  line,  with  frigates  and  other  smalt 
vessels  in  proportion,  and  4000  seamen  in  regular  pay.  The 
ships  of  war  buik  at  Copenhagen,  last  sixteen  years,  without 
requiring  any  repairs  of  consequence.  My  respect  for  Prince 
Potemkin,  who  created  the  fleet  of  the  Liman,  makes  me  regret 
that  it  should  have  been  built  on  false  principles,  unable  to  sus- 
tain its  enormous  artillery,  or  to  manoeuvre  properly  on  the 
Black  Sea ;  while  the  Turkish  fleet  crossed  it  at  its  pleasure. 
The  commerce  of  the  Bhick  Sea  is  an  object  of  great  impor- 
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tance ;  bvt  this  eommerea/  no  adTantageotM  to  Kusskiy  w31 
alwijB  be  annoyed  and  oftep  interrupted  by  the  Turkd,  till  But 
sia  bas  a  stronger  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea  to  bcdd  a  rod  over 
them,  and  to  place  the  keys  of  Constantino^e  in  tbe  hands  of 
the  empress.  Rossia  baring  all  the  requisite  materials^  'm 
makiiig  the  necessary  arrangements  with  order  and  economy, 
(without  speaking  of  war,  to  ^void  exciting  suspicions  in  powers 
jealous  of  her  glory,)  this  deficiency  might  be  supplied  in  a  few 
years.  The  means  of  obtaining  good  seamen  is  to  create  a 
merchant  trade,  to  form  to  alliance  with  the  United  States, 
and  to  hare  a  squadron  of  evolution  on  the  BkdL  Sea,  directed 
by  an  admiral  and  a  properly  instructed  staff. 

**  I  have  alwliys  believed  that  Russia  requires  a  port  on  the 
Asiastic  side,  o^qxwite  the  Crimea,  to  protect  the  fleet  fi-om 
flaws  of  wind  and  currents,  and  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  sentinel  poet 
on  the  Turks.  I  have  thought  of  Sinople  for  this  purpose,  and 
I  spdce  of  it  to  the  empress  and  Prince  Potemtdn  ;  but,  being 
better  informed,  I  found  a  more  suitable  situation,  where  I  am 
certain  such  a  post  could  be  securely  established  at  smaO  cost, 
and  beard  the  whole  Ottoman  empire.  This  place  is  a  poun- 
aula  between  Sinc^^  and  Constantinople. 

**  I  must  be  permitted  to  conclude  my  journal  with  some  re- 
flections naturaMy  su^pested  by  matters  aflecting  my  personal 
honour.  I  have  never  been  able  to  conjecture  the  reason  which 
made  Prince  Potemkin  order  Admiral  Mordwindf  to  give  up 
to  him  the  official  account  of  our  operations,  which  I  had  drawn 
up  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  admiralty  of  the  Black 
Sea,  as  I  was  assured  he  had  done,  both  by  Admiral  Mordwi- 
noff  and  his  brother-in-law,  (his  wife's  brother.)  No  more  couM 
I  guess  why  Prince  Potemkin  had  given  orders  that  no  notice 
should  be  taken  of  my  loss  of  the  frigate  Alexander,  which  was 
run  aground  in  the  battle  of  the  17th  June.  This  information 
also  I  had  from  Admiral  Mordwinoff  after  I  had  given  up  to  him 
the  command  of  the  squadron.  I  have  been  assured,  by  him, 
that  this  frigate  was,  in  consequence,  alwajrs  retained  on  the 
list  of  the  marine.    When  I  found  that  I  received  no  testimony 


of  the  aatitfiMtioaof  the  eaiprMi,  wkk  My  oonduet^  in  ibm  b£* 
laur>  and  oa  otlifr  oceaaiima  very  intertniiig  ta  the  empiroy  I 
WMM  compelled  to  think  that  she  had  been  ill  infiovm^  lor  her 
ambition  is  to  beesteened  the  most  asagnaaimoas  and  the  meet 
generoQa  of  all  sovereSgns.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  auoia* 
ter  (rf'the  United  States  (to  the  court  of  Versailles,)  dated  Ptois, 
the  23d  March,  1769,  which  began  by  telling  me,  that  a  ktter 
he  had  received  from  me,  dated  at  St.  Peteprflbnrgbf  die  3ist 
January,  was  Aeonljf  proof  unfriends  kad  ofntg  eaoUtmHe  mux  I 
had^fl  Ccfttihagtti^  If  I  had  pk^ed  the  pait  of  adpherin 
Uie  campaign  of  the  Liman,  it  was  fbc  the  6fst  time.  I  eitlMr 
deserved  to  lose  my  head,  or  the  plans  of  the  operatiotis  on  the 
LioEian,  which  had  been  got  up  in  St*  Petersbargh  during  the 
winter,  and  which  I  sojv  with  asteaoahment  in  the  office  <tf  M.. 
Fopoff,  ought  t#  be  burnt.  I  assert,  that  they  acre  ftdse  even  in 
the  nM>0t  trifling  details. 

*<  I  have  acted  a  public  and  distinguished  part  for  fifteen  years 
among  an  eafighteoed  peqile,  where  the  press  is  free,  and  where 
the  whde  conduct  of  every  man  is  open  to  discussion,  and  suh* 
jeet  to  the  judgment  of  his  fj^llow-citizenB.  No  man  can  ptary 
the  hypocrite*  during  so  long  a  period  in  a  career  so  trying  aa 
was  m(ine«  It  was  natural  for  the  prince  of  Nassau  and  Briga- 
dier Alexiano  to  be  my  enemies,  for  they  both  sought  only  their 
own  advantage ;  and  Prince  Potemkin,  who  knew  better,  erred 
in  judgment  in  placmg  me  in  competition  with  them  ;  but  how 


*  In  Rateia,  letteri  were  syitematically  intercepted.  This  was  part  of  the  policy  of 
the  goremtnent;  and  sodi  things  have  been  heard  of  in  that  eonntry,  oTon  of  btmr 
date  than  the  rei^  of  Catherine  IL  When  die  Arohdnke  Panl  was  pemitled  to 
travel  thnmgfa  Europe  with  the  archduchess,  he  was  so  well  aware  of  the  jealonsy  Of 
his  mother  and  her  government,  that  he  arranged  a  private  correspondence  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Swedish  post-offices  by  oonriers.  His  correspondent  was  a  yoong  aicl- 
de-eam)^,  BibBN>fi;  who  sometimeo  permitted  hunself  to  deeoribe  peraons  about  the 
ooart  withoat  siffieient  regard  to  decomra.  Among  those  hononred  with  his  notice 
was  One  D'ye,  as  he  termed  Potemkin.  The  coorier  was  intercepted  at  Riga,  and 
Paul's  witty  correspondent  was  exiled  to  Aitiacan,  where  he  shortly  died.— Ake  in  ffts 
^wibmifik  Lift, 
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IttippMied  it  that  I  hoi  around  Priace  Pbtemkbi  other  < 
as  ponrOTfiil  as  tbej  were  maliciaus  f  I  ought  to  have  touadmkf 
friends  ia  Russia,  for  I  hare  served  that  empire  ISEUthfidy  and 
welL  The  manner  in  wbi^  IVince  Potemkin  has  changed  in 
regard  to  me,  sinee  the  oommencement  of  the  war,  exceeds  all 
imagination.  While  he  supposed,  at  first,  that  my  seryices  would 
be  an  acijuisition  in  directing  the  maritime  operations  against 
th^  Turks j  the  Admirids  Mordwinc^  and  Woynowitch  entirely 
lost  lus  cdnfidence  as  officers ;  and  it  is  evident^  that  Woynowitch 
had  net  regained  it  on  the  19th  of  August,  when  it  was  proposed 
that  I  should  go  to.Sevastopole  to  :lake  conunand  of  the  fleet. 
When  I  had  the  ntiMurtune  to  offend.  Priikce  Potemkin  by  Che 
freedom  of  my  ielfcter  of  the  14th  October,  he  a^nt  several  eou- 
riera,  which  carried  entreaties  and  brought  back  refiisals,  beg- 
ging  that  Admiral*  Mnrdwinoff  v«Duld  tali^  oommand  of  the 
squadron,  which  the  latter  only  at  last  accepted  on  condition  of 
reeeiving  carte  Uaauhe^  aiid  insisting  that  the; 'prince  should  not 
interfere  in  any  arrangements  he  thought  fit  to  make.  I  have 
mentioned  that  the  Dnieper  was  frozen  over  the  day  after  my 
arrival  at  Cherson.  In  consequence,  the  sqwadron  and  flotilla 
were  placed  in  danger,.from  not  having  been  properly  si^red, 
for  the  season,  after  the  departure  of  the  capitan  pacha.  I 
understood  that  some  of  the  vessels  were  lost  in  the  lamaa,  and 
that  the  Wolodi^er,  to  save  herself,  was  obliged  to  risk  the  pas- 
sage to  Sevastopole  without  a  good  part  of  her:  ballast.  .  Bri^y, 
in  a  few  days  after  my  departure  from  Cherson,  Admiral  Mord- 
winoff  was  disgraced  and  sent  from  the  service,  whilst  Admiral 
Woynowitch,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Aleziano,  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  with  the  chief  command  of 
the  fleet,  and  the  entire  confidence  of  Prince  Potemkin. 

^^  It  is  said,  that  Russia  has  no  longer  need  of  foreign  naval 
officers.  So  be  it.  No  one  is  more  desirous  than  myself  that 
this  may  be  so,  for  I  cannot  be  jealous  of  any  of  them,  and  I 
must  ever  desire  the  prosperity  of  a  country  I  have  served.  I 
may,  however,  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  this  opinion  is  ift>t 
very  old.    If  it  had  been  believed  before  the  last  campaign,  why 


FAtoL  JONES.  ^406 

were  my  services  so  anxiously  sought  after  i  It  assuredly  could 
not  liave  been  in^  comfHiment  to  me,  nor  in  order  afterwards  to 
make  use  ot*  me  in  promoting  certain  political  designs.  I  have 
finequeatly  heard*  diat,  since  the  war  with  Sweden,  measures 
have  been  taken  ta  induce  Rear  Admiral  Kinribergen  to  qait 
Holland/ and  reenter  the  service  of  Russia.  His  coontrynyen 
sdlege  that  he  had  been  offered  the  rank  of  vice  admiral,  the 
order  of  Alexander  Nersky,  and  a  fixed  revenue  of  20,000 
r«N]ble8  a  year ;  and  that  he  refused  all  these  advantages,  as  he 
lud  lately  manaed  a  wife  with  a  ft>rtune  which  enabled  him  to 
Kve  in  independence  in  his  own  country.  ^ 

'  *^  It  is  known  that  the  king  of  Sweden  made  advantageous 
oflbrsto  Admiral  Curtis  of  the  English  navy,  to  induce  him  to 
take  command  of  the  "fleet  against  Russia^  and  that  this  officer 
deeKned  them,  not  wishing  to  hazard  his  professional  reputation 
in  command  of  a  fleet*  which  was  not  in  so  good  a  condition  as 
that  of  England. 

*^The  emprefs  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember,  that  when 
I  had  the  honour  of  accepting  her  service,  I  did  not  say  one 
word  regarding  my  personal  interests.  I  have  a  soul  too  noble 
for  that ;  and  if  my  heart  had  not  been  enhst^  for  her  majesty, 
I  wiMild  never  hare  drawn  my  sword  in  her  cause.  I  have  now 
nothing  for  it  but,  Uke  Admiral  Kinsb^gen,  to  marry  a  rich  wife ; 
but  I  have  sufficient  to  support  me  wherever  I  choose,  and  I 
knew  -enough  of  the  world  to  be  a  philosopher. 

.  *^  When  I  arrived  at  the  'Black  Sea,  if  reasons  much  stronger 
than  those  which  Mrithbeld  Admiral  Ourtis  had  not  influenced 
my  mind  and  hearty  which  were  devoted  to  the  empress,  I  would 
never  have  hoisted  my  flag  on  board  the  Wolodimer.  I  would 
have  reftned  the  poor  command  oflered  me,  and  which  was  in 
no  respect  worthy  of  me.  I  have  never  puffed  my  own  actions, 
nor  given  any  piece  to  the  press  containing  a  eulogy  on  myself. 

*^  I  respect  the  names  of  Kinsbergen  and  Curtis ;  but  the 
flrst  duty  of  a  gentleman  is  to  respect  his  own  character;  and 
I  believe,  without  vanity,  that  the  name  of  Paul  Jones  is  of  as 
much  value  as  theirs.     It  is  thirty  years  since  I  first  served ; 
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ana  I  hare  had  for  friends  and  instruetwB  a  d'OmUiera  mA  a 
PayiHon.  Unfortunatelj  Prince  Potsemkin  never  gave  biiiiMtf 
the  trouble  to  know  me. 

^<  I  had  the  happiness  to  be  loved  by  my  officers  and  meoi  be- 
cause I  treated  them  justfyi  and  set  theHi  a  good  examide  before 
the  enemj.  After  I  ceased  to  cemnMUid,  though  the  bampaign 
only  lasted  a  few  days,  the  seamen  soon  found  the  difference. 
They  said  they  had  lost  their  father :  fhey  were  served  wkh 
mouldy  bread,  and  afterwards  with  spoiled  meal*  I  have  men- 
-tioned,  that  Prince  Potemkin  had  prombed,  in»  presence  of  Ad- 
miral Mordwinoff,  to  advance  the  officers  under  my  conunaod, 
and  to  restore  to  them  the  seniority  they  had  lost  by  thie  promo- 
tion of  4he  officers  of  the  flotilla ;  bat  I  have  learnt  with  much 
pain  that  he  has  not  kept  his  word,  and  that  in  consequence  my 
officers,  to  the  number  of  fifty,  have  demanded  their  difflnimon. 
Not  one  of  them  offered  to  resign  while  I  held  commani.  AAr 
miral  Woynowitch  having  represented  to  Prince  Potemkin  that 
without  these  officers  the  fleet  was  useless,  he  was  compeUedt6  adr 
vance  them  alL  I  have  been  told  that  they  were  not  yet  satisfied, 
as  they  were  not  restored  to  their  seniority,  and  that  they  propo- 
sed to  quit  the  service  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  hope  juatice  wiH 
be  done  them,  fiur  ihey  are  brave  men.  For  myself  I. have  been 
marked  among  all  the  officers  that  served  ia  the  Liman,  h&jog 
the  only  one  who  obtained  no  promotion,  though  I  commanded 
and  was,  alone  responsible !  I  may  be  told.that  I  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  having  received  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  on  entering 
the  service.  I  reply,,  that  I  could  not  have  been  <^ered  an  in- 
ferior grade.  One  officer  may  deserve  as  much  in  a  day  as 
another  in  a  lifetime,  and  every  officer  ought  tp  be  advanced 
according  to  his  merit.  I  was  not  favoured  in  rank  on  entering 
the  Russian  service.  I  had  a  full  right  to  claim  that  which  I 
accepted*  A  man,  only  twenty-four  years  of  age,  has  since 
been  received  into  the  service  with  the  rank  of  m^jor  general. 
I  wish  to  say  nothing  against  this  officer ;  it  is  not  always  yeais 
that  give  skill,  much  l^s  genius,  but  he  must  do  a  great  deal 
before  be  has  my  experience. 


**  it  18  pwifiily  for  the  liDiMmr  of  buman  nature,  to  reflect  on 
bow  many  malevolent  and  deceitful  perscms  surround  the  great, 
and  particularly  crowned  heads.  I  speak  from  mj  own  unhap-  . 
py.  €pc|»erieoee.  Some  persons  bad  the  malice  to  ihake  Prince 
Potemkin  believe  that*  I  maide  unhandsome  strictures  on  his 
nrilitaiy  conduct,  and  ridiculed  bis  manner  of  conducting  the 
affile  of  Oczakow*  I  have  heard  much  idle  talk  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  am  aware  that  it  excited  considerable  disccmtent  ih 
the  army.  I  was  told,  during  my  illness  at  Cherson,  that  a 
tbousand^of  his  officers  had  demanded  th^r  dismission ;  but  t 
defy  any  one.  to  say  to  my  face  that  I  ever  allowed  myself  to 
criticLie  his  operations.  I  have  been  strongly  attached  to  him, 
of  which  I  think  I  gave  proofs  during  my  command,  and  even 
after  he  unjustly  superseded  me.  Witness  my  letter  of  the  27th 
October,  at  a  time  when  I  certainly^  had  reason  to  complain  of 
his  conduct  towards  me. 

*^  I  have  been  more  deeply  hurt  by  those  secret  machinations 
against  me,  as  regards  the  empress.  My  enemies  have  had  the 
wickedness  to  make  her  believethat  I  was  a  cmel  and  bruku 
man ;  and  that  I  had,  during  the  American  war,  even  kUkd  my 
ovmnepheu)l 

^*  It  is  well  known,  that,  from  motives  of  revenge,  the  English 
have  invented  and  propagated  a  thousand  fictions  and  atrociities 
to  endeavour  to  blacken  the  character  of  the  celebrated  men 
who  effected  the  American  revolution :  a  Washington  and  a 
Freuiklin,  tWo4^  the  most  illustrious  and  virtuous  men  that  have 
ever  €ulorned  humanity,  have  not  been  spared  by  these  calum- 
nifttors.     Are  they  now  the  less  respected  on  this  account  by 
their  felbw-eitizens  f  On  the  contrary,  they  are  universally  re- 
vered, even  in  Europe,  as  the  fathers  of  their  country,  and  as 
examples  of  all  that  is  great  and  noble  in  the  human  character. 
'^  In  civil  war,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  opposite  factions  should 
mutually  endeavour  tomake  it  believed  that  each  is  in  the  right ; 
and  it  is  obvious  that  the  party  most  in  the  wrong  will  alwa]^ 
be  the  most  calumnious.    If  there  had  really  been  any  thing 
against  my  charactw,  the  English  would  not  have  ftuled  to  fur- 
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nislf  convinetuffproofs^f  it ;  for,  wilk  very  slendei^  nMMuis,  I  l»d 
been  able  to  give  more  alarm  to  their  tlffee  kingdons  dnriag 
the  war  than  any  other  individual  had  done.- 

"  I  have  heard,  that,  at  the  period  of  my  entermgtbe  Rus- 
sian  service,  the  English  in  St.  Peteroburgh  cried  out  against 
me,  and  asserted  that  I  had  beea  a  oontraiMUid  trader.  All  the 
world  knows  that  men.  of  this  description  are  actuated  encirdy 
by  avarice;  and  every  one  to  whom  X  hare  the  honour  to  be 
known  is  aware  that  I  am  ene  of  the  least  selfish  of  mankind. 
This  is  known  to  the  whole  American  people.  I  have  given 
proofs  of  it  not  easily  shown,  of  which  I  possess  very  flirttering 
testimonies.  In  a  letter  written  on  the  29th  November,*  178S,  to 
Congress,  by  Mr.  Morris,  then  minister 4)f  the  marine  and  finance 
departments,  after  having  made  my  euiogium  with  the  warmth 
of  a  true  patriot,  who  thoroMghly  knew  me,  he  says,  that  ^  I  halil 
certainly  merited,  the  favour  of  Congress  by  services  and  sacri- 
fices the  most  signal*'  Men  do  not  change  th&r  characters  in 
these  respects. 

^'  If  my  heart  has  bled  for  the  Americans,  above  all,  for  those 
shut  np  as  victims  in  English  prisons  by  an  act  o^ParKament  as 
sanguinary  as  unjust ;  if  I  have  exposed  my  health  and  life  to 
the  greatest  dangers ;  if  I  have  sacrificed  my  personal  tranquilti* 
ty  and  my  domestic  happiness,  with  a  portion  of  my  fortune  and 
my  blood,  to  set  at  hberty  these  virtuous  and  innocent  men,  have 
I  not  given  proofs  sufficiently  striking  that  I  have  a  heart  the 
most  sensitive^  a  soul  the  most  elevated  ?  I  have  done  ibore  than 
all  this.  So  .far  firom  being  hank  and  crudj  nature  has  given 
me  the  mildest  disposition.  I  was  formed  (or  lave  and  fiiemir 
shifj  andjMH  to  be  a  seamen  or  a  soMier;  as  it  is,  I  have  sacri- 
ficed my  natu]:al  inclination. 

''  As  an  officer,  I  loved  good  discipline,  which  I  consider  indis- 
,  pensable  to  the  success  of  operations,  particularly  i^  sea,  where 
men  are  so  much  crowded  and  brought  into  such  close  contact. 
In  the  English  navy  it  is  known  that  captains  of  ships  are  often 
tyrants,  who  order  the  lash  for  the  poor  seanMI  very  firequently, 
and  sometimes^  for  nothiog.     In  the  American  navy  we  have 
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ahnoBt  Uie  same  regulatimis ;  but  I  looked  ba  my.erew  ks  my 
diiidreii,  and  I  hare  ahrays  fomkl  meanis  to  manage  tlkem  with* 
out  flogging. 

*^  I  never  had  a  nephew,  nor  any  other  relation,  under  my 
command.  Happily  these  facts  are  known  in  America,  and 
they  prov^  how  cruel  and  harsh  I  am.  I  have  one  dear  nephew,* 
wlio  is  still  too  young  fow  service,  but  who  now  pursues  his 
fiPtodies.  Since  I  came  to  Russiei  I  have  intended  him  for  the 
irafperial  marine.  Instead  tlf  imbruing  my  hands  in  his  blood, 
he  will  be  cherished  as  my  son*. 

**  In  short,  my  conduct  has  obtaiiled  for  me  the  returns  most 
grateful  to  my  heart.  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  give  univer- 
sal satisfaction  to  two  great  and  enlightened  nations  which  I 
have  served.  Of  this  I  have  received  singular  proofb.  I  am 
the  only  man  in  the  world  that  possesses  a  sword  given  by  the 
king  of  France.  It  is  to  me  a  glorious  distinction  to  wear  it ; 
and,  above  all,  to  have  received  it  as  *  a  proof  of  the  particular 
esteem'  of  a  monarch  so  august,  a  monarch  who  has  become  the 
protector  of  the  rights  of  the  human  rac6,  and  who  adds  to  this 
glorious  title  that  oCa  citisen !  I  have  inddiUe  proofs  of  the  high 
considerations  of  the  Uiiited  States ;  but  what  completes  my 
happiness  is  the  esteem  and  friendship,  o^  the  most  virtuous  of 
meii9  whose  fame  will  be  immortal ;  and  (hat  a  Washington,  a 
Franklin,  a  D'Estlimg,  a  La  Fayette,  think  •he  bust  of  Paul 
Jones  worthy  of  b^ipgplaced-side  by  side  with  their  own.  It  is 
then  certain  that  this  is  not  the  bust  of  one,  SLcf 

^*  Since  I  am  found  too  frank  and  too  sincere  to  make  my 
way  At  the  court  of  Russia  without  creating  powerful  enemies, 
I  have  philosophy  enough  to  withdraw  into  the  peaceAil  bosom 
of  firiendship ;  but,  as  I  love  virtue  better  than  reward,  and  as 
my  greatest  ambition  is  to  preserve,  even  in  the  shades  of  re- 
treat, the  precious  favour  of  the  empress,  I  may  tell  her  majesty, 


*  The  late  Mr.  Williani  T9j\6t,  merehant  of  (he  city  of  New  York,  ion  of  the  rear 

Mral*s  eldeit  aster,  the  kte  Mrs.  Taylor  of  DimilVies. 

t  He  alludes  to  some  ealanoues,  as  fiwlish  as  base,  not  worthy  of  aolne. 
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tbat  even  ID  the  ipkbt  of  my  persecut;ioo§y,  my  m}ud  viras  occer 
pied  by,  plans  for  the  e3fl^tidl  adrancement  of  her  service,  #f 
which  I  gave  sonie  idea  to  her  minister  in  June  last)  (1789.)  I 
have  not  ent^rqd  into  any  detail,  for  ther^^  are  politicians  who 
before  xff^w  have  rohbed  me;  of  my  military  plans.  I  have  other 
prqjects  in  view  from  which  the  flag  of  Russia  might  derive  new 
lustre,  and  which  would  cost  but  little  to  her  majesty  at  the  out- 
set|  and  perh^p^  nothing  in  the  end,  if  I  \md  the  direction ;  for 
I  would  be  able  to  make  .war  support  war.  We  have  already  done 
it  in  America,  and  our  marine  has  cost  the  United  States  notbiiig. 
At  all  events,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  my  .duty  in 
Ru^gia,  and  that  without  any  views  of  self-interesU*  It  is  af- 
firmed, that,  in  gcuieral,  str^gers  who  come  to  Russia  are  ad- 
venturers in  search  of  fortune,  not  having  tl^  means  of  living  in 
their  own  country.  I  cannot  say  as  to  this  ;  but  I  at  least  hope 
that  the  empress  «will  not  class  me  with  those* 

*'  Brie^y^^ I  ^m  satisfied  with  myself;  and  I  have  the  ha|qii- 
ness  to  know,  that,  though  ipy  enemies  may  not  be  converted 
into  friends,  my  name  will  nevertheless^  be  always  respected  by 
worthy  men  who  know  me ;  and  it  is  to  me  a  satisfaction  iipd  a 
signal  triumph  at  the  moment  of  my  leaving  Russia,  that  the 
pubUc,  and  even  the  English  in  St.  P^tersburgh,  with  whom  I 
had  no  connfexion,  have  now  changed  their  sentiments  in  regard 
to  me,  give  me  tjipir  esteem,  and  regret  my  departure. 

CONCLUSION.       . 

*^  The  art^  of  war  deserves  the  exclusive  attention  of  those 
who  are  to  be  engaged  ip  it ;  and  military  science  is  only  acqui- 
red by  dint  of  study,  of  reflections,  and  of  combinations.     This 


**=  The  last  of  the  Piiees  Justi/icativeB  is  a  certificate  from  his  secretary,  Dmitrefiaky, 
that  the  rear  admfavl  had  never  receired  the  appointments  belongini^  to  Jiis  grads,  nor 
money  for  the;ezpenses  of  his  family,  soite,  servants,  table,  dbc  nor  ibrtboee  i 
Ins  joomey,  lafter  his  ^^call  from  the  Liman. 
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stody,  oommenced  at  an-  e^tlf  seasoir,  cotlMaintl^  fbllowed  up 
during,  lifey  and  idded  by^eontinued  expemnee^  Will  hardly  ble^ 
come  familiar  in  all. ito  parts  to  him  who  pttrsnes  it.  Sottie 
occasion  will  infallibly  happen,  when  pungent  regrets  for  having 
aegleoeed  to  obtain  instruction,  will  be  felt  in  all  their  force,  by 
htm,  who,  being  cterged  with  an  impoitant  operation,  is'  obliged 
to  confess  to  Inmswlf  4iis  own  incapacity  to  execute  it.  Il^he  time 
hms  gone  by  for  begiflning  to  attend  to  duch  study,  whien  he  has 
unftrtunately  been  promoted  16  a  command.  Birth,  patronage, 
acdicitation,  intr^ue,  sometimes  win  employment  and  rank ;  but 
%hey  do  not  secure  success  and  credit. 

^  As  the  profession  of  arm?  is  so  honourable,  iind  those  who 
liokl  cooraoands  acquire  a  reputation  at  once  s6  brilliant  and  so 
adid  when  they  discharge  their  duties  worthily  ;  and  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  nothing  is  so  disgraceful  as  a  repulse  received  in 
war,.through.our  own  fault;  with  what  ardour  should  not  o{^ 
fieer9  who  have  any  passion  for  true  glory,  seek  to  provide  them- 
gelvee  Abundantly  veith  all  the  variety  of  knowledge,  which  may, 
sooae  day,  put  them  in  the  way  of  becomit^  distinguished  ? 

**  Courage  adone,  will  not  lead  to  renown,  as  many  fondly 
believe.  *The  road  would  be  too  easy.  The  fate  of  courage, 
devoid  of  the  lights  which  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the 
art  coBimnnicates,  is,  to  be  igndrant  of  danger,  to  confront  it, 
and  to  parish  to  no  purpose ;  often  even  without  the  satisfao- 
tion,  in  perishing,  of  knc^wing  that  the  manner  of  its  fall  was 
intrispid. 

^^  It  would  appear  that  the  study  of  an  art,  of  which  all  the 
datails  are  so  interesting,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  connected 
wkb  an  infinite  number  of  facts  naturally  exciting  quick  curiosity, 
die  principles  of  which  are  scattered  through  the  histories  of  all 
nations,  must  have  inspiring  attractions  for  those  who  de- 
sire to  rise  in  their  professiop  as  high  as  they  are  permitted  to 
hope  for,  and  a  taste  for  it,  which  cailnot  but  redound  to  their 
advantage,  by  conducting  them,  through  the  true  path,  to  the 
promotion  they  covet*  Such  promotion  cannot  be  flattering  to 
men  of  sense,  unless  they  have  the  ratisfactton  of  knowing  that 
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they  d6«6rTie4  ^ }  apd  tlAleossoioiiBnen  is,  of  itself*  soffioeat 
to  console  thcMie,  whose  success  cahratnialors  iiave«ade  it  tbeir 
bustoess  to  prev^sot.'' 


Thus  ends  the  rear  admir^J^s  own  a^^CQunt  of  what  beM  hia 
in  the  course  of  his  eqgflgement ,  in  ^be  .Russian  serrioa.  -  ffis- 
torical  illustrations, or  speculative  coaunents  are  not  damandefl 
in  this  volume*  The  rea^i:  .will  most  readily  find  an  cS^uM 
and  probably  gn^hio  sketch  of  the  prinoe  of  IVassau,  in  the  Me- 
moir^ and  Recollections  of  Count  Segur^  .  Jb:  taflies  weD  with 
the  idea  of  his  character  thrown  oat  by  flBr^^Liltlepage,  in  his 
letters,  which  have  been  cited*  Jones  accus^s  him  of  4t  want  of 
courage*  .Personal  timidity  seems  to  have  beei^  jmpiied  in  tha 
charge ;  but  Jthis  was  not  his  weakness*  A  soldier  of  fertuae, 
he  was  ^nouipbered  with  the^iride  belonging  to  birth  and  title ; 
and  while  he  sought  for  the  command  of  fleets,  he  wantedacienes 
and  moral  energy*  It  may  not  be  a  hyperbole,  whcn.Jeaes 
says,  that  though  he  had  sailed  round  the  v^orld*  he  did  net  m- 
derstand  the  points  of  the  compiisSf  He  is  stated  to  have 
solicited  ai\d  obtained  his  recall  from  his  ooaunand  in  the 
Liman,  previously  to  the  dismissal  of  Jones^  in  conse^uenoe  sf 
taunts  thrown  out  by  Potemkin*      .      - 

Potemkin's  cbaraoter  belongs  to  history.  Yariow  as  the 
portraits  are  which  have  been  drawn  of  it,  the  reiader  of  leaas' 
own  narrative  will  .find  in  it  sufficient  cfiuse  of  provooatMNii>  to 
account  for  the  conduct  of  that  imperious  and  qM>iled  eon 
mander*  He  was  not  ac<mstomed  to  receiving  aigunieots 
instead  of  obedience ;  and  would  rather  have  lost  i|n  hnpcnrtattt 
advantage  to  the  en^jrire  than  tolerated  cQntradiclioaof  his  own 
pleasure.  It  is  a  question  whether  what  seemed  nobk  in  hii 
character  belonged  to  its  elements,  or  was  put  on  with  his  nettt- 
ness,  as  an  extraneous  luxury.  He  closed  his  life  tte  a 
changelmg,  and  a  drivelling  idiot. 


In  the  notes  subjoined  to  the  campaign  of  the  Liman,  the 
papers  annexed  hf  the  admiml  have  aiane  been  dted.    It  is 
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neceasary  to  r^er  back,  ita  point  of  time,  to  some  portiotM  of  his 
Gorreapondence  during  this  period,  and  to  exjdain  other  parts  of 
his  narrative  more  at  large. 

There  are  a  few  letters  from  the  rear  admural  to  Potemkin, 
not  inserted  among  the  Pieces  JustificoHveSy  as  arranged  bjr  him- 
self} and  which  he  did  not  therefore  attach  consequence  to,  as 
vou<)hers  for  the  accuracy  of  his  statements;     Their  substance 
being  stated  in  the  Journal,  we  shall  not  introduce  them.  When 
Mr.  Littlepage  left  the  Liman,  the  rear  admiral  despatched 
tetters  by  him  to  Mr.  Jefierson.     He  was  uncertain,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  them,  whether  those  last  addressed  by  him  to  the 
same  gentlemmi,  firom  Copenhagen,  had  been  received.    The 
anxiety  he  expressed  about  some  of  the  features  of  the  American 
Constitutiony  shows  that  his  thoughts  turned  to  the  land  of  his 
adoption,  and  the  country  which  was  in  fact  his  own.    In  one 
of  these  letters  the  following  passage  occurs.     "  I  pray  you  to 
'mSorm  me,  if  you  possibly  can,  what  has  beoome  of  Mrs.  T 
I  am  astonished  to  have  heard  nothing  from  her  since  I  left 
Paris.    I  had  written  to  her  frequently,  before  I  left  Copen- 
hagen.   If  you  caraM)t  hear  of,  and  see  her,  you  will  oblige  me 
much  by  writing  a  note  to  Monsieur  Dubois,  Commi8sair,e  du 
Regiment  des  Guardes  Francais,  vis  k  vis  la  Rue  de  Vivienne, 
Rue  neuye  des  petits  Champs,  desiring  to  speak  with  him.  He 
viU  wait  on  you  immediately.  You  must  know,  that  besides  my 
owm  purse,  which  was  very  considerable,  I  was  good  natured, 
or,  if  you  please,  foolish  enough  to  borrow  for  her,  four  thousand 
four  hundred  livres.     Now  Mr.  Dubois  knows  that  transaction, 
and  as  she  received  the  money  entire  from  me  for  the  reim- 
bursement, I  wish  to  kiiow  if  she  has  acquitted  the  debt  f  When 
that  affair  is  cleared  up,  I  shall  be  better  able  to  ju<^e  <^the 
rest.'* 

This  extract  is  inlxoduced  for  a  twofokl  reason.  In  the  first 
plaoe,  Jcmes  would  not  have  written  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in  relation 
to  his  transactions  with  a  lady  of  loose  reputation.  In  the 
second,  it  has  been  previously  stated,  that  no  traces  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  Madame  T  were  found  after  I^s  last 
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letter  from  America.  This  lady,  as  the  editor  is  informed,  ur 
not  to  be  confounded  with  Madame  Tellison,  spoken  of  in  some 
of  the  biographies  of  Jones. 

In  the  same  letters,  he  requested  that  his  bust  might  be  for- 
warded to  several  persons  in  America,  to  whom  he  had  pro- 
mised it  should  be  transmitted.  This  bust,  according  to  Baron 
Grimm,  was  executed  at  the  request  of  the  Lodge  of  Nine  Sif- 
ters, of  which  Jones  was  a  member.  The  gentlemen  to  whom 
he  desired  that  casts  might  be  forwarded,  were,  '^  General  St. 
Clair,  and  Mr.  Ross,  of  Philadelphia ;  Mr.  John  Jay,  General 
Irvine,  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson,  and  Colonel  Wadswortb,  of 
New  York;  Mr.  J.  Madison,  and  Colonel  Carrington,  of 
Virginia." 

.  He  also  requested  that  four  gold  medals  might  be  struck  for 
him,  firom  the  die  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  executed,  in  honour 
of  his  services.  ''  I  must,"  he  said,  '^  present  one  to  the  United 
States,  another  to  the  king  of  France,  and  I  cannot  do  less  than 
offer  one  to  the  empress.  As  yon  will  keep  the  dies  for  me,  it 
is  my  intention  to  have  some  more  gold  medals  struck  ;  there- 
fore I  beg  you,  in  the  mean  time,  not  to  permit  the  striking  of  a 
single  silver  or  copper  medal." 

In  the  same  letters,  dated  on  the  9th  of  September,  (N.  S.) 
he  speaks  doubtingly  of  the  manner  in  which  his  situation  m  the 
Russian  service  might  terminate.  Clinging  to  the  glory  already 
gained,  and  the  nobler  triumphs  already  won,  he  seems  to  have 
been  more  interested  about  the  reception  of  one  of  his  journals 
by  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles  Letters,  and  the 
designs  of  medals  executed  in  wax  commemorating  his  naval 
victories,  than  in  the  progress  of  the  empress's  arms.  On 
the  latter  subject,  however,  it  was  not  proper  for  him  to  speak 
in  these  communications. 

Jones  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh  on  the  28th  December, 
after  being  detained  at  St.  Elizabeth  by  the  indisposition  which 
he  mentions,  and  on  the  day  foHowing  addressed  the  Compte  de 
Morminoff*,  desiring  as  early  an  opportunity  as  possible  of  pre- 
senting Potemkin's  letter,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  to  the 
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empress.  This  cdmmunication  is  noticed,  as  it  is  preserved 
among  his  papers.  It  is  written  strictly  selon  le$  regies^  and 
speaks  of  his  eternal  gratitude  to  her  majesty,  &c.  In  January 
following,  while  writing,  with  probably  no  hope,  on  the  promise 
of  the  Count  Besborodko,  that  he  should  have  a  command  of 
more  importance  than  that  of  the  fleet  of  the  Black  Sea,  we  find 
him  congratulating  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  adoption  of  the  Ame- 
rican Constitution,  and  anticipating  from  it^the  establishment 
of  a  marine  force.  The  castigation  of  the  Algerines  was  the 
foremost  subject  which  occupied  his  mind.  ''If,"  he  said, 
^*  there  is  still  a  disposition  to  send  a  force  against  the  Algerines, 
would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  this 
country,  and  make  the  war  a  common  cause  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. The  Turks  and  Algerines  are  together,  and  acted  in 
conjunction  against  us  before  Oczacoff.  A  treaty  might  now 
be  concluded,  per mkting  her  imperial  majesty  to  enlist  seamen 
in  America,  and  assuring  to  America  after  the  peace,  a  free 
navigation  to  and  from  the  Black  Sea.  If  you  approve  of  this 
idea  in  general,  various  other  things  will  necessarily  be  engrafted 
in  th^  treaty,  and  I  flatter  myself  I  may  obtain  the  command  of 
the  force  destined  to  act  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the  United 
States." 

Xwo  letters  from  him  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  on  this  theme,  are 

preserved,  and,  as  has  been  seen  by  bis  journal,  he  presented  at 

the  time  to  the  Vice  Chancellor  Ostermann  a  project  of  a  eom- 

me  rcial  treaty,  and  had  a  conversation  with  Potemkin  on  the 

subject. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  an  infamous  conspiracy  to  ruin  his  cha- 
racter was  got  up,,  and  might  have  been  successful,  had  not  the 
friends  of  Jones  assisted  him  with  earnestness,  in  exposing  the 
falsehood  of  the  charges  attempted  to  be  fastened  on  him.  The 
nature  of  these  charges,  ^ith  the  history  of  the  persecution  raised 
upon  them,  will  be  found  in  the  following  letter  to  Potemkin.  Who 
its  authors  were  can  never  be  known.  Both  Count  Segur  and 
Jones  unhesitatingly  ascribe  it  to  English  officers  in  the  Russian 
navy,  and  the  English  merchants.     It  was  the  most  natural 
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suppositioii)  in  the  absence  of  all  potitiTe  proof;  but  it  wm  « 
Mif^HMtition  only. 

Rear  Admiral  Paul  Jones  to  Prince  Poiemkin, 

**  SU  Patenbnrgb,  13th  Apdl,  1780. 

<  My  Lord— >HaTing  bad  the  advantage  to  serve  under 
your  orders,  and  in  your  sight,  I  remember,  with  pariieular 
satisfaction,  the  kind  promises  cmd  testimonie&of  your  lTieiid-> 
ship  with  which  you  have  honoured  me.  As  I  have  served  all 
my  life  for  honour,  I  h$id  no  other  motive  for  accepting  the  iat- 
tering  invitation  of  her  imperial  majesty,  ^han  a  laudable 
ambition  to  distinguish  myself  in  the  service  of  a  sovereign  so 
magnanimous  and  illustrious ;  for  I  never  yet  have  bent  the 
knee  to  self-4nterest,  nor  drawn  my  sword  for  hire.  A  few  days 
ago  I  thought  myself  <Nie  of  the  happiest  men  in  the  empire ! 
Your  highness  had  renewed  -to  me  your  promise  of  friendsliip, 
and  the  empress  had  assigned  me  a  command  of  a  nature  to 
occupy  the  most  active  and  enterprising  genius. 

^^  A  bad  woman  has  accused  me  of  violating  her  daughter ! 
If  she  had  told  the  truth,  I  should  have  candour  enough  to  own 
it,  and  would  trust  my  honour,  which  is  a  thousand  times  dearer 
to  me  than  my  hfe,  to  the  mercy  of  the  empress.^  I  declare, 
with  an  assurance  becoming  a  military  character,  that  I  am  in- 
nocent. Till  that  unhappy  moment,  I  have  enjoyed  the  puUie 
esteem,  and  the  affisction  of  all  who  knew  me.  Shall  it  be  said 
that  in  Russia  a  wretched  woman,  who  eloped  from  her  hmAmtd 
and  famibf  in  the  country,  ttole  away  her  daughter ^  lives  here  in 
a  house  of  bad  fame,  and  leads  a  debauched  and  adulterous  life, 
has  found  credit  enough  on  a  simple  complaint,  unsupported  bg 
any  proofs  to  afifect  the  honour  of  a  general  officer  of  reputation, 
who  has  f^erited  and  received  the  decorations  of  America,  of 
France,  and  of  this  empire  f 

*'  If  I  bad  been  favoured  with  the  least  intimation  of  a 
complaint  of  that  nature  having  found  its  way  to  the  sove- 
reign, I  know  too  well  what  bebngs  to  delicacy  to  have  pre- 
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sented  myself  in  the  presence  of  the  empress  before  my 
justification. 

**  Mj  senrant  was  kept  pnsoner  by  the  officers  of  police  for 
several  hours,  two  days  successively,  and  threatened  with  the 
knout. 

**  After  the  examination  of  my  people  before  the  police,  I  sent 
for  and  employed  Monsieur  Crintpin  as  my  adyocate«  As  the 
mother  had  addressed  herself  to  him  before  to  plead  her  cause, 
she  naturally  spoke  to  him  without  reserve,  and  h^  learned  from 
her  a  number  of  important  focts,  among  others,  that  she  vras 
counselled  and  supported  by  a  distinguished  man  of  the  court. 

^  By  the  certificate  of  the  father,  attested  by  the  pastor  of  the 
colony,  the  daughter  is  sevaral  years  older  than  is  expressed  in 
the  complaint.  And  the  complaint  oont^s  various  other  paints 
equally  false  and  easy  to  be  refuted.  For  instance,  there  is  a 
conversation  I  am  said  to  have  held  with  the  daughter  in  the 
Russian  language,  of  which  no  person  ever  heard  me  pronounce 
two  words  together :  it  is  unknown  to  me. 

^*  I  thought  that  in  every  country  a  man  accused  had  a  right 
to  employ  advocates,  and  to  avail  himself  of  his  friends  for  his 
ju8tificatioii«  J«dge,  my  prince,^  of  my  astonishment  and  dis 
tress  of  mind,  when  I  yesterday  was  informed  that  the  day 
before,  the  governor  of  the  city  had  sent  for  ray  advocate,  and 
forbidden  Aim,  at  his  peril,  or  any  other  person,  to  meddle  with 
my  cause  ! 

^'  I  am  innocent  before  Ood!  and  my  conscience  knows  no 
reproach.  The  complaint  brought  against  n^e  is  an  infomous 
lie,  and  there  is  no  circumstance  that  gives  it  even  an  air  of 
probability. 

'^  I  address  myself  to  you  with  confidence,  my  pfince,  and 
am  assured  thM  Uie  friendship  you  have  so  kindly  promised  me 
will  be  immediately  exerted  in  my  favour ;  and  that  you  will  not 
suffer  the  illustrious  sover^gn  of  this  great  empire  to  be  misled 
by  the  false  insinuations  and  secret  cabals  of  my  hidden  enemies. 
Your  mind  will  find  more  true  pleasure  in  pleading  the  rause 
of  an  iiinocent  man  whom  you  honoiir  with  your  fHendsbtp^ 
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tlmn  can  result  from  other  victoriee  equally  glorious  with  that 
of  Oczakow,  which  will  always  rank  among  the  most  brilliant 
of  military  achievements.  If  your  hi^ness  will  condescend  to 
question  Monsieur  Crimpin,  (for  he  dare  not  now  even  speak  to 
me,)  he  can  tell  you  many  circumstances  which  will  elucidate  my 
innocence.  I  am,  with  profound  respect,  my  lord,  your  high- 
nesses devoted  and  most  obedient  servant,"  &c.  &c. 

The  following  were  the  exculpatory  documents  which  Jones 
Was  enabled  to  procure  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

*^  I  certify,  that  tny  wife,  Fredrica  Sophia  Kokswarthen,  has 
left  me  without  any  reason  i  that  she  has  been  living  in  the  city 
with  a  jroung  man ;  and  that  she  has  clandestinely,  and  against 
my  will,  taken  away  my  daughter  Catharine  Charlotte,  wb^ 
is  now  living  with  her.  * 

^^  Stephen  Koltzwarthen. 

"  Santowka,  7th  AprO,  1789." 

*^  I  certify,  that  this  is  the  free  and  voluntary  declaration  of 
Stephen  Koltzwarthen,  and  that  it  is  he  who  has  signed  it. 

''6.  Beaun,  Piuiar. 

Santowka,  7th  of  April,  1789." 

"  I  certify  that  my  daughter  is  twelve  years  of  age. 

"  Stephen  Koltzwarthsii. 

Santowka,  7Ui  April,  1789."  • 

*^  I  certify,  that  Stephen  Koltzwarthen  has  signed  what  is 
above  written. 

«G.  Braun,  Pa*w-" 

''  DedamUm  of  the  Potior  Lamp  of  SU  Petenburgk. 

^*  I  certify,  that  the  name  of  Koltzwarthen  does  not  at  present 
appear  in  the  roll  of  those  in  the  communion  of  the  church,  and 
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that,  preyioitf  to  the  day  when  she  came  to  my  house  about  the 
affair  of  her  daughter,  I  had  iie?er  seen  berl 

«  J.  Lamp,  PaHar.'' 

Count  de  Segur,  who  was  certainly  a  warm  and  disinterested 
friend  of  Jones,  has  giren  a  narrative  of  this  afiUr,  overwrought 
in  most  particulars,  egotistical  in  many,  and  in  some  not  very  ma- 
terial points  incorrect,  as  appears  from  the  statements  of  Jones 
himself.  Those  who  have  perused  the  count's  reminiscences 
wiltbe  at  no  loss  to  account  for  the  colouring  given  to  this  par- 
ticular transaction,  as  it  is  the  same  thrown  over  many  others, 
by  that  worthy  and  self-complacent,  and  not  uninteresting  wri- 
ter.    He  says : 

^*  The  American  rear  admiral  was  favourably  welcomed  at 
eourt ;  often  invited  to  dinner  by  the  empress,  and  received  with 
distinction  into  the  best  society  in  the  city  ;  on  a  sudden,  Catha- 
rine commanded  him  to  ajqiear  no  more  in  her  presence. 

*'  He  was  informed  that  he  was  accused  of  an*  infamous  crime ; 
of  assaulting  a  young  girl  of  fourteen,  of  grossly  violating  her ; 
and  that  probably,  after  some  preliminary  information,  he  would 
be  tried  by  the  courts  of  admiralty,  in  which  there  were  many 
JSnglish  officers,  who  were  strongly  prejudiced  against  him. 

'^  As  soon  as  this  order  was  known,  every  one  abandoned 
the  unhappy  American ;  no  one  spoke  to  him,  people  avoided 
saluting  him,  and  every  door  was  shut  against  him.  All  those 
by  whom  but  yeifterday  he  had  been  eagerly  welcomed,  now 
fled  from  him  as  if  he  had  been  infected  with  a  plague ;  besides, 
no  advocate  would  tak^  charge  of  his  cause,  and  no  public  man 
would  consent  to  listen  to  him  ^  at  last  even  his  servants  would 
not  cpntinue  in  his  service ;  and  Paul  Jones,  whose  ezfrfoits 
every  one  had  so  recently  been  ready  to  proclaim,  and  whose 
friendship  had  been  sought  after,  Ibund  himself  alone  in  the 
midst  of  an  immense  population :  Petersburgh,  a  great  capital, 
became  to  him  a  desert. 

**  I  went  to  see  him ;  he  was  moved  even  to  tears  by  my  visit. 
'  I  was  unwilling,'  he  said  to  me,  shaking  me  by  the  hand,  *  to 
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knodc  at  jour  doQr^8IMl  to  expoM  mj^K  to  afreib  nMtom/t^ 
which  would  have  hbm  more  cultkig  than  all  the  real.  I  have 
braved  death  a  thouiaad  times,  now  I  wish  for  it.'  His  appear- 
ance, his  arms  being  laid  upon  the  table,  made  me*  suspect  some 
dei^rate  intention. 

'' '  Resume,'  I  aaid  to  him,  ^  your  compomire  and  youf  courage. 
Do  you  not  know  that  human  life,  like  the  sea,  has  its  storass, 
and  that  fortune  ia  even  naore  capricious  than  the  wmdsf  If^  as 
I  kapOf  you  are  innocent,  brave  this  sudden  tempest ;  if,  unhap- 
pi^,  you  are  guiky^  confess  it  to  me  with  unreserved  frankness, 
and  I  will  do  every  thing  I  can  to  snatch  yoa,hgr  a  sudden  fliglit, 
from  the  danger  which  threatens  yoii.' 

*'  *  I  swear  to  you  upon  my  honour,'  said  he,  ^  that  I  am  in- 
nocent, and  a  victim  of  the  moat  infiunous  caktmny*  Thie  is 
the  truth.  Some  days  since  a  young  girl  came  to  me  in  dw 
morning,  to  ask  me  if  I  could  give  her  some  Unen  or  lace  to 
mend.  She  then  indulged  in  some  rather  earnest  and  indecent 
allurements.  Astonished  at  so  much  boldness  in  one  of  such 
few  years,  I  felt  compassion  for  her ;  I  advised  her  not  to  enter 
upon  so  vile  a  career,  gave  her  some  money,  and  dismissed  her; 
but  she  was  determined  to  remain.      ' 

"  <  Impatient  at  this  resistance,  I  took  her  by  the  hand  and 
led  her  to  the  door;  but^at  the  instant  when  the  door  was 
opened^  the  little  profligate  tore  her  sleeves  and  her  nedE^ker- 
chief,  raised  great  cries,  compluned  that  I  had  assaulted  her, 
and  threw  herself  into  the  arms  of  an  eM  woman,  whom  she 
called  her  motlKr,  and  who,  certainly,  was  not  brought  there 
by  chanoe.  The  mother  and  the  daughter  raised  the  house 
with  th^  cries,  went  out,  and  denounced  me ;  and  now  yea 
know  all.' 

"  'Very  well,'  said  I, '  but  cannot  you  learn  the  names  of 
thoselidventurers?'  *  The  porter  knows  them,'  he  replied.  ^Here 
are  their  names  written  down,  but  I  do  not  know  where  they  Kve. 
I  was  desirous  of  immediately  presenting  a  memorial  about 
this  ridiculous  affair,  first  to  the  minister,  and  then  to  the  em- 
press $  but  I  have  been  interdicted  from  access  to  both  of  them.' 


*CU?4  OMl  :lbe;  paper/ 1  aaidi  *t9m^e  ywaueenMrnfiilRttn- 
nm»l  be  oomlbrt^,;  let  me  undertake  it;  in  a  Abort  time  wd 
aballnieet  agaia.' 

<*  As  sooD  as  I  iiad  returned  bome^  I  directed  some  sb^rp  and 
lAtdUg^at  agents,  wbo  were  devoted  to  me,  to  get  informatiok 
r^isfieetiiig  tbese  suspeeted  females,  and  to  find  out  wbat  was 
tjbeir  mode  of  life.  I  was  not  long  in  learning  tbat  tbe  old  wo^ 
iiMa  was  in  tbe  babit  of  ^carrying  on  a  vile  traffic  ill  young  girisy 
wbom  sbe  passed  off  as  ber  daugbters. 

'^  Wh€»i  I  was  furnisbed  with. all  the  documents  and  attesta- 
tions lor  which  I  had  occasion,- 1  hastened  to  show  them  to 
Paul  JcMies.  *  You  have  nothing  more  to  fear/  said  I ;  *  the 
wretches  are  unmasked.  It  is  only  necessary  to  open  the  ^yeii 
of  the  empress,  and  let  ber  see  bow  unworthily  she  has  hfsen 
deceived ;  but  this  is  not  so  very  easy  :  truth  encounters  a  mul- 
titude of  people  at  the  doors  of  a  palace,  wbo  are  very  clever 
in  arresting  its  progress ;  and  sealed  letters  are^  of  all  others, 
those  which  are  intercepted  with  the  greatest  art  and  care« 
Nevertheless,  I  know  that  tbe  empress,  wbo  is  not  ignovaM-  of 
this,  has  directed,  under  very  heavy  penidties,  that  no  one  s^l 
detain  on  tbe  way  any  letters  which  are  addressed  to  ber  per- 
sonally, and  which  may  be  sent  to  ber  by  post ;  therefore,  here 
is  a  very  long  letter  which  I  have  writtQ^  to  ber  in  your  naiqe ; 
nothing  of  tbe  detail  is  omitted,  although  it  contains  some  rough 
expressions.  I  am  sorry  for  tbe  empress;  but  since  sbe  beard 
and  gave  credit  to  a  calumny,  it  is  but  right  tbat  sbe  should  read 
the  justification  with  patience.  Copy  this  letter,  sign  it,  and  I 
will  take  charge  of  it ;  I  will  send  some  one  to  put  it  in  the 
post  at  tbe  nearest  town.  Take  courage ;  believe  me,  your 
triumph  is  not  doubtful.' 

*'  In  fact,  tbe  letter  was  sent  and  put  in  tbe  post ;  tbe  em- 
press received  it;  and,  after  having  read  this  memorial,  which 
was  fully  explanatory,  and  accompanied  by  undeniable  attesta- 
tions, sbe  inveighed  bitterly  against  tbe  informers,  revoked  her 
rigorous  orders,  recalled  Paul  Jones  to  court,  and  recced  him 
with  her  usual  kindness. 
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'<  Tbfti  brare  <fleaman  enjoyed  With  a  beecmiittg  pride  a  repa?- 
ration  whidi  was  due  to  him ;  bat  he  trusted  Tery  Kttle  t6  the 
compliments  that  were  unblushingly  heaped  upon  him  by  the 
many  persons  who  had  fled  from  him  in  his  disgraoe ;  and, 
shortly  afterwards,  disgusted  with  a  country  where  the  fortune 
of  a  mannnay  be  exposed  to  such  humiliations,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  ill  healthy  he  asked  leave  of  the  empress  to  retire,  whith 
she  granted  him,  as  well  as  an  honourable  order  and  a  suitable 
pension. 

*<  He  took  leave,  after  having  expressed  to  me  his  gratitude 
for  the  service  which  I  had  rendered  him ;  and  his  respect  for 
the  sovereign,  who,  although  she  might  be  led  into  an  error, 
knew  at  least  how  to  make  an  honourable  reparation  for  a  fault 
and  an  act  of  injustice." 

Whether  the  letter  which  Jones  really  did  address  to  the  em- 
press was  framed  from  the  draft  presented  to  him  by  the  count, 
or  was  purely  original,  cannot  be  known.  It  certainly  was  not 
a  eopy  of  that  draft,  and  bears  every  mark  of  being  his  own  com- 
position, in  matter  as  well  as  manner.  It  was  as  follows.  (The 
original  is  in  French.) 

"  St.  Petersburgh,  May  17,  1789. 

'*  Madam — ^I  have  never  served  but  for  honour,  I  have  never 
sought  but  glory,  and  f  believed  I  was  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
both,  when  I  accepted  the  offers  made  me  on  the  part  of  your 
majesty,  of  entering  into  your  service.  I  was  in  America  when 
M.  de  Simolin,  through  Mr.  Jefferson,  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  caused  a  proposition  to  be  made*  to  me,  in  the 


*  **  M^afaU  propoMeft"  in  the  original.  The  phrase  admitfl  yeiy  easily  of  the  in- 
ference, that  the  propoaition  was  not  commnoicatedto  Jones,  nntil  he  arrived  at  Paris, 
in  relation  to  which  point,  some  observations  have  been  made  in  p^evions  pages.  On 
receiving  this  commnnication  from  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  snbseqaetat|y  conferring  with 
Messrs.  Littlepage  and  Simolin,  he  would  have  proceeded  lo.St.  Petersbexgh  imme- 
diately to  be  informed  of  the  tenor  of  the  offer,  if  he  had  not  been  intrusted  with  the 
application  to  the  court  of  Denmark.  This  explanation  is  given,  becanse  needleei 
criticisms  have  appeared  in  print,  accusing  him  of  a  sort  of  flirtaMon  with  proposals, 
which  he  had  made  up  his  mind  from  the  beginning  to  accept* 


naine  of  your  nu^eily,  to  t^e  commaad  in  chief  of  the  maritii^e 
forces  in  the  Black  Sea,  which  were  intended  to  act  against  tbe 
Turks.    I  sacrificed  my  dearest  interests  to  accept  an  invitation 
so  flattering,  and  I  would  have  reached  you  instaqtiy  if  the 
United  States  had  not  intrusted  me  w^h  a  special  commission 
to  Denmark.  Of  this  I  acquitted  myself  faithfully  and  promptly. 
I  passed  into  Sweden,  with  a  view  of  reaching  Abo;  but  the 
entrance  of  that  port,  as  well  as  the  whole  coast  of  Finland,  was 
locked  up  by  the  ice.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  hearkened 
only  to  my  zeal,  threw  myself  into  a  small  and  frail  shallop^ 
undecked,  with  some  inexperienced  peasants,  whom  my  en- 
treaties, menaces,  and  money,  associated  in  my  destiny,  in  a 
manner  unexampled ;  and  after  a  thousand  dangers  I  arrived  at 
Revel.  The  distinguished  reception  which  your  mcyesty  deigne4 
to  grant  me,  the  kindness  with  which  you  loaded  me,  indemni* 
fied  me  for  the  dangers  to  which  I  had  exposed  myself  for  yowT 
service,  and  inspired  me  with  the  most  ardent  desire  (o  encoun- 
ter more.     But  knowiitg  mankind,  and  aware  that  the  fate  of 
those  persons  whom  their  superiors  distinguish  and  protect  i^  tQ 
be  ever  the  objects  of  jealousy  and  envy  to  the  worthless,  I  b^ 
sought  your  majesty  never  to  condemn  me  unheard.     You  con^ 
descended  to  give  me  that  promise,  and  I  set  out  with  a  mind  as 
tranquil  as  my  heart  was  satisfied. 

*'  In  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  I  found  thipgs  in  the  most 
critical  condition.  The  most  imminent  danger  threatened  us, 
and  our  means  were  feeble.  Nevertheless,  supported  by  the 
love  which  all  your  subjects  bear  to  your  majesty,  by  their 
'  courage,  by  the  ability  and  foresight  of  the  chief  who  led  us,  and 
by  the  Providence  which  has  ahvays  favoured  the  arms  of  yo^r 
majesty,  we  beat  your  enemies,  and  your  flag  was  covered  with 
fresh  laurels. 

"  I  would  not  notice,  madam,  what  I  then  achieved,  if  Prince 
Potemkin  bad  not  taken  distinguished  notice  of  my  services,  and 
given  me  reiterated  thanlcs,  both  in  speech  and  writing ;  and  if 
your  majesty,  informed  by  the  prince  marshal  of  my  conduct  in 
the  first  affair  which  took  place  on  the  Liman,  had  not  invested 
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Wne  witb  the  hddour&Ue  badge  of  the  order  of  "Si.  Anne.  Since 
tliat  period,  though  I  have  b6en  circumscribed  by  the  limits  of 
itoy  instructions,  I  have  committed  no  professional  error  ;  1  have 
often  exposed  myself  to  personal  danger,  and  I  have  even 
looped  to  sacrifice  my-  personal  feelings  and  interests  to  my 
devotion  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  I  received  orders  to  return  to 
coart,'as  your  majesty  intended  to  employ  me  in  the  North  Seas, 
and  I  brought  with  me  a  letter  fr6m  ftince  Potemkin  for  your 
iteajesty,  in  vi^hich  he  mentioned  my  zeal  and  the  usefukiess  of 
ttij  services.  I  had  the  honour  to  present  it,  and  M.  le  Comte 
de  Besborodko  acquainted  me  that  a  command  of  greater  im- 
^rtance  than  that  of  the  l^lack  Sea,  and  fitted  for  the  display 
bf  the  most  active  and  intelligent  talent,  was  intended  for  me. 
Such  Was  my  situation,  when,  upon  the  mere  accusation  of  a 
6rime,  the  very  idea  of  which  wounds  my  delicacy,  I  found  my- 
self driven  from  court,  deprived  of  the  good  opinion  of^  your 
iliajesty,  and  forced  to  employ  the  time  which  I  wish  to  devote 
Vothe  defence  of  your  empire  in  cleansing  from  myself  the  stains 
with  which  calumny  had  covered  me. 

^'  Condescend  to  believe,  madam,  that  if  I  had  received  the 
slightest  hint  that  a  complaint  of  such  a  nature  had  been  made 
against  me,  and  still  more,  that  it  had  come  to  your  majesty's 
knowledge,  I  know  too  well  what  is  owing  to  delicacy  to  have 
ventured  to  appear  before  you  till  I  was  completely  exculpated. 

'*  ttnderstanding  neither  the  laws,  the  language,  nor  the  forms 
o^  justice  of  this  country,  I  needed  an  advocate,  and  obtained 
one ;  but,  whether  from  terror  or  intimidation,  he  stopped  short 
all  at  once,  and  durst  not  undertake  my  defence,  though  con- 
vinced of  the  justice  of  my  cause.  But  truth  may  always  venture 
to  show  itself  alone  and  unsupported  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of 
your  majesty.  I  have  not  hesitated  to  labour  unaided  for  my 
own  vindication  ;  1  have  collected  proofs  ;  and  if  such  details 
might  appear  under  the  eyes  of  your  majesty,  I  would  present 
them ;  but  if  your  maj^ty  will  deign  to  o^der  some  person  to 
examine  them,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  which  will  be  made,. 
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that  my  crime  in  a  fiction,  invented  by  the  cupidity  of  a  Mnretch^ 
woman,  whose  avarice  has  been  countenanced,  perhaps  incited, 
by  the  maKce  of  my  nameroas  eniemies.  Her  husband  has 
himself  certified  and  attested  to  her  infamous  conduct.  His 
signature  is  in  my  hands,  and  the  pastor,  Braun,  of  the  district, 
has  assured  me,  that  if  the  college  of  justice  will  give  him  an 
order  to  this  eflfect,  he  will  obtain  an  attestation  from  the  coun- 
try peo(de  that  the  mother  of  the  girl  referred  to,  is  known 
among  them  as  a  wretch  absolutely  unworthy  of  beKef. 
•  **  Take  a  sddier^s  word,  madam  ;  believe  aii  oflicer  whom 
two  great  nations  esteem,  and  who  has  been  honoured  with  flat* 
tertng  marks  of  their  approbation,  (of  whidi  your  majesty  will 
soon  receive  a  direct  proof  from  the  United  States,*)  I  am  in- 
nocent ;  and  if  I  were  guilty,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  make  a 
tendid  avowal  of  my  fauH,  and  to  commit  my  honour,  which  is 
a  thousand  times  dearer  to  me  than  my  life,  to  the  hands  of 
your  majesty. 

**  If  you  deign,  madam,  to  give  heed  to  this  declaration,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  heart  the  most  frank  and  loyal,  I  venture  fVom 
your  justice  to  expect  tM^  my  zeal  will  not  remain  longer 
in  shamefiil  and  humiHating  inaction.  Ik  has  been  Usefbl  to 
your  majesty,  and  may  again  be  so,  especially  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where,  with  insignificant  means,  I  will  undertake  to 
execute  most  important  operations,  the  plans  for  wKich  I  have 
meditated  long  and  deeply.  But  if  circumstances,  of  which  t 
am  ignorant,  do  not  admit  the  possibility  of  my  being  employed 
during  the  campaign,  I  hope  your  majesty  will  give  me  permis- 
sion to  return  to  France  or  America,  granting,  as  the  sole 
reward  of  the  services  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  render,  the 
h6pe  of  renewing  them  at  some  future  day. 

**  Nothing  has  been  or  will  be  able  to  change  or  efface  in  my 
heart  the  deep  feelings  of  devotedness  with  which  your  majesty 
has  inspired  me. 

*^  To  you,  madam,  I  am  personally  devoted.    I  would  rather 


*  RefeningtoaiMdaloidaradtobeitnickbjrCoiifreM. 
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have  my  bead  struck  off  than  see  those  ties  broken 
which  bind  me  to  your  service.  At  the  feet  of  your  majesty  I 
swear  to  be  ever  faithful  to  you,  as  well  as  to  the  empire,  of 
which  you  form  the  happiness,  the  ornament,  and  the  gkry. 
"  I  am,  with  the  most  profoupd  respect^  madam,"  &c. 

Count  Segur  is  wrong  in  stating  that  Jones  received  ekber 
an  order  or  a  pension.  Neither  baubles  nor  money  were  doled 
out  to  him,  and  all  he  did  obtain  was  an  honourable  leave 
of  absence,  at  his  own  cost.  The  nsalign  influence  eJidrted 
against  him  triumphed,  from  whatever  source  it  may  have  pro- 
ceeded. Of  what  this  source  was,  Jones  afterwards  received 
4ark  and  unsatisfactory  information,  which  will  be  mentioned 
presently.  The  order  of  St.  Annoj  the  only  one  which  he  re- 
ceived from  Russia  had  been  previously  awarded  to  htm,  and 
was  of  an  inferior  grade,  not  conferred  by  the  empress  heraeU^ 
directly.  The  empress  may  have  expressed  herself  in  the  terms 
mentioned  by  Count  Segur ;  but  as  he  dramatized  his  reooliec- 
tions  from  memory,  the  chances  are  oaarvellously  against  her 
having  done  so ;  nor  does  he  state  that  he  was  present  when  she 
sppke  on  the  subject^ or  had  other  authority  than  an'*  ojt  diL" 
His  diplomatic  situation,  however,  gives  such  authority  to  his 
statements,  that  thcgr  are  not  to  be  contnidicted  without  evidence. 

The  ninety-third  Piice  JmtificaUve  is  a  certificate  of  Dmit- 
reffsky,  who  had  served  as  secretary  and  interpreter  ^f  Jmies, 
dated  June  21st,  in  which  he  states,  that  "  his  excellency  had 
received  neither  the  appointments  b^k>|iging  to  his  rank,  nor 
money  for  the  expenses  of  his  servants  and  nece83ary  diahujrae- 
ments  in  his  official  capacity,  nor  any  allowance  for  his  table, 
during  the  campaign ;  and  that  when  he  received  orders  to  re- 
pair to  court,  previous  to  being  emplpynd  in  the  Black  Sea,  nc 
allowance  or  payment  was  made  to  him,  and  he  defrayed  the 
expense  from  his  own  purse."  The  date  of  this  certificfUe  shows, 
that  it  was  procured  with  a  view  of  niatung  some  settlement  at 
the  time,  with  the  Russian  government.  Jones  has  added  him- 
self, that  just  as  he  was  leaving  Copenhagen,  Baron  Krudiner 
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broihgilt  to  him  a  tkouiteiid  ducats^  *^  As/'*  be  says,"^!^ hacT 
resoiyed  to  visit  St  Petersburgh,  rather  to  prove  to  her  ikdperiiA) 
majesty  the  gratitude  fek  for  the  good  opinion  entertained  for 
me,  than  with  an  actuiJ  view  of  entering  into  her  service,  my 
deli<:aey  would  not  tolerate  the  idea  of  being  paid  foir  my  tra- 
velling expenses.  I  reused  the  money  several  times;  but  the 
baron  being  un#iMing  to  take  it  back,  I  was  compelled  to  take 
charge  of  it,  being  resolved  to  delivet  it  to  the  empress'  minis- 
ter, in  case  of  declining  the  service  offered  to  me*  I  used  my 
own  money  on  the  journey.  Her  majesty  directed  two  thousand 
ducats  to  be  given  to  me,  for  my  eqmpmen/.  But,  as  I  had  to 
buy  every  thing  for  my  journey  to  the  department  of  the  Black 
Sea,  and  for  my  table,  as  commandant,  when  I  arrived  there,  I 
had  cUsbursed  the  whole  amount  of  that  sum  before  the  end  of 
the  campaign;  and  when  I  received  her  miyesty's  orderf  te 
return  to  St.  Petersburgh,  to  be  employed  in  the  North  Sea,  I 
was  obliged  to  dispose  of  the  effects  I  had  remaining  for  a  tri- 
fling sum.  I  may  boldly  say,  that  I  have  done  nothing  from 
interested  motives.  It  was  clearly  in  my  power  to  have  mluie 
as  advantageous  a  bargain  as  the  other  strangers,  whose  ser* 
vices  Russia  has  mvoked ;  but  my  delicacy  did  not  allow  it  ;'and 
I  haid  too  much  confidence  in  the  magnanimi^  and  goodness  of 
her  imperial  majesty  to  deem  it  necessary ;  and  without  say- 
ing more  of  the  services  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  render  to 
her,  and  am  still  able  and  willing  to  render,  I  will  simply  add^ 
that.  I  would  not  re-attempt  my  passage  from  Gresselban  to 
Revel,  under  like  circumstances,  for  a  thousand  times  the  sum 
I  received  and  spent,  in  her  service." 

He  was  received  at  court,  in  consequence  of  hit  own  letter^  or 
on  the  representations  of  his  friends*  His  letters  to  Besborod- 
ko  will  show  how  far  he  obtained  favour.  Accustomed  to  the 
procrastinations  of  courts,  as  he  had  been,  his  was  not  ihe  tem- 
per that  could  endure  all  the  mortifications  described  by  Spen- 
cer ;  nor  was  the  court  of  Russia  one,  in  which  the  proeess  of 
tantaliiing  courtiers  out  of  favour  was  so  dUatory ;  vet  much 


^  ipaoy  oftbcfliii  tbe  sensitWe  pait  of  liU  nature^  mad^  hi 


"  To  lose  good  da^  that  might  be  better  speiit. 
To  waste  long  nights  in  pensive  discontent ; 
TV>  speed  to-day,  to  be  pat  baok  to-morrow, 
T\>  feed  on  lK>pB«  15  pine  with  fear  and  sorrow  T 

To  have  thy  pi^oe's  gnaoe,  yet  want  her  p|Rtt^ ; 

•       «*••••• 

To  fret  thy  sool  with  crosses  and  with  cares, 
T*  eat  thy  heart  with  eomiartlass  despairs.*' 

'^nkU  Excdlemy  Count  BeAorc^hofrom  Rear  Admiral 
PatdJami. 

*' St  Petersbargh,  84th  Jane,  1789.  (N.  S.) 
*^8lR— When  I  had  the  honour  to  see  your  excellency 
l&stiireek,  you  was  pleased  to  promise,  that  in  two  days  I 
would  be  made  acquainted  with  the  ulterior  intention  of  her 
majesty,  whether  to  gire  me  a  command,  or  a  temporary  leare 
of  absctoee.*  No  doubt  ihiportant  affairs  have  occasioned  this 
sligfat  delay.  Yon  wBI,  I  hope,  have  the  goodness  to  permit 
me  to  present  mjrself  at  your  hotel  to-morrow  afternoon ;  for  if 
it  is  thought  fit  to  empfoy  my  services,  there  is  no  time  to  lose, 
seeing  the  advance  of  l^e  season. 

*^  The  detachment  of  vessels  of  which  your  ezceUency  spoke 
to  me,  would  certainly  be  *mo8t  useful  in  the  operations  which  I 
have  im]||ected ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  regard  the  plan  men- 
li4»sd  m  the  private  nojfce  which  I  have  sent  you,  as  very  use- 
fblw ,  I  ^ouM  thett  wish  (as  cir<^mstances  may  allow  of  it,)f  to 
combine  these  plans  ;  and  then  I  think  there  would  be  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  result. 

*  **  I  have  metttloned  to  your  excellency  that  I  am  lAe  only  of- 
fiMTy  whoinadethe  campaigii  of  the  Liman  wkhout  being  pro- 


*  Note  hjf  Jonef.— Without  seeing  Coont  Besborodko  at  all,  I  had  on  the  7th  Jaly, 
(K.  B.)  an'aadience  of  leave-taking  of  the  empress;  and  on  kissing  her  hand,  her  ma- 
jaaty  waiJctad  Mongh  to  wish  ne  mi  Aom  Msf^fg. 

t^TT^^CpantB^aborfidJiotQldmeao.  ;•./». 
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nMl6d,*biit  I  beseteb  you  to  believe^  that  I  have  not  aeddpted 
€>f  tervioe  in  Buasia  to  ocoasion  embarrasGMiient ;  and  sinee  the 
eaaapreaa  hat  giTen  me  her  esteem  and  her  confidence,  I  wish 
fov  notfaing  save  new  opp(»'tunitie8  to  prove  my  devotion  by  fresh 


I  presume  the  date  of  the  following  letter  to  be  according 
to  the  new  style.  In  that  case,  but  a  decent  time  was  allowed 
to  grant  the  rear  admiral  leave  of  absence. 

'*  St.  Peterebnrgh,  14th  Julj,  17^9. 
"Sir — ^I  presented  myself  at  your  hotel  the  day  before 
yesterday,  to  take  leave,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  entreat  of  you 
to  expedtt^  my  commission,  my  passport,  and  the  leave  of  ab* 
^nce  which  her  majesty  has  thought  iit  to  grant  me.  Though 
I  have  perceived  on  several  former  occasions  that  you  have 
shunned  giving  me  any  opportunity  to  speak  with  you,  I  made 
myself  certaiil  that  this  could  not  occur  at  a  last  interview ;  and 
I  confess  Twas  very  much  surprised  to  see  you  go  out  by  an6- 
ther  door,  and  depart  without  a  single  expression  of  ordinary 
civility  addressed  to  me  at  the  moment  of  my  departure,  to  con-, 
sole  me  for  all  the  bitter  mortiBcations  I  have  endured  in  this 
enapire.  Before  coming  to  Russia,  I  had  been  connected  with 
seweral  governments,  and  no  minister  ever  either  refused  me 
an  audience,  or  failed  to  reply  to  my  Jetters. 

"  After  the  eagerness  with  which  my  services  were  sought, 
and  the  fair  promises  that  were  made  me,  I  had  good  reason  to 
believe  that  I  would  find  in  Russia  every  thing  pleasant  and 
agreeable.  I  was  confirmed  in  this  belief  from  the  essential 
services  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  render  the  empire.  I 
am  aware  that  your  excellency  is  sometimes  teased  by  im- 
portunate persons,  jbut  as  I  am  a  man  of  delicacy  in  every  thing, 
I  deserve  to  be  distinguished  from  the  crowd. 


*  Since  my  cetnni  to  St  Peterabttrgb,  as  tbe  Prinoe  of  ^ihalt  baa  mformed  dm,  dl 
the  (Hgates  of  the  depvtment  of  the  Bltck  Sea  JMve  been  promoted  to  the  nu^  of 
ibips  of  the  line. 

61 
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<<  On  the  6th  of  June,  the  last  timd  you  gttve  me  lUi  opportiH 
nity  of  speaking  with  you,  I  gave  you  a  confidential  note,*  oon^ 
taining  the  details  of  a  plan  by  which,  without  interfel'ing  with 
any  other  project,  and  with  the  utmost  economy,  grieal  serrice 
might  be  done  to  Russia.  You  promised  to  submit  it  to  the 
empress  ;  and  you  yourself  proposed  to  place  a  detachment  of 
vessels  under  my  command,  to  serve  during  the  existing  cam- 
paign in  the  Black  Sea,  and  afterwards  in  the  Mediterranean. 
I  could  not  have  imagined  that  these  plans  were  so  carelessly  to 
have  been  thrown  aside ;  and,  in  place  of  discussing  and  arrang- 
ing them  with  you,  I  was  very  much  astonished  when  his 
Excellency  the  Count  de  Bruce  announced  to  me  that  the  em- 
press had  granted  me  a  leave  of  absence  for  two  years. 

<*  On  the  1st  of  Febructry  I  gave  in,  by  order  of  his  excellency 
the  Vice  Chancellor,  Count  Ostermann,  the  (dan  of  a  treaty^ 
political  and  commercial,  between  Russia  and  the  United  .States. 
As  the  Vice  Chancellor  spoke  to  me  of  going  to  America  about 
^is  purpose,  and  as  I  shall  soon  again  be  connected  with  my  old 
friends  who  constitute  the  present  gQvernmmit  of  the  United 


*  Thlf  note  ii  tmslated  as  follows  in  the  Edinburgh  life : 

**  Jume  6, 1789. 

**  The  greet  object  of  a  Russian  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  is  to  endeaTOv  lo  cat 
off  the  comnranication  between  Egypt  and  the  ooast  of  Syria  with  Constantinople, 
from  whence  they  procure  their  cbm,  rice,  coffee,  Sui.  This  operation  will  oblige 
tiiem  to  withdraw  a  very  considerable  part  of  their  fleet  from  the  Black  Sea.  To  en- 
compass this  end,  I  ask  a  carte  Uamche,  and  only,  eidasiTe  of  smatf  boats,  6ft  large 
Teasels,  like  the  East  Indiamen  which  are  pnrchased  in  London  after  they  have  made 
three  voyages,  and  which  carry  from  forty  to  fifty  guns.  They  are  strong  Teasels,  and 
good  sailers.  They  are  sent  from  London  to  Naples  under  the  English  flag,  vnder 
pretext  of  being  engaged  in  mercantile  enterprises.  No  peraaa  ean  haTe  any  thing  to 
say  against  it.  The  crew  of  those  vessels  being  arriTed  in  Italy  weidd  eagage  in  tke 
aenrice  of  Russia.  For  the  rest  we  would  easily  find  good  wiilors  at  MalU  and  at  Na- 
ples. I  would  employ  two  small  French  vessels  between  Malta  and  Naples,  trading 
to  Smyrna,  to  procure  ooatiaual  news  from  Constantinople,  and  of  the  force  and  post- 
tk>n  of  the  Turkish  fleet.  There  are  some  very  important  blows  to  be  made  ;  but  in 
order  to  succeed,  we  must  not  speak  of  this  matter  beforehand.  We  are  informed  that 
the  want  of  provisions  at  ConsUntinople  has  occasioned  a  rebellion,  discouraged  the 
people,  and  caused  a  great  desertion  of  the  troops.  It  is  the  poKoy  t»f  the  vizier  to  ren- 
der himself  popular  by  proTiding  sufficiently  for  them." 
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States,  I  would  be  extremely  bcippy  to  leani)  through  your 
excellency,  the  intentions  of  her  imperial  majesty  in  this  re- 
spect, and  to  be  appointed  to  forward  the  alliance  which  I  sug- 
gested, by  which  Russia  must  gain. 

*'  The  United  States  having  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendship 
and  commerce  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  are  about  to  pro- 
pose to  the  different  powers  of  Europe  a  war  with  the  other 
Barbary  states,  and  to  form  a  confederation  against  these  pi- 
rates, till  they  shall  be  annihilated  as  maritime  powers.  It  is 
proposed,  that  even  the  event  of  a  war  between  the  contracting 
parties  shall  not  disturb  the  confederation.  It  wpuld  be  worthy 
of  the  aogust  sovereign  of  this  eippire  to  place  herself  at  the 
head  of  an  alliance  so  honourable,  and  of  which  the  conse- 
quences must  be  so  useful  to  Russia.  It  would  give  me  p<Mni- 
liar  satisfaction  if  your  excellency  thought  fit  to  appoint  me  to 
make  known  the  intentions  of  the  empress  to  the  United  States 
€0  these  two  points,  and  I  trust  I  should  be  able  to  acquit  my- 
aelf  of  so  honourable  a  duty  to  your  contentment* 

'^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sincere  attachment  and  high 
consideration,*'  &c.  Jbc. 

With  this  audience  of  leave,  and  this  gracious  compliment 
of  being  wbhed  ''  a  good  journey"  by  the  empress,  Jones  bade 
farewell  to  the  Russian  court.  In  a  note  to  No.  91  of  his  Pieeei 
Ju9tificativeSy  which  is  a  letter  from  M.  de  Simolip  to  Count 
Besborodko,  dated  in  April,  1788,  he  makes  some  remarks 
which  require  notice.  This  letter  was  sent  to  him,  accompa- 
nied with  a  letter  in  the  empress'  own  band.  He  says,  **  It  was 
not  until  after  I  had  entered  into  her  service  that  I  found  out  I 
should  not  be  the  only  adipiral  in  the  department  of  the  Black 
Sea.  I  had  not  before  heard  of  the  rear  admirals  Mordwinoff 
and  Wmmoritsh.  I  had  been  invited  into  the  service  to  com- 
mand in  chief  the  fleet  on  the  Black  Sea,  which  I  believed  to 
be  very  respectable ;  but  I  began  to  entertain  reasonable  fears 
of  being  exposed  to  the  assaults  of  envy,  jealousy,  and  malice, 
when  I  was  told  that  I  should  not  be  even  senior  admiral  in  that 
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departmept.  Her  majesty  having  doigaed  to  speak  to  ma  fipe- 
queutly  of  the  foi;tunate  lot  which  awaited  me,  aiore  with  tht 
kindness  of  a  mother  than  as  a  powerful  sovereign,  was  {^leased 
to  write  to  me  on  the  subject  of  M.  Simolin's  letter,  '  I  hope  it 
will  efface  all  doubts  frpm  your  mind*'  All  my  doidvts  had  been 
previously  effaced  by  the  gracious  words  I  bad  heard  fWmi  her 
lips."  It  appears  from  this  extract,  that  though  he  had  reason 
to  anticipate  a  collision  with  Nassau,  in  the  joint  command^  be 
was  totally  uninforoaed  of  the  other  rivak  in  rank  with  wham 
he  was  to  come  in  contact.  Of  this  he  had  full  right  to  ooia- 
plain*  Onthq  28th  July,  I  find  drafts  of  two  letters,  in  his^oini 
hand  writing,  one  of  which  was  addressed  to  the  Coont  de  Sal* 
tikoff,  aid-de-camp  general  of  her  majesty,  stating  that  he  had 
been  delayed  until  that  day,  by  waiting  for  hb  pamport,  and 
requesting  to  know  when  he  might  have  the  honour  of  lakiog 
leave  of  their  rpyal  highnesses  the  grand  duke,  grand duekeaa, 
and  all  the  little  princes,  &o.  .The  other  was  addressed  to  the 
reverend  fath^in  God,  Dr.  John  8ambosky,.from  which  thefts- 
lowing  is  an  extract :  ^^  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  the  letter 
which  his  imperial  highness  the  grand  dake  had  the  goodnosB- 
to  write  me,  when  I  was  honoured  with  the  order  of  St.  Anne. 
As  the  day  of  the  month  is  omitted  in  that  letter,  yon  will-  oblige 
me  much  by  getting  it  inserted ;  and  if  the  order  was  conf^nred 
on  any  other  officer  the  same  month,  I  could  wish  that  my  letter 
might  be  ipade  the  first  in  date»  You  would  do  me  an  addi- 
tiooal  favour,  if  ycm  could  procure  for  me  a  copy  of  the  tmUkh 
tion  of  the  order  of  St.  Anne»  I  could  wish  to  have  it  in  Frendi 
or  English,  but  this,  I  fear,  would  be  difficult  to  be  obtained." 
He  mentioned  to  the  prelate  that  he  had  written  to  Count  Sal- 
tikoff,  and  recpiested  that  he  would  give  directions  to  his  servairt, 
who  did  not  know  the  oount,  how  to  find  that  noMeman. 

His  passport,  for  himself  and  a  single  domestic  (John  Feyer- 
abend,  a  native  of  Dantzic,)  setting  forth  his  leave  of  absence 
for  two  years,  is  dated  on  the  same  28th  July,  (O.  S.  undoubt- 
edly«)  On  the  15th  August  following,  (O.  S.)  being  still  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  he  wrote  to  M.  (Jenet,  then  secretary  of  the  lega- 
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tioft  firoflB  toe  court  of  Franoiiy  aad  who  proved  hSmBeita  fltauQcb 
frioad  of  the  chevatlery  n»  follows : 

^^  Wbefttbe  Count 4e  Bruce  sentfor  meoD  the27tb  Juaet  (N* 
8«)  he  toM  0ie»  on  tbe  piMrt  of  the  empress^  that  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty had  granted  me  a  leave  for  two  years,  with  the  appointments 
befengiBg  to  my  military  rank  duri^  my  absence.  The  Count 
de  Besborodko  wrote  me  a  note  the  30th  July,  (N.  S.)  informing 
me  dmt  M.  Strekalow  had  received  her  majesty's  orders  with 
reepect  to  my  appoiotjoieats  and  arrearages.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  see  M.  de  Strekak>w,  though  I  hdve  called  frequently  at 
Ibe  cabinet.  I  hav^e  on]|y  received  my  appointments  from  the 
time  of  my  entry  inito  the  serviee  to  the  Ist  of  July,  at  the  rate 
ot  1800  roubles  a  year ;  and  I  was  told  yesterday  at  the  cabinet, 
that  4ier  majesty's  ukase  mentions  nothing  but  the  appointments 
tkan  due.  If  I  could  believe  that  thi^  was  her  majesty's  inten- 
tion, I  should  remain  silent ;  for  I  certainly  did  not  accept  the 
service  her  majesty  offered  me  on  account  of  my  appointments, 
or  the  usual  emoluments  of  my  grade.  You  wiH  oblige  me, 
and  confer  on  me  a  new  favour,  by  the  inquiry  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  make  in  this  matter ;  and  you  vnll  be  pleased  to 
transmit  the  answer,  to  the  care  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
Pdrir." 

Count  Segur  gave  further  proofs  of  his  friendship  to  a  man 
out  of  credit  at  court,  by  the  letters  with  whidi  he  ftimished 
him,  and  by  addressing  the  foUowuig  communication  and  request 
to  Count  Montmorin. 

*<  St  Petsnbvgh,  31st  Jvfy,  1789. 
*<  The  enemies  of  the  Vice  Admiral  Paul  Jones  having  caused 
to  be  circulated  reports  entirely  destitute  of  foundation,  con- 
cerning the  journey  which  this  general  officer  is  about  to  under- 
take, I  would  wish  the  enclosed  article,  the  authenticity  of  which 
.  I  guarantee,  should  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  France,  and 
in  the  other  public  papers  which  are  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  your  department.     This  article  will  undeceive  those  who 
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have  believed  the  calmnnyy  and  wiB  prove  to  the  friends  aiii  to 
the  compatriots  of  the  vice  admiral,  that  he  has  suMiiDed  d» 
reputation  acquired  by  his  bravery  and  his  talents  during  the 
last  war ;  that  the  empress  desires  to  retain  him  in  her  service; 
and  that  if  he  absents  himself  at  this  moment,  it  is  with  liis  own 
free  willi  and  for  particular  reasons,  which  cannot  leave  bmxj 
stain  on  his  honour. 

**  The  glorious  marks  of  the  satisfaction  and  bounty  of  the 
king  towards  M.  Paul  Jones,  his  attachment  to  France,  wfaieh 
he  has  served  so  usefully  in  the  common  cause,  his  rights  as  a 
subject,  and  as  an  admiral  of  the  United  States,  the  protection 
of  the  ministers  of  the  king,  and  my  personal  friendship  for  thn 
distinguished  officer,  with  whom  I  made  a  campaign  in  Americat 
are  so  many  reasons  which  appear  to  me  to  justify  the  interest 
which  I  took  in  all  that  concerned  him  during  his  stay  in  Russia. 

«  The  Count  de  Segue.*' 

*' ArMe  to  be  inserted  M  ike  PMicPrmt$,an^ 
in  the  QazeUe  of  Fra 


"  St  P^tenbvfh,  21jt  Jm]y,  1789. 

"  The  Vice  Admiral  Paul  Jones,  being  on  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  France,  where  private  affairs  require  his  presence,  bad 
the  honour  to  take  leave  of  the  empress,  the  7th  of  this  month, 
and  to  be  admitted  to  kiss  the  hand  of  her  imperial  majesty,* 
who  confided  to  him  the  command  of  her  vessels  of  war  star 
tioned  on  the  Liman  during  the  campaign  of  1788.  As  a  mark 
of  favour  for  his  conduct  during  this  campaign,  the  empress  has 
decorated  him  with  the  insignia  of  the  order  of  St.  Anne ;  and 
her  imperial  miyesty,  satisfied  with  his  services,  only  grants 
him  permission  to  absent  himself  for  a  limited  time,  and  stiU 
preserves  for  him  his  emoluments  and  his  rank." 


*  **  This  fenoral  oflker,  so  celebrated  bj  hif  brilliant  actions  dnrinf  the  eoone  o€ 
the  American  war,  was  called,  in  1787,  to  the  service  of  her  imperial  majesty. '^—iVsrs 
to  de  Newspt^er  Paragrofk, 
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The  fetters  of  introdu^ion  to  the  FreMh  fuBCtioiiaridff  at 
▼arious  courts^  given  by  Count  de  Segur  to  JomeB,  are  simihur 
in  their  import,  and  the  Umits  of  this  work  eompd  thek  «ptdi>- 
sion.  He  says  in  one  of  them,  speaking  of  Jones'  loss  of  eouil^ 
favour,  "  his  frankness,  probaUy  imprudent,  having  embroifed 
him  with  Potemkin,  his  enemies  availed  themselves  of  hb  loss 
of  favour  to  min  him  ;  and  employed  for  that  purpose  the  most 
Tile  artifices.  An  abandoned  woman,'^  &c.  The  count  assumes 
to  himself  in  these  letters,  as  in  his  memoirs,  the  sole  merit  of 
having  preserved  the  aditiifal*  ''  Every  person  has  abandoned  ' 
him ;  I  alone  have  upheld  and  defended  him.  The  coimtry  to 
which  be  belongs,  the  order  of  military  merit  which  he  bears, 
aod  which  he  has  so  nobly  acquired,  his  briUiant  repati^ion,  and 
above  all,  our  long  acquaintance,  have  made  it  a  law  to  me  * 
nay  cares  have  not  been  in  vain;  I  have  caused  his  innocenoe  te 
be  acknowledged." 

M.  Genet  furnished  Jones  with  a  letter  to  his  sister,  the  cele* 
brated  Madame  Campan.     It  was  as  fellows :  ''  The  Rear  Ad* 
miral  Paul  Jones,  who  will  dehver  you  this  letter,  my  dear 
friend,  commanded,  during  the  last  campaign,  the  Russiaa 
squadron  stationed  in  the  Liman.    On  that  occasion  the  em- 
press decorated  him  with  the  badge  of  the  order  of  St.  Anae. 
He  was  entitled  by  his  services  to  more  advairtageous  promo^ 
tion  and  a  more  distinguished  reward ;  but  this  celebrated  sailor, 
knowing  better  how  to  conduct  himself  in  the  midst  of  battles 
than  in  courts,  has  given  offence  by  his  frankness  to  people  in 
power,  and  among  others  to  the  Prince  Potemkin.     His  ene* 
mies  and  rivals  have  profited  by  his  temporary  disgrace,  to  has- 
ten his  ruin.     Calumny  has  aided  their  wishes.     They  have 
given  credit  to  a  rumour  absolutely  false.     They  have  accused 
him  of  having  abused  a  girl.     The  empress  excluded  him  from 
court  and  desired  to  bring  him  to  triaL     Every  one  abandoned 
him.     M.  de  Segur  has  defended  and  sustained  him.     The 
country  to  which  he  belongs,"  &c.  [M.  Genet's  letter  is  thus  far, 
and  in  the  sentence  which  follows,  nearly  a  copy  of  that  of  Count 
Segur,  above  quoted  from.] 
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'^I  belme  idfO,  te  my  aina  parli  that  i  hftTe  Wn  of  some  ser- 
▼ice  to  kirn*  Oar  effnrts  have  not  beat  fruitloM.  He  hm 
r^-vpfemred  at  conct,  and  kissed  the  hand  of  the  Bowertigny  but 
IrunwiUing  to  remain  in  a  country  where  he  has  been  treated 
with  injostice.  However,  he  has  not  given  in  his  resignatioB. 
The  empress  stall  preserves  fi>r  fasm  his  tuvk  and  emolvmeBts, 
and  only  gnnits  him  permimon  to  absent  Imnseif  Amt  a  Kmiled 
time. 

^M  thought  it  proper  to  make  yon  acquainted  wkh  this  detaif, 
in  order  that  yoit  night  understand  the  troths  and  eoatradiet 
any  fidse  reports  if  they  should  accideatdly  extend  as  far  a9 
Versaillefl.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  yoa  how  faappylhave 
beeut  m  haviiig  it  in  my  power  to  render  servieee  to  a  man 
whom  my  fittherlored  and  esteemed,  and  to  whom  I  was  per- 
sonally attached.  I  have  made  M.  Paid  Jones  promise  to  ci^ 
upon  you,  to  deliver  this  letter  himself,  and  am  convinced  k  w9l 
giro  you  muoh  pleasure.  I  say  nothing  of  many  matters  that 
oeoupy  my  attention,  of  of  many  reflections  which  existing  cir- 
cumstances call  forth.  M.  Paul  Jones  will  probaMy  be  two  or 
three  monthson  faiaway  to  Paris,  and  all  I  might  mention  would 
have  becooM  stale  before  you  received  tlie  letter/' 
.  It  appears  from  a  subsequent  letter  of  fiL  Genet  to  Jones, 
informing  him  that  he  bad  made  a  remittance  in  his  fiitvour,  that 
be  took  charge  of  his  pecuniary  affairs  at  St.  Petersburgk 

From  a  letter  rabsequently  written  by  Jones  to  the  Chevalier 
Bourgoing,  French  minister  at  Hamburgh,  it  appears  that  when 
he  left  St.  Petersburgh,  his  intention  was  to  have  revimted  Co- 
penhagen.  ^^  I  meant,"  be  says,  *'  on  my  way,  to  bave  availed 
myself  of  the  occasion  of  seeing  the  late  grand  review  of  the 
Prussian  army.  My  friend,  the  Count  de  Segur,  fovoured  me 
in  consequence,  with  letters  for  yoar  excellency  and  for  the 
Count  d'Esterns,  whereof  you  will  find  a  copy  in  the  encloMd 
paeket  for  the  Baron  de  la  Houze,  which  I  leave  under 'a  flying 
seal  for  your  perusal^  arid  beg  you  to  forward  to  him.  Oik  my 
arrival  at  Warsaw,  my  friends  advised  me  not  to  iq^pear  9A  the 
courts  of  Berlin  or  Copenhagen,  under  the  present  political  cir^ 
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eumstanees.  As  it  was  known  that  I  had  left  Russia  dissatis- 
fied, I  thought  it  best  to  give  my  enemies  there  no  handle 
against  me*  (They  had  insinuated  that  I  would  accept  a  com- 
mand in  the  Swedish  navy.*)  So  I  remained  in  Pofaind  two 
months,  and  was  treated  with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  polite- 
ness by  the  king  and  people  of  fashion.  From  the  present 
troubles  in  Brabant,  the  necessity  of  supporting  Sweden  through 
the  contest  she  has  been  led  to  engage  in,  and  other  circum- 
stances, I  need  not  observe  to  a  man  of  your  information  and 
Judgment,  that  I  fear  there  will  be  no  peace  this  winter;  and 
that  the  Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work  than  it  has  yet  done.** 
The  nature  of  his  reception  at  the  court  of  Warsaw,  is  suffi- 
riently  indicated  in  the  foregoing  epistle.  His  first  occupation 
on  arriving  in  that  capital,  appears  to  have  been  to  prepare  a 
journal  of  his  American  campaigns,  and  a  sketch  of  that  of  the 
liiman,  for  the  perusal  of  the  empress,  on  a  hint  she  had  drop- 
ped, probably  at  a  former  period.  His  letter  to  her  was  as 
follows  : 


*  This  wu  eertainlj  a  ba|p  oahiinaj.  Jonat  at  thk  tioM  cIiom  to  oonnder  hioifelf, 
wbstevor  the  empieiB'  iateatioii  m^  hivt%  beea,  as  abMat  torn  the  Mnrice  \xj  per- 
miflMon;  and  wooM  not  have  accepted  a  oommiMion  from  the  enemy  of  Roina.  The 
IbUowinf  docnment  is  attached  to  some  of  the  loose  manoseripts.  It  has  no  date,  and 
is  in  French. 

"  NOTICE. 

"  The  Rear  Admiral  Paol  Jones,  desiroas  of  making  known  nneqaiToeaUy  his  man- 
ner of  thinking  in  relation  to  his  military  conneilon  with  Rossiay  declares: 

"  lit.  That  he  has  at  all  times  expressed  to  her  imperial  maje^  of  Rnssia,  his  tow 
to  presenre  the  conditbn  of  an  American  citizen  and  officer. 

"  3d.  That  having  been  honoored  by  hb  most  christian  majesty  with  a  gold  sword, 
he  has  made  a  like  tow  never  to  draw  it  on  any  oeoasioB  where  war  might  be  waged 
against  his  majesty's  interest. 

'*  3d.  That  circnmstanoes  which  the  rear  admiral  conld  not  foresee  when  he  winte  on 
the  last  occasion,  {eerwok  em  dender  UeUf)  make  him  feel  a  presentiment,  that  in  spite 
of  his  attachment  and  gratitnde  to  her  imperial  majesty,  and  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
▼antagpons  propositions  whieh  may  be  made  to  him,  he  will  probably  renonnbe  the 
serrice  of  that  power,  OTen  before  the  expiration  of  the  leaTo  of  absence  which  be 
now  enjoys." 

It  does  not  appear  wfaallMr  this  dedaratwn  was  ever  pnbhsbad. 
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*'  W«i8aw,  25Ui  September,  (O.  S.)  1780. 

**  Your  imperial  majesty  having  done  me  the  honour  to  cause 
me  to  be  informed  by  her  secretary,  Monsieur  de  Chrapowitzky, 
^  that  she  would  be  pleased  to  haye  a  copy  of  my  journal  (which 
she  had  read)  of  the  American  war,'  I  have  added  some  testi- 
monies of  the  high  and  unanimem  consideration  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  private  esteem  with  which  I  was  honoured  by 
several  great  men  to  whom  I  am  perfectly  Imown^  such  as  M. 
Malsherbes  and  the  Count  d'Estaing,  of  France,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, minister  of  finance  and  of  the  American  marine.  I  have 
the  honour  to  present  it  to  your  majesty  with  profound  respeet 
BXkA  confidence. 

''  I  owe  it  to  my  reputation  and  to  truth,  to  accompany  tiiifl 
journal  with  an  abridgment  tof  that  of  the  campaign  of  tlie  Li- 
man.  If  you  will  deign,  madam,  to  read  it  with  ^ome  attention, 
you  will  perceive  how  little  I  have  deserved  the  mortiiicatioDS 
which  I  have  endured,  and  which  the  justice  and  goodness  of 
your  majesty  can  alone  make  me  forget. 

*'  As  I  never  offended  in  word^  or  speech^  or  thought,  against 
the  laws  or  usages  of  the  strictest  delicacy,  it  would  assuredly 
be  most  desirable  to  me  to  have  tY^  hapgpess  of  regaining,  in 
spite  of  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  the  precious  esteem  of  your 
majesty.  I  would  have  taken  leave  of  the  court  on  the  ITlh 
July,  with  a  heart  much  better  satisfied,  had  I  been  sent  to  figbt 
the  enemies  of  the  empress,  instead  of  occupying  myself  with 
my  own  private  affairs. 

"  Trusting  entirely  on  the  gracious  promise  that  your  majesty 
gave  me,  *  never  to  condemn  me  without  a  hearing,'  and  being 
devoted  to  you,  heart  and  soul, 

"  I  am,  with  profound  respect,"  &c.  &c. 

This  postscript  id  added  to  the  above  letter :  "  I  shall  have 
the  honour  of  sending  the  journal  by  the  courier  of  Saturday 
next,  with  the  proofs  of  every  separate  article.  It  will  be  sealed 
vrith  my  arms,  and  addressed  to  your  majesty,  and  sent  under 
a  second  cover,  to  the  address  of  M..  de  Qhrapowitajky.". 


1^  ■--.• 


..While  «t  WartaWf  Jones  became  aeqaaint^  with  General 
Kosciusko.  On  leaving  it  for  Vienna,  he  addressed  to  him  the 
following  note : 

"  Wanaw,  November  2d,  1789. 

^'  Hy  dear  Gbneral — ^I  intend  to  set  out  this  day  for  Vi- 
enna^ where  I  shall  only  stop  a  few  days.  I  shall  then  go  to 
Strasburgh,  and  from  thence  to  Holland,  where  I  expect  to 
arrive  before  the  1st  of  December.  My  address  in  Holland  is 
under  cover  to  Messieurs  Nic.  and  Jacob  Stophorst,  Amsterdam. 

^'  As  I  shall  be  in  relation  with  our  friends  in  America,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  mention  on  all  occasions  the  honourable  emidoyment 
and  the  respect  you  have  attained  in  your  own  country,  and  the 
great  regard  you  retain  for  the  natives  of  America,  where  your 
character  is  esteemed,  and  your  name  justly  beloved  for  your 
services. — I  am,"  &c. 

The  general's  first  letter  in  reply  is  not  found  among  Jones'* 
papers.  The  following  is  inserted  UtenUim.  The  writer  was 
not  familiar  with  the  language  he  employed. 

"  Wamw,  ISth  February,  17^. 

'<  My  dear  Sir — I  had  the  honour  to  write  you  the  Ist  or 
3d  of  Feb.  I  do  not  recolect ;  but  I  gave  you  the  information  to 
apply  to  the  minister  of  Svede  at  Hague,  or  at  Amsterdam,  for 
the  propositions  (according  to  what  M.  IKEngestrom  told  me) 
they  boths  had  order  to  communiccUe  you.  I  Mrish  with  M  iny 
heart  that  could  answer  your  expectation.  I  am  totafy  ignorant 
what  they  are ;  but  I  eould  see  you  to  fight  against  the  oppre- 
sion  and  tyranny*  Give  me  news  of  every  thing. 
**  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  most  humble,  and  most 
"  obedient  servent, 

"  T.  Kosciusko,  G.  M." 
**  Write  me,  if  you  please,  who  is  minister  from  America  at 
Paris :  I  want  to  know  his  name*"  -  ' 
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b  antwor  to  tUs  kttvr,  IOM0  wrote  ftom  AmdieMBBi  in  the 
fidkymng  month: 

"  My  dear  Sir — ^The  letter  you  did  me  the  boDOur  to  write 
me  the  2d  February,  was  delivered  to  ray  bankers  here,  by  a 
man  who  demanded  from  them  a  receipt.      I  was  then  at  the 
Hague,  and  your  letter  was  transmitted  to  me*     On  my  return 
here,  some  days  ago,  I  found  another  letter  from  yoa  of  the 
15th  February*      This  letter  had,  by  the  same  man,  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  my  bankers.     You  propose,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, that  I.  should  apfdy  to  a  gentleman  at  the  Hague,  wiio 
has  something  to  communicate  to  me.     But  a  moment's  reflee- 
tion  will  convince  you,  thatVonsiderations  of  what  1  owe  to  my- 
self,  as  weH  as  the  deUcai^  of  my  situation,  do  not  permit  me 
to  take  such  a  step.      If  that  gentleman  has  any  thing  to  eon- 
municate  to  me,  he  can  either  do  it  by  wnting*,  by  desiring  a 
personal  conference,  or  by  the  mediation  of  a  third  person.    I 
have  shown  your  letter  to  my  bankers,  and  they  have  said  t|iis 
DHidi  to  the  gentleman  from  whom  they  received  it ;  but  this 
message,  they  say,  he  received  with  an  air  of  indifierence/' 

The  enigma  of  this  correspondence  cannot  be  solved.  It  bas 
been  conjectured  that  Kosciasko  wished  to  engage  the  services 
of  the  rear  admiral  in  some  project  with  which  his  own  miiK' 
was  occupied.  Of  whatever  character  they  were,  they  must 
have  been  hostile  to  Russia. 

The  following  note  to  Mr.  Littlepage,  equally  requires  the 
interpretation  of  (Edipus.  It  is  dated  Warsaw,  November  2d: 
^*  I  set  out  this  day  for  Vienna,  where  I  shall  stop  only  a  day  or 
two.  From  thence  I  go  to  Striasburgh,  and  shall  pay  a  visit  to 
the  Duke  de  Wirtemburgh,  at  Mont  Beliard.  I  am  uncertain 
about  going  to  Paris,  under  the  present  turbulent  appearances. 
I  have  not  received  any  answer  from  the  quarter  you  mention, 
but  the  C.  de  S — ,  who  arrived  here  fourteen  days  after  I  bad 
written,  told  me  that  a  certain  memorial  had  been  stopped  bjr 
the  C.  de  B — ,  who  had  written  to  the  Prince  de  P —  to  kn^ 
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if  he  would  permit  it  to  be  dtelirered  to  the  lad]F  lo  whom  it  was 
ad4reMed.*  I  wish  to  disbelieve  this,  for  it  could  not  baTe 
happened  so,  in  so  short  a  time  ;  but  should  it  prove  true,  I  could 
widi  for  your  idea  in  consequence." 

The  draft  of  the  following  letter  from  Vienna  is  among  his 
loose  papers.  The  beginning  and  conclusion  are  in  French, 
the  **  quelque  mots  pour  Mdlle.  la  comptesse"  are  in  English. 

''  A  Madame  eTBSMe.  La  CompUt9e  de  Tamati$  de  Valery  a 

Varwme. 

"  Vianiia,  23d  Norember,  1789; 

'*  Madah— I  have  executed  your  commission  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  On  arriving  here,  I  delivered  to  Mademoiselle 
Caroline  all  the  articles  which  you  intrusted  to  me,  except  the 
fiui  which  I  had  forgotten  at  home»  (not  having  put  it^  in  my 
pocket  at  the  barrier  with  the  other  articles,  for  fear  of  break- 
ing it,)  and  which  I  delivered  next  day  to  the  femme-de-^Aambre. 
I  went  to  pay  a  visit  at  the  convent  to-day,  but  was  unable  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mdlle.  Caroline,  who  is  slightly  in- 
disposed. I  saw  your  two  other  daughters,  who  are  very  pretty, 
and  vei7  interesting.  They  had  given  me  hopes  of  having  an 
aadience  of  the  emperor ;  but  I  no  longer  expect  it,  as  he  sees 
no  one,  and  conversation  is  painful  to  him.  I  left  the  works 
of  Thoanpscm  at  the  convent,  and  here  are  soine  remarks  for 
Mdlle.  the  Countess,  who  will  have  the  goodness  to  accept 
these  books  as  if  I  bad  had  the  honour  of  presenting  them  to 
her  on  her  birth  day." 

^'  I  have  spoken  to  you  several  times  of  the  beautiful  poems 
called  the  Seasons^  written  by  the  delicate  author,  whose  works 
I  have  deposited  with  your  sister  for  your  acceptance.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  English  language  that  surpasses  his  thoughts^ 
and  his  happy  elegance  of  expression.  In  the  first  and  seccmd 
volumes  yon  will  meet  with  some  small  parts  where  the  margin 


^  Beiborodko,  Potemkb,  nd  tbe  empren,  ara  pteinljr  raferrad  to,  «ad  periMfi  tiM 
fit  Ikitt  wkldi  hat  Wm  BMctad  prairiMlr. 
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is  mark^i  or  the  word^  under lioed ;  thoag^h,*  -without  that  cir- 
cumstance, the  contents  could  not  have  escaped  your  particular 
observation.  Adieu !  I  pay  you  no  Gompliment.  But  I  wish 
you  all  possible  good.  One  word  more,  and  be  not  offended. 
The  manuscript  I  put  into  your  hands,  (and  which,  as  I  have 
since  found,  abounded  with  faults  aad  inaccuracies,)  was  neyer 
before  confided  to  any  other  person  long  enough  to  have  been 
copied  either  partially  or  wholly.  I  did  not  request  of  you  to 
let  no  extracts  be  taken  from  it.  If  any  have  been  taken,  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  how  many  f  and  the  extent  of 
each?" 

'<  I  am  about"  (he  resumes  iu  French)  <^  setting  out  m  my 
Way  to  Holland.  I  shall  ever  carry  with  n^e  the  remembrance 
of  your  kindness.  My  address  is  under  envelo^pe  to  Messrs.  Ni- 
cholas and  Jacob  Van  Stophorst,  at  Amsterdam.  Should  you 
learn  any  thing  which  it  concerns  me  to  know,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  me  of  it.  Present  my  respects  to  M.  the 
Count,  &c." 

In  the  existing  uncertainty  as  to  his  future  destiny,  in  which 
he  was  now  placed,  the  mind  of  Jones  must  have  been  much 
disturbed,  panting  as  it  ever  was  for  action.  At  Amsterdam  he 
was  busily  employed  in  corresponding  with  several  eminent 
men,  and  with  his  own  immediate  friends.  The  letters  which 
follow  are  those  which  possess  most  interest. 

"  To  General  fVathington,  President  of  Oe  Urdted  Staiei. 

*'  Aiiifiterdim^  Decembdr  90, 1^89. 
"  Sir— I  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  the  Philadelphia 
packet,  Captain  Earle,  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  letter 
I  received  for  you  on  leltaving  Russia  in  August  lairt,  from  my 
friend,  the  Count  de  Segur,  minister  of  France  at  St.  Pelers- 
burgh.  That  gentleman  and  myself  Wi^^  frequently  oonvbrsed 
on  subjects  that  regard  America ;  and  the  most  pleasing  reflec- 
tion of  all  has  been^  the  happy  establishi^fient  of  the.newco^^' 
tution.  and  that  you.  are  iifo  deservedly  plaeeclift  the* head  of  *• 
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government  by  tfie  unanimous  voice  of  America.  Your  name 
alone,  Sir,  has  establisbed  in  Europe  a  confidence  that  was  for 
some  time  before  entirely  wanting  in  American  concerns ;  and 
I  am  assured,  that  the  happy  effects  of  your  administration  are 
still  more  sensibly  felt  throughout  the  United  States.  This  is 
more  glorious  for  you  than  all  the  laurels  that  your  sword  so 
nobly  won  in  support  of  the  rights  of  human  nature.  In  war 
your  fame  is  immortal  as  the  hero  of  liberty !  In  peace  you  are 
her  patron,  and  the  firmest  supporter  of  her  rights!  Your 
greatest  admirers,  and  even  your  best  friends,  have  4iow  but 
one  wish  left  for  you, — ^that  you  may  long  enjoy  health  and 
your  present  happiness. 

f '  Mr.  Jeffef son  can  inform  you  respecting  my  Vnission  to  the 
court  of  Denmark.  I  was  received  and  treated  there  with 
marked  politeness;  and  if  the  ^n^  toardi  I  received  are  true,  the 
business  will  soon  be  settled.  I  own,  however,  that  I  should 
have  stronger  hopes  if  America  had  created  a  respectable  ma- 
rine ;  for  that  argument  would  give  weight  to  every  transaction 
with  Europe.  I  acquitted  myself  of  the  commission  with  which 
you  honoured  me  when  last  in  America,  by  delivering  your  let' 
ters  with  my  own  hands  at  Paris  to  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  addressed." 

On  the  same  date  be  wrote  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Thompson, 
secretary  of  congress.     The  letter  concUides  as  follows: 

**  You  mentioned  to  m6  at  New  York,  a  small  but  oonveirient 
estate  to  be  sold  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lancaster.  I  think 
yoa  said  it  had  belonged  to  Mr.  George  Ross.  May  I  ask  the 
favour  of  you  to  inqqire  about  it,  and  favour  me  with  your  opin- 
ion about  the  purchase  of  it  f  I  shall  probably  come  to  America 
in  the  summer,  if  the  empress  does  not  invite  me  to  return  to 
Russia  before  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign  ;  a  thing  t*  do 
not  expect."  '' 

Ampng  others  ofhis  American  friends,  he  ivrote-to  MKJohn 
Rqss,  of  Philadelphia^  .wbP  had  a  power,  of  attorney  to^re^ 
cfikve  the  difiden^  qo  his  bank  stock,  in  relation  ptindfUly 
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to  the  unhandsome  conduct  of  the  bankers  who  had  giren  Um 
a  letter  of  eredk  on  Amsterdam,  m  ccmsequence  of  one  drawn 
on  them  by  Mr.  Ross,  when  Jones  was  out  on  his  mission  to 
Denmark.  They  directed  their  correspondent  not  to  pay  it 
until  further  adWces  from  Mr.  Ross ;  and  as  Jones'  friend,  Dr. 
Bancroft,  also  disappoiirted  him  in  not  placing  funds  to  bis  cre- 
dit at  Amsterdam,  as  he  had  promised,  the  former  might  ha?e 
been  considerably  embarrassed,  had  he  not  experienced  assis- 
tance from  a  quarter  on  which,  he  says,  he  had  no  claim.  These 
details  are  uninteresting;  but  as  allusions  are  made  in  some  of 
Jones'  lettersip  his  pecuniary  transactions  with  Dr.  Bancroft,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  latter  has  been  misrepresented  in  the  Edin- 
burgh life  of  Jones,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  what  thej 
were.  Jones  advanced  money  to  Bancroft,  who  was  engaged 
in  introducing  the  Quercitron  bark  among  the  woollen  dyers* 
The  latter  was  unable  to  meet  his  engagement  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to;  but  when  Jones  visited  England  in  the  spring  of  1790, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  settlement,  as  the  term  of  tbetr 
contract  had  expired,  he  received  half  of  the  amount  due  to 
Inm.  The  other  half  was  afterwards  paid  to  Sir  Robert  Har- 
ries, of  London,  in  whose  hands  it  was  at  the  time  of  Jones* 
death. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ross,  Jones  says :  ''  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  the  state  of  the  bank,  &c.  though  I  at 
present  want  no  remittance.  I  may  perhaps  return  to  Ambries 
in  tkft  latter  end  of  the  summer ;  and  in  thet  case  I  shall  wish 
to  puj^chase  a  UMe  farm^  where  I  may  live  in  peace.  I  ^^ 
always  affectionately  yours. 

"  N.  B.  I  presume  you  have  received  my  bust,  as  Mr.  M' 
ferson  has  forwarded  it  for  you.'* 

He  wn^e  to  Franklin,  as  foUows  : 

"  Amiterdim,  Deomnbtr  91  f  CM. 

*^  Dbar  SiB^^'^he  endesed  docmnents  from  my  frtettd,  the 
Count  de  Scgur,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Frani?e  at  fit.  F^ 
tersbiirgh,  will  explain  to  you  in  some  ^tegree  my  reaioi^  f^ 
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leaving  Russia,  and  the  danger  to  which  I  was  expo9ed  by  the 
dark  intrigues  and  mean  subterfuges  of  Asiatic  jealousy  and 
m^ice.  Your  former  friendship  for  me»  which  I  remember 
^tb  particular  satisfi^ction,  and  have  ever  been  ambitious  to 
nierity  will,  I  am  sure,  be  exerted  in  the  kind  use  you  will  make 
of  the  three  pieces  I  now  send  you,  for  my  justification  in  the 
eyes  of  my  friends  in  America,  whose  good  opinion  is  dearer  to 
ine  than  any  thing  else.  I  wrote  to  the  empress  frpm  Warsaw 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  with  a  copy  of  my  journal,  which 
will  show  her  majesty  how  much  she  has  been  deceived  by  the 
account  she  had  of  our  maritime  operations  last  campaign.  I 
can  easily  prove  to  the  world  that  I  have  been  treated  unjustly, 
but  I  intend  to  remain  silent  at  least  till  I  know  the  fate  of  my 
jofimaL 

**  I  shall  remain  in  Europe  till  after  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  and  perhaps  longer,  before  I  return  to  America. 
From  the  troubles  in  Brabant,  and  the  measures  now  pursuing 
by  the  king  of  Prussia,  &e.  I  presume  that  peace  is  yet  a  dis- 
tant object,  and  that  the  Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work  than 
it  has  yet  done.  On  the  death  of  Admiral  Greig,  I  was  last 
year,  called  from  the  Black  Sea  by  the  empress  to  command  a 
squadron  in  the^Baltic,  &,c  This  set  the  invention  of  all  my 
enemies  and  rivals  at  work,  and  the  event  has  proved  that  the 
exDpress  cannot  always  do  as  she  pleases. 

^'  N.  B.  It  is  this  day  ten  years  since  I  left  the  Texel  in  the 
Alliance." 

The  following  letter  to  John  Parish,  Esq.  merchant,  of  Ham 
burgh,  is  dated  December  29.  ''  My  departure  from  Copen- 
hagen was  so  sudden,  that  I  omitted  writing  to  you,  intending 
to  have  done  it  from  St.  Petersburgh.  There  I  found  myself 
in  such  a  round  of  feasting  and.  business  till  the  moment  of  my 
departure  for  the  BlfM^k  Sea,  that  I  again  postpone^  it.  '<Had 
I  wrote  you  after  my  arrival  at  Cherson,  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  think  my  letters  would  have  been  intercepted;  but, 
notwithstanding  my  past  silence,  I  can  truly  assure  vou,  that  T 
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haTe  constantly  entertained  the  most  perfect  and  grateful  aesae 
of  your  friendly  and  polite  behaviour  to  me  at  Hamburgh  and 
Copenhagen.  I  will  now  thankfully  pay  to  your  order  the  cost 
of  the  smoked  beef  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  send  to  my  friend, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  my  request.  The  kind  interest  yon  have  taken 
in  my  concerns,  and  the  great  desire  to  cultivate  your  esteem 
and  friendship,  are  my  present  inducements  for  troubling  yon 
with  the  enclosed  packet  for  the  Chevalier  Bourgoing,*  (the 
French  resident  at  Hamburgh,)  which  I  leave  under  a  flying 
seal  for  your  perusal,  praying  you  to  shut  the  exterior  coTer 
before  you  deliver  it.  I  shall  make  no  comments  on  the  docu* 
ments  I  send  for  the  Baron  de  la  Hou2e,  but  let  the  8ira|de  truth 
•peak  for  herself,  i  shall  show  you,  when  we  meet,  things  that 
Will  surprise  you,  for  you  can  scarcely  have  an  idea  how  much 
our  operations  have  been  misrepresented. 

*^  As  I  am  for  the  present  the  master  of  my  time,  I  shall  per- 
haps make  you  a  visit  in  the  spring,  and  pay  my  court  to  some 
of  your  kind,  rich,  old  ladies.  '  To  be  serious,  I  must  istay  io 
Europe  till  it  is  seen  what  changes  the  present  politics  will  pro- 
duce, and  till  I  can  hear  from  America;  and  if  you  think  I  can 
pass  my  time  quietly,  agreeably,  and  at  a  small  expense  at 
Hamburgh,  I  should  prefer  it  to  the  fluctuating  prospects  of 
other  places." 

In  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  inclosing  copies  of 
the  letters  of  Count  Segur  for  the  perusal  of  the  Baron  de  la 
Houze,  who  had  shown  Jones  many  attentions  at  Copenhagen, 
he  complains  that  his  correspondence  had  miscarried  or  been 
intercepted.  Of  many  letters  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, but  one  had  been  received,  by  a  private  hand.  Mr.  JeA 
ferson  had  returned  to  America,  and  been  appointed  secretary 
of  state.  He  had  obtained  no  definitive  answer  in  relation  to 
the  daim  on  Denmark.  ^*  As  a  Russian  officer,''  says  JoAes, 
^*I  do  not  pretend  to  interfere  in  this  matter ;  but  as  the  sub- 


*  Tbif  letter  has  been  preTioody  iaeerted. 
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jeota  of  France  IwiFe  an  intereit  in  H,  you  wUl  undoubtedly  find 
it  expedient  to  eonfer  further  with  the  Count  de  Bernetorf  on  the 
sutyect.  The  only  substantial  dffficulty  which  he  suggested  to 
me  in  conTersation,  was,  that  the  new  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  not  yet  in  force.  But  this  objection  no  longer  exists.'* 

In  a  postscript  to  this  letter  to  the  baron,  he  says,  "  I  have 
many  things  to  tell  you  about  the  meuftaches  of  the  capitan  paeha^ 
who  is  a  very  brave  man*  The  public  has  been  misinformed 
as  to  our  dealings  with  him.  I  expect  to  go  to  France,  but  shall 
probably  visit  you  in  the  spring." 

The  baron  in  his  reply  from  Copenhagen,  on  the  9th  of  Feb* 
ruary  following,  said : 

^^  It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  received,  with  the  letter  with 
which  you  have  honoured  me  of  the  29th  December,  the  copies 
of  that  of  the  Count  de  Segur,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
ooomumicate  tp  me,  and  which  were  accompanied  by  the  article 
inserted  on  your  account  in  the  Gazette  of  France,  and  which 
I  had  read.  This  article,  which  has  been  repeated  in  many 
foreign  gazettes,  has  entirely  destroyed.all  the  venomous  effects 
which  calumny  had  employed  to  tarnish  the  distinguished  repu* 
tation  which  you  have  acquired  by  your  talents  and  valour. 
In  consequence,  public  opinion  still  continues  to  render  you  jus- 
tice, and  the  most  noble  revenge  you  can  take  on  your  enemies 
is  to  gather  fresh  laurels.  The  celebrated  Athenian  general, 
Themistocles,  has  said ;.  ^  I  do  not  envy  the  situation  of  the  man 
who  is  no(  envied.' " 

,  He  also  informed  Jones  that  the  situation  of  the  claim  was 
as  he  had  left  it ;  he  not  having  been  clothed  with  plenipotentiary 
powers,  and  the  Danish  minister  taking  the  ground  that  Paris 
ought  to  have  been  the  seat  of  the  negotiation. 

To  Baron  Krudiner,  who  was  still  the  Russian  envoy  at  Co- 
penhagen, Jones  wrote  on  the  same  occraion,  referring  to  the 
letters  he  had  enclosed  for  Baron  de  la  Houze.  He  said  :  *^  Not- 
withstanding the  unjust  treatment  I  received  in  Russia,  the 
warm  attachment  with  vdiich  the  empress  inspired  me  at  the 
beginning,  still  remains  rooted  in  my  heart.    Tou  know.  Sir, 
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that  her  imperiai  majesty  thought  my  sword  an  object  worthy 
of  her  attentioDy  sought  it  with  the  most  flattering  eagerness, 
and  treated  me  the  first  time  I  was  at  her  court  with  unexam- 
pled distinction.  That  sword  has  been  successfiilly  and  fre- 
qumitly  drawn  on  critical  occasions,  to  render  the  most  essential 
services  to  h^r  empire,  and  to  corer  her  £ag  with  fresh  laurels. 
For  this  I  have  greatly  exposed  my  reputation,  and  entirely 
sacrificed  my  military  pride.  Yet  I  hare  seen  the  credit  of  my 
services  bestowed  on  others,  and  I  am  the  only  ofiicer  who 
made  the  campaign  of  the  Liman  without  being  advanced*  In 
a  letter  I  wrote  the  empress,  the  17th  day  of  May  last,  I  men- 
tioned that  her  majesty  would  soon  receive  a  direct  proof  from 
America  of  the  unanimous  approbation  with  which  I  am  ho- 
noured by  the  United  States.  I  alhided  to  the  gold  medal  whidb 
I  am  to  receive,  and  respecting  which  you  have  in  yoar  handir 
a  copy  of  the  unanimous  act  of  Congress.  That  medal  is  now 
degantly  executed,  and  is  ready  for  me  at  Paris.  The  Unked 
States  have  ordered  a  copy  of  my  medal  to  be  presented  to  every 
sovereign  in  Europe,  Great  Britain  excepted.  When  we  meet, 
I  shall  produce  dear  proof  of  all  I  have  said  respecting  Russia. 
The  only  {^omise  I  asked  from  the  empress  at  the  banning, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  condition  I  made  with  her  majesty,  was» 
that  ^*  $he  skaM  noi  condemn  me  trnfitcnU  ha/Ding  heard  me."  I 
need  make  no  remark  to  a  man  of  your  clear  understaa^ng. 
You  advised  me  to  write  to  the  empress  hg  the  pott.  I  wrote 
several  letters  while  in  the  department  of  the  Bla^  Sea  to  my 
tneaA  Mr.  Jefferson,  at  Paris,  containing  no  detail  of  our  opera- 
tions, yet  they  were  all  intercepted.  I  have,  I  think,  reason  to 
apprehend  that  there  wiU  be  no  peace  this  winter,  and  that  tlra 
Baltic  vnll  witness  wofrmer  work  than  it  has  yet  done. 

**  Yon  remember  that  Count  B  ■  (Bemstcnf)  showed  you 
a  paper  which  he  sent,  to  be  delivered  to  me  by  the  Danisli 
minister  at  St.  Petersburgh.  I  received  that  paper  without 
any  alteration  whatever,  either  in  the  '  date^^  or  otherwise.  It 
I  understand  you  right,  it  was  intended  that  ^  a  yearns  pojfmetU 
wndd  he  made  in  adfxmcef*  but  I  have  not  since  beard  a  word  m 
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that  reaped.  I  wish  to  be  kilbritied  how  the  paymetit  is  is^ 
tended  to  be  made.  It  cannot  mvtefy  be  in  Danish  bank^papen 
Yon  will  do  me  a  great  favour  if  yoa  ean  drtam  aaezidicit  mn* 
8Mr^,  and»  it  would  be  mvseh  more  agreeable  if  tiw  payment 
cocdd  be  made  here,  instead  of  bemg  made  at  any  odier  place* 
I  have  not  yet  mentioned  tb»  affair  to  any  perien  whatever^ 
except  yourself.  .  You  are  no  stranger  to  my  sentinpents.  Teu 
know  the  present  happy  state  of  Amerioa.  That  nation  will 
soon  create  a  respectable  mariile.  It  is  now  a  jrear  since  I  gaTe 
a  plan  to  the  court  of  St^  P^tersburgh,  Amt  forming  a  political 
and  commercial  contexion  with  the  United  States.  The  em* 
press  approved  this  much,  and  there  was  qoestitm  of  sending 
me  to  America  in  consequence.  But  a  greet  man  tx^  tae, 
*  que  cela  eiirageroit  les  Angiais  d'avantage  centre  la  Bnssiey 
et  qu'il  falloit  auparavant  faire  la  paix  avec  les  Turcs.'  Accept 
my  warm  congratulations  on  the  wdl-merited  advancement 
yoQ  have  received  in  the  order  of  St.  Wolodimer.  I  hear  that 
your  lady  is  at  Paris*  I  beg  you  to  assure  her  <tf  my  great 
respect,"  ice.  &c. 

The  pensicm  would  no  ^ubt  have  been  oonveuent  at  this 
time,  as  he  had  been  merely  paid  hy  the  Russian  government, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  at  the  rate  of  1800  roubles  per  annum, 
and  his  great  expenses  had  more  than  exhausted  the  advances 
made  by  that  government;  while  he  found  it  difficult. to  realise 
money  from  his  private  resources.    Baron  Kirudiner's  reply^ 
on  the  6th  February  following,  is  brief,  and  may,  therefore,  be 
as  well  inserted.     "  It  is  with  lively  sensibility  that  I  have  re- 
ceived the  mark  of  remembrance  with  which  your  excelleney 
was  pleased  to  honour  me,  under  date  <^the  29th  December  ;^ 
and  the  hope  it  holds  forth,  that  I  may  probably  see  you  in  the 
course  of  die  spring,  adds  to  my  satisfaction.    I  have  q>ok«i  to 
Count  B.  touching  your  business.   He  told  me  that  every  thing 
was  at  your  own  disposition ;  that  you  had  only  to  send  a  brief 
receipt,  or  an  order  to  receive  the  money,  to  any  person  here, 
and  payment  would  be  made ;  but  that  it  was  impossible  it 
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should  be  in  other  money  than  in'thajt  of  the  country*  You 
have  witnessed,  Sir,  the  efforts  I  baye  nade  in  this  faiaineat, 
and  that  every  thii^  wouM;  have  been  arranged  agseeably  te 
your  own  desire,  if  suoeess  had  corresponded  to  the  jvarmth  of 
my  intentions.  They  entrench  themselves  behind  the  inapos- 
sibility  of  making  an  exception  to,  and  breach  of,  a  rule  gene- 
rally established.  Accept  my  sincere  compliments  on  the  flat- 
tering mark  of  esteem  and  distin^ion  which  the  United  States 
of  America  have  bestowed  upon  you.  They  have  anticipated 
history.  It  is  yet  doubtful  whether  .we  shaU  have  peace  this 
ye«r ;  in  all  events  I  flatter"  myself,  as  a  good  Russian,  that 
your  arm  is  always  reserved  for  us." 

Whatever  Bemstorf  may  serioudy  have  intendedr  it  is  certain 
diat  Jones  never  received  a  farthing  of  the  Danish  peasioo. 

The  iUlowing  letter  in  French,  is  without  direction : 

'«  Amiterdaoi^  Muck  ISA,  17961 

**  Sir— ^I  answered  at  the  time  the  letter  y^u  did  me  the  ho- 
nour of  writing  me  from  Stuttgrade,  on  the.20tb  Junoj  1788. 
That  letter  was  despatched  to  me  from  St.  Petersburgh,  to  the 
scpiadron  then  under  my.  orders  btofore  Oczakow.  But  as  I 
have  not  been  honoured  with  new  advices  from  you  since  I 
wrote,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  my  letter  4id  not  reach  you.  I 
avail  myself  of  a  private  opportunity,  again  to  testify  my  grati- 
tude- for  the  favour  you  have  been  pleased  to  do  me -on  the  part 
of  the  order  of  which  you  are  vice  chancellor,  by  transmitting  to 
me  a  copy  of  its  fundamental  laws,  and  proporing  to  rec^ve  me 
as  a  member.  But  you  will  allow  me,  Sir,  at  the  same  time, 
to  repeat  to  you,  that  having  drawn  my  sword  only  for  honour, 
being  decorated  already  with  three  honourable  orders,  and 
having  received  glorious  marks  of  the  most  distinguished  satis- 
faction and  esteem  from  his  most  christian  miyesty  and  from 
the  United  States,  I  could  not  answer  it  to  myself  to  pay  mo- 
ney for  admission,  or  even  to  be  regarded  by  the  order  as  an 
hereditary  member.  I  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the.order ; 
but  without  being  wanting  in  respect,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
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9tLjf  that  I  hftve  nerer  bougtiC  honours  otherwise  lllim  hy'mj 
eoodnot* .  I  have  written  memoirs  of  my  oam^otgns,  but  have 
not  the  courage  to  give  them  up  for  publieaitioii*  I  expect  to 
remain  here  until  the  16th  of  AprS." 

Jimes  went  to  £nyland,  as  has  been  mentioned,  to  make  his 
arrangements  with  Dr.  Bancroft,  amd  r9tl^'ne4  to  Pan^  the 
same  spring.     He  had  been  expected  in  that  citj  early  in  t]pLe 
winter^  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  him  from  Mr.  Short,  United 
Statsis  consul  at  the  court  of  France,  to  whom  he  bad  Ti^rittisii 
in  relatiop  to  the  medals  and,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  feaf9p)|}ity 
of  haTing  a  series  strhck,  commemorating  his  vk^ries.  It  also 
appear^  bythis  letter,  that  M*  Grand,  Jones'  banker  in  Paris, 
had  no  money  belonging  to  him  in  his  han4s  at  this  time; 
which  corroborates  the  belief  that  he  Tisited  Englai^  from  ne- 
cessity. '  . 
The  first  letter  from  Paris,  among  his  piapers,  is  to  M.  6enet| 
who  remained  at  the  Russian  court,  after  Count  Segur  had  left 
it.    It  is  dated  June  1st.     '^  As  I  arrived  here,"  he  says,  '^q^ily 
a   few  days   ago,  from  Holland  and  England,  I  have  not 
yet  ^d  the  pleasure  to  see  your  sister.*    I  hc^  to  ha;Ve  the 
honour  very  soon,  and  will  deliver  to  her  my  bust,  as  a  mark  of 
my  personal  regard  towards  your  father  and  yourself.     M.  de 
Simolin  does  me  the  honour  to  forward  this  letter  to  you.     I 
have  shown  him  proof  that,  if  I  have  not  sought  to  avenge  my- 
self of  the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment  Lmet  With  in  Russia,'  my 
forbearance  has  been  only  the  result  of  my  d^lrcate  attachmeilt 
tovrards  the  empress.'*     ^*  You  will  oblige  me  by  inquiring  at 
the  cabinet,  and  demanding  the  appointments,  due  to  jne  for  the 
current  year,  which  ends  the  1st  of  July,  agreeably  to  the  pFf>- 
mise  of  the  empress,  communicated  to  me  by  the.  Counts  de 
Bruce  and  Besborodko.    I  wish  to  have  that  money  inunedi- 
ately  transmitted  to  me." 

*  M.  Genet* f  letter  of  introduction  to  Madame  Campan,  has  been  pr^vkniilj  riien- 
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Two  bttaer»  to  a  lady  at  Arigma  mkj  be  introdaoeAlme*  I 
am  nol  infomatd  «bo  the  lady  was,  nor  dotlie  papers  tbrovr  any 
ligbtiOB  the  subjodt. 

To  Madame  Le  Mair  d^AJUgngy  at  Av^^nan. 

^  I  have  receiren},  my  dear  madam,  the  two  obliging  letters 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  address  to- me  from  Avignon  on  the 
18th  and  SSd  of  December.  Accept  also,  I  pray  you,  my  sin- 
cel-e  acknowledgnients  forthe  two  letters  you  had  the  kindness 
to  send  me  at  Strasburgh.  I  am  infinitely  flattered  by  the  in- 
terest with  ^faich  I  have  the  happiness  to  have  inspired  you, 
arid'  your  good  Wishes  in  my  concerns  give  me  true  pleasure.  I 
am  not  Com6  here  on  account  of  any  thing  connected  with  nufi- 
tdry  operations  ;  and  thou^  I  think  it  right  to  retain  my  rank, 
I  have  always  regarded  war  as  the  scourge  of  the  human  race. 
I  am  very  happy  that  you  are  once  more  above  your  difllcuhies. 
Pdst  eveiits  will  enable  you  to  value  the  blessings  of  Providence, 
among  which,  to  a  sensible  heart,  there  are  none  greater  than 
health  and  independence,  enjoyed  in  die  agreeable  society  ci 
persons  of  merit.  As  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  I  shall  fed 
eager  to  join  the  delightful  society  in  which  you  are.  As  you 
have  not  sent  me  your  address  at  Avignon,  I  beg  of  you  to  do 
to,  and  to  be  assured  of  my  entire  esteem.** 


Qor- 


.  A  reply  was  received,  it  appears,  to  thip  letter;  l^ut  the  c 
respoAdence  was  pot  briskly  su^staiaed  on  the  part  of  Jqq^s* 

"  Pmt,  ltoMiid[>erSI7/1790. 
''  My  tyEAR  MfADAM— I  have  received  your  charming  letter 
of  the  ddDIarch.  Having  an  affair  of  business  to  arrange  hi 
England,  I  went  from  Amsterdam  to  London  at  the  beginning 
of  May,  to  settle  it.  I  escaped  being  murdered  on  landing. ' 
From  London  I  came  hither,  and  have  not  had  an  hour  of 
beidtb  smee  my  arrival.  I  now  feel  convalescent,  othenvise  I 
would  not  have  darpd  to  write,  for  fear  of  giving  pain  la  jour 
feeling  heart.    In  leaving  HoUand  my  plan  vpas  to  repair  ta 
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AfigiHui)  iB  eompKaiiee  with  your  obKging  hiTttfeUion*  My 
beahh  formed  an  invhieiUe  obstacle,  but  I  still  hope  to  indeiti-' 
ni^  myself  on  the  return  of  the  fine  weather.  I  was  for  a  loilg 
time  ?ery  mtieh  alarmed  by  the  disturbances  which  interrupted 
the  peace  of  your  city,  and  am  very  glad  to  see  they  are  ended. 
I  have  learned,  with  lively  satisfaction,  that  they  bate  had  no 
disagreeable  consequences  so  ISBir  as  regards  you.  Give  me 
I10W8  of  yourself,  I  pray  you,  and  of  those  interesting  persdns 
cfl  whom  you  speak  in  your  last  letter.  Accept  the  assurance 
tjt  the  sincere  sentiments  whtdi  you  are  formed  to  inspire." 

The  following  letter  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Taylor,  is  one  of  >the 
few  documents  which  remain  to  be  inserted,  that  can  be  read 
without  painful  associations.  The  last  enemy  with  whom  sSH 
men  have  to  contend,  and  to  whom  they  must  all  yield  up  their 
earthly  possessicms,  hopes,  and  dreams,  had  already  effect^  a 
lodgement  in  the  constitution  of  Jones  ^  and  the  period  of  action 
was  closed  for  him.  Disi^ppointment  from  many  quarters  emlnt-^ 
tered  the  last  two  years  of  his  life,  and  promoted  the  progress 
of  the  disease,  or  more  properly  compHcation  of  diseases,  which 
was  hurrying  him  from  a  world  of  restlessness  and  perplexity. 

«' AmeteiNlaiii,  Marab  96, 1790.  ^ 
"  I  wrote  you,  my  dear  friend,  from  Paris,  by  Mr.  Kennedy, 
wiio  delivered  me  the  kind  letter  you  wrote  me  by  him.  Cir- 
eomstaaoes  obliged  me  to  return  soon  afterwards  to  America, 
and  on  my  arrival  at  New  York,  Mr.  Thomson  delivered  me  a 
letter  that  had  been  intrusted  to  his  care  by  Mrs*  Loudon.  It 
would  be  superfluous  to  mention  the  great  satisfaction  I  received 
in  hearmg  from  two  persons  I  so  mudi  love  and  esteem,  and 
whose  worthy  conduct  as  wives  and  mothers  is  so  respectable 
in  my  eyes.  Since  my  return  to  Europe,  a  train  of  circum- 
stances and  changes  of  residence  have  comUned  to  keep  me 
silent.  This  has  givea  me  more  pain  than  I  can  express ;  for  I 
have  a  tender  regard  for  you  both,  and  nothing  can  be  indifferent 
to  me  that  regards  your  happiness  and  the  welfare  of  your  chil- 
dren.   I  wish  for  a  particular  detail  of  their  ag^,  respective  ta- 
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legms,  cbaraoters,  and  education.  I  do  aoi  demre  dus  ittfonw- 
tion  merely  from  ouriosity*  It  would  afford  me  real  salisfiution 
to  be  useful  to  their  otftahlisbiiieiit  ia  life«  We  mugt  study  the 
genius  and  iacUaation  of  tbe  }M>ya,  and  try  to  6t  theoi,  by  a  ank^ 
aUe  ednoatioQ,  for  the  pursuits  we  may  be  able  to  adopt  for 
(heir  advantage.  When  their  education  shall  be  advanced  to 
a  proper  stage»  at  the  school  of  Dumfries  for  instance,  it  muat 
then  be  determined  whether  it  may  be  most  economical  and  ad- 
vantageous tor  them  to  go  to  Edinburgh  or  France  to  iiaidi 
their  studies.  AU  this  is  supposing  them  to  have  great  natural 
genias  and  goodness  of  disposition  ;  for  without  these  they  can 
never  become  eminent.  For  the  females,  they  require  an  ed«* 
eation  suited  4o  tlM  delicacy  of  character  that  is  becomiBg  in 
their  sex*  I  wish  I  had  a  fortune  to  offer  to  each  of  them;  Imt 
though  this  is  not  the  case,  I  may  yet  be  useful  to  them.  And 
I  desire  particularly  to  be  useftil  to  the  two  young  women,  who 
hare  a  double  claim  to  my  regard,  as  they  have  lost  their  fiuther. 
Prasent  my  kind  comidiments  to.  Mrs^  London^  to  her  hasband, 
to  Mr.  Tt^rlor*  and  yoiu*  twso  families,  and  depend  on  iny  affec- 
tionate attachment, 

''Write  me  without  delay,  and  having  sealed  and  directed 
your  letter  aayon  did  the  one  you  sent  ine  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  let 
it  be  enclosed  in  a  eorer,  and  diract  the  cover  thus, '  To  Mes- 
aeurs  Stophorst  and  Habbard,  Amsterdam.'  You  wHl  inqnim 
if  it  be  necessary  to  pay  a  part  of  the  postage,  in  order  that  the 
letter  may  be  sent  to  Holland  in  the  packet.  I  should  be  glad 
if  the  two  Miss  Toungs*  would  do  nae  the  <avoar  to  worite  nia 
aaeb-a  paragraph  in  your  letter,  or  t#  write  me,  if  they  pnefer  it, 
eaah  a  separate  letter,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  find  that  they  un* 
derataad  and  can  write  the  French.'^ 

On  the  24tli  of  July,  in  this  year,  (1700,)  ha  thought  praper 
to  address  a  letter  to  Poteailnn.    The  admirers  of  Us  courage 


'  Hit orphtniiMtt  Iiii404 to abov*. 


die 

mad  iiMfopeadkneeof  ctuuractery  wiD  regret  that  betlmil^  have 
done  9^9  unieM  buainera  or  etiquette  reqaired  it*  But  it  must 
he  reeolkoted,  that  tins  was  the  only  useful  avenue  threitgh  whieh 
b^  ikmU  approach  the  throne  of  the  Czarina ;  that,  he  was 
VFoiried  with  his  inert  and  unpleasant  position ;  and  that  his 
habit  of  perse veringy  by  letter  writing,  to  enforce  the aeeomplish- 
ment  of  his  objects,  from  those  in  power,  by  dint  of  importunity, 
wae  constitutional  and  inyeterate. 

'<Parii,94thJaly,i790. 

^^MY  Lord — ^I  do  not  think  it  becomes  me  to  let  pass  the 

occasion  of  the  return  of  your  aid^e-camp»  to  congratulate 

you  on  the  brilliant  success  of  your  operations,  since  1  had  the 

honour  to  serve  under  your  orders,  and  to  ejcfri'eas  to  you,  in  all 

the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  the  r^ret  I  feel  in  not  being  fortunate 

enough  to  contribute  thereto.     After  the  campaign  of  Limaii, 

when  I  had  leave,  according  to  the  special  desire  of  her  irnpe** 

rial  majesty,  to  return  to  the  department  of  the  northern  seas^ 

your  highness  did  mo  the  favour  to  grant  me  a  letter  of  recom<» 

mendation  to  the  empress,  and  to  speak  to  metheae  words  t 

*  Rely  upon  my  attachment.    I  am  disposed  to  grant  yott  the 

most  solid  proofs  of  my  friendship  for  the  present  and  for  the 

future.'     Do  you  recollect  them?  This  disclosure,  was  too  flak* 

teriag  for  me  to  forget  it,  and  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  re* 

mind  you  of  it.     Circumstances  and  the  high  rank  of  my  ene*- 

mies  have  deprived  me  of  the  benefits  which  I  haddared  to  hope 

from  the  esteem  which  you  had  eirpressed  finr  me,  and  which  I 

had  endeavoured  to  merit  by  my  services.     Yott  kaew  the  dka^ 

agreeable  situation  in  whiqh  I  was  placed ;  but  if,  as. I  dared  to 

believe,  I  have  preserved  your  good  opinion,  I  may  still  hope  to 

see  it  followed  by  advantages,  which  it  will  be  my  glory  to  owe 

to  you.     M.  de  Stmolin  can  testify  to  you,  that  my  attachneot 

to  Russia,  and  to  the  great  princess  who  is  its  sovereign,  has 

always  been  constant  aqd  durable ;  I  attended  to  my  duties,  and 

not  to  my  fortune.     I  have  been  wrong,  and  I  avow  it  with 

a  frankness  which  carries  with  it  ite  own  e»H8e :  Ist^  That  I 
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did  not  request  of  you  a  carte-blaiuihe,  and  the  abadtite 
mand  of  all  the  forsses  of  the  Liman.  2ij  To  have  written  W 
your  highjaess  under  feelings  highly  excited,  on  the  25di  Octo* 
ber,  (N.  S.)  1788.  These  are  my  faults.  If  my  enemies  have 
wished  to  impute  others  to  me,  I  swear  before  Grod  that  Aey 
are  a  calumny.  It  only  rests  with  me,  my  lord,  to  unmask  the 
villaoy  of  my  enemies,  by  publishing  my  journal  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign  of  Liman,  with  the  proc^s^  clear  as  the 
day,  and  which  I  have  in  my  hands.  It  only  rests  with  me  to 
prove  that  I  directed,  under  your  orders,  all  the  useftil  opera- 
tions against  the  capitan  pacha  ;  that  it  was  I  who  beat  him  on 
the  7th  June ;  that  it  was  I  and  the  brave  men  I  commanded 
who  conquered  bmi  on  the  17th  June,  and  who  chased  into  the 
sands  two  of  his  largest  galleys,  before  our  flotilla  was  ready  to 
fire  a  single  shot,  and  during  the  time  a  very  consideraUe  part 
erf  the  force  of  the  enemy  remained  at  anchor  immediately  in 
rear  of  my  squadron  ;  that^it  was  I  who  gave  to  Greneral  Su- 
vorrpfiT,  (he  had  the  nobleness  to  declare  it  at  court  before  me, 
to  the  most  respectable  witnesses,)  the  first  project  to  establish 
the  battery  and  breast-works  on  the  isthmus  of  Kinboum,  and 
vdiich  were  of  such  great  utility  on  the  night  of  the  17th — 18th 
June;  that  it  was  I,  in  person,  who  towed,  with  my  sloops  and 
other  vessels,  the  batteries  which  were  the  nearest  to  the  place, 
the  1st  July,  and  who  took  the  Turkish  galleys  by  boanfing, 
very  nnch  in  advance  of  our  line,  whilst  some  gentlemen,  who 
have  been  too  highly  rewarded  in  consequence  of  it,  were  con- 
tent to  remain  in  the  rear  <rfthe  struggles  of  our  line,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  use  the  expression,  sheltered  from  danger.  Tou 
have  seen,  yourself,  my  lord,  that  I  never  valued  my  person  on 
any  occasion  where  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  act  under  your  eye. 
The  whole  of  Europe  acknowledges  my  veracity,  and  grants  me 
some  military  talents,  which  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  employ 
in  the  serviee  of  Russia,  under  your  orders. 

"  The  time  will  arrive,  my  lord,  when  you  will  know  the  exact 
truth  of  what  I  have  told  you.  Time  is  a  sovereign  master. 
It  will  teach  you  to  appreciate  the  man,  who,  loaded  with  your 
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benefit!,  departed  from  the  court  of  Rufsaa  with  a  memorial 
pirepared  by  other  hands  and  the  enemies  of  your  glory,  and  of 
Mrhich  memorial  he  made  no  usoi  because  your  brilliant  success 
at  the  taking  of  Oczafcow,  which  he  learned  on  his  arrival  in 
IVhite  Russia,  gave  the  lie  to  all  the  horrors  which  had  been 
brought  forward  to  enrage  the  empress  against  you.  You  know 
it  was  the  echo  of  ctnother  intriguer  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  In 
fine,  time  will  teach  you,  my  lord,  that  I  am  neither  a  mounte- 
bank nor  a  swindler,  but  a  man  true  and  loyal.  I  rely  iqion  the 
attachment  and  friendship  which  you  promised  me.  I  rely  on 
it,  because  I  feel  myself  worthy  of  it.  I  reclaim  your  promise, 
because  you  are  just,  and  I  know  you  are  a  Jover  of  truth.  I 
commanded,  and  was  the  only  responsible  person  in  the  can- 
paq^  of  th^.  Liman,  the  ethers  being  only  of  inferior  rank,  or 
simple  volunteers;  and  I  am,  however,  the  only  one  who  has 
not  been  promoted  or  rewarded.  I  am  extremely  thankful  for 
the  order  of  St.  Anne  which  you  procured  for  me,  according  to 
your  letter  of  thanks,  far  mjf  combtct  in  ike  qfmr  of  ike  lih  Jvmy 
which  was  not  decisive.  The  17th  June  I  gained  over  the  qi^i^ 
tan  pacha  a>  complete  victory,  which  saved  Chersonaad  Kin- 
bourn,  the  terror  of  which  caused  the  enemy  to  lose  mne  vessels 
of  war  in  their  precipitate  flight  on  the  folbwing  night,  under 
the  cannon  .of  the  battery  and  breast-work  which  I  hid  caused 
to  he  erected  in  the  isthmus  of  Kinbourn.  On  this  ooeasaoa  J 
ha4  the  honour  again  to  receive  a  lette:^  of{hamk$;  but  my  encr 
mies  and  rivals  have  found  means  to  abuse  your  confidence, 
since  they  have  been  exclusively  rewarded.  They  merited  ra- 
ther to  have  been  punished  for  having  burnt  nine  armed  prises, 
with  their  crews,  which  were  absolutely  in  our  pow^,  having 
jireviously  ran  aground  under  our  guns.  . 

^'  I  have  been  informed  that,  according  to  the  institution  of 
the  order  of  St.  Georgie,  I  have  the  right  to  daimJts  deeone 
tions  in  the  second  class  for  the  victory  of  the  17th  June,  but  I 
rely  upon  your  justice  and  generosity.  I  regret  that  a  secret 
project,  which  I  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Besboredko  the  6th 
of  June  of  the  last  year,  has  not  been  adopted.    I  communi- 
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cated  Ibis  f)rojeet  to  the  Baron  de  Beidbt^r,  Who  haa  ptommed 
me  to  speak  to  yoo  of  it«  I  was  detained  in  St.  Peteralittrgli 
untii  the  end  of  Aaguflt,  in  order  to  hinder  me,  as  I  have  heard, 
from  proceeding  into  the  servme  of  Sweden.  Mj  pder  enenoieSf 
how  I  pity  them !  But  for  this  eircomstance  my  intention  was 
to  hare  presented  myself  at  your  bead-quarters,  in  the  hope  to 
be  of  some  Utility;  and  the  Baron  de  Betchier,  in  departui^ 
from  St.  Petersburgh  hi  order  to  join  you,  prcmiised  me  to  as- 
sare  you  cf  my  devotion  fpr  the  s^viee  of  your  department,  and 
that  I  should  hold  myself  ready  to  return  to  you  the  instant  I 
was  caUed.  My  conduct  has  not  sinod  changed,  although  I  hoM 
in  my  hand  a  parole  for  two  years,  and  I  r^ard  eighteen 
months  of  thk  parole,  in  a  time  of  war,  more  as  a  panishment 
(baa  as  a  favour.  I  hope  that  your  highness  will  succeed  in 
oonckiding  peace  this  year  with  the  Tur^s ;'  but,  in  a  contrary 
case,  if  it  should  please  you  to  recall  me  to  take  command  of  the 
fleet  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  I  would  ask  permission  to  bring 
with  me  the  French  officer  oonceming  whom  I  spoke  to  you, 
with  one  or  two  others,  who  are  good  tacticians,  and  who  have 
some  knowledge  of  war.  On  my  return  here  I  received  a  gold 
medal,  granted  me  )iy  the  tmanimaug  voice  of  Congress,  at  the 
oKMnent  I  reeeivod  a  parole  from  this  honourable  body.  The 
United  States  have  decreed  me  this  honour,  in  order  to  perpe- 
tuate the  remembrance  of  the  services  which  I  rendered  to 
America  eight  years  previous,  and  have  ordered  a  copy  to  be 
presented  to  aH  the  sovereigns  and  all  the  academies  of  Europe, 
with  the  exception  of  Great  Britain.  There  is  reason  to  be- 
tieve  that  your  highness  will  be  numbered  among  tb^  sovereigns 
ni  Europe)  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  peace  which  yon  are 
about  to  conclude  with  the  Turks ;  but  in  any  case,  if  a  copy  of 
my  medal  will  be  acceptable  to  you  as  a  mark  of  my  attach- 
ment ibr  your  person,  it  will  do  me  an  honour  to  o^r  it  to  you. 

»•  PAtJL  Joiffcs." 

Indispositibn  gaining  upon  his  health  daily,  to  which  he  tf9- 
vensin^^eral  of  his  Ic^tterd,  probably  intek'tupltied'hiii  a^Ve 
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corrcspondmce  diiring  this  year  ;  and  the  roeovd  of  Iw^nfftge^ 
BMJitfl,  oocupatioM,  and  thoughts,  is  scanty.  U  would  pro^Milf 
be  but  a  feverish  pietui^  painflri  to  contemplafte.  The  fbMciww 
tog,  writtea  on  hearing  of  a  finnily  dissemiioii,  is  the  only  other 
of  interest,  among  his  papers,  written  in  1790 : 

'<  Paris,  Deeember  07, 1790^ 
.  '^^  I  duly  reeeivied,  my  dear  Mrs.  Taylor,  your  leMer  of  tlw 
ISA  August,  but  ever  sinee  that  time  I  have  been  unable  t» 
answer  k,  not  having  been  capable  ta  go  out  of  my  cltamb^» 
and  having  been  for  the  mostpart^obliged  to  keep  my  bed.  1 
have  now  no  doubt  but  that  I  am  in  a  fair  way  of  a  perfect  re- 
oefvery^  thougk  it  wiH  recfuire  time  and  patienoe. 

*^  I  shaH  not  conceal  from  you  that  your  fieinkily  diseord  aggra-^ 
vMtes  infiakeiy  all  ray  pains.  My  grief  is  inexpressible,  that 
two  sisters^  whose  happiness  is  sointenesting  to  me,  do  not  tire 
tcffciber  in  that  fmhud  temtemas  mtd  affeekmi^mhidk  would  do 
so  much  honour  to  themsehres  and  to  the  memory  of  their  wor- 
thy  relations.  Permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  serious  9tndjf 
and  appUcatkm  Pope's  Umv^raal  Fray«r«  You  wUl  find  more 
morality  in  that  liltle  piece,  than  in  many  volumes  that  have 
been  written  by  great  divinesi— 

*  Teach  me  Vafid  another'a  wp,  ^  • 

To  hide  the  fauU  I  see  ; 
That  mercy  I  to  others  ihow, 

SuckmercffMkowiomAP  * 

^<  This  is  not  the  language  of  a  weak  superstitions  tnind,  bwt 
the  spontaneous  nffiipriog  of  true  religion,  springing  from  a 
heart  sincerely  inspired  by  eharitjff  and  deeply  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  the  calamUie$  aad  frailiies  of  human  nature^  If  the 
sphere  in  which  Providence  has  ]daeed  us  as  memhars  of  «ch 
ciety  requires  the  exercise  of  brotherly  kindness  and  charity 
towards  our  neighbour  in  general,  how  much  more  is  this  our 
duty  with  respect  to  individuals  with  whonj  we  are  connectcf) 
by  the  near  and  tender  ties  of  nature,  as  well  bb  moral  ^bUgalioa 
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Every  leaser  rirtue  maj  pass  away,  but  ^Aariij/  conies  fron 
Heaven,  and  is  immortaL  Thofugh  I  wish  to  be  the  instru- 
raenit  of  making  fiunily  peace,  which  I  flatter  myself  would  tend 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  you  all,  yet  I  by  no  means  desire 
you  to  do  violence  to  your  own  feelings,  by  taking  any  st^  that 
is  contrary  to  your  own  judgment  and  inclination.  Your  re- 
conciliation must  come  free  from  your  hearty  otherwise  it  will 
not  last,  and  t)ierefore  it  will  be  better  not  to  attempt  it.  Should 
a  reconciliation  take  {dace,  I  re<»mmend  it  of  all  things,  that 
you  never  mention  past  grievances,  nor  show,  by  werdy  took,  or 
4eHmf  that  you  have  not  forgot  them*" 

Early  in  the  next  year,  17dl,  he  again  memorialiKed  dw 
empress,  having,  for  aught  that  af^iears  to  the  contrary,  beard 
nothing  directly  or  indirectly  from  Potemkin,  and  having  been 
cheered  with  no  intimation  fixun  the  emjM^ss,  that  she  bad  read 
his  journals  and  jirati^oatory  pf^MOrs,  or  held  him  in  remem- 
brance as  an  officer  subject  toiler  orders. 

''ToJ^ImpetMMaj0tfy^aUtkeRmiiai. 

"  Ptris,  8th  Mod),  (If.  S.)  1791. 
*'  Madam — ^If  I  could  imagine' that  the  letter  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  to  your  majesty  from  Warsaw,  the  25th  Sep^ 
tember,  1789,  bad  come  to  hand,  it  would  be  without  doubt  in- 
discreet in  me  to  beg  you  to  cast  your  eyes  on  the  documents 
enclosed.  Which  accwe  no  persorij*  and  the  only  intent  of  which 
is,  to  let  you  see  that  in  the  important  campaign  of  Liman,  the 
part  whidi  I  played  was  not  either  that  of  a  zero  or  of  a  kiMrle- 
qui$i9  who  required  to  be  made  a  colonel  at  the  t€til  of  his  r^^ 
ment.  I  have  in  my  hands  the  means  to  -prove,  inoontesttbly, 
that  I  directed  all  the  useful  operations  against  the  capitan  pa- 
dia.    The  task  itHiich  was  given  to  me  at  this  critical  conjmie- 


*  InMited  probably  to  proYide  for  the  cmo  oftk^letterB  betaf  intoroeplad  and  BMd 
by  Beiborodko,  as  he  had  been  inforiDed  happened  before;  which  he  intiBiataa  in  a 
latter  to  Mr.  littlepege,  previontly  inserted. 
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ture  was  verj  difficuk.  I  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  my  own 
opinioil  and  risk  my  military  reputation  for  the  benefit  of  your 
empire.  But  I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  I  conducted  myself,  and  also  of  the  subsequent  arrange- 
ments, of  which  I  am  persuaded  you  ha^e  not  been  acquainted 
iiBtil  this  moment.  The  gracious  counsel  which  your  majesty 
lias  often  done  me  the  honour  to  repeat  to  me  before  my  depar- 
ture for  the  Blaek  Sea,  and  in  the  letter  which  you  deigned  to 
write  tO' me  afterwards,  has  since  been  the  rule  of  my  conduct; 
mad  the  fiutbful  attachment  with  which  you  had  inspired  me  for 
your  person,  was  the  only  reason  which  hindered  me  from  re- 
questing my  dismissal  when  I  wrote  to  you  from  Warsaw ;  for 
I  confess  that  I  was  extremely  afflicted,  and  even  offended,  at 
having  received  a  parole  for  two  years  in  time  of  war ;  a  parole 
wfaicfa  it  has  never  entered  into  my  mind  to  wish  fi):*,  and  still 
lew  to  ask,  and  of  which  I  have  not  profited  to  go  to  America, 
or  even  to  Denmark,*  where  I  had  important  business ;  for  I 
had  always  hoped  to  be  usefully  employed  in  your  service,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  this  parole,  which  has  done  me  so  much 
injury ;  and  although  in  public  I  would  not  have  failed  to  have 
spoken  to  you  at  the  last  audience  which  you  granted  me,  yet  I 
was  xmfi^rtunately  led  to  believe  the  repeated  premisc^js^made 
mos  that  I  should  have  a  private  audience,  in  order  to  lay  before 
you  my  military  projects,  and  to  speak  of  them  in  detail. 

<<  I  hope  that  the  brilliant  success  with  which  Providence  has 
bless^  your  arms,  will  enable  you  to  grant  peace  to  your  ene- 
mies without  shedding  more  of  human  blood ;  but  in  a  contrary 
case,  your  majesty  can  be  well  instructed  from  my  projects.  No. 
12,  of  the  last  year. 

<*  As  I  have  my  enemies,  and  as  the  term  of  my  parole  is 
about  to  expire,  I  await  the  orders  of  your  majesty,  and  should 


*  There  ii  ne  reamn  to  believe  that  he  wrote  thus  merely  from  policy,  or  was  not 
lincere.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  had  gone  to  Copenhagen,  it  is  likely  that  he  wonld 
hare  obtained  the  arrearages  of  his  pension ;  and  that  he  was  prevented  by  considera- 
tions arising  from  bis  relations  to  the  Rossian  government. 
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be  flalCered,  if  it  is  yoAr  pleasure  for  me  to  come  and  render 

yci(U  an  account  in  person.     Mr. ,  who  has  the  goodness  to 

charge  himself  with  this  packet,  which  I  have  addressed  to  him, 
sealed  .with  my  arms,  will  also  undertake  to  forward  me  your 
orders ;  I  therefore  pray  you  to  withdraw  me  as  soon  as  poan- 
ble  from  the  cruel  uncertainty  in  which  I  am  placed.  Shoitkl 
you  deign,  Madam,  to  inform  me  that  you  are  pleased  witli  the 
services  which  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  render  you,  I  wilt 
console  myself  for  the  misfortunes  which  I  have  suffered,  as  I 
drew  my  sword  for  you  from  personal  attadiment  and  ambitaoii, 
but  not  for  interest.  My  fortune,  as  you  know,  is  iKit  very  con- 
siderable ;  but  as  I  am  philosopher  enough  to  confine  mysdf  to 
my  means,  I  shall  be  always  rich." 


The  following  correspondence  with  two  ladies  whcmi  hei 
bered  among  his  friends,  took  place  at  this  time,  anddiveisifies 
the  character  of  the  remaining  materials^  for  his  biography. 

To  Mesdames  Le  Orande  and  Bdmbyj  a  TrmntXf  pru  de  Liom 

"Paris,  Fehroaiy  96, 179L 

*<  Dear  and  amiable  ladies — Madame  Clement  has  read 
me*  part  of  a  letter  from  you,  in  which  you  conclude  that  I  pre 
fer  love  to  friendship,  and  Paris  to  Trevoux.  As  to  the  first 
part  you  may  be  right,  for  love  frequently  communicates  divine 
qualities,  and  in  that  light  may  be  considered  as  the  cordia)  that 
Providence  has  bestowed  on  mortals,  to  help  them  to  digest  the 
nauseous  draught  of  life.  Friendship,  they  say,  has  more  solid 
qualities  than  love.  This  is  a  question  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
resolve ;  but  sad  experience  generally  shows,  that  where  we  ex- 
pect to  find  a  friend,  we  have  only  been  treacherously  dehided 
by  false  appearances,  and  that  the  goddess  herself  very  seldom 
confers  her  charms  on  any  of  the  human  race.  As  to  the  setond, 
I  am  too  much  a  philosopher *to  prefer  noise  to  tranquillity:  if 
this  does  not  determine  the  preference  between  Paris  and  Tre- 
voux, I  will  add,  that  T  have  had  very  bad  health  almost  ever 
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I  year  departure,  and  that  other  drcumstances  have  con- 
spired to  detain  me  here,  which  have  nothing  to  do  either  with 
love  or  friendship.  My  health  is  now  recovering,  and  as  what 
IB  retarded  is  not  a/ways  lost,  I  hope  soon  to  have  the  happiness 
of  paying  you  my  personal  homage,  and  of  renewing  the  assu- 
rance of  that  undiminished  attachment  which  women  of  such 
distinguished  worth  and  talents  naturally  inspire.    I  am,'^  Slc* 

The  answer  of  the  lady  first  mentioned  in  the  direction  of 
this  letter,  follows. 

"Trarou,  6th  Maieh,  1791. 
**  Sir — ^I  had  given  up  the  hope  of  receiving  any  intelligence 
of  your  excellency,  and  I  acknowledge  it  cost  me  much  before  I 
could  believe  that  the  promise  of  a  great  man  was  no  more  to 
be  relied  on  than  that  of  the  herd  of  mankind.  The  letter  with 
which  you  have  honoured  me  convinces  me  that  my  heart  knew 
you  better  than  my  head ;  for  though  my  reason  whispered  that 
you  had  quite  forgotten  us,  I  was  unwilling  to  believe  it. 

^*  Madame  Wolfe,  as  well  as  myself,  is  much  concerned  for 
the  bad  state  of  your  health.  I  am  sorry  that,  like  myself,  your 
excellency  b  taught  the  value  of  health  by  sickness.  Come  to 
0S9  Sir ;  if  you  do  not  find  here  the  pleasures  you  enjoy  in  Paris, 
you  will  find  a  good  air,  frugal  meals,  freedom,  and  hearts  that 
can  appreciate  you. 

"  I  am  concerned  to  perceive  that  your  excellency  is  an  un- 
believer in  fViendsbip.  Alas,  if  you  want  friends,  who  shall  pre- 
tend to  possess  them  !  I  hope  you  will  recover  from  this  error, 
and  be  convinced  that  friendship  is  something  more  than  a  chi- 
mera of  Plato. 

**  Do  me  the  favour  to  acquaint  me  with  the  time  we  may 
expect  the  honour  of  seeing  you.  I  must  be  absent  for  some 
days,  and  I  would  not  for  any  thing  in  the  world  that  I  should 
not  be  here  on  your  arrival.  If  I  knew  the  time,  I  would  send 
my  little  carriage  to  meet  the  stage-coach,  as  I  suppose  you  will 
take  that  conveyance. 
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^^  Madame  Wolfe  expects  the  moment  of  your  arrival  with  iv 
much  eagerness  as  nyself,  (she  says ;)  but  as  I  best  know  my 
own  feelings,  I  am  certain  I  go  beyond  her.  Of  this  I  am  eer- 
tain,  that  we  shaU  both  count  the  day  till  we  hare  the  happiness 
of  seeing  you.     Come  quickly  then,  I  pray  you." 

To  several  letters  written  by  him  at  the  close  of  February,  in 
which  he  seems  to  have  had  a  respite  from  the  immediate  de- 
fects of  his  malady,  it  is  merely  necessary  to  allude.  The  United 
States  having  named  a  vice  consul  for  the  port  of  Marsetltes,  and 
the  appointment  of  other  functionaries  for  commercial  purposes 
in  diflerent  European  ports  heing  expected,  he  offered  to  his 
banker  in  Paris,  (M.  Grand,)  his  good  offices  with  the  United 
States'  se<»'etary  of  legation,  Mr.  Short,  to  procure  him  such  a 
situation,  which  he  had  seemed  desirous  of  obtaining ;  and  to 
the  latter  gentleman  he  wrote,  recommending  M.  Neissen,  a 
merchant  of  Amsterdam,  and  friend  of  his,  to  be  nominated  as 
consul  for  that  port.  He  also  recommended  the  appc^ntmenl 
of  a  commercial  agent  at  Ekineur.  He  says  in  the  eonchismi 
of  this  letter  :  ^'  I  called  the  other  day  on  M.  Dupree,  who  in- 
formed me  that  Mr.  Jefferson  bad  taken  from  him  the  dies  of  my 
medal,  after  three  examples  only  had  been  struck.  Pray  are  the 
dies  in  your  possession,  or  are  they  carried  to  America  f  Accept 
my  compliments  on  your  success,  and  on  the  credit  of  your 
country.  But  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  a  loan  may  be  made,  at 
less  than  5  per  cent.''  He  enclosed  his  vindicatory  papers,  in 
relation  to  the  Russian  campaign,  to  the  Hon.  William  Carmb* 
diael,  who  was  in  a  diplomatic  capacity  at  Madrid.  He  says : 
**  You  will  judge  how  unfortunate  I  was,  in  having  to  do  with 
the  greatest  knight  of  industry*  under  the  sun:  an  enemy  the 


*  He  writes  in  Engltah,  bvt  uses  a  French  phrase,  which  though  now  nniyersal, 
maj  perhaps  not  be  familiar  to  some  American  readers.  Tlie  cAnNilisr  i'iniuthm 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  black>leg,  which  phrase  he  does  not  scrapie  to  appff, 
not  without  figmntive  propriety,  to  the  Prince  de  Nassaa.  He  wu  a  gambler  or  specu- 
lator in  the  wars  between  nations. 
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more daageroiMi,  bm  hi» igDomnoe^  whioh  bos  aioM  Apipawredfai 
8ucb  glarmg  colours  to  all  Europe,  had  put  me  off  ttjr  guard* 
Soon  after  I  left  Russia,  I  sent  to  the  empress  ray  journal  of 
the  important  campaigu  I  commanded  oa  the  Liman,  and  be-> 
fore  Oecakow ;  but  it  c<»itaiBed  suob  damnii^;  proofs  against 
my  enemies,  that  it  has  undoubtedly  been  iatercepted.  As  a 
sure  occasion  offers,  I  shall  wtite  again  next  month ;  and  my 
letter  wiU  contain  my  recagaation,  in  ease  I  receive  no  imme- 
diate satisfaction."  la  a  postscript  he  asks :  '<  Pray  can  you 
usfbrm  me  whether  any  thmg  ^cacious  is  in  agitation,  for  the 
relief  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  at  Algiers  f  Nothing  pro« 
Tokes  me  so  much^  as  the  shameful  ne^^t  they  have  so  long 
experienec^." 

On  the  20th  of  March  following,  he  addressed  Mr.  JdSersou 
at  great  length,  and  as  the  letter  has  been  several  tinses  pub* 
ttshed,  and  is  not  essentially  necessary  to  the  exposition  of  his 
fedings  and  circura^aaees,  extracts  from  it.wiU  suffice*  He 
informed  the  secretary  of  state,  that  he  had  received  no  answers 
to  his  letters  addressed  to  the  high  public  officers  in' America^ 
more  than  a  year  previous ;  congratulated  him  on  the  aocep* 
ta&ce  of  the  high  station  which  he  filled  ;*and  took  occasion  to 
rneke  a  remark,  suggested  by  the  contrast  between  the  lavkb 
amount  of  European  appointments,  which  he  immediately  had 
under  his  eye,  and  those  dictated  by  the  spirit  id  republican 
economy  which  have,  even  up  to  this  time,  been  found  sufficient 
to  make  a  post  in  the  American  cabinet  an  object  of  patriotic 
ambition.  He  said,  *'  It  gives  me  -pain  that  so  inadequate  a 
provision  has  been  made,  for  doing  the  honours  incumbent  on 
the  first  minister  of  a  nation  of  such  resources  as  America, 
and  I  wish  that  matter  may  be  soon  dianged  to  your  satis- 
foction."  Mr.  Jefferson  argued  in  favour  of  no  increase  of 
salary. 

Jones  qaentions  the  documents  in  his  vindication,  which  he 
transmitted  with  his  despatch,  and  intimated  his  presentiment  that 
he  should  be  constrained  to  withdraw  from  the  Russian  service, 
and  publish  his  journal  of  the  campaign.  Referringto  the  scandal 
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which  waci  made  available  to  drive  him  from  St.  Pelerdbargh,  We 
Bays :  ^'  Chevalier  Littlepage,  now  here  oa  his  way  from  Spain  to 
the  lUNTth,  has  promased  me  a  letter  to  you  on  my  suhjeet,  which 
I  presume  will  show  the  meanness  and  absurdity  of  the  intrigues 
that  were  practised  for  my  persecution  at  St«  Peter^ui^h.  I 
did  not  myself  comprehend  all  the  bla<^ess  of  that  business 
before  he  came  here,  and  related  to  me  the  information  he  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman  of  high  rank  in  the  diplomatic  depart- 
ment, with  whom  he  travelled  in  company  from  Madrid  to  Paris. 
That  gentleman  had  long  resided  in  a  public  character  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  and  was  there  all  the  time  of  the  pitifhl  oomplot 
against  me  ;  whkh  was  conducted  by  a  little-great  man  beluhd 
the  curtain.  The  unequalled  reception  with  which  I  had,  at 
first,  been  honoured  by  the  empress,  had  been  extremely  mor- 
tifying and  painful  to  the  English  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  the 
courtier  just  mentioned,  (finding  that  politics  had  taken  a  torn 
fieir  more  alarming  than  he  had  expected  at  the  b^inmng  of  the 
war,)  widiing  to  sooth  the  court  of  London  into  a  pacific  humour, 
found  no  first  step  so  expedient  as  that  of  sacrificing  riie!  But 
instead  of  producing  the  effect  he  wished,  this  base  conduct,  on 
which  he  pretended  to  ground  a  conciliation,  rather  widened  the 
political  breach,  and  made  him  to  be  desjnsed  by  the  English 
minister,  by  the  English  cabinet,  and  by  the  gentleman  who  re- 
lated the  secret  to  the  Chevalier  Littlepage."  The  reader  must 
exercise  his  own  sagacity  in  conjecturing  who  this  little  great 
man  and  courtier  was  ;  it  surpasses  that  of  the  editor.  It  is 
but  just  to  remark,  however,  that  this  statement  seems  to  excul* 
pate  any  EnglM  agent  from  a  direct  action  in  the  propagation 
of  the  infamous  slander.  Jones  next  informed  Mr.  J^Rsrson 
of  the  circumstances  Under  which  the  patent  was  given,  grant*^ 
ing  him  during  life  tt  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  crowns  from  the 
treasury  of  Denmark.  This  patent  was  dated  on  the  4th  day 
of  December,  1788,  the  same  day  on  which  Count  Bemstorf 
wrote  Uie  letter  to  Jones,  which  efiectually  terminated  the  pitK 
gross  of  his  negotiations  at  that  time*  In  Jones'  letter  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  immediately  after,  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  par- 
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ticular  cifOumstanoeB  and  maimer  in  whieh  the  prophiaUHr]i^ob« 
lation  was  made, .  though  be  rriers  to  his  interiiew  ¥rith  dM 
prince*    In  the  letter  now  before  us,  he  sajrs : 

**  The  day  before  I  left  the  court  of  Copenhagen^  the  priace 
royal  had  desired  to  speak  with  me  in  his  apartment.  His 
royal  highness  was  extremely  pcdite»  and  after  saying  many 
civil  tbmgs»  remarked,  he  hoped  I  was  satisfied  widi  the  atten- 
tions that  had  been  shown  to  me  since  my  arrival,  and  that  the 
king  would  wish  to  give  me  some  mark  of  his  esteem.  ^  I  have 
never  had  the  b^>piness  to  render  any  service  to  his  majesty/ 
^  That  is  nothing ;  a  man  like  you  ought  to  be  excepted  from 
ordinary  rules.  You  could  not  have  shown  yourself  more  deU- 
cate  as  regards  our  flag,  and  every  person  here  loves  you.' 

*'  I  took  leave  without  fSEurther  explanation.  I  have  £dt  my<* 
setf  in  an  embarrassing  situation  on  account  of  the  king's  patent, 
and  I  have  as  yet  made  no  use  of  it,  though  three  years  have 
nearly  elapsed  since  I  received  it.  I  wished  to  consult  you ; 
but  wh^i  I  understood  that  you  would  not  return  to  Europe,  I 
consulted  Mr.  Short  and  Mr.  G«  Morris,  who  both  gave  me 
their  opinion^  that  I  may  with  propriety  accept  the  advantage 
ofiered.  I  have  in  consequence  determined  to  draw  for  the 
sum  due,  and  I  think  you  vrill  not  disapprove  of  this  step,  as  it 
can  by  no  means  weaken  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  but 
rather  the  contrary." 

He  informed  Mr.  Jefferson  also,  that  he  had  not  yet  been 
presented  at  court,  but  would  shortly  be  so,  by  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette ;  spoke  of  transmkting  one  of  his  busts  for  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  which  had  been  requested  by  a  member  of 
Congress ;  and  which  was  to  be  decorated  with  the  order  of  St. 
Anne,  on  the  American  uniform,  if  he  should  be  authorized  by 
the  United  States  to  wear  that  order,  which  authorization  he 
solicited  Mr.  Jefferson  to  obtain  for  him ;  and  adverted  to  the 
condition  of  the  American  prisoners  at  Algiers,  with  whose  situ- 
ation, he  said,  '<  I  continue  to  be  deeply  affected ;  the  more  so, 
as  I  learn  from  the  pirate  now  here,  who  took  the  greatest  part 
of  them,  that  if  they  are  not  very  soon  redeemed,  they  will  be 
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treated  with  no  more  lenity  than  is  shown  to  other  shrres.  He 
teid  this  to  Mr.  Littlepage,  who  repeated  it  to  me*'' 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Ltttkpage,  which  accompanied  that  cited 
from,  and  which  is  r^erred  to  in  it,  was  as  foBows : 

^^  Yon  will  share  my  regret  in  reflecting,  that  we  were  the 
principal  means  of  engaging  Admind  Sir  John  'PmA  Jones  to 
accept  the  propositions  made  to  Mm  in  1788  by  the  Russian 
court.  Never  were  more  brilliant  prospects  held  fcMth  to  an 
indiyidnal,  and  never  individual  better  caleulated  to  attaai  them. 
The  campaign  upon  the  Liman  of  178^  added  lustre  to  the 
arms  of  Bwsia,  and  ought  to  have  established  £br  ever  the  repu- 
tation and  ibrtone  of  the  gallant  officer  to  whose  conduct  those 
successes  were  owing ;  bat  unfortunaiely,  in  Russia,  more  per* 
haps  than  elsewhere,  every  tUng  is  governed  by  intriguer  Some 
poBtieal  motives,  I  have  reamn  to  Mnk,  concurred  in  deprtving 
▲dairai  Paul  Jones  of  the  fruits  ef  his  services ;  he  was  thought 
to  be  partioilarly  ebnexious  to  the  English  nation,  and  the  idea 
of  paying  a  servile  oempliaient  to  a  power  whose  enmity  occa- 
sions ail  the  present  ^nbarrassments  of  Russia,  induced  some 
kadii^  persons  to  ruin  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  empress  by  an 
accusation  too  ridiotEdous  to  be  mentioned. 

<<  It  would  be  needless  to  enter  into  details ;  you  have  too 
much  confidence  m  Admiral  Paul  Jones  to  doubt  the  veracity 
of  what  he  will  personally  communicate  to  you,  and  to  which 
I  refer  yon." 

In  June  of  this  year,  as  appears  by  the  draft  of  a  letter  which 
is  preserved,  though  without  particular  date  or  directidii,  the 
rear  admiral,  in  addition  to  his  ill  state  of  body,  and  to  the 
irritating  state  of  inaction  into  which  he  was  thrown,  was 
really  vexed  by  the  delay  he  experienced  in  receivii^  the  fundi 
belonging  to  his  private  exdiequer,  idiich  he  had  a  right  to 
look  for. 

The  last  letter  preserved,  in  which  he  indicates  a  wish  to 
ding  to  his  Russian  engagements,  is  one  to  the  Bu'oii  de 
Grimm,  who  was  then  at  Bourbon  le  Bair,  and  which  is  dated 
July  9th.    It  was  as  follows : 


/■jtfili  -  .**._■-,  ■.■■^ig#^M'aJ_ 
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**  Sir — ^M.  Hoadon  has  sent  to  your  houte  the  bbM  wbich  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  aceept.  Mademoiselle  Marchais 
has  informed  me  of  all  the  obliging  things  jrou  have  said  regard- 
ing my  affairs.  She  has  jast  told  me,  that  the  answer  of  the 
empress  awaits  yon  at  Frankfort.  As  it  is  my  duty  to  interest 
myself  in  objects  that  may  be  useful  to  Russia,  I  must  inforiA 
you  that  I  have  met  with  a  man  here,  whom  I  have  known  for 
fifteen  years,  who  has  invented  a  new  construction  of  ships  of 
war,  which  has  small  resemblance,  either  externally  or  inter- 
nally, to  our  present  war-ships,  and  which  will,  he  nays,  possess 
the  following  advantages  over  them  : 

'^  I.  The  crew  will  be  better  sheltered  during  an  engage- 
ment. 

'^  II.  The  accommodations  of  the  crew  will  iM>  more  spacious; 
every  individual  may  have  a  bed  or  a  hanmii>rk.  and  there  may 
be  as  much  air  as  is  wished  for,  night  and  day)  m  the  placed  for  - 
sleeping. 

<*  III.  There  will  be  less  smoke  during  an  engagement. 

"  IV»  A  ship  of  the  new  construction,  of  54  guns,  if  ^H 
armed  and  commanded,  may  face  one  of  the  old  make  of  80  or 
90,  and  need  nq^  run  away  from  one  of  an  hundred. 

^<  y.  That  besides  requiring  less  artillery,  the  new  vessels 
would  cost  less  in  their  construction ;  and  different  sorts  of  wood, 
both  dear  and  rare,  required  for  the  old  vessels,  might  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

*'  YI.  A  new  ship,  displaying  to  the  eye  all  the  majesty  of  her 
appointments,  would  have  a  more  imposing  appearance  of 
power  than  another ;  and  would  never  be  forced  into  an  engage- 
ment^ without  stupid  imprudence  on  the  port  of  her  com- 
mander. 

'^  VII.  Vessels  of  the  new  construction,  would  add  to  many 
other  advantages,  that  of  greater  facility  in  navigation,  by  Sail- 
ing a  quarter,  or  11  degrees  and  15  minutes,  nearer  the  wind 
than  the  old  ones,  and  swerving  less  iVom  the  course. 

*^  It  is  a  long  time  since,  in  conjunction  with  my^  friend 
Dr.  Ffanklin,  I  tried  to  devise  the  construction  o^  a  'ship 
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whieh  could  be  uBTigatdd  without  ballast,  be  re*dy  for  aelkm  al 
any  time,  draw  lets  water,  and  at  the  same  time  drire  little  or 
not  at  all  to  leeward.  We  always  encountered  great  obitadei. 
Since  the  death  of  that  great  philosopher,  having  too  much 
time  on  my  hands,  I  think  I  have  surmounted  the  difficiilties 
which  baffled  our  researches.  The  ship-builder  of  whom  I  hare 
spoken,  has  explained  nothing  to  me  in  detail,  and  is  altogether 
ignorant  of  my  ideas  on  the  subject.  Being  old,  he  wishes  le 
preaerve  his  invention,  and  to  derive  an  annuity  from  it*  No- 
thing can  be  more  just,  if  on  experiment  his  discovery  holds ; 
and  as  it  is  a  thing  which  appears  to  me  to  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  the  empress,  I  beg  of  you  to  acquaint  her  majesty  of  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  person  wished  to  ^o  to  England  to 
offer  his  discovery,  where  I  think  it  would  have  been  received ; 
but,  as  I  have  some  influence  with  him,  I  have  persuaded  him 
to  remain  here,  and  wait  your  reply.  If  he  receive  any  encou- 
ragement, he  will  communicate  his  ideas  more  fully  to  me.  But 
in  every  .case  I  would  dedicate  to  the  empress,  without  any  sti- 
pulation, all  that  my  feeble  genius  has  accomplished  in  naval 
architecture.  I  believe  I  have  found  out  the  secret  of  mounting 
on  a  ship  of  war,  with  the  qualifications  I  have  |nentioned  above, 
five  batteries  of  whatever  calibre  is  de^m^d.  Will  not  this, 
presuming  it  correct,  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  infi^nt  ma- 
rine of  the  Black  Sea,  and  consequently  to  the  prosperky  of  the 
Russian  empire  ?" 

The  empress  did  reply  to  Grimm's  letter^  communicating  tiM 
rear  admiral's  suggestions;  she  mentioned  that  there  was 
a  prospect  of  peace,  and  intimated  that  if  she  shouU  have  oe- 
casion  for  the  services  of  Jones,  she  would  communicate  directty 
with  him,  without  the  necessity  of  the  baron's  intertentioo. 

There  is  among  the  loose  papers  preserved,  a  letter  of  the 
Ifth  September,  of  this  year,  from  a  ohevaHer  whose  patnmj* 
mic  baffles  curiosityi  as  his  hand-'writing  was  fiae  beyoitd  ooa* 
eeption.  He  informs  the  rear  admiral,  that  in  a  conveciatioD 
he  had  had  with  Admiral  Digby  oil  the  day  previous^  that  ofi- 


o^r  bad  ejiptfSMd  an  aowms  imte  tq  J^ficwmMquaiiifted  wilh 
him,  and  presses  Jones  to  allow  him  to  introduce  him,  at  as  early 
a  day  as  possible,  to  the  admiral's  amiable  fitmily*  This  is 
mentioaed  as  not  unimportant  in  proying,  that  brave  and  en- 
ligbtenfd  Englishmen  were  not  imbued  with  the  vulgar  preju- 
dioes  whieh  seem  to  have  prevailed  in  their  country  in  relation 
to  this  adopted  sonof  America.  Indeed,  there  are  several  others 
whieh  r^iHe  such  a  supposition,  that  have  not  been  mentioned ; 
among  which  are  two  from  the  Earl  of  Wemys,  written  m  178$, 
dated  at  his  residence,  the  ''Chateau  de  Cotandar,"  near  Neuf- 
cbatel,  whieh  refer  to  communications  the  earl  had  had  with 
tbe  Prince  of  Wirtemburgh,  on  suligects  in  which  Jones  was 
interested*  He  addresses  him  as  ''  my  dear  commodore,''  and 
Jones  in  his  replies  calls  him  "  my  dear  lord  Wemys."  These 
letters,  wiUi  several  others,  have  been  omitted,  because  they 
needed  explanations  which  the  editor  could  not  fiirnisfa. 

In  November,  he  wrote  Mr*  Littlepage,  who  was  then  at 
Warsaw,  congratulating  him  on  the  (abortive)  revolution  of  Po- 
land, and  transmitting  a  pamphlet  published  by  tbe  friend  of  his, 
whose  schemes  he  had  mentioned  to  Baron  Grimm,  which 
Jones  wished  to  present  to  his  Polish  majesty.  He  mentions 
that  Bancroft  had  paid  him  half  the  amount  for  which  be  was 
a  creditor,  and  adds :  *'  Before  the  month  of  May,  I  expect  also 
to  receive  a  considerable  amount  from  other  sources  in  Europe ; 
and,  in  America  I  have  sundry  tracts  of  land,  and  funds  both  in 
the  bank,  and  in  the  public  stocks ;  so  that,  if  I  return  to  that 
country,  I  shall  have  the  means  of  living  independent,  in  a 
handsome  style.  I  mention  the  above  circumstances  on  account 
of  the  kind  interest  you  take  in  all  my  concerns." 

The  last  letter  written  this  year,  which  will  be  inserted,  was 
addressed  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  dated  December 
7th.  It  shows  that  in  the  approadi  of  the  impending  storm, 
his  feelings  towards  the  king  were  still  benevolent* 

**  Dear  GENsaAt— My  ill  health  for  some  time  past,  has  pr^ 
venM  im  from  the  pleasure  of  paying  yon  my  porvmal  re* 
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spects^  but  I  hope  shortly  to  indulge  myself  with  that  saliflfae- 
tion. 

'^  I  hope  you  approve  the  quality  of  the  fur-Knings  I  brought 
from  Russia  for  the  king  and  yourself.  I  flatter  myself  that  his 
majesty  will  accept  from  your  hand  that  Kttle  mcurk  of  the  sin- 
cere attachment  I  feel  for  his  person ;  aiid  be  assured,  that  I 
shall  be  .always  ready  to  draw  the  sword  with  which  he  honoured 
me  for  the  service  of  the  virtuous  and  illustrious  *  protector 

OF  THE  RIGHTS  OF  HUMAN  NATURE.' 

"  When  my  health  shall  be  re-established,  M.  Shnolin  will 
do  me  the  honour  to  present  me  to  his  majesty  as  a  Russian  ad- 
miral. Afterwards  it  will  be  my  d\ity,  as  an  American  officer, 
to  wait  on  his  majesty  with  the  letter  which  I  am  directed  to 
to  present  to  him  from  the  United  States." 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  sickness  prevented  Jones  from  taking 
any  active  part  in  the  discussions  and  movements  which  were 
fast  hurrying  France  into  her  long  agony.  The  last  letters  of 
his  which  will  be  cited,  betray  a  morbid  and  querulous  irasci- 
bility, which  indicate  that  a  diseased  frame  had  aflected  a  gal- 
lant but  impatient  spirit.  Still  th^y  are  characteristic.  The 
foUowing  letter  from  the  minister  of  marine  was  in  reply  to  one 
from  the  rear  admiral,  demanding  the  arrearages  of  pay  due 
to  the  crew  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  His  own  personal 
daim  on  the  French  government  amounted  to  7,000  livres. 

From  the  MiiMter  of  Marine^  to  M.  the  Admiral  Paul  Jones. 

"  Paris,  February  21,  1792. 

''  I  have.  Sir,  had  the  accounts  examined,  relating  to  the  re- 
clamation you  have  made  of  wages  remaining  due  to  the  crew 
of  the  ship  <  Le  Bon  Homme  Richard.'  I  find  that  in  the  year 
1784,'  you  presented  that  reclamation  to  the  Marechal  de  Cas- 
tries ;  upon  which  that  minister  refused  to  pay  you  the  amount 
of  those  wages,  and  intimated  to  you  that  he  would  direct  the 
American  seamen  to  be  paid  by  the  French  consuls,  resident  in 
the  United  StateS)  and  would  settle  at  Paris  or  in  the  ports, 
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with  the  French  and  foreign  seamen,  according  to  the  amount 
of  their  demands.  I  find  also  that  you  were  not  cotitented  with 
this  decision,  and  soKcited  agahi  the  deliverj  into  yoiir  own 
hands  of  the  amount  of  those  wages,  offering  M^  GiPand  as  se- 
curity: that  upon  this,  M.  de  Castries  required  two  separate  ac- 
counts to  be  made ;  one,  of  the  wages  due  to  American,  English, 
Irish,  and  Scottish  seamen ;  and  the  other,  of  those  due  to  Portu- 
guese, French,  and  others ;  and  these  accounts  amounted,  the 
first  to  25,338,  3,  1  litres ;  the  second  to  5,115,  6,  9  lirres ; 
and  that  these  being  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  min- 
ister, he  approved  of  allowing  to  you  15,000  litres;  to  face 'the 
demands  of  the'  American  seamen,  on  condition  that  M .  Grand 
would  be  responsible  for  its  payment.  I  have  the  honour.  Sir, 
of  observing  to  you,  that  it  is  the  settled  custom  to  pay  to  sea- 
men the  balance  of  wages  accruing  to  them,  on  discharging  the 
vessel ;  that  as  well  on  this  account,  as  because  the  crew  of  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  was  composed  of  seamen  of  different  na- 
tions, of  whose  residence  even  you  yourself  were  ignorant,  M. 
de  Castries  having  refused  to  settte  with  yxHi  the  wages  due  to 
the  crew,  and  consented  oAly  to  pay  15,000  Kvres,  to  face  the 
demands  of  the  American  seamen,  on  die  guarantee  of  M • 
Grand  to  be  responsible  for  its  disbursement,  it  is  proper  you 
should  explain  how  that  disbursement  was  made.  And  it  is 
also  proper.  Sir,  before  making  to  you  anothei*  payment,  that 
you  should  give  me  a  statement  in  detailbf  die  Aums  y<kt  fftiid, 
over  and  above  the  15,000  Hvres,  vHiich  youreceiv^  itt  1784, 
with  the  vouchers ;  as  you  can  only  be  indemnified  for  "what  you 
may  have  advanced  of  your  own  fund»,  the  wages  in 'question 
not  being  payaUe  to  yourself  persbnally  and  dkectty. 

« IW:  Bertrand." 

The  following  is  a  translation  from  the  draft  of  an  angry 
reply  to  this  certauily  too  uncourteous  and  business-like  epis- 
tle. It  was  not  sent  to  the  minister,  as  the  tide  of  popular 
feeling  ran  high  against  the  court,  and  he  was  con^peUed  or  ww 
fit  to  retire  from  ofiiee,  on  the  I7th  March.  ' 


^'  SiB^-^iokaeM  faas  preTonted  loo  fW>iii  replyiiig  sooner  to 
the  letlier  you  caused  to  be  soat  to  met  relative  to  Ibe  redaHMi- 
tion  I  made  at  the  connnencemeiit  of  your  admioieiratioiiy  of 
the  pay  due  by  your  govemmeBt  to  a  portioii  q[  the  ^ew  of  the 
frigate  Bon  Homme  Ridiard.  Instead  of  complying  with  my 
just  demand,  after  so  long»  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  so  uonecoB- 
sary  a  delay,  you  allow  yourself  to  cast  reflections  on  my  eoo- 
duct,  in  relation  to  that  affair,  and  seem  to  address  ywrself,  in 
writing  to  me,  as  to  an  agent  of  the  Marquis  de  Castries. 

"  I  should  deem  myself  worthy  of  your  reproaches,  were  I 
to  pass  them  over  in  silence. 

<*  It  is  impossible,  Sir,  that  you,  who  pride  yourself,  io  your 
letters,  on  the  accuracy  and  regularity  of  your  bureau*  and  oo 
being  informed  of  the  most  minute  particulars  connected  wilh 
your  department ;  it  is  impossible,  I  say,  that  you  should  not 
know  who  I  am,  or  the  motires  which  induced  your  court  to 
invite  me,  through  the  ambassador  of  the  United  Stales,  to  leave 
the  American  frigate  which  I  commanded  at  Brest,  and  repair 
immediately  to  Versailles*  But,  as  you  affect  to  have  no  know- 
Mge  whatever  of  tl|e  great  services  which  I  have  rendered  to 
France}  with  means  so  inadequate,  that  I  may  perhaps  say  do 
one  else  ever  undertook  with  the  like,  under  such  discouraging 
circumstances,  enterprises  of  such  moment,*-^you  wiH  permit  »e 
to  complain,  for  the  6rst  time,  of  the  not  very  generous,  and 
oven  unjust  treatmont,  vHUch  I  have  received  in  retuM,  froai 
two  of  your  predecessors.  While  M«  de  Sartino  was  keeping 
me  the  first  timet  at  court,  the  frigate  I  commanded  set  sul 
from  Brest  and  returned  to  America*  I  lost  all  my  crew,  who 
were  mftigM  by  the  sailors,  who  falsely  represented,  during 
my  absence,  that  the  minister  had  prohibited  the  sale  of  their 
prism*  Al*  de  Sariine  amosed  me  afterwards  for  a  year ;  and 
when  I  tibrea;tened  tooomirfaia  to  the  king  and  to  the  pubHc  of  the 
manner  in  which  I  bad  been  treated,  he  gavo  me  ordors  to  com- 
mand a  ntval  foroo,  badly  equipped  in  all  respectsj  and  ia* 
trusted  his  own  arimme«t  to  ^  pcurson  so  Indissreel,  aadaadi 


u  egoMe,  tluu  I  riioold  bav«  r^Aised  the  i^mtmnd  with  eoti- 
tempt,  if  I  bad  not  previously  announced  to  Coiifregs  the  flat* 
taring  manner,  in  which,  contrary  to  my  inMition,  I  had  been 
invited  by  the  ooiirt  of  France  to  remain  in  Europe.  That 
minister  having  sent  me,  under  diflfbrent  pratexts  and  after 
various  shifts,  to  all  the  French  ports  on  the  ocean,  and  to  di- 
vers cannon  ibundries,  saw  fit  to  pay  me  a  sum  of  money,  to 
indemnify  me  for  the  expenses  of  my  voyage,  before  giving  me 
a  military  emjiojmenU  .  This  was  done  of  hia  own  accord,  as 
I  never  demanded  a  farthing  from  him,  in  the  shape  of  reward 
or  indemnity. 

'<  As  I  could  not  accept  a  commission  in  the  royal  inarine  of 
France,  without  appearing  to  desert,  in  some  measure,  the  Ame^ 
rican  cause,  the  minister  consented  that  the  force  commanded 
by  me  should  carry  the  flag,  and  be  governed  by  the  laws  and 
commission  of  the  United  States.  All  the  recompense  I  ask- 
ed, and  tUs  was  solemnly  pranted  me,  was,  diat  my  prisoners 
riioald  be  exchanged  for  unfortunate  Americans,  taken  at  sea, 
and  detained,  by  act  of  parliament,  in  English  dungeons,  as 

'<  Without  entering  into  an  exact  detail  of  my  perilous  opera* 
tions,  let  us  see  how  I  whs  rewarded  by  the  mkitster  on  my  re^ 
turn  from  the  Texel  and  from  Spain,  to  the  French  ports* 
These  who  remained  of  the  Bon  Homme  Biehard^s  crew,  my 
c^kers  and  myself,  had  lost  all  our  effects  when  that  rotten  oM 
vessd  went  down,  after  a  conflict  unexampled  in  history ;  for 
she  was  not,  iw  you  seem  to  think,  a  ship  of  th»Hne>  bnt  a  bad 
sailer,  fifteen  years  ^  buik  for  the  merchant  service^  and  badly 
arsned  with  thtrQr''Aur  twelve  poundere.  No  one  can  run  such 
riiks  as  I  did,  for  three  eooseeutive  months,  in  the  TeJtel,  blocka- 
ded inside  by  a  Dutch  fleet,  and  outside  by  ieteral  EngUrii 
siquadroM,  while  a  price  was.  set  on  my  head,  and  I  was  ex^ 
posed  to  the  treachery  of  individuals  and  tfaa  cupidity  of  ava^ 
rice. 

'<  My  fortitude  and  sslMeniai  ah»ne  dragged  HoHwd  mio  tha 
war;  a  satvice  of  tke  graatest  impprtance  to  this  natfon ;  for 
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without  that  greiU  event,  no  ddeulatioii  tmn  aseertasn  when  the 
war  would  have  endecL 

''  Would  you  supposci  Sir,  that  my  prisoners,  600  in  number, 
were  treacherously  taken  out  of  niy  hands  in  the  Texel,  with 
two  of  my  prizes,  a  new  ship  of  war,  pierced  for  56  guns,  and  a 
frigate  of  24  guns  in  one  battery  ?  Would  you  suppose,  that  I  was 
drivenout  of  the  Texel  in  a  s'mgle  frigate  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  face  of  forty-two  English  ships,  and  vessels  posted 
to  (sai  off  my  retreat  f  My  prisoners  were  disposed  of  without 
my  consent,  and  contrary  to  my  intention.  My  prizes  were  all 
taken  possession  of,  and  some  of  them,  particularly  the  ship  of 
56  guns,  degraded  and  cut  to  pieces  before  mj  eyes,  and  in  con- 
tempt of  my  authority,  though  that  ship,  by  the  laws  of  the 
Ami^icaa  flag)  wa»  the  exclusive  property  of  the  captcN's. 

'<  You  take  me.  Sir,  to  be  a  school-boy,  when  you  say :  *  J^mi 
rhamwur  d^  vom  dbsetver^  fnonrieufy  qu^il  est  taujawrs  d^usage  de 
pilfer  dire^ement  avxmarim  le  dicempU  des  saiaires  ^  lewr  re- 
viennetU  iOt^  demrmewtetU  de  bqtimew*^  I  >  could  not  hove  siip- 
pQsed,^Sir,  that  you  had  thoi^ht  me  so  ignorant  as  to  need  that 
io&rmation  seventeen  years  after  I  was  first  honoured  with  the 
rank  of  captain  in  the  navy.  Had  this  rule  been  flawed  in 
regacd  tp  the  crew  of  the  Ben  Homme  Kichard,  in  pursuaaee 
of  my  reclamation  at  the  time,  I  should  never  have  said  a  word 
tpjou  on  that  subject,  much  less  on  what  personally  regaids 
myself* 

^'  Though  my  crews  were  almost  naked,  and  had  no  money 
to  purchase  necessaries,  yet  my  oonstaot  appUoation  to  ooiirl 
for  two  months  produced  no  relief,  no  payn^nt  whatever,  either 
for,  salary  or  prize-ononey.  I  was  on  the.  point  of  sailing  back 
to  Ameriea,  without  any  hope  of  obtaining  justice ;  wkheut  the 
kast  acknowledgment,  direct  or  indirect,  that  the  court  was 
satisfied  with  my  services;  when,'in  a  moment  of  despair,.! 
came  to  court  to  demand  satisfaction. 

'<  The  minister  of  tne  United  States  accompanied  me  to  M. 
Sartine,  whe|^vi»  us  a  reeepliOB:aa  cdid  as  ice^/did  net  iky  to 
ipe  a  juingle  word,  nor  ask -me  if  my  heakh  hiad  not  fluflered  ftom 
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my  wounds  apd  the  uncommon  fatigue  I  had  undergone**  The 
pubUc  did  me  more  justice  than  the^inister ;  and  I  owe  to  the 
king  aUme  the  flattering  marks  of  distinction  with  which  I  was 
honoured, — a  gold  sword,  and  the  order  of  military  merit. 

''  But  I  solicited  in  vain  for  wages  and  prize-money,  due  to 
my  crew ;  and  the  minister  of  marine  detained  me  so  long,  that 
the  seamen  of  the  American  frigate  I  had  left  at  L'Orient,  de- 
spairing to  obtain  redress,  revolted,  and  carried  that  frigate 
back  to  America. 

/^  With  the  remainder  of  the  erew  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
as  prisoners,  on  account  of  their  personal  attachment  to  me^ 
on  this  occasion  again,  I  lost  all  my  eiSfects,  without  receiving 
any  indemnit3r. 

'^  The  crew  of  this  frigate,  and  that  of  the  Bon  Homme  Ri- 
chard, were  paid  on  their  arrival  in  America,  according  to  the 
rolls  which  I  had  presented  to  the  Marechal  de  Castries.  Un* 
der  what  pretext  of  justice,  then,  could  that  minister  take  it 
upon  himself,  according  to  your  suggestions,  to  mutilate  and 
divide  that  roll  i  But  the  shuffling  (chicane)  of  a  man  who  can 
forfeit  his  word  of  honour,  solemnly  pledged ;  who,  to  hide  his 
disgrace,  dares  use  the  luune  of  his  sovereign  fi>r  protectien; 
who,  a  hundred  to  one,  never  knew  a  word  of  the  affair  to 
which  I  allude ;  the  pitiful  evasions  of  such  a  man,  cannot  sur- 
prise one  who  has  for  many  years  been  accustomed  to  the  base- 
ness and  duplicity  of  some  who  are  attadied  to  courts. 

"  Have  any  of  the  sailors  in  question,  dvruig  twelve  years, 
demanded  their  wages  in  France?  No!  aad  the  reason  is 
simple  enough ;  because  they  were  paid  by  my  orders  on  their 
arrival  in  America. 

^<  You  enumerate  to  me  six  nations,  and  otiiert^  on  the  roU. 
Is  it  necessary  to  tell  a  man  as  weU  informed  as  yourself,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  sailors  aii  well  as  those  of 


♦  A  fragment  has  been  referred  to  containing  this  portion  of  the  letter  cited^  in  a 
prevkms  page  of  dik  work.  The  whole  draft  of  the  letter  came  nbaeqaently  ihio 
the  editor*!  bands.  ^^ 
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other  vocations,  belong  to  different  Europeto  nations,  whose 
sobjectB  obtain  certain  rights  and  privil|ge8y  the  moment  they 
set  foot  on  free  ground  ?  The  anxiety  you  seem  to  feel  for  the 
imagined  foreign  seamen  is,  therefore,  superfluous. 

"  The  king  having  intrusted  me  with  a  small  fligate,  I  re- 
toiDed  to  America,  and  an  agent  was  authorized  to  demand 
satisfaction  for  prize-money,  &c. 

"  I  continued  to  render  good  and  faithful  services  to  France, 

until  the  end  of  the  war ;  and,  by  express  orders  of  the  United 

Skates,  made  the  last  campaignin  the  fleet  of  M.  de  Vandreuil, 

which  was  destined  to  execute  an  enterprise  agmnst  Jamaica ; 

an  island  about  which  I  knew  more  than  any  other  sea-officer 

of  the  squadron. 

**  On  the  ooHclusion  of  peace,  as  die  United  States'  agent  had 

not  been  able,  after  three  years'  soUcitation,  to  obtain  any  satia* 

faction  from  the  court  of  France,  Congress  en^ged  me  to 

accept  a  special  commission,  and  to  return  to  Europe^  in  order 

to  finish  this  business.  You  thus  perceive,  Sir,  that  I  was  dotbed 

with  a  character,  rather  mpre  respectable  than  that  of  agent  of 

the  Marquis  de  Castries ;  and  I  presume  yoii  will  oonfess,  that 

it  was  indecent  in  the  minister  to  demaad  from  me  as  snrety, 

a  banker,  or  any  other  person,  in  a  matter  in  which  I  acted  ib 

the  name ;  of  my  soverdgti,  to  whom  aione  I  could  be  tespcm* 

mble. 

'*  It  is  hard  for.  me  to  conceive  how  I  oottdd  have  adopted  thm 
course  of  employiBg-  M*  Grand  to  write  to  Mk  de  Castnes,  in 
relation  to  the  salaries  of  sailors  oa  the  roil  in  question.  I  did 
wrong,  certainly.  I  compromttted  the  honour  ot  my  mission. 
But  the  marechal  only  asked  for  security  to  insure  himself 
a^inst  any  claims  wUch  ought  be  made  bjr  individuab  after 
the  temination  of  the  bnsiiiefls. 

^^Ikis  true,  the  Marquis  de  Carries  pret^ided  for  a  long 
time  that  I  should  give  him  security  for  the  prize-money ;  but  I 
at  last  made  him  recede  from  the  absurdity  of  that  demand.  I 
was  detl^ned  in  Europe  four  yeara;  and  having  in  that  time 
spent  sixty  thousa'^i  livres  of  my  own  money,  I  received  formy 
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share  of  idl  the  prizes,  as  commander  of  the  Bon  Homme,  thir- 
teen thousand  liyres ! 

.  ^'  This  seems  extraordinary,  and  demands  explanation.  Il 
will  probably  sufliee  to  say,  that  I  had  only  obtained,  by  the 
final  liq«iidation,  a  seventh  of  the  price  which  the  ship  of  war 
cost  the  British  government  before  the  capture ;  and  that  the 
merchantmen  were  paid  for  in  nearly  the  same  way.  I  have 
yet  to  learn,  by  what  rule^  and  under  what  pretext  of  justice, 
the  government  interfered  in  this  matter,  retarded  the  setde- 
ment  so  long,  and  finally,  arbitrarily  determined  on  the  rights 
of  the  captors,  in  a  manner  so  incompatible  with  the  character 
of  a  great  and  generous  natbn,  and  so  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  American  flag.  I  knew  an  officer  who  lost  a  frigate  le^ 
honourfiibly  than  I  lost  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  I  have 
heard  it  stated  that  he  received  fifty  thousand  livres  as  a  grati- 
fication. I  have  received  nothing,  though  I  have  thrice  lost  all 
my  effects  in  the  service.  I  have  never  been  reimbursed  for 
the  expenses  of  m/  table,  as  commander,  and  you  may  see  by 
the  rolls  in  your  bureaux,  that  my  name  is  in  blank,  and  that  I 
have  also  received  no  salary. 

"  But  what  affects  me  most  sensibly  is,  that  my  officers  and 
crew  on  board  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  did  not  receive  any 
gratification,  and  were  treated  in  all  respects  in  a  manner  un- 
worthy of  the  essential  services  they  rendered.  I  except  three 
subjects  of  France,  who  served  with  me  at  the  same  lime,  and 
who  have  rewards  and  a  pension. 

*'  Permit  me  to  compare  this  treatment  with  that  the  French 
ofiicers  received  who  served  in  the  American  army.  The  war 
had  been  carried  on  for  several  years  by  the  Americans  alone ; 
and  there  is  no  instance  where  the  United  States  wviied  a 
French  officer  to  enter  into  their  service.  Such  as  presented 
themselves  and  were  accepted,  have  all  of  them  bettered  their 
situation  by  that  connexion.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  th^  re- 
ceived a  gratification  of  five  years*  pay,  the  order  of  Cincinnatui, 
and  a  lot  of  land ;  and  they  enjoy  grades  superior  to  what  they 
could  have  attained  under  other  circumstances.    If  we  except 
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the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  they  were  all  poor  when  they  went 
to  America.  They  are  all  now  in  easy  <»rcumstance8 ;  and 
have,  ever  since  the  peace,  received  six  percent,  on  tiieir  funds 
in  America.  In  short,  they  have  been  treated  much  better  than 
the  Americans  themselves,  who  served  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  revolution. 

«*  I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  lay  this  letter  before  the  king.  It  con- 
tains many  things  out  of  the  general  rule  of  delicacy  whidi 
marks  my  proceedings,  and  which,  on  any  other  occasion  less 
affecting  to  my  sensibility,  would  never  have  escaped  from  my 
tongue  or  pen. 

^*  His  majesty  has  in  his  hands  an  account  of  my  ccunpaigns, 
supported  by  piY>ofs.  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my- 
self at  court,  with  a  letter  which  the  United  States  have  in- 
trusted me  with,  to  be  personally  delivered  to  their  great  and 
good  ally.  As  I  have  hitherto  been  the  dupe  and  victim  of  my 
modesty,  and  especially  as  you  appear  to  make  no  account  of 
my  services  and  sacrifices,  I  am  persnaded"  I  shall  gain  much 
by  increasing  *the  number  of  my  judges.  I  flatter  myself,  how- 
ever, that  your  justice  will  spare  me  the  repugnance  I  should 
feel  in  taking  such  measures,  though  I  know  that  'public  opinion 
would  be  favourable  to  me." 

M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville  having  been  succeeded  in  his  office 
by  M.  de  la  Coste,  Jones  re-opened  his  negotiations,  or  intended 
to  have  done  so,  immediately.  The  letter  is  dated  in  the  same 
month,  (March,)  but  the  day  of  the  month  is  not  inserted.  It 
is  probably  the  last  letter  of  the  kind  that  he  vrrote. 

Rear  Admiral  Paul  Jones  to  the  Minister  of  the  French  Marine. 

"  Ptm'B,  Marefa,  1792. 
**  Sir — ^In  the  beginning  of  the  administration  of  your  prede- 
cessor, I  inf(M'med  him,  that  this  government,  not  having  paid 
the  salary  due  to  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Bon  Homme  Ri- 
chard at  the  time  when  they  were  discharged  from  the  service, 
they  had  been  paid  on  their  arrival  at  Boston  ;  and  having  my 
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self  been  sent  back  here  after  the  war,  under  a  speeial  oommis-' 
tion  from  the  United  States,  to  settle  the  claiiiis  of  my  crews,  I 
presented  a  memorial,  reclaiming  that  part  of  the  salary  that 
had  never  been  reimbursed.  The  minister  held  me  in  suspense 
for  about  fire  months,  -and  then  to  my  great  surprise,  instead 
of  satisfying  my  just  demand,  he  addressed  me  in  a  rery  uncb- 
yil  letter,  treating  me,  as  I  conceive,  like  a  schoolboy,  and  per- 
mitting himself  to  cast  unjust  and  uncivil  reflections  on  my  past 
conduct.  Mj  health  did  not  permit  me  to  answer  immediately ; 
but  I  had  prepared  a  letter,  and  ¥^as  just  going  to  send  it,  when 
I  learned  that  he  had  resigned  his  place  as  the  minister  <^the 
marine,  and  that  you  were  named  as  his  suceesscNr. 

"  J  request  the  favour.  Sir,  that  you  may  read  this  letter  and 
my  answer ;  after  which  I  persuade  myself  you  will  do  justice 
to  my  first  demand,  which  is  merely  official.  As  to  my  personal 
pretensions,  I  never  should  have  set  up  a  claim  on  that  score 
under  circumstances  less  affecting  to  my  sensibility.  Of  this  I 
need  offer  no  other  proof  than  ifay  filence  in  that  respect  for 
^  twelve  years  past.  My  losses  and  unavoidable  expenses  dur- 
ing my  long  connexion  with  this  nation,  amount  to  a  large  sum, 
and  have  greatly  lessened  my  fortune.  I  have  given  solemn 
proofs  of  my  great  attachment  towards  France,  and  that  at- 
tachment still  remains  undiminished.  I  persuade  myself  that  I 
may  with  full  assurance  repose  my  interests  through  your  mi- 
nistry on  the  national  justice.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,"  &c. 

From  this  time  the  symptoms  of  Jones  rapidly  grew  alarm- 
ing ajad  unequivocal.  He  was  seized  with  jaundice,  to  which 
dropsy  succeeded,  and  be  died  on  the  18th  July.  The  following 
letters  of  M.  Beaupoil  and  Colonel  Blackden  to  the  sisters  of 
the  rear  admiral,  furnish  the  best  account  of  his  last  moments, 
and  the  manner  of  his  death. 

<<  Leikr  ofM.  Beaupoil  to  eUker  Mrs.  Taylor  or  Mrs.  Loiuhm^ 
siiieri  of  Paul  Jone$y  E$q.  Admiral  in  the  Ruuian  service. 
*<  Madabh- I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  your  brother, 

Admiral  Paul  Jones,  my  frtend,  paid  yesterday  the  debt  we  M 


V, 
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owe  ta  nature^  He^has  made  a  will,  whieh  ii  depoMled  m  the 
bandg  of  Mr.  Badiaier)  ao^ry»  St.  Serrin  street^  Parts*  Tlie 
will  waa  drawn  in  Enf  lish»  by  Mr«  Giftrernox  Harris,  miniater 
of  the  UniT£0  States,  and  translated  faithfully  by  the  French 
notary  aforesaid.  The  admiral  leaves  hb  property,  reed  and 
personal,  to  his  two  sisters  and  their  children.  They  are  named 
ia  the  will  as  being  manried,  one  to  liViUtam  Taylor,  and  the 

other  to Loudon,  of  Ikunfries.    The  executor  is  Mr. 

Robert  Morris,  of  Philaddphia.  If  I  ooold  be  of  any  service  to 
you  in. this  business,  out  of  the  friendsfaip  I  bore  your  brother, 
I  would  do  it  with  pleasure.  I  ain  a  Frendimau  and  an  officer. 
I  am  sincerely  yours, 

**Bbaupoil. 
•Pm»,  Jslj  19,  ]798y  m.  7,  Hdtel  AsgUit, 
PsflMge  de«  P6tita  P^refl." 

<«  The  Eni^udi  will  is  signed  Jiiy  Colonels  Swan,  Blackden, 
and  myself.  The  schedule  o£  his  property  lying  i^  D^unark, 
Bu8sia>  France,  America,  and  elsewhere,  is  signed  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, and  deposited  by  me  in  his  bureau,  with  the  original  will. 
Every  thing  is  sealed  up  at  his  lodgiqgjSr  Tournon  street.  No. 
42,P^ri8. 

''You  may  depend  also  on  ti^e  good  services  of  Odond  Black** 
den,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  admiral's.  That  gen- 
tleman is  setting  out  for  London,  where  you  may  hear  of  him 
at  No.  18,  6re^  Tichaeld  Street,  London.'' 

**  Coland  BkuMen  to  Mrs.  Tajflcr^  of  Dumfries^  ddeit  $Uier  of 
Admiral  PamlJones. 

<<GieiiiTich6eld  BtrMl,  Londeii,  AagoiiOlh. 
''  Madam — ^I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  and  shall  answer  you  most  readily.  Your  brother. 
Admiral  Jones,  was  not  in  good  health  for  about  a  year,  but 
had  not  been  so  unwell  as  to  keep  house.  For  two  months  past 
he  began  to  lose  his  appetite,  to  grow  yellow,  and  show  rigns  of 
the  jaundice ;  for  this  he  took  medicine,  and  seemed  to  grew 
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tetter;  bm  about  ten  days  before  higicenb  bin  kip  btgan  to 
swell)  wfaiob  increased  npwardS)  so  tbat  two  dqrfi  before  his  exit 
he  cottki  not  button  his  waistcoat,  and  had  great  difficidty  <ii 
breatbiBg. 

.**  I  risited  him  every  day^  and,^  beginning  to  be  appt^hensive 
ef  his  danger,  desired  him  to  settle  his  affairs ;  but  this  he  put 
off  till  the  afternoon  of  his  death,  when  he  was  prevailed  on  to 
send  for  a  wMre^  and  made  his  wilL  Mr.  Beaapoil  and  myself 
witnessed  k  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  left  him  sit* 
ting  in  a  chair.  A  few  minuses  after  we  retired,  he  walked  iirto 
his  chamber,  and  laid  himself  upon  his  face,  on  the  bed*eiule, 
with  his  feet  on  the  floor;  after  the  queen's  physician  arrived, 
they  went  into  the  room,  and  found,  him  in  that  position,  and 
apon  taking  him  up,  they  foutid  he  had  expired. 

/*  His  disorder  had  terminated  in  dropsy  ef  die  breast.  His 
body  was  put  into  a  leaden  coffin  on  the  90tb,  tbat  in  case  the 
United  States,  whom  he  had  so  essentially  servedi  and  with  so 
much  honour  to  himself  should  dalm  his  rensains,  tbey  might 
be  more  easily  removed.  This  is  all,  MadaM,  tbat  I  can  say 
concerning  his  ilhiess  and  cfettth. 

**  I  most  sincerely  condole  witb  y^eu,'  Madiun^  upon  the  loss  of 
my  dmr  and  respectable  frietid,  fer  whom  t  entertained  the 
greatest  afibction,  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  you  may  cMiimind  the 
utmost  exertion  of  my  feeMe  abilities,  wbieh  shall  be  nndered 
with  cheeifrfness.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madain>  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"^9.  BLacyuMBN.'' 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  tetters,  that  though  saffiN-ing  se 
rerdy  from  bodily  afffiction,  and  nib  doubt  equally  fromaiental 
restlessness  and  disquietude,  Jones  did  not  die  without  the  sym- 
pathy and  succour  of  respectable  friends,  nor  in  obscurity  and 
actual  want,  as  has  been  surmised,  and  indeed  stated,  in  some 
notices  of  his  life.  The,  credentials  of  his  excellency  Governor 
Morris,  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  France,/  had 
been  forwarded  to  him  from  America  in  the  latter  end  of  Jan^ 
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mry  .preoediflg,  at  ^hieh  timei  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  ft  le^er  cf 
Mr»  Jefferson  to  him,*  be  was  not  in  P^uris.  With  him,  tbere- 
fore»  Jones  coidd  not  ha?e  bad  a  long  intercourse ;  but  it  is 
known,  that  though  he  was  not  present  at  the  rear  admiraPs 
funeral,  the  aqoJbassador  sbowed  bioi  every  attention,  and  it  ap- 
pears from  his  attei^  to  a  schedule,  that  he  was  with  him  cm  the 
daj  befere  his  death. 

One  ray  of  brightness  might  have  gilded  th^  gloom  which  over- 
hung (he  latter  di^s  of  Jones'  life;  but  there  is  little  reason  to 
belieye  that  be  was  cheered  by  beholding  it.  He  might  have 
learned,  that  the  United  States  had  yet  business  for  him  to  exe- 
cute, in  which  the  teeliAgs  of  our  citizens  were  deeply  enlisted; 
and  the  management  ol  which,  in  the  opinion  of  government, 
required  both  dextmty  and  energy.  It  wa»  a  business,  too,  in 
relation  to  which  he  had  for  several  years  previous  ezpreseed 
his  ardent  desire  to  be  useful.  But  the  mission  came  too  late. 
On  the  Isi  June,  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  to  him  from  Philadel- 
pUayt  informing  hun  that  the  plresident  had  thought  proper  to 
appoint  him.  commissioner  for  trettting  with  the  Dey  and  gov- 
ernment of  Algiers,  on  the  sulgeots  of  peace  and  ransom  of 
.American  captives,  remfuning  in  the  power  of  that,  regency. 
A.  knowledge  of  tjie  .appointment  was  to  rest  ^th  the  president, 
Mr.  Piockaey,  who  had  just  be^  i^ipointed  minister  to  Eqg- 
land,  and  Mr.  Jefferson*  The  secret  instructions  given  in  the 
letter  are  of  ml«^  iiOerest*  If  testimony  were  waj9ting  of  the 
confidence  reposed  by  the  secretary  of  state  in  the  shrewdne^ 
discretion^  and  energy  of  Jones,  his  being  employed  in  this  trust 
would  sufficiently  supply  it. 

The  national  Assembly  paid  his. memory  the  honour  of  send- 
ing adepiitation  of  twelve  of  their  body  to  aUend  the  funeral4  . 


•Jefferion**  Writings,  in.  168.    t  lb.  171. 

t  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  proc^s-verbal  of  the  National  Awembly,  on 
the  19fli  July,  1792, 4th  year  of  liberty. 

•i*  The  National  AsseaiUy,  desinMs  of  bMOviBg  the  ttemoiy  of  PMl  Jcvm,  Adnni- 
ff^of  the  Unil^  States  of  Amedca,  and  to^res^e,  by  a  memorable  example,  the 


^■t 
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He  was  buried  at  Paris  on  the  20th  July,  and  the  foUowing 
funeral  discourse  was  pronounced  over  his  grave  by  Mr.  Mar- 
ron,  a  protestant  clergyman  of  Paris : 

[TRAiraLATIOIf.] 

"  DUcawrse  pronounced  by  Mr.  Marron^  officiating  ProteHant 
Clergyman^  at  the  fimend  of  Admiral  Paul  Jones^  July  20, 
1792,  m  Paris. 

^*  Legislators !  citizens  !  soldiers  !  friends  !  brethren !  and 
Frenchmen  !  we  have  just  returned  to  the  earth  the  remains 
of  an  illustrious  stranger,  one  of  the  first  champions  ^f  the  lib- 
erty of  America ;  of  that  liberty  which  so  gloriously  ushered  in 
our  own*  The  Semiramis  of  the  north  had  drawn  him  under 
her  standard,  but  Paul  Jones  could  not  long  breathe  the  pesti- 
lential air  of  despotism ;  he  preferred  the  sweets  of  a  private  life 
in  France,  now  free,  to  the  eclat  of  titles  and  of  honours,  which, 
from  a  usurped  tkroney  were  lavished  upon  him  by.  Catharine. 
The  fame  of  the  brave  outlives  him ;  his  portion  is  immortality. 
What  more  flattering  homage  could  we  pay  to  the  manes  of 
Paul  Jones,  thaii  to  swear  on  his  tomb  to  live  or  to  die  free  ?  It 
is  the  vow,  it  is  the  watch-word  of  every  Frenchman. 

**  Let  never  tyrants,  nor  their  satellites,  polute  this  sacred 
earth !  May  the  ashes  of  the  great  man,  too  soon  lost  to 
humanity,  and  eager  to  be  free,  enjoy  here  an  undisturbed  re- 
pose !  Let  his  example  teach  posterity  the  efforts  which  noble 
souls  are  capable  of  making,  when  stimulated  by  hatred  to  op- 
pression. Friends  and  brethren,  a  noble  emulation  brightens  in 
your  looks ;  your  time  is  precious;  the  country  is  in  danger! 
Who  amongst  us  would  not  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  to 
save  it  ?  Associate  yourselves  to  the  glory  of  Paul  Jones,  in  imi- 
tating him  in  his  contempt  of  dangers,  in  his  devotedness  to  his 


equality  of  religions  rites,  decrees,  that  twelve  of  its  members  shall  assist  at  the  foneral 
rites  of  a  man  who  has  served  so  weU  the  caase  of  liberty/'  This  resolution  is  trans- 
lated from  a  certified  copy,  ngned  on  t^  29tfa  March,  in  the  following  year. 
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country,  in  his  noble  heroism,  which,  after  having  astonished 
the  present  age,  wiU  continue  to  be  the  imperishable  object  of 
the  veneration  of  future  generations !" 

«  Testament  of  Paul  Jems,  IStk  Jvlyj  1792. 

'*  Before  the  undersigned  notaries,  at  Paris,  appeared  Mr. 
John  Paul  Jones,  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  resi- 
dent at  present  in  Paris,  lodged  in  the  street  of  Tournon,  No. 
42,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Dorberque,  huissier  audiancier  of  the 
tribunal  of  the  third  arrandmement^  found  in  a  parlour  in  the 
first  story  above  the  floor,  lighted  by  two  windows  opening  on 
the  said  street  of  Tournon,  sitting  in  an  arm-chair,  sick  of  body, 
but  sound  of  mind,  memory,  and  understanding,  as  it  appeared 
to  the  undersigned  notaries  by  his  discourse  and  conversation, — 

<*  Who,  in  view  of  death,  has  made,  dictated,  and  worded,  to 
the  undersigned  notaries,  his  testament  as  follows : 

*'  I  give  and  bequeath  M  the  goods,  as  well  moveable  as 
heritable,  and  all,  generally,  whatever  may  appertain  to  me  at 
ray  decease,  in  whatever  country  they  may  be  situated,  to  my 
two  sisters,  Janette,  spouse  to  William  Taylor,  and  Mary,  wife 
to  Mr.  Loudon,  and  to  the  children  of  my  said  sisters,  to  divide 
them  into  as  many  portions  as  my  said  sisters  and  their  chiMreu 
shall  make  up  individuals,  and  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 

'*  My  sisters,  and  those  of  their  children,  who  on  the  day  of  my 
death  shall  have  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  will  enjoy  their 
share  in  full  property  from  the  date  of  decease.  As  for  those  of 
my  nephews  and  nieces  who  at  that  period  of  time  may  not  reach, 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  their  mothers  will  enjoy  their 
shares  till  such  time  'as  they  attain  that  said  age,  with  charge 
to  them  to  provide  for  their  food,  maintenance,  and  education ; 
and  as  soon  as  any  of  my  nephews  or  nieces  will  have  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the  same  will  enjoy  his  share  in  full 
property. 

<'  If  one  or  more  of  my  nephews  and  nieces  should  happen  to 
die  without  children  before  haviny  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
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one,  the  share  of  those  of  them  who  may  have  deceased  shal) 
be  divided  betwixt  my  said  sister^  and  my  other  nephews  and 
nieces  by  equal  portions. 

*'  I  name  the  Honourable  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  of  Philadel- 
phia, my  only  testamentary  executor. 

**  I  revoke  all  other  testaments  or  codicils  which  I  may  have 
made  before  the  present,  which  alone  I  stand  by  as  containing 
my  last  will. 

'*  So  made,  dictated,  and  worded,  by  said  testator,  to  the  said 
notaries  undersigned,  and  afterwards  read,  and  read  over  again 
to  him  by  one  of  them,  the  other  being  present,  which  he  well 
understood,  and  persevered  in,  at  Paris,  the  year  1792,  the  18lh 
July,  about  five  o'clock  afternoon,,  in  the  room  heretofore  de- 
scribed, and  the  said  testator  signed  the  original  of  the  presetit, 
unregistrated,  at  Paris,  the  25th  September,  1792,  by  Defrance, 
who  received  one  livre,  provisionally,  save  to  determine  defini- 
tively the  right  after  the  declaration  of  the  revenue  of  the  testa^ 
^r.  The  original  remained  with  Mr.  Pettier,  one  of  the 
notaries  at  Paris,  undersigned,  who  delivered  these  presents  this 
day,  26th  September,  1792,  first  of  the  French  republic 

{(  PoTTIER. 

"  (Signed)    L'Avernier." 

[Copy.] 

^*  Schedule  of  the  property  of  Admiral  John  Paul  Jones^  as  stated 
by  him  to  me  this  ISth  of  July^  1792. 

"  1.  Bank  stock  in  the  Bank  of  North  America,  at  Phila- 
delphia, 6000  dollars,  with  sundry  dividends. 

"  2.  Loan-Ofiice  certificate  left  with  my  friend  Mr.  Ross,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  at  par,  with  great  ar- 
rearages of  interest,  being  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 

**  3.  Such  balance  as  may  be  in  the  hands  of  my  said  friend 
John  Ross,  belonging  to  me,  and  sundry  efi^ects  left  in  his  care* 

"  4.  My  lands  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 
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**  5.  Shares  in  the  Ohio  Compaoy.* 

*'  6.  Shares  in  the  Indiana  Company* 

**  7.  About  £1800  sterling  due  to  me  from  Edward  Bancroft, 


*  An  advertiflement  appeared  in  the  American  papers,  dated  Marietta,  M«j  SOdi, 
1796,  giving  information,  that  John  Paul  Jones  was  a  proprietor  of  five  shares,  or 
5867  acres,  in  a  tract  purchased  by  the  Ohio  Company,  in  the  United  States  territory, 
for  which  a  deed  would  be  given,  on  the  application  of  his  heirs  or  representatiyes. 
One  of  these  advertisements,  cot  from  a  paper,  now  before  me,  was,  as  appears  by  the 
letter  to  which  it  is  attached,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Dumfries,  by  the  eldest  son 
of  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  of  Culvenon,  at  the  request  of  the  Earl  of  SdXsriL 

The  following  memorandum,  translated,  as  appears  from  certain  erasures,  fiom  the 
French,  (the  original  is  not  found  among  the  papers,)  is  a  recapitulation  by  Jones, 
of  his  services  rendered  to  the  United  States,  and  the  honours  he  received  fitHn 
France  and  America.  Let  him  be  allowed  to  sum  them  up  himself.  The  date  is  aoC 
inscribed  on  the  paper. 

"  In  1775,  J.  Paul  Jones  armed  and  embarked  in  the  first  American  ship  of  war.  In 
the  revolution  he  had  twenty-three  battles  and  solemn  rencountres  by  sea;  made 
seven  descents  in  Britain  and  her  colonies ;  took  of  her  navy  two  ships  of  equal,  and 
two  of  far  superior  force,  many  store  ships,  and  others ;  constrained  her  to  fortify  her 
ports ;  sufier  the  Irish  volunteers ;  desist  from  her  cruel  burnings  in  America,  and  ex- 
change,  as  prisoners  of  war,  the  American  citizens,  taken  on  the  ocean  and  cast  into 
prisons  in  England  as  *  traitors,  pirates,  and  felons !'  In  his  perilous  situation  in  Hol- 
land, his  conduct  drew  the  Dutch  into  the  war,  and  eventually  abridged  the  revolotioB. 

HONOURS — ^BY  LOUIS  XVI. 

"  The  order  of  military  merit,  and  a  gold  sword,  June  28th,  1780. 

BV  CONGRESS. 

'*  The  thanks  of  the  United  States,  April  14, 1781.  Elected  first  ofiicer  of  the  navy, 
June  26, 1781.    Presented  with  a  gold  medal,  October  16, 1787. 

**  This  favour  was  granted  to  only  six  officers.  Ist.  General  Washington,  comman- 
der in  chief,  for  the  taking  of  Boston.  2d.  General  Gates,  for  taking  the  army  of  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne.  3d.  To  General  Wayne,  for  taking  Rocky  Point,  of  which  the  gar- 
rison was  much  stronger  than  the  assailants.  4th.  To  General  Morgan,  for  having  cut 
down  and  destroyed  a  detachment  of  eleven  hundred  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  best 
troops  of  England,  with  nine  hundred  men  solely  militia.  5th.  To  General  Green,  for 
having  gained  a  decisive  victory  over  the  enemy  at  Eutaw  Springs.  But  all  these 
medals,  although  well  merited,  were  given  in  the  moments  of  enthusiasm.  He  had 
the  satisfaction  solely  to  receive  the  same  honour  by  the  tHumtmotis  voice  of  the  United 
States  assembled  in  Congress,  the  16th  October,  1787,  in  memory  of  services  which 
be  had  rendered  eight  yean  before.'' 
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nnless  paid  by  him  to  Sir  Robert  Henries,  and  i»  then  in  his 
hands. 

'^  8.  Upwards  of  four  years  of  my  pension  due  from  Denmark, 
to  be  asked  from  the  Count  de  Bemstorf. 

*'  9.  Arrearages  of  my  pay  from  the  empress  of  Ru8sia,and  all 
my  prize-money. ' 

**'  10.  The  balance  due  to  me  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
of  sundry  claims  in  Europe,  which  will  appear  from  my  pcqpenu 

'*  This  is  taken  from  his  mouth. 

<«G0VBRNEUR  MOSAIS.'' 

Several  papers  and  Touchers,  nominally  for  a  connderar 
ble  value,  were  certified  by  Mr.  Robert  Hyslop,  of  New  York, 
in  1797,  to  have  been  left  in  his  hands,  *'  belonging  to  the  estato 
of  the  lato  Commodore  Jones."  The  value  of  most  of  them,  it 
would  seem  from  the  inventory,  was  merely  nominal,  so  for  as 
money  could  be  recovered  upon  them. 

Whatover  claim  Jones  might  have  had  upon  this  government, 
none  has  ever  been  urged  since  the  partial  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts in  1787,  of  which  his  correspondence  and  the  accompany* 
ing  documents  make  any  mention.  His  representatives  were 
more  fortunate,  in  obtaining  a  partial  payment  from  France. 
His  sistor,  Mrs.  Taylor,  set  out  from  Scotland  for  Paris,  in  the 
month  of  October,  next  after  his  death,  and  after  some  adven- 
tures, almost  romantic,  succeeded  in  obtaining  shelter,  and  an 
introduction,  which  enabled  her  to  appear  in  person  before 
the  national  assembly,  and  present  her  daim.  Payment  was 
ordered ;  but  she  was  obliged  to  escape,  and  find  her  way  home 
through  tumult  and  danger,  after  all  her  acquaintances  had  left 
the  capital,  before  she  had  received  the  whole  amount.  She 
was  in  the  city,  when  Louis  XYI.  suffered,  a  spectacle  her 
brother  was  spared  from  witnessing.  His  remains  mouldered 
quietly  in  the  spot  where  they  were  deposited,  while  the  storms 
of  revolution  roared  over  them  unheard. 

His  papers  were  among  the  articles  belonging  to  him,  which 
Mrs.  Taylor  was  enabled  to  secure.    Three  days  after  she  left 
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Parifl,  Mr.  White,  Maitre  d'Hotel  Anglais,  with  whom  she  had 
lodged,  was  arrested,  and  his  effects  were  seized.  A  gentleman 
who  had  been  a  particular  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Taylor,  and 
an  Irishman  who  had  acted  as  her  vaki  de  place^  were 
guillotined. 

In  the  personal  appearance  of  Paul  Jones  tfiere  was  nothing, 
if  we  may  credit  the  statement  of  those  who  remember  him,  and 
among  these,  of  ladies,  who  are  perhaps  the  best  judges;  nor  is 
there  any  thing  in  the  busts  or  pictures  taken  of  him,  thaf  wouTcf 
have  particularly  attracted  attention.  He  was  of  the  middle 
size,  if  not  rather  under ;  naturally  active  in  body,  and  capable 
of  undergoing  much  fatigue,  as  is  evident  from  the  record  of  his 
life  which  has  been  presented.  His  bust,  by  Houdon,  of  whidi 
several  copies  remain  in  this  country,  is  believed  to  be  the  best 
representation  of  his  features  ever  made.  Their  character  is 
that  of  decision  and  self-will. 

His  occupations,  from  boyhood  until  long  after  the  period 
when  the  social  habits  of  men  are  generally  developed^  were  such 
as  to  preclude  us  from  forming  an  estimate  of  what  these  would 
naturally  have  been,  under  other  circumstances.  His  attachment 
to  his  near  relations,  of  whom  he  saw  so  Httle  from  the  period 
of  his  childhood,  and  nothing,  after  a  hasty  visit  paid  to 
them  when  he  was  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  is  sufficiently 
shown  by  his  correspondence,  and  the  last  act  of  his  life.  It 
became,  of  course,  necessary  for  him  to  adopt  the  manners  of 
the  diflferent  courts  and  circles  into  which  he  was  introduced  ; 
and,  though  he  could  not  have  been  a  polished  courtier,  it  is  as 
obvious  that  he  was  not  rude  and  inapt.  The  frankness,  and 
even  the  innocent  vanity  which  may,  perhaps,  haye  charac- 
terized his  demeanour  on  such  occasions,  are  certainly  allied  to 
good  nature,  simplicity  of  heart,  and  a  love  for  the  family  of 
man.  The  testimony  of  many  of  his  officers,  and  the  orews 
that  served  under  him,  rendered  in  different  publications  since 
his  death,  is  not  wanting  to  prove  that,  though  a  practical  as 
well  as  a  theoretical  stickler  for  discipline,  he  was  sincerely 
liked  and  revered  among  them*     The  late  Commodore  Dale, 
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in  relating  anecdotes  of  his  cruise  under  him,  and  their  whole 
intercourse,  always  spoke  of  him  as  **  Paul "  simply,  and  as  of  a 
friend  whom  he  had  loved  and  lost.  In  these  different  rela- 
tions, thereforie,  and  in  the  constant  expressions  of  his  craving 
desire  to  mitigate  the  woes,  and  break  the  fetters  of  mankind, 

*'  Where'er  degraded  nature  bleeds  and  pines," 

we  can  detect  no  elements  of  an  organization,  which  oould  have 
made  him,  as  tradition  has  reported,  <<  an  unpleasant  com- 
panion in  a  stage-coach.'' 

That  his  temperament  was  ardent,  impatient,  and  irritable^ 
may  not  be  denied.  That  he  was  enabled  to  subdue  its  first 
impulses,  on  occasions  where  important  interests  were  at  stake, 
should  add  to  his  fame  the  glory  of  victories,  often  more  difficult 
than  those  which  he  gained  on  the  ocean.  We  shall  not  take 
into  account  a  few  letters  written  under  the  combined  pressure 
of  disease  and  undeserved  disappointment,  when  we  say,  that 
he  never  forfeited  his  own  self-respect,  nor  was  it.  ever  misled 
or  **  frighted"  from  its  propriety.  In  relation  to  his  personal 
differences  with  individuals,  idle  stories  have  been  in  circula- 
tion, some  of  which  have  not  become  entirely  obsolete ;  but 
they  are  all,  where  their  truth  might  reflect  discredit  upon 
Jones,  utterly  without  foundation,  as  a  simple  comparison  of 
dates  will  prove.  His  treatment  of  the  eccentric  Landais,  was 
precisely  such  as  the  conduct  of  that  officer  called  for,  after 
Jones  truly  understood  his  character,  and  the  persecution  against 
him  had  been  dropped.  Tet  it  was  such  a^  it  is  difficult  for  a 
man  of  common  passions,  not  under  subjection  to  highnsouled 
principles,  and  an  unequivocal  consciousness  <^  rectitude  and 
superiority,  to  observe,  at  all  times,  without  making  some  de- 
monstration of  anger,  or  exhibiting  some  sign  of  pain.* 


*  Since  the  pages  of  the  first  part  of  this  rolnme  were  stereotyped,  the  compiler 
has  found  a  statement  which  appeared  in  the  New  York  newspaper  called  the 
Argus,  on  the  90th  October,  1787,  signed  hy  James  MilHgan,  containing  a  precisely 
worded  aooovnt  of  what  happened  on  one  occasion,  when  Landais  pasMd  Jones  n, 
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Hig  naturdl  temper  being  duly  considered,  the  edacation 
which  Jones  receired,  or  rather  acquired,  will  much  more 
readily  account  for  what  may  be  deemed  his  infirmities,  than 
for  the  successes  he  attained,  and  the  honours  he  won  with  such 
chivalrous  daring,  and  wore  with  such  chivalrous  pride.  He 
must  be  allowed  to  have  possessed  intellectual  faculties  much 
above  those  of  ordinary  men ;  axkd  such  as  were  precisely  wanted 
for  the  services  which  our  young  republic  required  him  to  exe- 
cute. The  energy,  accuracy,  and  propriety  of  his  style  of  wri- 
ting, shew  that  he  thought,  as  well  as  expressed  himself,  with 
an  order  and  regularity  which  can  never  belong  to  an  undisci- 
plined mind.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  earnestly  and  solely 
with  a  reference  to  the  point  which  he  wished  to  carry ;  and 
went  into  negotiation  as  he  went  into  battle,  with  no  wish  to 
waste  aay  ammunition,  or  lose  any  time  in  manoBuvring.  He 
was,  of  course,  according  to  the  manners  of  his  age,  a  better 
partizan-warrior  than  diplomatist. 

The  elements  which  coni^tute  a  hero  were  liberally  mixed 
up  in  his  character.  He  had  courage,  humanity,  Hberality ; 
a  romantic  admiration  of  woman;  the  art  of  commanding;  the 


the  itreet,  which  may  have  been  the  same  with  that  allodad  to  in  a  note  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  Part  L  The  sabstance  ofthis  commnnication  is,  that  on  the  20th  October, 
about  noon,  the  narrator  accidentally  met  Jones  in  Water-street,  at  the  upper  end  of 
CkMrernevr'a  Alley.  After  oonTernng  two  or  three  minntes,  Landais  came  down  tiM 
rtreet,  towards  them,  which  Milligan  mentioned  to  Jones,  whose  back*  was  towards 
Landais.  Landais  passed  veiy  slowly,  and  kept  his  eyeson  them  with  a  kind  of  smile  in 
his  coontenance,  till  he  wds  about  six  or  seven  yards  distant,  when,  looking  at  Milli- 
gan more  particnlarly,  he  said,  "I  spit  in  his  face."  When  he  had  walked  on,  die  nar- 
rster  asked  Jones  ifhe  had  miderafeood  what  Landais  said.  He  answered,  "No,  I M 
not  hear  him."  Mr.  Milligan  did  not  inform  Jones  what  the  words  were,  observed 
that  his  countenance  was  perfectly  tranquil  and  composed, -and  had  no  idea  whaterer 
that  the  action  of  which  Landais  spoke  had  been  attempted. 

Jones  saw  fit  to  add  to  the  certificate,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  the  substance,  the  fol- 
kiwing  words,  with  his  signature  annexed :  **  My  respect  for  the  public  has  indaoed  me 
to  establish  the  &lsity  of  the  report  of  Peter  Landais,  by  the  shore  relation  of  Mr.  Mil- 
ligan, tiie  only  evidenoe  in  question.  The  original  is  in  my  hands.  Having  dis- 
charged that  doty,  I  shall  not  eondesoend  to  reply  to  any  thing  that  may  be  snid  or 
pobliihad  by  a  person  of  his  known  eharaoier." 
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power  of  conceiving  projects  fraught  with  danger  to  the  foe ;  of 
planning  the  details,  and  bringing  them,  by  the  mastery  of  his 
own  practical  genius  to  a  successful  result ;  ambition  that  was 
checked  in  its  speculative  mood  by  no  other  restraint  than  that 
of  principle  ;  and  the  inextinguishable  love  of  glory,  which  gave 
its  own  golden  hues  to  all  his  doings,  sufferings,  and  aspirations. 
And  surely  that  for  which  he  fought  remains,  though  the  light 
has  long  since  faded  away  from  his  vision. 

He  was,  as  has  been  remarked  in  the  course  of  this  compila- 
tion, precisely  one  of  those  men  whom  America  wanted,  and 
whom  Providence  in  its  wisdom  raised  up  for  the  exigency. 
The  very  defects  of  his  education,  and  even  of  his  temper,  were 
advantages  to  a  cause  where  positive  energy  was  invoked.  He 
nHist  and  will  be  honoured  among  the  foremost  patriots  whose 
services  in  battle  the  people  of  this  republic  are  bound  to  hold 
in  hallowed  remembrance.  It  must  be  borne  iti  mind,  that  the 
seeming  frequency  of  his  allusions  to  his  own  successes,  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  arises  frpm  the  necessity  of  throwing  together 
the  correspondence  of  a  series  of  years,  addressed  to  individuals 
and  public  functionaries,  and  bodies  widely  separated  by  space 
and  in  political  intercourse.  It  can  scarcely  be  said,  that  he  has 
exaggerated  the  utility,  and  certainly  not  the  merit  of  his  enter- 
prises or  performances.  No  naval  commander,  who  sailed 
under  the  stars  and  stripes  during  the  revolution,  and  ^'  brought 
the  red  cross  low,"  can  claim  more  respectful  notice  in  our  an- 
nals, than  the  sailor  boy  from  the  shores  of  Solway  Frith ;  who 
knew  how  to  fight  for  the  "  rights  of  hum^n  nature,"  but  was 
mistaken  when  he  thought  he  could  maintain  his  own  inde- 
pendence, and  i*eap  laurels,  in  the  service  of  a  female  autocrat, 
and  under  the  orders  of  her  luxurious  and  spoiled  favourite, 
whose  origin  was  still  more  humble  than  his  own. 

Franklin  and  Jefferson  duly  appreciated  his  value.  They 
gave  him  every  proof  of  their  entire  confidence,  and  have  left 
behind  them  their  testimony  to  his  courage,  intelligence,  and 
unquestioned  fidelity.  The  latest  evidence  of  this,  too  lately 
given  to  console  even  the  dying  moments  of  one  whose  blood 


rr^'^&'^I-j:. 


$54  FAUL  JQHSflU 

and  whose  talents  were  devoted  without  reserve  to  tbf^  liberty 
of  man,  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  he  recommended 
the  admiral  as  a  proper  agent  to  redeem  American  captives 
from  bondage  in  Algiers.  Another  name,  no  less  illustrious, 
may  be  cited — that  of  one  thrice  happy,  and  thrice  honoured ; 
and  whose  crowning  glory  places  him  in  a  moral  attitude  which 
no  living  individual  can  hope  to  attain.  Can  history  supply  a 
parallel? 

La  Fayette  was  the  friend  of  Paul  Jones.  He  was  willing 
to  have  co-operated  with  him  in  one  of  the  enterprises  he  had 
projected.  He  bears  record  to  his  high  and  stainless  character 
as  an  ofScer,  and  as  a  man. 

It  is  probable  that  the  extravagant  stories  and  ridiculous 
legends,  circulated  orally  and  in  print,  have  excited  a  curiosity 
in  relation  to  the  life  and  character  of  Jones,  which  does  not  at- 
tach  to  that  of  many  others,  whose  gallantry  was  equal  to  his 
own,  but  whom  circumstances  did  not  place  in  so  prominent  a 
point  of  view,  or  about  whom  there  was  less  mystery,  ^nd  less 
lying.  He  was  one  of  those  gallant  men,  whose  exploits  are  wor- 
thy of  being  recorded ;  and  jvho^e  example  has  been  so  well  imi- 
tated^ that  the  cause  of  freedom  is  almost  by  a  millenium  in 
advance  of  what  might  have  been  prudently  anticipated  a  hun- 
dred years  ago.  In  his  fond  devotion  to  that  holy  cause,  ColuaMa 
was  his  muse;  the  doctrines  of  the  fathers  of  our  independence 
were  the  articles  of  his  creed ;  and,  by  what  has  been  narrated  or 
quoted,  in  relation  to  his  latter  moments,  it  has  been  seeot  that 
then,  like  a  true  religionist  of  whatever  sect,  turning  bis  face 
towards  the  star,  the  region,  or  the  temple  of  his  idolatiry)  he 
looked  last  to  the  United  States  of  America^  the  youngest  of 
nations,  before  he  died.  When  he  fought  under  the  flag  which 
is  now  respected  on  the  all-encompassing  ocean,  wherever  its 
pujipie  agitates  the  mecmest  stream  which  p^ys  to  the  sea  its 
lawfol  tribute,  he  knew  of  but  one  land  of  freedom.  Under  that 
pictured  constellation,  conveying  a  meaning  &r  moire  useful 
and  sublime  than  eastern  sages  ever  read  or  chronicled  in  their 
observafaoxis  of  thie  firmanaent ;  upder  this  bam4i?9  which  ht 
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first  had  the  happy  privilege  of  raising  with  his  own  hands,  he 
sailed,  as  from  the  birth-place,  and  as  bearing  the  ensign,  of 
Liberty.  The  ocean  which  he  traversed,  to  maintain  the  holy 
cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  was  oney  and  indivisible,  save 
by  fragile  barriers,  which  could  only  make  stagnant  a  portion 
of  its  waters,  incalculably  small,  and  the  loss  of  which  the  foun- 
tains of  the  great  deep  woufd  instantaneously  supply. 

To  this  constellation  he  looked  for  his  guidance,  in  the  vari- 
ous courses  on  which  he  steered  in  his  voyage  of  life.  Can  we 
better  conclude  this  compilation  of  his  shreds  of  autobiography 
than  by  hoping,  that  no  one  of  those  stars  may  ever  '^  shoot 
madly  from  its  sphere ;"  and  that  this  banner  may  float, 
during  all  time,  the  truly  blazoned  emblem  of  '<  arined  and 
awful"  freedom  ? 

"  For  ever  float  that  standard  sheet !" 

And  while  it  does  float,  there  will  be  no  true  servant  of  his 
country,  whether  intrusted  by  her  with  authority  in  her  marine, 
or  doing  bis  duty  therein  in  the  humblest  office,  who  will  not 
revere  the  memory,  rejoice  in  the  glory,  and  sometimes  sigh 
for  the  crosses  and  disappointments  of  John  Paul  Jones. 
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